Gk  or.  T^Oc-. 


^ or. 

H 


tX  C$ 1 &'! 


\V&Mt ; 4 


DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY 


DURING  THE 


THIRD  SESSION  OE  THE  TWENTY-THIRD  PARLIAMENT 


OF  THE 


PROVINCE  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA, 


18  6 6 


JOHN  GEORGE  BOXTRITSTOT, 

Reporter  to  Home  of  Assembly. 


HALIFAX,  X.  S. 

PRINTED  BY  CR088KILL  AND  BOURINOT,  " EVENING  REPORTER”  OFFICE, 

1 866, 


■■  ( ' 


‘.Hi  i 


'r 


ir.ii  'irhAv.  i'  .mi 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
University  of  Toronto 


. ' f. 


t • TtTTOrr  HT " • ' r 

•.-)  • i".  rt  ■ . 


t . 


IsZA  H 

■ \ > : ‘ , I vr  : - / _ . ‘XU*; 

'oea  t 


https://archive.org/details/debatesproceedin00nova_1 


INDEX  TO  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


Lnswkr  to  Address,  Moved .2 

Discussed 4,5 

Agriculture 120 

Assessment  Law .295,  303,  306, 313 

c 

Cape  Breton  Affairs 22,  25 

Crown  Lands— Report  on. . , .14 

Combination  of  Workmen  . 15 

Cattle  Disease . . .50 

Coal  Mining  Leases 50,  77,  301,  304, 307 


Delegation  to  England— Its  Results 7 

Defence — Colonial 9 

Delegation  to  West  Indies 56,  314 

Death  of  Dr.  Slayter 299 


Education. 20,  61,  78,  81, 183, 194,  206,  223 

Equity  Law 68 

Estimates.  74, 158 


Financial  Statement 39 

Fisheries— Protection  of  (see  P.) 

H 

Harbors  in  Richmond 27 

Hospital  for  Insane — Report 55 

Halifax  Grammar  School 296,306 

Halifax  Horse  Railway 26 

I 

International  Exhibition 7 

Immigration 30 

Incorporation  Bills 72 

Inspection  of  Fish 147 


Lunenburg  Election .2 

Lunacy  Laws 24 

Lunenburg  Lutheran  Church 58 

License  Law 69,  313 

M 

Mines — Report  on 14 

Militia  Affairs 

Mining  Leases 50,  77, 109,  301,  304 

Mabou  Harbor ,,96 


Oil  Contract  with  Board  of  Works 80'j 


Pilotage. 52,  304 

Pictou  Railway.  .10,  13 

Discussion  on — Commenced. . . .86 

Concluded 182 

Post  Office  Report . . 13 

Protection  of  Fisheries 81,  45,  59 

Penitentiary 50 

Proclamation  to  Militia 1O7 

Poors’  Asylum 140,  304 

Provincial  and- City  Bonds. 195 

Q 

Quarantine  Station .304 


Railway — Halifax  Horse  26 

Reciprocity  Treaty 37,  48 

Railway  Damages 70 

Railway  Contractors— Petitions  from 75 

Railway  to  Yarmouth 85 

Railway — Pictou  (see  P.) 

Railway — Windsor  (see  W.) 


Speech— at  Opening 

at  Close; . 314 

School  Lands 4g(  313 


Trunk  Railway 21 

Telegraph  Company. 128,  208 

u 

Union  op  Colonies — 

29,  53,  61,185, 195,  211,224,  228  &c. 
United  Presbyterian  Church  Bill 208,  226,  296 

w 

Windsor  and  Annapolis  R R — Discussion  on, ...  10- 
Ways  and  Means igQ 


Yarmouth  Election. 


22 


ii  INDEX. 

INDEX  TO  SPEECHES  ON  PICTOU  RAILWAY  AND  UNION  OF  THE 

COLONIES. 


PICTOU  RAILWAY. 


Hon.  Provincial  Secretary 10,  99, 168 

Mr.  Archibald 86,  169 

Mr.  McLelan 113 

Mr.  Longley 122 

Mr.  Blanchard  128 

Mr.  McKay 155 

Mr.  Churchill 164 

Dr.  Hamilton 165 

Mr.  Tobin 168  • 


Mr.  Killam 1.32 

Hon.  Attorney  General 134, 141 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell • • • • 148 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon 153 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane 155 

Mr.  Parker ., 164 

Mr.  Blackwood 167 

Mr.  Donald  Fraser 167 


lion.  Provincial  Secretary. 

Hon.  Attorney  General 

Hon.  Financial  Secretary. . 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell 

Mr.  Locke. 

Mr.  Townsend 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell 

Mr.  Killam 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane 

Mr.  Ross 

Mr.  Lawrence 

Mr.  Hatfield 


UNION  OF  COLONIES. 


.190, 198.  211 

247 

269 

240 

241 

246 

258 

267 

283 

287 


.293 


Mr.  Archibald. . . . , 
Mr.  Annand. ...... 

Mr.  Miller- 

Mr.  McDonnell. . . , 
Mr.  Blanchard 

Mr.  Kaulback 

Dr.  Hamilton 

Mr.  McLelan 

Mr.  Blackwood 

Mr.  James  Fraser. 
Mr.  Coffin. ....  — 
Dr.  Brown. 


222 

,190, 195,  204,  228 

*..185 

191 

244 

254 

263 

276 

287 

288 


.293 


Note. — The  Reporter  of  the  House  of  Assembly  begs  leave  respectfully  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  Pamphlet,  containing  the  Debates  of  the  Session  of 
1866,  is  the  most  complete  publication  of  the  kind  that  has  ever  been  issued  since 
the  reports  have  been  given  in  this  [country  in  an  official  form.  The  amount  of 
matter  reported  is  largely  in  excess  of  that  actually  contracted  for.  The  debates  on  the 
Pictou  Railway,  and  Union  of  the  Colonies,  have  been  given  verbatim,  in  view  of  the 
interest  attaching  to  these  questions.  Mr.  Bourinot  also  thinks  it  but  just  to  add  that  he 
has  been  ably  assisted  in  the  performance  of  his  work  by  Mr.  John  S.  Thompson. 
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DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THB 

HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA, 

18  0 0. 


Thursday,  Feb.  22. 

Shortly  before  2 o’clock  p.  m.  the  Speaker 
took  the  chair  of  the  house,  and  after  a few 
minutes  the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black 
Rod  conveyed  the  command  of  His  Excellency 
for  the  attendance  of  the  House  in  the  Council 
Chamber.  . 

The  House  of  Assembly  having  attended  in 
obedience  to  His  Excellency’s  command,  His 
Excellency  opened  the  Session  with  the  fol- 
lowing Speech:— ^ 

Mr.  President , and  Honorable  Gentlemen  of  the 

Legislative  Council; 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 

Assembly: 

1.  It  affords  me  unfeigned  satisfaction,  in 
meeting,  for  the  first  time,  the  Legislature  of 
this  my  native  Province,  to  be  able  to  congra- 
tulate you  upon  a condition  of  prosperity  never 
before  equalled  in  the  history  of  the  Colony. 

2.  While  we  have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of 
peace  and  immunity  from  pestilence,  the  labors 
of  the  Husbandman  and  the  Fisherman  have 
been  crowned  with  success;  and  the  sale  of 
Crown  Lands,  the  development  of  our  Coal  and 
Gold  Mines,  the  receipts  from  our  Railways, 
and  the  Trade  and  Revenue  of  our  Province, 
ar«  greatly  in  excess  of  any  preceding  year. 

3.  A soldier  myself,  and  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  organization  of  the  -Volunteer 
movement  both  in  Great  Britain  and  in  this 
Province,  you  can  well  understand  the  deep 
gratification  it  has  afforded  me  to  find  the 
spirited  manner  in  which  my  countrymen  have 
responded,  by  the  organization  ot  a Militia 
Force  so  efficient,  to  the  call  to  prepare  for  any 
emergency  which  may  at  any  time  demand 
stout  hearts  and  trained  arms  for  the  defence 
of  the  inestimable  privileges  we  enjoy  as  sub- 
jects of  the  Crown  of  Britain. 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 

Assembly. 

4.  The  Public  Accounts  will  shortly  be 
placed  before  you.  The  Estimates  for  the 
year  will  be  prepared  with  as  much  regard  to 


economy  as  due  consideration  for  the  interests 
of  the  country  will  permit. 

Mr.  President,  and  Honorable  Gentlemen  of  the 

Legislative  Council: 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 

Assembly. 

5.  You  will  learn  with  regret  that,  notwith- 
standing the  united  efforts  of  the  British  North 
American  Colonies,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  have  adhered  to  their  determina- 
tion to  abrogate  the  arrangements  for  Recipro- 
cal Trade  which  have  for  the  past  eleven  years 
contributed  so  largely  to  the  harmony  and 
commercial  prosperity  of  both  the  neighboring 
Republic  and  these  Colonies;  but  I am  san- 
guine that  by  mutual  aid  and  co-operation 
among  the  Provinces,  and  under  the  fostering 
care  of  the  Mother  Country,  the  trade  of  Bri- 
tish North  America  may  be  so  directed  into 
new  channels,  and  our  valuable  fisheries  so 
protected,  as  to  meet  the  emergency  thus 
forced  upon  us  and  avoid  any  material  com- 
mercial inconvenience.  The  correspondence 
upon  this  subject  will  be  submitted  to  you. 

6.  You  will  be  gratified  to  be  informed  that 
the  efforts  to  represent  the  products  of  this  Pro- 
vince at  the  Dublin  Exhibition  resulted  very 
favorably — a large  number  of  medals  having 
been  awarded  to  our  exhibitors;  and  from  the 
necessity  which  now  exists  to  make  known  as 
widely  as  possible  the  great  natural  resources 
of  these  Provinces,  you  will,  I doubt  not,  make 
suitable  provision  for  the  due  representation 
of  Nova  Beotia  at  the  great  International  Exhi- 
bition to  take  place  in  Paris  in  1867. 

7.  Contracts,  based  upon  the  legislation  of 
last  Session,  have  been  entered  into  during  the 
recess  of  Parliament  for  the  extension  of  the 
Railways  from  Truro  to  the  border  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  from  Windsor  to  Annapolis. 
These  documents,  and  the  papers  connected 
therewith,  will  be  hud  before  you  at  an  early 
day. 

8.  In  accordance  with  instructions  received 
from  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  circulars 
were  transmitted  to  the  persons  in  charge  of  all 


DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


the  Prisons  in  the  Province,  making  enquiries 
as  to  their  condition.  These  documents,  with 
the  answers  to  the  enquiries  made,  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  your  consideration;  and  I will  be 
glad  if  some  means  should  be  devised  for  the 
due  inspection  of  all  places  of  imprisonment,  in 
order  to  promote  an  improvement  in  the  system 
and  uniformity  of  discipline. 

9.  Your  attention  will  also  be  invited  to  the 
important  question  of  Immigration,  in  the  hope 
that  a larger  number  of  those  seeking  a new 
home  may  be  made  acquainted  with  the  great- 
advantages  which  are  here  offered  to  industry, 
capital,  or  skill. 

10.  I confidently,  hope  that,  deeply  impressed 
with  the  gratitude  due  to  a beneficent  Provi- 
dence for  the  blessings  so  liberally  bestowed 
during  the  past  year,  your  united  deliberations 
will  result  in  promoting  the  continued  pros- 
perity of  this  highly  favored  land. 

THE  LUNENBURG  ELECTION. 

The  Speaker,  upon  the  return  of  the  House, 
proceeded  to  read  His  Excellency's  speech. — 
The  Speaker  also  announced  the  demise,  dur- 
ing the  vacation,  of  Dr.  Slocumb,  one  of  the 
representatives  of  Lunenburg,  and  the  issue  of 
a'  writ  to  supply  the  vacancy. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.,  by  command  of  His  Excel- 
lency, laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  the  return 
to  the  writ  for  the  election  of  a member  for  the 
county  of  Lunenburg,  which  was  then  read, 
announcing  the  election  of  Abraham  Hebb, 
Esq. 

Hon.  J.  H.  Anderson  and  Hon.  A.  Keith, 
the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  oaths, 
then  took  their  places,  and  Mr.  Hebb  being 
introduced  by  Messrs.  Annand  and  Ray,  ad- 
vanced and  was  sworn  in. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  the  usual 
order  for  the  franking  privilege  had  been 
made. 

BILL  PRO  FORMA. 

Mr.  S.  MacDonnell  then  asked  leave  to 
introduce  pro  forma  a bill  entitled  “ An  act  for 
the  patenting  of  useful  inventions.”  The  bill 
was  read  a first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time  on  a future  day. 

ANSWER  TO  THE  ADDRESS  MOVED. 

Dr.  Hamilton  said— I rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  for 
the  purpose  of  moving  the  answer  to  the 
speech  with  which  his  Excellency  the  Lieut. 
Governor  was  pleased  to  open  the  third  session 
of  the  twenty-fourth  Parliament  of  Nova 
Scotia. 

Every  Novascotian,  and  especially  thememr 
hers  of  this  House,  must  feel  gratified  that 
Her  Majesty  has  thought  proper  to  select  and 
appoint  as  her  representative  in  this  colony, 
one  of  Nova  Scotia’s  sons,  whose  talents  aiid 
bravery  have  won  him  so  distinguished  a 
name  in  the  British  Empire,  not  only  as  the 
heroic  defender  of  Kars,  but  in  other  import- 
ant positions.  As  our  Governor,  we  must  feel 
confident  that  in  the  exercise  of  his  great 
abilities  and  practical  knowledge,  Nova  Scotia 
has  been  placed  under  the  most  favorable 
circumstances  at  this  time. 

It  must  bo  gratifying,  too,  for  His  Excellency 
to  meet  the  Legislature  of  this  his  native 
Province  under  such  favorable  circumstances, 
for  I believe  never  before,  in  the  history  of 
Nova  Scotia,  was  every  branch  of  productive 
industry  in  so  healthy  and  flourishing  a 
condition  as  at  present. 


The  returns  from  the  various  sources  of 
revenue,  which  have  been  made  public,  enable* 
the  Government  to  meet  the  House  with  no 
demands  against  the  treasury,  'but,  on  the 
contrary,  with  a large  surplus. 

If  there  is  one  thing  more  than  another 
which  .should  inspire  confidence  in  a Govern- 
ment in  the  management  of  the  public  affairs, 
it  is  the  fact  that  the  productive  industry  and 
the  various  sources  of  wealth  are  steadily  on 
the  increase. 

A fiiU  treasury  not  only  enables  the  Govern- 
ment to  meet  all  the  existing  and  necessary 
appropriations,  but  it  does  more — it  enables 
them  to  make  provisions  for  the  extension  of 
the  public  works,  and  other  improvements 
which  from  time  to  time  are  required  by  the 
people. 

Now,  I do  not  feel  disposed,  in  making  these 
statements  and  exhibiting  the  figures  which 
will  follow,  to  attribute  all  the  increase  in  the 
trade,  commerce,  navigation,  agricultural  pro- 
duce, fisheries,  mines  and  minerals,  &c.,  to  the 
management  of  the  gentlemen  who  compose 
the  present  government,  but  this  much  I may- 
say,  that  just  in  so  far  as  the  people  have  con- 
fidence in  the  integrity,  practical  ability  and 
good  intentions  of  those  gentlemen,  so  far  do 
people  feel  security  in  entering  into  the 
prosecution  of  those  various  sources  of  industry 
and  trade,  which  result  in  the  enjoyment  not 
only  of  all  the  luxuries  of  life,  but  in  the  in- 
crease and  extension  of  the  productive  sources 
of  wealth. 

I believe  in  every  department  from  which  re- 
turns are  collected,  the  increase  over  previous 
years  is  remarkable,  and  as  far  as  the  produc- 
tive resources  of  our  Province  are  concerned, 
viz.,  the  fisheries,  agriculture,  mines,  minerals, 
and  other  departments  they  are  all  equally  in 
a healthy  and  flourishing  condition. 

A few  facts  and  comparisons  might  not  be 
amiss,  and  while  I do  not  feel  disposed  to  make 
.any  invidious  comparison  with  former  govern- 
ments under  different  parties,  I must  be  per- 
mitted to  refer  to  a few  figures  to  illustrate 
the  progress  which  has  been  made,  and  first  let 
us  take  tho  exports  of  Nova  Scotia. — 

In  1860,  under  the  management  of  our  prede- 
cessors, the  whole  exports  amounted  to 

$6,61 9,534 

While,. in  1865,  they  were  no  less  than  8,830,633 


Being  an  increase  of  no  less  than  $2,211,099 

If  there  can  be  any  doubt  about  the  state  of 
our  country  in  this  respect,  a reference  to  her 
exports  will  prove  her  prosperity,  aud  the  great 
increase  for  the  last  six  years  shows  pretty 
plainly  that  Nova  Scotia  is  progressing  in  her 
productive  capabilities  most  rapidly,  aud  we 
must  certainly  hope  it  may  long  continue.  I 
might  mention  that  during  the  years  1861-62-63, 
the  exports  of  the  Province  fell  off  no  less  than 
$1,242,169,  so  that  the  increase  has  been  most 
rapid,  amounting,  since  1862,  to  no  less  a sum 
than  $3,153,672. 

These  very  large  exports  and  imports  pro- 
duce a trade  from  which  a large  revenue  is  col- 
lected, and  as  far  as  the  Government  and  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  are  concerned,  noth- 
ing is  more  gratifying  than  to  have  a large  sur- 
plus revenue  to  return  to  the  people  in  the 
shape  of  grants  for  roads  and  bridges,  schools 
and  navigation  securities,  and  which  also  en- 
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ables  a Government  to  extend  public  works 
as  they  have  been  extended  during  the  exis- 
tence of  the  present  Legislature. 

Let  us  examine  the  other  departments:  take 
the  Crown  Land  Department,  for  instance,  and 
here  we  find  the  same  rapid  and  steady  in- 
crease under  the  control  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. In  I860  the  revenue  from  the  Crown 
Lands  was  $20,816,  and  it  declined  to  $15,001  in 
1862,  while  the  revenue  from  that  source  in  1865 
was  no  less  than  $43,13(5,  being  an  increase  over 
18(52  of  $28,033.  These  figures  likewise  indicate 
a corresponding  increase  in  the  population  of 
the  country,  for  many  of  the  grants  have  been 
taken  out,by  settlers. 

Take  another  department  of  the  public  ser- 
vice— the  Railway, — and  we  find  the  same  re- 
sults. Iu  18(52  the  receipts  of  the  Railway  were 
$139,106,  while  in  l8!-’5  they  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  $183,960,  being  an  increase  of  $14,853,  at 
the  same  time  we  have  evidence  of  the  good 
condition  of  the  road,  and  the  increasing  confi- 
dence the  people  feel  in  travelling  on  it. 

The  revenue,  which  gives  the  sinews  of  war 
to  a government  and  a legislature,  is,  in  this 
Province,  in  a most  gratifying  state,  as  will  be 
shown  by  the  following  items,  viz.,  in  1860  the 
whole  revenue  collected  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  $757,447,  and  iu  1862,  under  a tariff  of  12£  per 
ceut.,  beiug  an  increase  of  2£  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem duty,  the  sum  was  only  $916,853,  while  in 
1865  under  a 10  per  cent,  tariff,  the  revenue  ; 
amounted  to  $1,206,571,  being  an  increase  of 
$144,124,  the  increase  being  more  than  half  of 
the  entire  revenue  for  1860. 

The  coal  mines,  too,  exhibit  the  same  pros- 
perous condition,  for,  in  18(52,  the  amount  ship- 
ped iu  from  this  Province  was  only  392,631  tons, 
while,  in  1865,  the  number  of  tons  was  651,256, 
being  an  increase  of  258,625  tons.  This  branch 
of  trade  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  conhee- 
tiou  with  the  country,  aud  its  value  can  be  es- 
timated by  a glance  at  the  Island  of  Gape  Bre- 
ton abounding  in  seams  of  coal. 

The  gold  mines  are  not  an  exception,  for  we 
find  that,  in  1862,  there  were  only  7,110  oz.  rais- 
ed, while,  in  1865,  the  amount  was  21,876,  being 
an  increase  of  17,766  oz. 

Gold  mining  has  now  become  a settled  branch 
of  business  iu  this  Province,  and  as  it  will  af- 
ford an  export  to  meet  the  demands  made  up- 
on us  for  the  importation  of  necessary  articles 
of  consumption  from  foreign  countries,  too 
much  attention  cannot  be  given  to  the  encour- 
agement of  this  branch  of  our  industry. 

I have  thus  enumerated  many  of  the  impor- 
tant industrial  pursuits  of  Nova  Scotia,  aud 
produced  figures  to  show  her  prosperous  state. 

I will  not  lengthen  my  present  remarks  further 
than  to  allude  to  one  or  two  other  topics  men- 
tioned in  the  speech. 

Mention  is  made  of  the  attempts  by  our  Go- 
vernment to  negociatb  for  the  renewal  of  the 
Reciprocity  Treaty,  a treaty  by  which  we  were 
enabled  to  conduct,  very  beneficially  for  both 
countries,  a large  trade  with  t he  United  States, 
but  as  that  country  seems  disposed  to  erect  a 
Chinese  wail  about  her  borders,  and  thus  break 
off  a most  beneficial  trade,  we  must  find  new 
channels  for  the  exchange  of  our  productions, 
.and  if  by  the  present  negociat.ions  we  may  be 
enabled  to  open  new  trade  relations  with  the 
West  Indies  and  the  North  American  Provinces, 
the  information  obtained  and  the  practical  les- 


sons learned  from  the  ten  years  trade  carried 
on  under  the  treaty,  I trust  will  not  be  lost  to 
the  sagacious  people  of  Nova  Scotia  in  any 
such  new  channels  we  may  open  up. 

It  is  true  we  require  the  fiour  and  pork  of  the 
United  States,  and  some  other  important  arti- 
cles, but  let  us  encourage  home  productions; 
and,  as  far  as  manufactures  are  concerned,  I do 
not  see  why  we  cannot  compete  with  that  coun- 
try in  many  of  the  more  common  articles  in  use. 

Now,  in  the  article  of  boots  and  shoes,  we  are 
manufacturing  our  own  supply  to  a large  ex- 
tent, as  the  prosperous  factories  at  Annapolis, 
Wolfville,  Hants,  Colchester,  Pictou,  and  Hali- 
fax testify,  and  if  we  can  successfully  compete 
with  them  in  this  respect,  and  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  axes,  which  the  two  factories  of  Liver- 
pool and  Cornwallis  have  done  in  driving  the 
American  axes  from  our  market,  we  can  do  it 
in  oiher  articles  of  a similar  kind. 

Another  very  gratifying  feature  of  his  Excel- 
lency’s speech,  especially  to  the  members  of 
Hants,  Kings,  Annapolis,  Colchester  and  Cum- 
berland; is,  the  reference  to  the  fact  that  con- 
tracts and  arrangements  are  already  entered 
into  for  the  building  of  lines  of  Rail  way,  agree- 
ably to  the  legislation  of  the  past  session,  and  I 
think  if  there  is  any  one  thing  which  should  in- 
spire confidence  in' the  Government,  it  is  the  ear- 
nest desire  shown  to  construct  and  extend  for 
the  people,  East,  West,  and  North,  the  existing 
; lines  of  Railway,  and  I believe  the  mass  of  the 
’ people  will  receive  this  announcement  as  evin- 
cing the  determination  of  the  Government  to 
advance  their  interests. 

Nothing  in  my  opinion  has  such  a favorable 
tendency  to  develope  and  bring  to  the  notice 
of  the  people  the  various  resources  of  a country 
as  well  arranged  and  managed  Exhibitions, 
and  while  a young  country  like  Nova  Scotia 
has  not, the  wealth,  or  facility  for  collecting  and 
exhibiting  her  resources,  we  can,  in  connection 
with  exhibitions,  in  older  and  more  favored 
countries,  exhibit  our  products,  and  thus  show 
our  capabilities. 

The  exhibitions  of  London  .and  Dublin  have 
done  much  for  us  in  this  respect,  but  I conceive 
that  too  much  pains  and  trouble  or  even  ex- 
pense cannot  be  appropriated  better  than  in 
this  respect. 

The  proposed  Exhibition  at  Paris,  in  the 
spring  of  1867,  affords  a favorable  opportunity 
for  a further  display  of  our  coal,  gold,  iron,  and 
other  minerals,  as  well  as  of  our  agricultural 
productions,  and  I am  glad  to  find  that  His 
Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  bring  it  to  the 
notice  of  the  Legislature,  and  I hope  that  every 
necessary  arrangement  will  be  made,  on  a 
suitable  scale,  to  secure  a creditable  exhibition 
of  our  productions,  so  that  we  will  be  enabled 
to  win  as  many  medals  as  we  have  received  at 
the  Exhibitions  of  London  and  Dublin  and 
more  recently,  (having  taken  the  very  highest 
prize  at  jhe  recent  Exhibition  of  the  London 
Horticultural  Society,  viz.,  a Gold  Medal  for 
the  best  collection  oi  Fruit  and  Vegetables 
from  any  of  Her  Majesty’s  Colonies.)  With  . 
these  remarks,  sir,  I beg  leave  to  move  the  fol- 
lowing Reply  to  His  Excellency’s  Address: 

ANSWER  TO  ADDRESS. 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency,— 

We  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  Speech  with 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  open  the  present 
Session,  and  rejoice  that  iu  the  choice  of  a Lieutenant 
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Governor  the  selection  of  our  Gracious  Sovereign 
should  have  fallen  upon  a native  of  this  Province, 
whose  talent  and  bravery  has  won  for  him  a place  so 
distinguished  in  the  history  of  the  Empire. 

We  are  deeply  gratel ul  lor  the  blessings  of  peace, 
and  freedom  from  pestilence,  which  we  have  enjoyed 
during  the  past  year,  and  learn  with  much  satisfaction 
from  all  the  various  departments  of  the  unparalleled 
prosperity  of  our  country 

We  are  much  pleaded  to  learn  that  the  efforts  we 
have  made  to  aid  in  the  defence  ot  our  country,  and 
our  rights  as  British  subjects,  have  been  such  as  to 
warrant  the  commendation  of  a soldier  so  accomplish- 
ed as  yourself. 

The  public  accounts  will  receive  our  careful  con- 
sideration when  laid  before  us,  and  we  hope  to  lind 
the  estimates  adapted  to  the  necessities  of  the  country. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  there  is  no  immediate  pros- 
pect of  the  renewal  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  but  We 
confidently  reiterate  the  expectation  referred  to  by 
your  Excellency,  that  by  judicious  measures  for  the 
extension  of  our  Trade  in  new  channels,  and  the  vigor- 
ous protection  of  our  Fisheries,  no  material  incon- 
venience will  result  to  our  Commerce. 

It  alfords  us  much  satisfaction  to  be  informed  that 
the  efforts  to  represent  the  products  of  this  Province 
at  the  Exhibition  recently  held  in  Dublin  were  so 
successful,  and  fully  sensible  of  the  great  importance 
of  making  our  resources  better  known  abroad,  we 
shall  be  much  pleased  to  provide  for  the  due  represen- 
tation ot  this  Province  at  the  Exhibition  to  be  held  in 
Paris  in  1867. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  give  the  Contracts  made  for 
the  extension  of  the  Railways  from  Truro  to  Moncton, 
and  from  Windsor  to  Annapolis,  and  the  papers  con- 
nected therewith  our  caretul  attention 

We  will  also  examine  the  statements  collected  res- 
pecting the  management  of  our  prisons,  and  consider 
any  measures  which  may  be  proposed  for  their  better 
administration  with  the  deliberation  due  to  so  impor- 
tant a subject. 

Any  measures  adapted  to  promote  useful  Immigra- 
tion to  this  Province  will  obtain  our  hearty  co-opera- 
tion. 

We  desire  to  be  sincerely  thankful  to  Almighty  God 
for  the  blessings  so  bountifully  bestowed  during  Hie 
past  year;  and  join  your  Excellency  in  the  hope  that 
our  legislative  labours  may  conduce  to  the  cont  nued 
prosperity  of  our  common  country. 

Mr.  James  Fraser,  in  seconding  the  ad- 
dress to  fcLis  Excellency,  spoke,  in  effect  as  fol- 
lows: I do  not  intend,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  by  speaking  at  any  length, 
for  my  hon.  friend  who  has  preceded  me  has 
gone  over  nearly  all  the  subjects  which  required 
comment.  In  the  first  place  I would  say  that  I 
think  we  have  great  reason  to  be  proud  that  a 
native  of  this  Province  has  elevated  himself 
to  so  exalted  a postion  as  that  which  His  Ex- 
cellency at  present  occupies,  and  I have  no 
doubt  the  people  of  this  country  feel  highly 
pleased  at  his  appointment  to  that  station.  In 
this  instance  we  find  that  a colonist  h$s  con- 
ducted himself  with  such  ability,  integrity  and 
valor,  that  his  promotion  can  only  be  regarded 
with  pride  by  every  subject  of  the  Grown. 
That  promotion  is  in  conformity  with  the  max- 
im, “Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due”;  a rule 
which  secures  to  every  subject  of  the  Empire  a 
proper  reward  for  merit. 

"In  reference  to  the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  I 
may  say  that  while  I regret  that  that  treaty 
has  been  repealed,  I do  not  look  upon  our  con- 
dition as  some  do,  who  take  a very  desponding 
view  of  affairs,  but  on  the  contrary,  I consider- 
ed from  the  first  that  we  were  too  anxious  for 
its  continuance.  I would  not  be  willing  for 
my  part  to  accede  to  the  terms  upon  which  a 
renewal  of  negociations  were  offered,  and  I am 
happy  that  our  delegates  at  once  refused  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  conditions  which 


were  proposed.  We  may  find  ourselves  able 
to  get  along  very  well  without  the  treaty;  our 
commercial  relations  with  other  countries  will 
be  placed  on  a better  basis  than  hitherto;  the 
Colonies  will  feel  more  deeply  that  thev  are 
portions  of  one  great  empire,  and  I hope  such 
arrangements  will  be  made  as  to  secure  the 
continuation  of  our  prosperity. 

I have  no  desire  to  speak  ill  either  of  any  na- 
tion or  any  individual,  but  I do  think  the  Ame- 
rican people,  having  asked  the  repeal  of  the 
treaty,  should  not,  be  allowed— and  I think  that 
the  aid  of  Great  Britain  would  l>e  extended  to 
us  in  this  instauce— to  enjoy  the  privileges  in 
connection  with  our  fisheries  which  by  their 
own  conduct  they  have  forreited;  if  such  a de- 
termination on  our  part  were  evinced,  I think 
we  would  find  them  in  a few  years  enquiring 
the  terms  upon  which  the  old  arrangements 
could  be  restored. 

Another  matter  upon  which  I will  remark, 
is  the  willingness  with  which  our  people  have 
responded  to  the  call  made  upon  them  in  re“ 
ference  to  our  Militia  defence.  Heretofore  we 
have  not  done  a great  deal,  but  what,  has  been 
done  is  a guarantee  that  there  would  not,  he 
wan  ing  people  in  these  Provinces  ready  and 
willing  to  meet  the  aggressions  of  any  enemy 
coming  from  any  part  of  the  world.  While  1 
hope  that  the  day  of  danger  may  never  come, 
I feel  confident  that  if  it  should,  our  people 
would  prove  themselves  ready  to  defend  their 
hearths  and  homes  with  all  the  energy  of 
which  they  could  avail  themselves. 

Mr.  Archibald— I presume  the  usual  course 
will  be  pursued,  and  that,  the  reply  will  be  al- 
lowed to  lie  on  the  table  until  to-morrow.  I 
may  say  I am  not  aware  of  any  amendment  to 
be  suggested,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  my  friend 
from  Gornwaliis,  in  moving  the  address,  comes 
as  it  were  under  a flag  of  truce,  and  takes  the 
opportunity,  at,  the  same  time,  of  pouring  a vol- 
ley into  the  enemy.  It  would  be  a pleasure  to 
me  to  follow  that  gentleman  through  the  course 
of  his  argument,  and  to  show  that  be  was  mis- 
taken in  attributing  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try to  tne  management  of  the  administration, 
and  I think  I could  convince  the  House  that 
even  though  a worse  government  came  into 
power,  the  fish  would  still  be  caught  in  our 
waters,  the  coals  would  still  be  exported,  and 
apples  would  still  be  produced  in  our  orchards. 
It  would  afford  me  a pleasure  thus  to  show- 
how  slight  a foundation  he  had  for  his  argu- 
ment, and  I could  not  help  thinking  at  the  timo 
that  there  was  a great  deal  of  discord  between 
the  speech  that  the  lion,  gentleman  was  mov- 
ing and  the  speech  that  lie  was  making,  and  I 
trust  the  public  will  not  take  for  gospel  all  that 
was  contained  in  the  latter. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary — I think  there  can 
be  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  usual 
course  in  reference  to  the  Address.  There  may 
at  times  he  a convenience  in  passing  the  reply 
upon  the  same  day  as  that  on  which  it  is  moved, 
but  there  may  be  also  much  inconvenience.  I 
can  assure  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken,  that  we  will  only  be  responsible  for 
the  sentiments  contained  in  the  written  speech, 
and  when  my  friend  from  Kings  was  tempted 
by  the  field  which  opened  up  before  him  to 
stray  on  and  cull  a flower  or  two,  I have  no 
doubt  he  was  induced  to  adopt  that  course  by 
the  example  so  freely  set  him  by  gentlemen  at 
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the  other  side,  who  are  accustomed  to  take  very 
great  credit  to  themselves  when  the  country  is 
prosperous  under  their  management. 

Mr.  Archibald — It  is  quite  evident  that  the 
Administration  will  do  nothing  for  which  they 
cannot  avail  themselves  of  the  plea  afforded  by 
our  example. 

The  Answer  to  the  Address  was,  on  motion, 
laid  ou  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Friday  at  3 o’clock. 

Friday,  Feb.  23,  18G6. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

THE  ADDRESS. 

Dr.  Hamilton  moved  that  the  address  in 
answer  to  the  Governor’s  speech  do  pass.  (Mr. 
Archibald  being  absent,  it  was  understood  that 
the  address  should  be  adopted,  excepting  the 
last  clause,  to  give  that  geutleman  an  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  his  views.) 

Mr.  Archibald— I know  not  whether  it 
was  by  accideut  or  otherwise  that  the  clause 
which"  has  been  left  for  me  to  oppose  is  that 
which  expresses  gratitude  to  Providence  for 
the  blessings  of  the  past  year,  one  which  of  all 
others  I feel  disposed  to  endorse.  I recollect 
there  was  a celebrated  writer  who  ouce  sent  a 
letter  in  which  be  than  Ice  1 God  that,  his  work 
was  done,  and  the  reply  made  by  the  indivi- 
dual to  whom  it,  was  addressed  was  ‘‘  that  be 
was  exceedingly  happy  to  find  that,  Dr. 
Johnson  had  the  grace  to  thank  God  for 
anything.”  If  I were  disposed  to  cavil  at-  this* 
clause  at  all  it  would  he  on  a similar  ground, 
and  I would  merely  express  my  pleasure  that 
the  Government  have  had  the  grace  to  thank 
Providence  for  auything.  I must  say  I have 
not  a great  deal  of  fault  to  find  with  the  Gov- 
ernment as  far  as  thejaddress  and  answer  are 
concerned,  for  they  are  to  a great  extent  non- 
committal, and  if  I have  found  it  my  duty  to 
make  any  observations  at  all,  it  was  ouly  on 
account  of  the  entirely  unprecedented  address 
of  my  honorable  friend  to  whom  the  motion 
was  entrusted.  It  is  quite  clear  that  the  object 
wlrch  the  Government  had  in  view  in  framing 
such  an  address  and  reply  was,  that  we  should 
pass  to  the  business  of  t.he  House  and  the 
country  without  having  our  time  occupied 
with  a preliminary  discussion,  and  had  the 
honorable  member  for  Kings  accepted  the 
position  thus  pointed  out  to  him,  I would 
have  felt  I was  not  doing  my  duty  in 
detaining  the  Bouse  for  a single  hour  or  a sin- 
gle minute  in  discussing  the  topics  to  which 
reference  has  been  made.  More  than  that,  if 
these  observations,  which  appeared  spontane- 
ous, had  not  been  circulated  on  the  wings^of 
the  press  to  the  people  of  this  Province,  I 
would  have  been  silent,  but  although  in  the 
Reporter  of  last  night  not  a word  was  said  as 
to  the  nature  of  these  observations,  I regret  to 
find  that  they  have  been  fully  circulated  in  the 
papers  of  this  mornin  :.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and  after  remarks  made  in  such  a de- 
preciatory tone,  I feel  I would  be  worse  than 
criminal  were  I to  sir  here  without  strenuous- 
ly protesting  against  the  course  which  has 
been  pursued.  I do  not  intend,  however,  to 
go  into  an  elaborate  review  of  the  foun  lation 
on  which  the  hon  gentleman  based  his  argu- 
ment, but  does  that  hon  gentleman  under- 
take to  tell  this  house  that  the  increase  in 
the  prosperity  of  this  country,  the  increase 


of  her  trade  and  of  her  revenue,  are  due  to  the 
Government  by  whom  our  affairs  have  been 
mauaged  for  the  past  three  years  ? I will  do 
him  the  justice  to  say,  that  I do  not  take  such 
to  he  his  intention,  aud  that  I imagine  he  is 
willing  to  make  some  considerable  deduction 
for  the  nal  ural  growth  of  the  country,  and  that, 
be  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  her  expansion 
of  trade  aud  great  financial  success  are 
altogether  due  to  the  ability  and  management 
of  the  gentlemen  who  occupy  the  Treasury 
benches.  Whatever  his  meaning  was,  I chal- 
lenge him  to  put  his  finger  upon  a single  line, 
in  reference  to  any  financial  matter,  which  has 
been  altered  since  their  predecessors  went  out 
of  office;  and  yet  he  presumes  to  take  credit 
for  all,  excepting  a small  deduction,  of  our 
prosperity,  as  due  to  the  ability  of  the  gentle- 
men whom  he  supports.  I just  ask  him,  and 
I think  it,  but  fair  he  should  give  me  his  reply 
without  the  suggestion  of  his  leader,  whether 
he  can  point  to  a single  line,  or  to  half  a line, 
that  has  been  added  since  these  gentlemen, 
cauie  into  power  that  has  increased  ouv 
revenue.  If  he  fails  to  do  so,  I think  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  deduction  which  he  has  made 
is  entirely  inadequate.  Every  body  must  he 
prepared  to  admit  that  circumstances  have  oc- 
curred which  have  made  a most  material  dif- 
ference in  the  trade  of  our  country.  The  hon. 
member  has  told  us  how  the  revenue  fell  off  iu 
1861  and  1862,  but  is  he  going  to  ignore  netirely 
the  fact  that  dining  that  period  an  internecine 
conflict  of  immense  proportions  interfer- 
ed with  our  commerce,  and  suspended  the 
operations  of  industry  in  the  neighbouring 
States.  Was  all  this  to  take  place  without 
an  interruption  of  trade  when  one-third  of 
that  trade  was  with  the  country  involved  in 
the  civil  war?  When  the  first  gun  was  fired 
a large  portion  of  our  exports  immediately  fell 
off.  and  so  they  continued  to  decline  during  the 
continuance  of  that  struggle;  and  yet  we  are 
told  that  the  decline  was  owing  to  the  Govern- 
ment which  managed  affairs  at  that  time,  and 
that  therefore  the  increase  of  trade,  when  trade 
was  turned  into  new  channels,  is  due  to  the, 
energy  of  the  gentlemen  now  in  power.  Is 
the  hon.  member  also  prepared  to  say  that  if 
the  ieteal  of  t.he  Reciprocity  Treaty,  to  the 
consequences  of  winch  many  of  our  people 
look  with  t.be  utmost  foreboding,  should 
again  cause  a large  portion  of  our 
exports  to  fall  off,  the  Government 
will  be  responsible  for  the  results?  Bad  as  I 
think  i be  management  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment has  been,  and  much  as  I am  disposed  ro 
condemn  many  of  their  proceedings,  I should, 
be  sorry  to  blame  them  for  that  over  which 
they  have  no  contronl,  and  yet  in  that  case 
they  would  be  as  responsible  as  we  were  for 
the  effects  of  the  convulsion  in  1862;  and  when 
the  hon  member  asks  the  people  to  believe  that 
our  present  prosperous  condition  is  due  to  any- 
thing else  than  circumstances,  he  is  asking  us 
to  give  credit  to  that  which  the  merest,  tyro  in 
such  matters  would  reject  as  unworthy  of  be- 
lief. He  has  spoken  about  the  state  of  the  ta- 
riff in  1860  and  the  subsequent  years;— there 
was  no  alteration  to  any  significant  amount, 
however,  and  he  will  find  that  the  imports  are 
exactly  synonymous  with  the  revenue,  which 
increased  exactly  in  proportion  as  the  tariff 
was  raised,  aud  ha  will  further  find  that  any- 
thing which  accounts  for  an  increase  or  im- 
ports accounts  for  an  increase  of  revenue,. 
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I know  it  will  be  said  that  gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  house  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
taking  credit  to  themselves  when  the  country 
has  been  in  a prosperous  condition  under  their 
management;  but  I will  answer,  circum- 
stances alter  cases,  and  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  we  claimed  credit  were  very  differ- 
ent from  those  existing  now.  At  that  time  a 
large  part  of  our  imports  came  from  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  facilities  for  smuggling  existed 
to  an  extent  infinitely  beyond  wbat*the,y  do 
now;  but  at  present  the  entire  current  is  re- 
versed, and  instead  of  requiring  the  vigilauce 
which  once  was  necessary,  our  revenue 
is  collected  with  ease  at  those  seaports 
which  have  intercourse  wkh  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  we  fairly  at  that  time  claimed 
what  we  had  a right  to  claim,  because 
on  the  vigilance  which  was  exercised  depended 
the  resources  we  commanded.  I say,  therefore, 
as  to  the  first  part  of  the  honorable  member’s 
speech,  that  he  has  been  using  two  arguments 
doubled  into  one  ; and,  that  as  far  as  our  pres- 
ent position  is  coricerned,  there  are  circum- 
stances connected  with  our  trade  which  enable 
us  not  only  to  collect  duties  on  imports  for 
home  consumption,  but  duties  on  articles  in- 
tended for  consumption  in  the  United  States, 
and  that  under  such  circumstances  our  trade 
cannot  but  increase  and  prosper. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  has  referred  to 
the  increase  of  our  coal  trade,  and  I would 
again,  in  reference  to  that  department,  ask 
him  to  put  his  finger  upon  any  thing 
that  has  been  done  to  inersase  that  trade 
Does  the  government  work  a mine,  by  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  they  have  swollen  the  receips? 
I believe  they  have  one  mine  which  they  make 
an  extensive  source  of  profit  to  themselves, 
and  that  is  the  Treasury  which  they  control, 
but  I am  not  aware  of  any  other  mine  into  whk  h 
they  delve  deep  to  extort  the  precious  metal, 
although  tbe  hon.  member  may  be  able  to  point 
one  out  to  us.  I find  that  in  1860  the  entire 
export  of  coal  was  but  130  000  chaldrons,  while 
in  1865  it  amounted  to  430,000  chaldrons,  so 
that  in  a part  of  five  years  the  enormous 
export  of  coal,  swelling  as  it  does  the  to- 
tal of  our  exports,  has  risen  to  three 
times  what  it  was  five  years  ago.  But  suppose 
it  just  possille,  that  in  one  of  the  inscrutable 
dispensations  of  Providence  by  which  Re  some- 
times inflicts  an  unworthy  Government  upon 
a Province,  an  administration  even  worse 
than  that  at  present  existing  were  to  come  in- 
to power,  and  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  were  to 
continue,  does  he  mean  to  tell  us  that  any  go- 
vernment, however  bad,  could  prevent  our 
coal  miues  in  the  various  parts  of  the  country 
from  yielding  their  supply?  Does  he  mean  (o 
insult  the  intelligence  of  the  House,  and 
the  intelligence  of  the  freeholders  whom  he 
represents,  by  telling  us  that  the  goverment 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  increase  in  our 
•coal  exports?  JSot  content  with  that,  the  hon. 
gentleman  has  gone  into  the  Crown  Land  De- 
partment; but  I ask  him  again  to  point  me  out 
a line,  nay,  half  a line,  a word,  a syllable,  or  a 
letter  that  has  been  changed  by  the  govern- 
ment which  he  adores?  and  yet  he  would 
go  down  on  his  knees  and  say  to  these  Baals, 
■“  It  is  to  you  that  we  are  indebted  for 
all  this.”  But  he  must  even  go  further 
and  refer  us  to  the  Railway  Department,  al- 
though I should  have  supposed  that  if  there 


was  anything  he  would  have  avoided  it  would 
have  been  getting  off  the  track  upon  the  rail- 
way. Now,  I can  tell  him,  bad  as  he  thinks 
the  late  government  were,  they  can  take  credit 
for  far  more  than  has  been  done  by  the  pre- 
sent; for  in  1859  the  railway  department,  in- 
stead of  paying  its  working  expenses,  left  a 
loss  of  over  £2099,  which  had  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  public  treasury,  besides  the  entire  inte- 
rest of  tbe  money  expended  on  tbe  road;  and 
when  we  came  into  power  in  1860,  at  the  end 
of  the  very  first  year  of  our  administration,  so 
far  from  there  being  a balance  against  us,  we 
had  £5067  to  the  good. 

Dr.  Hamilton. — Should  that  go  to  the 
credit  of  tbe  Government? 

Mr,  Archibald  — Certainly,  for  that  was  a 
revenue  which  the  Government  could  control; 
they  don’t  work  the  mines;  nor  take  out  grants 
of  Crown  Lands,  but  when  that  department  is 
economically  or  profusely  managed  there  is 
all  the  difference  in  the  world,  so  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman’s  interruption  only  enables 
me  to  give  him  a more  emphatic  reply.  Now 
then  the  only  department  that  the  present 
Government  could  do  harm  to  they  did 
injure,  for  while  there  was  that  balance 
to  the  good  (amounting  in  tbe  year 
on  which  we  went  out  of  office  to  £9,295, 
and  shewing  that  though  we  took  charge  of 
affairs  with  an  annual  loss  to  he  met,  we  con- 
verted that  loss  into  a profit),  the  very  first 
year  these  gentlemen  held  the  reins  of  author- 
ity that  balance  was  reduced  to  £5427.  That 
the  receipts  have  increased  from  year  to  year 
is  due,  not  to  the  Government,  but  to  the  great 
increase  and  growth  of  the  various  interests  of 
the  country  and  of  the  trade  upon  which  this 
revenue  depends.  I have  asked  for  lines  and 
for  syllables,  and  I will  ask  now  have  the  Go- 
vernment altered  the  fares?  Have  they 
done  any  thing  to  account  for  the  in- 
crease, excepting  only  the  additional  work 
on  the  line  which  of  itself  has  .largely  in- 
creased the  traffic?  As  far  as  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Pictou  line  is  concerned,  I have 
given  the  government  all  the  aid  in  my  power, 
but  is  it  to  he  supposed  that  the  expenditure  of 
half  a million  of  money,  a large  portion  of 
which  necessitates  traffic,  should  not  add  to  the 
Railway  Revenue?  Therefore  while  these  facts 
are  considered,  a large  allowance  must  be  made 
for  the  demand  which  construction  makes  upon 
the  energies  of  a country,  and  anybody  who 
has  seen,  as  I have  had  opportunity  of  seeing, 
the  large  amount  of  traffic  which  tl\at  con- 
struction occasions  will  be  able  to  understand 
this  circumstance. 

Having  made  these  remarks  in  a very  hur- 
ried manner,  I will  apologize  for  having  called 
attention  to  matters  which  haye  been  discussed 
before,  but  I think  the  house  will  feel  that  if  E 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  do  so,  it  was  not  be- 
cause I had  no  provocation,  and  if  the  hon. 
member  for  Kings  had  followed  the  cue  given 
to  him  by  tbe  government,  I would  have  been 
entirely  wrong  in  making  these  observations; 
but  I think  no  one  would  have  asked  me  to 
sit  silent  after  hearing  a government  of  which 
I had  been  a member  assailed,  and  after  hear- 
ing the  present  prosperity  of  the  country 
ascribed  to  the  superior  skill . of  our 
successors.  Of  that  prosperity  I think  I may 
say  that,  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House 
are  as  proud  as  gentlemen  opposite,  and  will 


OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY, 


7 


be  as  desirous  of  seeing  fair  use  made  of  the 
resources  thus  placed  at  our  disposal,  and  we 
only  hope  and  pray  that  our  revenues  may 
largely  increase,  feeling  that  the  time  may 
not  be  far  distant  when  we  will  understand 
their  value.  Those  who  reflect  upon  the  repeal 
of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  must  feel  the  ap- 
oroach  of  a period  in  our  history  when  it  will 
become  us  to  make  every  exertion  we  can,  and 
to  refrain,  as  far  as  possible,  from  incurring 
liabilities,  that  we  maybe  prepared  for  what 
awaits  us. 

On  t he  conclusion  of  the  hon.  gentleman’s 
remarks,  the  Address  passed  by  unanimous 
consent. 

REVISING  COMMITTEE. 

The  following  Revising  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed Provincial  Secretary,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, Locke,  Archibald,  Tobin,  Annand,  Blan- 
chard. 

ANSWER  PRESENTED  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 

The  House  at  a quarter  to  five  o’clock  pro- 
ceeded to  Government  House  and  presented 
the  answer  to  the  Address.  The  Speaker,  on 
their  return,  announced  that  His  Excellency 
had  been  pleased  to  make  the  following  reply: 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly 

I thank  you  for  your  loyal  Address;  the  per- 
sonal allusion  to  my  own  services  is  most  gra- 
tifying to  me;  I feel  satisfied  that  the  business 
of  the  session  will  receive  due  attention  at 
your  bauds. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION  AT  PARIS  , 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution:  Resolved,  Thjf  in  the  opinion 
of  this  house  it  is  most  important  that  the  re- 
sources of  this  Province  should  be  known 
abroad  as  widely  as  possible,  and  that  his  Ex- 
cellency be  authorized  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  to  have  Nova  Scotia  duly  repre- 
sented at  the  International  Exhibition  to  be 
held  at  Paris  in  1867,  and  that  this  house  will 
provide  the  necessary  funds  for  the  purpose, 
in  moving  this  resolution,  the  hon  gentleman 
referred  to  the  great  advantages  that  the  Pro- 
vince bad  derived  from  having  been  repre- 
sented at  the  great  London  Exhibition  in  1861. 
as  well  as  at,  the  smaller  one  of  Dublin  held 
more  recently.  Such  exhibition.3  tended  to 
, give  that  publicity  to  our  manifold  resources 
which  was  absolutely  required  to  bring  capi- 
tal and  skill  into  the  country.  The  approach- 
ing exhibition  at  Paris  would  perhaps  exceed 
any  one  that  has  been  hitherto  held  in  Europe. 
The  long  period  given  for  preparation  would 
enable  all  countries  to  make  the  arrangements 
necessary  to  place  their  productions  in  the  best 
light  possible  before  the  many  thousands  of 
the  most  intelligent  men  and  women  of  the 
world  who  would  visit  that  most  remarkable 
collection  of  ihe  wealth  of  nations. 

Mr.  Archibald  expressed  the  pleasure  he 
felt*  in  seconding  a resolution  which  commend- 
ed itself  so  greatly  to  him.  If  the  matter  were 
new  to  the  house— if  gentlemen  were  asked 
for  the  first  time  to  expend  public  money  for 
such  a purpose  as  the  resolution  proposed, 
there  might  be  some  reason  for  hesitation ; but 
the  undoubted  benefits  which  this  country  had 
derived  from  her  representation  at  previous 
exhibitions  were  a conclusive  argument  in  fa- 
vour of  most  energetic  efforts  in  connec- 


tion with  the  great  World’s  Fair  at  Paris. 
Previous  to  the  London  Exhibition  of  1861,  the 
ignorance  that  existed  in  Great  Britaiu  in  res- 
pect to  the  capabilities  of  this  Province  was 
most  deplorable.  That  exhibition  dispelled  to 
a very  large  extent  the  existing  ignorance,  and 
ga  ve  the  world  some  idea  of  the  resources  of 
this  much  depreciated  province.  The  ap- 
proaching Paris  Exhibition  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, be  one  of  the  grandest  affairs  of  the 
kind  the  world  ever  witnessed,  and  he  there- 
fore seconded  the  resolution  before  the  house 
with  the  greatest  cordiality. 

THE  RECENT  DELEGATION  TO  ENGLAND— 
ITS  RESULTS. 

Hon  Provincial  Secretary  next  laid  on 
the  table  copies  of  correspondence  relative  to 
the  recent  delegation  to  England,  composed  of 
himself  and  the  Attorney  General,  and  in 
doing  so,  made  remarks  to  this  effect:  I may 
say  this  subject  was  not  referred  to  in  the 
Speech  with  which  the  session  was  opened, 
because  that  delegation  which  took  place  dur- 
ing the  recess,  not  having  received  the  pre- 
vious authorization  of  the  Legislature,  it  Was 
thought  more  in  unison  with  the  feelings  of 
gentlemen  on  both  sides,  if  we  deferred  mak- 
ing any  mention  of  the  subject  until  the 
papers  connected  therewith  were  submitted 
for  consideration.  You  are  aware  that  the 
action  of  the  Legislature  during  the  last  ses- 
sion called  the  attention  of  the  government 
during  the  recess  to  a number  of  very  import- 
ant i natters.  The  legislation  of  this  house  au- 
thorized us  to  enter  into  contracts  for 
lines  of  railway  from  Truro  to  the  borders  of 
New  Brunswick  and  from  Windsor  to  Anna- 
polis, upon  certain  specified  terms.  That  leg- 
islation was  communicated  to  certain  parties 
in  England  and  elsewhere  whom  the  govern- 
ment knew  were  desirous  of  contracting  for 
these  public  works.  Some  time  after  the  proro- 
gation of  the  House  the  government  received 
a communication  from  the  International  Con- 
tract Company  (with  whom  we  had  previous 
correspondence  which  was  submitted  last  ses- 
sion) iuti  mating  that  they  were  prepared  to 
discuss  the  project  of  constructing  the  propos- 
ed lines  of  railway  with  authorized  parties. 
Inasmuch  as  the  legislation  of  this  House  re- 
quired the  joint  action  7of  New  Brunswick  in 
order  to  connect  our  railway  from  Truro  with 
that  of  the  sister  province,  I proceeded  soon 
af  er  the  prorogation,  by  command  of  His  Ex- 
cellency to  Fredericton  where  the  Legislature 
was  still  in  session.  My  object  was  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  Government  of  New  Bruns- 
wick was  prepared  to  act  in  connection  with 
our  own  in  conformity  with  the  legislation 
which  had  passed  this  House.  I placed  my- 
self in' communication  with  the  members  of 
that  Government,  and  after  mature  delibera- 
tion we  were  entirely  of  opinion  that  this  sub- 
ject could  only  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by 
means  of  a delegation  from  the  governments 
of  the  two  provinces  to  England.  At  London 
they  would  be  able  to  personally  confer  with 
the  companies  and  capitalists  who  might  be 
prepared  to  undertake  this  work,  and  espe- 
cially with  the  company  with  whom  we  had 
previous  correspondence.  You  are  also  aware 
that  a Committee  of  this  House  have 
called  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to  the  great  importance  of  doing  everything  in 
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their  power  to  continue  the  Reciprocity  Treaty 
on  terms  favorable  to  this  Province.  The  atten- 
tion of  this  government  had  also  been  drawn 
by  the  Committee  on  Fisheries  to  the  exaction 
of  duties  by  the  Newfoundland  government 
from  our  fishermen  on  the  Labrador  coast. 
Money  had  also  to  be  provided  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Pictou  line  of  railway  on  as  favora- 
ble terms  as ‘possible.  The  government,  too, 
had  been  authorized  by  this  house  to  obtain 
the  services  of  a thoroughly  competent  Inspec- 
tor of  Mines.  Immigration  was  another  sub- 
ject which  we  felt  was  pressing  upon  our  no- 
tice, and  might  be  considerably  promoted  by 
the  information  we  would  be  able  to  obtain  in 
London  on  the  subject.  The  result  was  that 
the  Attorney  General  and  myself  were  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  proceed  to  England  in 
connection  with  these  very  important  ques- 
tions. We  proceeded  to  England  and  the  re- 
sult of  our  visit  is  detailed  in  the  papers  which 
are  now  before  you. 

I may  state,  however,  that  we  had  the  hon- 
our of  an  interview  with  the  Right  Honoura- 
ble the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
soon  after  our  arrival.  At  that  interview  my 
colleague  and  myself  stated  the  deep  interest 
the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  felt  in  the  renewal  of 
the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  and  called  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Cardwell  to  the  fact  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  representations  made  by  this  Govern- 
ment upon  the  right  to  be  consulted  in  rela- 
tion to  any  treaty  which  would  deal  so 
largely  with  the  territorial  interests  of 
this  Province,  we  observed  with  surprise 
and  re(gret  that  in  the  paper  recently  laid  be- 
fore Parliament,  and  which  we  had  seen  for 
the  first  time  after  our  arrival  inEngland.it 
was  stated  that.  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  the  Bri- 
tish Minister  at  Washington,  had  only  been 
instructed  to  confer  with  the  Government  of 
Canada  upon  that  subject.  Mr.  Cardwell  re- 
plied that  the  action  taken  by  her  Majesty’s 
Government  bad  been  at  the  instance  of  a de- 
putation from  the  Canadiau  Government,  and 
that  they  would  now  be  prepared  to  give  the 
fullest  consideration  to  any  representations 
which  we  had  to  offer  on  the  part  of  Nova 
Scotia.  We  urged  the  rights  which  all  the 
Provinces  interested  had  to  be  consulted  in 
regard  to  a Reciprocity  Treaty  affecting  the 
whole,  and  the  increased  weight  which  their 
joint  and  co-operative  action  would  give  to 
any  proposals  which  might  be  submitted,  and 
the  greater  security  which  would  be  afforded 
that  any  treaty  concurred  in  by  representa- 
tives from  the  different  governments  of  all  the 
colonies  would  be  accepted  by  the  various  Le- 
gislatures by  which  such  treaty  would  require 
to  be  adopted.  We  also  referred  to  the  desi- 
rability of  an  early  understanding  between  the 
governments  of  the  different  colonies  as  to  the 
best  means  of  meeting  the  altered  circumstan- 
stances  in  their  trade,  in  case  the  Reciprocity 
Treaty  were  not  renewed.  At  a subsequent 
interview  Mr.  Cardwell  did  us  the  honour  to 
submit  the  draft,  of  a despatch  to  hisJExcel- 
lency  the  Governor-General,  authorizing  his 
Lordship  to  summon  a Confederate  Council 
upon  commercial  treaties,  to  he  composed  of 
representatives  from  the  governments  of  Ca- 
nada, Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  New- 
foundland, and  Prince  Edward  Island.  In 
response  to  the  action  of  that  Confederate 
Council,  subsequently  held  under  the  auspices 


of  the  Governor-General,  arrangem  nrs  were 
made  to  send  deputations  to  the  West  India 
Islands  and  ehe  where  for  the  purpose  of  open- 
ing up,  if  possible,  new  channels  for  trade,  and 
meeting  the  emercencv  that  might  arise  from 
the  repeal  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty. 

We  placed  the  matter  of  the  exaction  of  du- 
ties on  our  fishermen  on  the  coast  of  La- 
to-ador  in  the  strongest,  light  possible,  though 
1 regret  to  say  that  t he  correspondence  which 
is  here  detailed  did  not  result  as  we  would 
wish.  There  is  no  indisposition  on  the  part  of. 
the  Imperial  Government  to  give  effect  to  the 
views  of  this  Legislature,  but  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  decided  that  the  law  under  which 
the  Government,  of  Newfoundland  has  levied 
these  duties  having  received  the  absent  of  Her 
Majesty,  there  is  no  power  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  Imperial  Government  enabling 
them  to  interfere  with  the  matter;  and  the  on- 
ly course  that,  under  the  circumstances  remain 
to  us  is  to  test  the  question  in  the  Courts  of 
Law  in  Newfoundland,  and  then  if  necessary 
by  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council.  I have  little 
doubt  that  such  a course  would  prove  the  ille- 
gal character  of  this  exaction. 

We  placed  ourselves  in  communica- 
tion with  the  International  Contract 
Company  in  reference  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  proposed  line  of  , railway. 
Having  satisfied  ourselves,  by  careful  enquiry, 
of  the  ability  of  the  Company  to  fulfil  their  en- 
gagements, we  were  extremely  anxious  to 
embrace  the  line  to  Annapolis,  as  well  as  that 
to  New  Brunswick,  within  the  contract,;  but 
the  obstacle  interposed  by  the  clause  iu  our 
act  providing  for  the  construction  of  those 
lines,  which  authorizes  the  Government  at  any 
time  forever  to  assume  the  ownership  of  the 
line,  was  so  great  that  we  were  defeated  in  that 
object,  and  but  for  the  combination  of  interest 
between  the  International  Contract  Company 
and  a company  in  course  of  organization,  with 
a large  capital,  for  the  purpose  of  open- 
ing the  Spring  Hill  Coal  Mines  upon  an 
extensive  scale,  we  could  not  have  ef- 
fected a contract  even  for  the  Trunk  line. 
In  the  course  of  those  negotiations  we  found  it 
ntecessary,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
construction  of  the  Railway,  and  opening  the 
mines,  to  assure  the  Hon.  Mr  Dickey  and  «T. 
Levisey,  Esq.,  who  represente  1 some  ten  min- 
ing rights  of  search  at,  Spring  Hill,  that  the 
Government  would  give  to  the  holders  of 
those  areas  the  fullest  privileges  consistent 
with  the  law  and  regulations  relating  to  mines 
I may  here  mention  that  a contract,  was  si- 
multaneously entered  into  betwee  a the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  New  Brunswick  Govern- 
ment and  the  same  company,  for  the  extension 
of  the  line  from  the  border  of  New  Brunswick 
to  Moncton.  As  the  whole  question  of  the  con- 
tract is  fully  detailed  in  the  papers  before  you, 
l8hall  merely  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  one  respect  in  which  we  consent- 
ed. to  depart  from  the  legislation  of  last  session. 
I am  sure,  however,  that  our  action  will  meet 
with  the  hearty  concurrence  of  both  sid-'.s  of 
the  House.  We  relinquished  the  right  on  the 
part  of  the  government  to  capitalize  the  sub- 
vention, unless  by  mutual  consent,  and  this 
Province  has  been  relieved  from  th  s obligatiou 
to  take  £80,000  stg.  of  stock,  authorized  by  the 
act,— six  per  cent,  interest  on  that  amount  for 
twenty  years  being  accepted  as  an  equivalent 
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therefor.  The  latter  step  we  took  after  con- 
sultation with  the  Messrs.  Baring,  who  thought 
it  would  improve  our  condition  in  the  money 
nrnrkt-*- 

I have  already  stated  that  we  were  unable 
to  make  any  arrangements  whilst  in  England 
for  the  construction  of  the  railvzay  to  Annapo- 
lis. The  International  Contract  Company  ob- 
jected to  touch  the  line  at  all  under  existing 
circumstances.  They  wished  to  make  a sur- 
vey of  the  ground  first  before  entering  on  any 
contract  for  the  work.  We  made,  however, 
all  the  efforts  we  could  to  carry  out  the  desire 
of  the  Legislature  in  respect  to  this  railway, 
and  were  placed  in  communication  with  seve- 
ral parties  on  the  subject.  The  papers  that 
will  be  immediately  submitted  to  you  will 
show  that  the  matter  was  subsequently  placed 
in  a satisfactory  position.  Two  gentlemen  came 
out  somewhat  recently — Messrs.  Harris  and 
Smith,  two  eminent  engineers  of  London — for 
the  purpose  of  entering  into  negotiations  for 
the  construction  of  the  railway  to  Annapolis. 
Having  examined  the  line  they  returned  and 
informed  us  that  they  were  prepared  to  enter 
into  a contract  on  behalf  of  well  known  rail- 
way contractors  in  England  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railway.  They  required  that  the 
bridge  to  be  built  across  the  Avon  should  be 
owned  by  themselves,  and  this  we  agreed  to. 
The  government  were,  however,  enabled  to 
take  a step  in  connection  with  this  concession 
that  will  meet  with  your  approval,  and  that 
was,  that  the  company  should  not  only  build  a 
railway  bridge,  but  one  which  would  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Province  and  afford  a highway  to 
the  people.  The  toll  bridge  across  the  Avon 
has  long  been  a source  of  great  annoyance  to 
the  public,  whilst  it  is  not  likely  to  last  very 
long.  When  these  gentlemen  stated  that  they 
were  prepared  to  enter  into  a contract  for  the 
construction  of  the  work,  we  carefully  consi- 
dered their  proposition.  The  contract  was 
entered  into,  with  Messrs.  Smith  and  Harris,  on 
behalf  of  George  Knight  & Co.,  railway  con- 
tractors in  London.  They  were  known  to  us 
as  haying  successfully  carried  through  several 
most  important  railway  works  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  contract,  however,  made  this  pro- 
viso: that  unless  George  Knight  & Co.  directly 
entered  into  arrangements  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Governor  and  Council  — showed  that 
they  had  the  disposition  and  means  to  carry 
out  the  work — by  the  first  of  February  ensu- 
ing, the  contract  should  be  declared  null  and 
void.  I may  here  observe  that  one  of  the  engi- 
neers in  question,  when  they  entered  into 
the  contract,  showed  authority  from  George 
Knight  & Co.  to  enter  into  engagements  for  the 
struction  of  works  in  this  province.  However, 
the  House  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  by  the  first 
day  of  February  Messrs.  Smith  & Harris  re- 
turning, bringing  full  powers  of  Attorney  from 
George  Knight  & Co.,  accompanied  by  a letter 
of  credit  from  some  of  the  most  eminent  capi- 
talists in  Great  Britain, — Sir  John  Dalrymple 
Hay,  Bt , Mr.  Chapham,  Mr.  O’Birney,  &c., — 
stating  that  they  were  prepared,  on  the  passage 
oi  an  act  incorporating  the  Annapolis  and 
Windsor  Railway  Company,  to  find  the  capi- 
tal necessary  to  complete  the  work.  Under 
that  authority  the  contract  has  been  entered 
intoj  with  George  Knight  & Co.,  through 
Messrs  Smith  & Harris,  and  an  act  will  be  in- 
troduced to  incorporate  the  Windsor  and 


Annapolis  Railway  Company,  under  which 
these  eminent  capitalists  to  whom  I have  re- 
ferred will  be  bound.  The  work  is  to  be  com- 
menced in  May  and  finished  in  two  years. 

The  correspondence  with  Messrs.  Baring  will 
show  the  success  which  attended  our  efforts  to 
secure  the  funds  required  to  construct  the 
Railway  to  Pictou  The  agreement  upon  the 
part  of  that  eminent  firm  to  furnish  money  as 
required,  in  advance  of  sales,  and  at  a rate 
which  will  be  equivalent  to  the  sale  of  bonds 
at  par,  must,  in  the  present  state  of  the  money 
market,  I conceive,  be  highly  satisfactory. 

Only  two  or  three  other  subjects  require 
mention  at  my  hands.  We  werS  enabled  to 
secure  the  services  of  a gentleman  as  Inspec- 
tor of  Mines,  whom,  after  the  most  careful 
inquiry,  we  believe  to  be  well  qualified  for 
the  performance  of  that  important  work.  He 
possesses  the  strongest  recommendations  from 
Thoms  s E.  Foster,  Esq.,  who  stands  at  the 
head  of  the  mining  department  in  England. 
After  making  all  the  investigation  in  our 
power  in  regard  to  the  subject  of  Immigration, 
we  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that,  to  effect  any 
considerable  results  it  would  be  necessary  to 
have  an  agent  or  agents  to  act  in  London  and 
other  places  for  the  Province,  and  that  some 
means  of  cheap  and  direct  transportation  from 
emigrantports  to  this  Province  must  be  pro- 
vided. Finding. an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
some  very  superior  stud  horses  and  brood 
mares  of  the  best  thorough-bred  stock,  and 
some  superior  Leicester  sheep,  we  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  acting  for  the  Provincial 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  that  matter,  and  we 
are  gratified  to  find  that  our  selections  have 
met  with  their  sanction,  and  are  approved  by 
many  of  the  best  judges  of  stock  in  the  Pro- 
vince, including  the  Central  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

The  honorable  gentlemen  having  concluded 
introduced  a bill  “ to  incorporate  the  Windsor 
and  Annapolis  Railway,”  embodying  the  legis- 
lation of  last  winter.  He  stated  it  was  the 
intention  to  pass  it  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  21. 

COMMITTEES. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  submitted  a report 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
list  of  the  various  Committees  of  the  House, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  gave  notice  that  the 
Committee  on  Printing  and  Reporting  would 
meet  on  Monday  morning  at  10  o’clock. 

COLONIAL  NAVAL  DEFENCE. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary,  by  command  of 
His  Excellency,  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
a copy  of  a despatch  and  enclosures  from  Right 
Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies in  reference  to  Colonial  Naval  Defence. 

Mr.  Annand  asked  whether  the  Prov.  Secre- 
tary understood  the  object  in  transmitting 
these  papers  to  be  that  each  Colony  was  call- 
ed upon  to  make  provision  for  local  defence, 
and  whether  the  papers  had  special  reference 
to  the  Colonies  of  British  North  America? 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec’y  replied  that  he  was  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  documents  had  no 
special  reference  to  the  British  North  Ameri- 
can Provinces,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  the 
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first  Colony  claiming  the  privileges  held  out 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament  was  the  Colony  of 
Australia,  and  the  provisions  contemplated 
were  made  especially  with  a view  to  meet  the 
desire  of  the  Eastern  Colonies,  that  they  might 
be  enabled  to  have  any  measures  which  they 
might  wish  to  take  for  local  defence  placed 
in  connection  with  the  Mother  Country.  There 
could  he  no  question  at  all  that  the  scope  of 
the  legislation  referred  to  in  the  papers  would 
be  to  enable  the  Provinces  to  avail  themselves 
of  an  opportunity  of  contributing  to  their  naval 
defence,  and  the  scheme  was  in  extension  of 
the  system  which  had  been  in  operation  in  the 
British  Navy,  viz.,  that  of  having  a class  of 
persons  not  immediately  in  the  Navy,  but  in  a 
position  to  be  called  on  to  take  part  in  such 
defence  when  required.  He  agreed,  however, 
in  thinking  that  this  was  a very  broad  hint 
and  a very  leading  suggestion  as  to  the  duty 
incumbent  on  us  to  aid  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment in  the  defence  of  the  Empire. 

Mr.  Archibald  asked  whether  the  Prov. 
Secretary  was  in  a position  to  state  to  the 
House  the  regulations  in  reference  to  the  Naval 
Reserve  of  Great  P>ritain. 

Hon.  Prov.  Seo’y  replied  in  the  negative, 
remarking  that  he  had  not  given  the  subject  a 
very  close  attention,  believing  this  Province 
not  at  present  in  a position  to  act  upon  the  sug- 
gestions. 

Mr.  Archibald  said,  that  it*  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  time  might  be  approaching  when 
it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Province  to  make 
some  such  effort  as  that  referred  to,  it  might 
be  well  for  the  Legislature  to  avail  itself  of  the 
advantages  conferred  by  the  Imperial  Act. 

PICTOU  RAILWAY. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary— I beg  leave,  Mr. 
Speaker,  by  command  of  his  Excellency,  to 
lay  upon  the  table  of  the  House  copies  of  cor- 
respondence relating  to  the  extension' of  the 
Pictou  Railway,  and  I am  anxious  to  avail 
myself  of  the  first  opportunity  to  bring  them 
to  the  notice  of  the  House.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  the  Legislature  of  the  country  en- 
trusted to  the  Government  the  construction  of 
the  line  from  Truro  to  Pictou  Harbor.  The 
subject  had  fora  long  time  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  and  the  party  now  in  power, 
when  in  and  out  of  office,  had  again  and  again 
pledged  itself  to  proceed  with  the  extension  as 
soon  as  the  country  was  in  a position  to  com- 
mand the  requisite  funds  without  material 
injury  to  its  credit.  When,  therefore,  the  Go- 
vernment devolved  upon  the  gentlemen  now 
engaged  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs, 
and  when  they  were  enabled  to  meet  the 
Legislature  under  financial  circumstances 
which  bound  them  to  fulfil  those  pledges,  they 
considered  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  carry 
forward  that  Railway  with  all  possible  des- 
patch. I may  say  frankly  to  the  House  that 
the  policy  of  constructing  Railways  by  Govern- 
ments was  not  our  policy,  and  that  ail  the  ex- 
perience which  I have  had  in  office,  anctall  the 
observation  which  I have  had  an  opportunity 
of  bestowing  upon  affairs  when  in  opposition 
have  tended  to  convince  me  that  such  con- 
struction is  not  the  legitimate  province  of  the 
Government  or  the  most  desirable  mode  of 
extending  the  public  works.  But  the  policy 
having  been  adopted  by  the  country,  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  find  themselves  in  a position 


to  make  a choice,  hut  were  obliged  to  carry  on 
the  work  by  the  best  means  in  their  power. 

The  House  will  recollect  that  when  it  was 
proposed  to  give  to  companies  authority  to 
construct  the  lines  objections  were  made  to  the 
Pictou  line  being  included  in  the  provision  on 
the  ground  that  embarrassment  might  arise 
from  having  one  portion  of  the  line  under  Go- 
vernment control  and  the  other  portions  under 
the  control  of  companies,  and  it  was  according- 
ly struck  out.  One  of  the  greatest  objections 
that  I have  always  felt  existing  to  the  "con- 
struction of  Railways  by  a Government  arose 
from  the  fact  that  it  is  a business  in  which  they 
must  be  compelled  to  rely  for  information  and 
guidance  on  persons  outside  the  administration 
itself,  the  Government  being  thereby  placed  in 
the  difficult  position  of  having  to  expend  large 
amounts  in  connection  with  undertakings  on 
which  their  own  information  is  limited  and  for 
the  success  of  which  they  must  be  dependent 
on  the  judgment  and  opinions  of  those  whose 
services  they  may  engage.  The  decision  having 
been  arrived  at  by  tlie  House  that  such  a sys- 
tem should  be  adopted,  the  Government  felt 
that  the  only  means  by  which  they  could  dis- 
charge the  great  responsibility  resting  upon 
them  would  he  by  obtaining  the  services  of  an 
independent  engineer  of  known  character  for 
integrity  and  skill,  because  on  that  officer  they 
must  very  largely  depend.  In  the  selection  of 
Mr.  Fleming,  the  person  employed  as  Chief 
Engineer,  they  believed  and  Still  believe,  that 
they  accomplished  the  duty  of  securing  the 
most  competent  and  able  officer  whose  services 
could  he  obtained.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
shortly  after  the  formation  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment I had  to  proceed  to  Canada,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Provincial  Secretary  of  New 
Brunswick,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  for  a 
survey  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway.  When 
we  arrived  in  Canada,  and  placed  ourselves  in 
communication  with  the  existing  Government 
of  that  country,  and  asked  them  who  was  to  be 
selected  as  the  engineer  on  their  behalf,  (it  be- 
ing agreed  that  one  engineer  should  be  nomi- 
nated by  Canada,  another  by  New  Brunswick 
and  Nova  Scotia,  and  another  by  the  Imperial 
Government),  they  stated  to  us  their  intention 
of  appointing  Mr.  Sanford  Fleming.  Being 
unacquainted  with  the  position  which  this 
gentleman  held  in  Canada,  we  felt  it  our  duty 
to  place  ourselves  in  communication  with  gen- 
tlemen in  opposition, — and  if  there  ever  was  a 
time  in  the  history  of  that  country  when  parties 
were  in  great  antagonism,  it  was  when  the 
McDonald-Dorion  Administration  was  oppos- 
ed by  the  McDonald-Cartier  Opposition,  as  I 
may  call  it;  when  we  named  the  gentleman  se- 
lected by  the  Government,  and  asked  his  char- 
acter and  standing,  and  enquired  whether  there 
was  any  reasonable  ground  of  objection  to  the 
selection,  the  reply  was  that  Mr.  Fleming’s 
standing  and  character  were  such  that  if  the 
government  had  been  in  their  hands  he  was 
the  first  person  to  whom  they  would  apply. 
Mr.  Tilley  and  myself,  having  gained  all  the 
information  that  we  could  gather  from  every 
source,  applied  to  Mr.  Shanley,  a gentleman 
now  in  Parliament,  and  he  not  only  declined 
himself  to  undertake  the  duties  which  we 
wished  discharged,  but  fully  confirmed  the 
opinion  we  had  already  received  respecting 
Mr.  Fleming.  The  result  was  that  we  came  to 
the  conclusion  of  naming  Mr.  Fleming  as  the 
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engineer  on  behalf  of  the  Provinces  of  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as  Canada, 
and  this  decision  being  reported  to  the  Imperial 
Government,  they  were  called  upon  to  name 
another  engineer,  who  should  represent  their 
interests.  Their  answer,  which  is  to  be  found, 
I think,  in  the  Journals  of  1861,  was  to  the 
effect  that  being  advised  that  a gentleman  of 
such  unexceptionable  character  had  been  ap- 
pointed, they  were  desirous  that  he  should  pro- 
tect their  interests  as  well,  as  they  had  every 
confidence  in  his  ability  and  integrity.  The 
House  will,  therefore,  believe  me  when  I say 
that  when  we  turned  our  attention  in  that  di- 
rection, we  did  so  under  the  belief  that  we  had 
the  best  evidence  that  we  could  not  better^ sub- 
serve the  interests  of  the  country  than  by  the 
choice  of  Mr.  Fleming  as  our  chief  engineer, 
tie  was  accordingly  invited,  and  appointed  to 
discharge  the  duties  in  connection  with  the 
work  of  Railway  construction. 

The  difficulties  arising  in  the  course  of  the  work 
on  the  Pictou  line,  the  House  is  aware,  were  un- 
usually great.  In  the  first  place,  the  location  of, 
the  route  was  a question  on  which  different 
sections  of  the  country  through  which  it  was  to 
pass  entertained  diverse  opinions,  but  being 
themselves  entirely  destitute  of  informaton, 
the  Government  felt  that  the  only  course  by 
which  the  question  could  be  settled  was  to  sub- 
mit it  to  the  engineer  who  had  been  employed, 
and  Mr.  Fleming  having  not  only  made  a selec- 
tion of  the  route,  but  stated  at  large  his  reasons 
for  the  choice,  and  the  Government  believing 
his  selection  a judicious  one,  and  having  no  de- 
sire but  to  secure  the  most  advantageous  line, 
adopted  his  report.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
construction  involved  many  other  serious  diffi- 
culties, for  we  had  previously  employed  Mr. 
Laurie,  a gentleman  who  then  enjoyed  and  still 
enjoys  the  high  opinion  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, and  he  had  been  engaged  to  make  a sur- 
vey of  the  route,  fully  understanding  it  to  be  our 
desire  to  show  that  the  work  could  be  comple- 
ted at  a cheaper  rate  than  that  for-which  the  ex- 
isting lines  had  been  built.  But  notwithstand- 
ing tiiis,  the  report  of  Mr.  Laurie  is  on  our  Jour- 
nals, in  which  he  states  bis  belief  that  it  could 
not  be  done  at  less  than  £10,000  per  mile,  that  the 
couutry  was  rough,  that  the  construction  would 
be  attended  with  great  engineering  difficulties, 
and  very  heavy  expense,  and  that  he  could  not 
hold  out  a prospect  of  its  completion  for  years. 
The  report  laid  on  the  table  by  the  Government 
last  .-essi  on  shewed  that  after  the  work  was  put 
up  to  public  competition,  and  after  the  selection 
of  those  tenders  which  were  deemed  the  best 
had  been  made,  it  was  found  the  expense  of  con- 
struction could  not  be  reduced  to  less  than  $2,- 
216,500,  but  ascertaining  that  we  were  extreme- 
ly anxious  that  the  cost  should  be  brought  with- 
in $2,000,000,  the  engineer  suggested  that  by  a 
slight  alteration  of  the  grades,  which  would  still 
make  the  work  of  excellent  quality,  he  would 
be  able  to  bring  it  to  near  that  amount,  that  re- 
port being  based  on  the  expectation  that  the 
work  could  be  completed  by  the  contractors  for 
the  amount  of  their  tenders.  The  House  is 
aware  that  instead  of  adopting  a course  which 
was  fouud  impracticable  by  both  parties;  in- 
stead of  expecting  that  these  contractors,  with- 
out auy  definite  information,  would  be  enabled 
to  state  in  precise  terms  the  amount  for  which 
they  would  undertake  the  work,  that  course 
was  abandoned  and  all  tenders  were  framed  on 


a scale  by  which  every  contractor  was  to  be  paid 
for  every  yard  of  work  done  by  him;  thereby 
avoiding  the  almost  inextricable  difficulties 
caused  by  large  claims  for  extras.  That,  then, 
beiDg  the  scheme  on  which  the  tenders  were 
based,  the  engineer  was  enabled  to  make  the 
exact  estimate  which  gave  $2,216,500  as  the  total 
cost.  The  contracts  were  based  on  these  ten- 
ders, and  the  parties  proceeded  at  once  to  en- 
gage in  the  construction  of  the  line.  One  of  the 
first  difficulties  that  we  experienced,  and  it  met 
us  very  early  in  the  work,  was  an  application 
on  the  part  of  a body  of  the  contractors  to  inform 
us  that  they  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  the 
requisite  labor  in  the  country,  and  that  so  far 
from  being  able  to  procure  it  on  the  former 
terms,  they  would  be  unable  to  carry  on  the 
work  at  the  existing  rates;  and  the  chief  en- 
gineer confirmed  these  statements  and  advised 
the  Government  to  assist  the  contractors  in  pro- 
curing bunds.  We,  therefore,  entered  into  ar- 
rangements for  bringing  additional  labor  into 
the  "country,  but  these  efforts  I will  frankly  con- 
fess, were  very  unsatisfactory  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  result  was  anything  but  encou- 
raging. It  was  ascertained  by  us  that  the  labor 
which  could  be  procured  was  entirely  inade- 
quate to  the  completion  of  the  work  within  the 
time  contemplated  by  the  contracts,  and  in  a 
short  time  one  of  the  contractors,  who  was 
known  to  be  as  industrious  and  energetic  as 
any,  came  forward  and  said  that  be  was  obliged 
to  resign  bis  contract  into  our  hands.  The  Go- 
vernment then  proceeded  to  put  the  contract 
up  to  competition,  but  the  prices  offered  were 
so  much  in  excess  of  the  original  amount,  that 
we  found  ourselves  just  in  this  position:  that  if 
this  contract  were  let  at  a so  much  higher  rate, 
we  had  every  reason  to  suppose  that  all  the 
contractors  on  the  line  would  pursue  the  same 
course,  and  the  result  would  be  that  the  cost 
woifld  be  far  beyond  what  was  contemplated. 

Under  these  circumstances,  instead  of  adopt- 
ing a course  so  unfavorable  to  the  interests  of 
the  country,  we  decided,  notwithstanding  the 
inconvenience  of  such  a policy,  to  carry  on  that 
section  as  a Government  work  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Engineer,  and  all  the  tenders  were 
accordingly  rejected.  The  result,  however  sat- 
isfactory, did  not  prevent  it  coming  to  our 
knowledge  that  at  the  rate  at  which  the  work 
was  being  proceeded  with,  a number  of  year^ 
must  elapse  before  the  line  could  be  opened  for 
traffic.  We  were  in  that  respect  placed  yi  a 
very  awkward  postion,  for  arrangements  had 
been  entered  into  with  gentlemen  who  were  in- 
tending to  invest  in  our  Coal  Mines  and  we 
had  given  assurances  that  intercourse  would  be 
opened  at  no  late  day,  so  that  very  great  dis- 
appointment would  result  to  these  gentlemen, 
and  the  country  would  have  good  reasons  to 
complain.  We  called  on  Mr.  Fleming  there- 
fore for  a full  report  of  the  existing  condition 
of  the  work,  asking  him  to  state  the  quantity  of 
work  done  and  the  quantity  remaining  to  be 
done,  in  order  that  we  might  judge  of  the  pro- 
portion and  ascertain  when  they  could  be  car- 
ried on  to  completion  ; but  it  soon  became 
konwn  to  the  government  that  the  contractors 
had  not  only  abandoned  all  hope  of  completing 
their  sections  within  the  stipulated  time,  but 
had  decided  that  the  first  loss  was  the  best  and 
were  intending  to  give  up  their  engagements. 
When  we  received  the  report  from  Mr.  Fleming, 
it  will  be  seeu  that  the  exhibit  given  was  of  the 
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most  discouraging  character — that  taking  large 
sections,  the  amount  of  the  work  and  the  time 
to  be  taken  we?e  disproportionate — that  years 
must  elaps  before  the  completion.  TJnder  these 
circumstances,  and  being  desirous  to  press  the 
work,  we  believed  we  were  acting  in  accordan- 
ce with  the  interest  of  the  country  in  calling  up- 
on the  chief  engineer  to  state  whether  he  could 
suggest  to  the  G overnment  any  means  by  which 
the  work  could  be  brought  on  more  rapidly  for 
anything  like  the  amount  stated  in  his  estimate. 
In  reply,  he  suggested  that  the  Government 
should  assume  the  entire  responsibility,  reliev- 
ing the  contractorsof  the  difficulties  into  which 
many  of  them  had  fallen,  informing  us  that  by 
such  a course  the  line  could  be  opened  from 
Fisher’s  Grant  to  the  mines  by  September  of 
the  present  year;  that  at  an  early  day  it  could 
be  completed  to  within  24  miles  of  Truro,  and 
that  by  May,  1867,  the  line  could  be  opened  for 
traffic,  for  although  not  completed,  he  believed 
the  work  could  be  so  pushed  forward  ks  to 
complete  it  in  a short  time  thereafter. 

The  Government,  after  mature  consideration, 
and  after  giving  the  subject  their  most  careful 
atention,  decided  to  adopt  this  advice:  to  pay 
the  contractors  in  full,  including  the  15  per  cent, 
which  had  been  retained;  to  discharge  |he 
sureties;  to  get  rid  of  all  those  claims  for  extras 
which  would  result  in  swelling  up  the  cost  of 
our  railways ; and  to  carry  on  the  work  by  their 
own  direct  intervention,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  engineering  staff.  I need  not  say 
that  in  so  doing,  the  Government  had  great 
confidence  in  the  talent  and  integrity  of  the 
chief  engineer,  otherwise  they  would  not  have 
assumed  that  position.  The  work  proceeded 
in  this  manner  with  satisfaction  to  the  Govern- 
ment, but  it  was  soon  perceived  that  while  the 
chief  engineer  would  doubtless  carry  on  the 
work  with  all  possible  economy,  the  Govern- 
ment were  compelled  to  assume  very  laft’ge 
and  unpleasant  responsibilities,  which  in  all 
such  previous  undertakings  devolved  upon 
contractors;  and  if  from  the  cost  of  labor  and 
other  difficulties,  it  should  be  found  that  the 
objects  in  view  could  not  be  realized,  they 
would  have  to  pay  whatever  amount  the  con- 
struction would  cost,  with  no  other  pledge 
than  the  reputation  and  character  of  the  chief 
engineer  for  the  completion  of  what  had  been 
undertaken.  It  was  also  found  that  some  dif- 
ficulty would  arise  from  the  strict  frugality  in- 
volved in  this  course;  and  under  these  circum- 
stances, wecalled  on  the  chief  engineer  to  state 
on  what  terms  he  would  be  willipg  to  engage 
as  contractor  for  the  whole  line,  binding  him- 
self to  complete  it  as  an  ordinary  contract.  The 
answer,  which  is  contained  in  those  papers, 
shews  that  Mr.  Fleming  stated  that  in  making 
the  estimate,  amounting  to  $2,216,500,  he  had 
relied  on  the  hope  that  tlie'oontractors  would 
be  able  to  carry  on  the  work  according  to 
agreement,  but  he  attributed  the  fact  that  they 
had  not  been  able  to  do  so  as  well  to  want  of 
skill  and  knowledge  on  the  part  of  contractors 
as  to  any  other  cause,  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  under  skilful  management  the  line  could 
be  completed,  in  accordance  with  the  portion 
already  done,  not  only  for  the  sum  named,  but 
for  $100,000  less.  Now,  we  felt  that  though  it 
would  involve  a great  deal  of  responsiblity, 
such  a course  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country,  for  the  work  would 
thereby  be  carried  on  by  a contractor  upon  the 


terras  of  the  original  contract,  and  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  very  sections  in  reference  to  which 
Mr.  Fleming  himself  had  exacted  a higher 
quality  of  work  than  was  ever  required  in  the 
country  before,  (the  contractors  having  com- 
plained that  though  the  quality  exacted  was 
not  too  high  for  the  specification  prepared,  yet 
a more  rigid  construction  than  was  previously 
known  here  had  been  given  to  that  specifica- 
tion. 

We  knevf,  then,  that  Mr.  Fleming  could 
be  bound  not  only  to  complete  the  line  accord- 
ing to  specification,  but  that  of  all  the  different 
classes  of  work  samples  had  been  done  under 
his  supervision, — and  the  Government,  after 
giving  their  position  the  most  serious  delibera- 
tion, thought  they  would  be  placing  matters  in 
a most  satisfactory  position  by  giving  these 
propositions  attention.  They  therefore  placed 
the  specification,  the  original  tenders,  and  all 
the  necessary  documents  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
McNab,  a gentlemen  who  occupied  the  po- 
sition formerly  held  by  Mr.  Perley,  and  whose 
credentials  prove  him  to  have  been  engaged  in 
Railway  construction,  to  be  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  their  management,  and  to  have 
obtained  the  highest  reputation  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States,  and  who  was  then  engaged 
in  the  public  works  of  this  country,  and  he  was 
called  on  to  state  his  opinions  as  to  the  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  from  adopting  the  proposal. 
By  the  report  of  that  gentlemen,  you  will  see 
he  pronounced  its  adoption  advantageous  to 
the  interests  of  the  Province.  The  proposal 
was  accordingly  adopted, — Mr.  Fleming  engag- 
ed as  contractor,  and  bound  himself  to  com- 
plete the  work  by  the  end  of  May,  1867,  for  a 
sum  within  his  own  estimate  by  $100,000.  I 
can  only  add  that  all  the  care  and  considera- 
tion that  could  be  given  by  the  Government 
was  given,  and  the  result  arrived  at  they  fully 
believe  would  subserve  the  interests  of  the 
country.  And  I may  add,  in  conclusion,  that 
Mr.  Fleming  has  resigned  his  office  of  chief 
engineer,  and  Mr.  McNab  has  been  appointed 
in  his  place. 

In  answer  to  an  enquiry  by  Mr.  S.  Camp- 
bell, the  hon.  gentlemen  also  stated  that  the 
Government  retained,  as  security  for  the  due 
performance  of  the  work,  a certain  portion  of 
the  money  as  the  railway  progressed.  The 
papers  before  the  House  fully  explained  all 
such  matters. 

DESPATCHES. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  circular 
despatches  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  the 
following  subjects:— Relative  to  mode  of  veri- 
fying legal  and  other  documents  passing 
through  the  Colonial  Office;  relative  to  naval 
cadetships,  (the  names  of  nominees  by  the  pro- 
vinces must  be  sent  in  within  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year  in  which  the  nominations 
are  to  take  place,  or  else  the  right  must  be  con- 
sidered to  have  lapsed)  relative  to  the  Treaty 
with  the  Zollverein. 

The  Windsor  and  Annapolis  Railway  Bill 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  3 o’clock,  on 
Monday.  — 

Monday,  Feb.  26,  1866, 

The  house  met  at  3 o’clock- 
bills . 

Mr.  Bourinot  introduced  a bill  entitled  an 
act  to  incorporate  the  New  York  and  Cape 
Breton  Coal  Company.  Also  a bill  entitled  an 
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act  to  incorporate  the  Collin’s  Coal  Company. 
Also  a bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  act  to 
incorporate  the  International  Coal  and  Rail- 
way Company  and  the  acts  in  amendment 
thereof.  Also  a memorial  from  the  Boston  and 
Bridgeport  Coal  Mining  Company  and  a bill  to 
amend  the  act  incorporating  the  said  Company 
in  accordance  with  the  prayer  thereof. 

POST  OFFICE  REPORT. 

Hon  Attorney  Gen’l  by  command  of  His 
Excellency  laid  on  the  table  of  the  house  the 
report  of  the  Post  Master  General  for  the  past 
year,  also  minor  reports  relating  to  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  the  Post  Office  Service.  From 
these  documents  he  said  an  abstract  had  been 
prepared  shewing  as  follows: 

1 Post  Office  and  44  Way  Offices  addsd^during  the 
year. 

There  are  now  81  Post  Offices  and  513  Way  Offices 
in  operation. 

Ten  new  Post  routes  have  been  added,  and  15  al- 
tered and  improved. 

Number  of  Mail  Contracts  to  30  Sept.,  1865  was  233 
at  total  cost  of  $45  533.22. 

Number  of  mites  in  rid  -’S  4668. 

Annual  travel  of  mail  1,005,078  miles. 

(A  daily  mail  from  Sydney  to  Halifax  having  also 


been  opened  during  the  year.) 

LETTERS. 

Halifax  Office 745,000 

Country  Offices 980,000 

Total 1,725,000 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Halifax 2 568,000 

Country  Offices 1,663,000 

Total A, 231, 000 

Being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  282,000. 

REVENUE. 

Gross  receipts $71,660.02 

Increase  over  last  year 6,893.54 

Nett  income 62,371.75 

Increase 6,164  14 


EXPENDITURE. 

$80,947.02;  increase  $7,783  41— (caused  by  additional 


mail  carriage.) 

Increase  of  deficit  over  1864  $15. 

Entire  deficit  of  1865  $18,575.27. 

PARCEL,  POST.  ' 

Halifax  Office 1187  Parcels. 

Country  do 211  do. 

Total 1398 

Amount  ol  Stamps  sold $44,408  in  1865. 

Do  do  do  48,756  in  1864. 

Increase  in  1865. . . $5,652 
Total  D^ad  Letters,  7947. 

25  contained  mone] $147.95 

13  Bills  of  Exchange 22906  50 


Total $23054.45 

19  being  registered. 

MONEY  ORDERS. 

Number  i<«ued  during  the  year 9286 

Total  sum  remitted $378,716. 25 

Of  this  Amount: 

To  Great  Britain $35,146.16 

To  Canada 6,735.60 

To  New  Brunswick 1,357.50 

ToP.  E.  I I nd 43.85 

To  Newfoundland 469.33 


Orders  pai  i during  the  year  7683— representing  the. 
sum  of  *335  159.27 

Issued  Money  Orders  shew  increase  55  per  cent, 
over  1864. 

Paid  Yloney  Orders  shew  increase  52  per  cent, 
over  1864. 

The  lmn.  gentleman  stated  that  a requisition 
having  been  received  from  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Halifax  Money  Order  office  shewing  his 


inability  to  keep  up  with  the  increased  work 
of  his  department,  the  recommendation  of  the 
Post  Master  General  thereon  was  adopted  and 
an  additional  clerk  was  appointed.  The  pa- 
pers were  referred  to  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  also  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble the  Account  Current  iu  reference  to  the  is- 
sue of  Marriage.  Licenses. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
List  of  Committees  reported  previously.  He 
stated  that  some  slight  alterations  had  been 
made  since  the  list  had  been  first  reported  up. 
The  following  is  the  list  as  it  stands  amended: 
Privileges — Hon.  Attorney  General,  Archibald, 
McDonnell  S.  Campbell,  Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane,  Locke 
Pryor. 

Agriculture.— Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane,  Blanchard, 
Hon  Mr  McKinnon,  Parker,  Hamilt  in,  Hebb,  Alli- 
son. 

Education. — Hon  Provincial  Secretary,  Archibald, 
Hon.  Mr.  Shannon,  S.  Campbell,  E.  L.  Brown,  Bouri-  . 
not,  Tobin. 

Fisheries. — McDonnell,  Boss.  Cowie,  Robertson, 
Jost,  Balcom,  Robicheau,  Killam,  Smyth. 

Post  Office. — Hon.  Atty.  General,  Coffin,  Donkin, 
Heffernan.  Bourinot,  Blanchard,  Hamilton,  Miller, 
Colin  Campbell. 

Mines  and  Minerals  .—Hon . Mr.  McFarlane,  S. 
Campbell,  Caldwell,  Locke,  Kaulback,  Aimand,  D. 
Fraser. 

Public  Accounts.— Jost,  E.  L.  Brown,  John  Camp- 
! bell,  McLellan.  McDonnell. 

Railways.— Tobin,  Locke,  Donkin,  Blanchard,  D. 
Fraser,  Ray,  Bill. 

Lem  Amendments  — Archibald,  Hon  Mr.  Shannon, 
McDonnell,  S.  Campbell,  Kaulback,  Mi  ler,  Donkin. 

Navigation  Securities— R bicheau.Coffiia,  CJ  Camp- 
bell, McLellan,  Kaulback  Heflernan,  Mocre. 

Militia—  Pryor,  Parker,  Jost,  Heffernan,  Hon. 
Atty.  General,  Cohn  Campbell,  Blackwood,  Bourinot, 
Kaulback,  Hebb,  King. 

Crown  Lands  — Whitman,  Blanchard,  McKay, 
Locke,  Moore,  Miller,  John  Campbell. 

Indian  Affiairs —Ron.  Mr.  McKinnon,  Rosa,  Law- 
rence, Heflernan,  Townsend,  Colin  Campbell,  James 
Fraser. 

Trade  and  Manufactures — Annand,  Churchill, 
Hill,  Coffin,  Cowie,  Ray,  Bill,  Killam,  Hon.  Mr. 
Shannon. 

Reporting  and  Printing.— Hon.  Atty.  General,  E. 
L.  Brown,  Longley,  C.  J.  Campbell,  Robertson,  To- 
bin, Caldwell. 

Humane  Institutions .— Blanchard,  Lawrence,  Cof- 
fin, Allison,  Ray,  Caldwell,  King,  Townsend,  James 
Fraser. 

Penitentiary . — Hill,  Balcom,  Cowie,  Parker, 
Churchill,  Robertson.  McKay,  Allison. 

City  of  Halifax  Bills.—  Hon.  Mr.  Shannon,  Blanch- 
ard, Donkin,  Balcom.  Hill,  Miller,  Tobin, 

Private  and  Local  Bills—  Pryor,  McLellau,  Whit- 
man, Blackwood,  Lawrence,  Donkin 
Land  Damages  — Coffin,  Moore,  Balcom,  Caldwell, 
King,  Allison. 

Contingencies.— Hon. Atty.  General,  Hatfield,  John 
Campbell. 

PICTOIJ  RAILWAY. 

In  connect iou  with  his  previous  explanations 
on  this  subject,  Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid 
on  the  table  the  credentials  exhibited  to  the 
government  by  Mr.  McNab,  C.  E.  He  also  ex- 
plained that  the  government  deemed  it  the 
most  prudent  course  and  the  most  respectful 
manner  in  which  they  could  communicate  to 
the  country  the  alterations  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  construction  of  this  work,  to  pres- 
ent a full  statement  accompanied  by  the  ne- 
cessary documents  to  the  house.  There  was 
also  another  reason  in  favour  of  the  adoption 
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of  such  a course  which  was  that  the  Chief  En- 
gineer had  been  engaged  negociating  and  settl- 
ing with  the  contractors  for  the  work  perform- 
ed by  them  and  it  was  thought  that  a prema- 
ture announcement  might  be  prejudical  to  the 
public  interests.  He  was  however  happy  to  be 
able  to  inform  the  house  that  all  the  contrac- 
tors had  been  settled  with,  as  he  understood, 
to  their  entire  satisfaction. 

REPORT  OK  MIKES. 

Hon  Prov.  Secretary  by  command  of 
His  Excellency  laid  on  the  table  a report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Mines.  He  said  that  the 
house  would  be  gratified  to  learn  that  the  re- 
sult of  the  entire  year’s  operations  in  the  gold 
mines  had  been  such  as  to  confirm  the  impres- 
sion that  a judicious  application  of  capital  and 
skill  would  obtain  abundant  remuneration. 
The  average  amount  of  return  per  man  for  the 
men  engaged  in  these  mines  had  been  during 
the  year  larger  than  that  returned  by  any 
other  such  mines  in  the  world,  a fact*which 
’would  tend  to  increase  the  confidence  in  the 
value  and  permanence  of  our  mines.  The  hon. 
gentleman  then  read  the  following  extract 
from  the  report. 

“The  quantities  are,  for  the  year  ending  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1851,  18,741  oz.  5 dwt  12  gr. ; year  ending 
30th  September.  1865,  24,867  oz.  5 dwt  22  gr. ; ih- 
crease,  6123  oz  Odvt.  10  gr.  !*he  average  yield  of 
Gold  per  ton  of  quartz  for  the  year  just  closed  also 
show3  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  about 
five  per  cent,  a fact  which  tends  to  confirm  the  pre- 
valent impression  that  the  deeper  mining  is  carded 
on  the  richer  will  be  the  quartz ; but  wh  -n  we  apply 
to  the  operations  of  last  year  the  most  reliable  of  all 
tests— I mean  the  yield  of  Gold  per  man  engaged  in 
mining— the  result,  is  still  more  satisfactory.  The 
yield  per  man  has  steadily  increased  every  year  since 
Gold  mining  commenced  in  this  country,  until  we 
find  that,  for  the  year  just  closed,  it  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  $664.80.  This  is  equivalent  to  $ 2 13  per  day 
for  every  man  engaged  in  and  about  mining  In 
1864,  the  average  was  about  $1.  39;  and  in  1863, '$0.95. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  in  these  calculations  the 
Gold  is  rated  at  $13  50  per  ounce,  which  is  below  its 
market  value.  Everything  in  connection  with  this 
matter  indicates  a large  increase  and  wider  extension 
of  profitable  Gold  mining  operations  in  future  years. 
As  explorations  are  extended,  it  become?  more  obvi- 
ous that  the  possibility  of  carrying  on  such  oppra 
is  not  confined  to  the  isolated  localities,  which  con- 
stitute the  heretofore  proclaimed  Gold  Districts.” 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  also  said  that  the 
results  of  coal  mining  had  been  still  more 
satisfactory  as  the  following  extract  shewed: 

“A  rererence  to  the  Statement  (marked  C)  in  th- 
Appendix,  will  show  that  there  are  now  thirty  col- 
lieries in  operation  in  Eova  Scotia.  Some  of  them 
are,  it  is  true,  only  just  barely  opened,  and  have,  as 
yet,  made  but  small  returns;  but,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  works  are  being  vigorously  prosecuted  in 
all  of  them  and  with  good  prospects  of  a great  and 
profitable  extension  of  them  at  an  earlv  day.  The  to- 
tal quantity  of  Round  and  Slack  Coal  sold  from  the 
' Mines  during  the  year  ending  89th  September  last 
was  653,854  tons.  In  making  a comparative  state- 
ment. I cannot  give  with  perfect  accuracy  the  yieffi  of 
coal  for  the  whole  twelve  months  ending  with  Sep- 
tember, 1864;  but  the  returns  for  the  year  ju«t  past 
_ show  an  increase  of  not  le?s  t.ian  thirty  per  cent, 
upon  those  of  the  one  last  preceding.” 

Those  facts  showed  that  our  mining  opera 
. tions  had  assumed  a magnitude  scarcely  con- 
templated a few  years  ago.  The  balance  to 
credit  of  the  Mines  at  the  end  ot  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  September,  was  $61,463.79. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Mines  and  Minerals. 


REPORT  OK  CROWK  LANDS. 

Hok.  Proy.  Secretary  also  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble a Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lands.  He  said  that  this  document  showed 
that  the  progress  of  the  department  was  quite 
commensurate  with  the  general  progress  of 
the  Province  and  with  that  of  any  other  de- 
partment of  the  public  service.  Last  year  a 
very  large  increase  had  been  exhibited,  and  it 
would  afford  members  very  great  pleasure  to 
find  that  the  same  activity  was  continued ,evin- 
ciug  very  material  Provincial  advancement. 
The  receipts  of  the  Crown  Land  Department 
for  last  year  were  $44,302  61,  beiug  $11,798,59 
over  the  previous  year.  The  surplus  arising 
from  the  nett  proceeds  amounted  to  $11,168  40. 
The  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  he  said, 
called  attention  to  two  or  three  other  matters 
which  would  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  some  legis- 
lative remedy.  One  of  those  subjects  was 
trespasses  to  Crown  Lauds;  another  was  the 
great  obstruction  to  the  business  of  the  office 
caused  by  applications  for  Crown  Lands  be- 
ing made  without  the  whole  amount  of  money 
necessary  for  the  grant  beiug  forwarded,  the 
result  being  that  a large  number  of  grants 
were  prevented  from  being  issued.  To  remedy 
this  a proposition  would  be  made  by  the  go- 
vernment to  the  House.  Every  effort  had  bean 
made  to  press  the  business  of  the  department 
forward  with  as  much  energy  as  possible,  and 
he  hoped  the  committee  would  find  an  im- 
proved condition  of  affairs. 

Mr.  Blakchaed  said  he  was  glad  to  bear 
that  an  improvement  had  been  made.  The 
committee  on  Crown  Lands  had  recommended 
last  year  that  grants  should  be  made  out  and 
held  as  escrows  preparatory  to  the  payment 
of  the  balances  due  on  them;  he  presumed  that 
whatever  measure  would  be  brought  forward 
would  be  founded  on  that  suggestion.  He  en- 
quired whether  anything  had  been  done  to- 
wards the  fulfillment  of  the  promises  made 
by  the  government  last  session,  in  reference  to 
the  expenditure  of  monies  upon  the  by-roads 
of  Cape  Breton. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.’y  said — As  to  the  first  ob- 
servation, be  did  not  think  that  the  remedy 
suggested  by  the  committee  would  meet  the 
case,  for  under  such  an  arrangement  parties 
would  know  that  their  title  to  lands  applied 
for  was  in  safe  deposit,  and  they  would  there- 
fore be  indifferent  as  to  the  most  important 
particular,  viz.,  the  payment  of  the  arrears.  — 
Although  the  title  would  not  be  complete  un- 
til the  delivery  of  the  grant,  yet  applicants 
would  feel  that  the  provisions  of  such  an 
enactment  secured  to  them  a title  to  land  of 
which  they  were  in  occupation,  but  for  which 
the  money  had  not  been  paid  according  to  law. 
As  to  the  question  asked  the  Government,  he 
replied  that  the  Crown  Land  Department  had 
been  called  on  to  furnish  a statement  of  the 
monies  accumulating,  and  the  members  for 
Cape  Breton  were  solicited  to  make  any  sug- 
gestions that  they  thought  fit,  but  it  was  found 
that  great  difficulties  existed  owing  to  the  di- 
versity of  such  opinions,  and  as  large  addi- 
tional grants  were  made  last  year  to  the  coun- 
ties of  Cape  Breton,  the-subject  was  allowed  to 
lie  over. 

BILES. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlake  presented  a petition 
from  Freemasons  resident  at  Pugwash,  asking 
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for  an  Act  of  Incorporation  of  Acadia  Lodge, 
located  there,  and  introduced  a,  bill  in  accor- 
dance with  the  prayer  thereof. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  presented  a petition  for 
an  act  of  incorporation  from  the  H alifax  Co- 
Operative  Society,  and  a bill  in  accordance 
therewith. 

COMBINATION  OF  WORKMEN. 

In  reference  to  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr. 
Shannon. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFablane  said  that  last  year 
several  bills  were  passed  incorporating  com- 
panies of  workmen,  and  he  understood  that 
good  reason  existed  for  narrowly  watching  the 
introduction  of  such  measures. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  replied  that  none  of 
the  measures  passed  last  session  contained 
any  clause  authorising  such  a combination  as 
was  referred  to. 

Mr.  Milker  said  that  the  powers  given  by 
the  act  of  incorporation  very  often  indirectly 
conferred  the  power  of  combination.  One 
case  with  which  he  had  been  acquainted  show- 
ed the  injurious  operation  of  such  measures: 
a number  of  ship-carpenters  came  up  to  the 
city  to  procure  work,  and  applied  for  employ- 
ment where  a government  vessel  was  under 
repair,  but  they  were  unable  to  obtain  work, 
owing  to  the  combination  of  the  resident  labor- 
ers, and  they  were  told  that  if  they  wished  to 
be  employed  they  must  join  the  society  which 
had  been  formed. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  there  being 
nothing  in  the  Acts  of  Incorporation  autho- 
rizing such  combinations,  the  evil  must  result 
from  the  by-laws  afterwards  framed,  and  as 
these  coul  i have  no  effect  without  the  sanction 
of  the  government,  it  followed  that  the  gentle- 
men who  alone  were  responsible  were  those 
who  had  spoken  at  the  other  side  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Miller  said  he  did  not  think  a stronger 
case  could  be  put  than  the  one  which  he  had 
mentioned,  and  to  prevent  such  conduct  some 
legislation  would  he  necessary. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  said  he  did  not  wish  his 
previous  remarks  to  be  taken  as  made  in  de- 
fence of  the  conduct  described.  He  bad  heard 
such  instances  as  that  mentioned,  and  could 
well  understand  how  injurious  to  the  public 
interests  such  occurences  were.  He  would  be 
very  glad  to  have  every  measure  scrutinized, 
but  was  quite  sure  that  none  of  them  con- 
tained anything  which  could  have  such  an 
effect. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  a good  deal  of  dissatis- 
faction existed  among  the  shipowners  of  the 
community  on  the  subject  under  discussion. 
Several  instances  had  occurred  in  which  car- 
penters who  sought  employment  had  not  join- 
ed the  association,  and  when  they  attempted 
to  go  to  work  on  a ship  on  which  the  members 
of  such  association  were  engaged,  the  latter 
struck  work.  These  were  the  representations 
made;  whether  they  were  entirely  correct  or 
not  lie  was  not  prepared  to  say ; but  he  had 
heard  a good  deal  of  complaint  on  ?he  subject. 
The  regulations  of  these  associations,  he  un- 
derstood, were  such  as  not  to  admit  of  their 
members  working  in  the  same  shop  or  yard 
with  uninitiated  workmen;  the  employers 
wererat  perfect  liberty  to  engage  such  persons, 
but  a strike  was  the  consequence.  It  was  true 
that  the  Acts  conferred  no  such  power,  but  he 


had  never  seen  their  bye-laws,  and  he  thought 
a copy  of  such  should  be  deposited  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary’s  office  for  inspection.  He 
hoped  that  the  discussion  which  had  occurred 
would  induce  the  merchants  and  ship  carpen- 
ters to  present  their  case  to  the  House  and  ask 
an  investigation,  for  if  the  operation  of  such 
societies  was  to  create  monopoly  and  prevent 
men  coming  to  the  city  and  engaging  in  work, 
some  remedy  should  be  applied.  He  bad 
heard  merchants  complaining  bitterly  of  these 
combinations,  and  of  the  policy  of  the  House 
in  granting  acts  of  incorporation. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  the  house  had  no 
power  to  apply  any  remedy.  The  carpenters 
could  associate  together  and  refuse  to  work, 
as  had  been  described,  even  if  no  act  of  incor- 
poration were  passed, — the  act  merely  gave 
them  power  to  hold  real  estate.  If  men  were 
employed  on  a building,  they  had  a right  to  re- 
fuse to  work  if  they  choose;  the  remedy,  he 
thought,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  merchants 
themselves,  who  should  get  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  men  to  rid  themselves  of  the  monopoly. 

Mr.  Pryor  said,  careful  attention  bad  been 
given  to  the  acts  of  incorporation,  audit  would 
he  seen  that  they  contained  nothing  authoris- 
ing a combination.  Fe  read  from  one  of  the 
acts  to  show  that  the  objects  mentioned  were 
purely  charitable.  Fe  thought  that  the  law 
on  the  Statute  Book  in  reference  to  combina- 
tions of  workmen  contained  a remedy  by  au- 
thorising the  Crown  Officers  to  bring  parlies 
guilty  of  conduct  such  as  had  been  described 
before  a Justice  for  punishment,  as  had  been 
done  by  the  late  Attorney  General. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  only  benefit 
derived  from  incorporation,  by  the  workmen, 
in  furtherance  of  their  design,  was  that  the  act 
gave  them  power  to  combine  for  some  pur- 
pose, and  if  they  abused  the  power  given  them 
the  legislature  should  do  all  it  could  to  suppress 
the  evil ; but  it  was  clear  that  a voluntary 
association  could  accomplish  the  same  results 
as  any  other,  excepting  that  the  act  clothed 
the  workmen  with  certain  powers,  and  if,  un- 
der cover  of  these,  monopolies  were  created,  it 
was  but  right  that  the  acts  of  incorporation 
should  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  the  house  should  well  under- 
stand what  it  was  about  after  the  dissatisfac- 
tion that  had  been  evinced.  He  did  not  see 
why  such  an  act  should  he  passed,  the  object 
he  understood  was  to  set  up  a grocery  store 
where  the  members  could  obtain  their  sup- 
plies at  a cheaper  rate,  and  such  a matter  was 
outside  the  pale  of  legislation  and  beyond  what 
was  due  to  the  country. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  said  he  took  it  for 
granted  from  the  Bill,  that  the  Society  was 
based  on  the  principle  in  op'eration  in  refer- 
ence to  such  associations  in  England,  and  the 
object  was  not  so  insignificant  as  had  been  in- 
timated. He  had  not  been  acquainted  with 
tho  nature  of  such  societies  until  he  had  read 
some  very  able  articles  published  in  The  Re- 
porter last  year  on  the  subject.  It  was  felt 
that  the  poorer  classes  could  not  procure  as 
much  by  their  expenditures  in  the  ordinary 
way  as  by  combining  in  the  way  mentioned  in 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  Archibald  suggested  that  the  Bill  be 
referred  to  a special  committee. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  said  that  the  objec- 
tions to  the  Bill  before  the  House  must  be 
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much  less  than  those  to  the  Bills  under 
which  combinations  had  arisen.  It  was  possi- 
ble that  such  combinations  might  arise 
without  the  aid  of  legislation,  but  if  he  had 
been  correctly  informed  great'  additional  faci- 
lities had  been  given  by  the  acts  passed,  and 
persons  coming  to  the  city  for  employment 
had  been  prevented  from  obtaining  it.  It 
would  appear,  however,  that  the  operations  of 
the  present  bill  would  be  harmless — such  as- 
sociations were  in  existence  in  the  old  coun- 
try, and  the  labouring  classes  had  been  en- 
abled to  obtain  the  necessaries  of  life  at  much 
lower  prices  than  those  at  which  those  articles 
were  usually  retailed.  The  only  injurious  ef- 
fect in  the  establishment  of  such  a society 
would  be  a competition  which  it  would  create 
with  existing  establishments  in  the  same  line 
of  trade. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  when  the  bill  was  intro- 
duced he  had  not  exactly  comprehended  its 
nature,  but  he  apprehended  that  the  last  re- 
mark of  the  hon.  Attorney  General  would  not 
apply,  for  an  establishment  managed  in  the 
way  proposed  would  cost  more  than  any  pri- 
vate establishment  in  the  business,  and  the 
regular  grocers  would  be  able  to  vend  articles 
at  lower  prices  than  the  society.  Be  was  ac- 
quainted with  one  institution  transacting  bu- 
siness by  a joint  stock  company,  and  though 
there  was  ample  capital,  and  good  and  pru- 
dent officers,  yet  it  was  not  able  to  meet  the 
competition  of  private  establishments.  He 
would  take  an  enterprising  and  duly  qualified 
man,  put  him  in  business,  and  he  would  make 
a fortune  where  such  an  association  would 
fail.  If  a number  of  men  entered  together 
in  snch  a way  into  a mercantile  business  one 
would  think  this  or  that  time  a good  time  to 
sell,  another  would  think  it  a good  time  to  buy, 
they  would  pass  resolutions,  and  great  embar- 
rassment would  be  the  result.  He  would  be 
glad,  however,  if  the  association  could  succeed 
and  could  accomplish  the  results  spoken  of. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  thought  by  the  in- 
vestigations of  a special  committtee  the  house 
would  be  able  to  ascertain  the  character  of 
the  measure.  He  made  a few  remarks  in  re- 
ference to  the  benefits  of  these  societies  in  al- 
leviating the  wants  and  sufferings  of  their 
members  and  in  supplying  the  medical  atten- 
dance so  advatageous  in  cases  of  necessity. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
City  Bills. 

THE  WINDSOR  AND  ANNAPOLIS  RAILWAY. 

The  order  of  the  day,  the  second  reading  of 
the  Windsor  and  Annapolis  Bill,  was  then 
moved  by  the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary.  In 
doing  so,  the  hon.  gentleman  stated  that  it 
would  not  be  necessary  to  occupy  any  length 
of  time  as  the  bill  involved  no  new  principle 
but  was  based  on  the  legislation  of  last  ses- 
sion. It  was  well  known  that  after  consider- 
able discussion  a bill  had  been  passed  entitled 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  building  of  two  other 
sections  of  Provincial  Railways.  The  discus- 
sion that  took  place  on  that  occasion  being 
quite  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  house  it 
was  altogether  unnecessary  to  occupy  the  time 
of  gentlemen  at  present.  He  was  quite  satis- 
fied that  gentlemen,  whether  favorable  or  un- 
favorable to  the  measure,  would  be  pre- 
pared to  give  their  sanction  and  appro- 
val to  a bill  which  was  simply  design- 


ed to  give  effect  to  the  past  legislation 
of  the  house.  He  bad  already  drawn  atten- 
tion^ one  or  two  points  in  which  the  contract 
might  be  considered  to  differ  from  the  act  of 
last  year.  The  whole  subvention  undertaken 
to  be  paid  was  in  direct  accordance  with  the 
act  of  last  session,  and  the  only  alteration 
was,  as  hejjjhad  previously  explained,  in  respect 
to  the  bridge  across  the  Avon.  The  govern- 
ment undertook  by  the  contract  to  pay  a speci- 
fied sum  for  the  building  of  the  bridge,  £40,- 
000  currency,  to  the  contractors,  payments  to 
be  made  as  the  work  proceeded,  and  the  ba- 
lance, if  any,  when  the  same  would  be  fully 
completed  and  the  Railway  opened  for  traffic. 
The  Company  were  bound  to  build,  in  addition 
to  the  Railway  bridge,  one  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  general  public.  He  thought  the 
house  ought  to  be  gratified  with  the  issue  of 
the  legislation  of  the  last  session.  If  ever 
there  was  a time  in  the  history  of  the  country 
when  it  was  desirable  that  a large  amount  of 
foreign  capital  should  be  expended  among  us, 
and  for  which  the  province  should  not  be  pla- 
ced under  any  indebtedness,  it  was  the  pres- 
ent. In  view  of  the  circumstances  connected 
with  our  trade,  it  was  most  encouraging  to  find 
such  enterprises  in  progress;  over  a million  of 
pounds  would  be  required,  under  the  contracts 
made  in  virtue  of  the  legislation  of  the  house, 
to  be  expended  in  the  province  during  the 
next  four  years.  Such  a fact  was  -certainly 
a matter  for  congratulation  by  all  classes  of 
our  people. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  whatever  might 
be  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
house  in  respect  to  the  propriety  of  the  pre- 
sent measure,  no  one  could  deny  that  any  con- 
tract made  in  pursuance  with  previous  legis- 
lation was  binding  upon  the  Legislature.  If, 
however,  the  government  had  receded  from 
that  legislation — had  exceeded  their  authority, 
it  was  open  to  the  house  to  bring  them  to  ac- 
count. There  was  no  question  that  the  legis- 
lation of  the  house  had  devolved  upon  the  go- 
vernment a mostonorous  respohsibility,  when 
it  allowed  them  to  make  contracts  involving 
the  expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money.  That 
duty  they  were  expected  to  perform  in  a man- 
ner consonant  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.  It  was  gratifying,  undoubtedly,  that, 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  money  market, 
capitalists  should  be  found  willing  to  expend 
large  amounts  of  money  in  the  construction  of 
public  works  in  this  province,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  was  necessary  to  take  care  that  they 
should  make  this  expenditure  so  as  to  be  of  per- 
manent benefit  to  the  country.  He  had  look- 
ed carefully  over  the  papers  before  him,  and 
was  surprised  to  find  that  there  was  not  a sin- 
gle word  in  the  contract,  nor  in  the  bill,  stipu- 
lating the  character  of  the  railway  that  was  to 
be  built.  The  only  clause  that  referred  to  the 
construction  of  the  line  was  that  which  re- 
quired “ the  rails  to  be  of  good  quality,”  and 
that  “ the  breadth  of  roadway,  and  depth  of 
ballast,  and  general  description  of  the  road” 
should  be  of  such  quality  as  to  ensure  per- 
manency and  economy  of  maintenance.”  Now 
surely  the  government  should  have  taken 
care  to  understand  what  the  actual  style  of 
the  road  would  be,  and  not  have  allowed  the 
Company  such  latitude.  If  a man  wanted  a 
house  built,  he  had  full  specifications  made, 
and  did  not  allow  the  contractor  to  do  as  he 
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liked.  He  did  not  pretend  to  know  much 
about  railways,  but  he  was  quite  certain, 
nevertheless  that  some  guarantee  should  have 
been  required  by  the  g<»verimieut  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  road  w.uUd  be  c<m struct 
ttd. . He  had  hot)"d,  TOO,  that  t.he  government, 
would  li  < ve  had  the  power  To  send,  their  Chief 
Engineer  to  look  over  the  character  of  the 
work  ,:.s  it,  progressed.  Knowing  ho vv  necessary 
it  was  to  have  au  efficient  officer  ot  This  kind, 
he  had  asked  the  government  to  lay  the  cre- 
dentials of  Mr.  McNab  on  the  table.  But  on 
looking  over  the  papers,  he  did  not  find  any 
provision  made  for  the  supervision  of  the  chief 
Engineer.  As  it  was,  the  parties}  might 
build  a road  just  of  the  kind  that  would 
suit,  themselves  ; the  language  throughout 
was  exceedingly  loose  and  vague.  Ta- 
king the  amount  of  subvention  and  that 
given  for  the  construction  of  the  Avon 
Bridge,  the  Province  was  called  upon  to  pay 
$fil.,200  for  the  period  of  twenty  years.  What 
was  there  to  prevent  this  Company  complet- 
ing the  Bail  way  so  as  to  entitle  themselves  to 
the  amount  and  then  give  it  up,  at  the  period 
stipulated.  He  was  also  quite  prepared  to  say 
that  there  were  few  gentlemen  around  the  ben- 
ches who  had  ever  heard  the  names  of  any  of  f 
the  capitalists  the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary 
had  so  highly  lauded,  except  that  of  Sir  John 
D.  Hay.  He  thought  in  the  case  of  a matter  of 
such  grave  importance  the  country  should 
have  more  than  ordinary  assurance  that  these 
gentlemen  were  satisfactory  security  for  the 
due  performance  of  the  undertaking.  He  did 
not  pretend  to  say  that  these  gentlemen  were 
incompetent  to  perform  the  work,  but  was 
only  desirous  of  protecting  the  interests  of  the 
province  in  every  way  that  was  practicable. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  replied  that  if  the  hon  gen- 
tleman would  turn  back  to  tbe  discussion  of 
the  previous  session  when  the  act  on  which 
rhe  last  bill  was  based  was  passed,  he'  would 
rind  his  objections  to  a large  extent  removed. 
All  the  stipulations  and  provisions  that  the 
Legislature  considered  necessary  wbeii  pass- 
ing the  act  of  last  session  were  actually  incor- 
porated in  the  contract  itself;  the  very  first 
clause  of  the  agreement  would  show  this.  The 
hon.  member  had  said  that  if  a person  was 
building  a house,  he  did  not  leave  everything 
to  the  contractor,  but  bound  him  down  to  cer- 
tain .stipulations.  The  house,  however,  would 
see  that  his  simile  is  not  borne  out'by  the  facts 
as  they  exist  in  the  present  case.  The  Go- 
vernment were  not  going  to  build  the  railway 
tor  themselves.  The  road  was  to  be  construct- 
ed by  the  contractors  so  as  to  he  their  own 
property;  and  every  person  who  knew  any- 
thing of  railway  maintenance  was  aware  that 
no  Company  could  afford  to  keep  up  a railway 
for  twenty  years  unless  it  was  suitably  con- 
structed ^ The  house  knew  that  the  remune- 
ration offered  by  the- country  was  very  inade- 
quate for  the  object  expected  to  be  gained, 
and  that  no  capitalists  were  going  to  spend 
their  own  money  for  a road  which  would  be 
comparatively  useless.  The  period  for  which 
t he  railway  had  to  be  maintained  was  obvious- 
ly sufficient  guarantee  that  the  work  of  con- 
struction would  be  efficiently  performed.  The 
motive  that  would  impel  the  contractors 
was  the  most  potent  that  can  exist  — self- 
i merest.  He  would  state  that  the  parties  in  ques- 
t:  jn  purposed  to  lay  down  a heavier  rail  than 


had  been  stipulated  for;  in  order  to  make  the 
line  as  efficient  as  p<>.s.-.ble?  they  had  ordered 
rails  of  56  lbs.  to  the  yard,  instead  of  42  lbs.  as 
per  contract..  They  did  this  because  they  felt 
ibar,  the  best  mode  they  could  pursue  to  get  an 
adequate  return  for  this  capital  was  to  con- 
struct the  line  as  thoroughly  as  possible.  It  had 
been  the  impression  in  the  house  last  winter, 
that  the  amount  of  remuneration  offered  by 
the  Province  was  entirely  inadequate;  it  must 
therefore  be  a matter  of  congratulation  that 
we  had  been  able  with  such  slight  induce- 
ments to  obtain  the  construction  of  the  work. 
The  government  had  taken  great  pains  to  in- 
form themselves  of  the  standing  of  the  capital- 
ists that  were  to  undertake  this  project.  Mr. 
George  Knight  was  at  this  moment  a Railway 
Contractor  of  great  eminence — reputed  to  be 
worth  at  least  a quarter  of  a million  of  pounds 
It  was  true  that  the  limited  Liability  Company 
of  Smith,  Knight  & Co.,  (who  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  railway  project)  had 
been  involved  in  some  difficulties,  but  these 
did  not  arise  from  any  inability  to  dis- 
charge their  engagements,  but  in  consequence 
of  a personal  quarrel  between  the  managing 
director,  and  the  other  shareholders,  T!  e stock 
had  necessarily  declined  in  the  money  market, 
but  every  gentleman  who  knew  anything 
of  the  working  of  limited  liability  companies, 
was  aware  that  these  difficulties  might  arise 
without  in  the  slightest  degree  affecting  the 
financial  position  or  wealth  of  any  gentleman 
who  happened  to  be  connected  with  them.  Af- 
ter investigation  it  had  been  found  that  the 
company  was  entirely  solvent,  and  able  to 
meet  their  engagements.  The  high  position  of 
Mr.  Knight  had  not  been  touched  in  the  least 
degree.  As  to  the  name  of.  Mr.  Chapman,  it 
was  quite  familiar  to  all  Bankers  everywhere, 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  in  the  contracts 
made  with  reference  to  the  Trnnk  line,  it  was 
provided  that  the  work  should  be  of  a particu- 
lar character. 

Ho’m.  Prov.  Sec.  observed  that  it  was  hot 
considered  necessary  to  have  any  such  stipu- 
lation for  a line  for  the  western  counties  where 
the  traffic  would  be  of  light  description ; the. 
reverse  was  done  with  respect  to  the  Trunk 
line.  A larger  amount  of  traffic  might  be  ex- 
pected to  go  over  it. 

Mr.  Archibald  went  on  to'  say  that  it 
might  be  supposed  from  the  fact  that  the  com- 
pany were  going  to  place  56  fo  rails  on  the 
line — that  they  had  been  led  to  believe  that  % 
large  portion  of  the  traffic  that  might  run  over 
the  intercolonial  road  would  go  over  their  own 
road.  Therefore  it  might  be  said  that  we  were 
about  to  build  up  a line  that  is  to  compete 
with  the  Trunk  Line  for  the  trade  from  St 
John.  But  what  he  was  chiefly  urging  was\ 
that  he  did  not  think  that  the  government  had* 
exercised  as  large  an  amount  of  discretion 
as  they  should  have  done  in  a matter  so  im-. 
portant. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen-,  said  that  he  had  listened 
Wf  tu  \great  de1al  of  attention  to  the  remarks 
of  the  hon  gentleman  (Mr.  Archibald),  S he 
rnust  say  that  they  were  by  no  means  worthv 
of  one  of  such  high  legal  attainments.  Turn- 
ing to  the  acts  passed  for  the  building  of  rail- 
ways in  this  Province,  it  would  he  found  that 
the  lines  were  to  be  a continuation  of  the  Pro- 
vincial railway.  The  hon  gentleman  said  that 
these  parties  might  build  tram  way, but  he  must 
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Bee  that  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  acts  prov- 
ed that  he  was  incorrect.  Indeed  if  he  would 
take  the  trouble  to  turn  to  the  agreement  he 
would  see  what  was  the  character  of  the  road 
to  he  constructed.  The  very  preamble  said: 
“ Whereas,  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Nova 
Scotia  was  passed  ou  or  about  the  second  day 
Of  May,  1865,  entitled  ‘ An  Act  to  provide  for 
the  construction  of  two  other  sections  of  the 
Provincial  Railway,’ and  by  such  Act  provi- 
sions were  made  for  the  construction  of  a cer- 
tain Railway  from  Truro  to  the  boundary  line 
of  New  Brunswick,  and  of  a certain  other  rail- 
way from  Windsor  to  Annapolis;  And  Where- 
as, in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  said 
Act,  a negotiation  has  been  entered  into  be- 
tween the  said  parties,  having  for  its  object  an 
arrangement  by  which  the  said  company  shall 
undertake  the  construe  ion  and  working  of  the 
flaid  section  of  the  said,  railway  from  Windsor 
to  Annapolis,  under  the  provisions  of  the  said 
Act,  and  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions 
hereinafter  mentioned.”  So  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  very  preamble  showed  that  the  pro- 
posed line  must  be  of  a certain  character — as 
good  as  the  one  in  existence.  But  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  it  had  always  been  estimated 
that  the  railway  to  Annapolis  would  not  re- 
quire to  be  built,  for  a variety  of  reasons,  quite 
as  substantial  as  the  Trunk  line.  The  bon. 
gentleman  had  objected  that  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer could  not  exercise  any  supervision 
Over  the  line  that  was  to  be  built,  but 
what  was  the  fact.  Looking  at  the 
contract  it  would  be  seen  that  the  location  of 
the  road  was  made  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Governor  in  Council.  The  location  of  these 
lines  of  railway,  in  other  words,  was  made 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Governor  in 
Council — subject  totbe  recommendation  of  the 
Chief  Engineer.  Before  the  Chief  Engineer 
would  consent  to  the  location  of  the  road  he 
would  have  to  have  a clear  understanding  as 
to  thQ  grades  and  curves.  How  could  any 
Company,  in  face  of  such  an  agreement,  build 
a road  of  the  character  that  had  been  hinted 
they  might.  But  what  more  did  they  read  in 
-the  contract:— ■“  The  rails  to  be  of  good  quali- 
ty, and  to  be  either  42  pounds  weight  per  yard, 
on  the  T pattern,  to  be  laid  on  longitudinal 
re.ctahgularftbearings,  properly  fastened  with 
'-spikes,  and  fished  at  the  joints,  or  with  sleep- 
ers and  an  arris-cut  longitudinal  stringer, 
with  a proportionably  smaller  pattern  saddle- 
rail,  as  introduced  on  the  Great  Western  Rail- 
way in  England.  The  breadth  of  roadway, 
depth  of  ballast,  and  goueral  description  of 
road  to  be  of  such  quality  as  to  ensure  perma- 
nency and  economy  of  maintenance."  Could 
anything  be.  more  satisfactory  than  this?  The 
location  was  made  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Governor-in-Counyil  and  the  road  was  to 
be  of  such  a description  as  would  insure  “per- 
manency and  economy  of  maintenance.” 
Was  it  not  obviously  the  interest  of 
the  Company  to  construct  the  work  so 
that  they  might  have  little  expense  in  keeping 
it  up^?  Would  they  not  want  to  have  the 
roadway  built  so  as  to  prevent  the  falling 
dowa  of  the  slopes,  and  the  crumbling  away 
of  the  embankments?  If  the  road  was  built  as 
many  lines  were  in  the  United  States,  it  would 
only  be  a constant  source  of  expense.  Expe- 
rience had  proved  that  economy  in  construc- 
tion was  extravagance  in  working.  One  of 


the  great  considerations  that  now  entered  into 
the  minds  of  contractors  and  railway  compa- 
nies was  to  give  a road  sufficient  weight  and 
permanency,  in  order  to  produce  results  that 
.would  serve  the  interests  of  all  concerned.  If 
we  had  a road  built  to  Annapolis  that  afford- 
ed permanency  and  economy  of  management, 
then  the  country  had  all  that  was  necessary, 
But,  more  than  this,  the  Railway  Commission- 
er was  permitted  at  all  times  to  visit  these 
works  aud  report  on  their  character  and  con- 
dition ; he  was  to  see  that  the  intentions  of  the 
agreement  were  carried  out.  Therefore  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  government  bad  all 
the  checks  ou  the  company  that  were  neces- 
sary. No  one  could  believe  for  a moment 
that,  the  small  subsidy  given  by  this  was 
sufficient  inducement  to  the  company  to 
build  the  line.  The  government,  has  been 
told  time  and  again  that  the  sum  offered  was 
entirely  inadequate  to  induce  capitalists  to 
build  the  road ; and  we  might  be  quite  sure  that 
the  company  in  question  had  not  embarked- 
their  money  in  the  undertaking  until  they  bad 
fully  satisfied  themselves  that  they  would  re- 
ceive some  profit  from  the  working  thereof.  It 
bad  been  urged  that  the  plan  of  subsidizing 
the  line,  was  in  effect  assisting  a road  that 
would  be  in  opposition  to  the  trunk  line,  but, 
this  objection  could  not  be  considered  as  having 
any  tenable  foundation.  We  had  the  local  in- 
terests of  this  country  to  develope,  and  there- 
fore it  was  that  the  branch  line  to  Annapolis  had 
been  projected  In  fact,  we  were  to  be  bene- 
fited by  two  lines  of  railwa.y  instead  of  one; 
such  a state  of  things  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  advantageous  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. If  we  would  be  able  to  afford  such  great 
facilities  to  passengers  by  steamers  at  this  port, 
to  go  on  to  Canada  and  the  States  by  land, 
what  more  could  we  want?  Was  it  not  most 
desirable  to  make  the  capital  of  this  province 
the  terrain  us  for  travel  across  the  Atlantic? — 
In  whatever  light  he  looked  at  the  question,  he 
saw  that  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  had  abun- 
dant reason  for  satisfaction  at  the  aspect  of  our 
railway  undertakings. 

Mr.  Churchill  said  that  when  the  Act  pas- 
*sed  last  session  hardly  a man  in  the  House 
could  have  believed  that  the  remuneration  was 
sufficient  to  induce  capitalists  to  embark  in  this 
undertaking— it  was,  in  fact,  most  trifling.  It 
must  he,  therefore,  most  gratifying  to  every 
one  to  find  that  a Company  had  been  found 
willing  to  construct  this  railway  to  Annapolis. 
He  quite  agreed  that  we  could  not  be  too  par- 
ticular in  the  wording  of  contracts — that  every 
one  knew  who  had  any  business  to  do;  but  in 
the  present  case,  it  must  be  understood,  the 
road  that  was  to  be  built  would  not  belong  to 
the  province.  He  was  quite  content  to  have 
the  contract  taken  under  circumstances  so 
much  more  favorable  {than  they  had  reason  to 
anticipate.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  Compa- 
ny would  give  satisfaction  to  the  province,  and 
that  in  any  case  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  see  that  the  country’s  interests 
were  not  overlooked. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  on  the  previous  occa- 
sions on  which  the  policy  embraced  in  the 
bill  had  been  before  the  Legislature,  it  had 
been  adopted  by  large  majorities.  He  need 
hardly  remind  gentlemen  that  for  the  past 
two  Sessions,  when  this  measure  was  before 
the  Legislature  he  had  given  it  a constant  and 
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unwavering  opposition.  In  18G4  he  moved  a 
resolution  which  was  to  be  found  in  the 
journals,  embodying  the  grounds  on  which  he 
based  his  opposition.  During  the  last  Session 
he  also  felt  it  his  duty  to  give  the  Act  referred 
to  his  strong  opposition.  However  the  policy 
was  adopted  by  a large  majority,  which  the 
Government  was  now  carrying  out.  He  might 
considerably  annoy  the  Government  by 
moving  amendments,  but  he  felt  that  with  the 
majority  they  had  at  their  back  no  practical 
or  useful  result  could  accrue;  and  his  only 
course  was  to  submit  to  what  had  been  done  as 
the  deliberate  act  of  the  House.  He  had  per-  I 
formed  what  he  believed  was  his  duty,  and  it 
was  now  hardly  legitimate  for  him  to  oppose 
a measure  which  had  taken  place  in  conse- 
quence of  the  legislation  of  the  House.  But 
there  was  another  reason  which  influenced 
him  to  pursue  his  present  course;  and  that 
was,  the  fact  of  the  absence  of  many  gentle- 
men who  ought  to  be  present.  In  the  first  place 
the  three  members  for  Yarmouth  had  not 
come  up,  and  they  might  be  reasonably  sup- 
posed to  be  opposed  to  all  railways.  Four 
representatives  of  Cape  Breton — one  from 
each  county — were  also  absent.  In  view  of 
the  absence  of  so  many  gentlemen  who 
might  be  expected  to  oppose  the  bill,  it 
was  idle  to  otter  any  opposition.  He  would 
add  that  he  had  never  opposed  this  measure 
from  sectional  motives — from  any  hostility 
to  the  western  counties.  If  any  measure 
was  submitted  to  the  legislature,  in  which  the 
interests  of  this  section  could  be  promoted,  with- 
out jeopardizing  those  of  the  larger  portion  of 
Nova  Scotia,  he  would  be  always  ready  to  sup- 
port it.  He  did  not  believe,  however,  that  the 
benefits  expected  from  this  road  would  accrue, 
whilst  it  decidedly  did  not  confer  any  advan- 
tage whatever  on  the  more  remote  sections  of 
the  province.  In  a very  short  time,  at  least 
$560,000  would  have  to  be  paid  by  little  Nova 
Scotia  in  the  shape  of  railway  interest.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  our  trade  delations  would 
be  disturbed  by  the  abrogation  of  the  reciproci- 
ty treaty,  was  it  not  the  part  of  wisdom  for  the 
Government  to  hesitate  before  incurring  such 
heavy  obligations,  and  involving  the  country  so 
deeply?  He  trusted  that  the  sanguine  antici- 
pations of  gentlemen  would  be  realized,  and 
that  the  grants  for  such  necessary  services  as 
roads,  and  bridges,  and  education  would  not 
have  to  be  cut  down  in  the  future  to  very  small 
amounts,  in  consequence  of  the  policy  that  the 
Government  and  House  are  pursuing. 

Mr.  McLelan  thought  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  hardly  ask  the  House  to  pass  such 
an  Act  without  having  some  security  of  the 
character  of  the  work  that  is  to  be  built.  The 
Province  was  giving  the  Company  something 
like  £300,000  as  a bonus  to  build  the  road,  and 
considering  the  character  of  the  country  over 
which  the  line  would  pass — 72  miles  of  it  being 
of  no  higher  grade  than  20  feet  in  the  mile,  and 
the  other  portion  nearly  a dead  level— in  was 
not  impossible  that  it  could  be  constructed  for 
this  amount.  Was  there  not  sufficient  induce- 
ment for  the  Company  to  slight  the  work  in  the 
commencement,  and  then  sell  out  of  it.  The 
Attorney  General  had  said  that  this  road  was 
to  be  a continuation  of  the  Railways  already 
built.  Might  not  the  street  Railway  in  course 
of  construction  in  Halifax  be  called  just  as  tru- 
ly a continuation  of  the  Provincial  Road  at 


Richmond?  Might  not  the  Company  propose 
to  build  a kind  of  tramway  a little  superior 
to  the  one  in  Halifax?  It  was  probable  from 
the  fact  that  they  had  dispensed  with  the  smal- 
ler rails,  they  would  have  no  sleepers,  and 
would  construct  a road  of  the  character  he  had 
intimated. 

Mr.  Archibald  repeated  his  belief  that  the 
character  of  the  road  should  have  been  fixed. 
The  whole  argument  of  the  Attorney  General 
had  gone  to  show  that  the  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion were  acting  in  good  faith.  If,  then,  they 
were  going  to  build  us  a good  railway,  what 
reason  was  there  for  not  specifying  it?  Under 
the  terms  of  the  present  contract  it  was  per- 
fectly possible  for  this  Company  to  walk 
eventually  out  of  the  whole  affair,  and  throw 
upon  their  successors  the  burthen  of  the  work. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  they  would  do  so,  hut 
what  he  felt  was,  that  the  Government  had  not 
exercised  that  amount  of  discretion  that  should 
have  been  expected  of  them. 

Mr.  Locke  said,  that  as  the  contract  had 
been  entered  into  by  the  Government,  it  was 
useless  to  raise  any  argument  against  the 
terms.  It  was  only  left  for  gentlemen  to  put 
what  faith  they  could  iu  the  Government. 
A Ithough  the  act  was  passed  last  session,  he 
believed  that  the  Government  had  been  too 
hasty;  they  should  have  waited  and  seen  what 
would  be  the  consequences  of  the  abrogation  of 
the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  before  incurring  any 
heavy  liabilities.  No  one  could  deny,  that  the 
Railway  would  be  merely  a right  of  way  for 
the  people  of  Annapolis;  it  could  be  of  no  bene- 
fit to  the  other  and  larger  sections  of  the  Pro- 
vince. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  said  that  he  was 
glad  to  see  that  the  hon.  member  bad  been 
forced  to  yield  to  circumstances.  Now  it  was 
well  known  that  hints  had  been  frequently 
thrown  out  that  the  Government  did  not  intend 
to  build  the  railway  at  all;  and  that  their  integ- 
rity and  good  faith  were  at  stake.  They  were 
therefore  bound  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  gave 
them  power  to  redeem  the  pledges  they  had 
.given  for  the  construction  of  the  work.  He  had 
given  a good  deal  of  consideration  to  the  subject 
of  the  reciprocity  treaty,  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  loss  to  the  revenue  would 
not  be  as  great  as  some  seemed  to  fear  it  would 
be.  Looking  at  the  character  of  the  exports  of 
the  country — at  the  development  of  our  resour- 
ces— at  the  vitality  exhibited  in  all  branches  of 
trade — at  the  prospect  for  new  channels  for 
commerce  being  opened  up— he  saw  no  cause 
for  any  apprehension  whatever. 

Mi\.Locke  asked  if  the  Government  were 
prepared  to  say  that  the  country  could  for  the 
next  two  years  bear  half  a million  of  dollars 
intereston  the  railways,  and  still  provide  suffi- 
ciently for  the  other  public  services  in  which 
the  people  felt  so  deep  an  interest.  He  had  at- 
tempted last  session  to  get  a small  sum  of 
30  or  £40,000  to  connect  Shelburne  with  Anna- 
polis, but  to  no  purpose.  Steam  communica- 
tion was  much  wanted  along  our  coast.  But 
who  could  say  when  the  country  would  now 
have  it  after  the  large  obligations  that  were 
being  incurred  for  railway  enterprizes. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  replied  that  the 
Government  had  given  the  subject  the  full 
consideration  and  had  come  to  the  opiuion  that 
the  province  was  well  able  to  undertake  the 
responsibility  imposed  upon  it. 
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After  a few  remarks  from  the  Provincial 
Secretary  in  support  of  his  previous  state- 
ments, the  bill  passed  its  second  reading. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  the  next 
day  at  3 o’clock. 

February  27,1866 

House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  C.  Campbell  presented  to  the  Govern- 
ment, through  the  House,  a petition  for  a break- 
water; also,  a petition  for  repair  of  a wharf  in 
the  county  of  Digby. 

Mr.  Miller  said  he  desired  to  present  a pe- 
tition from  a large  number  of  shipowners,  mer- 
chants, and  magistrates  in  the  Island  of  Cape 
Breton,  asking  aid  to  open  and  render  fit  for  the 
accommodation  ot  shipping,  the  harbor  of 
Fourche.  The  petition  was  not  only  numerous- 
ly signed  by- such  persons  throughout  the  whole 
island,  but  bad  also  received  the  signature  of 
two  of  the  members  of  Cape  Breton  Co.,  one  of 
whom  (Mr.  Bourinot)  had  attached  to  it  a cer- 
tificate, stating  that  he  was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  harbor,  that,  it  formed  the  boundary 
line  bet  ween  the  Counties  of  Cape  Breton  afnd 
Richmond,  and  would,  if  opened,  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  many  vessels  visiting  that  part 
of  the  country  when  the  mines  are  in  operation. 
Mr.  Miller  said  that  the  petition  had  peculiar 
claims  upon  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
Government.  The  harbor  was  situated  on  the 
southern  coast  of  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton, 
about  half-way  between  Louisbourg  and  Cape 
Canso,  there  being  no  harbor  of  refuge  between 
these  ports,  and  vessels  being  frequently  put 
to  the  inconvenience  of  running  back  to  Canso 
or  Louisbourg.  The  harbor  was  also  resorted 
to  by  a large  number  of  fishermen  requiring 
such  accommodation,  as  could  be  seen  by  the 
fact  that  the  distance  between  the  places  refer- 
red to  was  73  miles,  Fourche  being  distant 
about  50  miles  from  Canso.  The  entrance  was 
at  present  obstructed  by  a bar  rendering  the 
harbor  ufseless  at  times,  and  the  House  be  said, 
woiild  perceive  that  the  subject  of  the  petition 
was  not  one  of  a local  character,  but  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  shipping  interests 
of  the’country.  The  sum  required  would  not 
be  very  large,  and  he  trusted  that,  in  conside- 
ration of  the  interests  involved,  and  of  the 
amount  of  revenue  derived  from  such  branches 
of  industry  as  those  to  which  he  had  referred, 1 
something  would  be  done  in  accordance  with 
the  prayer  of  the  petition,  which  was  more  in- 
fluentially signed  than  any  other  which  he  had 
ever  presented  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Blanchard  presented  a petition  from 
the  wardens  of  river  fisheries,  asking  remune- 
ration in  protecting  such  fisheries.  He  said 
that  the  small  pittance  granted  to  these  officers 
by  the  Sessions  was  quite  inadequate.  The 
hon.  gentleman  also  presented  a petition  from 
Broad  Cove,  in  the  County  of  In  verness,  signed 
by  22(5  electors,  on  the  subject  of  Confederation. 

DESPATCHES,  ECT. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary, by  command 
«Df  His  Excellency,  laid  on  the  table  copies  of 
correspondence  relating  to  signal  stations.  He 
remarked  that,  a change  which  had  been  made 
jjn  the  mode  of  payment  for  this  service  render- 
ed the  sum  less  than  heretofore. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary,  by  like  com- 
Unaud,  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  corresponden- 
ce relating  to  the  Governor’s  Private  Secretary. 


Mr.  Archibald  made  a few  remarks  res- 
pecting some  seeming  reflections  contained  in 
one  of  the  despatches,  on  the  policy  of  the  late 
Government  in  connection  with  the  Secretary- 
ship. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  said  he  had 
not  seen  the  papers  unnl  a day  or  two  ago. 
One  of  the  statements,  lie  would  say,  which  it 
contained  was  perfectly  correct,  viz.,  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Government  last  Ses- 
sion, of  introdueeiug  a bill  on  the  subject,  bad 
taken  His  Excellency  by  surprise,  he  supposing 
that  the  discussion  on  the  question  had  long 
been  closed. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  proposition  to 
appoint  and  pay  a Private  Secretary  had  never 
met  with  the  opposition  of  gentlemen  on  his 
side  of  the  House  as  a body,  although  indi  vidu- 
al  members  may  have  been  hostile  to  the  mea- 
sure. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy.,  by  like  command,  laid  on 
the  table  copies  of  eorresp mde'noe  relating  to 
the  Paris  Universal  Exhibition  ; also,  copies  of 
correspondence  relating  to  the  assassination  ot 
President  Lincoln. 

education. 

_ Hon.  Att.  General  laid  on  the  table  a peti- 
tion from'  an  aged  school  teacher  whose  employ- 
ment, had  been  interfered  with  by  the  operation 
of  the  present  school  law,  and  suggested  that 
the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  enquired  of  the  Govern- 
ment whether  it  was  their  intention  to  devolve 
the  labor  and  responsibility  of  considering  the 
operation  of  the  present  school  acton  that  com- 
mittee, or  whether  the  Government  'proposed 
to  take  charge  of  the  matter  themselves. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec’y.  said  it  had  become  a mat- 
ter of  serious  consideration  with  the  Govern- 
ment as  to.  what  course  they  should  adopt,  on 
this  subject,  and  alter  mature  deliberation  it 
had  been  decided  that  it  would  not  be  the  most, 
judicious  course  to  submit  any  measure  desir- 
able for  the  further  alteration  of  the  existing 
law  as  a Government  measure.  The  Govern- 
ment, as  members  were  aware  had  already 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  dealing  with  the 
question,  ami  it  became  necessary  for  them  to 
enquire  how  far  on  any  such  question  they 
would  receive-the  support  of  gentlemen  usually 
sustaining  them,  and  in  bringing  forward 
the  measure  of  last  session,  they  stated  that  it 
contained  two  fundamental  principles  on  which 
they  would  take  their  sbxud  before  the  Legisla- 
ture. Those  principles  were,  first,  the  establish- 
ment of  free  school.-,  and  second,  the  assess- 
ment by  counties  of  the  amount  required  to 
supplement  the  amount  granted  by  the  Legis- 
lature. The  Government,  on  that  occasion,  in- 
formed the  House  that  while  they  asked  sup- 
port on  these  two  •principles,  they  considered 
all  other  matters  as  open  to  such  amendments 
as  the  majority  of  members  would  endorse. 
When  that  measure  came  to  he  discussed, 
while  the  government  were  sustained  on  those 
principles,  the  hill,  was  very  largely  modified 
in  other  and  important  details,  as,  for  instance, 
the  pjoposal  to  give  the  sections  the  power  of 
.voluntary  assessment  was  so  altered  as  to  sub- 
stitute a provision  for  obtaining  aid  by  means 
of  subscription.  He  need  not  say  that  in  con- 
nection with  the  subject  of  Education,  the 
Government  had  encountered  a great  deal  of 
difficulty  and  embarrassment,  although  not 
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more  than  might  he  anticipated  from  so  great  a 
change  as  that  made.  They  had  taken  pains  to 
satisfy  themselves  of  the  working  of  the  present 
Act,  and  he  believed  he  would  be  able  to  shew 
the  House  from  the  report  of  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Education  that  under  that  Act  a great 
improvement  had  taken  place  in  the  common 
school  education  of  the  Province,  not  only  by 
a large  increase  in  the  number  of  children  at- 
tending school,  but  also  in  relation  to  school 
accommodation.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
one  of  the  difficulties  experienced,  and  he  re- 
ferred to  it  with  regret,  was,  that  any  measure 
brought  forward  as  a government  measure, 
would  invite  a good  deal  of  hostile  criticism  on 
the  part  of  the  opponents  of  the  Administration. 
He  did  not.  in  this  remark  make*  special  refer- 
ence to  the  present  Opposition,  for  he  was 
aware  that  he  had  received  vigorous  and  de- 
termined aid  from  some  gentlemen  opposite, 
a nd  in  every  county  the  most  enthusiastic  sup- 
porters of  the  new  law  were  to  be  found  among 
their  opponents,  but  merely  had  reference  to 
the  fact  that  any  measure  so  brought,  forward 
invited  a great  deal  of  hostility.  Looking  at 
that  feature  of  the  case,  and  anxious  to  separ- 
ate the  question,  as  far  as  possible,  from  politi- 
cal considerations,  in  order  that  it  might  com- 
mend itself  to  the  body  of  the  people,  the  Gov- 
ernment believed  they  would  be  consulting  the 
best  interests  of  the  country  in  leaving  any  al- 
terations to  be  suggested  without  a reference  to 
party  feelings.  He  believed  that  a great  change 
and  improvement  bad  been  effected, — that  the 
difficulties  to  be  encountered  would  steadily 
fade  away,  leaving  the  general  education  of  the 
country  in  a progressive  State.  The  Govern 
ment.  believed  that  the  act  might  be  materially 
improved,  but  that  it  would  be  better  to  leave 
the  matter  open  in  the  way  proposed.  He  did 
not  iutend  to  shrink,  for  a single  moment,  from 
taking  his  share  of  any  responsibility  arising 
from  the  introduction  ot  amendments. 

Mr.  Locke  enquired  whether  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  prepared  to  bring  down  any 
measure,  or  whether  they  intended  merely  to. 
rely  on  the  suggestions  of  members? 

Hon.  Provincial.  Sec  ret  ary  replied  that 
the  Government,  having  obtained  the  adoption 
of  the  leading  principles  which  they  held,  it 
would  be  a violation  of  the  pledge  given  to  the 
House  if  they  were  to  press,  by  Government 
influence,  any  changes  considered  necessary. 

MISCELLANEOUS.  ' \ 

Mr.  Churchill  presented  a petition  from 
James  A.  Smith,  an  aged  teacher,  praying  a 
free  grant  of  land. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  laid  on  the  table 
copies  of  correspondence  relating  to  the  erection 
of  a small  light  on  St.  George’s  Island,  in  Hali- 
fax harbor.  This  had  arisen,  he  said,  from  a 
representation  of  the  fact  that  danger  existed 
to  vessels  entering  the  harbor  by  night.  He 
also  submitted  an  application  made  to  the  Go- 
vernment by  the  Canard  Company,  and  a 
report  thereon  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Lighthouses. 

The  papers  were  referred  to  a Committee  on 
navigation- securities. 

Mr.  Tobin  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  island 
was  under  the  control  of  the  military  authori- 
ties aud  suggested  that  applications  be  made 
in  that  quarter. 

Hon.  Att’y.  Gen.  answered  that  the  work 
could  not  be  done  without  the  concurrence  of 


the  military  authorities,  but  he  had  been  in- 
formed that  no  difficulty  would  be  made  on 
.their  part.  A very  inexpensive  light  would  be 
sufficient, — the  maintenance  being  the  principal 
consideration. 

Mr.  Coffin  said  that  this  matter  should  have 
been  before  the  House  previously.  A light  in 
the  locality  alluded  to  was  very  much  needed 
in  the  navigation  of  the  Harbour,  and  if  any 
difficulty  were  experienced  in  its  erection  he 
•thought  there  were  other  points  equally  suit- 
able for  the  purpose. 

Hou  Att’y.  Gen.  laid  on  the  table  papers 
connected  with  in  vestigations  conducted  by  the 
Postmaster  General  in  reference  to, abstraction 
of  money  from  three  money  letters, — also  docu- 
ments connected  with  a robbery  of  the  mail  in 
Digby  County. . 

The  papers  were  referred  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee. 

WINDSOR  AND  ANNAPOLIS  RAILWAY. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee,  aud 
passed  the  Windsor  and  Annapolis  Hail  way 
Bill  with  some  slight  amendments., 

RAILWAY  MATTERS. 

Mr.  Tobin  gave  notice  to  the  House  that  the 
Railway  Committee  would  meet  on  Friday 
next  at  11  o’clock,  and  urged  the  necessity  of 
promoting  the  business  before  the  Committee. 
He  trusted  all  parties  having  claims  to  pass  be- 
fore them  would  bring  them  forward  by  at 
I east  ten  days’  time.  By  that  means  all  reasons 
for  complaint  would  be  removed. 

Mr.  Longley  stated,  in  answer  to  the  hon. 
gentleman,  that  the  Railway  Report  would  be 
ready  in  a few  days. 

Hou.  Mr.  McFarlane  supposed  that  parties 
having  business  before  that  Committee  would 
be  entitled  to  the  usual  fourteen  days’  notice. 

PETJTIONS 

Mr.  Annand  presented  two  petitions— one 
from  Jeddore  and  the  other  from  Pope’s  Har- 
bor, on  the  subject  of  Education. 

Mr.  Balcam,  a petition  from  Tangier  on  the 
same  subject. 

Mr.  Miller,  a petition  from  tlie  inhabitants 
of  Little  Arichat  asking  for  a grant  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a light  house.  He  referred  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  harbor. 

Mr.  , Eongley  presented  two  petitions;  one 
from  Annapolis  on  the  subject  ot  trawl  fishiug, 
and: the  other  from  a man  asking  aid  for  a 
house  of  entertain  ment. 

TIIE  TRUNK  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  Annand  asked  the  Government  if  they 
had  received  any  intimation  from  the  other 
side  of  the  water  that  might  give  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  operations  for  the  construction  of 
the  trunk  line  of  railway  to  New  Brunswick 
would  lie  retarded,  in  consequence  of  the  tight- 
ness of  the  money  market. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  replied  that  the  parties 
who  entered  upon  the  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  in  question  were  to  be  in- 
corporated in  England,  under  the  limited 
liability  act,  and  therefore  did  not  require  the 
passage  of  such  a bill  as  was  before  the  House. 
He  was  very  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  no  in- 
formation had  been  received  of  any  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  International  Contract  Com- 
pany to  recede  from  the  engagements  they  had 
made  with  the  Province, 

The  House  tbeu  adjoruned  until  the  next  day 
at  3 o clock. 
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DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


Wednesday,  Feb.  28, 1866. 

The  house  met  at  3 o’clock. 

YARMOUTH  ELECTION. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  informed  the  house  that  du- 
ring the  recess  he  had  received  a letter  from  a 
member  of  the  house,  Mr.  G.  S.  Brown,  resign- 
ing his  seat  as  representative  of  the  township 
of  Yarmouth.  A writ  had  been  accordingly 
issued  for  au  election  to  supply  the  vacancy,, 
and  the  return  showing  the  election  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Townsend,  Esq.,  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Hon.  J.  H.  Anderson  and  Hon.  Alex.  Keith, 
the  Commissioners,  then  took  their  places  and 
administered  the  usual  oath  to  Mr.  Townsend, 
who  thereupon  took  his  seat. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  Windsor  and  Annapolis  Railway  Bill 
passed  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Locke  presented  two  petitions  from 
Shelburne  against  the  practice  of  setting  fish 
weirs. 

Mr.  Miller  presented  the  petition  of  a large 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Glasgow  on 
the  subject  of  the  location  of  the  railway  de- 
pot at  that  town.  Also  another  on  the  same 
subject  from  Antigonishe.  These  papers  were 
referred  to  the  government. 

Mr.  Archibald  asked  the  government  to 
lay  on  the  table  a specification  connected  with 
the  Pictou  railway,  referred  to  in  a letter  pub- 
lished in  the  Journals  of  1865;  also  the  report 
of  Mr.  Fleming  on  the  tenders. 

CAPE  BRETON  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  he  wished  to  ask  of 
the  government  information  on  a point  on 
which  he  took  a deep  interest.  Members  in 
opposition  had  frequently  no  more  legitimate 
mode  of  gaining  information  than  by  askiug 
publicly ; and  when,  a day  or  two  ago,  he  made 
enquiry  respecting  the  expenditure  of  monies 
arising  from  Cape  Breton  Crown  Lands,  he 
had  been  informed  that  communication  had 
been  opened  with  the  members  for  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  that  owing  to  their  disagree- 
ment nothing  had  been  done.  He  assumed 
that  the  fact  of  his  not  being  consulted  on  that 
matter  was  owing  to  the  circumstance  of  his 
not  being  one  of  the  government  supporters. 
He  had  noticed  in  the  newspapers  a mention 
of  the  fact  that  in  Canada  companies  were 
about  beiug  projected  for  placing  larger  steam- 
ers on  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  he  there- 
fore asked  whether  any  correspondence  on  that 
subject  had  been  received,  and  whether  the 
government  would  not  think  it  prudent  to  grant 
a sum  of  money  to  encourage  the  line,  or  one  in 
connection  with  it  to  touch  at  the  Strait  of  Can- 
80,  Port  Hood,  Mabou  and  other  points  on  the 
North  West  coast  of  Cape  Breton. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  replied  that  the 
government  had  no  information  on  the  sub- 
ject further  than  the  public  prints  afforded. 
No  application  for  aid  had  been  received  and 
the  matter  could  therefore  be  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  house  by  suggestions  of  individu- 
al members.  He  said  he  would  take  this  op- 
portunity to  correct  the  impressions  resting 
on  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  who  had  ‘just 
spoken  respecting  the  Cape  Breton  Crown 
Lands.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
sayiDg  that  the  delay  was  owing  to  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  members  for  the  is- 
land. The  government  had  instructed  the 


Commissioner  to  prepare  a report  which  was 
transmitted  to  those  gentleman  and  a great' 
deal  of  difference  existed  betweeu  their  sug- 
gestions and  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
missioner, but  the  principal  reason  had  been 
that  very  large  special  grants  had  been  made 
to  the  Cape  Breton  Counties  in  addition  to  the 
road  grants. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  last  year  he  had 
been  uuder  the  impression  that  the  inten- 
tion was  to  refer  the  matter  of  this  ex- 
penditure to  the  county  members,  and  that 
they  would  be  called  on  to  make  suggestions 
for  its  appropriation.  He  did  not  think  that 
as  far  as  his  county  was  concerned  the  latter 
remark  of  the  Prov  Secretary  applied,  for 
that  county  had  received  very  small  special 
grants— that  for  1864  being  but  $1000,  while 
some  counties  received  $12,000,  and  that  for 
1865  being  but  $3000.  while  others  received  much 
larger  sums-  He  did  not  thiuk  that  any  com- 
missioner likely  to  give  satisfaction  in  the  ap- 
propriation could  be  selected,  but  the  matter 
could  be  very  easily  adjusted  if  left  to  the  re- 
presentatives themselves;  and  he  had  reason 
to  know  that  very  little  difference  of  opinion 
would  exist  between  his  colleague  and  himself 
on  the  subject.  For  two  years  they  had  not 
to  provideed  for  roads  running  through 
new  settlements  and  to  open  up  tracts  of  land 
which  had  been  sold,  expecting  to  receive 
these  grants,  and  it  was  a great  hardship  on 
districts  where  there  were  no  means  of  getting 
to  market  or  to  church  or  to  the  mill  to  have 
that  money  lying  in  the  treasury.  He  thought 
no  difficulty  would  be  experienced  if  the  dis- 
tribution were  left  to  members  themselves,  the 
necessities  of  some  localities  being  so  very  ap- 
parent. ♦ 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  said  he  would  like  the 
government  to  lay  the  returns  of  the  Com- 
missioner on  the  table  as  he  was  desirous  of 
seeing  it. 

Hon.  Pro.  SEC.^said  he  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  report  had  been  transmitted 
to  that  gentleman  and  his  colleague,  and  had 
obtainedtheir  approval.  The  government  had 
allowed  the  matter  to  remain  over  in  hopes 
that  by  personal  consultation  some  agreement 
could  be  effected. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  he  was  surprised  to 
hear  such  references  to  the  wretched 
state  of  the  Cape  Breton  roads.  He  could 
not  say  that  Cape  Breton  claimed  more 
than  her  rights  in  claiming  these  funds,  and 
last  year  he  had  made  great  efforts  to  indluce 
the  government  to  expend  the  large  sum  of 
money  voted  to  the  Island  in  opeuing  up  the 
interior,  but  they  preferred  taking  this  money 
which  would  have  made  excellent  roads 
throughout  the  country,  and  expending  it  upon 
a ditch  a half  mile  in  length.  He  hoped  that 
his  recommendation  would  be  adopted  this 
year,  and  that  this  large  grant  would  be  ap- 
plied to  some  useful  pupose. 

Mr.  Miller  said  he  regretted  that  the  time 
had  not  come  when  the  hon.  gentleman  could 
cease  to  grudge  Cape  Breton  the  small  instal- 
ment of  justice  meted  out  to  her.  The  legisla- 
ture having  put  an  Act  upon  the  Statute  Book 
to  secure  the  completion  of  the  Canal,  that 
gentleman  should  have  submitted  to 
the  deliberate  action  of  the  house,  but 
some  members  seemed  to  be  under  the 
impression  that  the  paltry  grant  of  £30,060 
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to  the  Canal  was  a sufficient  compensation 
for  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  ex- 
pended iu  other  parts  of  the  Province.  The 
lour  counties  of  Cape  Breton  yielded  to  the 
revenue  in  proportion  to  their  population  more 
than  any  other  portion  of  Nova  Scotia,  iu  con- 
sequence of  the  large  development  of  mining, 
fishing  and  other  interests  of  that  island, — the 
sum  paid  to  the  treasury  being  one-fourth  of 
the  whole  revenue,  while  the  population  was 
but  a fifth.  The  interest  on  the  grant  of  £30,- 
000  was  Dot  more  than  £2000  per  year,  and  a 
measure  had  been  passed  to  build  a rail  way  to 
Annapolis  for  the  accommodation  of  two 
counties  that  would  not  contribute  as  much  to 
the  revenue  in  five  years  as  Cape  Breton 
would  in  two,  the  cost  of  that  work  being 
about  £20,000  per  annum,  and  in  addition  to 
this  there  was  a railway  to  Truro  costing  about 
£60,000  a year.  Did  Colchester,  he  asked,  pay 
as  much  as  Cape  Breton?  No,  not  half  as 
much,  and  yet  the  grant  to  the  Canal  was  con- 
tinually flung  in  the  teeth  of  members  for  the 
Island.  He  could  tell  the  hon.  gentleman  that 
men  more  competent  than  he  was  to  express 
an  opinion  had  given  an  opinion  highly  fayo- 
. rable  to  the  work,  and  that  however  highly  he 
(Mr.  M.)t  might  respect  the  opinion  of  the  lea- 
der of  the  Opposition  on  some  points  he  had 
no  respect  for  his  opinion  on  this,  nor  had  the 
people,  who  believed  that  the  undertaking 
would  be  exceedingly  beneficial.  He  asked 
the  Government  to  lay  on  the  table  the  report 
of  the  Engiueer  as  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  work  had  not  been  carried  on  as  it 
should  have  been;— he  did  not  see  why  the 
construction  should  be  dragged  over  a series 
of  years  while  the  Railways,  involving  a much 
larger  expenditure  were  to  be  completed  in 
$ wo  years. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  if  the  subject  of 
the  canal  was  touched  his  learned  friend  was 
sure  to  pop  up  like  a certain  object  he 
would  not  mention,  but  that  gentleman  was 
mistaken.  No  one  opposed  the  canal  from  a 
desire  to  withhold  the  money  from  the  island, 
but  from  a desire  to  see  it  applied  in  some 
practical  manner.  If  Cape  Breton  were  en- 
titled to  so  much  money  let  it  be  expended  in 
a way  that  would  be  beneficial.  He  did  not 
want  the  bon  gentleman  to  have  respect  for 
his  opinion,  but  to  have  a-  respect  for  the  go- 
vernment, and  for  Mr.  Laurie,  of  whom  the  go- 
vernment could  not  express  too  high  an  opi- 
nion,— that  gentleman  had  pronounced  the  un- 
dertaking useless  as  a public  work,  and  any- 
body looking  at  his  report  must  feel  the 
truth  of  what  he  said.  He  had  been  informed 
that  it  was  exceedingly  difficult  to  travel 
on  the  lake  even  when  it  was  covered  with  ice 
and  that  it  required  expert  sleigh  driving  to 
avoid  striking  on  the  islands.  He  did  not 
want  any  one  to  regard  his  opinion  very  high- 
ly, but  from  persons  well  qualified  to  judge  he 
understood  that  if  the  Canal  were  completed 
to  morrow  no  man  in  the  Province  would  pay 
£25  for  it  and  take  the  obligation  to  keep  it 
up.  And  if  it  would  not  develop  the  traffic  of 
the  Island,  why  not  apply  the  money  to  some 
purpose  of  practical  utility?  How  were  the 
people  of  Cape  Breton  to  be  benefitted  by  the 
Pictou  Railway?  It  would  be  by  having  first 
class  steamers  maintaining  the  connection  and 
bringing  every  man  in  the  Island  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  the  capital,  and  yet  the 


Government  were  wasting  money  upon  ano- 
ther project  against  the  advice  of  their  confi- 
dential officer.  He  would  go  heart  and  hand 
with  any  one  who  would  appropriate  whatever 
sum  was  available  to  Cape  Breton  in  a useful 
way  and  if  the  connection  referred  to  existed 
the  expenditure  would  be  beneficial  to  some 
one  else  besides  those  immediately  engaged  in 
the  outlay.  He  regarded  the  subject!  with  no 
bias  of  prejudice  and  believed  that  the  mem- 
bers for  the  island  took  an  entirely  mistaken 
view  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the 
Canal. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  said  he  did 
not  rise  to  defend  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,, 
because  he  entirely  concurred  in  the  remarks 
made  by  the  member  for  Richmond  as  far  as 
they  were  confined  to  the  quarter  in  which 
they  were  legitimately  due,  and  that  member 
in  the  face  of  such  determined  opposition  to 
the  appropriation  should  have  sought  to  aid 
rather  than  to  embarrass  the  Government.  He 
would  say  that  the  Government  would  sub- 
mit at  an  early  day  a Report  from  the  Engi- 
neer of  the  work  and  he  trusted  and  believed 
that  that  report  would  convince  the  House 
that  the  Government  had  vigorously  and  effi- 
ciently discharged  the  duty  entrusted  to  them 
in  this  instance  and  that,  so  far  from  there  be- 
ing any  disposition  to  expend  unnecessary 
time  in  the  work,  the  Engineer  had  endea- 
vored to  carry  out  his  instructions  which  were 
to  press  it  on  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  to  em- 
ploy all  the  labour  that  could  be  employed 
with  a due  regard  to  its  economical  use.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  had  done  injustice  to 
the  question  in  calling  attention  so  emphati- 
cally to  the  Report  of  Mr.  Laurie  which  was 
made  years  ago  when  the  position  of  the  Is- 
land was  very  different.  He  was  glad  to  be 
able  to  state  that  the  present  Engineer  was 
not  only  satisfied  that  a very  efficient  canal 
could  be  constructed  at  a moderate  cost  but 
that  the  work  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
Island  and  the  Province  generally.  It  would 
be  remembered  that  while  Mr.  La«rie, 
in  making  his  report,  considered  the 
large  outlay  involved'  and  the  then 
condition  of  the  Island  as  not  warranting  the 
expenditure,  the  necessities  and  trade  of  Gape 
Breton  were  now  of  such  a different  character 
that  the  government  could  properly  take  their 
present  course  while  placing  great  reliance  on 
the  report.  It  was  well  known  that  at  that 
time  so  far  were  the  government  from  being 
able  to  enter  upon  the  construction  of  the  Ca- 
nal, they  were  obliged  jto  meet  the  legislature 
with  the  confession  that  the  revenue  was  in- 
sufficient to  meet  the  annual  expenditure;  so 
that  circumstances  had  entirely  changed.  Dif- 
ferent as  was  now  the  couditiou  of  the  Pro- 
vince*, still  greater  was  the  difference  in  the 
condition  of  trade  in  Gape  Breton,  and,  mak- 
ing a comparison  between  her  position  in 
1858  and  iu  1865,  no  man  not  entirely  blinded 
could  fail  to  see  that  these  demands  arising 
from  the  prosperity  and  from  her  business  bad 
increased  tenfold  and  had  rendered  not  bind- 
ing under  present  circumstances  auy  view  then 
taken  of  the  affair.  Without,  therefore,  being 
obliged  to  discredit  the  prudential  and  econ- 
omical considerations  influencing  Mr.  Laurie, 
the  government  were  warranted  in  determin- 
ing to  proceed  with  the  work. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  no  one  would  be  more 
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"ratified  than  he  to  find  that  the  work  on  the 
canal  had  been  properly  prosecuted,  but  the 
representations  of  .some  of  his  constituents 
had  inclined  him  to  the  contrary  belief.  With- 
out admitting  at  all  the.  correctness  of  Mr. 
Laurie’.'  report,  it  might  lu>  fairiy  said  that  the  I 
men  who  receu  ed  it  ;?t.  fh<>  time  when  it  was  I 
made  with  approbation,  might  consistently  ! 
proceed  wit.u  the  work  under  existing  ci ream- 
stances.  That  officer,  in  the  beginning  of  liis 
l oDort,  had  said  that  any  one  looking  at  a map 
of  Cape  Breton,  must  seethe  necessity  M a ca- 
nal,  and  must,  admit  that  the  time  would  come 
for  its  construction.  That  time  had  come,  and 
had  come  sooner  than  had  been  expected,  and 
there  was  not  the  slightest  ground  for  basing 
on  that  report  an  objection  to  the  undertaking 
—any  one  reading  it,  carefully  must  see  that 
Mr.  Laurie  looked  forward  to  the  inevitable 
necessity  for  the  construction  of  a canal,  and 
any  one  viewing  the  large  development  of  the 
prosperity  of  Cape  Breton  must  admit  the  jus- 
tice of  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  he  had  little  expecta- 
tion that  such  a debate  would  have  arisen  from 
his  enquiries.  He  was  glad,  however,  that  da- 
ring its  progress  the  question  had  assumed 
larger  proportions;  bis  object  was  that  the  at- 
tion  of  the  government  should  be  drawn  to  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  communication  be- 
tween Cape  Breton  and  Pictou  for  the  purpose 
of  connecting  with  the  railway  and  with  the 
line  of  steamers  from  Quebec.  He  was  glai 
to  hear  it  admitted  by  the  leaders  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  opposition  that  the  claims  of  the 
island  were  great,  and  hoped  tha  result  would 
be  practical  and  beneficial. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  after  hearing 
statements  about  the  large  and  increasing 
trade  of  Cape  Breton  he  felt  disposed  to  ask  in 
what  respect  canal  accommodation  was  more 
necessary  now  than  before,  the  trade  alongt.be 
coast  was  of  far  greater  importance,  for  the 
large  amount  of  coal  raised  from  the  mines 
eould^not  come  through  the  lakes,  but  would 
come  along  the  coast  to  Halifax,  or  go  to  the 
United  States,  and  whatever  sum.  of  money 
was  expended,  (and  he  spoke  from  the  opin- 
ions of  persons  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  and  better  able  to  judge  than 
the  member  for  Richmond),  not  "a  cargo 
of  coal  would  come  by  that  route. 
'The  Sydney  coal  would  find  its  way 
up  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  to  the  United 
States  or  else  to  Halifax.  It  was  true  that  the 
condition  of  Oa'pb  Breton  was  vastly  altered, 
but  it  was  in  such  a way  as  to  require  more 
rapid  communication  with  the  capital  for  per- 
sons transacting  business, and  the  canal  would 
rather  obstruct  that  than  otherwise.  Facili- 
ties for  travellers  and  for  light  goods  were 
necessary,  but.  as  for  the  coal  trade  and  hea- 
vy traffic  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  when 
completed  the  canal  would  be  found  to  be  per- 
fectly useless, 

Mr.  Churchill  said  that  the  canal  was  the 
illegitimate  line  of  railway,  and  the  one  must 
be  supported  as  well  its  the  other.  As  to  the 
merits  of  the  Sb  Peter’s  canal  he  would  be  dis- 
posed to  concur  in  tbe  opinion  off  Mr.  Archi- 
bald, but  as  5 he  work  had.  been  begun  on  a cer- 
tain principle  the  legislature  should  not  devi- 
ate from  it.  He  thought  there  was  no  doubt,  in 
course  of  time,  the  work  would  be  more  bene- 
ficial, than  was  generally  suppposed,  for  new 


resources  were  being  every  day  developed  in 
the  island,  and  in  course  of  time  a consider- 
able quantity  of  coal  would  find  its  way  by 
that  route  if  the  canal  were  ever  finished,  but 
that,  was  question.! n|e. 

Mr.  Miller  said  r hat  if  tbe  member  for  Vic- 
toria were  present  lie.  could  show  that  he  him- 
self would  shin  large  quantities  of  coal  through 
the  canal,  and  that  mines  wellbeing  discover- 
ed along  the  borders  of  the  laxe  which  could 
not  be  worked  until  navigation  was  opened. 
The  leader  of  the  opposition  was  therefore  very 
much  astray,  and  it  was  gratifying  to  know 
that  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  member  for  Hants 
was  against  him. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  remarked  that  the  name 
Bras  d’Or  Lake  ought  to  he  a sufficient  gua- 
rantee for  an  auriferous  character. 

Mr.  Archibald  replied  that  there  would 
he  as  much  gold  as  coal  shipped  by  the  Can  ah 

Mr  Miller  replied  that  if  the  navigation 
was  opened  for  coal  gold  would  follow. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  Locke  presented  a petition  from  Shel- 
burne in  reference  to  the  establishment  of 
buoys. 

LUNACY  LAYVS. 

Mr.  Archibald  called  attention  of  govern^ 
meat,  to  the  condition  of  our  laws  in  reference 
to  lunacy,  which  he  said  seemed  to  be  a com- 
bination of  three  codes  of  law  enacted  at  dif- 
ferent times  The  re  visors  had  felt  their  bauds 
tied  comparatively,  and  had  merely  incorpor- 
ated the  existing  provisions  leaving  them 
such  a mass  of  confusion  that,  one  could  hardly 
tell  how  business  relating  to  lunatics  was  to 
be  managed.  He  said  he  would  state 
one  or  two  instances  to  show  the  ne- 
cessity for  an  alteration ; under  ti  e present 
law  it,  was  competent  for  any  two  magistrates 
to  arrest  a person  proved  to  be  a lunatic, 
and  to  cause  him  to  be  imprisoned  and  sent  to 
bis  place  of  settlement,  where  he  would  be 
kept  in  custody  at.  the  expense  of  the  overseers 
of  the  poor,  and  if  such  person  had  property 
the  overseers  could  obtain  possession  of  it,  but 
if  two  other  parties  should  interfere,  instead  of 
arresting  him  in  that  way  he  could  be  sent  to 
the  hospital  at  Bali  fax,  at,  the  expense  of  the 
county;  and  the  same  law  authorizing  such  a 
course  fails  to  render  it  obligatory  on  the  keep- 
ers of  the  asylum  to  detain  the  lunatic,  so  that 
he  may  be  again  returned  at  the  expense  of 
the  county,  and  kept  at  the  expense  cf  the 
overseers  of  the  poor.  The  county  had  no 
means  of  being  indemnified  for  its  expense, 
whatever  property  the  person  might  possess. 
This  was  only  a small  portion  of  the  difficulty 
that  beset  every  one  who  had  to  deal  with  this 
business.  Tbe  appointment  of  a guardian 
could  be  obtained  fromaJudgeoft.be  Supreme 
Court,  but  there  was  no  provision  limiting 
the  guardianship.  Another  case  of  obscurity 
was  where  persons  had  been  charged  with  cri- 
minal offences  and  acquitted  on  the  ground  of. 
insanity;  there  were  in  such  cases  certain  pro- 
visions authorising  confinement  but  they  were 
inadequate.  Under  the  existing  system  about 
$36,000  had  accumulated  as  the  arrearages  of 
Counties  and  it  was  quite  clear  that  consider- 
able sums  were  paid  from  the  Treasury  which 
would  not  be  chargeable  on  the  counties  and 
the  counties  were  subjected  to  unnecessary 
expense.  He  suggested  that  a bill  to  remedy 
these  anomalies  be  introduced  and,  at  the  re- 
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quest  of  hon.  Prov,  Secretary  agreed  to  under- 
take the  task  of  preparing  such  a measure. 

fton.  Pkov.  Sec.  suggested  as  the  hon  mem- 
ber had  turned  his  attention  to  the  subject,  he 
should  himself  prepare  a bill.  By  that  means 
gentlemen  would  be  able  to  arrive  at  a satis- 
factory solution  of  the  question.  No  doubt 
the  present  regulations  required  considerable 
amendment.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
hon.  member  had  been  enquiring  into  the  ne- 
cessity of  some  amendment.  The  Governor 
in  Council,  for  instance,  could  order  the  rerno 
val  of  a lunatic  prisoner  from  the  local  prison 
to  the  asylum,  but  there  was  no  power  ena- 
bling them  to  take  his  property  and  expend  it 
for  his  maintenance. 

The  subject  then  dropped. 

Mr.  Kaulback  presented  the  petition  of 
James  Kizer  and  200  other  inhabitants  of  La 
Have,  asking  for  a Light-house  on  Moser’s 
Head,  Lahave  river,  and  urged  its  favourable 
consideration. 

Also  a petition  from  the  Board  of  School 
Commissioners  for  the  district  of  Chester, 
against  combining  subscription  with  assess- 
ment for  the  support  of  schools. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  be  had  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  last  session  that  there  were 
four  times  as  many  lighthouses  to  the  west- 
ward as  to  the  eastward,  taking  the  same  ex- 
tent of  coast.  . . 

Mr.  McDonnell  presented  the  petition  of 
James  Thompson,  Margaree,  asking  for  an  in- 
crease of  salary  for  keeping  a ferry. 

Mr.  Archibald  asked  the  government  to 
lay  on  the  table  all  the  papers  connected  with 
the  Empire  Gold  Claim. 


Thursday,  March  1,  1866. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

BILLS. 

Mr.  Bourinot  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
bills  previously  introduced  by  him  viz  : the  bill  to 
incorporate  the  New  York  and  Cape  Breton  C oal 
Company,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Collins  Coal 
Company,  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  incorporate 
the  International  Coal  and  Railway  Company  and 
acts  in  amendment  thereof,  and  also  the  bill  to 
amend  the  aet  incorporating  the  Boston  and 
Bridgeport  Coal  Mining  Company. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFaklane  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill  to  incorporate  Acadia  Lodge  of 
Freemasons  at  Pugwash. 

These  bills  were  re'd  a second  time  and  refer- 
red to  committee  on  private  bills. 

CAPE  BRETON  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Bourinot  presented  a memorial  of  Dun- 
can McPhee,  ferryman  between  ISyduey  Mines 
and  Low’s  Point,  asking  an  increase  of  salary, 
and  stroDg'y  urged  the  claim*  of  the  petitioner. 
While  on  the  floor,  he  said  he  would  ask  the  in 
dulgcnee  of  the  Bouse  in  a few  remarks  relating 
to  Cape  Breton,  as  he  had  been  unable,  owing  to* 
ill  health,  to  be  present  iu  the  House  on  the  pre« 
vious  day,  and  felt  himself  called  upon  to  make 
some  observations  in  the  interests  of  the  consti- 
tuents whom  he  represented.  The  subject  had 
been  introduced  by  a question  from  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Inverness  iu  relation  to  the  expenditure  of 
monies  arising  from  the  Crown  Linds.  By  sta- 


tute those  monies  were  directed  to  be  expenckd 
on  the  roads  in  the  several  counties  of  the  island, 
and  he  could  not  avoid  expressing  his  surprise 
that  they  had  been  so  long  withheld,  in  view  of 
the  fact  "that  they  were  claimed  as  a matter  orre- 
ccgriized  right  He  had  heard  that  one  of  the 
reasons  for  withholding  these  funds  was  that 
those  counties  had  been  receiving  large  extra 
grants,  and  on  this  circumstance  great  stress  had 
been  laid.  In  looking  at  the  journals  he  found 
that  they  had  not  been  so  highly  favored  after  all, 
though  the  Government  could  not  have  been  jus- 
tified in  retaining  those  monies  even  if  it  were  so. 
The  County  of  Cape  Breton,  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  and  which  received  the  largest 
special  grant  of  any  of  the  Cape  Breton  counties, 
was  apportioned  last  year  the  sum  ot  $7,400, 
while  it  would  be  seen  that  out  of  the  600,000 
tons  of  coal  exported  from  the  Province,  400,000 
tons  came  from  that  county  ; and  yet  it  was  said 
that  she  had  been  most  highly  favored,  and  was 
not  in  consequence  entitled  to  her  Crown  land 
monies.  The  House  well  knew  that  the  mines, 
situated  as  they  were,  greatly  needed  roads  and 
bridges,  and  any  one  acquainted  with  the  locali- 
ties would  say  that  a sum  far  larger  than  that 
was  needed  to  make  the  roads  fit  for  travelling. 
The  grant  to  Cape  Breton  County,  as  he  had  said, 
was  $7  400  but  he  found  that  no  less  than  $10,- 
000  was  granted  to  Cumberland,  a county  repre- 
sented by  the  Provincial  Secretary,  and  one  in 
which  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  developing  its 
resources  required  the  public  assistance,  while  in 
his  own  county  they  had  nothing  to  depend  upon 
but  private  enterprise,  unaided  by  the  advance  of 
a single  penny  from  the  treasury.  Kings  County, 
not  the  largest  in  the  Province,  had  received 
$7000,  Lunenburg  $10,000,  and  Pictou  in  face  of 
the  fact  that  an  important  line  of  railway  was  to 
be  constructed  to  the  harbour  of  that  town,  had 
received  $10  100.  Yarmouth  had  been  granted 
$7000,  probably  for  the  best  possible  reason  that 
that  county  was  entitled  to  it,  and  he  did  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  disparaging  the  claims  and 
wants  of  Yarmouth,  but  merely  as  showing  that 
Cape  Breton  had  not  been  more  favourably  con- 
sidered than  others. 

Some  reference  had  also  been  made  to  the 
Canal  — he  would  say  that  every  man  in  Cape 
Breton  supported  that  work— the  slowness  of  its 
progress  was  much  to  be  regretted,  but  he  pre- 
sumed the  Government  were  in  earnest  in  the  de- 
termination they  had  expressed  At  the  period 
of  Mr.  Laurie’s  report  that  gentleman  was  unable 
to  see  any  sufficient  indications  of  prosperity  to 
warrant  the  projected  outlay,  but  a comparison  be- 
tween that  period  and  this  would  show  how  large- 
ly the  circumstances  of  the  country  had  changed. 
By  the  Canal  the  county  of  Inverness  would  be 
benefi  ted  only  in  a small  degree,  the  two  counties 
of  Ri  -hmond  and  Victoria  alone  being  able  to  avail 
themselves  of  its  advatages,  the  county  of  Cape 
Breton  not  shipping  a ton  of  coal  in  that  way.  It 
had  always  been  stated  that  the  Pictou  Railway 
would  confer  great  advantages  upon  the  Island— it 
might  be  of  advantage  to  Inverness  and  Richmond 
but  the  great  coal  mining  district  was  distant  no 
less  than  180  miles  from  the  harbour  of  Pictou, 
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befog  as  remote  from  New  Glasgow  as  Halifax  is 
from  the  most  remote  portim  of  ihe  Western  part 
of  Nova  Scotia; — for  this  reason  it  was  proposed 
that  the  connection  should  be  maintained  on  the 
completion  of  the. Railway  by  a line  of  steamers, 
without  which  the  Island  would  derive  from  that 
work  no  advantage  whatever.  It  was  true  that 
all  the  counties  of  the  Province  at  present  received 
larger  sums  from  the  treasury  than  heretofore,  but 
by  taking  a comparative  view  it  would  be  seen  that 
the  claims  of  the  Island  counties  were  almost  over- 
looked and  ignored,  and  yet  when  these  claims 
were  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  House  the 
special  grants  made  from  time  to  time  were  refer- 
red to  as  being  a great  boon  to  Cape  Breton. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  if  the  Government  felt 
disposed  to  act  in  every  matter  as  they  had  promis- 
ed to  act  in  the  distribution  of  the  Cape  Preton 
Crown  Land  monies,  he  Wou'd  be  well  satisfied 
with  their  conduct. 

PETITIONS 

Mr.  Miller  presented  to  the  House  the  pe- 
titions handed  by  him  to  the  Government  yester- 
day, respecting  the  location  of  the  Railway  Depot 
at  New  Glasgow.  He  intimated  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  already  come  to  a conclusion  that  was, 
in  all  probability,  favorable  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petitions. 

Mr.  Blackwood  presented  a petition  fom 
Robert  Logan  and  thirty  others  asking  aid  for  a 
Bridge  across  Wallace  River,  which,  he  said,  was 
of  great  importance. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  introduced  a bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Trustees  of  the  Infirm  Ministers’ 
Fund  of  the  Western  Baptist  Association  of  Nova 
Beotia. 

Also,  a petition  for  a breakwater  in  Digby 
County.  0 

Also,  a petition  from  Mr.  Potter,  of  Smith’s 
Cove,  asking  remuneration  for  certain  services 
performed. 

Also,  a petition  from  John  O’Brien,  asking  re- 
muneration for  clearing  river  obstructions. 

Also,  a petition  from  E.  W.  Potter,  a Way 
Office  keeper,  asking  an  increase  of  salary. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  presented  a petition 
from  Job  Seaman  and  others,  for  an  amendment 
of  the  Militia  Law.  He  said  it  appeared  that  a 
number  of  laborers,  after  performing  Militia  duty 
in  the  other  Province  were  accustomed  to  come 
over  for  employment,  and  having  crossed  the 
border,  they  w ere  again  called  on  to  discharge  the 
same  duty  in  this  Province.  These  individuals 
felt  this  to  be  a serious  pressure,  and  the  country 
was  also  deprived  of  their  labor. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Comm'tlee  on 
Militia  Affairs. 

Mr-  S.  McDonnell  presented  a petition  from 
the  County  of  Inverness,  complaining  of  the  Act 
‘an Ling  the  two  Presbyterian  bodies,  and  ob  aiued 
leave  to  introduce  a bill  in  accordance  with  the 
prayer  thereof. 

THE  sEIALIFAX  HORSE  RAILWAY. 

Hon.  Prov.  Se-c’y  laid  on  the  table,  in  reply 
to  the  enquiry  of  Mr.  Archibald,  the  specification 

connection  with  the  Pictou  Railway,  and  ex- 
plained some  alterations  which  appeared  on  the 


face  of  it.  Also,  other  papers  on  the  same 
subject. 

Also,  a petition  which  had  been  submitted  to 
the  Government  by  Messrs.  Joseph  Conlon  and 
others,  asking  compensation  for  d images  occa- 
sioned to  them  by  the  horse  railway  in  Halifax. 
He  suggested  that  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Railway  Committee 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  asked  whether  the  Prov.Se- 
cretarv  was  serious  iu  suggesting  that  this  petition 
be  referred  to  committed  It  was  hard  to  say 
where  such  applications  would  end  if  the  House 
allowed  its  time  to  be  consumed  with  such  mat- 
ters. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec’y  replied,  that  in  the  transac- 
tion of  public  business  he  was  always  serious. 
The  Legislature  hud  thought  fit  to  pass  an  act  in- 
corporating a number  of  gentlemen  who  desired 
to  introduce  a horse  rai  way,  and  some  of  Her 
Majesty’s  liege  subjects  thought  they  had  sustain- 
ed pecuniary  damage  thereby.  It  was  the  right 
of  every  person  to  come  to  the  House  by  petition, 
stating  a grievance  wh-ch  had  arisen  out  of  legis- 
lation. He  would  not  say  that  the  Government 
endorsed  the  petition,  but  he  thought  the  public 
interests  would  be  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  parties  wou'd  have  the  satisfaction 
of  having  their  claims  investigated. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  he  w&uld  be  sorry  that  the 
House  should  deny  a heating  to  any  petition  ad- 
dressing the  House  in  respectful  language.  He 
felt  it  cue  to  bear  testimony  to  the  respectab  lity 
of  the  memorialists  and  to  ask  a reference  to  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Shannon  said  that  there[were  some  pecu- 
culiar  facts  connected  with  the  petition  : h,  num- 
ber of  years  ago  the  Government  had  imported  a 
number  of  omnibuses,  and  for  a while  had  run 
them  at  their  own  expense,  but  finding  the  busi- 
ness unprofitable,  the  vehicles  were  sold  to  ihe  pe- 
titioners with  the  understanding  that,  at  least,  so 
long  as  the  omnibuses  lasted,  they  would  be  un- 
disturbed in  tne  traffic. 

Mr  S.  Campbell  said  that  every  cab  driver 
would  have  a right  to  come  and  make  a similar 
complaint. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  the  petitioners  were  en- 
couraged, and  indeed  solicited  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  go  to  a very  large  expense  in  buying 
stock  for  the  carriage  of  freight  and  passengers  to 
the  depot.  After  they  had  been  engaged  in  the 
business  for  some  time  and  when  they  were  just 
beginning  to  derive  a profit  from  it,  a company 
obtained  a charter  to  lay  down  a line  of  railway 
which  would  monopolise  the  traffic  The  ques- 
tion, therefore,  suggested  itself,  whetht  r these  par- 
ties, having  given  certain  accomodation  to  the 
public,  had  not  a good  c'aim  for  compensation. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  he  presumed  that  the 
object  of  referring  the  petition  would  be  to  get 
information  as  to  the  facts.  It  was  quite  clear 
that  a grant  of  remuneration  would  open  a 
door  to  very  extensive  applications;  for  the 
same  inconvenience  had  been  felt  on  the  Pic- 
tou  and  Annapolis  stage  lines,  and  if  the  Gov- 
ernment should  even  subsidize  a steamboat 
some  parties  would  be  found  putting  in  a 
claim.  Although  the  present  demand  might 
be  a small  one  yet  it  was  the  little  end  of  a 
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wedge,  and  the  establishment  of  a principle 
on  this  subject  should  be  carefully  looked  to. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  it  was  well  known  that  the 
House  did  not  adhere  to  principles;  that  a 
principle  on  oue  subject  was  laid  down  last 
year,  and  the  most  gross  violation  of  it  was 
established  that  was  t-»  be  found  in  any  Legis- 
lature in  the  world.  Th**  C unmittee  on  Trade 
ami  Manufactures  laid  down  'lie  principle  that 
machinery  should  not  be  imporn  d free  of  duty, 
and  yet  a large  majority  of  the  Hons-,  h*- alone 
si.tin:  in  opposition,  allowed  one  individual  to 
introduce  his  machinery  free  of  duty  and  even 
allowed  him  an  exemption  of  the  property  he 
was  importing  for  manufacture.  There  was  on 
the  other  hand  an  individual  who  was  born  in 
the  country  and  who  had' given  the  country 
the  benefit  of  his  talents  and  enterprise  in 
building  up  a large  establishment  but  whose 
application  to  get  a remission  of  his  duties  was 
positively  refused.  Unless  principles  were 
abided  by,  therefore,  the  less  that  was  said 
about  them  the  better;  no  one  regarded  the  es- 
tablishment of  a principle  as  of  more  conse- 
quence than  he,  hut  partial  legislation  was  a 
violation  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  House  that 
ought  not  to  be  sustained. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  that  the  right  of  a subject 
to  petition  the  legislature  was  always  regard - 
c l as  a most  sacred  one  and  he  should  much 
regret  this  memorial  being  thrown  out  without 
a hearing.  It  might  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railways,  and  if  it  were  found  that 
the  applicant  had  no  claim  for  compensation 
the  decision  of  the  House  could  be  framed  ac- 
cordingly, but  it  would  be  most  unwise  to  re- 
ject a petition  approaching  the  House  in  a res- 
pectful manner  and  setting  forth  a grievance. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  did  not  oppose 
a reference  to  Committee.  He  was  sorry  to 
hear  gentlemen  charged  with  want  of  princi- 
ple, and,  however  applicable  the  accusation 
might  be  to  the  government  side  of  the  house, 
he  thought  it  should  not  be  so  universally  ap- 
plied by  a member  who  himself  seemed  most 
anxious  that  the  course  taken  should  be  such 
as  to  bring  the  house  into  the  category  describ- 
ed. Whatever  action  was  taken  in  this  in- 
stance would  have  to  be  taken  in  every  other 
instance  of  the  kind,  and  therefore  he  had  felt 
it  his  duty  to  give  a caution  against  the  adop- 
tion of  a principle.  He  was  not  sure  that  a 
person  carrying  the  public  mails  for  a length 
of  time,  and  performing  his  duty  well,  had  not 
a fair  claim  for  compensation  when  the  gov- 
ernment, from  motives  of  public  policy,  extend- 
ed the  line  of  railway. 

Mr.  Longley  said  he  thought  that  most 
members  would  have  some  difficulty  in  seeing 
upon  what  principles  the  claim  was  founded 
or  could  be  sustained.  He  was  not  aware  of 
any  circumstances  that  gave  to  these  individ- 
uals a right  to  ask  compensation  for  an  inter- 
ference with  their  arrangement  caused  by  an 
undertaking  such  as  the  tram-road.  They  had 
purchased  two  or  three  omnibuses,  hut  not  un- 
der any  special  conditions,  and  they  ran  the 
same  risk  in  purchasing  stock  for  such  an  en- 
terprise as  Messrs.  King  or  Hyde  did  in  pur- 
chasing property  to  the  value  of  thousands  of 
dollars  on  the  stage  lines  in  connection  with 
which  those  persons  would  probably  suffer  a 
severe  los3  on  the  completion  of  the  Railways. 
He  thought  the  soundest  policy  would  be  to  re- 
ject petitions  which  it  would  be  inconvenient 


to  respond  to  in  the  way  expected  by  those  sub- 
mitting them.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the 
Messrs.  Conlon  would  find  some  means  of  dis- 
posing of  their  stock,  and  at  any  rate  the  house 
was  under  no  obligation  in  the  matter.  He 
would  be  the  first  to  favor  the  petitioners  in 
anyway  in  his  power,  knowing  them  to  be 
truly  deserving  and  worthy  persons,  and  was 
as  anxious  as  any  member  to  respond  favour- 
si  Uly  to  their  memorial,  hut  he  felt  confident 
that  no  one  could  make  out  a case  for  them  in 
this  particular. 

Hon  Atty  G en  said  that  it  did  not  seem  to 
him  that  the  principle  referred  to  was  to  such 
an  exteut  involved,  and  he  thought  that  each 
case  must  rest  on  its  merits  without  its 
favourable  consideration  opening  such  a door 
as  had  been  mentioned.  The  circumstances 
under  which  this  claim  was  made  seemed 
peculiar, — the  Conlons  being  the  parties 
who  had,  in  fact,  extended  the  railway  ope- 
rations into  the  heart  of  the  city;  and  with- 
out knowing  any  of  the  particulars  connected 
with  the  origin  of  their  business  he  thought 
them  entitled,  in  the  first,  place,  to  a hearing; 
and  if  on  that  hearing  they  established  their 
claim,  the  House  should  not  shut  its  ears  to 
any  proposition  of  recompense.  The  Commit- 
tee could  enquire  whether  there  was  anything 
to  take  the  case  out  of  the  genera1  rule  that 
private  interests  should  yield  to  the  public  re- 
quirements, and  it  was  time  enough,  when  the 
house  heard  tile  facts,  to  give  judgment. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Railways. 

HARBORS  IN  RICHMOND. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table 
a Report  of  Mr.  McNab,  C.  E.,  on  the  deepen- 
ing of  certain  harbors  in  Richmond  County. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  the  House  was  often 
told  how  little  was  being  done  for  Cape 
Breton;  but  it  was  seen  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  of  the  house  was  occupied  with 
the  business  of  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
now  they  were  asking  to  have  a harbor  made 
in  the  middle  of  the  Island. 

Mr.  Miller  replied  that  the  time  of  the  house 
Could  not  be  better  occupied  than  in  paying 
attention  to  the  wants  and  rights  of  the  Isl- 
and. He  thanked  the  government  for  the 
promptness  with  which  they  had  attended  to 
the  petitions  of  his  constituents  in  this  in- 
stance, and  expressed  himself  gratified  to  find 
that  the  opening  and  rendering  navigable  of 
the  two  principal  harbors  mentioned  in  the  re- 
port would  be  so  feasible  at  so  small  a cost. 
As  to  the  first,  Grand  River,  even  the  hon. 
member  for  Shelburne,  if  he  visited  that 
flourishing  locality,  would  be  the  first  to  rise 
and  advocate  the  opening  of  the  harbour.  It 
was  situated  about  fifteen  miles  from  St.  Pe- 
ter’s, and  there  was  not  a haborr  of  any  de- 
scription fitjfor  the  accommodation  of  the  small- 
est class  of  vessels  in  the  vicinity  although  it 
was  a place  of  resort  for  fishing  and  several 
other  purposes.  Kot  only  was  Grand  River 
valuable  as  a fishing  reserve,  but  it  was 
one  of  the  finest  agricultural  districts  in  Cape 
Breton,  and  its  usefulness  and  prosperity  were 
much  retarded  by  the  want  of  any  means  of 
getting  produce  to  market.  He  was  also  hap- 
py to  find  the  engineer  speaking  as  he  had 
of  this  harbour,  and  thought  that  money  could 
not  be  more  advantageously  expended  than  in 
adopting  his  suggestions.  Whenever  the  lead- 
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er  of  the  opposition  heard  the  canal  spoken  of 
he  invariably  expressed  a wish  to  forward 
any  project  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the 
Island — here  was  an  opportunity  of  shewing  his 
sincerity  by  rendering  useful  support.  As  to 
Little  Arichat  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to 
say  a word,— it  was  one  of  the  most  important 
harbours  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Province, 
and  more  shipping  was  owned  out  of  it  than 
in  any  other,  excepting  Pictou  harbour. 
It  was  a flourishing  seaport  town,  but 
the  harbour  was  being  injured,  and  if 
means  were  not  taken  it  would  in 
course  of  time  be  entirely  useless.  He 
thought  he  need  not  occupy  time  in  argu- 
ing to  the  House  the  necessity  of  taking  a step 
so  largely  demanded  by  the  shipping  commu- 
nity of  Little  Arichat,  as  the  alacrity  evinced 
by  the  Government  made  him  confident  that 
things  would  not  be  allowed  to  rest  at  this 
stage.  As  to  the  remarks  of  the  previous 
speaker,  he  (Mr.  M.)  would  be  the  last  mem- 
ber to  pas3  by  the  wants  of  Shelburne,  know- 
ing as  he  did  that  that  county  had  similar 
claims  and  similar  interests  to  the  counties  of 
Cape  Breton,  and  he  would  go  heartily  with 
that  hon.  gentleman  in  advocating  the' rights 
of  the  shore  counties,  believing  that  their 
rights  were  to  a large  extent  neglected  and 
that  those  which  contributed  most  largely  to 
the  revenue  derived  the  least  benefit  from  it. 
It  was  time  that  the  representatives  of  these 
counties  united  to  force  the  claims  of  their 
constituents  and  to  obtain  some  degree  of 
justice.  While  the  claims  of  Shelburne  were 
not  stronger  than  those  of  Richmond,  he|would 
be  happy  to  lend  his  aid  in  any  reasonable 
scheme  for  its  benefit;  and  the  hon.  member 
who  had  spoken  would  find  it  prudent  to  reci  * 
procate.  The  necessity  of  taking  action  upon 
the  report  of  the  engineer  was  the  more  appa- 
rent from  the  fact  that  the  country  might  be- 
fore very  long  be  called  on  to  assume  heavier 
liabilities,  and  might  be  in  a positton  in  which 
she  could  with  less  ease  afford  the  outlay. 

Mr.  Locke  said  he  had  no  antipathy  to  Cape 
Breton,  but  he  f^lt  she  had  received  a large 
share  of  attention,  and  in  this  instance  the  ac-, 
tion  of  the  government  led  to  the  supposition 
that  special  grants  were  about  to  be  made, 
while  the  other  shore  counties  made  applica- 
tions from  time  to  time  without  being  supplied. 
If  matters  went  on  in  this  way  the  available 
funds  would  be  so  used  up  as  to  leave  no  hu- 
man probability  of  other  portions  of  the  Pro- 
vince receiving  a due  allowance. 

Mr.  Tobin  thought  the  member  for  Shelburne 
had  not  much  reason  to  complain;  looking 
along  the  coast  to  the  westward  it  would  be 
found  well  lighted,  nature  had  deepened  its 
harbors,  and  towards  the  western  extremity 
large  sums  had  been  expended  for  break- 
waters. Cape  Breton  had  not  received  an 
undue  proportion  of  the  public  money,  and 
looking  to  the  eastward  as  far  as  Cape  Canso, 
the  coast  would  be  found  very  badly  lighted. 
Last  year,  by  presenting  the  case  of  the  Jed- 
dore  Ledges,  and  by  showing  the  amount  of 
property  and  life  lost  there,  he  had  been  en- 
abled to  get  a grant  for  a lighthonse  that  would 
be  productive  of  benefit.  Cape  Breton  was  an 
island  possessing  unbounded  wealth,  and  if  the 
honorable  member  for  Shelburne  went  there 
and  witnessed  its  blue  skies,  its  deep  mountain 
gorges  and  limpid  streams,  and  sailed  over 


the  classic  waters  of  Lake  Bras  D’Or,  whose 
banks  were  once  inhabited  by  a mysterious 
and  enchanted  race  who  fled  to  the  mountains 
upon  the  first  blast  of  the  Highland  bagpipes 
whence  they  did  not  venture  excepting  on  New 
Year’s  Day,  when  they  paid  their  respects  to  the 
hon.  member  for  Victoria  at  Baddeck;  looking 
at  that  charmed  scenery,  how  could  he  rise  and 
reflect  on  the  claims  of  that  Island  on  the  Leg- 
islature. As  to  deepening  harbours,  he  (Mr. 
T.)had  some  little  experience,  for  the  people 
of  Herring  Cove  having  petitioned  the  house 
for  a grant  of  money  to  deepen  their  harbour, 
and  a grant  having  been  given,  a person  had 
been  employed  with  a dredge  to  do  the  work, 
but  after  operating  there  for  some  time  the 
machinery  broke,  nothing  but  a narrow  channel 
having  been  cleaned,  and  the  people  had  com- 
plained that  by  tbe  mud  beiDg  thrown  up  at 
the  sides,  more  damage  than  good  was  done, 
because  they  were  no  longer  able  to  get  ac- 
cess to  their  stages  and  wharves.  If  Rich- 
mond county  obtained  grants  for  these  objects 
he  hoped  the  members  would  be  more  success- 
ful. Little  Arichat  had  a large  amount  of  ton- 
nage and  had  fair  claims  to  consideration.  As 
regards  the  claims  of  the  fishing  counties,  it 
seemed  as  if  the  agricultural  districts  could  get 
any  grant  they  pleased  for  the  importation  of 
stock  and  for  shows,  while  for  these  purposes 
the  fishermen  did  not  get  a dollar.  It  might 
not  be  practicable  to  improve  the  breed  of  fish, 
but  roads  and  bridges  could  be  built  to  estab- 
lish the  necessary  communication.  At  St. 
Margaret’s  Bay  in  the  County  which  he  repre- 
sented, a grant  of  moneyj  had  been  expended 
with  great  advantage  on  a road  from  French 
Village  to  Dover,  and  these  improvements 
showed  how  necessary  it  was  to  give  attention 
to  fishing  communities. 

Mr.  C J.  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  Cape  North  on  the  subject  of  deepening 
Inginish.  He  said  he  rose  with  some  em- 
barrassment in  view  of  the  manner  in  which 
subjects  connected  with  Cape  Breton  were  re- 
ceived. For  anything  that  had  been  said  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Shelburne,  no  reply  was 
needed  as  that  gentleman  always  spoke  with 
good  nature,  but  when  he  heard  the  remarks 
of  the  would-be  Attorney  General  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  saw  the  ignorance  displayed  by 
him  in  speaking  of  certain  sections  of  the 
country  he  felt  reluctance  in  bringing  any  case, 
however  strong,  to  the  notice  of  the  house. 
He  would  say  candidly  to  the  house  that  Cape 
Breton  did  not  feel  proud  of  her  connection 
with  Nova  Scotia,  and  that  no  greater  boon 
could  be  conferred  on  the  people  of  the  Island 
than  to  disunite  them.  When  that  was  the 
fact  any  gentleman  coming  forward  to  ridicule 
Cape  Breton  and  her  representatives,  and  dis- 
playing the  ignorance  of  her  affairs  which  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  evinced,  should  be 
ashamed  of  his  position. 

PETITIONS. 

Mu.  C.  J.  Campbell  also  presented  a peti- 
tion from  the  County  of  Victoria  asking  that 
an  Engineer  be  sent  down  to  Inginish  to  report 
on  the  deepening  of  the  harbour.  He  said  this 
work  was  much  needed  as  there  were  70  miles 
of  coast  without  a port  for  the  accommodation 
of  vessels.  This  district  was  rapidly  progressing 
and  the  want  of  such  a port  was  severely  felt; 
— some  years  ago  an  Engineer  had  been  sent 
down  by  the  late  Government,  but  like  every- 
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thing  else  they  put  their  hands  to,  death  fol- 
lowed their  efforts.  He  hoped  the  present  Go- 
vernment would  act  more  consistently  with 
their  duties  and  interests. 

Also  a petition  from  Rev.  John  Shaw  ana  a 
large  number  of  others  asking  a special  grant 
to  make  a road  across  Cape  Smokey  which, 
he  said,  was  a .mountain  dividing  the  county 
into  two  sections.  The  members  in  their  ap- 
propriations had  not  been  able  to  give  it  the 
necessary  attention,  and  the  barrier  formed  by 
the  mountain  was  so  great  that  travellers  were 
obliged  to  lead  their  horses  on*one  side  or  the 
other,  which  was  a great  inconvenience  to  the 
two  large  settlements  growing  up  in  that  lo- 
cality. , _ 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  presented  a petition 
from  Chetticamp,  asking  the  establishment  of 
a ferry  across  Little  River.  He  said  that  some 
individuals  had  hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of 
crossing  the  river  in  a boat  or  scow  without 
any  remuneration. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  a return 
from  the  Halifax  Poor’s  Asylum,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Humane  institu- 
tions. 

Mr.’  McKay  presented  a petition  from  the 
Postmaster  of  West  River,  asking  for  an  in- 
crease of  salary,  but  subsequently  withdrew  it 
for  transmission  to  the  Post  Master  General  in 
accordance  with  the  practice  of  last  session. 

Mr.  Cowie  presented  a petition  from  an  aged 
teacher.  The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education. 

Also  a petition  from  a person  who  had  in- 
curred expenditure  on  certain  roads  while 
holding  the  office  of  light-house  keeper. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  presented  a petition  for 
an  increase  of  salary  of  the  Postmaster  at  Ma- 
bou,  but  the  hon  gentleman  withdrew  it  for 
reference  to  the  Postmaster-General. 

CONFEDERATION. 

Mr.  Annand  said  that  in  anticipation  of  a dis- 
cussion upon  a highly  important  subject,  he 
w ished  to  ask.  the  government  to  lay  on  the  table 
a comparative  Return  shewing  the  amount  of 
revenue  derivable  under  a Canadian  Tariff  for 
articles  chargeable  under  such  a tariff.  He  inti- 
mated that  some  difficulty  might  arise  in  furnish- 
ing an  exact  return,  but  it  would  be  useful  as 
furnishing  information. 

Ho.v,  Prov  Secretary  said  he  was  entirely 
ready  to  afford  any  information  or  submit  any 
document  in  possession  of  the  Governm  nt,  but 
he  did  not  understand  that  he  was  under  any 
obligation  to  furnish  such  a return  as  that  asked. 
The  hon.  member  asking  it  had  held  the  offiee  of 
Financial  Secretary  and  was  as  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  papers  necessary  to  the  compilation 
as  any  cfficer  of  the  Government,  and  had  them 
as  entirely  under  his  control.  Il  such  a course 
were  adopted  as  that  required  the  greatest  obstruc- 
tions would  be  occasioned.  He  would  submit  the 
request  to  his  colleagues,  but  it  appeared  to  him  at 
the  first  blush  to  be  asking  for  something  outside 
of  what  it  was  usual  for  the  government  to 
furnish. 

Mr.  Annand  said  he  differed  from  the  Provin- 
cial Secretary  in  the  remark  made  to  the  effect 
that  the  papers  were  as  open  to  him  as  to  the 
Government.  He  would  remind  1 he  House  that 
the  papers  had  not  been  laid  on  the  table,  and  no 


member,  therefore,  was  in  a position  to  prepare 
such  a statement  as  the  one  asked  for ; he  did 
not  see  why  the  Government  should  shrink  from 
furnishing  such  information. 

Hon.  Prov  Secretary  said  that  one  very 
serious  objection  had  been  thrown  out  by  the  hon. 
member  himself  when  he  intimaffd  that  there 
would  be  some  difficulty  in  furnishing  an  accu- 
rate return,  and  that  the  answer  must  necessarily 
be  hypothetical.  The  statement,  if  prepared, 
woulda  mit  of  discussion  as  to  whether  it  was 
correct  and  judicious,  as  the  materials  did  not  ex- 
ist for  giving  an  entire  analysis.  It  was  therefore 
throwing  a scarce'y  legitimate  duty  upon  the  Go- 
vernment, aDdas  to  the  observation  that  the  ne- 
cessary papers  were  not  ©n  the  table,  that  difficul- 
ty would  probably  be  removed  on  the  following 
day  when  his  colleague  who  had  taken  charge  of 
the  Financial  Secretary’s  department  would  be 
prepared  to  submit  the  documents  furnishing  the 
necessary  data.  If  such  a return  were  furnished, 
instead  of  its  being  what  a public  document 
should  be— so  exact  as  to  command  confidence — • 
a great  deal  of  difference  of  opinion  might  arise 
upon  its  merits. 

Mr.  Annand  reolied,  that  no  d fficulty  had 
been  found  in  New  Brunswick  in  fur.  ishing  this 
information,  and  he  did  not  see  why  the  Govern- 
ment should  put  itself  in  the  position  of  being 
confessedly  unable  to  submit  documents  which 
the  Government  of  the  other  Province  submitted 
without  hesitation. 

Mr.  Tobin  enquired  what  the  house  had  to  do 
with  the  Canadian  Tariff?  If  any  gentleman  was 
desirous  of  addressing  the  House  or  the  public  on 
the  subject  of  Confederation,  and  thought  he  was 
in  a position  to  draw  an  argument  from  that 
source  with  advantage,  he  could  go  to  work  and 
contrast  the  public  documents  and  the  revenue 
laws,  the  exportations  and  the  consumptions, 
without  applying  to  the  Government.  He  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  objecting  to  the  Govern- 
ment furnishing  the  desired  information,  but  he 
thought  it  a question  which  no  Government 
should  be  bound  to  answer.  This  he  considered 
the  introduction  of  the  question  of  a Union  of 
British  North  America  in  an  indirect  manner,  and 
if  it  were  so  unde:  stood  and  a discussion  were  to 
follow,  he  could  not  shrink  from  expressing  the 
opinion  he  always  held  Every  man  looking  at  the 
condition  of  the  British  North  American  Provin- 
ces, must  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  they  could 
not  long  remain  in  their  present  position.  This 
was  seen  and  felt  in  the  House,  where  things  had 
greatly  changed  in  the  progress  of  six  or  seven 
years.  ^ Mr.  Annand  here  rose  to  order.)  Mr. 
Tobin  continued,  arguing  that  the  object  in  mak- 
ing the  request  was  to  show  that  a Union  with 
Canada  would  result  in  overtaxation,  but  would 
th9  < ’anadian  Tariff  be  the  tariff  of  the  United 
Provinces'?  When  the  men  representing  all  the 
Colonies  met  together,  they  would  no  doubt  frame 
anew  tariff  with  wisdom.  If  the  Government 
chose  to  furnish  ihe  information  and  to  employ 
their  clerks  in  preparing  this  return  it  would  be 
their  own  business,  but  he  thought  it  coul  l be 
done  as  well  by  any  hon.  member. 

Tha  subject  then  dropped. 
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DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


IMMIGRATION. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  the 
Report  of  the  Immigration  Agent  for  the  past 
year,  and  took  the  opportunity  of  explaining  to 
the  Bouse  that  a perusal  of  the  document  wou  d 
shew  that  sometriing  more  had  been  accomplished 
in  this  department  than  in  previous  years,  and 
.said  he  wished  to  explain  some  steps  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  felt  it  their  duty  to  tak-  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Immigraao  ;,  in  advance  of  the  authority 
usually  granted  by  the  Legislature  in  relation  to 
such  matters.  When  the  difficulties  presented 
themselves  in  the  construction  of  the  Pictou 
Railway,  ani  a large  deputation  of  the  contractors 
called  on  the  Government  to  urge  the  necessity  of 
bringing  additional  labour  into  the  country,  in 
order  that  the  publie  works  might  be  successfully 
carried  on,  the  Government,  he  said,  were  advised 
by  the  Chief  Engineer  that  it  would  be  most  ad- 
vantageous to  make  some  exertions  in  this  direc- 
tion. At  a subsequent  period,  when  they  assumed 
the  works,  the  necessity  again  forced  itself  upon 
the  Government  of  making  an  effort  to  direct  a 
tide  of  immigration  to  these  Provinces,  and  the 
time  appeared  most  opportune  for  the  attempt. 
A measure  had  been  submitted  by  the  late  Go- 
vernmem  to  increase  immigration  facilities,  from 
the  belief  prevailing  that  an  increase  of  population 
so  obtained,  materially  tended  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  the  country.  The  House  would  perceive 
that  at  a time  when  not  only  a line  of  Railway 
to  connect  with  the  Gulf  of  St  Law- 
rence, but  other  lines  to  connect  with  New 
Brunswick  and  Annapolis  were  placed  un- 
der contract,  the  necessity  for  cheapening  the 
work  in  hand  rendered  it  still  more  desirable  that 
efforts  should  be  made  to  bring  the  requisite  la- 
bor into  the  country,  and  to  set  forth  the  in- 
ducements which  the  Provinces  held  out  for  im- 
migration and  the  large  remuneration  which  in- 
dustrious laborers  might  expect.  Having  made 
every  enquiry  as  to  the  course  which  should  be 
adopted,  the  Government  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  in  vain  to  a tempt  much  in  the  way  of 
distributing  information  through  the  regular 
channels  unless  agents  were  appointed  clothed 
with  the  proper  authority  and  expecting  re- 
muneration for  their  services,  and  when  difficul- 
ties occurred  in  the  construction  of  the  Rail- 
way to  Pictou,  the  urgent  nature  of  the  case/le- 
manded  that  the  Government  should  take  the*  re- 
sponsibility of  appointing  such  agents  in  London, 
Liverpool,  Glasgow,  and,  as  soon  as  possible,  in 
Dublin,  for  the  purpose  of  distribmipg  information 
and  of  obtaining  direct  transport  at  -cheap  rates  to 
Halifax,  or  some  port  in  the  Province.  Capt. 
Liebman,£who  was  connected  with  a house  in  this 
City,  and  was  the  agent  for  a Hamburg  line  of 
steamers  running  between  that  place  and  New 
York,  the  company  controlling  which  were  will- 
ing to  establish  a .connection  with  Halifax,  was 
also  appoint*  d an  agent,  and  Mr.  Boggs  at  Lon- 
don, Mr.  De  Wolf  at  Liverpool,  and  Mr.  Camp- 
bell at  Glasgow,  were  duly  authorised  to  make 
arrangements  for  cheapening  the  passage  money 
because  the  Government  had  ascertained  that 
these  were  the  means  so  successfully  employed  by 


agents  of  the  United  States.  Under  these  circum- 
stances a Minute  of  Council  had  been  passed, 
authorising  these  gentlemen  to  act  for  the  Prov- 
ince and  assuring  them  of  a return  of  $10  for 
each  able  bodied  emigrant  landed  here,  the  Go- 
vernment believing  that  by  these  means  such 
measures  would  be  raken  as  establish  direct 
communication  with  this  Province,  bringing  into 
th'  country  number  of  labourers  tv  whose 
presence  the  interest  of  the  country  would  be  ad- 
vanced, and  providing  the  labour  neebssarv  to 
carry  the  public  works  to  completion  as  rapidly  as 
was  desirable.  He  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  make 
these  explanations  in  order  that  the  House  might 
understand  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
government  assumed  so  great  a responsibility  in 
connection  with  this  subject. 

The  Report  was  allowed  to  lie  on  the  tible. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Churchill  presented  a petition  from 
Hants  prayiDg  aid  for  a bridge. 

Mr.  Pryor  presented  a petition  asking  for  a 
light  house  at  Peggy’s  Point.  He  said  that  he 
had  brought  forward  a similar  petition  for  a g*eac 
many  years,  but  to  no  purpose  ; he  trusted  that 
the  Government  would  at  last  yield  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  and  carry  out  a project  which 
was  so  very  desirable  on  that  part  of  our  coast. 

Mr.  Kaulback  contended  that  the  proper 
place  for  a light  house  was  on  Ironbound  I-dand, 
off  Chester,  as  any  one  must  know  who  had  any 
acquaintance  with  our  coast  navigation. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  if  the  hon.  gentleman  would 
present  a petition  as  largely  signed  as  the  one 
just  handed  to  the  Government,  there  might  be 
some  foundation  for  what  he  said. 

Mr.  Kaulback  was  quite  prepared  to  accept 
the  hon.  gentleman’s  challenge. 

Mr  Kaulback  presented  a petition  from  a 
very  large  number  of  the  leading  inhabitants  of 
Bridgewater,  asking  for  an  increase  of  salary  to 
their  Postmaster,  commensurate  with  his  large- 
ly increased  duties. 

Also,  a petition  largely  signed  bv  inhabitants  of 
Bayswater  and  vicinity,  for  a road  from  Coleman’s 
tove  to  main  road. 

Also,  a petition  largely  signed  from  Chester, 
for  a special  grant  of  money  to  alter  and  avoid 
the  hills  on  the  great  post  road  to  the  eastward  of 
that  town. 

Also,  a petition  from  Petite  Riviere  for  aid  to 
rebuild  Cassia  Bridge.  Mr.  Kaulback  urged  the 
importance  of  the  objects  prayed  for  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  Government.  -Petitions 
were  referred  to  the  Financial  Seeretary. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  2,  1866. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’cloch. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Bourinot  presented  a memorial  from 
Robert  Martin,  Postmaster  of  Sydney,  asking 
an  increase  of  salary.  He  said  that  the  appli- 
cation arose  from  the  fact  that  that  officer  had 
now  to  make  up  a daily  mail  instead  of  a tri- 
weekly as  heretofore.  In  reference  to  the 
daily  mail  he  remarked  that  his  efforts  had 
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"been  the  means  of  obtaining  that  accommoda- 
tion to  Cape  Breton,  on  the  ground  that  her 
increase  of  trade  had  been  Such  as  to  warrant 
the  demand.  He  was  gratified  to  find,  from  a 
statement  derived  from  the  most  authentic 
source,  that  he  was  justified  in  requesting  the 
change;  the  alteration  had  cost  $2000  last 
year,  but  ho  had  felt  confident  that  in  course 
of  time  this  increace  would  be  met  by  the  large 
addition  to  the  correspondence  which  would 
result,  and  he  no&  found  that  that  addition  had 
been  so  great  as  to  show  that  his  anticipations 
were  correct  for  the  gross  revenue  of  the  Sydney 
office  in  1864  had  been  $1280,  while  in. the  past 
year  it  amounted  to  $2220,  being  an  increase 
of  $1000,  and  covering,  in  the  first  year,  one 
half  the  sum  advanced  for  the  accommodation. 
These  facts  showed  that  in  the  course  of  a 
year  or  two  the  sum  realized  would  be  more 
than  the  outlay. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  Marie  Joseph,  asking  the  Government 
to  take  into  consideration  a case  of  peculiar 
hardship  affecting  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  place.  It  appeared  that  some  parties 
applied  to  the  Way  Office  Keeper  and  procured 
his  services  to  draw  up  for  them  an  applica- 
tion to  the  Crown  Land  Office  for  a grant,  pay- 
ing to  him  the  sum  of  money  necessary  to 
accompany  it,  viz.,  £11.  That  money  never 
reached  Halifax,  and  the  parties  were  unable 
to  procure  either  their  funds  or  the  grant,  tie 
understood  that  the  Post-Office  Department 
had  caused  an  investigation  of  the  matter  to 
be  made.  It  might  be  said  that  the  money  had 
not  been  remitted  in  the  usual  way,  but 
it  should  be  remembered  that  the  locality  was 
20  miles  from  any  post  office,  and  that  the  way 
office  could  not  afford  the  usual  accommoda- 
tion for  remitters.  The  way  office  keeper  be- 
ing also  a magistrate,  the  parties  had  natural- 
ly applied  to  him,  but  between  him  and  the 
courier  the  matter  rested,  the  money  never  ha- 
ving reached  Halifax,  and  the  case  was  a very 
hard  one,  considering  that  the  applicants  were 
poor,  and  that  one  of  them  was  a cripple. 

Mr.  Townsend  presented  a petition  for  a 
breakwater  in  Yarmouth  couuty. 

Mr.  Robicheau  presented  a petition  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Meteghen  river,  township 
of  Clare,  asking  aid  for  a breakwater. 

Also,  a petition  from  inhabitants  of  Saul- 
nierville,  on  the  same  subject. 

Also,  a petition  from  inhabitants  of  Comeau- 
ville,  on  the  same  subject. 

Also  a petition  from  James  Thibadeau  and 
others  for  aid  to  a road. 

Also  a petition  from  Anselm  Thibadeau  and 
others  for  aid  on  Yarmouth  road. 

Also  a petition  from  C.  Sabine  and  others 
for  aid  on  Clay  Brook  road. 

Mr.  Coffin  presented  a petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Cape  Negro  Island,  for  an  ex- 
tension of  mail  route. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  presented  a petition  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Canso,  asking  addi- 
tional mail  accommodation.  He  said  that  the 
residents  at  this  locality  were  aware  that  a 
daily  mail  with  Cape  Breton  had  been  estab- 
lished, and  they  wished  to  participate  in  that 
justice  which  was  always  done  to  the  Island. 
If  this  privilege  were  not  extended,  he  thought 
they  would  pray  for  annexation  to  Cape  Bre- 
ton. 


BILLS. 

Mr.  Pryor,  as  chairman  of  committee  on 
private  bills,  reported  up  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  New  York  and  Cape  Breton  Coal  Co., 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Collins  Coal  Co., 
and  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  incorporating 
the  Boston  and  Bridgeport  Coal  Mining  Co., 
also  the  bill  to  incorporate  Acadia  Lodge  of 
Freemasons  without  any  amendments,  aud 
the  bill  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  In- 
ternational Coal  and  Railway  Co.,  with  amend- 
ments. 

MESSAGE. 

The  Legislative  Council,  by  message,  in- 
formed the  house  that  the  honble  Messrs. 
Brown,  Patterson  and  Holmes  had  been  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  examine  public  ac- 
counts. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mr.  Pill,  enquired  when  the  papers  relating 
to  the  Penitentiary  would  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Hon.  Prqv.  Sec.  replied  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLelan  presented  a petition  for  a 
road  from  Folly  Village  to  Acadia  Mines, 
which,  he  said,  required  a larger  sum  than  the 
members  of  the  county  had  been  able  to  ap- 
propriate. 

Mr.  KaulBxYCK  presented  petition  of  Thos. 
K.  Cragg  and  others  aking  for  special  grant  to 
avoid  “ Rye  piece  hill,”  on  Pleasant  River 
road.  And  urged  the  prayer  of  petitioners  on 
the  favourable  consideration  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  copies  of 
the  accepted  tenders  in  connection  with  Pic- 
tou  Railway. 

Mr.  McLelan  presented  a petition  in  re- 
ference to  a ferry  from  Londonderry  to  Mait- 
land. 

Mr.  Miller  asked  the  government  to  lay  on 
the  table  a return  shewing  the  amounts  of 
paid  and  unpaid  assessment  in  the  County  of 
Hants  for  the  right  of  way  and  railway  sta- 
tions. i 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Sfatistics 
in  reference  to  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  copies  of 
correspondence  relating  the  Fishery  Commis- 
sion. 

protection  of  fisheries. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  copies 
of  correspondence  relating  to  the  protection  of 
the  fisheries.  He  said  he  would  take 
this  opportunity  to  state  that  when  the 
government  found  there  was  every  reason  for 
supposing  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  would  persist  in  the  abrogation  of  the 
Reciprocity  Treaty  and  that  during  the  present 
month  that  Treaty  would  be  brought  to  such 
a termination  as  not  to  entitle  the  people  of 
the  United  States  afterwards  to  the  use  of  the 
fishing  grounds  of  the  Provinces,  the  adminis- 
tration felt  it  their  duty  to  communicate  in 
the  strongest  terms  with  Her  Majesty’s  Go- 
vernment and  to  urge  upon  them  every  consi- 
deration in  order  that  such  a force  might  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Admiral  on  the 
British  North  American  Station  as  would  give 
protection  to  our  fisheries  and  prevent  in- 
trusion. It  was  felt  that  the  interests  of  the 
Provinces  required  that  such  intrusion  should 
be  prevented,  for  it  was  well  known  that  one 
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of  the  strongest  motives  and  inducements 
which  the  people  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States  had  to  enter  into  the  Treaty 
was  the  settlement  of  the  vexed  and  difficult 
questions  relating  to  the  fisheries, 
and  it  was  believed  that  efficient  protection 
from  intrusion  by  those  people  after  they  had 
forfeited  all  claims  to  participation,  would  not 
only  have  the  effect  of  advancing  the  interests 
of  the  fishermen  in  the  way  to  which  they 
were  entitled,  but  would  be  the  means  of  shew- 
ing most  conclusively  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  the  great  injury  which  they  had 
inflicted  upon  their  own  country  and  people. 
Prompt  attention  was  the  more  necessary  be- 
cause it  was  well  known  that  a great  deal  of 
difficulty  had  been  encountered,  leading  to  an 
acrimonious  feeling  between  the  two  countries, 
aDd  raising  embarrassing  and  unpleasant 
questions.  The  very  fact  that  the  American 
fishermen  had  for  the  last  eleven  years  enjoy- 
ed free  access  to  the  fishing  grounds,  and 
that  a large  number  had  engaged  in 
fishing  pursuits  compared  with  those 
so  engaging  before  the  Treaty,  would 
necessarily  lead  to  those  grounds  being 
the  resort  of  a far  greater  number  who 
would  Jbe  likely  to  intrude  than  previously. 
It  was'also  felt  that  the  abrogation,  by  impo- 
sing heavy  taxes,  would  place  the  fishermen 
of  the  United  States  in  such  a superior  posi- 
tion with  reference  to  the  markets,  that  their 
inducement  to  encroach  would  be  infinitely 
greater  than  before.  Under  these  circumstan- 
ces the  only  means  by  which  our  fishermen 
would  have  a chance  to  compete  would  be  by 
a rigorous  exclusion  of  all  others  from  the 
grounds.  The  government,  therefore,  made 
the  strongest  representations  to  the  Imperial 
government  that  it  was  in  their  power  to 
make,  urging  by  every  consideration  the  im- 
portance to  Imperial  as  well  as  to  colonial  in- 
terests of  prompt  action  in  the  matter,  but  he 
regretted  to  say  thar  up  to  the  present  time  no 
reply  had  been  received,  and  the  correspond- 
ence had  therefore  to  be  submitted  in  an  unfi- 
nished state. 

Mr.  Archibald  expressed  his  satisfaction  at 
hearing  that  the  Government  had  taken  steps 
in  connection  with  a matter  of  such  importance 
He  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  much  more 
difficult  henceforth  to  protect  our  fisheries  than 
it  had  been  previous  to  1854  It  was  not  until 
1818  that  Arperican  statesmen  acknowledged 
that  the  Province  had  any  right  to  prevent 
American  vessels  fishing  in  our  waters.  Then 
arose  the  subsequent  difficulty  in  reference  to 
the  construction  that  should  be  put  upon  that 
part  of  the  treaty  which  confined  the  Americans 
to  three  miles  distance  from  our  coast.  British 
Statesmen  always  contended  that  the  league 
should  be  measured  from  a line  drawn  from 
headland  to  headland,  whilst  the  Americans 
asserted  with  great  persistency  that  it  should  be 
run  from  the  shore  of  the  coast.  By  the  treaty 
of  1854  mutual  concessions  were  made,  and 
certain  commercial  arrangements  entered  into, 
but  the  vexed  question  of  distance  was  not 
settled,  but  would  rise  again  with  the  termina 
tion  of  that  treaty.  Now  there  was  much  rea- 
son to  fear  that  American  fishermen  would 
continue  to  resort  to  our  waters  notwithstanding 


the  repeal  of  the  treaty.  He  thought  that  the 
Province  should  agree  upon  a united  plan  of 
action  in  order  to  protect  their  natural  rights. 
He  wished  to  know  it  the  Confederate  Council 
had  enquired  into  the  subject,  and  when  the 
report  of  its  proceedings  would  be  laid  before 
the  House. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  said  that  the  present  sub- 
ject was  one  of  the  most  important  and 
delicate  questions  that  ciuld  b^brought  before 
the  house.  There  was  no.  doubt  that  if  the  re- 
newal of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  was  not  agreed 
to,  and  the  right  to  our  fisheries  hitherto  enjoy 
ed  by  the  Americans  was  not  continued,  it  would 
be  imperative  on  us  to  take  speedy  and  ener- 
getic measures  for  the  protection  of  these  fish- 
eries. During  his  recent  visit  to  Washington 
he  endeavored  to  ascertain  from  the  gentlemen 
representing  the  other  provinces  how  far  they 
would  be  prepared  to  co  operate  with  Nova 
Scotia  in  the  event  of  the  abrogation  of  the 
treaty.  He  was  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
these  gentlemen  did  not  hesitate  to  give  him 
their  assurance  that  their  governments  would 
be  most  happy  to  unite  with  that  of  this  pro- 
vince in  any  measure  that  might  be 
considered  nececessary  for  the  protection 
of  our  lights.  They  expressed  their  wil- 
lingness to  agree  to  such  legislation  as  would 
give  officers  belonging  to  any  of  the  provinces 
the  power  of  making  seizures  within  the  juris* 
diction  of  any  of  the  colonies.  The  Americans 
had  not  only  contended  previous  to  1854  that 
they  had  the  right  to  fish  within  three  miles 
irrespective  of  the  headlands,  but  they  also  laid 
claim  to  the  right  of  the  navigation  of  the  Strait 
ofCanso.  The  question  of  the  distance  was 
brought  to  the  noace  of  the  Imperial  authori- 
ties by  Lord  Falkland  in  a despatch  which  also 
alluded  to  the  subject  ot  the  Strait  of  Canso. 
The  British  Crown  officers  gave  it  as  their  opin- 
ion that  the  American  fishermen  had  no  right 
to  navigate  the  Strait  of  Canso  except  by  per- 
mission. The  main  features  connected  with  the 
correspondence  that  took  place  at  that  time  was 
to  be  found  in  a report  on  the  subject  that  had 
been  presented  by  himself  (Mr.  Henry)  in  1851, 
and  signed  by  four  other  gentlemen  of  the 
house  That  report  was  received  and  a num- 
ber of  copies  were  printed  ; and  if  any  gentle- 
man looked  at  that  report  he  would  see  that  the 
opin  on  of  the  Crown  officers  was  cited  as  well 
as  that  of  Kent,  an  eminent  American  authority, 
in  respect  to  the  territorial  rights  of  coun- 
tries. The  language  of  the  treaty  of  1818 
clearly  excluded  the  Americans  from  fishing 
except  at  a distance  of  a marine  league  meas- 
ured from  a lioe  drawn  from  headland  to  head- 
land. Neither  were  they  allowed  to  enter  into 
any  of  our  bays.  If  they  were  not  allowed  to 
enter  the  bays  it  was  clear  that  they  could  not 
approach  our  coast  closer  than  three  miles  dis- 
tant from  a line  drawn  across  the  entrance  of 
those  bays  They  attempted  to  avoid  the  true 
interpretation  of  the  treaty,  and  contended  that 
the  small  bays  only  were  meant.  In  a corres- 
pondence that  took  place  between  the  American 
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and  British  Governments,  the  former  contend- 
ed that  they  had  the  right  to  enter  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,  inasmuch  as  one  of  its  headlands  be- 
longed to  themselves  They  also  claimed  a right 
to  the  Bay  Chaleur,  but  they  had  no  such  argu- 
ment to  advance  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  bay 
We  could  not  expect  that  the  American  Gov- 
ernment was  going  to  accept  the  construction 
that  we  might  put  upon  the.  treaty,  and  it  was 
not  improbable  that  American  fishermen  would 
stoutly  resist  any  attempt  that  might  be  made 
to  drive  them  from  the  wat  rs  where  they  had 
now  been  fishing  for  so  many  years.  The  dele 
gates  were  told  in  Washington  that  the  Marble- 
head fishermen  had  now  learned  the  use  of 
arms,  and  would  prove  it  in  all  probability  if 
they  were  restricted  from  the  enjoyment  of  pri- 
vileges which  they  had  so  long  enjoyed.  Un- 
der such  circumstances  the  Provinces  were 
called  upon  to  agree  to  some  united  action.  We 
must  be  prepared  to  maintain  our  own  construc- 
tion of  the  treaty,  and  meet  the  consequences 
that  may  ensue  from  this  determination  He 
was  ot  opinion  that  if  we  could  prohibit  Ame- 
ricans from  navigating  the  Strait  of  Canso, 
much  advantage  would  arise.  If  that  were  the 
case  it  appearsed  to  him  that  the  expense  of  pro 
tection  would  be  materially  lessened.  He  had 
had  some  communication  with  American  pub- ; 
lie  men,  and  when  he  had  pointed  out  to  them 
the  position  and  width  of  the  Sirait  of  Canso, 
they  had  to  acknowledge  that  we  had  good  rea 
sons  for  the  claims  we  made.  Mr  Henry  then 
went  on  to  refer  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Derby,  of 
Boston,  made  at  the  request  of  the  American 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  showed  that 
that  gentleman  even  could  not  base  the  claims 
of  the  Americans  o the  navigation  of  the  Strait 
on  anything  like  tenable  grounds.  He  hoped 
that  gentlemen  around  the  benches  would 
consider  the  question  with  the  greatest 
care  and  freedom  from  excitement.  He  was 
not  without  hopes,  that,  before  the  Legis- 
lature closed  its  labors,  they  would  have  from 
the  American  Government  an  intimation  of 
a change  of  views  that  would  preclude  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  the  steps  that  would 
be  otherwise  necessary  for  the  protection  of  our 
rights  He  would  add  that  the  position  of  our 
country  was  very  different  to  what  it  was  in 
1854.  Looking  at  the  list  of  shipping  that  was 
now  engaged  in  fishing,  he  f <und  that  the  in- 
crease of  tonnage  and  number  of  men  engaged 
was  very  large  compared  with  the  year  in 
which  the  treaty  was  entered  into.  If  the  rights 
of  our  fishermen  were  properly  maintained, 
that  important  interest  would  soon  make  up  the 
expense  that  would  be  incurred  for  its  protec- 
tion. He  had  been  glad  to  understand,  from  a 
reliable  source,  that  at  least  15  or  2D  per  cent, 
would  be  added  during  the  present  year,  to  the 
aggregate  of  this  branch  of  industry.  In  view 
of  such  an  encouraging  fact,  it  was  necessary 
that  every  consideration  should  be  given  to  the 
subject  which  was  now  engaging  the  attention 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  the  fishery  question  was 
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of  the  greatest  importance,  as  it  would  be  in  all 
probability  the  means  of  bringing  the  Ameri- 
cans to  their  senses  He  believed  that  the  true 
interpretation  of  the  treaty  of  1818  was  that  the 
distance  should  be  measured  from  the  head- 
lands, but  that  matter  was  not  of  such  real  im- 
portance after  all.  The  Americans  knew  that 
the  mackerel  fishery  could  only  be  carried  on 
wirh  advantage  to  themselves  in  the  fall  of  the 
year,  by  getting  within  three  miles  of  the  shore 
of  the  Bay  of  Chaleur.  As  far  as  the  codfishery 
was  concerned  we  had  nothing  to  fear.  The 
Bank  fishery  was  much  outside  of  any  line  that 
could  be  drawn  from  headland  to  headland, 
Strongly  worded  application  should  be  made 
by  the  government  to  the  Imperial  authorities 
relative  to  the  protection  ot  our  fisheries.  If 
we  could  get  no  aid  from  them  then  we  would 
know  what  we  had  to  do.  The  Bay  of  Chaleur 
was  undoubtedly  the  point  which  would  have 
to  be  most  particularly  watched*  If  vigorous 
measures  were  taken  in  this  way,  the  American 
government  would  be  gradually  brought  to  see 
the  necessity  of  retracing  the  false  step  they  had 
taken  as  respects  their  own  interests. 


luu  tret&Ly  ieau  luus  . 

— “ American  fishermen  shall  renounce  forever  any 
right  hitherto  enjoyed  or  claimed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants  to  take,  and  care  fish  on  or  within  three  mar- 
rine  mdes  of  any  coasts,  bays, [creeks,  or  harbours 
of  His  Brittaaic  Majesty’s  dominions  in  America 
not  included  within  the  above.”  The  construction 
put  upon  the  treaty  by  the  Americans  was  that  it 
allowed  them  to  come  within  any  place  three  miles 
from  the”shores  of  the  bays  or  harbours  of  our  cca3t; 
and  therefore  if  a harbour  were  more  than  6 miles 
in  width  they  declared  they  could  enter  and  fish  in 
it.  On  the  other  hand,  the  British  authorities  al- 
ways maintained  that  the  distance  must  be  mea 
sured  by  a hue  drawn  from  headland  to  headland 

and  the  officers  charged  with  the  protection  of  the 

fisheries  ware  called  upon  to  carry  out  this  con- 
struction. In  1854  when  the  Reciprocity  Treaty 
was  agreed  upon,  this  question  was  not  taken  up 
at  all,  bat  as  a matter  of  course  fell  into  abeyance 
to  be  revived  at  the  expiration  of  that  treaty,  He 
thought  under  all  circumstances  it  behoved  the 
Government  of  thi3  country  to  arrange  a Conven- 
tion with  the  other  Colonies.  We  knew  that  only 
a small  portion  of  the  fishing  grounds  was  on  our 
coast.  Other  portions  were  within  the  limits  ct 
other  Provinces,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  for 
all  to  take  measures  for  the  protection  of  what  were 
mutual  interests.  He  could  understand  without 
difficulty  the  position  of  the  British  Government  in 
this  matter.  It  was  a very  serious  matter  for  Great 
Britain  to  undertake  to  protect  these  fisheries 
Such  an  undertaking  necessarily  involved  contin- 
gencies of  a very  delicate  and  important  chapter. 
No  doubt  she  would  be  little  anxious  to. 
herself  m unpleasant  difficulties  with  Unite! 

States;  but  then  it  must  be  remembered  tha? she 

had  given  her  construction  to  the  treaty  and  £ 
her  honour  was  coacerned  in  maintaming  that  enf 
str action.  If  she  saw  that  these,  Provfncef™™ 

HmihV0  d£  thQir?}*TQ  in  Protecting  their  rfeffi, 

doubtless  she  would  come  forward  ami 

our  request.  In  conclusion, 

asked  of  the  Government  was  that  they  shoul^i^6 

on  the  table  the  report  of  the  results  oftha^S?  lay 

tion  to  which  he  had  previously  alluded^  ‘ 
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Hon.  Atty.  General  replied  that  the  Con- 
vention that  met  at  Quebec  was  more  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  commercial  treaties  than  for 
dealing  with  such  matters  as  the  protection  of  the 
fisheries  which  properly  came  within  the  purview 
of  Parliament.  The  report,  howev  r,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  that  Convention  would  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble of  the  House  in  a dny  or  two.  The  bon.  gen- 
tlemen then  went  on  to  quote  what  was  said  by 
Kent,  one  of  the  best  lawyers  in  the  St  ites,  on 
the  subject  of  territorial  rights,  and  contended 
that  according  to  the  principles  la’d  down  by  that 
eminent  authority,  the  Americans  had  no  such 
rights  in  connection  with  our  fisheries  as  they  had 
laid  claim  to.  He  again-  argued  that  the  con- 
struction put  upon  the  treaty  by  the  Americans 
was  not  at  all  tenable,  and  could  nor  be  maintain- 
ed seriously  by  those  who  looked  into  the  ques- 
tion thoroughly.  The  following  is  the  opinion  of 
Chancellor  Kent,  which  the  Attorney  General 
read  from  the  report  which  he  had  presented  in 
1851:  — 

“It  is  difficult  to  draw  any  precise  or  deter- 
minate conclusions  amidst  the  variety  of  opin- 
ions as  to  the  distance  to  which  a State  may 
lawfully  extend  its  exclusive  dominion  over 
the  sea  adjoining  its  territories,  and  beyond 
those  portions  of  the  sea  which  are  embraced 
by  harbours,  gulfs,  bays,  estuaries,  and  over 
which  its  jurisdiction  unquestionably  extends. 
All  that  can  be  reasonably  asserted  is,  that  the 
dominion  of  the  sovereign  of  the  shore  over  the 
contiguous  sea  extends  as  far  as  requisite  for 
his  safety,  and  for  some  lawful  end.  A more 
extended  dominion  must  rest  entirely  upon 
force  and  maritime  supremacy.  According  to 
the  current  of  modern  authority,  the  general 
territorial  jurisdiction  extends  into  the  sea  as 
far  as  cannon  shot  will  reach  and  no  further, 
and  this  is  generally  calculated  to  be  a marine 
league;  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have 
recognized  this  limitation  by  authorizing  the 
District  Courts  to  take  cognizance  of  all  cap- 
tures made  wirhin  a marine  league  of  the  Ame- 
rican shores.  The  executive  authority  of  this 
country  in  1793  considered  the  whole  of  Dela- 
ware Bay  to  be  within  our  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion, and  it  rested  its  claims  upon  those  autho- 
rities which  admit  that  gulf,  channels,  and  arms 
of  the  sea  belong  to  the  people  with  whose 
lands  they  are  encoffipassed.  It  was  contended 
that  the  law  of  nations  would  justify  the  United 
States  in  attaching  to  these  coasts  an  extent 
into  the  sea  beyond  the  reach  of  cannon  shot. 
Considering  the  great  extent  of  the  line  of  the 
American  coasts,  we  have  a right  to  claim  for 
fiscal  and  defensive  regulations,  a liberal  ex- 
tension of  maritime  jurisdiction;  and  it  would 
not  be  unreasonable,  as  I apprehend,  to  assume 
for  domestic  purposes  connected  with  our  safe- 
ty and  welfare,  the  control  of  the  waters  on  our 
coast,  though  included  within  lines  stretching 
from  quite  distant  headlands,  as,  for  instance, 
from  Gape  Ann  to  Cape  Cod,  and  from  Nau- 
tucket  to  Montauck  Point,  and  from  that  point 
to  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  and  from  the 
South  Cape  of  Florida  to  the  Mississippi.  It  is 
certain  that  our  Government  would  be  dis- 
posed to  view  with  some  uneasiness  and  sensi- 
bility, in  the  case  of  war  between  other  mari- 
time powers,  the  use  of  the  waters  of  our  coast 
far  beyond  the  reach  of  cannon  shot  as  cruizing 


ground  for  belligerent  purposes.  In  1793  our 
Government  thought  they  were  entitled,  in 
reason,  to  as  broad  a margin  of  protected  navi- 
gation as  any  nation  whatever,  though  at  that 
time  they  did  not  positively  insist  beyond  the 
distance  of  a marine  league  from  the  sea  shores ; 
and  iu  1806  our  Government  thought  it  would 
not  be  unreasonable,  considering  the  extent  of 
the  United  States,  the  shoalness  of  their  coast, 
and  the  natural  indication  furnished  by  the 
well-defined  paths  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  to  ex- 
pect an  immunity  from  belligerent  warfare  for 
the  space  between  that  limit  and  the  American 
shore.”  From  the  foregoing  extract,  it  would 
he  observed,  said  Mr.  Henry,  that  this  eminent 
American  jurist  agreed  with  the  principle  put 
forth  by  the  Daw  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and 
which  justified  the  conclusion  “that  no  foreign 
power,  independent  of  treaty,  has  any  right  to 
navigate  the  passage  of  Canso.” 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  the  question  was- 
really  one  in  which  two  great  nations  were  in- 
terests i.  it  was  true,  colonial  interests  were 
affected  by  the  treaty,  but  it  was  essentially  one 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  -tates.  It 
was  , a very  delicate  matter,' and  should  not  be 
. interfered  with  except  by  those  whose  special 
1 business  it  was  to  touch  it.  Whilst  he  felt  some 
degree  of  satisfaction  at  the  course  that  had  been 
pursued  by  the  Colonial  Governments,  he  did 
think  there  was  soma  around  of  complaint  when 
we  considered  the  indifference  which  the  imperial 
authorities  had  manifested,  by  not  hiving  answer- 
ed the  communications  a ’dressed  to  them  oh  the 
subject.  He  could  not  see  how  it  could  be  fairly 
assumed  that  the  people  of  this  Province  were 
unwilling  to  do  their  duty  in  reference  to  the 
protection  of  the  fisheries  At  a time  when  this 
Province  was  far  less  able  to  bear  the  expense 
she  performed  her  part  well.  He  thought  that 
the  whole  subject  should  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fisheries,  in  order  that  they  might  look 
into  it  thoroughly,  and  report  in  favor  of  a joint 
address  being  sent  by  the  Legislature  to  the  Im- 
perial Government.  If,  then,  no  attention  were 
paid  to  our  strong  remonstrances,  it  would  be 
our  duty  to  adopt  that  course  which  our  interests 
shou'd  demand. 

Mr.  Asnand  said  that  every  one  must  feel  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  that  we  were  all 
interested  in  protecting  the  fisheries,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  we  wete 
only  Colonists,  and  could  not  take  the  initiative 
in  the  matter.  The  action  should  be  properly 
initiated  by  the  Imperial  Government.  Suppose 
a sum  of  money  were  granted,  and  a vessel  was 
bought,  manned,  and  equipped,  who  was  to  take  ' 
charge  of  h r?  It  was  perfectly  clear  that  the 
only  persons  4who  could  do  so  were  the  officers 
accredited  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government.  He 
thought  under  the  circumstances  they  should 
approach  the  Home  Government,  and  ask  them 
to  accept  a subsidy  from  us  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  expenses  they  may  be  put  to  for  protecting 
our  fisheries.  He  was  not,  however,  without 
hope  that  these  measures  might  not  be  necessary, 
for  he  had  heard  that  the  list  of  duties  now  pro- 
posed to  be  levied  on  our  imports  into  the»United 
States  was  small  compared  with  those  first  pro- 
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posed.  It  would  be  perhaps  better  for  us  to 
make  some  little  sacrifice  in  order  to  avoid  the 
heavy  expenditure  and  the  difficulties  that  would 
arise  from  protecting  our  fisheries.  Too  much 
caution,  certainly,  could  not  be  observed  in  deal- 
ing with  a question  of* so  delicate  a character. 

llo-u  Pnov.  Secy,  said  that  it  would  be  scon, 
by  reference  to  the  documents  just  presented  that 
tne  sentiments  expressed  by  the  two  last  gentle- 
men reflected  those  of  thj  Government.  The 
latter  had  felt  that  there  were  two  features  that 
should  be  considered  in  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion. In  the  first  place,  it  was  evident  that  all 
the  resources  that  the  Legislature  could  grant  to 
the  Government  would  be  entirely  inadequate  to 
the  protection  of  the  fisheries,  it  the  United  States 
should  be  resolved  upon  infringing  upon  our 
rights.  In  the  next  place  the  question  was  one  of 
great  delicacy,  for  the  first  shot  that  was  fired  by 
a Nova  Scotia  vessel  might  cause  war.  That  war 
would  not' be  between  Nova  Scotia  and  the  Uuited 
States,  but  between  that  country  and  Great  Bri- 
tain. Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  necessary 
for  us  to  set  forth  these  facts  as  strongly  as  poss- 
ible to  the  British  Government,  and  to  ask  them 
to  take  such  steps  as  'would  prevent  our  fishing 
grounds  being  encroached  upon.  If  it  became 
nnown  that  the  j rotection  of  the  fisheries  was 
Lit  open  to  these  Provinces,  it  would  only  invite 
aggression.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  remarks  of 
the  bon.  leader  of  the  opposition,  when  he  said 
that  this  Province  should  contribute  towards  the 
protection  of  the  fisheries.  The  Government  had 
waited  day  after  day,  hoping  they  would  be  able 
to  lay  before  the  House  the  answer  of  the  Impe- 
rial authorities  on  the  subject,  but  they  had  been 
•obliged  to  present  the  conespondence  in  its  pre 
sent  unfinished  state.  His  colleagues  and  him-elf 
were  not  afraid  to  meet  any  responsibility,  but 
they  had  thought  it  more  judicious  and  respectful 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  before  the  Legislature 
He  thought  that  the  best  mode  would  be  to  refer 
a mattor  of  such  grsve  importance  to  a special 
committee.  He  had  observed  with  much  satis- 
faction that  the  delegates  to  Washington  had 
shown  eve  y disposition  to  go  as  far  as  they  could 
consistently  with  the  interests  they  were  sent  to 
guard  and  at  the  same  time  not  to  yield  to  de- 
mands ihat  were  unfair  to  the  Provinces  He 
noiv  noticed  that  some  of  the  most  influential 
journals  in  the  Mates  had  changed  thtir  tone 
since  the  delegates  rad  rejected  the  proposals 
made  to  them  with  such  promptitude,  and  were 
blaming  the  American  Government  for  pursuing 
the  course  they  had  done.  Me  hoped  that  the 
split  -which  tvas  now  exhibiting  itself  in  the 
Mates  vrould  end  in  results  that  wou  d preclude 
the  necessity  of  any  such  measures  being  taken  as 
were  now  proposed  for  the  protection  of  our 
rights.  That  these  fisheries  should  bs  protected 
efficiently  by  a 1 the  means  in  our  power,  all  must 
agree  The  hon.  gentleman  then  propo  ed  that 
the  .special  committee  be  as  follows:  — Prov.  Scc’y. 
Archibald,  Any.  General,  Annan d Jost,.  S. 
Campbell,  Coffin,  Tobin. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  looked  upon  the 
fisheries  as  forming  just  as  much  a part  of  our 
territory  as  the  land  itself.  He  then  went  on  to 


refer  to  the  recent  negociatipns  at  Washington, 
and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  delegates  must 
have  themselves  been  pleased  to  find  that  the  pro- 
positions they  had  made  had  not  been  accepted. 
If  they  had  accepted  the  proposals  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, we  would  have  been  playing  into  the  hands 
of  the  United  Mates  We  would  gradually  have 
been  brought  to  look  to  Washington  rather  than 
to  the  mother  country,  for  all  our  commercial  in- 
terests would  naturally  depend  on  the  legislation 
of  the  United  States,  It  was  therefore,  a matter 
©f  congratulation  to  the  different  Provinces  that 
the  negotiations  had  terminated  as  they  had. 

Hon.  Attorney  General,  said  the  remarks 
made  by  the  hon.  leader  of  the  opposition  requir- 
ed a few  words  in  answer.  He  would  say  at 
once  that  before  he  left  Halifax-  for  Washington, 
it  was  general  v believed  that  no  attempt  that 
could  be  made  for  a renewal  of  the  treaty  would 
be  likely  to  be  successful.  When  the  delegates 
first  m t in  consultation  they  fi.lt  that  it  was 
useless  to  u-ge  a renewal  of  the  treaty,  or  even  a 
new  trea-y,  in  view  of  the  temper  of  Congress. — 
The  delegates  were  put  in  communication  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  Sir  Frederick  Bruce.  They  were 
next  brought  into  communication  with  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  M.  ans.  They  were  not 
prepared  at  first  to  express  to  that  Committee 
exactly  what  course  they  would  be  likely  to  pro- 
pose, but  after  some  investigation  they  were  led 
to  believe  that  an  arrangement  might  be  made 
that  would  be  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  all 
the  countries  interested.  The  Americans  urged 
that  in  view  of  the  altered  circumstances  of  the 
United  States,  their  people  were  placed  at  a dis- 
advantage compared  with  those  of  the  British 
North  America.  They  contended  that  those 
engaged  in  the  production  of  the  materials  of  the. 
forest,  farm,  and  fisheries  were  placed  in  an 
inf.rior  position  in  comparison  with  foreigners. — • 
It  was  thought  that  they  would  be  wi  ling  to 
accept  such  small  duties  as  would  place  the 
people  of  the  two  countries  on  the  same  footing. 
The  delegates,  however,  brought  to  tne  notice  of 
the  Committee  that  they  could  not  be  a party  to 
any  arrangement  that  would  enable  the  Ameri- 
cans to  collect  one  pennv  in  support  of  the 
revenue  - for  the  payment  of  their  war  debt,  or 
the  current  expenses  of  the  government.  The 
moment  any  other  arrangement  was  made,  they 
said  they  wou’d  recede  from  the  negotiations. — 
They  were  quite  prepared  to  agree  to  any 
arrangement  that  might  be  just  to  all  parties,  but 
as  far  as  Nova  c cotia  was  concerned  he  gave  the 
Committee  distinctly  to  understand  that  he  could 
not  be  a party  to  any  plan  that  would  interfere 
with'  the  right  of  the  people  to-tax  themselves  as 
they  chose,  through  their  representatives  in  the 
L gislature.  He  was  free  to  say  that  he  was 
disappointed  when  he  found  that  the  committee, 
so  fir  from  looking  at  the  question  in  its  ttue 
aspect,  endeavored  to  engraft  upon  the  terms  pro- 
posed the  principle  of  protection.  As  soon  as 
that  fact  was  evident,  the  Delegates  said  t'  ey 
rcust  end  all  negotiations  He  had  now  heard 
that  the  committee  had  reconsidered  the  matter, 
and  had  presented  a bill  to  Congress  in  which 
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they  had  reduced  the  rcale  of  duties  to  the  extent 
of  30  pei  cent.  He  regretted,  however,  to  under- 
stand that  they  had  actually  raised  the  duty  on 
coal  to  $1  25  a ton,  in  place  of  the  low  rate  they 
had  originally  decided  upon  He  would  add  that 
in  the  negotiations  some  of  the  American  public 
men  exhibited  an  amount  of  ignorance  respecting 
questions  connect  d with  fish  that  surprised  him 
not  a little.  He  quite  agreed  with  gentlemen  as 
to  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  valuable  fishing 
rights  that  these  Provinces  possess.  We  should 
take  such  means  as  would  show  our  determina- 
tion to  protect  our  fisheries  at  all  hazards.  He 
believed  that  there  were  abundant  reasons  for  the 
course  that  was  pursued  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. It  was  known  in  England  that  steps  were 
being  taken  for  the  renewal  of  the  Treaty,  and  it' 
might  have  been  thought  that  thire  would  be  no 
necessity  for  such  measu  e3  as  were  proposed  for 
protection.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  hon. 
member  for  East  Halifax  (Mr.  Annand)  that 
the  vessels  fitted  out  for  protective  purposes 
would  have  to  be  under  the  command  of  British 
officers ; that  did  not  fol!ow  at  all  It  would  be 
quite  sufficient  to  give  power  to  the  Governor  in 
Council  to  issue  commissions  to  our  own  officers 

Mr.  Coffin  said  there  was  too  mu  h stress 
laid  on  the  enormous  expense  that  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  protection  of  our  fisheries.  That 
protection  would  not  have  to  extend  over  the 
whole  coast.  If  we  could  prevent  American 
fishermen  navigating  the  Strait  of  Oaruo,  a large 
amount  of  trouble  and  expanse  would  be  saved. 
The  fishery  that  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  pro- 
tect was  that  on  the  coast  of  Cape  Breton  in  the 
fall  of  the  year.  He  believed  that  this  Province 
even  without  the  assistance  of  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment, could  efficiently  protect  those  grounds 
that  were  valuable,  and  should  be  kept  free  from 
the  encroachments  of  the  Americans.  He  hardly 
expected  that  the  American  Government  wished 
to  violate  our  rights,  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  they  could  not  keep  an  eye  on  the  myriads 
of  fishermen  who  flocked  to  these  waters  at  the 
fishing  season. 

Mr.  Miller  read  a statement  from  one  ot  the 
Boston  papers  purporting  to  give  the  bill  reported 
to  Congress,  and  in  whieh  the  duty  on  coal  was 
put  at  50  cents  per  ton.  He  expressed  his  gratifi- 
cation that  gentlemen  on  all  sides  were  so  unani- 
mous in  desiring  to  protet  the  great  interests  of 
this  country.  He  did  not  know  how  far  we  could 
prevent  the  navigation  of  the  Strait  of  Canso  by 
the  Americans,  but  no  doubt  if  it  wet  e possible, 
one  most  effective  means  of  protecting  our  fisher- 
ies would  be  found.  If  the  treaty  were  abrogated 
and  American  fishermen  were  still  allowed  to  fish 
in  our  waters,  without  any  return  on  their  part, 
our  people  would  be  undoubtedly  placed  at  a dis- 
advantage. He  could  not  suppose  for  a moment 
that  the  Imperial  Government  would  stand  by 
and  allow  what  were  Imperial  rights  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  to  be  violated  by  foreigners. 
He  had  no  doubt  tha‘  the  same  course  would  be 
followed  by  the  Home  Government  as  was  pur- 
sued some  years  ago.  He  remembered  the  time 
when  one  old  steamer,  the  Devastation , was  able 
to  keep  several  hundred  American  fishing  vessels 


in  Port  Hood  for  some  weeks.  He  therefore  be- 
lieved that  one  or  two  steamers  could  effectually 
perform  all  the  work  that  would  be  required  as 
far  as  this  Province  is  concerned. 

The  motion  for  a special  committee  was  then 
agreed  to. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

In  answer  to  a question  put  by  Mr.  Archibald, 
the  Provincial  Secretary  stated  that  a report 
would  be  laid  on  the  table  in  a day  or  two,  re- 
spectingcertain  school  lands — a subject  which 
was  referred  to  a special  commission  since  last 
session. 

In  answer  to  the  same  gentleman,  the  Provin- 
cial Secretary  also  stated  that  the  entire  engineer- 
ing staff  on  the  Pictou  Railway  are  in  the  service 
of  the  Government,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
chief  engineer,  but  all  expenses  connected  there- 
with will  be  chargeable  upon  the  contractor,  ex- 
cept the  salary  of  the  chief  engineer,  which  is 
£600  a yean 

Hon  Prov.  Secy,  laid  on  the  table  an  ab- 
stract in  connection  with  the  Pictou  Railway, 
asked  for  by  Mr.  Archibald. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Saturday  at 
11  o’clock. 

(The  petition  presented  by  Mr.  Blackwood  on 
Thursday  wa§  for  abridge  across  Waugh  River, 
and  was  signed  by  R Logan  and  130  others.) 

Saturday  March  3, 1868. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Parker  presented  a petition  from  T. 
Foot  and  others,  of  Colchester  County,  on  the 
subject  of  Education. 

Also,  a petition  from  Thomas  Barker  and 
others,  for  change  of  mail  route. 

Mr.  Heffernan  presented  a petition  from 
the  Postmaster  of  Guy  sboro’,  asking  an  increase 
of  salary. 

Mr.  Kaulback  presented  a petition  from  the 
Gold  River  Mining  Company,  asking  the  con- 
struction of  a road  to  the  claims  held  by  the 
company.  He  said  he  was  sorry  to  see,  by  the 
report  laid  on  the  table,  that  the  Ovens  had  not 
been  very  productive  during  the  past  year. 
He  thought  there  was  a prospect  of  a revival  of 
business  at  that  locality,  and  that  every  induce- 
ment should  be  held  out  to  parties  engaged 
there  in  mining  operations.  The  company  peti- 
tioning he  knew  had  expended  a large  amount 
of  capital  in  opening  up  their  claims. 

Hon  Provincial  Secretary  enquired 
what  was  the  difficulty  iu  making  provision, 
for  this  road  out  of  the  ordinary  road  grants? 

Mr.  Kaulback  replied  that  the  road  would 
be  merely  for  the  convenience  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Tobin  asked  what  was  the  object  of  the 
large  special  grants  of  last  year  if  it  were  not  to 
meet  such  requirements  as  these?  The  grant 
to  Lunenburg  had  been  considered  sufficient  to 
improve  all  the  existing  roads,  and  also  to 
build  a good  road  around  LaHave,  in  order  to 
discontinue  the  ferry,  which  however  efficiently 
managed,  was  a great  inconvenience.  That 
grant  was  almost  large  enough  to  build  maca- 
damized roads  throughout  the  county. 

Mr.  Kaulback  replied  that  the  grant  to  the- 
County  of  Lunenburg  bad  been  wisely  expend- 
ed, hut  had  failed  in  perfecting  the  roads  al- 
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ready  made.  The  hon.  member  for  Halifax  was 
not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  condition  of 
the  county  if  he  supposed  the  sums  given  ade- 
quate for  all  purposes.  Lunenburg,  he  said, 
had  more  roads,  and  more  expensive  roads, 
than  any  other  county. 

Mr.  Donkin  presented  a petition  for  a special 
grant  to  the  road  between  Acadia  Mines  and 
Folly  Village;  also,  a petition  from  Geo. Logan 
and  others  for  a grant  to  the  Amherst  and  Parrs- 
boro’  main  road. 

Hon.  Atty  Gen.  suggested  to  gentlemen 
who  had  petitions  in  their  possesssion  relating 
to  the  ordinary  service  of  the  country,  that  it 
was  useless  to  hand  them  in  to  the  Government, 
for  it  would  only  involve  the  trouble  of  having 
them  sorted  and  returned  to  members  to  be 
provided  for  out  of  the  road  grants.  If  gentle- 
men had  petitions  on  subjects  of  such  command- 
ing importance  as  to  require  that  the  Legislatu- 
re should  deal  with  them  irrespective  of  the  or- 
dinary mode,  the  case  would  be  different,  and 
such  a fact  should  be  always  stated.  The 
policy  of  the  Government  had  not  yet  been  de- 
clared in  connection  with  this  subject,  and  no- 
body knew  whether  any  special  grants  would 
be  given. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  urged  the  importance  of 
the  latter  petition  presented  by  Mr.  Donkin. 

Mr  S.  Campbell  admitted  that  the  indiscri- 
minate presentation  of  such  petitions  was  inju- 
dicious, but  said  that  there  were  large  matters 
in  which  the  people  took  a deep  interest,  and 
on  which  they  took  a great  deal  of  trouble  to 
bring  them  to  the  notice  of  the  Government.  If 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  doing  so,  they 
would  have  good  reason  to  complain.  He  had 
one  or  two  matters  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  tbe 
House,  to  which  his  constituents  attached 
great  importance,  but  petitions  of  more  trivial 
nature  could  be  dealt  with  by  the  members 
themselves. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  one-half  the  applica- 
tions received  by  him  on  these  subjects  were  in 
the  form  of  petitions  to.  the  House,  but  he 
agreed  with  the  hon.  member  who  had  just 
spoken,  that  only  subjects  of  superior  import- 
ance should  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
House.  The  only  object  served  in  their  pre- 
sentation was  the  notification  which  it  gave  to 
the  petitioners  that  their  request  had  been  at- 
tended to,  and  this  end  would  be  served  if  the 
petitions  were  allowed  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
were  afterwards  returned  to  the  gentlemen  pre- 
senting them. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen’l  disclaimed  having  refer- 
ence to  any  particular  petition.  He  did  not  ob- 
ject to  the  presentation  of  petitions,  but  thought 
the  Financial  Secretary’s  Department  should 
not  be  expected  to  take  charge  of  them 

Hon.  Mr.  MgFarlane  spoke  to  the  same  ef- 
fect. He  understood  that  some  members  had 
discouraged  their  constituents  from  petitioning, 
and  thought  that  applications  in  reference  to 
the  road  service  could  be  dealt  with  by  the 
gentlemen  representing  the  different  counties. 

RECIPROCITY  TREATY. 

Mr.  Locke  enquired  whether  any  action  had 
been  taken  by  the  Government  relative  to  the 
tariff  which  would  be,  in  operation  on  the  expi- 
ration of  the  Treaty.  He  said  that  nearly  all 
the  country  merchants  made  their  importations 
from  the  17th  to  the  31st  of  March,  and  if  the 
tariff  were  to  fall  back  to  what  it  was  before  the 


Treaty  a great  loss  would  be  occasioned.  He 
thought  the  country  should  be  informed  of  the 
action  proposed  to  be  taken  and  that  the  officers 
at  the  outports  should  receive  instructions. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  replied  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  taken  action?  and  the  officers  had 
been  notified  that  on  and  after  the  18th  of  March 
the  tariff  would  be  relieved  from  the  exemp- 
tions caused  by  the  Treaty,  and  that  the  duties 
would  be  collected  on  all  articles  included  in 
the  free  list.  The  revenue  laws  were  in  opera- 
ted until  31st  March  and  it  would  be  a matter 
for  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  whether 
parties  sustaining  loss  in  the  meantime  should 
be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  those 
making  importations  subsequently. 

Hou.Prov’l  Secretary  remarked  that  the 
Government  had  no  power  to  suspend  the  re- 
venue laws,  and  should  have  no  such  power. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  if  importers  paid 
additional  duties  they  would  have  the  power 
of  reimbursing  themselves  by  exacting  these 
charges  from  the  customers.  Although  the 
Government  had  no  power  to  suspend  the  re- 
venue laws,  yet  new  revenue  bills  could  be  in- 
troduced and  passed  in  a single  day, — at  any 
rate  the  Government  could  declare  their  policy. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  replied  that  the  interests 
of  all  the  Colonies  had  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  that  communication  would,  no 
doubt,  be  necessary  with  the  other  Provinces. 
It  became  necessary  under  the  altered  circum- 
stances to  have  other  trade  relations  establish- 
ed between  themselves  as  a sort  of  defensive 
operation,  and  it  was  possible  that  there  were 
productions  which  could  be  interchanged  with 
advantage.  To  equalize  the  responsibilities 
and  interests,  therefore  all  should  be  consulted, 
and  it  would,  therefore,  be  seen  how  difficult  it 
was  at  the  present  period  to  settle  upon  the 
policy  that  should  be  adopted.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  it  better  to  allow  the 
tariff  to  take  its  course  for  a few  days,  the  du- 
ties not  being  high  and  their  imposition  not  be- 
ing likely  to  affect  the  state  of  trade.  The 
chances  were  that  the  majority  of  importers 
would  endeavor  to  effect  their  purchases  before 
the  18th  of  the  month,  or  would  wait  until  the 
adoption  of  the  new  tariff. 

Hon.  Proy.  Secy,  asked,  should  not  the 
policy  of  the  Government  be  affected  by  the  in- 
formation which  was  being  obtained?  The  in- 
formation obtained  on  the  previous  day  was 
different  from  any  that  had  been  in  their  pos- 
session before,  and  the  most  prudent  course 
was  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  legislation  in 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Tobin,  in  reference  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  Attorney  General,  that  parties  paying 
duties  between  the  18th  and  31st  should  be 
reimbursed,  said  he  thought  that  such  a course 
would  be  attended  with  a great  deal  of  difficul- 
ty. There  was  a warehousing  system  in  opera- 
tion, and  persons  importing  between  those 
dates  need  not  pay  the  duties,  but  it  would  be 
unwise  to  hold  out  to  the  importers  any  intima- 
tion that,  after  payment,  they  would  have  a 
claim  on  the  Legislature.  He  thought  the 
duties  in  the  tariff  should  be  collected  without 
any  such  prospect  being  held  out.  It  would  be 
very  unwise  to  legislate  on  the  revenue  bills 
until  information  had  been  received  from,  the 
other  Colonies  and  from  the  United  States,  for 
^•f  the  bill  before  Congress  had  been  correctly 
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reported,  it  gave  power  to  the  President  to  sus- 
pend the  revenue  laws  of  that  country  in  refer- 
ence to  any  of  the  Provinces,  while  enforcing 
them  on  the  others,  so  that  if  Nova  Scotia 
should  deem  it  prudent  to  agree  to  all  the  terms 
proposed,  and  the  other  Colonies  should  refuse 
their  assent,  the  President  could  bring  the  for- 
mer provisions  into  operation  as  far  as  this 
Province  was  concerned.  This  was  a very 
important  consideration,  and  it  would  he  found 
that  the  terms  of  that  measure  did  not  bear 
heavily  upon  Nova  Scotia,  but  on  Canada,  the 
duty  on  flour  being  20  per  cent.,  and  on  oats, 
&c.,  ten  cents, — while,  with  regard  to  fish,  the 
duty  on  salmon  was  $2;  mackerel,  herring,  &c., 
Si;  and  50  cent3  per  ton  on  coal.  As  far  as 
this  country  was  concerned,  he  did  not  there- 
fore view  the  change  as  deeply  affecting  our 
interests,  for  our  productive  wealth  was^  such 
as  to  command  access  to  the  markets  of  the 
world.  The  supply  of  fish,  which  was  needed 
everywhere,  did  not  keep  pace  with  the  de- 
mand, so  th  at  the  value  of  the  article  had  doubl- 
ed within  ten  or  eleven  years.  Nova  Scotia 
did  not  send  many  free  articles  to  the  United 
States, — and  our  coal  must  always  be  an  article 
of  great  consumption  as  long  as  beat  was  used 
for  propelling  steamers,  locomotives,  and  other 
kinds  of  machinery.  The  only  matter  which 
caused  him  to  regard  with  apprehension  the 
suspension  of  the  Treaty  was  the  difficulty 
arising  between  the  two  countries  in  reference 
to  the  fisheries. 

Mr.  Jost  said  that  there  was  one  feature  of 
the  ease  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  not 
alluded — the  duties  imposed  might  he  small, 
but  the  revenue  laws  would  only  be  suspended 
by  the  President  on  condition  that  United 
States  fishermen  enjoy  the  privileges  granted 
to  them  when  the  trade  were  free. 

Hon.  Atty.  General,  said  that  important 
considerations  would,  without  doubt,  be  sug- 
gested by  the  bill  before  the  United  States 
Legislature,  and  the  manner  in  which  each 
article  would  he  affected  by  the  tariff  would 
haye  to  he  deliberated  upon.  He  would  take 
this  opportunity  of  stating  that  he  had  had  a 
conversation  with  a gentleman  concerning  the 
amount  proposed  to  he  levied  on  coal,  and  had 
been  informed  that,  the  information  published 
in  the  Boston  Post  from  time  to  time,  furnished 
by  its  Washington  correspondent,  had  been 
found  erroneous,  and  that  the  tariff  had  been 
copied  by  our  papers  from  that  journal,  while 
the  other  Boston  papers  published  the  tele- 
grams obtained  by  the  Associated  Press,  which 
were  more  reliable.  The  information  received 
from  the  latter  source  gave  a different  state- 
ment of  the  tariff  from  that  published  in  the 
Post,  and  stated  that  the  duty  to  beimposed  on 
coal  was  $1.25; — nothing  very  reliable  could 
however  he  obtained  at  present,  but  these  cir- 
cumstances went  to  shew  that  the  House 
was  not  now  in  a position  to  deal  with  the 
matter.  All  that  could  be  done  was  to  wait 
patiently  for  the  development  of  affairs.  It 
was  true  the  President  would  probably  have  to 
restrain  the  operation  of  the  revenue  laws  in 
reference  to  any  Province  agreeing  to  the 
terms  proposed,  but  the  right,  if  exercised, 
would  be  so  used  as  to  make  a clean  sweep 
applying  the  same  rule  to  all. 

A‘s  far  as  he  had  the  opportunity  of  ascer- 
taining the  views  of  the  public  men  of  tba 
United  States,  the  feeling  seemed  to  be  that  it 


was  not  worth  while  to  deal  with  one  colony 
alone,  for  the  trade  with  one  would  he  so  smail 
as  not  to  be  an  object  for  the  alteration  of  the 
system ; and  the  delegates  had  been  told  that 
whatever  arrangements  were  made  must  apply 
if  not  to  all  the  Provinces,  at  least  to  a large 
majority.  The  probability  therefore  was  that 
the  clause  referred  to  would  have  no  operation 
as  regards  any  one  colony. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  his  intention  had  not 
been  to  raise  a discussion  upon  the  treaty,  hut 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that  the  merchants,  iu  Shelburne  and  Arichat, 
for  instance,  made  their  importations  for  the 
fishing  supplies  between  the  20th  of  March  and 
the  10th  of  April,  and  to  show  that  the  tariff 
would  thus  operate  unfairly  unless  a drawback 
were  allowed.  There  was  no  warehouse  in 
Shelburne,  but  even  if  there  were,  the  ware- 
housing system  would  not  apply  a remedy. 

ITou.  Atty.  General  thought  that  most  of 
the  importations  of  articles  included  in  the  free 
list  were  made  after  the  end  of  March. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Longley  presented  a petition  from  A.  H. 
Harris,  asking  compensation  for  damage  sus- 
tained by  his  vessel  in  coming  into  collision 
with  Bear  Biver  Bridge. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  said  lie  understood 
that  after  the  opposition  to  the  building  of  the 
bridge  had  proved  futile,  the  petitioner  had 
put  ou  all  sail  and  made  an  assault,  and  for 
the  damage  which  he  sustained  in  thus 
attempting  to  knock  down  the  bridge,  he  ask- 
ed compensation  from  this  House. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  those  engaged  in 
constructing  the  work  had  secured  an  indem- 
nity by  act  of  Parliament,  hut  the  question  was 
whether  the  responsibility  had  not  been  there- 
by merely  transferred  to  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Whitman  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  ofopposing  the  claim,  but  to  correct  a 
statement  contained  in  the  petition  to  the  effect 
that  due  notice  of  the  obstruction  had  not  been 
given.  Notice  had  been  given,-  he  said,  by 
posting  of  bills  aTnd  in  the  newspapers. — 
Furthermore,  a part  of  the  work  appeared 
above  the  water.  Mr.  Harris  had  been  caution- 
ed by  the  workmen  to  keep  off, — he  was 
coming  down  the  river  rapidly  with  an  ebb 
tide,  and  the  damage  thus  occurred.  The  hon. 
gentleman  expressed  regret  at  the  occurrence 
and  at  the  damage  which'had  resulted. 

Mr.  Bay  said  that  Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane’s  im- 
pression of  the  affair  was  very  different  from 
the  facts.  He  believed  that  Mr.  Harris,  if  he 
had  never  signed  a petition  in  favour  of  the 
bridge,  had  never  signed  against  it,  and  there- 
fore it  could  not  be  supposed  that  the  occur- 
rence was  the  result  of  his  own  obstructiveness. 
He  enquired  whether  there  was  a flag  or  buoy 
to  mark  the  sunken  pier. 

Mr.  Whitman  replied  that  a part  of  the 
work  was  exposed  by  the  tide,  and  the  work- 
men were  engaged  on  it,  and  cautioned  Mr. 
Harris  on  liis  approach. 

Mr.  Bay  thought  the  accident  might  have  re- 
sulted from  the  confusing  directions  of  the 
workmen. 

Mr.  John  Campbell  presented  a petition 
for  the  deepening  of  a harbour  at  Beech 
Meadows. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  presented  a petition 
from  C.  W.  Bateman  and  others  for  additional 
mail  accommodation. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  then  proceeded 
to  make  the  annual  Financial  Statement,  as 
follows: — Mr.  Speaker,  I beg  leave  to  lay  on 
the  table  the  Annual  Trade  Returns  and  the 
papers  connected  therewith.  These  Returns 
will  show: — First,  a general  statement  of  War- 
rants drawn  on  the  Receiver  General  by  the 
Financial  Secretary,  for  payment,  on  account 
of  the  different  public  services  of  the  Province 
during  the  12  months  ended  Sept.  30,  18(55.  A 
general  abstract  of  the  Customs  duties,  col- 
lected at  the  different  ports  of  the  Province. 
A comparative  statement  of  the  amount  of 
Excise  duties  collected  at  the  different  ports  of 
the  Province..  A comparative  statement  of 
the  amount  ofLight  Duty  collected  at  the  dif- 
ferent ports  of  the  Province.  An  abstract  jo 
Articles  imported  into,  and  manufactured  in 
this  Province,  on  which  duty  was  collected. 

I regret  that  the  many  calls  upon  my  time 
have  prevented  me  from  giving  that  attention 
to  the  details  of  these  returns  that  I would 
wish  to  give.  Having  been  called  upon  to  un- 
dertake this  duty  in  consequence  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Financial  Secretary,  I 'would  like 
to  have  been  able  to  present  the  subject  to  the 
House  as  fully  as  its  great  importance  de- 
mands. I have,  however,  considered  the  dif- 
ferent items  connected  with  our  trade,  and 
may  say  at  the  outset,  that  they  have  afforded 
m»)  much  satisfaction.  Looking  at  the  returns 
of  Customs  and  Excise,  I find  that  they  exhi- 
bit most  gratifying  results.  A8  ^ar  I can 
judge,  they  show  that  the  country  is,  commer- 
cially, in  a most  satisfactory  state.  The  gen- 
tleman who  addressed  you  last  year  on  the 
same  subject  had  much  reason  for  congratula- 
ting the  House  and  the  country  upon  the  re- 
sults he  exhibited,  and  I may  say  that  the  re- 
turns for  1865  show  a still  greater  improve- 
ment in  the  financial  and  commercial  condi- 
tion of  the  province.  It  was  believed  by  many 
persons  last  winter  when  we  were  arranging 
our  tariff  and  providing  for  the  different  ser- 
vices of  the  country  that  the  duties  on  the  im- 
ports of  1865  would  fall  immeasurably  short  of 
those  raised  in  1864.  I am  happy,  however,  to 
say  by  the  comparative  statement  I have  be- 
fore me  it  will  be  seen  that  at  no  previous 
time  in  the  history  of  this  Province  has  our 
trade  exhibited  such  vitality  as  during  the 
past  year.  The  amount  of  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise duty  collected  in  1865  was  $1,047,891.08, 
and  in  1864,  $990,169.89,  or  an  increase  in  fa- 
vour of  the  former  year  of  $57,721.19.  The.se 
figures,  all  must  agree,  are  eminently  satisfac- 
tory. It  will  be  seen  that  the  resources  of  the 
country  are  in  a healthy  condition,  and  that 
our  people  are  able  to  buy  largely  in  conse- 
quence of  the  existence  of  general  prosperity. 

Turning  to  the  next  statement  I find  that  the 
amount  of  Light  Duty  collected  in  1865  was  $38,- 
944.65  whereas  it  was  $39,975.90  in  1864.  These 
figures  show  a small  decrease  of  $1,031.25  in 
the  year,  and  looking  at  the  number  and  ton- 
nage of  vessels  entered  inwards  and  cleared 
outwards  from  the  different  ports  of  this  pro- 
vince, it  will  be  perhaps  a subject  of  surprise 
to  gentlemen  that  this  decrease  should  have 
occurred.  As  far  as  I am  able  to  obtain  infor- 
mation, I believe  the  deficiency  has  been  caus- 
ed to  a great  extent  by  the  alteration  of  the 
law  in  the  United  States  for  the  registry  of 
American  tonnage.  By  a change  in  the  mea- 
surement, they  have  reduced  the  amount  of 


tonnage  nearly  if  not  quite  to  one-third.  It  will 
be  known  that  our  light  duties  are  collected 
by  the  ton.  A great  deal  of  the  light  duty,  I 
may  here  add,  is  collectd  on  vessels  that  don’t 
enter  anywhere,  but  pass  through  the  Strait  of 
Oanso. 

We  next  find  a comparative  statement  of 
specific  and  ad  valorem  duties— the  amount  of 
the  former  being  $562,538.37,  and  of  the  latter 
$485,307.71,  making  a tolai,  as  before  stated,  of 
$1,047,891.08. 

In  addition  to  these  returns  we  have  the  Re- 
ceiver General’s  account  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  30th  September.  These  papers  show 
that  there  was  in  his  hands  at  the  end  of  the 
financial  year,  $222,932  97,  which  is  a little  less 
than  the  amount  in  1864  ($225,150.96.)  We  had 
reason  to  fear  last  year  that  we  would  have 
only  a small  amount  in  the  treasury  by  the 
end  of  1865,  but  notwithstanding  the  large  pro- 
vision made  for  the  different  public  services 
we  have  the  sum  just  stated. 

I would  also  ask  to  lay  ou  the  table  of  the 
house  the  various  statements  connected  with 
the  trade  of  the  Province.  The  short  time  at 
my  command  to"  look  over  these  papers. has 
given  me  no  opportunity  of  analyzingdhem  as 
I would  wish,  but  at  a future  time,  when  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  Reciprocity  treaty  are 
before  the  Mouse,  I hope  to  be  able  to  deal 
with  the  question  most  fully. 

First  we  see  the  value  of  the  imports  and  du- 
ties collected.  The  value  of  imports  from  Great 
Britain  was  $6  315,988,  and  the  amount  of  duty 
collected  thereon  was  $504,580.54;  from  B.  if. 
A.  Colonies,  $1,592,773,  and  $162,001.80  duty ; — 
from  'B.  W.  Indies,  $867,206,  and  $114,711.02  du- 
ty; from  the  United  States,  $4,325,857,  and 
$134,142  45  duty;  from  Spanish  West  Indies, 
$1,273,247,  and  $159,23516  duty;  from  other 
countries,  $206,591,  or  $75  911.65.  duty.  Here  we 
find  a total  of  $14,381,662,  and  of  duty  $1,040,- 
583.73.  From  these  figures  the  general  state 
of  our  trade  can  be  seen  at  once.  The  trade 
with  Great  Britain  is  the  largest,  that  with 
United  States  coines  next,  that  with  the  West 
Indies  (foreign  and  British)  is  third,  and  that 
with  the  British  North  American  Colonies 
fourth.  It  will  be  a most  important  and  inte- 
resting subject  for  us  to  consider  in  what  quar- 
ters our  trade  is  most  capable  of  expansion,  in 
view  of  the  repeal  of  the  reciprocity  treaty. — 
Our  attention,  it  is  obvious,  should  be  turned 
to  those  countries  from  which  we  get  many 
imports,  and  to  which  we  export  comparative- 
ly little. 

Next  we  have  a comparative  statement  of 
imports  for  th$  years  1864  and  1865.  I have, 
however,  turned  back  for  four  years  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  the  progress  our  trade  has 
made,  and  the  comparison,  I acknowledge,  has 
been  eminently  satisfactory,  for  I find  that 
there  has  been  a gradual  and  large  increase 
since  1862.  In  1862,  the  value  of  our  imports 
was  $8,445,042;  in  1863,  they  were  raised  to 
$10,201,392;  in  1864  they  increased  still  higher 
to  $12,604  642;.  and  in  1865  they  actually  rose  to 
$14,381,662,  being  an  increase  in  four  years  of 
about  six  millions.  I have  also  before  me  a 
table  which  shows  the  value  of  imports  from 
the  different  countries  in  1864  and  1865,  which 
I shall  read  to  you.  You  fviil  perceive  from 
this  statement  that  the  trade  with  the  United 
States  has  largely  fallen  off,  only  exhibiting 
an  increase  of  £ per  cent.  The  position  of 
affairs  in  that  country,  the  high  taxation,  and 
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other  causes  arising  from  the  war,  have  raised 
the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  of 
manufactured  goods  and  obliged  our  impor- 
ters to  buy  elsewhere.  I know  that  very  many 
articles  hitherto  imported  from  the  United 
States  are  now  brought  from  Great  Britain. 
Patterns  of  articles  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  have  been  sent  to  British  manufacturers 
who' have  now  a greater  inducement  to  supply 
us.  The  following  are  the  figures. 

Value  of  Imports  From 

1865.  1864.  Increase,  p.  cent. 

Great  Britain.  ...6,315  988  6,407,843  9 081,45  or  17 
B.  N.  A.  Colonies  1,592,773  1,188,746  404,027  or  34 

B.  W.  Indies 667  206  440,767  226.439  or  51 

United  States.... 4, 325, 857  43,030,16  22,841  or  i 

Other  countries..  1,479.838  1264,270  215,568  or  17 

Total 14,381,662  12,604,642  1,777,020  or  14 

I shall  now  turn  to  the  abstract  showing  the 
value  of  Exports.  To  Great  Britain  we  ex- 
ported goods  to  the  value  of  $764,742;  to  the 
B.  N.  A.  colonies  $1,701,054;  to  British  W.  In- 
dies $1,966,459;  to  the  United  States,  $3,619,797; 
to  the  Spanish  W.  Indies,  $380,894;  to  other 
countries,  $397,747; — making  total  value  of  Ex- 
ports of  $8,830,693.  Looking  at  the  tables  of 
Imports  and  Expoi’tsit  will  be'seen  that  whilst 
we  imported  from  B.  W.  Indies  $667,206,  we 
exported  $1,966,459.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
imported  from  the  Spanish  W.  Indies,  $1,273,- 
247,  and  only  exported  $388,894.  In  view  of 
this  fact,  it  is  important  for  us  to  try  to  see 
whether  we  cannot  export  to  the  Spanish 
West  Indies  a larger  amount  of  produce  than 
we  do  now.  The  next  table  gives  a compara- 
tive statement  of  the  articles  we  exported  in 
1864  and  1865  as  follows 


Decrease. 

21,775 

35,690 

29,766 

1,649 

13,250 
93  256 

| 195,656 

Increase. 

42,947 

447.336 

132,797 

137,295 

I 61,275 
35,524 
1,074 
4,284 
1,600 
12  076 
92,803 

61,955 

379,594 

442,972 
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Value  1865. 

$^61,568 
92,764 
114  133 
1,253,650 
1,411,377 
452  337 
1,077,273 
62,177 
214,574 
64,253  ' 
36,454 
50,809 
45,350 
74,071 
194.505 
19,582 
183,242 
762.585 
619,971 
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Animals 

B^f  and  Pork 

Butter  and  lard 

Coal 

Codfish 

Herring  and  Alewives 

Mackarel 

Salmon  and  Trout 

Scale  Fish 

Other  Fish 

Fruit 

Grain 

Gynsum 

Hides  and  Skins 

Oil— viz. : fish  oil 

Store— building. 

Vegetables 

Woo  d ware— un  manufac  ’ d 

Unenumerated  

Foreign  Productions 

a 

o 

H 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a decrease  in 
the  value  of  Animals  exported,  arising  from 
the  cessation  of  the  war  in  the  United  States. 
A great  many  animals  were  formerly  sent  to 
Nassau  and  Bermuda  for  the  use  of  the  South, 
but  that  trade  has  now  ceased.  The  decrease, 
however,  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the 
increase  in  the  value  of  Beef  and  Pork  ex- 
ported. The  decrease  exhibited  in  these 
fieures  is  in  certain  articles  exported  to  the 
United  States.  The  total  increase,  however, 
is  shown  to  be  $1,657,876. 

It  will  be  seen  that  both  our  Imports  and 
Exports  have  increased  proportionately.  In 
old  times  it  was  considered  a bad  sign  if  the 
value  of  Imports  exceeded  that  of  Exports, 
but  now-a-days  this  opinion  has  undergone 
considerable  modification.  As  respects  our- 
selves, we  know  that  a large  amount  of  money 
has  been  brought  into  the  country  of  which 
we  have  no  account,  and  which  enables  the 
people  to  buy  largely.  The  money  derivable 
from  our  shipping  interest  must  also  be  taken 
into  consideration.  Looking  at  these  facts, 
and  not  forgetting  that  it  is  impossible  to  get 
very  accurate  returns  of  our  actual  exports, 
we  have  every  reason  to  feel  satisfied. 

The  next  statements  that  I have  to  make  to 
you  are  connected  with  that  valuable  branch 
of  Provincial  industry,  namely,  our  Shipping. 
These  figures  may  be  briefly  given  as  follows: 

Comparative  Statement  of  Vessels  Entered  Inwards 
for  1864  and  1865. 

Vessels.  Tons.  Men. 

1864  6,621  853,389  45,989 

1865  6,834  929,929  49,683 


Increase. 


213 


76,540 


3,694 


Comparative  Statement  of  Vessels  Cleared  Outwards 
for  1864  and  1865. 


1864. 

776,460 

41,357 

1865. 

946  332 

49,932 

Increase 462 

169,872 

8,576 

Comparative  Statement  of  Vessels  Registered  to  30 th 

September,  1864  and  1865. 

No. 

Tons. 

Value. 

1864. 

365,503  $11,392  857 

1865. 

403,409 

11.347,509 

Increase 180 

37,906 

1,954652 

Comparative  Statement  of  New 

Vessels  Registered  in 

1864  and  1865. 

No. 

Tons. 

Value. 

1864. 

304 

73,038 

$2,948,304 

1865. 

294 

56,768 

2,481,752 

Decrease 10 

16,270 

466,552 

No. 

211 


Struck  off  Registry. 
Tons. 

32.025 


Value. 
$968,406 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  number  of  vessels  cleared  outwards 
from  this  province,  and  entered  inwards  for 
1865  show  a most  satisfactory  increase  over 
the  previous  year.  The  figures  exhibited  by 
the  comparative  statement  of  registered  ves- 
sels are  also  equally  gratifying.  It  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  a falling  off  in  the  new  vessels  re- 
gistered in  1865  as  compared  with  1864,  I may 
mention,  however,  that  although  there  may 
have  been  fewer  vessels  built  in  1865,  yet  there 
appears  to  have  been  a large  number  of  these 
kept  on  hand  for  the  use  of  our  own  mercantile 
marine. 
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Inasmuch  as  we  are  now  in  a position  very 
different  from  what  we  have  occupied  during 
the  past  eleven  years,  it  may  not  be  uninter- 
esting to  the  House  to  have,  in  addition  to  the 
papers  which  I have  submitted,  some  state- 
ments in  connection  with  our  trade  with  the 
United  States.  Ishali  therefore  run  over  the 
following  figures  which  I have  had  prepared 
for  the  information  of  the  house  and  country : 

Trade  with  the  United  States. 

Value  of  Imports  in  1865 $4,325  857 

do  do  1864 4,303  016 

Increase  in  1865  about  per  cent.,  or  $22,841 

Value  of  Exports  in  1865 $3,619  797 

do  do  1861 2,446,770 

Increase  in  1865  say  48  per  cent.,  or. . $1,173  027 

Vessels  Inwards,  from  the  Number  Tons.  Crew. 

United  States  in  1865 3 334  463,115  23,877 

do  1864 3,185  412,313  21,923 

Increase  in  1866 149  20,802  1,954 

Vessels  Outward,  to  the  Number.  Tons.  Caew. 

United  States,  1865 3,161  501,183  24.934 

do  1864 2824  416,441  19,953 


Increase  in  1865 337  83,742  4 981 

imports  from  the  United  States  during  the  year  1865. 


ARTICLES. 

Value. 

Duty  Col- 
lected. 

Coffee 

$6,473 

$1,^85.86 

Cordage  and  Canvas 

Cottons  and  Wollens 

24  998 

1,213.10 

102,656 

43.990 

7,703.60 

Drugs  and  Patent  Medicines. 

5,568.40 

Earthen  and  Glass  Wares — 
Leather  and  Leather  Manu- 

26,691 

2,404.80 

factures 

137,609 

17,880.22 

Hardware 

243  050 

29  007.75 

Molasses 

Oil,  viz:  Rock  and  Coal  Oil, 

10,443 

1,074.65 

and  Burning  Fluid 

93  479 

12,896.63 

Paper  Manufacture,  &c 

Spirits,  viz:  Brandy,  Geneva. 

22,994 

2,299.40 

Whiskey,  Rum  and  Wine. . 

46,447 

7,078.46 

Sugar,  raw  and  refined 

17,326 

3-,  717. 22 

Tea,  black, 

65  805 

12,053.68 

Tobacco,  manulactured 

82  520 

12.469.55 

Wood  ware,  manufactured 

118  864 

10,924.70 

Unenumerated  articles 

143,217 

12  961.56 

Subject  to  Duty 

$1,186,160 

$134,142.55 

Free  under  Reciprocity . 

1,747,806 

Free  under  Tariff 

1,392  391 

Total 

$4,325,857 

imports  from  the  United  States  Free  under  Recipro- 
city Treaty. 


ARTTOLK8. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beef,  Pork  and  Hams 

Bbis.. 

, . 10,695 

$170,282 

23.051 

6,764 

1,529,819. 

17,208 

182 

Butter  and  Lard 

Lbs.. 

.170,501 
. 52,108 
, .286,465 

Cheese 

Flour,  (wheat) 

Bbis. ! 

Spirit 

Horses  and  Sheep 

$1,747,306 

Imports  from  the  United  States  free  under  Tariff. 


ARTICLES. 

Value, 

Bread,  (navy) 

6 421 

Coal 

7,731 

Flour,  (other  than  wheat) 

102,316 

34,793 

23,142 

17,842 

26.828 

Fish ; (a  1 1 and  nil 

Grain 

F ardware 

Hides  and  Skins 

Printed  Books,  &t: 

53,821 

2,119 

14.754 

Salt 

Stone,  including  Lime 

Tobacco,  Leaf. 

63,841 
12  274 

Vegetables 

Woodware,  manufactured 

10,676 

1,024,934 

Unenumerated  articles 

. 

$1,392,391 

In  conclusion,  said  Mr.  Henry,  I am  quite 
confident  that  this  House,  looking  at  the  state- 
ments that  I have  made,  will  agree  with  me  iu 
the  conviction  that  the  Province  exhibits  vital- 
ity and  vigor  in  all  branches  of  trade  and 
industry  that  are  most  assuring.  With  such 
an  exhibit  before  us,  we  have  great  reason  for 
confidence  in  our  future.  I have  no  doubt 
that  the  Legislature  will  feel  the  full  weight  of 
the  responsibility  resting  upon  it,  and  will  be 
prepared  to  give  its  full  consideration  to  all 
those  questions  that  must  come  before  it  in 
connection  with  our  commercial  relations. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  there  was  no  gen- 
tleman in  the  house  who  was  not  gratified  on 
learning  that  our  affairs  were  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  Every  one  must  feel  that  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country  depended  upon  circum- 
stances apart  from  the  control  of  any  govern- 
ment. tie  did  not  propose  at  this  time  going 
into  any  analysis  of  the  returns  just  present- 
ed, but  there  were  one  or  two  remarks  which 
he  felt  called  upon  to  make.  The  difference 
between  our  imports  and  exports  was  a mat- 
ter deserving  of  serious  attention.  Whilst  we 
were  importing  to  the  value  of  fourteen  mil- 
lions, we  only  exported  produce  and  goods 
worth  eight  millions’  Such  a disparity  was 
certainly  very  large,  and  should  be  accounted 
for.  Even  giving  the  very  largest  amount 
that  could  be  derived  from  our  shipping  inte- 
rest, there  would  still  he  four  millions  above 
the  exports.  Perhaps  in  the  matter  of  giving 
returns  of  our  exports,  very  many  persons  in 
this  Province  were  not  as  careful  as  was  neces- 
sary for  the  accuracy  of  the  tables  before  the 
house.  No  one,  last  winter,  looking  at  the 
prospect  of  affairs  in  the  States  during  the 
coming  year,  could  have  expected  such  results 
as  had  really  occurred.  In  that  country  all 
ordinary  rules  that  govern  trade  appear  to  have 
tailed;  and  no  one  was  to  be  blamed  if  he  made 
calculations  based  on  experience  and  history, 
but  which  were  not  realized  after  all.  Tbdt 
this  country  has  passed  safely  through  the 
past  year  and  had  not  suffered  from  a crisis 
that  any  one,  twelve  months  ago,  must  natur- 
ally have  expected  in  the  States,  was  certainly 
a matter  for  congratulation. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen,  said  that  the  government 
last  year  did  not  consider  that  such  a falling 
off  in  our  revenue  would  occur  as  some  per^ 
sons  anticipated,  and  gave  their  reasons  very 
fully  for  entertaining  this  opinion.  The  result 
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had  proved  that  their  anticipations  were  cor- 
rect, and  that  they  had  argued  on  premises 
that  were  sound.  When  he  had  addressed  the 
house  last  session  in  answer  to  the  hon.  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  he  went  fully  into  the 
subject  and  gave  bis  reasons  for  differing  from 
the  opinions  of  that  hon.  gentleman.  He  had 
never  anticipated  such  a fall  in  the  price  of 
cottons  as  many  gentlemen  did  last  year.  For 
years  past  the  price  of  this  article  had  been 
so  great,  that  the  majority  of  persons  had 
dispensed  with  its  use  as  far  as  practi- 
cable. In  fact,  the  country  was  starv- 
ed out  of  this  necessary  article,  and  a 
considerable  amount  had  to  be  impor- 
ted under  any  circumstances  during  the 
past  year.  Neither  did  he  expect  that  the 
quantity  of  cotton  that  would  be  released  by  the 
opening  of  Southern  ports  would  bring  down 
the  price  of  the  article  for  some  time.  The 
very  fact  that  slavery  no  longer  existed  and 
the  whole  system  of  labour  was  disorganized, 
proved  that  that  country  would  not  for  some 
time  yet  regain  its  former  position  in  the 
growth  of  cotton. 

Mr.  Townsend  said  that  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Archibald)  as 
to  his  remarks  on  the  balance  of  trade  being 
against  this  Province.  That  hon.  gentlennan 
had  lost  sight  of  one  fact,  and  that  was,  this 
country  had  a great  shipping  interest.  If  a 
ship  were  built  that  cost  fifteen  or  sixteen 
thousand,  how  much  of  the  material 
that  entered  into  its  construction  was  impor- 
ted? At  least  one  half.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  not  allowed  enough  for  the  value  of  the 
shipping  interest  to  the  country.  Our  vessels 
were  earning  money  steadily  and  giving  the 
country  the  means  of  buying  largely.  The  in- 
crease in  the  revenue  was  only  what  might 
have  been  expected.  In  1864  every  body 
bought  short,  and  the  country  was  bare  of  al- 
most everything  at  the  end  of  it.  He  did  not 
doubt  for  a moment  that  if,  in  the  event  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  we  only  put 
on  a moderate  import  upon  a few  articles  that 
are  no  w admitted  free,  the  increase  of  1866  will 
be  more  than  in  1865.  As  respects  the  light 
duties,  it  should  be  remembered  that  when  we 
altered  the  law  and  took  off  the  whole  duty 
from  new  vessels,  it  necessarily  fell  short. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  said  that  there 
was  no  doubt  that  our  returns  of  export  a were 
by  no  means  as  correct  as  it  was  necessary 
they  should  be  in  order  to  enable  us  to  make 
accurate  calculations  on  the  subject  of  our 
trade.  From  many  countries  articles  were 
shipped,  of  which  no  return  were  given ; from 
Antigonishe  for  instance,  horses  and  cattle 
were  constantly  shipped,  of  which  no  record 
wa3  made,  and  the  same  was  equally  true  of 
other  places. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  had  made 
very  full  allowance  for  the  value  of  our  ves- 
sels, and  still  there  was  a great  disparity  be- 
tween our  exports  and  imports. 

The  papers  were  allowed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  laid  on  the 
table  a copy  of  a despatch  from  Lord  Mouck 
enclosing  a proclamation  on  the  inshore  fish- 
eries. 

Also,  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Education. 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at 
3 o'clock. 


Monday,  March  5th. 

The  House  met  at  3 o'clock. 

petitions. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  J.  D.  Sutherland,  light-house  keeper, 
asking  an  increase  of  salary. 

Mr.  Ray  presented  a petition  from  Upper 
Granville,  for  additional  mail  accommodation. 

Also,  a petition  from  Richfield  on  the  same 
subject. 

Mr.  Allison  presented  a petition  for  aid  to 
a half-way  house  in  Queen’s  County. 

Mr.  Blanchard  presented  a petition  rela- 
tive to  the  harbour  of  Mabou  in  the  County  of 
Inverness. 

Mr.  Robiciieatt  presented  a petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Digby  and  Annapolis  Counties 
asking  for  the  erection  of  a bridge  at  the  en- 
trance of  Sissiboo  River. 

Also,  a petition  from  C.  M.  Melanson  and 
others  for  a special  grant  on  the  Patrick  Thi- 
badeau  road. 

Also,  a petition  of  Joseph  J.  Raymond  and 
others  asking  aid  to  build  a bridge  at  Bartlett’s 
River. 

Also,  a petition  of  Wm.  White  and  others 
asking  aid  to  remove  obstructions  in  Salmon 
River. 

Mr.  Whitman  presented  a petition  from 
Bridgeport  asking  for  a post-office  instead  of  a 
way-office. 

Also,  a petition  for  a way-office  at  Tupper- 
ville. 

Mr.  Kaulback  presented  a petition  from 
Sessions,  Grand  Jury  and  inhabitants  of  Ches- 
ter asking  for  direct  mail  accommodation  be- 
tween Chester  and  Windsor. 

Mr.  Hill  presented  a petition  from  Windsor 
on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Locke  presented  a petition  from  Trus- 
tees of  School  Section,  JSo.  19  of  Shelburne 
County,  asking  a change  in  the  present  Law 
and  in  favour  of  direct  taxation. 

This  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion. 

MILITIA  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  said  that  being  de- 
sirous of  bringing  some  facts  in  connection  with 
this  service  to  the  notice  of  the  House,  he  had 
waited  patiently  until  the  Blue  Book,  recently 
submitted,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  mem- 
bers. He  now  would  refer  to  a few  items 
distributed  through  the  book  shewing  that  the 
service  was  differently  managed  from  what 
was  generally  supposed.  He  found  for 
instance,  that  the  sum  of  $3795  bad  been  given 
for  a rifle  range  at  Sackville,  an  item  that 
should  have  been  put  under  the  head  of  militia 
expenditure,  but  was  not  so  placed  in  order  to 
create  the  impression  that  that  expenditure 
was  smaller  than  it  actually  was,  Another 
item  of  $10,425  paid  for  swords,  in  accordance 
with  the  vote  of  last  session,  should  also  have 
been  put  under  that  head.  He  thought  he 
would  be  able  to  show  before  the  session  was 
concluded,  and  after  asking,  as  he  bad  intend- 
ed to  ask,  for  the  detailed  statements  necessary 
to  show  where  the  money  had  gone,  that  the 
department,  so  far  from  confining  its  expendi- 
ture to  the  sum  of  $81,500  appropriated  last 
year,  it  had  spent  over  $100,000.  The  House 
would  agree  with  him  in  saying  that  the  finan- 
cial returns  should  be  so  arranged  that  they 
could  be  understood  by  those  for  whose  in- 
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formation  they  were  furnished,  but  so  far 
from  that  being  the  case,  the  returns  laid  on 
the  table  were  so  mystified  that  he  had  found 
it  almost  impossible  to  understand  them.  In 
another  place  he  found  the  item  of  $3062  which 
was  given  for  a lot  of  land  in  Spring  Gardens; 
no  persons  outside  the  House  would  be  able  to 
understand  what  the  appropriation  was  for, 
but  he  found  that  this  lot  had  been  sold  to  Mr. 
Brookfield  for  $2000,  and  after  that  gentleman 
had  used  it  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  stone, 
the  Government  re-purchased  it,  allowing  him 
the  use  of  the  land  and  paying  $1600  to  get  it 
back.  Although  such  facts  as  these  had  to  be 
swallowed,  yet  such  a mode  of  managing  the 
public  affairs  was  unjust  to  the  people,  and 
each  member  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  make 
such  an  examination  of  the  financial  returns 
as  would  bring  such  circumstauces  to  light. — 
He  had  taken  this  department  iu  hand  because 
be  wished  to  seethe  service  carried  on  justly, 
and  did  not  desire  to  see  the  money  appropriat- 
ed by  the  House  squandered.  He  said  there 
were  other  parts  of  the  Returns  with  which  he 
could  find  fault,  but  there  were  in  the  House 
members  of  longer  standing  than  he  who  were 
in  duty  bouud  to  make  the  same  investigation 
and  to  point  out  instances  of  improper  expendi- 
ture. Some  years  ago  considerable  fault  liad 
been  found  with  the  late  government  for 
cbargiug  upon  the  treasury  the  travelling 
expenses  of  the  Executive  Councillors,  and  he 
found  that  one  gentleman,  who  did  not  in  that 
discussion  speak  very  calmly,  had  received  no 
less  than  $400,  as  his  travelling  expenses  in 
attending  the  Council;— such  a thing  two  or 
three  years  ago  was  treated  as  entirely  unlaw- 
ful, and  he  was  happy  to  be  able  now  to  give 
back  to  that  gentlemen  the  expressions  used  by 
him  at  a previous  time.  It  would  also  be  seeu 
that  the  charge  for  the  Adjutant  General’s 
postal  communication  had  been  $1254.03,  for 
the  past  year,  $283.00,  being  the  amount  from 
September,  1861,  to  1st  January  1805— that  was 
a considerable  item.  The  charge  for  printing 
last  year  had  been  found  fault  with,  and  in  this 
and  other  particulars  he  would  be  able  to  prove 
to  the  House  and  to  the  country  that  the 
amount  expended  in  the  department  had  been 
far  more  than  the  defences  of  the  country 
required.  The  people  of  Nova  Scotia,  after 
heariDgof  the  large  appropriations  made  from 
year  to  year,  would  hardly  suppose  that  the 
Province  did  not  own  a single  gun, a single 
rifle,  not  even  a pistol,  and  that  tlieir  only  arms 
were  a number  of  iron  swords,  very  good  for 
practice,  for  which  $10,425,  had  been  paid. — 
Before  the  House  rose  he  felt  confident  of  beiug 
able  to  prove  the  statement  already  made  that 
the  expenditure  for  the  service,  instead  of  being 
limited  to  $81,500,  had  exceeded  $LO0,000,  and 
he  would  then  ask  if  any  one  iu  the  Province 
believed  it  right  to  give  so  much  for  such  a 
small  return.  Halifax,  it  was  true,  obtained  a 
fair  share  of  the  appropriation  as  a glance  at 
the  extensive  drill  shed  upon  which  an  army 
of  men  were  employed  would  shew,  but  no 
money  was  expended  in  that  way  elsewhere, 
excepting  in  Cumberland.  He  said  that  the 
sum  paid  for  the  Militia  Service  during  the 
past  year  was,  according  to  his  estimate,  about 
half  a million  of  dollars  directly  and  indirectly ; 
for  $100,000  had  been  contributed  out  of  the 
public  chest,  and  the  allowance  to  over  56,000 
men  for  their  five  days  drill  would  make  about 


$300,000.  Every  one,  he  said,  knew  that  those 
who  attended  the  drill  or  muster  did  not  go  for 
the  sake  of  learning  anything,  but  to  avoid  the 
fine,  and  when  the  training  was  over  the 
majority  knew  about  as  much  as  when  they 
went  on  the  field,  so  that  by  the  time  the  year 
went  round  they  were  just  where  they  began. 

Mr.  PiiYOit  said  he  hoped  the  hon.  member 
would  speak  for  his  own  county  only. 

Mr.  O.  Campbell,  continued,  remarking  that 
he  was  disposed  to  give  Halifax  credit  for  pro- 
ficiency, and  it  was  only  natural  that  they 
should  be  proficient,  liaviug  all  the  chances  iu 
their  favor.  Any  one  coming  to  the  city  last 
tall,  and  seeing  Halifax  in  its  pipeclay  and  red 
coats,  would  suppose  that  the  country  was  in  a 
state  of  warfare,  and  the  impression  would  be 
amply  confirmed  on  going  to  Sackville  and 
seeing  the  field  covered  with  tents  and  the  co- 
lonels mounted  on  tlieir  chargers.  This  was 
all  very  well  as  a show,  but  when  justice  to 
the  people  came  to  be  considered,  it  must  only 
be  viewed  as  a great  waste  of  time  and  money. 
This  was  a subject  upon  which  he  thought  no 
member  should  be  backward  in  speaking. 

Mr.  Blackwood  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  addressing  the  House  at  length 
upon  the  sub  ject  under  consideration,  but  mere- 
ly with  the  view  of  saying  a word  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  drill  was  carried  on.  As 
for  the  county  of  Colchester,  he  felt  bound  to 
say  that  the  men  were  very  proficient,  and  that 
there  was  every  prospect  of  their  continuing  so. 
It  might,  be  true  that  expenditure  incurred  in 
the  department  was  lavish,  but  upon  that  sub- 
ject he  would  not  at  present  express  an  opinion. 
The  men  in  bis  section  of  the  country  had  turn- 
ed out  and  performed  their  drill  with  a desire 
to  attain  proficiency,  and  that  they  had  arrived 
at,  to  a great  extent. 

Hon  Pftov.  Secy,  said  that  at  a later  period 
in  the  session,  when  the  hon.  member  for  Digby 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  referring  to  the 
accounts  themselves,  and  of  analyzing  the  ex- 
penditure, that  gentleman  would  be  better  pre- 
pared to  deal  with  the  subject,  and  it  would  be 
a more  convenient  time  for  the  House  to  enter 
upon  the  discussion.  The  House  last  year  had 
made  a very  large  provision  for  the  service  in 
comparison  with  anything  previously  done, 
and  while  the  expenditure  in  this  department 
did  not,  under  the  existing  policy,  fall  immedi- 
ately under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Government, 
he  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  its  manage- 
ment had  been  such  as  to  give  less  reason  for 
satisfaction  than  heretofore.  One  thiog  he  did 
know — that  His  Excellency  the  late  Command- 
er-in-Cbief devoted  an  amount  of  time  and  at- 
tention to  his  duties  as  such  officer  that  would 
surprise  any  member  of  the  House  who  was 
made  acquainted  with  it;  and  he  believed  that 
by  the  interest  thus  taken  by  the  late  Com- 
isiauder-iu-Chief,  which  was  fully  shared  by 
his  successor,  and  uuder  this  fostering  care  and 
attention  our  volunter  and  militia  services  had 
been  put  in  a position  that  would  challenge 
comparison  with  any  of  the  British  North  Ame- 
rican Colonies.  The  people,  without  whose 
hearty  co-operation  and  aid  nothing  could  be 
accomplished,  had  evinced  a manly, patriotic 
and  martial  spirit,  in  preparing  themselves  for 

I their  country’s  defence,  that  gave  to  the  move- 
ment a standing  and  position  creditable  to  the 
Province  and  to  the  Legislature.  The  House 
having  fully  recognized  the  great  importance 
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of  the  movement,  and  the  necessity  of  shewing, 
that  while  enjoying  the  ample  protection  of  the 
mother  country,  we  were  prepared  to  contribute 
from  our  treasury  and  by  the  time  and  services 
of  our  population  to  our  defence,  it  was  quite 
right  that  every  member  should  jealously  guard 
the  necessary  expenditure  from  running  into 
anything  like  extravagance,  and  if  it  could  be 
shown  to  the  House  and  to  the  large  committee 
of  gallant  colonels,  on  whom  the  responsibility 
of-this  departmenthad  been  thrown,  that  there 
was  anything  requiring  correction,  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  it  would  receive  the 
caretul  attention  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
and  of  the  officers  on  whom  the  expenditure  de- 
volved. He  did  not  think  that  when  the  papers 
were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House,  and 
when  the  Committee  of  Public  Accounts  could 
he  called  to  examine  them,  it  would  be  found, 
as  the  lion,  member  anticipated,  that  the  grant 
of  last  year  had  been  exceeded,  but  believed  it 
would  then  be  seen  that  the  expenditure  had 
been  made  with  that  due  regard  to  economy 
which  the  House  had  a right  to  expect.  In  re- 
ference to  the  rifle  range,  he  would  state  that 
although  the  purchase  money  had  been  ad- 
vancedjjfrom  the  treasury,  it  had  always  been 
contemplated  that  that  expenditure,  and  like- 
wise the  expenditure  for  the  drill  shed  in  Hali- 
fax, required  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  committee  of  last  session  in  refer- 
ence to  the  addition  of  an  artillery  arm  to  the 
service,  should  fall  upon  the  annual  appropria- 
tion for  the  department,  tie  would  also  state 
that  the  attention  of  the  Commander-in-Ohief 
having  been  called  to  the  matter,  after  a great 
deal  of  deliberation,  His  Excellency  represent- 
ed to  the  Government  that  it  was  indispensable 
for  the  efficient  carrying  out  of  the  objects  of 
the  militia  movement  that  there  should  be  a 
Provincial  rifle  range,  where  all  parties  coming 
together  at  the  annuul  competition  could  have 
an  opportunity  of  not  only  exhibiting  their  skill, 
but  of  being  trained  in  that  efficient  manner 
that  the  defences  of  the  country  required. 
The  Government  thereupon  gave  their  re- 
commendation for  the  purchase  of  a very  elgi- 
ble  rifle  range  at  Bedford, — and  gentlemen  who 
had  taken  part  in  the  exercises  at  that  range 
could  bear  testimony  to  the  convenience  of  the 
locality,  and  its  adaptation  for  the  purposes  in- 
tended. So  far  from  there  being  a lavish  ex- 
penditure in  this  instance,  the  amount  given 
for  the  range  could  be  realized  at  any  moment 
that  its  disposal  became  desirable.  With  re- 
ference to  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Brookfield’s 
property,  he  said  that  it  had  no  immediate 
connection  with  the  Militia  movement.  The 
late  Government,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Legislature,  disposed  of  certain  property  in 
Spring  Gardens  to  that  gentleman  for  a certain 
Siam  of  money,  and  it  was  subsequently  consid- 
ered desirable,  on  both  sides  of  the  Bouse — 
some  difficulty  having  arisen  in  perfecting  the 
title,  in  view  of  the  rise  in  the  value  of  property 
in  Halifax,  and  of  the  requirement  of  a small 
exercising  ground  in  connection  with  the  drill 
room — that  the  lot  should  be  repurchased.  The 
fact  that  the  Government  had  given  a much 
larger  sum  of  money  than  the  amount  of  the 
original  sale,  did  not  establish  the  charge  of  la- 
vish expenditure,  because  it  was  well  known 
to  every  person  that  any  description  of  proper- 
ty might  be  worth  £1000  at  one  time,  and  rise 
in  value  to  £li000  in  course  of  a year  or  two. 


When  it  was  thought  desirable  for  this  proper- 
ty to  continue  in  possession  of  the  Province,  it 
became  a matter  for  Mr.  Brookfield  to  state 
what  he  would  accept, — for  though  the  title  had 
not  passed  to  him,  yet  the  Government  were 
bound  to  perfect  it,  and  gentlemen  were  sent  to 
appraise  its  value.  The  purchase  money  was 
inside  the  sum  reported  by  competent  judges 
as  being  what  the  property  would  bring  if  put 
into  the  market,  and  the  Government  thereup- 
on took  the  responsibility  ot  advancing  the 
amount,  to  secure,  in  connection  with  the  drill 
shed,  an  open  space  forconveuienceiu  artillery 
and  rifle  training,  knowing  at  the  same  time 
that  if  it  were  not  the  pleasure  of  the  House 
that  the  property  should  be  retained  it  could  be 
put  iu  the  market  immediately,  with  every 
prospect  of  realizing  a larger  sum  than  that 
given  for  it.  In  fact  Mr.  Brookfield  had  satis- 
fied the  Government  that  he  could  obtain  a 
larger  price  by  selling  to  others.  In  relation 
to  the  charge  for  travelling  fees  lie  said  he  did 
not  remember  being  open  to  tho  charge  of  in- 
consistency that  had  been  made.  If  ever  iu  the 
heat  of  debate  and  in  the  extreme  desire  to  find 
fault  with  gentlemen  administering  the  public 
affairs  he  had  called  iu  question  the  right  of 
executive  councillors  to  such  fees,  his  ground 
on  that  occasion  he  would  admit  was  untena- 
ble;—good  government  required  that  the  con- 
trol should  uot  be  centralized,  and  so  far  from 
advocating  the  administration  of  affairs  being 
ptacticallv  confined  to  gentlemen  residing  in 
the  metropolis,  he  believed  such  a policy  in- 
jurious to  the  public  interests.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber who  had  spoken  had  also  sufficient  experi- 
ence to  know  it  to  be  more  than  the  country 
could  expectthat  the  expenses  of  travel  and  of 
the  delay  in  the  capital  should  be  borne  by 
gentlemen  themselves  when  so  engaged  on 
public  business.  If  he  had  ever  maintained  a 
contrary  doctrine  he  was  wrong  then  and  right 
now.  The  purchase  of  the  iron  swords  referred 
to  had  been  effected  by  the  late  Government, 
and  all  the  present  Government  had  to  do  was 
to  discharge  the  liability  thus  existing.  If  they 
were  not  steel  he  said  he  hoped  the  day  was 
distant  when  any  others  would  be  needed. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  said  his  object  in  ad- 
dressing the  house  had  not  been  merely  to  call 
attention  to  the  particulars  of  the  militia  ser- 
vice, but  also  to  show  that  the  financial  state- 
ments had  been  so  mystified  as  to  be  unintelli- 
gible. He  hoped  members  would  speak  on  this 
subject  as  they  felt. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  hon.  member 
had  suggested  a subject  that  afforded  a great 
field  for  criticism^  but  the  time  was  not  favo- 
rable for  the  discussion.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  when  the  House  was  in  the  habit  of  mak- 
ing such  large  appropriations  the  necessary 
vigilance  decreased,  and  if  the  remarks  made 
would  awaken  gentlemen  to  the  necessity  of 
watching  the  government  in  their  expenditure 
good  service  would  have  been  done.  He  thought 
there  was  one  expenditure  undertaken  by  the 
government  on  their  own  responsibility,  involv- 
ing an  enormous  sum  of  money,  which  ought 
to  be  the  subject  of  examination.  He  inquired 
what  day  would  be  convenient  for  discussing 
matters  connected  with  the  Pictou  Railway. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  replied  that  the  following 
day  would  be  convenient  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 


OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY, 
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PROTECTION  OP  FISHERIES. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary,  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  this  subject,  reported  to 
the  House  a resolution  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee to  the  effect  that  a humble  address  be 
presented  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  soliciting 
aid  in  the  protection  of  the  fisheries  on  the 
coast  of  British  North  America,  and  th&t  the 
Legislative  Council  be  requested  to  join  in  such 
address,  a conference  with  that  body  being  de- 
sired by  means  of  a committee  on  the  general 
state  of  the  Province.  He  would  saj  nothing 
more  than  that  the  House  would  regard  the 
question  as  one  of  great  moment,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  inclined  to  consider  the 
course  proposed  as  the  one  that  should  be 
adopted.  The  report  was  adopted. 

miscellaneous. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  laid  on  the  table  the  re- 
port of  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Railways. 
The  report  was  referred  to  the  Railway  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Pryor  introduced  a bill  to  amend  the 
act  concerning  the  City  of  Halifax.  The  bill 
was  read  a first  time  and  referred  to  commit- 
tee on  City  Bills. 

Mr.  Shannon  also  introduced  an  act  con- 
cerning the  City  of  Halifax,  which  was  like- 
wise read  and  referred. 

The  Legislative  Council,  by  message,  inform- 
ed the  House  that  that  body  had  agreed  to  the 
proposed  conference. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary,  Hon.  Attorney 
General,  and  Mr.  Archibald  were  appointed 
the  committee  of  conference,  and  subsequently 
reported  that  they  had  discharged  their  duty, 
after  which  the  Legislative  Council  desired  a 
further  conference. 

SCHOOL  LANDS. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  laid  on  the 
table  the  report  of  tke  commissioners  appointed 
to  examine  and  report  on  the  claims  of  the  So- 
ciety for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  to  cer- 
tain school  lands  within  the  Province. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  seldom  had  any- 
thing which  had  fallen  on  his  ears  caused  him 
more  surprise  than  this  report,  which  sounded 
more  like  a despatch  from  the  Bishop  of  Nova 
Scotia  than  the  report  of  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  examine  carefully  into  the  subject. 
He  was  perfectly  astonished  that  any  commis- 
sioners, knowing  that  bills  had  been  brought 
in  last  Session  to  dispose  of  the  question,  and 
that  those  bills  had  been  referred  to  a^  special 
committee,  at  whose  suggestion  the  commis- 
sion had  issued,  should  undertake  to  decide  the 
whole  matter  without  giving  a hearing  to  gen- 
tlemen representing  interests  adverse  to  those 
of  the  claimants.  The  district  of  Horton  was 
interested  in  the  matter  to  extent  of  about  £200 
per  year,  and  yet  not  the  slightest  intimation 
had  been  given  to  the  member  representing  it 
that  the  commisioners  were  conducting  the  in- 
vestigation* He  (Mr.  A.)  represented  two  other 
districts  that  were  deeply  interested, — one  of 
them,  Truro,  having  appropriated  the  school 
lands  from  year  to  year  to  the  support  of  their 
common  schools, — and  yet  had  no  idea  that  the 
enquiry  was  being  earned  on.  It  was  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  commissions  that  one 
of  them  had  decided  uj>cn  a question  after  only 
hearing  the  evidence  on  one  side,  and  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  mode  in  which  the 


investigation  had  been  conducted  rendered  the 
report  entirely  valueless  as  a settlement  of  an 
important  public  question.  Had  those  gentle- 
men, thus  appointed,  calledjibefore  them  the  re- 
presentatives of  persons  entertaining  diverse 
views,  and  after  hearing  both  sides,  had  come 
to  a decision,  every  one  would  have  been  dis- 
posed to  treat  id  with  respect,  but  such  an  ex 
parte  statement  prepared  without  the  commis- 
sioners having  had  the  courtesy  to  give  an  in- 
timation to  persons  on  the  other  side,  must  he 
considered  as  entirely  valueless  as  so  much 
waste  paper. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  that  the  Commission- 
ers had  been  appointed  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  having  charge  of  the  subject 
last  year,  and  the  government  were  only  re- 
sponsible as  to  the  selections  made.  The  re- 
port was  desired  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  and  this  document,  he  said,  was  the 
ODly  communication  that  had  been  received 
from  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  appointed. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  investigation 
being  of  such  a nature  as  to  involve  an  enquiry 
into  the  claims  of  a body  in  connection  with  the 
church  of  England,  it  was  a matter  of  surprise 
that  one  half  the  commissioners  selected  were 
churchmen.  They  wmre  till  unexceptionable 
persons,  excepting  in  deciding  on  their  own 
cases.  He  had  not  heard  in  the  report  a single 
allusion  that  went  to  shew  that  they  had  their 
attention  turned  to  the  statute  upon  which  tine 
claims  of  the  people  of  this  country  were 
founded.  The  only  Act  touching  the  question 
did  not  recognize  any  intention  to  make  the 
appropriation  of  these  lands  denominational, 
and  if  the  Legislature  had  intended  to  hand 
them  over  to  any  one  sect,  would  not  that  in- 
tention have  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  stat- 
ute? Yet  these  gentlemen  had  undertaken' to 
settle  the  whole  question  without  reference  to 
that  statute,  and  without  shewing  that  they 
were  aware  of  its  existence.  Could  such  a set- 
tlement be  considered  satisfactory?  If  the  re- 
port were  to  be  dealt  with  at  all,  it  should  be 
referred  back  to  the  committee  of  last  year, 
who  had  collected  a large  amount  of  informa- 
tion, and  who  would  be  able  to  inform  the 
House  whether  this  was  the  mode  in  whicli 
they  contemplated  that  the  po  wer  conferred  up- 
on the  commissioners  should  be  used. 

( Hon  Mr.  Shannon  presented  a petition  from 
Richard  Kennedy,  relating  to  railway  dama- 
ges.' Referred  to  Committee  on  Railways.) 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon,  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject under  discussion,  said  that  the  committee 
having  the  subject  under  consideration  last 
year  was  the  Committee  on  Private  Bills,  which 
had  before  it  three  applications  for  the  sale  of 
school  lands,  and  in  course  of  the  investigation 
the  whole  question  came  up  on  a memorial 
from  his  Lordship  the  Bishop.  The  committee 
were  not  unanimous,  the  majority  being  in  fa- 
vor of  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  and 
the  minority  being  disposed  to  adopt  some  of 
the  bills.  He  thought  the  selection  of  the  com- 
missioners had  been  fair,  but  he  did  not  agree 
that  their  report  was  to  be  considered  as  a de- 
cision. It  was  to  be  regretted  that  they  had  not 
before  them  all  the  information  necessary  to 
bring  tLe  entire  facts  before  the  House,  but  the 
object  in  their  appointment  wras  merely  to  give 
information,  and  he  vrould  be  sorry  to  think 
that  the  House  should  be  committed  by  any 
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such  report.  The  subject  was  a very  impor- 
tant and  interesting  one,  and  calculated  to 
cause  a great  deal  of  discussion.  The  only 
result  of  the  investigation  would  be  to  present 
the  claims  of  the  Society  broadly  and  plainly 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Blanchard  was  glad  to  bear  it  admit- 
ted that  the  report  was  not  intended  to  be 
viewed  as  a decision.  Whatever  the  intention 
was,  the  commissioners  had  assumed  the  right 
to  decide,  and  had  undertaken  to  decide,  with- 
out hearing  the  evidence.  If  a commission 
were  issued  t,o  a magistrate,  a public  investi- 
gation would  be  held,  and  the  parties  interest- 
ed would  be  examined  under  oath, — and  so 
with  all  other  commissions;  but  these  gentle- 
men had  not  given  to  the  House  a single  fact 
that  was  unknown  before,  and  they  had  ob- 
tained their  information  from  one  side  only. 
The  manner  in  which  they  presented  the  facts 
was  also  peculiar:  at  such  a place  they  report- 
ed that  a school  had  been  held  since  1807,  but 
till  when?  In  reference  to  other  places,  they 
said  they  were  unable  to  decide  whether  the 
claims  of  the  Society  were  good  or  not,  and 
wherever  there  was  the  slightest  evidence  in 
favor  of  the  claim,  the  report  was  framed  ac- 
cording to  that  claim.  To  come  with  such  a 
statement  of  facts  as  that  contained  in  the  re- 
port was  trifling  with  the  Legislature,  and 
proved  the  truth  of  what  he  had  said  last  year, 
viz.,  that  the  matter  would  have/to  be  decided 
by  the  House  itself  after  all.  The  committee 
of  last  session  possessed  all  the  necessary  in- 
formation, aud  the  testimony  shewed  that  the 
lands  should  be  sold.  The  report  being  so  en- 
tirely one-sided,  he  thought  there  would  be  no 
use  in  referring  to  it  again,  but  thought  that  the 
bills  should  be  revived  and  sent  back  to  the 
committee. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  some  gentlemen 
seemed  to  be  talking  without  book, — it  was 
premature  to  condemn  the  commissioners  be- 
fore ascertaining  what  their  instructions  were. 
The  commission  should  he  laid  on  the  table. 

Hon.  Att’y.  Gen.  agreed  that  the  commis- 
sioners had  not  been  sent,  out  to  decide  the 
question,  but  he  regretted  to  And  on  looking 
at  the  report  that  it  contained  nothing  very 
new,  nothing  that  had  not  previously  formed 
matter  of  discussion.  In  reference  to  one  of 
the  grants,  the  grant  of  a school  lot  in  Antigo- 
nish,  he  said  no  information  at  all  was  convey- 
ed, the  report  merely,  stating  that,  the  lands  had 
been  granted  to  the  Bishop,  the  Provincial 
Secretary  and  the  Chief  Justice,  without  set- 
ting forth  the  purposes  for  which  they  had 
been  given.  Every  one  of  those  purposes 
should  have  been  reported,  in  order  that  the 
House  might  judge  whether  the  circumstances 
were  such  as  to  entitle  the  claimants  to  a con- 
tinuance of  the  trust.  If  no  good  had  resulted 
from  the  investigation  no  harm  had  been  done, 
but  he  regretted  that  the  information  conveyed 
was  not  more  full. 

Doctor  Brown  said  he  was  not  surprised 
at  the  report  of  the  Commission,  that  had  just 
been  read— be  was  opposed  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  that  Commission  last  Session,  because 
lie  did  not  anticipate  that  any  good  could  come 
from  it.  He  thought  the  House  was  the 
proper  place  to  try  questions  involving  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  he  regretted  that  this 
question  of  the  school  lands  had  been  removed 
out  of  the  House.  He  hoped  there  was  no  dis- 


position, nor  did  he  believe  there  was,  on  the 
part  of  the  House  to  adopt  the  report;  such  a 
course  would  be  most  unfair,  and  would  be 
deeply  felt  by  the  inhabitants  of  Horton  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent.  He  observed 
that  the  report  declared,  that  Sir  Ruper, 
George  had  been  applied  to  in  1828  by  tht 
Society  for  the  Propogation  of  the  Gospel  tc 
appoiut  Trustees  for  the  School  Lands  it 
Horton ; such  was  not,  the  fact— and  it  ha  ‘ 
been  proved  before  the  Committee  last  session, 
that  the  application  had  been  made  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  township,  at  whose 
instance  the  Trustees  had  been  appointed. 
He  hoped  that  the  report  referred  to  would 
have  no  injurious  tendency,  and  that  the 
whole  subject  would  be  resumed  by  the 
House  and  decided  according  to  its  merits. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  said  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  Report,.— 
The  commission  followed  in  its  language  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  last  session,  autho- 
rizing the  gentlemen  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  claims  of  the  society  and  to  report. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  contended  that  such  r 
commission  conferred  no  authority  to  call  it 
other  parties  than  those  representing  the  in- 
terests of  the  society. 

Mr.  Archibald'  said  that  the  object  of  the 
appointment  was  to  put  the  House  in  posses 
sion  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  claims  of  tin- 
society  were  founded  on  the  facts  stated  in  thrt 
Report,  aud  if  the  claims  of  the  inhabitants  bad 
been  also  shewn,  givingthe  period  of  their  usef 
of  the  lands,  the  materials  for  a decision  wouk 
have  been  obtained.  The  commissioners  ha^ 
not  been  asked  to  decide  who  had  the  better 
claim,  but  to  report  all  the  facts  on  both  sides 
iu  order  that  the  House  might  deal  with  tb<: 
subject,  aud  instead  of  doing  so  they  had  made 
a number  of  statements  that  had  already  been 
published  over  and  over  again  in  the  Journals, 
without  advancing  the  matter  one  siugle  step. 
The  labour  must  after  all  devolve  on  a com- 
mittee of  the  House,  however  inconvenient,  it 
might  be  to  conduct  the  examination  in  the 
short  time  at  their  disposal. 

Mr.  Pryor  read  an  extract  on  the  subject 
from  the  Journals  of  1865,  and  said  he  thought 
that  the  commissioners  had  acted  under  the 
impression  that  they  were  required  to  take  into 
consideration  only  the  bills  which  had  been  in- 
troduced, and  the  memorial  of  His  Lordship 
the  Bishop.  If  a fuller  power  had  been  given 
no  .doutyt  they  would  have  goue  into  an  inves- 
tigation of  all  the  tacts,  but  the  misconception 
arose  from  the  fact  that  the  resolution  passed 
merely  authorized  them  to  examine  aud  report 
on  the  claims  of  the  society. 

Mr.  McLelan  said  that  he  had  been  on  the 
committee  last  year,  and  knew  that  a number 
of  days  had  been  then  spent  in  hearing  evid- 
ence, and  in  listening  t,o  the  statements  of  gen- 
tlemen supporting  the  hills  and  of  d is  Lordship 
the  Bishop.  From  the  information  thus  gather- 
ed lie  had  been  disposed  to  report  favorably  on 
the  Onslow  and  Horton  bills,  but  some  gentle- 
men thought  it  better  that  a thorough  investi- 
gation should  be  had,  and  to  this  view  he  had 
yielded  entertaining  no  idea  that  the  report 
would  he  a statement  ot  one  side  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Blackwood  said  that  his  views  were 
the  same  as  those  of  the  last  speaker.  From 
the  information  before  the  committee  he  had 
felt  disposed  to  grant  the  prayer  of  those  pe- 
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titioning  for  the  sale  of  the  lands,  hut  subse- 
quently gave  way  to  the  views  of  those  who 
were  in  favour  of  having  the  whole  question 
closed  up  by  the  labours  of  commissioners. — 
The  report,  however,  presented  nothing  like 
the  information  that  thecommiitee  had  acquir- 
ed from  hearing  the  statements  of  a number  of 
parties,  who  had  tome  from  a distance  and  re- 
mained in  town  during  the  investigation.  If 
the  House  could  be  put.ia  possession  of  that  in- 
formation there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  arriv- 
ing at  a decision. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  the  commission 
had  evidently  performed  their  duty  iu  accord- 
ance with  what  they  believed  were  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  roport  of  the  committee  of  the 
House. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  expressed  his 
opinion  that  the  committee  should  have  gone 
more  fully  into  the  investigation  of  the  subject 
referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Longley  said  that  there  appeared  to  have 
been  an  examination  of  one  side  only,  and  the 
House  should  be  very  careful  not  to  do  any- 
thing that  would  appear  to  be  in  acquiescence 
with  the  report  of  the  commission.  The  ques- 
tion at  issue  was  one  of  much  interest  to  the 
people  at  large,  and  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  said  that  it 
appeared  to  him  the  commissioners,  in  dealing 
ing  with  the  subject,  decided  a principle  in  the 
first  place— that  where  the  Society  had  estab- 
lished a school  they  where  entitled  to  the  land. 
Having  established  this  principle,  they  then 
enquired  to  what  extent  it  could  be  applied  to 
the  cases  before  them. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  said  that  even  by 
the  showing  of  the  report,  some  of  these  lands 
had  lapsed,  and  it  was  a subject  of  important 
enquiry  what  was  to  be  done  with  them.  It 
was  not  stated  whether  any  value  was  derived 
from  these  teachers.  Iu  the  opinion  of  the 
commission  the  teacher  might  be  in  the  district 
for  three  days  only,  in  order  to  give  them  a ti- 
tle to  the  lands.  In  one  of  the  localities  refer- 
ed  to  they  did  not  profess  to  have  a teacher, 
yet  they  declared  that  they  exercised  some 
species  of  control,  and  therefore  their  title 
would  hold  good.  The  question  should  be  fully 
examined. 

Mr.  Kaulback  said  that  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  committee  last  year,  but,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  mauy  matters  before  them, 
they  had  been  unable  to  give  that  attention  to 
the  subject  that  its  importance  demanded.  He 
thought,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  ques- 
tion should  be  submitted  for  complete  investi- 
gation to  a cbmmittee  outside  of  the  House 
altogether. 

It  was  decided  to  allow  the  report  to  lie  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hon  Atty.  Genl.  laid  on  the  table  corres- 
pondence relative  to  the  appointment  of  Capt. 
Hardy,  R.  A.,  as  Inspecting  Field  Officer. 

Mr  C..J.  Campbell  presented'a  petition  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Liverpool  and  Brooklyn  for 
the  continuance  of  the  grant  towards  a wharf. 

Hon  Atty.  Genl.  laid  on  the  table  corres- 
pondence relative  to  Militia  Accoutrements, &c. 

Mr.  Parker  thought  we  were  drifting  into 
large  experise  in  connection  with  Militia  mat- 
ters, and  spoke  of  the  efficiency  of  Col.  Laurie. 


That  gentleman  had  settled  down  in  this  coun- 
try and  had,  therefore,  peculiar  claims  upon 
us.  He  alluded  also  to  the  accoutrements  sent 
out,  and  thought  that  they  should  have  been  of 
a better  character.  He  spoke  of  the  great  ne- 
cessity that  existed  for  making  the  Militia  offi- 
cers as  perfect  in  their  drill  as  possible,  and  ad- 
ded, that  the  adjutants  while  in  Halifax  should 
have  been  learning  barrack  duty  instead  of 
skulking  about  town  so  much. 

Mr.  Blackwood  showed  that  the  adjutants 
must  be  largely  out  of  pocket  for  their  expenses. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Militia. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table 
copies  of  despatches  relative  to  inspection  of 
prisons. 

Hon.  Atty.  GENERAL'feported,iu  part, from 
the  Committee  on  Printing  and  Reporting, 
stating  that  the  committee  had  unanimously 
accepted  a continuance  of  Mr.  Bourinot’s  con- 
tract under  the  same  terms  as  existed  for  the 
past  two  sessions.  The  report  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  3 o’clock  next 
day. 


Tuesday,  March  6th,  1866. 

The  house  met  at  3 o’clock. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mr.  Miller  presented  a petition  from  the 
Way  Office  Keeper  of  Port  Richmond,  in  the 
County  of  Richmond,  asking  an  increase  of 
salary.  He  said  that  this  officer  had  to  make 
up  a tri-weekly  mail,  for  which  he  received 
only  the  sum  of  $8. 

Also  a petition  asking  an  increase  to  the  ex- 
tent of  $50  to  the  pensiou  of  W m.  Craig,  for- 
merly letter  carrier,  whose  claims  he  urged 
upon  the  government. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  presented  a petition  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  St.  Mary’s, 
in  the  County  of  Guysboro,  asking  a change  in 
the  Education  law, — referred  to  Committee  on 
Education. 

Also  a petition  from  inhabitants  of  Sher- 
brooke, asking  a special  grant  for  a bridge 
across  St.  Mary’s  River. 

Mr.  Bourinot  introduced  a bill  to  amend 
chapter  147  of  the  Revised  Statues,  “ Of  petty 
offences,  trespasses,  and  assaults.”  He  ex- 
plained that  the  object  of  the  bill  was  to  auth- 
orize the  infliction  of  imprisonment  instead  of 
a tine  for  some  offences.  Also  a bill  to  amend 
chapter  128  of  the  Revised  Statutes  “ Of  the 
Jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Civil 
Cases.”  This  bill,  he  said,  was  designed  to 
effeot  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  service  of 
summons,  making  service  upon  a member  of 
the  family  of  the  person  summoned  sufficient. 

Mr.  Miller  said  he  thought  that  the  latter 
bill  would  have  a very  injurious  operation. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  when  the  statutes 
were  being  revised  the  house  refused  to  make 
such  an  amendment  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  these  bills  were  in- 
troduced by  desire  of  some  of  his  constituents. 
On  the  second  reading  the  principal  could  be 
discussed  more  appropriately. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  a copy  of 
a circular  relating  to  Chillian  and  Spanish 
prizes. 

CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  Tobin  introduced  a bill  to  incorporate 
the  Nova  Scotian  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He 
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said  that  a circular  was  received  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  Detroit,  in  March,  1865,  di- 
rected to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  Nova  Scotia,  hut  no  such  institution  being 
in  existence  the  letter  was  sent  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  who  handed  it  to  Mr.  Kin- 
near.  Tbat  gentleman  consulted  his  brother 
merchants,  who,  at  a meeting  subsequently 
held,  adopted  a resolution  to  organise  a Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  130  members  enrolling  their 
naues — adopting  as  the  entrance  fee  $5,  and 
the  annual  subscription  $5.  The  Chamber 
then,  he  said,  appointed  delegates  to  the  De- 
troit Convention,  with  the  influence  of  which 
upon  the  legislation  of  the  United  States 
members  were  well  acquainted;  it  being  well 
known  that  Hon.  Mr.  Howe,  when  the  Con- 
vention was  about  to  close,  addressed  it  with 
such  great  ability  that  although  the  proposi- 
tion for  a continuance  of  the  treaty  was  ex- 
ceedingly unpopular  before,  a resolution  was 
passed  in  favour  of  its  renewal.  The  hill,  he 
said,  contained  a clause  providing  that  differ- 
ences arising  between  members  of  the  Cham- 
ber could  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Arbitratidn.  The  bill  was  read  a first  time. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Whitman  presented  a petition  from  the 
Postmaster  of  Wilmot  asking  an  increase  of 
salary. 

Mr.  Blanchard  presented  a petition  on  a 
subject  which  he  said  was  of  great  importance,  J 
viz : the  building  of  a breakwater  at  Margaree. 

Mr.  Balcam  presented  a petition  for  the 
erection  of  a light  house  at  Green  Island  in 
Country  Harbour,  and  urged  the  matter  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Annand,  in  reference  to  this  petition, 
said  that  at  no  place  was  a light  house  more 
needed  than  at  this  locality.  There  were 
twelve  light  houses  between  Sambro  and  Cape 
Sable,  while  in  the  opposite  direction, between 
Sambro  and  Cape  Can  so,  the  distance  being 
equal,  there  were  but  three.  The  light  asked 
for  was  greatly  needed  for  the  safety  of  the 
open  passage,  and  its  erection  had  been  strong- 
recom  mended. 

Hon  Pkov.  Sec.  said  he  would  take  this 
opportunity  of  remarking  that  it  would  be 
vex-y  desirable,  in  case  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion should  he  granted,  to  change  the  name  of 
the  island,  for  great  inconvenience  had  been 
experienced  in  having  light  houses  erected 
upon  different  islands  of  the  same  name,  and 
great  embarassment  had  been  caused  to  navi- 
gation. 

THE  PICTOU  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  McLelan  enquired  whether  there 
were  any  plans  of  bridges  or  of  the  line  of  the 
Pictou  Railway  to  which  members  could 
obtain  access. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  promised  to  make 
enquiry  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Locke  suggested  that  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Killam,  who  took  a deep  interest  in  the 
discussion  of  matters  relating  to  our  Railways, 
the  debate  on  the  Pictou  Railway  be  postponed 
until  Thursday,  the  16th  inst. 

Hon.  Proy.  Secretary  desired  that  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Opposition  would  consult  their 
own  convenience  in  appointing  a day  for  the 
debate.  The  reason  given  for  the  postpone- 
ment did  not  however  commend  itself  to  him, 
for  he  thought  the  House  scarcely  acted  with 


respect  to  itself  in  declining  to  proceed  with 
the  public  business  on  the  ground  of  the  vo- 
luntary absence  of  the  hon.  member  for  Yar- 
mouth. 

Mr.  Locke  replied  that  there  might  he  re- 
quired for  the  consideration  of  the  question 
some  information  beside  what  the  Govern- 
ment could  furnish. 

Mr.  Archibald  assented  to  the  postpone- 
ment. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Annand  presented  a petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Tuft’s  Cove  in  the  County  of 
Halifax,  asking  aid  in  connection  with  the  es- 
tablishment of  a school.  He  said  that  the  ef- 
forts of  the  petitioners  had  resulted  in  the 
raising  of  the  sum  of  $120  towards  the  erection 
of  a school  house,  leaving  the  sum  of  $160  still 
due,  and  they  had  been  unable  to  obtain  this 
balance  by  loan  or  otherwise. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  said  there 
was  no  doubt  that  the  subject  of  the  petition 
was  a very  impox-tant  one.  A great  difficulty 
in  bringing  the  Education  Acts  into  operation 
had  been  the  large  amount  that  lo- 
calities had  to  raise  to  provide  school 
accomodation.  The  law  of  last  session  en- 
abling the  Trustees  to  borrow  a portion  of  the 
required  funds  had  given  a good  deal  of  relief, 
but  it  did  not  apply  a remedy  to  a case  of  this 
kind  where  the  trustees  could  find  no  one  wil- 
ling to  lend. 

BILLS. 

The  house  then  went  into  Committee  on 
Bills  and  passed  the  hill  to  incorporate  the 
New  York  and  Cape  Breton  Coal  Company, 
The  hill  to  incorporate  the  Collins’  Coal  Com- 
pany, the  bill  to  amend  the  Act  to  incorporate 
the  Intern’ational  Coal  and  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  acts  < in  amendment  thereof,  and 
the  bill  to  amend  the  Act  incorporating 
the  Boston  and  Bridgeport  Coal  Mining 
Company,  with  amendments,  and  the  bill 
to  incorporate  Acadia  Lodge  of  Fi’eemasons, 
at  Pugwash,  with  amendments.  The  Com- 
mittee adjourned  and  reported. 

Mr.  Archibald  introduced  a hill  to  amend 
and  consolidate  the  laws  relating  to  lunacy. 
reciprocity  treaty 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  laid  on  the  table  copies  of 
correspondence  and  documents  connected 
with  ihe  Reciprocity  Treaty,  having  reference 
to  the  meeting  of  gentlemen  representing  the 
various  Provincial  governments  at  Quebec. 

Also  in  connection  therewith  minutes  and 
proceedings  of  the  government  of  Canada, 
despatches  relating  to  the  mission  to  Wash- 
ton,  etc. 

Hon.  Atty,  Gen.  said : In  submitting  these 
papers  to  the  notice  of  the  house,  I desire  to 
give  a few  explanations  in  reference  to  the 
action  taken  by  the  government,  and  the  rea- 
sons inducing  them  to  entertain  the  request 
embodied  in  these  documents  made  in  De- 
cember last  asking  the  government  to  join  in 
a delegation  to  Washington.  It  may  not  he 
generally  known  that  in  November  last  a de- 
putation from  the  Canadian  government,  con- 
sisting of  the  Finance  Minister  and  the  Post- 
master General  of  that  country  visited  Wash- 
ton.  After  arriving  in  that  city  and  commu- 
nicating with  the  British  Ambassador,  and  as- 
certaining from  the  public  authorities  that 
though  the  probabilities  were  that  the  Ameri- 
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can  government  would  not  engage  in  mea- 
sures for  the  renewal  of  the  treaty,  yet 
that  something  might  be  accomplished  by 
legislation,  these  gentlemen  returned  and 
the  results  of  their  enquiries'  being 
made  known  to  the  Government,  a Mi- 
nute of  Council  relating  to  the  matter  was 
adopted.  That  Minute  founded  on  the  Report 
of  the  delegates  sets  forth  the  absence  of  prob- 
ability of  treaty  arrangements  being  effected, 
but  states  that  inasmuch  as  a remedy  could 
not  be  afforded  by  concurrent  legislation  in 
time  for  the  17th  of  March  it  was  supposed, 
that  by  communication  with  the  American 
Congress  means  might  be  adopted  by  which 
Congress  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  would  postpone  the  operation  of  the  no- 
tice of  the  termination  of  the  Treaty  for  a year. 
Upon  the  reading  of  this  document  it  will  be 
seen  therefore  that  the  object  of  the  mission  to 
Washington  was  two-fold;  first  to  ascertain 
whether  an  agreement  could  be  come  to,  on 
the  faith  of  which  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  withdraw  the  notice  for  a 
year  or  suspend  its  operation  for  that  time, 
and  second  to  ascertain  whether  some  of  the 
subjects  forming  the  substance  of  the  treaty 
could  not  be  arranged  by  mutual  legislation. 
It  was  believed  that  though  some  of  those 
subjects  were  fit  only  for  treaty  arrangements, 
some  of  them  could  be  dealt  with  in  the  wa  v 
mentioned,  as  for  instance  matters  relating  to 
the  transit  trade  and  the  warehousing  of  goods. 
The  object  in  asking  for  delay  was  to  ascer- 
tain whether  some  satisfactory  agreement 
could  be  come  to  for  the  present,  and' to  ascer- 
tain whether  there  might  be  harmony  of  action 
between  the  Governments  of  the  different 
countries.  In  this  state  of  affairs  the  Admi- 
nistrator of  the  Government  of  Canada  ad- 
dressed to  Sir  W.  F.  Williams  a despatch  co- 
vering the  minute  of  Council  to  which  I have 
referred,  and  these  documents  were  received 
by  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  December  or  the  early  part  of  J anu- 
ary  last.  Entertaining  the  liveliest  feelings  in 
favour  of  some  arrangements  being  effected 
and  this  request  being  made,  the  government 
felt  they  had  but  one  course  of  action 
to  pursue.  If  they  declined  to  accede 
to  the  request  of  Canada  and  failure  had 
resulted,  they  would  have  been  fairly 
open  to  blame  for  not  endeavouring  to  obtain 
some  modification,  or  they  might  be  censured 
for  the  entire  abrogation  of  the  treaty.  In  that 
position,  and  having  little  time  for  delibera- 
tion, and  knowing  that  by  the  3rd  of  January 
the  delegates  would  leave  Canada,  the  govern- 
ment decided  to  meet,  by  a representation  con- 
sisting of  one  of  its  members,  the  gentlemen 
appointed  on  the  part  of  Canada,  having  first 
ascertained  that  it  was  the  intention  of  New 
Brunswick  also  to  send  a representative  for 
the  same  purpose.  That  course  having  been 
agreed  on,  my  colleague  and  friend  the  leader 
of  the  government  was  requested  to  take  on 
himself  the  duty  of  the  mission  ; but  unfortu- 
nately he  was  prevented  by  illness  from  ac- 
quiescing, aud  I,  having  been  requested  to 
take  his  place,  had  the  honor  of  performing 
these  services.  I immediately  took  my  depart- 
ure, met  the  other  delegates  in  New  York,  and 
after  remaining  there  for  a short  time  in  con- 
sultation, we  arrived  in  Washington  about  the 
the  15th  of  the  month,  and  immediately 


consulted  with  the  British  Ambassador. — 
After  paying  our  respects  to  that  officer,  we 
entered  into  a very  long  and  satisfactory  con- 
versation ou  the  whole  subject,  and  learned 
from  him  that  in  the  present  state  of  affairs  it 
would  be  utterly  useless  to  attempt  to  ask  a 
renewal  of  the  treaty;  we  suggested,  however, 
that  it  might  be  possible  to  obtain  a suspen- 
sion of  the  operat  ion  of  the  notice,  and  with  his 
concurrence  we  called  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
who  seemed  to  adopt  favorable  views 
to  the  continuance  of  negotiations.  The 
gentleman  suggested  that  the  best  means 
of  obtaining  the  terms  we  desired  would  be  to 
put  ourselves  into  communication  with  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  We  were  in- 
troduced to  that  committee,  detailed  the  ob- 
jects we  had  in  view,  and  debated  with  them 
all  the  subjects  embraced  iu  the  treaty.  We 
soon  ascertained  that  they  were  opposed  to  its 
continuance;  they  alleged  that  in  some  res- 
pects it  was  opposed  to  the  policy  of  their 
country  and  its  engagements,  and  that  it 
affected  treaties  which  had  been  enter- 
ed into  with  other  countries,  by  which 
those  countries  had  a right  to  be 
admitted  upon  the  like  favourable  terms. 
We  were  prepared  to  meet  that  difficulty;  and 
inasmuch  as  the  articles  in  the  free  list  were 
not  such  as  came  from  any  of  these  countries, 
we  suggested  that  that  obstacle  could  be  over- 
come by  including  in  special  or  general  terms 
the  countries  with  which  those  treaties  exist- 
ed. The  constitutionality  of  the  question  and 
of  this  mode  of  dealing  with  it  as  being  a usur- 
pation of  the  powers  of  Congress,  was  also  de- 
bated. The  committee  said  that  the  continu- 
ance of  the  treaty  hampered  their  action  when 
dealing  with  the  internal  taxation,  because  a 
cry  was  raised  by  their  own  producers,  who 
were  taxed  on  their  capital  and  on  their  pro- 
ductions, while  our  articles  were  imported  du- 
ty free.  These  objections  were  not  without 
some  force,  and  in  debating  them  we  suggest- 
ed means  whereby  the  producers  would  be  on 
an  equitable  footing,  and  reminded  them  that 
if  Congress  passed,  and  the  government  rati- 
fied the  treaty,  no  power  could  call  its  authority 
in  question.  These  difficulties  appeared  to  be 
thus  overcome,  but  we  felt  that  there  were  deep 
objections  ou  the  minds  of  the  committee 
to  the  continuance,  and  that  it  was  useless  to 
debate  matters  further.  In  view  of  the  great 
interests  at  stake,  and  knowing  that  the  trade 
relations  of  thirty  millions  of  people  were  in- 
volved, we  felt  we  would  not  be  doing  our 
duty  if  we  left  any  stone  unturned  by  which 
the  committee  could  be  brought  to  view  favor- 
ably propositions  for  reciprocal  free  trade. 
We  debated  the  matter  for  two  or  three  clays, 
and  after  obtaining  a favourable  hearing  we 
were  in  expectation  of  receiving  propositions 
as  we  could  fairly  consider,  but  I must  say  all 
of  us  felt  very  much  grieved  and  disappoint- 
ed on  receiving  the  document  which  has  been 
published.  Having  arrived  at  that  stage  of 
the  proceedings,  we  felt  we  would  not  be  con- 
sulting the  true  interests  of  those  whom  we 
represented  were  we  to  entertain  the  propo- 
sals, and  we  therefore,  after  declining  to  take 
them  into  consideration,  broke  up  the  negocia- 
tions.  We  subsequently  had  another  interview 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  upon 
explaining  to  him  the  differences  that  had 
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arisen,  he  recommended  that  we  should  remain 
for  a few  days  in  Washington  in  hopes  that 
something  might  be  done.  We  told  him  in 
reply  that  we  feared  such  a course  would  be 
of  no  service,  that  the  Committee, ^seeming  to 
have  come  to  a settled  determination,  our  fur- 
ther presence  would  be  objectionable,  and  we 
believed  we  would  not  only  be  consulting  our 
own  feelings,  but  the  interests  of  all  parties,  by 
leaving  the  remainder  of  the  matter  in  their 
hands.  Having  made  these  explanations,  I 
beg  to  bring  these  documents  to  the  notice  of 
the  House. 

CATTLE  DISEASE. 

Mr.  Hill  enquired  of  the  government 
whether  any  steps  had  been  taken  for  the  pre- 
vention of  the  cattle  disease.  He  thought  the 
importance  of  this  subject  could  not  be  over- 
rated. The  papers  arriving  from  the  old 
country  were  filled  with  the  discussion  of  the 
subject,  and,  looking  at  the  number  of  cattle 
owned  in  the  Province,  being  over  262,000  and 
the  great  rate  of  mortality  where  the  disease 
prevailed,  that  rate  being  about  10  000  per 
week,  the  necessity  of  taking  some  steps 
would  be  perceived. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  replied  that  the 
subject  was  under^the  consideration  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  that  it  was  their  intention  to 
introduce  a bill  relating  to  it. 

Mr.  Archibald  remarked  that  there  being 
scarcely  any  importations  of  live  cattle  or  of 
hides  into  the  country,  the  danger  did  not  seem 
imminent;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  well,  ne- 
vertheless, to  arm  the  Government  with  the 
powers  necessary  to  deal  with  any  emergency. 

Mr.  Hill  said  that  some  such  step  was  ne- 
cessary in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  disease 
might  be  imported  from  the  United  States. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  said  that  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session  of  the  United  States  Con- 
gress an  act  was  passed  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation of  cattle  from  any  country,  and  the  mea- 
sure having  the  effect  of  interrupting  a portion 
of  the  trade  with  countries  where  the  disease 
did  not  exist,  the  matter  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  American  Government  and  there- 
upon the  law  was  so  modified  as  to  vest  the 
power  of  making  the  necessary  regulations  in 
the  Government.  While  the  delegates  were 
in  Washington,  it  having  come  to  the  notice  of 
the  authorities  that  hides  were  being  imported, 
these  articles  were  put  in  quarantine,  and  it 
was  made  compulsory  that  even  the  cows  car- 
ried in  the  steamers  should  be  slaughtered  on 
their  arrival.  Possibly  it  would  only  be  ne- 
cessary to  put  animals  imported  in  quarantine 
until  the  disease  would  have  time  to  manifest 
itself,  but  in  the  States  it  did  not  appear  to  be 
known  whether  the  ten  or  twelve  days  pas- 
sage across  the  Atlantic  was  a sufficient  lapse 
of  time  to  prove  the  existence  of  the  disease  or 
not. 

Mr.  Archibald,  after  referring  to  the  vari- 
ous modes  by  which  the  disease  was  intro- 
duced, expressed  himself  in  favour  of  arming 
the  government  with  almost  arbitrary  power 
to  deal  with  any  difficulty  that  might  arise. 

Hon.Mr.  McFarlane  said  that  the  closer 
the  investigation  was  that  had  been  given  to 
the  subject,  the  less  able  were  scientific  men 
to  form  an  opinion  on  the  disease.  It  appear- 
ed incurable,  and  the  expedients  adopted  were 
so  extreme  as  not  only  to  require  that  the  in- 
fected animal  should  be  killed,  but  also  the 
whole  herd  with  which  it  had  associated. 


Mr.  Archibald  said  that  owing  to  the 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures  taken  in  France 
the  disease  appeared  to  have  been  crushed  out. 
in  that  country,  while  the  effort  had  failed  in 
England,  notwithstanding  the  sacrifices  that 
had  been  made. 

Mr.  Donald  Fraser  said  he  was  very  glad 
that  the  subject  had  been  brought  to  the  r o- 
tice  of  the  house ; — there  was  no  species  of  pro- 
perty upon  which  the  people  of  this  country 
set  so  high  a value  as  their  stock,  aud  the  in- 
troduction of  the  disease  would  be  a great  ca- 
lamity. He  observed  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada  had  adopted  all 
the  safeguards  in  their  power,  and  if  the  legis- 
lature here  could  adopt  any  measures  to  the 
same  end,  it  was  exceedingly  desirable  that  it 
should  do  so.  He  hoped  some  steps  would  be 
promptly  taken. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  he  was  not  aware  of  there 
being  any  importation  of  cattle  to  this  country 
except  for  the  improvement  of  stock,  and  the 
importation  of  hides  and  boras  was  also  very 
small.  It  appeared  from  the  reports  touching 
the  matter  in  England  that  the  disease  had 
baffled  all  the  skill  that  had  been  brought  to 
bear  on  it.  It  was  an  extraordinary  fact  that 
no  number  of  persons  engaged  iu  the  investi- 
gation had  agreed  as  to  the  manner  of  its  in- 
troduction into  England;  and  he  saw  another 
singular  fact  stated,  namely,  that  the  fox- 
hounds engaged  in  hunting  bad  been  the 
means  of  carrying  the  infection  into  counties. 
The^indiscriminate  slaughter  of  the  cattle,  he 
observed,  was  very  much  condemned.  He  was 
no  alarmist,  and  did  not  think  there  was  any 
immediate  danger  of  the  introduction  of  the 
disease  into  this  Province,  but  he  thought  it 
would  be  well  to  give  the  government  power 
to  prevent  importation  ,of  oattle  or  horses  from 
any  country  where  the  pest  should  make  its 
appearance. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  the  re- 
port of  the  Board  of  Works.  Referred  to  com- 
mittee on  Public  Accounts. 

Also  a letter  addressed  to  the  government  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  School  Commis- 
sioners for  the  city  of  Halifax  in  relation  to  the 
Halifax  Grammar  School. 

Mr.  Annand  presented  a petition  from  Jed- 
dore  asking  such  an  alteration  of  the  Educa- 
tion Act  as  to  substitute  assessment  for  volun- 
tary subscription. 

Also,  a petition  from  Waverly  in  relation  to 
a poll  tax. 

Also,  a petition  from  Waverly  asking  the 
substitution  of  a Post  Office  for  the  Way  Of- 
fice. He  remarked  that  15,000  letters  had 
passed  through  this  office  during  the  past  year. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  presented  a petition 
from  St.  Margaret’s  Bay  on  the  subject  of  edu- 
cation, asking  the  substitution  of  assessment 
for  voluntary  subscription. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  presented  a petition  from 
Port  Mulgrave  for  the  alteration  of  a mail 
route. 

Also,  a petition  from  the  Postmaster  of  Cape 
Can  so  for  an  increase  of  salary. 

COAL  MINING  LEASES. 

Hon.  Att’y  General  said  he  wished  to 
present  a petition  from  Colonel  Sinclair,  in  re- 
lation to  a subject  of  great  importance.  The 
petition,  he  said,  detailed  several  circum- 
stances which  would  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
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House  the  fact  that  there  was  a provision  in 
all  the  coal-mining  leases  for  their  termina- 
tion in  the  year  1886,  and  the  injurious  opera- 
tion of  this  provision  in  preventing  the  invest- 
ment of  British  capital  in  our  mines.  The 
petitioner  had  been  engaged  in  mining  opera- 
tions near  Sydney,  Cape  Breton,  aud  had  made 
arrangements  for  obtaining  the  necessary  capi- 
tal in  England;  all  the  preliminaries  had  been 
settled,  but  when  the  matter  \ as  referred  to 
solicitors  for  their  investigation,  they  reported 
that  the  time  was  so  short  that  they  could  not 
advise  the  investment.  It  would  be  for  the 
House  to  view  these  circumstances  and  to  con- 
sider their  bearing  upon  the  development  of 
our  mining  resources,  aud  if  the  time  were  so 
short  that  British  capital  could  not  be  em- 
ployed, it  would  be  for  the  House  to  consider 
whether  it  would  be  politic  to  extend  the 
period  of  these  leases.  It  was  a question  upon 
which  his  own  mind  was  not  entirely  made  up 
and  was  one  that  should  receive  careful  con- 
sideration, as  it  affected  to  a very  large  extent 
the  future  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  matter  was 
one  of  very  great  consequence.  The  first  dif- 
ficulty to  be  encountered  would  be  the  fact 
that  there  could  be  no  extension  of  the  leases 
without  an  extension  of  those  held  by  the 
General  Mining  Association. 

Hon.  Pnov.  Sec.  said  it  would  be  very  satis- 
factory to  have  an  expression  of  opinion  on 
the  question  from  members  generally,  with  a 
view  to  elicit  which  he  suggested  that  the 
petition  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present,  and 
that  a discussion  might  be  brought  on  when 
the  motion  to  refer  it  was  made.  It  was  a 
subject  of  immense  magnitude,  and  it  was 
clearly  the  policy  of  the  legislature  to  do  all  in 
its  power  to  aid  in  the  development  of  the 
country’s  resources.  He  confessed  that  when 
the  correspondence  was  first  submitted  to  his 
notice  his  feelings  had  been  against  the  ap- 
plication, but  on  a careful  review  he  had  come 
to  feel  that  it  should  receive  a careful  consi- 
deration from  the  house.  The  legislature  had 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  much  labour  and 
skill  introduced  into  the  mining  enterprises, 
but  he  did  not  need  to  remind  the  house  that 
the  great  proportion  of  that  capital  and  skill 
was  American,  However  satisfactory  this 
might  be,  and  he  was  delighted  to  see  this  en- 
terprise, he  would  much  rather  see  an  infu- 
sion of  British  capital,  and  if  it  were  found 
that  the  existing  legislation  on  the  subject 
tended  to  check  it,  the  question  would  arise 
whether  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  make  an 
extension  of  the  period.  It  was  well  known 
that  in  England  nothing  was  talked  of  but  a 
ninety-nine  years  lease,  and  therefore  when 
negotiations  came  to  be  opened  with 
capitalists  for  an  investment  in  a twen- 
ty years  lease,  two  or  three  years  of 
which  would  be  required  to  organize  and  make 
the  preliminary  arrangements,  leaving  but 
fourteen  or  fifteen  years  to  run,  it  was  natural 
they  should  shrink  back.  He  was  quite  satis- 
fied that  there  was  no  necessity  for  any  such 
hesitation — that  with  the  law  as  it  was,  capi- 
talists would  be  quite  safe  in  investing  in  mi- 
ning operations,  for  he  was  confident  that 
whatever  party  might  occupy  the  seats  of  the 
government,  the  most  equitable  view  would  be 
taken  of  the  position  of  those  who  had  em- 
barked their  resources  in  these  enterprises. 


Mr.  Archibald  said,  in  reference  to  the  in- 
troduction of  British  capital,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  that  was  not  the  source  from  which 
investments  might  be  expected  to  develop  our 
resources;  there  were  encumbrances  about 
their  machinery  that  were  inconsistent  with 
the  nature  of  the  undertaking.  The  best  inte- 
rests of  our  mining  trade,  he  thought,  were 
concerned  in  American  capital,  and  specula- 
tors in  the  United  States  had  this  advantage 
that  their  country  afforded  a market  for  coal 
they  raised.  It  was  well  known  that  since 
our  mines  had  been  obtained  for  the  posses- 
sion of  the  General  Minins?  Association  very 
rapid  strides  had  been  made.  The  time,  how- 
ever, he  said  was  advancing,  the  period  of  the 
leases  was  growing  shorter,  and  if  capitalists 
now  were  indisposed  to  invest,  how  great 
would  be  the  difficulty  in  a few  years  hence. 
It  was  therefore  becoming  necessary  to  review 
the  policy  of  the  country,  though  that  policy 
should  not  he  altered  without  a careful  consi- 
deration of  the  results  likely  to  follow.  He 
suggested  that  instead  of  discussing  the  ques- 
tion in  the  manner  proposed,  the  house  go  in- 
to committee  of  the  whole  on  the  present  state 
of  the  Province,  as  such  a course  would  he 
more  dignified. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  said  his  first  impres- 
sion was  that  as  there  were  no  details  there 
was  very  little  for  a committee  of  the  whole 
to  do,  but  he  acquiesced  in  the  proposition  and 
promised  to  bring  forward  a resolution  on  the 
following  day,gupon  the  moving  of  which  the 
House  could  go  into  Committee. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  the  results  Qf  Col. 
Sinclair’s  endeavors  to  obtain  the  co-operation 
of  British  capitalists  did  not  surprise  him. 
When  the  sum  to  be  invested  and  the  works  to 
be  undertaken— the  railroads,  shafts,  and  tram- 
roads — were  taken  into  consideration,  the 
answer  given  would  he  seen  to  he  only  what 
might  have  been  expected  when  the  unexpired 
period  of  the  leases  were  so  short.  Although 
it  was  believed  here  that  there  would  be  very 
little  opposition  to  their  renewal,  yet  persons 
abroad  were  notable  to  judge  of  the  probabil- 
ities, and  would  not  be  disposed  to  engage  in 
the  enterprise  without  some  further  guaran- 
tee than  they  possessed.  It  was  therefore  ne- 
cessary to  deal  with  the  question  in  a liberal 
spirit; — capital  might  be  advantageously  ob- 
tained in  England,  he  thought,  for  mining  un- 
dertakings, hut  England  was  not  our  market, 
and  the  United  States  must  he  looked  to  for 
the  consumption. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec  remarked  that  it  was  easy 
to  impress  upon  American  visitors  the  fact 
that  there  would  he  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
a renewal  of  the  leases,  hut  it  was  not  so  easy 
to  impress  that  fact  upon  others. 

The  house  then  adjourned  until  next  day. 


Wednesday,' March  7, 1866. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Bourinot  presented  a petition  from  the 
inhabitants  cf  Louisburg  praying  for  additional 
mail  communication. 

Also— A petition  from  the  merchants  and 
others  of  Cow  Bay  Mines  for  increase  of  the 
salary  of  the  Postmaster,  and  for  the  extension 
of  the  Money  Order  system  to  the  Post  Office 
there. 

Also— A petition  from  the  merchants  and 
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others,  engaged  in  mining  at  Bridgeport  Mines, 
for  the  establishment  of  a Way  Office. 

Also — A petition  from  James  Lamey,  pray- 
ing for  redress  in  consequence  of  a tract  of 
laud  having  been  granted  to  another,  to  which 
the  petitioner  had  the  best  and  most  rightful 
claim. 

MILITIA  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Parker  said  he  wished  to  call  the  notice 
of  the  House  and  of  the  Reporter  especially  to 
the  remarks  made  by  him  in  reference  to  this 
service.  He  said  he  had  been  represented  as 
saying  that  “ the  Adjutants  should  have  been 
learning  barrack  duty  instead  of  skulking 
about  town  so  much?”  He  had  intended  to 
express  the  opinion  that  these  officers  should 
%ave  been  learning  this  duty,  while  receiving 
^he  ordinary  instructions,  believing  both  bran- 
ches of  duty  necessary  to  make  a soldier,  and 
lie  had  also  alluded  to  tent  duty  when  the  sea- 
i jn  permitted.  He  did  not  wish  however,  to 
•J)e  understood  as  saying  that  the  young  men 
eo  engaged  neglected  their  duty — he  believed 
riey  were  as  attentive  as  could  be  desii-ed. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  he  was  glad  that  this 
explanation  had  been  given,  because  he  had 
. understood  the  hon.  gentleman  to  use  precise- 
ry  the  language  reported,  although  he  thought 
he  had  not  meant  to  convey  the  impression  that 
had  been  created.  The  fact  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  had  been  intended  would  now  go  to  the 
country,  and  justice  would  be  done  to  those  to 
whom  the  allusion  was  made.  In  reference  to 
the  Reporting,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  feeling 
all  round  was  that  every  effort  was  made  by  the 
Reporters  to  take  down  as  correctly  as  possible 
the  substance  of  what  was  said."  There  was 
sometimes  very  great  difficulty  in  hearing  what 
was  said,  especially  by  gentlemen  at  the  fur- 
ther portions  of  the  House;— some  members 
spoke  in  so  low  a tone  that  he  was  frequently 
surprised  at  the  Reporters  being  able  to  ascer- 
tain the  substance  of  their  address.  The  volume 
of  debates  for  the  two  last  Sessions  and  the 
amount  of  matter  reported  and  published  very 
far  exceeded  the  contract  made  by  the  Repor- 
ter, to  whom  in  justice  he  felt  bound  to  make 
these  remarks. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr  Locke  presented  a petition  from  James 
McKay,  Way  Office  Keeper,  for  increase  of 
salary. 

Also — a petition  from  Shelburne  relative  to 
certain  claims  to  school  lands. 

Mr  Townsend  presented  a petition  from 
merchants  and  shipowners  of  Yarmouth  for  a 
fog  whistle.  He  said  that  the  fog  bell  now  in 
use  was  not  heard  at  a distance  and  much  in- 
convenience had  been  experienced. 

Also — A petition  from  trustees  of  a school 
in  Yarmouth  asking  a return  of  duties  paid  on 
school  furniture. 

Also — A petition  from  lumberers  and  others 
asking  an  extra  grant  in  aid  of  a bridge  in  the 
county. 

Also — A 'petition  for  an  increase  of  the  sala- 
ry of  the  Postmaster  of  Yarmouth. 

The  hon  gentleman  strongly  urged  these  peti- 
tions upon  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
Government. 

Mr  Heffernan  presented  a petition  from 
inhabitants  of  St.  Mary’s  for  a grant  to  a bridge 
across  West  River. 

Mr  Cowie  presented  a petition  from  inhabi- 
tants of  Milton  asking  aid  for  a bridge. 


Mr  Jas  Fraser  presented  a petition  for  a 
Way  Office  near  New  Glasgow,  in  the  County 
of  Pictou. 

Mr  Hebb  presented  a petition  from  Andrew 
and  others  for  additional  mail  accommodation 
in  Lunenburg  County. 

Also — A petition  for  the  appointment  of  La- 
Have  as  a ]x>rt  of  entry. 

Mr  J OST,  in  reference  to  the  latter  petition , 
said  that  vessels  were  at  present  obliged  to  go 
twelve  or  fourteen  miles  beyond  their  destina- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  entering,  and  the  result 
was  that  a great  deal  of  smuggling  ensued.  He 
hoped  that  the  petition  would  be  favorably  con- 
sidered. Referred  to  Committee  on  Trade  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr  Allison  presented  a petition  from  Greeu 
Field  for  aid  to  build  a bridge. 

Also,  a petition  for  such  amendment  of  the 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  relating  to 
Fires  and  Firewardens  as  would  give  the  Ses- 
sions the  power  to  assess  for  the  value  of  build- 
ings pulled  down  to  prevent  the  spread  of  a con- 
flagration. Mr  Allison  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a Bill  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  this 
petition. 

PILOTAGE. 

Mr  Donald  Fraser  x>resented  a petition 
from  merchants,  shipowners,  and  others  of  Pic- 
tou and  New  Glasgow  on  tlxe  subject  of  the 
laws  relating  to  pilots.  He  said  that  last  year 
he  presented  a similar  petition  and  that  the- 
present  one  was  signed  by  100  persons,  50  of 
whom  were  shipowners,  and  including  the  di- 
rectors of  three  Insurance  Companies.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  recent  loss  of  a vessel  at  the  port, 
of  Pictou  as  illustrating  the  injudicious  effect 
of  the  present  law  in  lessening  the  efficiency  of 
pilots. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  this  subject  had  been 
before  the  House  for  years,  and  action  had 
been  taken  on  it  by  che  Legislature  during  the- 
two  past  sessions.  In  1864,  he  said,  the  exist- 
ing law  was  passed  by  an  overwhelming  majo- 
rity, and  in  1865  it  was  retained  by  a vote  of  33 
to  12,  notwithstanding  that  the  Financial  Se- 
cretary had  urged  with  his  usual  ability  every 
argument  that  could  be  advanced.  Why  should 
the  interests  of  forty  or  fifty  shipowners  con- 
trol the  action  of  the  Legislature,  while- 
more  than  a thousand  of  signatures  could 
be  obtained  to  a contrary  petition  throughout 
the  country?  There  were  300  or 400  shipowners 
opposed  to  the  alteration  in  his  county  alone. 
He  thought  it  wrong  that  the  time  of  the  House 
should  be  occupied  with  such  a petition.  The 
case  stated  by  the  hon  member  on  introducing 
it  proved  nothing  unless  it  could  be  said  that 
no  vessels  under  the  old  system  had  been 
wrecked  at  the  port  of  Pictou. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  had  been  well 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
stated,  and  they  led  him  to  the  belief  that  if  the 
law  were  retained,  the  port  of  Pictou  would 
eome  to  be  regarded  as  the  most  dangerous  iu 
the  Province.  Practically,  the  law  was  only 
applicable  to  that  port,  but  he  was  aware  that 
the  ground  ou  which  the  change  was  opposed 
was  extremely  plausible, — the  inhabitants  of 
Cape  Breton  felt  that  they  were  either  preclud- 
ed from  navigating  their  own  vessels  in  enter- 
ing the  harbour  or  else  were  obliged  to  pay  for 
a service  they  did  not  wish  performed,  but  the 
fact  was  that  pilots,  by  the  present  system,  did 
not  receive  the  encouragement  necessary  to 
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maintain  their  proficiency,  and  after  making 
exertions  and  going  out  to  vessels  entering, 
their  services  might  be  declined,  and  their  trou- 
ble would  be  in  vain,  for  though  vessels  not  de- 
siring a pilot  were  required  to  display  a flag  at 
five  miles  distance,  yet  that  signal  could  not 
very  well  be  discerned  in  case  of  a storm.  His 
own  judgment  had  gone  a long  way  with  the 
non  member  for  Richmond  last  year,  but  his 
views  were  changed  to  a great  extent  by  facts 
which  bad  come  to  his  knowledge  since. 

Mr.  Donald  Fraser,  in  reply  to  Mr  Miller, 
said  he  had  been  informed  by  an  old  pilot  that 
there  had  been  no  instance  knowu  of  a vessel 
being  lost  while  in  charge  of  a pilot  in  entering 
or  leaving  the  port  of  Pictou.  There  was  a 
great  difference  between  Pictou  and  other  har- 
bours, because  at  that  p’ace  the  pilots  were  ob- 
liged to  keep  up  superior  and  more  expensive 
kinds  of  boats. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  the  existing  regu- 
lations seemed  to  place  Pictou  in  a different 
postion  from  other  ports.  The  question, 
whether  the  effect  of  such  legislation  was  tc  in- 
terfere with  the  security  of  property,  was  a 
very  serious  one.  So  hard  was  the  operation 
of  the  present  law  that  many  of  the  pilots  had 
sold  their  boats  and  engaged  in  piloting  vessels 
to  and  from  the  Strait  of  Canso,  leaving  the 
duties  to  be  discharged  in  a manner  not  so  effi- 
cient as  the  shiping  interest  required.  If  these 
were  the  facts,  some  steps  should  be  taken 
either  by  alteration  or  repeal  of  the  existing 
regulations. 

Mr.  Miller  denied  the  accuracy  of  the  state- 
ment that  existing  legislation  placed  the  port 
of  Pictou  in  different  circumstances  from  those 
of  any  other  port.  If  the  proposed  alteration 
were  merely  to  the  effect  that  the  pilotage 
should  be  raised,  that  might  be  a matter  worthy 
of  consideration. 

Mr  D fraser  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill,  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr  Hill  presented  a petition  from  the  Post 
Master  of  Hantsport  asking  for  an  increase  of 
salary. 

Mr  S McDonnell  presented  a petition  for 
the  Post  Master  of  Mabou  asking  for  an  in- 
crease of  salary. 

Also,  a petition  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Money  Order  Office  at  Mabou. 

Also,  a petition  with  455  signatures  on  the 
subject  of  Confederation. 

CONFEDERATION. 

Mr.  Annand  wished  to  ask  a question  of  the 
government  in  connection  with  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House.  He  had  seen  a paragraph  in 
the  organ  of  the  government,  the  Colonist , 
which  he  thought  required  an  explanation  — 
The  paragraph  alluded  to  a certain  meeting 
recently  held  at  Cornwall,  known  to  be  repre- 
sented by  John  Sand  field  Macdonald,  a late 
Premier  of  Canada;  without  further  preface,  he 
would  read  the  following  curious  statement 
from  the  paper  referred  to 

;t  From  Canada  —Cornwall,  Canada , March 
-.—At  a public  demonstration  and  dinner  to 
the  members  of  the  Government  last  night, 
speeches  were  made  by  Galt,  Howland,  Mac- 
donald and  Cartier.  Macdonald  asserted  that 
the  Confederation  of  the  Provinces  was  now 
certain  to  take  place  in  a few  weeks." 


He  would  attach  very  little  importance  to 
this  declaration  if  it  did  not  come  from  a source 
like  that  of  the  Attorney  General  West  of 
Canada,  and  had  not  been  republished  by  the 
organ  of  the  government  of  Nova  Scotia.  It 
was  a matter  of  very  serious  import  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  province  when  fhey  learned  from 
such  authority  that  their  rights  and  privileges 
were  to  be  swept  away  without  their  being  con- 
sulted. It  was  time,  he  thought,  to  ask  the  go- 
vernment whether  they  had  any  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  which  might  give  the  House 
and  country  to  understand  what  was  meant  by 
the  significant  remarks  of  the  Canadian  states- 
man. He  would  also  like  to  know  whether  the 
government  were  prepared  to  state  if  Confede- 
ration was  to  take  place  without  consulting  the 
House  or  without  being  referred  to  the  people 
of  this  country. 

Hon  Prov  Sec’y  said  that  now  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  believing  that  there  was  no  prece- 
dent—no  ordinary  rules  that  could  be  expected 
to  measure  the  scope  of  the  ingenuity  of  the 
hon  gentleman  who  had  just  addressed  the 
House.  He  thought  it  rather  a curious  course 
for  him  to  ask  for  an  explanation  of  speeches 
made  at  a public  dinner  in  another  province. — 
The  hon  gentleman  must  certainly  be  attempt- 
ing a joke  at  the  expense  of  the  administration 
when  he  propounded  such  a question,  and  asked 
them  to  give  an  explicit  answer.  He  (DrT) 
could  certainly  say  that  he  had  no  information 
that  enabled  him  to  state  upon  what  data  Mr 
Macdonald  made  such  statements  as  those  re- 
ferred to.  He  had  certainly  read  these  state- 
ments with  just  as  much  surprise  as  had  the 
hon  member  himself.  As  respects  the  position 
of  the  question  of  Confederation,  it  was  almost 
unnecessary  to  say  much  to  the  House.  As 
every  gentleman  was  aware,  it  had  not  at  any 
time  been  brought  forward  as  a Government 
measure.  Inasmuch  as  the  Government  had 
obtained  the  services  and  co-operation  of  lead- 
ing gentlemen  of  the  Opposition,  they  could 
not  bring  forward  the  subject  in  a party  as- 
pect. Gentlemen  who  had  held  responsible 
positions  in  conection  with  the  party  opposed 
to  that  now  in  power  were  invited  to  give  their 
assistance  to  the  Government  in  relation  to  this 
great  question.  It  was  therefore  impossible  to 
present  the  question  except  as  one  in  which 
both  members  of  the  Government  and  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  Opposition  took  a deep 
interest.  In  that  condition  the  question  had 
been  brought  down  to  the  House  to  be  consid- 
ered and  dealt  with  in  such  a manner  as  it 
should  direct.  Before  the  question  was  brought 
up  during  the  session  of  1865,  circumstances 
transpired  in  the  neighboring  Province  which 
gave  a new  aspect  to  matters. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Brunswick, 
in  the  exercise  of  his  judgment,  dissolved  the 
Legislature,  and  the  result  was  that  an  over- 
whelming number  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
returned  declared  themselves  hostile  to  the 
proposed  scheme  of  Union  arranged  at  Quebec. 
That  having  taken  place,  the  House  would  at 
once  see  that  the  Government  of  this  Province 
and  the  gentlemen  interested  in  the  question 
found  themselves  placed  in  an  entirely  altered 
position.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
whilst  he  believed  that  the  scheme  of  Union  as 
devised  at  Quebec  was  of  vast  and  vital  impor- 
tance to  British  North  America — and  to  no  por- 
tion of  it  more  than  to  Nova  Scotia— yet,  under 
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existing  circumstances,  he  considered  that  the 
question  was  in  that  condition  that  it  could  not 
he  dealt  with  practically.  It  was  obvious  that 
whilst  New  Brunswick  assumed  such  an  atti- 
tude, Nova  Scotia,  however  favorable  to  Union, 
could  not  stir  in  the  matter.  When  the  Legis- 
lature was  called  together  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, the  circumstances  that  existed  last  year 
still  continued,  and  it  would  he  altogether  fu- 
tile for  Nova  Scotia  to  move  at  present.  Should 
the  time  come  when  the  question  could  betak- 
en up,  not  as  a hypothetical  measure,  but  in  a 
definite,  practical  shape,  it  would  be  quite  time 
enough  for  the  Government  to  declare  their 
policy.  He  had  never  shrunk  from  expressing 
his  opinions  fully  and  explicitly  whenever  this 
great  question  had  come  up.  He  could  not  un- 
derstand the  position  of  the  hon.  member  for 
East  Halifax,  who  declared  himself  opposed  to 
the  scheme  of  Union,  and  yet  at  the  same  time 
exhibited  such  a strong  anxiety  to  bring  the 
question  to  the  notice  of  the  House.  He  could 
only  hope  that  the  hon.  gentleman — and  he  ar- 
gued from  his  views  as  propounded  elsewhere 
— had  seen  the  error  of  his  ways,  and  was  now 
anxious  to  make  all  the  atonement  he  could. 
He  believed,  indeed,  that  that  hon.  gentleman 
had  elsewhere  gone  so  far  as  to  charge  the  Go- 
vernment with  a dereliction  of  duty,  because 
they  had  not  pressed  the  question  on  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  the  hon.  Provin- 
cial Secretary  had  not  given  that  answer  to  the 
questions  put  to  him  that  was  expected  of  him. 
That  hon.  gentleman  had  exercised  some  in- 
genuity in  asserting  that  the  statement  in  ques- 
tion was  an  after-dinner  speech,  and  that 
therefore  there  wa3  no  reliance  to  be  placed 
upon  it. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  said  that  he 
would  be  very  sorry  to  charge  the  members  of 
any  Administration  with  making  statements 
in  which  no  reliance  could  be  placed. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  went  on  to  say  that  the 
Provincial  Secretary  had  certainly  said  that  it 
was  an  after-dinner  speech ; but  did  not  every- 
body know  that  the  British  Colonist , the  organ 
of  the  Government,  had  republished  the  state- 
ment. But  not  only  did  the  Canadian  states- 
man in  question  make  the  speech,  but  there 
was  a number  of  other  prominent  public  men 
of  Canada  present  who  apparently  endorsed 
the  statement.  The  old  adage  said,  In  vino 
veritas;  and  we  might  therefore  fairly  assume 
that  the  gentleman  who  spoke  under  such  in- 
fluences spoke  the  truth.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  might  be  considered  a legitimate  argument 
against  union  with  Canada  if  we  were  told  that 
its  public  men  were  persons  of  such  a charac- 
ter that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  their 
statements.  He  could  not  understand  the  ar- 
gument of  the  Provincial  Secretary  in  respect 
to  New  Brunswick.  What  had  that  Province 
to  do  with  Nova  Scotia?  We  were  able  to  at- 
tend to  our  own  affairs,  independent  of  the  ac- 
tion of  any  other  Colony.  He  would  not  dwell 
further  on  the  subject  at  present,  except  to  say 
that  the  Provincial  Secretary  had  not  given  an 
answer  to  the  question  put  to  him  by  the  hon. 
member  for  East  Halifax,  namely — Whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  force 
the  measure  upon  the  House  and  country,  with- 
out an  appeal  to  the  people?  Until  that  ques- 
tion was  answered,  the  House  must  believe 
that  there  was  something  in  the  significant 


statement  made  by  the  Hon.  John  A.  Macdon- 
ald. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  said  that  he  was 
glad  that  the  hon.  member  for  Guysboro  had 
called  his  attention  to  a question  which  he  had 
forgotten  to  answer.  He  would  without  hesi- 
tation say  that  the  Government  would  not  be 
a party  to  any  action  outside  of  the  Legislature 
that  would  interfere  with  the  constitution  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Annand  said  that  the  Provincial  Secre- 
tary had  sat  down  without  answering  the 
question  put  to  him — whether  any  attempt 
would  be  made  to  obtain  Confederation  without 
an  appeal  to  the  people.  On  that  important 
point  the  hon.  gentleman  had  been  entirely 
silent,  and  the  House  and  country  would  un- 
doubtedly understand  his  reasons.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  said  that  the  question  of  Union 
was  an  open  one,  and  the  enquiry  naturally 
suggested  itself,  were  the  members  of  the  Ad- 
ministration united  on  the  measure  or  not. 
Looking  at  some  of  the  gentlemen  whose 
opinions  he  (Mr.  A.)  knew  pretty  well,  he  be- 
lieved that  they  were  not  unanimous.  On  the 
other  hand,  looking  at  the  records  to  be  found 
in  the  Assembly,  he  would  be  inclined  to  say 
that  they  were  unanimous.  He  would  now 
ask  the  Provincial  Secretary  to  explain  the 
fact,  that  he  had  not  carried  out  the  pledge  he 
had  made  to  his  colleagues  at  Quebec — that  he 
would  submit  this  question  to  the  House  and 
country.  The  spirited  gentleman,  who  was  re- 
cently Premier  of  New  Brunswick,  put  the 
question  to  the  people  of  that  Province,  and 
redeemed  his  pledge.  The  question  had  been 
submitted  for  consideration  in  P.E.  Island,  and 
in  Newfoundland. — The  Gov.  of  the  latter  Pro- 
vince had  shown  he  was  bound  to  submit  the 
question  irrespective  of  his  advisers.  How  was 
it  that  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  occupied 
a position  so  very  different?  He  thought  that 
the  Provincial  Secretary  was  shirking  the 
question  when  he  should  deal  with  it  manfully 
— be  prep  ared  to  stand  or  fall  upon  it. 

Hon  Attorney  General  replied  that  when 
he  had  read  the  statement  in  question,  he  con- 
sidered that  the  government  of  this  country 
had  very  little  responsibility  in  connection 
with  Confederation.  In  view,  however,  of  all 
that  the  hon.  member  for  East  Halifax  had  ex- 
pressed elsewhere  in  respect  to  Hon.  J.  A. 
Macdonald,  it  was  very  remarkable  that  he 
should  now  be  prepared  to  attach  the  slightest 
credence  to  anything  that  hon.  gentleman  had 
said. 

He  (Mr.  H.)  could  certainly  say  that  he  was 
not  informed  whether  the  expressions  referred 
to  were  actually  made,  or  if  made,  what  foun- 
dation they  had.  He  had  not  the  slightest  idea 
what  the  object  was  in  making  these  state- 
ments which  appeared  to  startle  some  gentle- 
men so  exceedingly.  It  might  be  supposed 
with  much  reason  that  the  Attorney  General 
West  had  heard  a good  deal  about  reported 
changes  of  public  sentiment  in  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  believed  that  the  Provinces  were 
nearer  to  Confederation  than  they  had  been 
for  the  past  year.  Mr.  Macdonald  might  think 
that  the  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia,  when  it 
found  that  the  neighboring  Province  was  ready 
to  accept  union,  would  consider  whether  it 
should  not  take  up  the  question,  and  deal  with 
it  practically.  He  (Mr.  H.)  was,  however,  en- 
tirely like  a man  groping  in  the  dark  when  he 
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attempted  any  explanations  for  statements  of 
which  he  knew  really  nothing  whatever  per- 
sonally. It  was  difficult  to  understand  how 
the  hon.  member  for  Guysboro’  could  show  the 
House  that  this  Province  might  stir  in  the  mat- 
ter of  union  independent  of  the  action  of  New 
Brunswick.  A glance  at  the  map,  and  the 
respective  geographical  positions  of  the  Pro- 
vinces of  British  North  America,  would  be  a 
sufficient  answer  to  any  reasonable  man.  If 
New  Brunswick  erected  a barrier  between 
Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  we  had  to  wait  until 
she  decided  to  take  it  down.  It  was  somewhat 
amusing  to  hear  the  member  for  East  Halifax 
complain  that  the  delegates  had  not  carried  out 
the  pledges  made  at  Quebec.  If  any  pledges 
had  been  violated  the  hon.  member  surely  was 
not  the  proper  party  to  complain.  That  hon. 
gentleman’s  policy  should  be  to  say  nothing  as 
long  as  he  saw  the  Government  were  not  mov- 
ing in  respect  to  a measure  to  which  he  pro- 
fessed so  much  hostility.  No  doubt  the  gentle- 
men to  whom  such  pledges  were  stated  to  have 
been  made  perfectly  understood  the  position  of 
this  Province — that  as  long  as  New  Brunswick 
opposed  the  scheme,  it  was  impracticable.  The 
question  was  not  a Government  one,  and  with 
what  fairness  then  were  they  asked  to  decide 
upon  a policy  in  the  formation  of  which  other 
gentlemen  were  entitled  to  a voice?  The  ques- 
tion of  union  was  one  concerning  the  whole 
people  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  could  not  be  treated 
in  a party  aspect. — Political  parties  were  divid- 
ed on  the  subject;  members  of  the  government 
were  sustained  by  influential  gentlemen  of  the 
opposition ; and  it  was  therefore  impossible  to 
treat  it  except  as  an  open  question.  It  was 
quite  time  to  say  whether  the  question  should 
be  submitted  to  the  people  or  not,  when  it 
could  come  up  in  a practical  shape.  That  was 
an  important  constitutional  question  that 
should  be  decided  within  the  walls  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  the  government  would  be  going  be- 
yond their  functions  if  they  interferred  with  its 
decision.  The  government  had  no  policy  on 
the  subject,  and  could  not  come  to  any  decision 
upon  it  until  the  necessity  for  action  arose. 

Mr.  Mclelan  said  that  no  doubt  the  Provin- 
cial Secretary  and  the  Attorney  General  had 
sufficient  reason  for  surprise  that  the  hon  mem- 
ber for  East  Halifax  should  base  an  enquiry 
upon  anything  that  Canadian  statesmen  might 
say.  Perhaps  these  two  gentlemen  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  understanding  the  character  and 
habits  of  some  of  the  public  men  of  Canada, 
and  were  perfectly  well  aware  what  faith  was 
to  be  put  in  their  after-dinner  speeches.  But 
persons  who  had  not  this  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  peculiarities  of  Canadian  gentlemen, 
naturally  felt  a great  deal  of  astonishment  on 
reading  such  announcements  as  that  in  ques- 
tion. When  such  statements  were  published  in 
an  organ  of  the  men  in  power  it  was  high  time 
for  those  who  valued  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people  to  make  a move;  and  he  was  there- 
fore glad  that  the  hon  member  for  East  Hali- 
fax had  made  the  enquiry  he  had.  No  doubt  it 
would  be  satisfactory  to  learn  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  government  were  ignorant  of  any 
such  arrangement  as  that  intimated  by  Mr. 
J ohn  A.  Macdonald. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr  C J Campbell  presented  the  following 
petitions: 

One  from  Bedque,  asking  for  a change  in  a 


mail  route  from  Plaister  Cove  to  that  town. 

One  from  J S McNeil,  of  Grand  Narrows, 
asking  for  an  increase  of  salary  as  ferryman  at 
that  place. 

One  from  a number  of  .inhabitants  of  Bede- 
que,  asking  for  a special  grant  for  a nqw  line  of 
road  from  Bedeque  River  to  that  town. 

One  from  D Morrison  and  other  inhabitants 
of  St.  Ann’s,  asking  for  a new  line  of  road. 

One  from  M McLean,  ferryman,  asking  for 
an  increase  of  salary. ' 

One  asking  for  a grant  of  money  for  a road  to 
Gillis’s  Point. 

One  from  76  inhabitants  of  Cape  North,  com- 
plaining of  an  act  passed  by  the  House  in  1862 
in  respect  to  church  property. 

One  from  inhabitants  of  Washabuck,  for  aid 
towards  a road. 

Mr.  S.  MacDonnell  presented  two  petitions 
(similar  to  that  presented  by  Mr  Campbell  from 
Cape  North)  from  River  Dennis  and  from 
Whycocomagh. 

(A  bill  on  the  subject  of  these  petitions  has 
been  introduced.) 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  presented  a petition,  and 
introduced  a bill,  in  reference  to  the  Union  and 
Axe  Fire  Companies  of  Halifax ; also,  the  peti- 
tion of  J.  S.  Thompson.  Superintendent  of  Mo- 
ney Order  Office,  Halifax,  for  an  increase  of  sa- 
lary. 

Mr.  S.  MacDonnell  introduced  an  aot  to 
incorporate  the  Strait  of  Canso  Marine  Railway 
Company. 

Mr.  Pryor  introduced  a bill  to  incorporate 
the  Merigomish  Coal  Mining  Company;  also 
presented  a petition  from  J.  Kirby  and  ninety 
others,  praying  for  the  substitution  of  assess- 
ment instead  of  voluntary  subscription  for  the 
support  of  schools. 

Mr.  McKay  presented  a petition  from  300 
persons  of  West  Pictou,  asking  that  the  Gov- 
ernment depute  an  engineer  to  lay  off  a certain 
line  of  road. 

Mr.  Longley  presented  a petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Annapolis,  living  in  the  vicinity 
of  Paradise,  asking  the  Legislature  to  empower 
the  sessions  to  lay  off  a certain  space  of  land 
for  the  purpose  of  a public  landing.  He  urged 
the  claims  of  the  petitions  to  favorable  consi- 
deration. 

Mr.  Balcam  presented  a petition  from  Ecum 
Secutn  River,  between  Guysboro’  and  East 
Halifax,  in  reference  to  a line  of  road. 

HOSPITAL  FOR  INSANE. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  laid  on  the  table  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent  of 
the  Hospital  for  the  Insane.  He  stated  that 
the  number  of  admissions  has  been  forty-six,  or 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  applica- 
tions have  been  far  beyond  the  power  to  re- 
ceive. Fifty  were  discharged,  of  whom  no  less 
than  fifty-eight  were  restored.  The  centre 
building  and  north  wing  are  under  contract, 
and  the  work  is  being  vigorously  forwarded. 
Accomodation  will  be  given  for  ninety  addi- 
tional patients.  The  necessity  for  enlargement 
was  universally  acknowledged.  A new  coal 
shed  (much  required)  has  been  built  near  the 
boiler  house ; the  grounds  have  been  improved, 
and  additional  land  brought  under  cultivation. 
An  important  drain  has  been  constructed  into 
the  harbor,  and  a new  road  made.  The  con- 
tract price  of  beef,  flour,  &c.,  has  been  higher 
than  usual,  causing  an  advance  in  the  cost  of 
maintenance;  the  present  average  for  provi- 
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sions  is  $55.04  per  annum  per  patient.  The  ex- 
pense for  attendance,  however,  is  lower  than 
last  year.  Taking  both  items  together,  the  ex- 
cess over  1864  is  at  the  rate  for  each  inmate  of 
$7.10  per  annum.  The  report  contains,  for  the 
first  time,  tables  recommended  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  for  all  colonial  asylums.  The  statis- 
tics compare  favorably  with  the  best  of  these 
institutions. 

DELEGATION  TO  WEST  INDIES,  ETC. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  a copy  of 
correspondence  relative  to  foreign  trade, 
and  in  doing  so,  stated  that  his  colleague  and 
himself,  when  in  England,  had  called  the 
attention  of  the  Colonial  Minister  to  the  im- 
portance of  no  measures  being  taken  in  refer- 
ence to  questions  of  colonial  trade,  unless  the 
Provinces  were  consulted.  The  subject  re- 
ceived the  favourable  consideration  of  the 
Imperial  Government,  and  a despatch  was 
sent  out,  in  the  first  instance,  to  Sir  Frederick 
Bruce,  directing  him  to  give  every  opportunity 
to  the  Provinces  to  express  their  views  in  con- 
nection with  the  Reciprocity  Treaty.  In  order 
to  place  the  governments  of  the  Previnces  in  a 
still  better  position,  the  Imperial  Government 
decided  to  authorise  the  G overnor  General  to 
call  together  a Confederate  Council  on  com- 
mercial matters  relative  to  the  Colonies.—- 
Whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  exist  in 
respect  to  a political  Union  of  British  North 
America,  no  one  could  deny  that  it  was  of  un- 
doubted advantage  to  the  Provinces  that  they 
should  be  able  to  deal  efficiently  with  all  mat- 
ters affecting  their  trade.  Accordingly  the 
Governor  General  called  a council  at  Quebec, 
which  took  up  and  considered  the  most  advis- 
able course  to  pursue  in  reference  to  the  pror 
bable  abrogation  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty. — 
Among  other  things  they  resolved : — 

“ That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  would 
be  highly  desirable  that  application  be  made  to 
Her  Majesty’s  Imperial  Government,  request- 
ing that  steps  be  taken  to  enable  the  British 
North  American  Provinces  to  open  communi- 
cations with  the  West  India  Islands,  with 
Spain  and  her  Colonies,  and  with  Brazil  and 
and  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  in 
what  manner  the  traffic  of  the  Provinces  with 
these  countries  could  be  extended,  aud  placed 
on  a more  advantageous  footing.” 

The  Imperial  Government  entertained  the 
proposal  in  the  most  favourable  manner,  and 
authorised  the  appointment  of  colonial  dele- 
gates— not  for  the  purpose  of  making  treaties, 
for  that  would  he  impossible,  but  to  visit  the 
countries  in  question,  and  see  whether  any 
arrangement  might  not  be  made  for  the  exten- 
sion of  colonial  trade.  A reference  to  the  sta- 
tistics would  show  that  a very  large  portion  of 
the  trade  between  this  Province  and  the  United 
States  had  been  a transit  trade — that  the 
articles  exported  to  the  United  States  had 
been  to  a large  extent  transferred  to  the  coun- 
tries referred  to.  It  was  naturally  supposed 
that  if  a*trade  could  be  got  up  directly  with 
these  countries  a great  boon  would  be  confer- 
red on  the  Province  in  case  of  the  abrogation 
of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty.  He  was  notable  as 
yet  to  lay  on  the  table  an  official  report  of  the 
progress  that  the  delegation  was  making,  but 
lie  was  glad  to  say  that  the  news  he  had 
already  received  was  of  a most  encouraging 
character. 


THE  PENITENTIARY. 

Mr.  Hill,  called  attention  to  a great  neces- 
sity that  existed  for  a change  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Provincial  Penitentiary.  The 
want  of  a system  of  classification  and  other 
Improvements,  was  obvious  to  any  one  who 
visited  that  institution.  He  had  gone  there  and 
seen  enough  to  show  him  that  material  changes 
must  be  made  in  its  internal  arrangements. 
The  Governor  had  informed  him  that  there 
were  no  rules  whatever  for  his  guidance,  and 
that  the  water  h?d  actually  to  be  brought 
to  the  building  from  a long  distance.  It  was 
impossible,  under  such  circumstances,  to  pro- 
mote cleanliness  and  health.  A system  of 
classification  bad  been  proved  by  experience 
to  be  moBt  advantageous,  and  he  strongly 
urged  its  adoption.  He  found  that  in  New 
Brunswick  the  receipts  from  the  labor  of  the 
prisoners  amounted  to  over  $10,000,  whereas 
in  our  own  institution  it  was  comparatively  an 
insignificant  amount.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Hill 
asked  the  Government  whether  the  Executive 
Committee  who  were  appointed  to  take  the 
report  of  last  session  into  consideration  had 
done  anything,  and  if  so,  whether  their  report 
would  not  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  said  that 
the  condition  of  the  Penitentiary  had  been 
very  different  from  what  could  be  desired.  A 
committee  of  the  Executive  Council,  consist- 
ing of  the  Hon.  Solicitor  General  and  Hon. 
Mr.  Shannon,  had  been  engaged  in  examining 
into  the  condition  of  the  institution,  removing 
some  abuses  that  had  existed,  and  preparing 
rules  for  its  management.  At  the  outset  the 
greatest  difficulties  had  been  encountered,  and 
while  it  was  very  easy  for  any  committee  or 
any  gentleman  interested  to  draw  up  a code  of 
rules  apparently  adapted  to  the  requirements 
of  the  institution,  the  moment  the  attempt  was 
made  to  put  them  in  operation  almost  insuper- 
able obstacles  arose.  In  the  first  place,  the 
discipline  had  been,  in  past  times,  so  lax,  that 
the  establishment  had  been  in  a state  of  rebel- 
lion since  the  attempt  had  been  made  to 
enforce  the  very  severe  rules,  as  they  had 
been  considered,  which  were  adopted.  As  for 
the  silence  system  and  the  system  of  classifi- 
cation, the  character  of  the  building  and  the 
absence  of  adequate  provision,  rendered  their 
adoption  impracticable.  The  attention  of  the 
Government  had  been  called  also  to  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  supply  of  water.  An  engineer 
had  been  sent  down,  and  measures  had  been 
taken  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  remedy  the 
evil.  The  site  of  the  building  was  such  that 
great  difficulty  existed  in  obtaining  the  neces- 
sary supply,  and  this  could  only  be  remedied 
by  incurring  a large  expense.  He  could  as- 
sure the  bon.  member  that  the  utmost  atten- 
tion had  been  given  to  the  institution,  and  that 
as  efficient  a system  as  could  be  put  in  opera- 
tion was  being  adopted.  The  number  of  in- 
mates had  been  largely  increased  by  prisoners 
being  sent  there  by  the  military  authorities 
and  by  the  civic  courts,  and  while  a great  deal 
of  improvement  had  been  recommended  and 
had  been  carried  out,  very  great,  and  indeed 
insurmountable  difficulties  existed  to  the  ope- 
ration of  any  such  system  as  that  proposed 
last  year.  The  only  means  by  which  that 
couldi  be  done  would  be  by  incurring  a very 
large  expense  in  the  extension  of  the  Peniteu- 
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tiary,  and  in  the  increase  of  attendants.  It 
was  very  difficult,  where  prisoners  had  enjoy- 
ed certain  privileges  for  a number  of  years,  to 
deprive  them  of  these;  and  he  only  felt  sur- 
prised that  so  large  a number  of  men  of  such 
a character  could  be  kept  in  control  so  well  by 
the  present  number  of  attendants.  The  present 
Superintendent  had  done  all  in  his  power,  and 
had  given  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  prison- 
ers by  the  increased  rigor  of  his  discipline. 
He  said  he  felt  the  matter  to  be  one  of  great 
importance,  and  desired  that  anything  should 
be  done  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Leg- 
islature to  do,  and  was  therefore  not  sorry 
that  it  had  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
house. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon,  as  one  of  the  Executive 
Committee  said  that  there  was  no  one  thing  in 
which  more  earnest  endeavors  at  improve- 
ment had  been  made  than  in  this.  The  sys- 
tem which  had  been  recommended  in  the  re- 
port made  to  the  house,  was  based  on  the 
system  in  operation  in  the  mother  country — 
one  that  worked  very  satisfactorily  there,  be- 
cause no  expense  was  spared  in  its  perfection, 
and  also  on  the  system  in  operation  at  the 
Melville  Island  military  prison.  As  had  been 
said,  the  building  had  not  been  constructed 
with  a view  to  the  arrangements  which  the 
modern  system  required.  There  had  also  been 
no  proper  arrangements  for  a water  supply, 
and  when  the  committee  investigated  the  mat- 
ter they  found  that  the  prisoners  were  fre- 
quently sent  out  to  private  property  for  water 
— the  ouly  wonder  was  that  they  could  be 
brought  back  again.  The  excellent  rules 
adopted  last  session,  based  on  the  silence  sys- 
tem, had  been  carried  out  for  a time,  but  the 
prisoners  had  been  accustomed  to  the  privilege 
of  conversation  during  certain  hours  of  recre- 
ation, and  the  attempt  to  enforce  the  new 
regulation  almost  created  a mutiny.  Nor  was 
there  any  mode  by  which  classification  could 
be  accomplished  in  the  present  formation  of 
the  building.  A code  of  regulations  embody- 
ing all  the  changes  that  could  at  present  be 
effected,  had  been  adopted,  and  it  was  at  the 
hazard  of  rebellion  that  they  had  been  put  in 
force. 

Mr.  Parker  said  it  was  to  be  regretted  that 
a proper  code  of  rules  had  not  been  prepared 
before.  When  the  Committee  of  the  house 
had  visited  the  institution  things  were  found 
not  iD  any  better,  but  in  a worse  condition 
than  in  the  previous  year.  No  fault  was  to 
be  found  with  the  Governor,  for  he  was  doing 
all  in  his  power,  but  if  the  recommendations 
of  last  year  had  been  carried  out  he  thought 
the  result  would  have  been  different  and  the 
confusion  would  have  been  lessened.  Where 
all  were  jammed  together,  as  at  present,  order 
could  not  be  preserved,  and  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty that  the  keepers  could  be  distinguished 
from  the  prisoners.  The  water  supply  had 
been  fonod  still  very  defective,  and  on  going 
into  the  shoemaker’s  shop  it  was  found  that 
the  most  antiquated  system  was  in  operation. 
He  did  not  see  why  the  inmates  could  not  be 
prevented  conversing  as  they  did;  when  the 
committee  visited  the  establishment  the  pris- 
oners were  at  dinner  and  he  was  ashamed 
to  think  that  in  this  country  men  were  fed 
and  kept  in  such  a way-some  were  at  the 
table,  some  were  on  the  floor,  and  others 
scattered  about  the  walls.  Every  man  should 
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be  brought  to  the  table  and  obtain  his  proper 
allowance  in  an  orderly  way.  He  had  visited 
a penitentiary  in  a neighboring  province,  and 
there  he  found  the  men  neat  and  clean  and 
orderly,  the  machine  shops  were  in  the  most 
creditable  condition,  and  not  a word  was 
spoken  by  any  of  the  prisoners,  either  in  work- 
ing, in  marching,  or  in  eating.  He  hoped  the 
time  would  soon  come  when  a change  would 
be  carried  out. 

Mr.  Hill  said  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
remark  that  the  classification  system  could 
not  be  carried  out  in  the  present  state  of  the 
building,  in  which  he  thought  no  alteration 
was  requisite  excepting  to  give  the  prisoners 
a proper  room  for  eating  in.  He  did  not  wish, 
in  anything  he  had  said,  to  reflect  on  the 
governor  of  the  establishment,  who  appeard  to 
be  doing  as  well  as  he  could  under  existing 
circumstances. 

Mr.  Robertson  said  he  had  declined  sign- 
ing the  report,  believing  that  some  of  its  recom- 
mendations could  not  be  carried  out,  and 
knowing  that  if  members  of  the  Government 
had  been  giving  their  attention  to  the  institu- 
tion all  summer,  they  would  be  much  better 
prepared  to  draw  up  regulations  than  a com- 
mittee of  the  House,  who  only  visited  it  once. 
He  did  not  think  the  silence  system  could  be 
adopted  under  present  circumstances.  The  con- 
fusion appeared  greater  this  year  than  the  year 
before,  but  that  circumstance  might  be  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  prisoners  at  the  time  of  the 
visit  were  at  dinner,  and  it  was  not  every  day 
that  they  were  visited  by  a parliamentary  com- 
mittee. In  some  of  the  workshops  to  which 
reference  had  been  made,  he  had  found  nothing 
but  what  was  to  be  expected,  and  he  did  not 
think  any  great  improvement  could  be  carried 
out.  There  was  one  great  requisite,  however, 
which  was  the  separation  of  a dozon  or  more 
of  the  worst  characters  from  association  with 
the  others ; the  effect  of  the  present  confusion 
in  this  respect  was  that  the  inmates  came  out 
more  perfected  in  crime  than  when  they  were 
sent  there.  All  the  desired  changes  could  not 
be  carried  out  unless  another  building  were 
erected,  and  he  thought  it  high  time  that  the 
province  had  a proper  penitentiary. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mr.  McLelan  presented  a petition  for  a 
grant  to  the  road  between  Burke  River  Settle- 
ment and  New  Annan. 

Mr.  Blackwood  urged  the  prayer  of  this 
petition  upon  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Archibald  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  relative  to  School  lands  be 
referred  to  a committee  consisting  of  Hon. 
Attorney  General,  Hon  Mr.  Shannon,  Messrs. 
McLelan,  Blanchard,  Longley,  Pryor,  and  8. 
Campbell. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  presented  a 
petition  from  a school  section  in  Antigonishe 
relative  to  bounds  of  school  lands. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  the  following 
day. 


Thursday,  Maroh  8, 1866. 
The  house  met  at  3 o’clock. 

petitions,  &c. 

Mr.  Beffernan  presented  a petition  from 
inhabitants  of  the  Intervals  of  Guyslmro’  and 
the  northern  part  of  Manchester,  for  aid  to 
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make  a draw  in  the  bridge  over  Milford  Ha- 
ven River,  to  enable  vessels  to  pass  and  re- 
pass. 

Also  a petition  from  W.  J.  Bigelow,  Esq., 
and  others,  asking  a special  grant  for  the  road 
from  the  Main  Post  Road  to  White  Haven,  in 
Guysboro’  County. 

Also  a petition  from  inhabitants  of  Larys 
River  and  Torbay  praying  for  a Way  Office 
and  a new  arrangement  of  postal  affairs  for 
those  two  settlements. 

Also  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Marie 
Joseph,  Liscomb  and  Ecumsecum,  for  aid 
to  repair  the  road  between  Liscomb  and  Ecum- 
secum. « 

Also  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wine 
and  Indian  Harbours  for  a sum  of  money  to 
repair  the  road  between  those  Harbours. 

Also  the  petition  of  Alex.  Sinclair,  Esq,  and 
others  asking  for  aid  to  repair  the  road  leading 
past  the  Saw  Mill  in  Goshen, 

Mr.  Balcam  presented  a petition  from  Tan- 
gier for  a road  from  Musquodoboit  to  that 
place. 

Also  a petition  for  a road  from  Ship  Har- 
bour, to  the  same  place.  Also  another  from 
Jeddore  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Bourinot  introduced  a bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Washington  Wharf  and  Harbour 
Company. 

Mr.  C.olin  Campbell  presented  a petition 
for  the  special  marking  of  tbe  mail  bag  for  an 
island  in  the  county  of  Digby. 

Also  a petition  from  the  same  place  for  aid 
to  build  a bridge. 

LUNENBURG  LUTHERAN  CHURCH. 

Mr.  Jost  presented  a petition  from  the  Eld- 
ers and  Trustees  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  at  Lunenburg,  asking  an  amendment 
of  the  act  incorporating  them,  and  requested 
leave  to  bring  in  a bill  in  accordance  with  the 
prayer. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  the  original  act  author- 
ised the  sale  of  certain  church  property  which 
had  been  sold,  and  the  trustees  asked  now 
further  power  to  sell  other  lands  without  the 
consent  of  the  congregation.  He  read  a letter 
from  the  late  clergyman  of  the  church,  stating 
that  the  trustees  had  dismissed  him  without 
paying  him  the  arrears  of  his  salary,  for  which 
he  was  obliged  to  bring  an  action  ;that,  contrary 
to  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  congregation, 
the  trustees  defended  the  suit,  and  having  fail- 
ed in  it,  and  having  involved  themselves  in 
expense,  they  now  desired  to  sell  the  church 
property,  in  order  to  reimburse  themselves. 
He  requested  that  the  petition  lie  on  the  table 
for  the  present,  a counter  one  being  in  circu- 
lation. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  thought  the  usual 
course  of  allowing  the  bill  to  be  introduced 
should  be  pursued. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  usual  course 
was  pursued  when  the  petition  set  forth 
grounds  for  the  introduction  of  a bill,  but  it 
was  doubtful  whether  the  circumstances  set 
forth  in  the  petition  were  sufficient. 

Mr.  Jost  said  that  the  trustees  only  desired 
Jo  be  indemnified  for  a sum  paid  to  the  minister. 

Mr.  IXaulback  urged  the  adoption  of  the 
usual  course.  The  persons  opposed  to  the 
measure  had  been  informed  of  the  intention  to 
Introduce  the  bill,  and  every  opportunity 
would  be  given  for  them  to  express  their  views 
siu  the  usu  *1  way  before  the  committee. 


Mr.  Tobin  again  urged  his  former  views  re- 
marking that  the  minister  had  been  in  charge 
of  the  congregation  for  twenty  years,  and  that 
his  statements  were  entitled  to  respect.  He 
moved  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a special 
committee. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  the  course  usual- 
ly pursued  when  a member  stated  that  a 
counter  petition  was  being  forwarded  was  to 
allow  the  petition  presented  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  contended  that  the  bill 
should  be  introduced,  stating  that  he  bad 
never  known  this  courtesy  refused  to  a mem- 
ber making  the  request.  This  course  would 
not  further  the  matter,  and  the  merits  of  the 
case  could  be  investigated  by  committee  more 
conveniently. 

Mr.  Archibald  replied  that  it  was  no  ques- 
tion of  courtesy,  for  courtesy  required  that  the 
request  for  delay  of  the  member  opposing  the 
bill  should  be  granted.  The  very  urgency  and 
hot  haste  with  which  the  matter  was  pressed 
indicated  a doubt  as  to  the  consideration  to 
which  it  was  entitled.  Due  very  strong  cir- 
cumstance, he  said,  that  the  letter  stated,  was 
that,  these  trustees  had  been  evicted  and 
others  installed  in  their  places. 

Hon  Atty.  General  said  that  the  opposi- 
tion evinced  indicated  to  his  mind  a reason 
why  leave  should  be  granted.  The  petition 
stated  nothing  but  what  would  entitle  the  trus- 
tees to  a bill  and  it  was  well  known  that  such 
officers  were  so  often  left  in  the  lurch  by  their 
people  that  it  was  difficult  to  get  qualified  per- 
sons to  act.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  matter 
except  from  hearing  of  it  in  the  house,  but  it 
would  appear  that  the  trustees  had  made  them- 
selves personally  liable  for  a debt  which  the 
congregation  were  bound  to  pay.  It  was  not 
the  duty  of  a select  Committee  to  prepare  bills 
and  the  introduction  of  a bill  was  usual  on  the 
statement  of  the  applicants  only,  like  the  grant- 
ing of  a rule  nisi. 

Mr.  Jost  said  that  instead  of  there  being 
any  haste  evinced  the  petition  had  been  de- 
layed for  a day  or  two  at  the  request  of  its  op- 
ponents and  he  had  presented  it  then  because 
the  last  day  for  private  petitions  had  arrived. 
The  clergyman  referred  to  had  sued  the  trus- 
tees for  £450  and  had  compromised  for  £200; fs© 
that  by  resisting  the  claim  the  congregation 
had  been  largely  benefitted. 

Hon  Prov  Sec  said  tbat  in  relation  to  the 
time  of  the  house  and  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness  the  question  was  one  of  importance.  He 
bad  been  in  the  house  for  ten  years,  and  had 
never  before  seen  a motion  for  the  first  read- 
ing of  a bill  thus  opposed.  He  trusted  the  gen- 
tleman introducing  the  matter  would  press 
his  motion  and  that  motion  would  receive  his 
support  without  his  being  in  any  way  commit- 
ted to  the  principle  of  the  measure.  It  was  a 
well  established  rule  that  the  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  a hill  should  be  deferred  to  the  se- 
cond reading;  if  leave  were  refused,  how  could 
the  committee  deal  with  the  matter?  They 
would  have  to  go  out  and  report  without 
knowing  what  to  report  on,  and  might  after- 
wards say,  “if  we  had  known  tbat  to  be  the 
nature  of  the  bill' we  would  have  reported  dif- 
ferently.” If  the  practice  were  thus  adopted 
of  discussing  a bill  at  every  stage  no  less  than 
six  debates  upon  a measure  might  arise,  and 
the  time  occupied  would  be  such  that  the  Le- 
gislature could  not  get  through  its  labours. 
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The  only  question  to  be  considered  at  present 
was  whether  the  usual  course  should  be 
adopted. 

Mr  Archibald  said  that  it  was  well  known 
that  the  object  of  requiring  three  readings  of 
every  bill  was  to  require  the  matter  to  under- 
go three  investigations,  therefore  the  right  to 
debate  the  matter  at  that  stage  could  not  be 
denied.  The  effect  of  the  pressing  of  the  mo- 
tion was  to  force  the  discussion  of  its  merits. 
So  far  from  the  invariable  practice  having  been 
as  was  represented,  he  recollected  instances  in 
his  own  experience  in  which  the  contrary 
course  was  promptly  pursued  upon  such  a 
statement  as  that  made  by  the  hon  member 
for  Halifax  being  advanced.  If  the  motion 
made  by  that  gentleman  were  negatived  it 
could  only  be  done  by  the  leader  of  the  gov- 
ernment availing  himself  of  the  majority  at 
his  command. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  nothing  which  he  had 
heard  had  convinced  him  that  the  course  he 
had  proposed  was  improper,  and  he  knew  of 
its  having  been  adopted  on  previous  occasions. 
He  contended  that  the  reception  of  the  peti- 
tion and  the  introduction  of  the  bill  would  be 
an  acknowledgement  of  the  principle  they 
contained.  He  had  intended  no  discourtesy 
in  proposing  this  course,  and  believed  it  to 
be  the  most  appropriate  nnder  the  circum- 
stances. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  said  that  the  decision  of 
the  house  on  this  question  would  become  a 
precedent,  and  gentlemen  opposite  might  ex- 
pect that  the  measure  they  meted  would  be 
meted  to  them  again.  It  was  undoubtedly  the 
right  of  members  to  discuss  a bill  at  each  stage, 
but  what  would  the  result  be  if  every  member 
exercised  the  right? 

Mr.  J ost  said  that  if  the  adoption  of  his 
motion  would  have  the  effect  of  shutting  out 
the  opponents  of  the  bill,  he  would  not  press 
it.  The  introduction  of  such  a bill  was  the 
course  advised  by  the  Chief  Justice  in  trying 
the  cause. 

Mr.  Tobin’s  amendment  was  negatived,  20 
voting  for  it,  and  22  against  it.  Mr.  Jost’s  mo- 
tion passed,  and  the  biil  was  introduced  and 
read  a first  time. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  bills  relative  to  the  New  York  and  Cape 
Breton  Coal  Company,  the  Collins’  Coal  Com- 
pany, the  Boston  and  Bridgeport  Coal  Mining 
Company,  and  Acadia  Lodge  of  Freemasons, 
passed  their  third  reading  and  were  sent*  to  the 
Legislative  Council. 

Dr.  Hamilton  presented  a petition  from 
Canning. 

Mr.  Townsend  presented  a petition  from 
Digby  County  for  a grant  to  build  a bridge, 
which,  he  said,  would  save  four  miles  of  tra- 
vel. 

Also  a petition  for  the  erection  of  a suitable 
building  for  the  Customs  Office  at  Yarmouth. 

Mr.  Annand  introduced  a bill  to  authorize 
an  assessment  in  Dartmouth  for  a sum  neces- 
sary to  obtain  a plan. 

Also  a petition  from  Lake  Egmond  on  the 
snbjeot  of  Education. 

Mr,  Tobin  presented  a petition  from  ferry- 
men of  Point  Pleasant  and  Ferguson’s  Cove. 
He  said  that  these  parties  received  only  $40 
from  the  Province,  and  were  bound  to  convey 
passengers  for  seven  cents  each  and  to  convey 
persons  unable  to  pay  without  charge. 


Also  a petition  from  inhabitants  of  Prospect 
for  additional  mail  accommodation. 

Also  a petition  from  Mr.  Daupheney,  "Way 
Office  Keeper,  for  an  increase  of  salary,  his 
present  allowance  being  but  $8  per  annum. 

Mr.  Locke  introduced  a bill  to  amend 
Chap.  128  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  Jur- 
isdiction of  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Civil 
Cases. 

Mr.,  Lawrence  presented  eight  petitions 
from  Hants  County  on  the  subject  of  Confed- 
eration. 

Also  a petition  from  North  Hants  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Education. 

Mr.  Blanchard  presented  a petition  from 
New  Annan  for  an  alteration  of  the  Education 
Law. 

Mr.  Robicheau  presented  a petition  from 
ship-masters,  ship  owners,  and  merchants  of 
Digby  aud  Yarmouth  Counties— 117  in  num- 
ber—for  the  erection  of  a lighthouse  on  Cape 
St.  Mary’s,  in  Digby  County. 

Mr.  Blanchard  asked  the  Government  for 
a return  shewing  the  amounts  advanced  or 
otherwise  paid  to  the  various  counties  since 
the  30th  September,  1865.  He  said  he  under- 
stood that  some  counties  had  already  drawn 
their  full  allowance  for  the  present  year. 
protection  of  fisheries. 

Hon  Provincial  Secretary, from  the  joint 
committee  of  both  houses,  reported  an  address 
to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  on  the  subject  of 
the  protection  of  the  fisheries. 

To  the  Queen’s  Most  Excellent  Majesty.— The  humble 

Address  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  qf 

Assembly  qf  Nova  Scotia. 

May  it  Please  Your  Majesty,— 

We,  your  Majesty’s  faithful  and  loving  subjects, 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  of 
Nova  Scotia,  in  Provincial  Parliament  assembled, 
would  respectfully  beg  your  Majesty’s  gracious  con- 
sideration of  tbe  important  subject  of  the  efficient 
protection  of  our  fisheries,  which  will  be  render- 
ed necessary  by  the  abrogation  of  the  Reci- 
procity Treaty  with  the  United  States  on 
the  17th  day  of  March  instant.  Under  the  provi- 
sions of  that  treaty  subjects  of  the  United  States  are 
allowed  to  prosecute  tne  in-shore  fisheries  along  our 
coasts  in  oommon  with  our  own  people,  and  a very 
large  number  of  vessels  owned  and  manned  by  United 
States  citizens  have  been  engaged  sinoe  the  ratifica- 
tion of  that  treaty  in  this  branch  of  industry.  With 
the  termination  of  the  treaty  their  right  to  partici- 
pate in  these  fisheries  will  expire,  but  we  have  had 
reason  to  fear  that  a pursuit  which  has  engaged  so 
much  capital,  and  given  employment  to  so  many 
men  will  not  be  abandoned  when  the  right  to  prose- 
cute it  ceases.  While  this  Province  is  ready  to  con- 
tribute to  the  utmost  of  its  ability  to  the  protection 
of  these  fishermen,  we  would  respectfully  submit 
to  Your  Majesty  that  the  means  in  its  possession  are 
obviously  inadequate  for  the  purpose,  and  that 
the  rights  of  your  Majesty’s  loyal  subjects  can  only  be 
efficiently  upheld  by  the  assistance  of  Imperial  naval 
force.  We  would  therefore  humbly  pray  that  your 
Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  direct  such  measures  may 
be  taken  as  will  effectually  prevent  the  encroachment 
of  foreigners  upon  our  fisning  grounds,  and  will  fully 
protect  those  rights  which  we  consider  to  be  of  the 
most  vital  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  our  coun- 
try. 

Trusting  that  your  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  £ive 
to  the  subject  of  this  address  your  grave  and  gracious 
consideration,  the;Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Assembly  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  laid  on  the 
table  a copy  of  tbe  rules  adopted  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  reference  to  the  Penitentiary. 
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Mr.  Parker  presented  a petition  from  Jas. 
Isenor  and  others,  relative  to  fishery  in  the 
Bhubenacadiejriver. 

Mr.  Bill  presented  a petition  from  C.  Eaton 
a ad  others,  for  aid  to  improve  a wharf  at  Can- 
ning. 

Also  a petition  for  the  opening  of  a road  and 
the  building  of  a bridge. 

Mr,  Tobin  thought  the  hon  member  should 
have  leave  to  withdraw  the  former  of  these 

Jietitions.  There  were  many  wharves  in  Hall- 
ax  that  needed  improvement,  but  it  would  be 
absurd  to  make  application  to  the  government 
for  such  purposes.  He  said  that  there  was  a 
road  greatly  needed  in  the  western  division  of 
the  county  of  Halifax,  from  Dover  to  Pros- 
pect, for  which  £1500  would  be  required,  but 
there  was  not  an  application  for  a money  grant 
from  his  constituents,  ]although  Halifax  con- 
tributed about  $90,000  to  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Bill  replied  that  the  governmentshould 
be  grateful  to  the  hon  member  for  his  sympa- 
thy. It  should  be  remembered  that  the  erec- 
tion of  wharves  upon  the  Bay  shore  had  been 
encouraged,  and  aid  in  some  instances  had 
been  given  from  the  treasury  when  the  inha- 
bitants had  raised  two-thirds  of  the  amount 
required.  The  hon  member,  he  said,  seemed 
to  suppose  that  Halifax  was  the  whole  Prov- 
ince, but  he  would  have  thought  differently  if 
he  had  turned  his  attention  to  the  amount  of 
revenue  derived  from  the  traffic  on  the  Bay 
Shore.  On  one  of  those  wharves  150,000  cords 
of  wood  had  been  shippped  during  the  year. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  a 
return  shewing  the  railway  damages  allotted 
to  persons  in  Hants  County,  the  amounts  paid 
with  interest,  and  the  amounts  due  with  in- 
terest. Amount  received,  £4475  Is.  3d.;  also 
received  for  sale  of  lots  at  Richmond,  £940 14s. 
3d.;  interest,  £884  12s.  7d.  Amount  remain- 
ing due,  £1,044  5s.  10d.,  with  interest  to  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  McLelan  asked  the  Government  to  lay 
on  the  table  a return  shewing  the  names  and 
number  of  engineers,  inspectors,  &c.,  who  had 
been  engaged  on  the  Pictou  Railway,  the  coun- 
try in  which  they  had  been  previously  em- 
ployed, and  the  date  of  their  employment  on 
that  line. 

Hon.  Proy.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table 
the  returns  of  the  various  Colleges  of  the  Pro- 
vince for  the  past  year. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  laid  on  the  table  the 
report  of  the  Adjutant-General  of  Militia  for 
the  past  year,  and  also  a ^numerical  statement 
of  the  Militia. 

Mr.  Katjlback  introduced  a bill  to  repeal 
Chap.  52  of  Acts  of  1863— entitled  an  Apt  con- 
cerning the  Township  of  Chester,  fcnd  to 
amend  Chap,  44  of  the  Revised  Statutes  “ Of 
General  and  Special  Sessions.”  He  explained 
that  a bill  of  a similar  nature  had  been  pre- 
sented last  year  and  passed  this  House,  but 
was  ruled  out  of  the  Upper  House  in  conse- 
quence of  not  having  been  first  read  at  the 
sessions.  This  objection  had  been  guarded 
against  by  this  bill ; he  was  not  aware  of  any 
change  having  taken  place  in  the  Township  of 
Chester  more  favorable  to  their  District  Ses- 
sions. But  for  the  present  he  would  content 
himself  with  merely  introducing  the  bill,  leav- 
ing further  action  to  depend  on,  and  as  he  may 
be  advised  as  to,  the  general  wishes  of  the 
Township— his  own  views  on  the  matter  had 
been  given  to  the  House  last  session. 


Hon.  Prov.  Secretary,  from  the  joint 
committee  in  reference  to  the  Protection  of  the 
Fisheries,  reported  an  address  to  the  Lieut. 
Governor  requesting  that  the  address  to  her 
Majesty  be  forwarded.  The  address  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  Westport  for  aid  in  building  a bridge. 

Mr.  Annanb  presented  a petition  from  East 
Balifax  on  the  subject  of  Education. 

Also— A petition  from  Chester  against  Con- 
federation. 

The  house  then  adjourned  until  the  follow- 
ing day. 


Friday,  March  9, 1855. 

House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  Bourinot  presented  a petition  from 
Captain  and  Adjutant  Hill,  2nd  Regt.  Gape 
Breton  Militia,  praying  for  remuneration  for 
past  services. 

Also— A.  petition  from  John  Leslie  and 
Thomas  Moore,  of  North  Sydney,  praying  for 
ayment  of  loss  sustained  in  a contract  for 
uilding  Leitch’s  Creek  Bridge. 

Also — A petition  from  John  Leslie,  another 
petition  to  the  same  effect,  relative  to  another 
contract  for  the  same  work. 

Also — A petition  from  William  McNamara, 
of  Bridgeport,  C.  B.,  relating  to  a grant  of 
land. 

Also— A petition  from  George  McKay  of 
Sydney,  complaining  of  the  action  of  the 
Crown  Land  Officer  in  1863,  relative  to  some 
coal  rights,  and  praying  for  redress. 

Also — A petition  from  magistrates,  mer- 
chants and  others  of  Little  Glace  Bay  Mines 
for  the  establishment  of  a Post  Office  and 
Money  Order  System  to  be  extended  to  it. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  a com- 
munication to  the  Government  from  the 
School  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Halifax, 
proposing  certain  alterations  in  the  Education 
Law 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  presented  a petition 
for  the  incorporation  of  Wallace  Lodge  of 
Good  Templars,  and  a bill  in  accordance  there- 
with. 

Mr.  Donkin  presented  a petition  from  the 
Post  Master  of  Pugwash  for  an  increase  of 
Salary. 

Also,  a petition  from  Benjamin  Purdy  for  a 
grant  of  Crown  Lands. 

A message  from  the  Legislative  Council  was 
received  announcing  that  that  body  had  pass- 
ed the  Windsor  and  Annapolis  Railway  Bill 
without  amendments. 

Mr.  Locke  presented  a petition  from  600  re- 
sidents of  Digby  and  Shelburne  counties  for 
the  construction  of  a line  of  road  to  connect 
these  two  Counties.  He  strongly  urged  this 
matter  upon  the  notice  of  the  government. 

Mr,  C.  Campbell  said  that  the  construc- 
tion of  such  a road  would  be  a great  boon  to 
that  country. 

Mr.  Hill  presented  a petition  from  a resi- 
dent of  the  German  Settlement  on  the  line  of 
the  Windsor  Railway,  asking  that  a certain 
Indian  Reserve  be  granted  as  Crown  Lands. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

M.  J.  Campbell  presented  a petition  from 
Port  Medway  for  a light  house. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a petition  for  the 
establishment  of  Barrington  as  a port  of  regis- 
try. 
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Mr.  Ray  presented  a petition  from  Mr.  G.  R. 
Grassie  for  remuneration  for  Crown  Services 
performed. 

Mr.  Tobin  presented  a petition  from  225  of 
of  the  congregation  of  the  German  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  Church  of  Lunenburg  against 
the  bill  introduced  yesterday  by  Mr.  Jost. 

The  bill  and  petitions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Bills. 

Mr.  D.  Fraser  presented  a petition  from 
Pictou  for  a grant  to  build  a hospital. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  laid  on  the  table  for  infor- 
mation of  members  a copy  of  the  bill  introduc- 
ed by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  into 
tbe  United  States  House  of  Representatives 
containing  the  duties  proposed  to  be  levied  on 
articles  heretofore  included  in  the  free  list. 

BILLS. 

The  bills  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Pier 
and  Harbor  Company,  the  Nova  Scotia  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  the  Ophir  Mining  Company, 
the  Merrigomish  Coal  Mining  Company,  and 
the  Strait  of  Canso  Marine  Railway  Company, 
were  read  a second  time  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Bills. 

UNION  OP  THE  COLONIES. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec.— By  command  of  His  Ex- 
cellency I beg  leave  to  lay  on  the  table  of  the 
House  copies  of  correspondence  relating  to 
the  U nion  of  the  Colonies.  The  House  is  aware 
that  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  at  the 
last  Session  passed  a resolution  in  favor  of  re- 
opening negociations  for  the  Union  of  the  Mari- 
time Provinces.  When  that  resolution  was 
under  discussion  I stated  that  we  had  not  only 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  Prince  Edward 
Island  would  be  prepared  to  co-operate  with 
the  other  Colonies  in  this  matter,  but  we  had 
every  reason  to  anticipate  that  she  would  de- 
cline to  re-open  negociations.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  thought  desirable  that  an  effort 
should  be  made  to  ascertain  whether  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  could  not  be 
brought  under  the  government  by  a legislative 
union.  The  government  and  the  legislature 
had  initiated  the  policy  of  a Legislative  Union 
of  the  Maritime  Provinces  at  the  previous  ses- 
sion, and  owing  to  circumstances  detailed  last 
year  the  negociation  arising  from  their  action 
had  been  postponed,  and  the  greater  question 
of  a union  of  all  British  North  America  was 
brought  under  consideration.  When,  however, 
an  immediate  union  of  that  kind  was  found  im- 

Sracticable  from  |the  fact  that  the  people  of 
ew  Brunswick  had  returned  a majority  in 
the  new  House  opposed  to  the  scheme,  the  Go- 
vernment felt  it  their  duty  to  revert  to  their 
former  policy,  and  in  discussing  that  resolu- 
tion, I stated  that  so  far  from  a legislative 
union  of  this  and  the  adjoining  Province  in  the 
slightest  degree  impeding  the  larger  union,  we 
regarded  it  as  likely  to  promote  that  union 
and  as  being  indispensable  to  the  latter.  Upon 
this  subject  I have  always  entertained  very 
strong  opinions,  and  have  always  felt  there 
were  a great  many  reasons  why  it  was  desira- 
ble that  the  Governments  of  the  three  Mari- 
time Provinces  should  be  carried  on  in  a united 
form  in  case  they  agreed  to  enter  into  the  pro- 
posed Confederacy.  The  resolution  to  which 
I have  referred  met  with  the  unanimous  appro- 
val of  the  House.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that 
there  were  not  individual  gentlemen  who  did 
not  concur  in  the  policy  proposed,  but  the  reso- 


lution must  be  accepted  as  the  unanimous  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature.  The 
attention  of  the  Government  of  New  Bruns- 
wick was  invited  to  the  action  thus  taken,  and 
corresponding  action  was  adopted  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  Province.  Subsequently  a dele- 
gation to  England  took  place  from  the  Govern^ 
ments  of  the  two  Provinces,  and  although  the 
two  Governments  differed  widely  in  their  opin- 
ions upon  the  larger  question,  they  were  com- 
pletely in  accord  as  to  the  desirability  of  a 
Legislative  Union  of  New  Brunswick  and  No- 
va Scotia,  and  the  views  which  the  delegates 
for  Now  Brunswick  expressed  upon  this  mat- 
ter entirely  corresponded  with  our  own.  I am 
aware  that  these  gentlemen  urged  all  the  rea- 
sons in  their  power  on  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment to  induce  their  concurrence  in  the  policy 
adopted.  I have  stated  in  detail  the  results  of 
that  delegation  and  the  reception  it  met  at  the 
hands  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  and  I am 
frank  to  say  that  after  the  fullest  and  most  un- 
reserved communication  on  the  question  we 
were  given  to  understand  that  while  no  antipa- 
thy existed  to  the  Legislative  Union  proposed, 
that  Government  having  so  fully  committed 
themselves  to  the  scheme  of  Confederation, 
were  unwilling  to  revert  to  any  policy  which 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  their  opinions  had 
undergone  a change  or  modification,  and  under 
these  circumstances  they  were  not  prepared  to 
give  authority  to  revert  to  the  question  of  a 
legislative  union,  except  that  question  were 
taken  up  and  passed  upon  as  auxiliary  to,  and 
intended  to  promote,  the  larger  union. 

While  we  were  quite  at  liberty  to  urge  our 
opinions  in  favor  of  a union  of  the  martime  pro- 
vinces as  being  conductive  to  that  object,  we 
were  not  prepared,  and  the  Government  of 
New  Brunswick  were  by  no  means  prepared, 
to  adopt  the  policy  with  that  view,  for,  as  is 
well  known,  they  were  specially  charged  to  op- 
pose confederation  upon  the  basis  of  the  Quebec 
scheme.  While  the  delegates,  used  every 
means  to  induce  her  majesty’s  Government  to 
concur  with  reference  to  the  union  of  the  lower 
colonies,  that  Government  refused  their  assent 
upon  the  grounds  stated.  The  correspondence 
contains  copies  of  despatches  in  reference  to 
the  adoption  of  confederation,  which  the  Im- 
perial Governmont  continue  to  urge  on  all  the 
colonies  by  every  agument  in  their  power,  and 
by  the  use  of  that  influence  which  they  consider 
themselves  entitled  to  exercise,  from  the  rela 
tive  postion  of  the  countries  in  a question 
which  they  regard  as  vitally  affecting  the  pros- 
perity of  British  North  America.  It  also  con- 
tains despatches  setting  forth  their  reasons  for 
declining  to  assent  to  the  re-opening  of  the 
proposed  negociations. 

Hon  Prov  Secy  laid  on  the  table  a state- 
ment asked  for  by  the  hon  memeber  for  Inver- 
ness (Mr.  Blanchard)  in  reference  to  payments 
for  road  services.  Also,  plans  and  specifica- 
tions of  bridges  and  returns  of  engineers,  in- 
spectors, &c..  on  the  Pictou  Railway. 

Mr  Blanchard  introduced  a bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Nova  Scotia  Slate  Company. 

EDUCATION. 

Hon  Prov  Secy  then  said: — Mr  Speaker,  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Education,  I 
beg  leave  to  report  in  part,  from  that  commit- 
tee, a bill  to  amend  the  act  “ for  the  better  en- 
couragement of  Education,”  both  in  relation  to 
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the  province  generally  and  to  the  city.  On  a 
former  occasion  1 took  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining tbb  polioy  of  the  Government  in  re- 
spect to  this  question,  and  stated  frankly  to 
the  House  the  reasons  why  the  speech  deliv- 
ered at  the  opening  of  the  Legislature  did  not 
embrace  a measure  intended  to  amend  the  ex- 
isting act.  The  House  is  well  aware  that  no 
Government  could  be  called  upon  to  deal  with 
a more  difficult  question  than  education.  I 
am  quite  satisfied  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me 
to  state  that  in  undertaking  to  deal  with  this 
question,  the  Government  felt  that  they  were 
discharging  what  was  an  imperative  duty— one 
that  was  of  a most  responsible  and  onerous 
character,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  which 
they  required  not  only  the  cordial  support  of 
their  own  friends  in  the  Legislature,  but  of 
hon  gentlemen  opposite  who  would  be  dispos- 
ed to  regard  the  great  interest  of  education  as 
of  paramount  importance,  as  well  as  of  the  in- 
telligent people  of  this  country,  irrespective  of 
party  or  of  creed. 

I may  state  at  the  outset  that  the  Govern- 
ment owe  to  the  gentlemen  who  usually  sus- 
tain them  in  the  measures  which  they  feel  it 
their  duty  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
this  Legislature,  the  very  greatest  obligations; 
they  have  met  from  these  gentlemen  a degree 
of  support,  in  dealing  with  this  most  important 
and  difficult  question,  that  certainly  exceeded 
anything  they  had  a right  to  expect.  These 
gentlemen  have  been  obliged,  in  sustaining  the 
Government  omthis  great  question,  on  many 
occasions,  to  run  counter  to  what  they  believed 
to  be  their  own  personal  interests,  and  have 
done  what  is  far  more  difficult  for  a member  of 
this  Legislature  to  do— to  take  a course  which 
exposed  them  to  a great  deal  of  censure  and 
obloquy  from  many  of  their  warmest  support- 
ers who  had  been  instrumental  in  sending  them, 
into  the  House.  I feel  that  I would  be  doing 
injustice  to  my  own  feelings,  as  well  as  to 
honorable  gentlemen  opposite,  if  I did  'not  at 
the  same  time  say  that  the  government  have 
received  on  this  great  question  an  amount  of 
co-operation  from  them  that  is  not  usual  for 
governments  to  receive  from  gentlemen  who 
are  opposed  to  their  general  policy.  The  same 
statement  may  be  made  with  reference  to  the 
country  outside.  Not  only  have  large  num- 
bers of  the  people  throughout  the  province  who 
were  generally  found  supporting  the  govern- 
ment given  their  support  in  promoting  this 
great  measure  designed  for  the  advancement 
and  improvement  of  the  education  of  the  whole 
people;  but  a great  many  influential  and  in- 
telligent gentlemen  who  have  been  our  most 
strenuous  opponents  in  respect  to  our  general 
policy  have  taken  the  most  active  and  energetic 
part  in  endeavouring  to  treat  this  important 
question  as  one  entirely  superior  to  any  politi- 
cal considerations,  and  have  given  to  the 
measure  brought  forward  by  the  government 
as  enthusiastic  and  sincere  assistance  as  they 
possibly  could  if  it  emanated  from  the  party 
with  whom  they  are  politically  identified. 

I need  not  say  that  in  dealing  with  this  great 
question  it  was  not  strange  that  in  the  outset 
the  government  should  be  unable  to  devise 
such  a scheme  as  would  be  found,  when  put 
into  force,  perfectly  adapted  to  the  great  object 
for  which  it  was  intended.  When  the  legisla- 
ture met  at  the  last  session  the  government 
felt  it  their  duty  to  oome  forward  and  say 


frankly  that  the  experience  of  the  past  year 
had  convinced  them  that  the  measure  of  1864: 
was  susceptible  of  many  improvements,  and 
would  require  very  extensive  alterations.— 
Looking  at  the  subject  by  the  light  of  the  past 
year,  it  was  believed  that  amendments  could 
be  devised  that  would  render  the  measure 
more  operative,  and  remove  many  of  the  diffi- 
culties that  had  been  encountered  in  putting  it 
into  practice.  I am  happy  to  state  that  the 
alterations  that  were  made  last  session  have 
commended  themselves  to  the  House  and  to 
the  people  of  the  province  generally  as  a 
movement  in  the  right  direction,  and  that  as 
far  as  they  could  they  have  materially  promot- 
ed the  cause  of  education.  Experience,  how- 
ever has  proved  that  there  were  many  respects 
in  which  the  act  of  last  session  could  be  ren- 
dered more  advantageous  to  education  and 
acceptable  to  the  great  body  of  the  people.— 
Why  the  government  have  not  brought  for- 
ward the  alterations  and  improvements  re- 
quired in  the  shape  of  a government  measure, 
I explained  on  a previous  day.  There  were 
two  grounds  upon  which  they  felt  they  would 
not  be  consulting  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  or  the  measure  itself,  if  they  pursued 
such  a course.  In  the  first  place  when  the  Go- 
vernment brought  forward  the  measure  at  the 
last  Session,  it  was  submitted  to  the  House 
under  an  implied,  if  not  open  pledge,  that 
whilst  they  regarded  the  great  principle  of  free 
schools,  sustained  by  assessment  of  the  proper- 
ty of  the  country,  as  a vital  and  indispensable 
feature  of  the  bill,  and  upon  it  were  prepared 
to  take  their  stand,  yet  they  left  the  minor  de- 
tails to  the  free  and  unrestricted  action  of 
gentlemen  on  both  sides,  without  endeavoring 
to  bring  that  amount  of  pressure  which  Go- 
vernments, from  party  considerations,  are 
often  able  to  bring  upon  gentlemen  who  usual- 
ly sustain  them.  Having  submitted  the  ques- 
tion in  that  manner,  and  the  House  having,  by 
a large  majority,  sustained  the  Government  in 
the  fundamental  principles  of  this  measure,  we 
considered  we  were  not  in  a position  (except  at 
the  risk  of  being  charged  with  violating  the 
pledges  which  we  had  made)  to  bring  forward 
this  question  again  as  a Government  measure 
and  to  press  it  by  such  influences  as  Adminis- 
trations can  use  with  gentlemen  who  ordinarily 
sustain  them.  There  was  another  reason  why 
the  Government  could  not  take  the  course  of 
bringing  this  question  forward  as  a Govern- 
ment measure,  and  that  was— the  considera- 
tion that  it  was  our  duty  to  endeavor  to  pre- 
sent it  in  such  a way  that  it  would  not  bear  the 
slightest  party  aspect,  so  that  any  measure 
that  might  be  passed  might  be  considered  the 
result  of  the  serious  and  deliberate  action  of 
the  majority  of  the  Legislature,  irrespective  of 
all  political  considerations  whatever. 

I need  not,  on  the  present  occasion,  go  into 
any  elaborate  statements  with  regard  to  the 
measure  itself.  The  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion has  so  thoroughly  discussed  the  question 
in  all  its  bearings,  in  the  Report  presented  a 
few  days  ago  to  the  House,  that  I feel  I would 
be  only  trespassing  unnecessarily  upon  the  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  if  I were  now  to  enter  into 
any  elaborate  arguments  on  the  subject  before 
us.  I may  say,  however,  that  the  Committee 
of  Education,  having  received  the  Superintend- 
ent, and  ascertained  what  his  views  were,  both 
in  respect  to  the  country  and  the  city,  have 
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been  able  to  agree  upon  a bill,  and  to  report  it 
for  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  House. 
This  bill,  we  believe,  with  such  modifications 
as  hon  gentlemen  around  these  benches  may  be 
able  to  suggest,  will  be  a large  improvement 
upon  the  Act  of  last  year.  I trust  that  this 
measure,  coming,  as  it  does,  from  a committee 
composed  of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  wTho  take  a leading  part  in  the  transac- 
tion of  the  public  business,  will  meet  with  fa- 
vorable consideration,  and  will  promote  large- 
ly the  educational  interests  of  the  country. 

I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  having 
given  the  subject  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion in  my  power,  I believe  that  the  law  now 
on  the  statute  book  is  a great  improvement  up- 
on former  legislation.  I believe  that  the  statis- 
tics which  are  presented  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Education  in  this  Report  can  leave  no  doubt 
on  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  that  the  great 
question  of  Common  School  Education  has  re- 
ceived from  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  this 
country  an  amount  of  attention  that  it  never  re- 
ceived before.  Whilst  the  Act  has  received  a 
great  deal  of  embarrassment  and  obstruction, — 
such  as  might  be  naturally  expected  in  connec- 
tion with  a question  touching  so  deeply  the 
prejudices  of  the  people,— having  the  disadvan- 
tage of  making  an  inroad  into  the  pockets  of 
the  property  holders  throughout  the  country; 
yet,  despite  all  this,  it  has  done  a vast  amount 
of  good.  We  are  in  a position  to  see  beyond 
doubt  what  it  can  do  when  such  improvements 
are  made,  as  experience  has  shown,  are  neces- 
sary for  the  greater  advancement  of  education. 
No  fact  proves  more  conclusively  the  truth  of 
this  statement  than  the  preparation  that  the 
people  have  made  to  carry  out  the  Act.  The 
Superintendent  tells  us  in  his  Report— “ There 
were  built  during  the  past  year  164  new  school 
houses;  erected  and  in  course  of  completion, 
136;  voted  to  be  built  at  the  last  annual  meet- 
ings, 220.  Total  number  of  new  school  houses 
undertaken  in  one  ydar,  520.”  The  House  will 
at  once  perceive,  with  such  facts  before  them, 
that  a new  spirit  has  been  infused  into  the  peo- 
ple by  the  law  which  enablesjtlie  people  to  come 
together  and  assess  themselves  for  the  con- 
struction of  school  houses.  I may  also  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  whilst  difficulties  have 
occurred,  and  a good  deal  of  embarrassment 
has  been  occasioned  by  the  hostility  of  large 
sections  of  the  people  to  a new  measure  of  this 
kind,  which  was  not  calculated  at  the  outset, 
for  many  reasons,  to  be  very  jjopular,  yet  the 
Superintendent  of  Education  is  able  to  show 
that  a larger  number  of  children  have  been  re- 
ceiving school  instructions — although  in  many 
of  the  sections  the  schools  have  been  closed — 
than  in  any  previous  year  of  which  we  have  a 
record.  This  significant  fact  shows  conclusive- 
ly that  whatever  may  be  the  shortcomings  of 
present  legislation,  a most  important  stride  has 
been  taken  towards  the  general  education  of 
the  country. 

The  House  will  remember  that  whilst  the  go- 
vernment were  sustained  by  the  Legislature, 
at  the  last  sesion,  in  carrying  out  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  free  schools — county  as- 
sesment  as  the  means  by  which  these  schools 
would  be  sustained— the  bill  was  materially  al- 
tered from  what  it  was  when  first  introduced. 
One  of  the  alterations  was  in  respect  to  the 
mode  of  supplementing  the  amount  derived 
from  the  provincial  treasury  and  from  the 


county  assessment.  The  Bill  propounded  that 
the  amount  should  be  left  open,  and  the  rate- 
payers of  the  section  should  be  enabled  to  sup- 
plement the  provincial  and  county  grants  by 
assessment,  if  a majority  so  decided.  The 
House  altered  that  clause,  and  while  I believe 
that  the  great  difficulties  encountered  during 
the  past  year  chiefly  resulted  from  that  change, 
I cannot  say  at  this  moment  that  I regret  that 
the  bill  was  so  amended.  The  result  has  been 
that  the  attention  of  the  intelligent  people  of 
the  country  has  been  turned  to  the  importance 
of  this  sectional  assesment  and  to  the  necessity 
of  having  power  to  assess  themselves  as  they 
think  proper;  and  that  the  question  now  assu- 
mes a far  more  favorable  aspect  than  it  would 
have  otherwise.  From  all  parts  of  the  country 
that  have  made  their  voice  heard  in  the  House 
during  the  presentsession  ,the  evidence  has  come 
that  a great  change  of  public  sentiment  is  taking 
place.  Last  winter  I had  the  mortification  of 
hearing  petition  after  petition  read  at  the  table 
opposed  to  the  general  principle  of  assessment 
as  the  means  of  supporting  the  common  schools 
of  the  country.  I may  be  mistaken,  but  as  far 
as  my  memory  serves  me  at  present,  I have 
not  heard  one  petition  read  during  this  session 
that  asks  the  Legislature  to  recede  from  the 
principle  of  assessment  which  they  have  adopt- 
ed, and  to  return  to  the  old  system  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools. 

Under  these  gratifying  circumstances, — in 
view  of  the  demand  that  is  coming  up  from  the 
most  intelligent  sections  of  the  country  for  the 
privilege  to  supplement  the  chief  sources  of 
support  by  local  assessment,— the  House  will 
not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  Committee 
on  Education  have  reported  a bill  asking  this 
Legislature  to  give  effect  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petitions.  Under  the  existing  law  a certain 
sum  of  money  has  been  annually  voted  from 
the  treasury  to  each  county  in  the  Province  for 
the  support  of  schools,  and  that  fund  has  been 
divided  by  the  Boards  of  Commissioners 
among  the  teachers,  according  to  their  classifi- 
cation. The  committee  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Superintendent  as  presented  in  his  Report,  that 
this  system  is  capable  of  some  very  radical 
changes.  The  object  of  the  Provincial  aid  ought 
to  be,  as  far  as  possible,  to  do  equal  justice  to 
that  great  body  of  persons  whose  services  are 
so  essential  to  the  education  of  the  country, 
namely,  the  schoolteachers.  Under  the  pre- 
sent law,  two  teachers,  of  the  same  class,  and 
of  equal  ability,  may  be  very  differently  paid. 
We  have  learned  that,  in  some  counties,  a first- 
class  male  teacher  has  received  $200,  whilst 
another,  equally  qualified,  has  only  received 
$71.30.  The  present  bill  proposes  that  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Provincial  grant  shall  be  made 
direct  from  the  treasury  to  every  teacher  in  the 
Province,  according  to  his  or  her  class  of  license, 
upon  the  certificate  of  the  Board  of  School 
Commissioners.  The  result  will  be  that  teach- 
ers of  the  same  class  and  qualifications  will 
receive  an  equal  amount  of  remuneration.  But 
there  is  another  reason  why  some  such  change 
as  this  is  necessary.  At  present,  the  trustees 
have  to  incur  very  onerous  responsibilities. 
They  are  required  to  make  engagements  with, 
and  become  responsible  to,  the  teachers  for 
their  salaries.  Gentlemen  naturally  shrink 
from  a position  which  entails  upon  them  a 
large  responsibility,  without  enabling  them  to 
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know  from  what  source  they  will  get  the  re- 
quisite funds.  When  they  engage  the  teacher, 
they  cannot  tell  whether  they  shall  receive 
$200  or  $50  from  the  Provincial  treasury,— it 
depends  entirely  upon  circumstances  over 
which  they  have  no  control,  The  new  law, 
however,  will  remedy  this  difficulty,  and  place 
the  trustees  in  that  position  which  it  is  necess- 
ary they  should  occupy.  The  scale  of  remunera- 
tion proposed  is  as  follows 

1st  class  male  teachers,  $120 

1st  “ female  “ ) ^ 

2nd  “ male  “ ( w 

2nd  “ female  “ i — 

3rd  “ male  “ . j 60 

3rd  “ female  “ 45 

A very  strong  feeling  has  been  exhibited  by 
large  numbers  of  the  people  to  provide  for  the 
education  of  the  country  by  indirect  taxation; 
in  other  words,  to  draw  directly  from  the  trea- 
sury the  sums  of  money  required  to  keep  up 
our  schools.  The  Superintendent  of  Education 
has  gone  so  fully  into  this  subject,  and  has 
shown  so  conclusively  that  such  a system  is 
entirely  impracticable,  that  it  would  be  entire- 
ly superfluous  for  me  to  make  any  lengthy  re- 
marks on  the  question.  I have  never  yet  met 
a man  who  has  been  able  to  suggest  any  satis- 
factory means  by  which  this  money  could  be 
distributed,  and  by  which  the  common  school 
education  of  the  country  could  be  efficiently 
sustained.  The  House,  however,  will  be  glad 
to  know  that  from  the  scale  ot  provision  now 
suggested  the  teachers  will  be  better  paid, 
acording  to  their  class  and  merits,  and  will  ne- 
cessarily feel  stimulated  to  increase  their  at- 
tainments. By  this  means,  the  qualifications 
of  the  teachers  will  be  improved,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  our  schools  correspondingly  raised.— 
The  mode  proposed  will  secure,  besides,  a more 
satisfactory  provision  for  the  regular  increase 
of  schools  and  teachers.  The  extension  of  edu- 
cational operations  will  be  met  by  a correspon- 
ding increase  in  the  aggregate  sum  annually 
drawn  from  the  treasury.  The  amount  thus 
drawn  will  depend  upon  the  number  of  schools 
in  operation,  the  class  of  teachers  engaged,  and 
the  length  of  time  the  schools  are  kept  open 
during  each  term.  Therefore  it  will  be  seen  at 
once  that  the  result  of  the  proposed  change  will 
be  to  increase  the  amount  that  will  be  annual- 
ly contributed  from  the  provincial  treasury  for 
the  support  of  this  great  public  interest. 

The  committee  do  not  propose  at  all  to  inter- 
fere with  the  system  of  county  assessment, 
which,  as  far  as  I am  able  to  ascertain,  has  giv- 
en very  general  satisfaction  to  all  its  friends ; 
but  they  believe  that  in  order  to  make  the  prin- 
ciple mere  acceptable  you  must  carry  it  far 
enough  to  secure  such  advantages  as  will  con- 
vince the  people  of  the  necessity  and  benefit  of 
contributing  directly  to  the  support  of  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  country.  Under  the  pre- 
sent system,  the  amount  so  contributed  has 
been  found  too  small,  large  as  has  been  the 
amount  granted  from  the  treasury.  The  com- 
mittee believe  that  the  provincial  and  county 
grants  should  be  large  enough  to  establish  a 
school  of  the  lower  grade— in  order  that  there 
may  not  be  any  section,  however  poor,  that  will 
not  have  the  meaus  of  teaching  every  child  to 
read  the  Bible.  It  is  proposed  to  assess  every 
county  in  the  province  only  to  the  extent  of  30 
cents  for  every  individual  of  the  population— 
which  sum,  we  believe,  will  raise  such  a fund 


•as  is  required.  This  amount  will  involve  a lit- 
tle addition  to  the  present  rate  of  assessment, 
but  it  is  quite  insignificant.  On  the  other  hand, 
as  I have  already  shown,  the  amount  drawn 
from  the  provincial  treasury  for  the  payment 
of  teachers  will  increase  with  the  population 
and  wealth  of  the  country  year  by  year,  and 
in  this  way  the  desire  of  the  people  to  have  a 
large  and  liberal  system  of  free  schools  will  be 
fully  accomplished. 

Then  the  bill,  instead  of  depriving  the  people 
of  this  country  of  the  privilege,  which  they 
have  enjoyed  for  twenty  years,  of  assessing 
themselves,  in  order  to  sustain  a higher  grade 
of  schools,  proposes  to  give  to  a majority  of 
the  ratepayers  in  each  section  the  power  to  pro- 
vide school  houses,  as  well  as  apparatus,  and 
everything  appertaining  to  a thorough  system 
of  education.  This  provision  will  leave  the 
matter  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
themselves ; it  will  be  impossible  to  levy,  under 
this  law,  any  rate  on  a section  except  it  is 
voted  by  a majority  of  the  rate  payers. 

It  is  proposed,  I may  here  state,  to  distribute 
the  amount  derived  from  the  country  in  the 
same  mode  as  exists  at  present,  according  to 
the  average  attendance  at  the  schools.  The 
effect  of  this  system  has  been  most  salutary 
upon  the  attendance  of  the  children,  as  will  be 
seen  from  a reference  to  the  Superintendent’s 
report. 

The  only  other  point  to  which  it  is  necessary 
that  I should  call  your  attention  is  the  fact  that 
this  bill  proposes  to  grant  $10,400  for  books,  in 
addition  to  the  sum  annually  voted  from  the 
provincial  treasury.  These  books  are  to  be 
furnished  to  all  the  schools  throughout  the 
province  at  one-half  of  their  actual  cost,  and  a 
large  portion  of  the  money  so  expended  will 
gradually  be  returned  to  the  province.  By 
this  means  a uniform  system  of  school  educa- 
tion will  be  arranged,  and  the  people  be  reliev- 
ed of  a very  large  charge  now  falling  upon 
them. 

In  relation  to  the  city  of  Halifax,  I may  state 
that  all  the  Commissioners— a Board  of  most 
influential  men,  who  have  given  a great  deal 
of  time  and  attention  to  their  duties — appeared 
before  the  committee,  and  agreed  on  certain 
alterations  that  are  now  proposed.  The  law 
for  the  city,  as  you  are  aware,  provides,  in  the 
first  place,  for  assessment  in  the  same  rate  as 
the  county  assessment  throughout  the  Pro- 
vince, and  secondly,  that  the  Commissioners 
shall  have  the  power  of  levying  a second  rate 
upon  the  citizens,  to  supplement  the  amount 
required  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  pub- 
lic schools.  The  Commissioners  have  asked 
the  House  to  alter  the  law  so  as  to  enable  the 
entire  amount  required  to  be  levied  with  the 
city  assessment  in  the  first  instance,  and  there- 
by avoid  the  necessity  of  raising  a supplemen- 
tary sum.  The  committee  were  not  prepared 
to  alter  the  clause  which  provides  that  two 
Commissioners  shall  be  drawn  from  eaeh  ward. 
The  Commissioners  thought  that  it  would  be 
preferable  if  the  Government  should  select  the 
Board,  irrespective  of  the  ward.  We  met 
them,  however,  on  the  threshold  with  the  argu- 
ment that  they  presented,  in  their  own  persons 
the  strongest  evidence  why  no  change  should 
be  made  in  this  respect.  The  Commissioners 
also  recommended  that  the  Board  be  paid  $800 
a year  for  their  services,  but  to  this  we  could 
not  agree.  I have  no  doubt  it  was  a very  legi- 
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timate  claim, — but  ? the  committee  felt  they 
could  not  propose  it  to  the  House  without  bring- 
ing up,  necessarily,  the  question  of  payment  to 
the  School  Commissioners  throughout  the 
Province.  Such  a payment  would  involve  a 
heavy  expenditure,  which  this  country  is  not 
prepared  to  incur.  We  believe  that  these 
gentlemen,  in  the  city  and  country,  must  for 
the  present  discharge  their  duties,  onerous  and 
responsible  as  they  are,  gratuitously,  for  other- 
wise the  amount  of  Provincial  aid  would  be 
materially  crippled.  The  government  and 
country,  at  the  same  time,  fully  apprecciate 
the  great  services  that  these  gentlemen  per- 
form in  connection  with  the  important  question 
of  education. 

In  conclusion,  I will  only  say  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  which,  I am  now  presenting, 
has  been  adopted  with  only  one  dissentient 
voice — the  bon.  member  for  Guysboro’  did  not 
feel  himself  warranted  in  agreeing  to  the  sug- 
gestions embodied  in  this  bill.  I have  no  doubt 
that  the  Legislature,  without  reference  to  party, 
will  perform  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  the 
country  by  considering  this  important  question 
in  that  dispassionate  and  deliberate  manner  to 
which  il  is  entitled. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said — As  the  dissent  which 
I expressed  in  committee  to  this  measure  has 
been  spoken  of,  it  is  but  right  that  I should  state 
the  reasons  which  led  to  that  dissent.  During 
last  session  I expressed  myself  hostile  to  the 
principle  of  direct  assessment  for  educational 
purposes,  and  I have  seen  nothing  in  the  interim 
to  induce  me  to  change  my  opinion;  on  the 
contrary,  my  own  observation  and  communica- 
tion have  given  me  reason  to  have  that  opin- 
ion deepened,  and  have  added  force  to  the 
views  I then  entertained.  The  Provincial 
Secretary  has  spoken  of  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  reference  to  educational  measures, 
and  he  told  us  in  the  session  of  1864,  as  well  as 
last  session,  that  that  duty  was  fully  recognised 
by  the  Administration.  I would  enquire  how 
it  is  that  that  duty  is  now  ignored  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  why  it  is  that  it  has  devolved 
upon  a committee  of  this  House.  Not  only  are 
the  gentlemen  composing  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  this  country  charged  with  the  administra- 
tion  of  public. affairs,  but  they  constitute  also, 
nominally  at  least,  the  Council  of  Public  In- 
struction, and  have  been  unwilling  to  part  with 
that  title,  so  that  in  both  capacities  it  became 
especially  their  duty,  in  this  matter,  to  place 
themselves  before  the  country.  The  Council 
of  Public  Instruction,  as  I have  said,  have  but 
a,  nominal  existence;  the  duties  are  discharged 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  and  not 
by  the  gentlemen  who  insist  on  having  this  de- 
nomination applied  to  them;  and  I think  I may 
find  in  this  fact  a good  reason  for  the  very  sig- 
nificant circumstance  that  numbers  of  peti- 
tions, all  couched  in  the  same  language,  have 
been  presented  to  the  House,  asking  for  such 
an  amendment  of  the  law  as  will  dispense  en- 
tirely with  voluntary  subscriptions  as  a means 
for  the  support  of  schools. 

Let  us  look  at  the  matter  practically,  and  see 
what  such  a modification  as  that  will  be.  We 
are  told  that  a taxation  of  thirty  cents  for  every 
soul  in  the  Province  will  be  imposed  on  the 
property  of  each  county ; every  gentleman  can 
make  the  calculation  for  himself,  but  I can  only 
say  it  is  going  to  impose  a very  onerous  tax  up- 
on the  people  of  this  country.  Take  a county 


having  a population  of  10,000  or  20,000,  for  ex- 
ample, and  you  will  see  what  a burden  you  are 
going  to  impose  upon  them  in  addition  to  their 
statute  labor,  their  militia  duties,  their  poor- 
rates,  and  their  ordinary  county  rates,  in  the 
name  of  the  advantages  to  be  secured  by  edu- 
cation. There  is  no  man  who  holds  the  value  of 
education  higher  than  I do,  and  no  one  who 
would  be  disposed  to  go  further  than  I to  se- 
cure its  blessings  for  the  people,  but  those  bles- 
sings are  not  to  be  secured  by  the  very  unfeel- 
ing and  arbitrary  measures  hitherto  adopted.1 
There  is  another  mode  more  agreeable  to  the 
feelings  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  and 
that  is  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  support- 
ing our  schools  out  of  the  public  treasury.  By 
the  system  now  in  operation,  a certain  propor- 
tion of  the  requisite  funds  are  derived  from 
this  source;  the  Government  have  therefore 
adopted  the  principle  in  part,  and  it  is  compe- 
tent for  them  to  introduce  a measure  which*  by 
adding  a very  small  per  cent.ageto  the  ad,  valo- 
rem duties,  would  secure  a sum  equal  to  what 
is  required  in  a ready  and  simple  way.  The 
Provincial  Secretary,  I say,  has  conceded  this 
principle.  I desire  to  see  it  extended,  knowing 
that  such  a system  would  produce  all  the  ef- 
fects contemplated,  and  would  be  consonant  to 
the  feelings,  instead  of  exciting  the  prejudices, 
of  the  people.  The  tax  of  thirty  cents  to  which 
I have  referred  to  is  not  all:  there  are  other 
large  expenses — for  instance,  the  allowance  for 
school  books  has  been  raised  from  $2000  to  $10,- 
000,  and  in  addition  there  is  to  be  a provision 
for  assessment,  by  the  vote  of  the  majority  in 
the  sections,  for  supplementary  support.  These 
are  some  of  the  reasons  which  have  induced 
me  to  withhold  my  assent  from  this  bill,  but 
there  will  be  another  opportunity  on  which  I 
shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  submit  these  views  in 
such  a shape  as  wiil  call  upon  every  member 
to  say  whether  he  is  disposed  to  place  upon  his 
constituents  the  onerous  tax  to  which  I have 
referred. 

Mr.  Archibald— I have  taken  a deep  inter- 
est in  educational  matters  ever  since  they 
were  brought  before  the  Legislature,  and  I 
have  never  scrupled  to  express  in#  the  most 
open  manner  the  views  I entertained  without 
considering  whether  they  were  popular  or  the 
reverse.  In  the  bill  of  last  year  there  were 
features  to  which  I took  very  strong  excep- 
tions, and  on  which  I divided  the  House,  be- 
cause I believed  they  would  impede  the  oper- 
ation of  the  measure.  Notwithstanding  my 
objections,  the  provisions  in  reference  to  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  were  introduced 
and  carried,  but  I entirely  differ  from  my 
friend  who  has  just  spoken,  in  his  views  of  the 
duties  discharged  by  the  Superintendent 
Education; — so  far  from  my  objecting  that 
that  officer  should  be  mainly  responsible  for 
t.he  management  of  the  department,  I consi- 
der that  a redeeming  feature  which  I hardly 
expected  to  find.  My  objection  never  was  to 
giving  to  such  an  officer  large  and  important 
powers,  but  to  having  him  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Council  that  appoints  him,  and, 
therefore,  so  far  from  thinking  that  he  has 
too  much  power,  I should  be  very  glad  to  see 
the  name  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
blotted  out  altogether.  The  hon.  member  for 
Guysborougb  is  perfectly  consistent  in  the 
course  which  he  has  adopted, — he  has  always 
opposed  assessment  for  educational  purposes, 
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and  I was  quite  prepared  to  see  him  oppose 
this  bill  upon  the  same  grounds,  but  it  will 
be  for  the  House  to  say  whether  its  details  are 
likely  to  improve  the  system  now  in  oper- 
ation. Thers  are  two  or  three  features  com- 
prised in  this  measure  in  which  I think  every- 
body should  concur.  For  the  alteration  made 
in  the  bill  of  last  year  substituting  partially 
the  system  of  voluntary  subscription  for  as- 
sessment, I am  willing  to  take  a large  share 
of  responsibility,  and  I will  say  further,  that 
if  the  question  were  to  be  brought  up  again 
with  the  temper  of  the  country  in  the  same 
oondition,  I would  repeat  my  proposition, 
and  feel  that  I was  acting  in  the  educational 
interests  of  the  country  to  urge  its  accept- 
ance on  the  House.  What  was  the  condition 
of  the  country  ? It  will  be  recollected  that  in 
1864,  when  the  first  bill  was  passed,  the 
question  of  taxation  was  introduced  for  the 
first  time,  and  we  made  a provision  by  which 
assessment  was  not  compulsory,  but  the  peo- 
ple could  raise  one  third  of  the  required  am- 
ount either  by  that  course  or  by  voluntary 
subscriptions,  so  that  in  each  of  the  thousand 
sections  into  which  the  country  was  divided 
there  was  a debate  and  a squabble  creating 
angry  and  irritable  feeling  because  the  peo- 
ple felt  that  if  they  failed  to  subscribe,  or  if 
having  subscribed  they  failed  to  pay,  the  mode 
of  assessment  was  resorted  to  and  they  were 
disposed  to  think  that  they  were  being  en- 
trapped into  a system  to  which  they  were  op- 
posed. It  was  impossible  not  to  see  that  it 
was  necessary  to  meet  this  feeling,  and  a 
large  number  were  of  opinion  that  voluntary 
support  was  all  that  was  required,— we  adop- 
ted a clause  to  remedy  the  difficulty  and  what 
is  the  result?  Do  any  of  the  petitions  present- 
ed ask  us  to  recede  from  the  step  taken?  No, 
but  they  all  ask  us  to  advance  a step  further 
and  to  sectional  assessment,  so  that  the 
course  taken  last  year  by  soothing  the  ex- 
isting excitement  has  been  most  beneficial 
and  has  led  the  people  to  believe  the  system 
of  assessment  to  be  a sound  one.  Another 
feature  to  which  I wish  to  refer  is  the  dis- 
tribution of  money  according  to  counties 
by  whjch  all  persons  engaged  iu  teaching, 
possessing  the  same  qualifications  and  pass- 
ing the  same  examination,  shall  be  entitled, 
wherever  situated,  to  the  same  remunera- 
tion. It  is  quite  obvious  that  if  you  tell  every 
teacher  that  ’no  matter  what  county  he  may 
go  to  he  will  have  a fixed  sum  for  his  services 
you  not  only  give  him  a security  and  an  in- 
ducement to  discharge  his  duties  fairly, 
but  you  hold  out  to  him  a great  encourage- 
ment to  advance  himself  from  a lower  to  a 
higher  grade,  and  you  let  him  know  that 
the  moment  he  arrives  at  the  condition  of  a 
superior  teacher  the  amount  of  his  salary  will 
be  increased.  It  is  obvious  that  all  teachers 
should  if  possible  have  first  class  quali- 
fications and  every  one  knows  that  the 
difference  in  this  respect  is  immediately 
felt  in  the  results  of  their  labours  in  the 
school; — it  is  therefore  of  great  consequence 
to  get  the  teachers  themselves  to  feel  that 
they  are  personally  interested  in  this  mat- 
ter. The  hon.  member  for  Guysboro’  has 
also  taken  exception  to  the  large  sum  to  be 
voted  for  school  books.  If  there  is  one  thing 
more  than  another  that  impedes  school  teach- 
ing it  is  the  system  which  gives  to  the  teacher 


five  or  six  different  kinds  of  books,  and  obliges 
him  to  fritter  away  a large  portion  of  his  time 
in  adapting  himself  to  them.  The  arrangement 
proposed  13  that  a sum  be  appropriated  for 
school  books,  which  the  sections  may  purchase 
at  half  cost,  so  that  instead  of  being  thwarted 
as  he  was  under  the  old  system  the  teacher 
will  find  a uniform  edition  of  the  best  school 
books  approved  by  the  Council  of  Public  In- 
struction at  his  hand.  Instead  therefore  of 
being  an  objection,  I consider  that  one  of  the 
wisest  provisions  ifi  the  bill,  and  if  you  were 
to  take  that  money  and  buy  up  all  the  school 
books  in  use,  excepting  those  approved,  and 
burn  them,  I believe  you  would  be  conferring 
a service  upon  the  country  and  improving  its 
system  of  education.  As  regards  the  support 
of  our  schools,  it  is  a very  popular  doctrine  to 
say  to  the  people  that  they  should  be  support- 
ed out  of  the  general  revenue,  and  such  a doc- 
trine would  receive  a large  amount  of  support 
at  the  hustings,  but  its  adoption  is  practically 
impossible,  because  the  amount  of  money  re- 
quired for  educational  purposes  would  be  lar- 
ger than  the  revenue  would  bear.  But  it  is 
said  that  by  taking  something  from  the  chest 
the  principle  is  conceded.  I admit  it  is  conce- 
ded that  the  treasury  should  bear  a part  of  the 
burden,  but  there  is  not  only  a duty  devolving 
upon  the  general  public,  but  a duty  devolving 
on  the  smaller  public  constituting  a county, 
and  a third  duty  devolving  on  each  indivi- 
dual section  to  support  the  school  iu  which  it 
is  specially  interested.  In  point  of  fact  it  has 
been  found,  and  the  Superintendent  refers  to 
the  matter  in  his  report,  that  in  those  coun- 
tries where  a public  endowment  exists  the 
system  has  failed  to  give  good  schools,  for  per- 
sons who  have  their  education  found  for  them 
are  disposed  to  undervalue  it,  as  in 
matters  of  religion  it  has  been  found  that 
those  who  have  to  contribute  most 
largely  to  the  support  of  their  churches 
value  the  benefits  they  derive  more  highly.  I 
believe  there  is  no  way  in  which  we  can  better 
divide  the  support  to  be  given  to  education 
than  by  making  it  partly  county  and  partly 
sectional.  The  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  that  no 
section  will  be  in  such  a position  that  it  can- 
not have  a school  of  some  kind,  and  no  trus- 
tees will  be  in  a position  to  say  that  they  can- 
not employ  a teacher,  because  the  fund  will  be 
amply  sufficient  for  the  purpose;  — if  on  the 
other  hand  a section  desires  a better  school, 
and  has  the  public  spirit  to  take  the  necessary 
measures,  their  wants  will  be  supplied,  and 
their  efforts  aided.  Many  persons  seem  to 
suppose  that  the  objections  which  have  arisen 
prove  that  there  is  something  fundamentally 
wrong  in  the  system  that  has  been  adopted, 
but  I believe  that  if  you  passed  a bill  which 
was  absolutely  perfect,  a large  number  of 
difficulties  would  have  arisen,  because  you- 
can  never  get  the  habits  of  the  people  in  such 
a position  that  they  are  prepared  for  a sud- 
den change,  and  if  the  present  bill,  which  is 
a vast  improvement  upon  the  others,  had 
been  passed  at  first,  I consider  that  simi- 
lar obstacles  would  have  been  encoun- 
tered. I think  the  house  has  a right  to 
congratulate  tbe  country  and  the  friends  of 
education  have  a right  to  congratulate  them- 
selves that  after  two  years’  trial  of  the  educa- 
tion law  in  th®  nineteen  counties  of  the  pro- 
vince you  find  the  municipal  bodies  without  a 
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dissenting  voice  agreeing  to  assess  themselves 
for  a very  large  sum  to  support  their  schools. 
Anybody  fortelliug  such  an  occurrence  some 
years  ago  would  have  been  looked  on  as  a 
dreamer,  and  it  must  be  seen  that  when  those 
municipal  bodies  have  been  taught  to  regard 
it  as  their  duty  to  make  this  assessment,  a 
great  stride  has  been  taken  in  the  cause  of 
education,  aud  that  year  by  ‘year  as  the 
country  becomes  used  to  the  system  the  taxa- 
tion will  be  imposed  with  increasing  facility.  I 
therefore  feel  that  this  bill  is  a great  improve- 
ment on  the  legislation  of  last  year,  and 
though  it  has  met  with  an  opposition  quite 
consistent,  with  the  past  history  of  some  gen- 
tleman, I am  happy  to  say  that  in  a com- 
mittee formed  without  respect  to  creed  or 
party  every  gentleman  recognized  the  import- 
ance of  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  founded. 
It  was  said  in  the  discussion  of  last  session 
that  the  gentleman  holding  the  office  of  Su- 
perintendent of  Education  previously  to  the 
present  incumbent  had  been  of  opinion  that 
the  third  proportion  of  the  requisite  support 
should  be  made  by  voluntary  subscriptions, 
but  1 have  looked  at  the  reports  of  the  late 
Superintendent  and  also  of  Dr.  Dawson,  and  I 
find  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  is  the  prin- 
ciple which  they  all, attempted  to  introduce. 

Dr.  E.  L.  Brown  said — As  one  of  the  com- 
mittee, I desire  to  say  that  I approve  of  most 
of  the  conclusions  which  they  came  to.  On 
one  point  I differed  in  opinion  from  the  other 
members,  holding  that  the  monies  coming 
from  the  Province  should  pass  through  the 
hands  of  the  Board,  to  be  distributed  by  them, 
believing  such  a course  to  be  more  respectful 
to  the  gentlemen  composing  them. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  said— I cannot  allow 
this  opportunity  to  pass  of  expressing  my  ad- 
miration of  the  abilities  of  the  Provincial 
Secretary  in  defending  the  Education  Law. 
It  has  been  said  of  some  men,  that  words  are 
given  them  to  conceal  their  thoughts,  and  it 
would  seem  that  he  is  endowed  with  that 
ability.  In  my  opinion,  the  law  was  the 
most  unpopular  one  that  had  been  passed  for 
years, — but  it  would  appear,  from  that  gen- 
tleman’s language,  that  nothing  has  exceeded 
its  value,  and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  en- 
dorses these  sentiments.  Matters  appear  to 
have  come  to  a strange  condition  in  this 
country,  and  I think  it  is  high  time  for  us  to 
look  around  and  see  what  is  going  to  happen. 
My  views  of  the  bill  are  very  different  from 
those  which  these  gentlemen  entertain;  and  I 
think  that  a Government  who  have  been  agi- 
tating the  country  for  three  years  by  an  im- 
perfect measure  should  he  held  responsible 
for  that  agitation,  without  allowing  them  to 
throw  it  off  by  inducing  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position to  amalgamate  with  them.  I am 
afraid  that  that  gentleman  is  playing  a game 
upon  the  Government,  and  I would  advise 
them  to  extricate  themselves  as  best  they  can. 
It  would  be  difficult  for  many  persons  to  un- 
derstand the  manner  in  which  some  portions 
of  the  country  have  been  tormented  by  this 
law.  This  is  the  fourth  bill;  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly a melancholy  circumstance  if  gentle- 
men setting  themselves  up  to  govern  the 
country  cannot  mature  a measure  without 
this  difficulty  and  delay.  Before  the  people 
fairly  understand  what  the  law  is,  they  find 
that  a new  bill  has  been  introduced.  Upon 


the  second  reading  I will  move  an  amend- 
ment expressing  my  views,  for  I hold  that 
if  the  Government  intend  to  establish  free 
schools,  those  schools  should  be  supported 
out  of  the  revenue,  instead  of  obliging  the 
people  to  tax  themselves  for  the  support  of 
schools  which  are  under  Government  con- 
trol. If  it  is  desirable  to  maintain  schools 
for  the  poor,  let  the  treasury  bear  the  bur- 
den, and  the  people  will  contribute  aid,— but  a 
system  like  the  present  one  I believe  to  be  op- 
posed to  constitutional  principles.  It  should 
also  be  remembered  that  there  are  classes  in 
this  country  who  do  not  approve  of  having  one 
common  school  for  all  the  children  of  the  sec- 
tion, but  would  prefer  separate  schools,  and 
this  law  is  unjust  to  them,  because,  while  they 
are  taxed  to  support  the  common  school,  they 
have  likewise  to  bear  a proportion  of  the  ex- 
pense of  a private  school.  One  of  the  features 
of  the  bill  introduced  last  session  was  the  pro- 
vision that  no  man  should  be  obliged  to  pay  a 
sum  greater  than  $40,-  but  when  it  went  to  the 
country  as  law,  no  such  clause  was  to  be  found. 
The  leader  of  the  opposition  made  reference 
to  the  system  of  church  support,  but  that,  I 
consider,  rests  on  entirely  different  principles. 
Many  of  the  statements  made  by  that  gentle- 
man in  the  course  of  his  speech  I deny  in  toto. 

Mr.  Tobin  said— The  hon.  gentleman  usual- 
ly styled  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  ought  to 
be  called  a supporter  of  the  Government. 
From  that  gentleman  I entirely  differ  in  his 
views  of  the  constitution  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction.  If  the  Superintendent 
were  clothed  with  entire  and  absolute  autho- 
rity, he  would  have  some  difficulty  in  going 
into  some  counties  in  the  Province.  I believe 
that  to  be  the  conservative  feature  in  the  bill, 
and  a very  valuable  provision,  as  giving  such 
a right  of  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
perintendent as  would  allay  the  feelings  of  ex- 
asperation that  were  likely  to  be  aroused.  If 
it  had  been  otherwise,  no  Superintendent 
could  have  withstood  the  opposition  of  the 
people  in  arranging  the  various  sections. 
That  is  the  only  point,  however,  on  which  I 
differ  from  the  learned  gentleman.  I was  of 
opinion  last  year  that  the  optional  clause 
would  have  an  injurious  effect  in  impeding 
the  operation  of  the  law,  arid  the  petitions 
which  have  been  presented  have  confirmed 
that  impression.  I have  only  to  add,  that  as 
one  of  the  committee,  the  bill  has  received  my 
entire  concurrence,  and  that  I believe  its  pro- 
visions to  be  such  as  were  desirable. 

House  adjourned  until  3 P.  M.  on  Monday 
next. 


Monday,  Maroh  12, 1866. 

The  House- met  at  3 o’clock. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  McKay  presented  a petition  from  West 
River,  in  the  County  of  Pictou,  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a Way  office. 

Also  a petition  from  700  persons  in  Colches- 
ter and  Pictou  Counties,  in  reference  to  a Rail- 
way Station. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  Abraham  McIntosh  and  others,  for  a 
grant  to  a breakwater  at  St.  Anns’. 

Also  a petition  asking  compensation  for 
damages  sustained  by  the  carrying  away  of  a 
bridge. 

Also  a road  petition  from  Cape  Breton. 
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DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


Mr.  Bobicheau  presented  a petition  from 
Sandy  Cove,  in  the  county  of  Digby,  for  addi- 
tional mail  communication. 

Mr.  Hebb  asked  the  government  to  lay  on 
the  table  papers  relating  to  the  Inspector  of 
Schools  for  Lunenburg  County,  and  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  to  31st  Dec. 

Mr.  Hatfield  presented  a petition  from 
the  district  of  Yarmouth  in  reference  to  a mail 
route. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  W.  J.  Ward  and  others  in  reference  to  a 
Post  Office  at  St.  Mary’s  Bay. 

Also  a petition  for  remuneration  for  extra 
services  from  contractors  for  the  erection  of  a 
light  house. 

Also  a petition  from  coloured  persons  resi« 
ding  near  the  town  of  Digby  on  the  subject  of 
Education. 

Also  a petition  from  Westport  against  Con- 
federation 

Mr.  Boss  presented  petitions  from  Post  Mas- 
ters of  Inglis  Town  andjjBoularderie  for  increase 
of  salaries. 

Also  a petition  from  D McLean  and  Angus 
Hynes,  ferrymen,  asking  compensation  for  the 
additional  labour  devolving  upon  them  under 
the  Militia  Law. 

Also  a petition  from  44  inhabitants  of  Big 
Baddeek  for  a road  from  that  place  to  St. 
Anns. 

Mr.  Churchill  presented  a petition  for  an 
increase  of  salary. 

Mr.  Archibald  presented  a petition  for  the 
contract  for  the  building  of  a bridge  at  Acadia 
Mines. 

Also  a petition  from  Bev.  Mr.  Waddell,  a 
Commissioner  of  Schools  for  the  shore  district 
of  the  County  of  Halifax,  setting  forth  desired 
changes  in  the  Education  law,  in  reference  to 
the  support  of  Schools  in  poor  sections. — Ee- 
ferred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Mr.  Townsend  a petition  from  Yarmouth 
for  the  erection  of  a breakwater. 

Also  two  other  petitions  on  postal  matters. 

BILLS. 

Mr.  Pryor,  as  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Private  and  Local  bills  reported  favourably 
on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ophir  Mining 
Company  without  amendments,  and  the  bills 
to  incorporate  the  Strait  of  Camsp  .Marine 
Bail  way  Company,  the  Nova  Scotia  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Merrigoipisb  Coal  Mining 
Company,  and  the  Washington  Pier  and  Har- 
bor Company,  with  amendments. 

Hon.  Atty.  Qenl.  presented  a petition  for 
an  act  to  enable  the  Trustees  of  a School  Sec- 
tion in  Colchester  to  sell  the  school  bouse. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  introduced  a bill  to  es- 
tablish a system  of  Sewerage  in  the  City  of 
Halifax.— Also  a petition  from  Gay’s  Biver  on 
the  subject  of  Education. 

STEWIACKE  RAILWAY  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  Archibald  enquired  of  the  Govern- 
ment whether  certain  lands  at  Lower  Stewi- 
aekf$  had  been  disposed  of.  Be  said  that  the 
sale  of  this  property  bad  been  reported  against 
by  the  Bailway  Committee  but  he  had  been 
informed  that  the  Government  bad  determin'ed 
to  override  this  decision  and  to  sell  the  land. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  explained  that  in 
previous  sessions  the  matter  had  come  before 
the  Committee  in  the  shape  of  a claim  founded 
on  the  assertion  that  the  land  had  never  been 
paid  for  and  tkatia  greater  quantity  had  been 


taken  than  was  intended.  The  lot  referred  to 
was  not  required  for  Bailway  purposes  and 
the  applicant  offered  an  exchange,  giving  in- 
stead of  this  lot  a property  about  double  the 
dimensions  in  another  locality.  That  the  lot 
was  not  required  to  be  retained  was  shown  by 
the  fact  that  it  was  leased  at  the  time  of  its 
transfer. 

Mr.  Parker  said  that  the  claims  of  the  pur- 
chase had  been  before  the  House  for  two  Ses- 
sions and  the  decision  of  the  Committee  ap- 
peared to  have  been  overridden. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  said  that  both  appli- 
cations of  the  purchaser  stated  that  the  pro- 
perty had  not  been  paid  for. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  Committee 
were  indisposed  to  part  with  the  property  at 
all  for  the  reason  that  the  rent  which  it  produ- 
ced was  larger  than  the  sale  would  produce. 
petitions. 

Mr.  Archibald  presented  a petition  for  the 
establishment  of  a Way  Office  at  North  Biver. 

Mr.  Jas.  Eraser  presented  a petition  from 
East  Biver  and  Albion  Mines  in  reference  to 
the  building  of  a bridge. 

equity  law. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  introduced  a bill  to 
amend  cbaps.  124  and  125  of  the  Bevised 
Statutes,  in  reference  to  Equity  proceedings. 
He  said  that  this  bill  was  a counterpart  of  the 
hill  introduced  last  year  which  passed  unani- 
mously, its  object  being  to  provide  for  the 
conduct  of  cases  in  Equity.  Under  the  present 
system  arising  from  the  abolition  of  the  separ- 
ate Jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the 
business  bad  been  transferred  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  Judges  of  which  had  endeavored  to 
perform  the  duties  thus  thrown  upon  them, 
but  a great  deal  of  difficulty  had' been  fre- 
quently experienced  by  questions  of  equity 
being  frequently  introduced  into  cases  origin- 
ally founded  in  law,  and  professional  gentle- 
men were  frequently  astonished  in  the  trial  of 
causes  of  that  kind  at  being  unexpectedly 
turned  over  to  the  Equity  Court.  Difficulties 
like  those,  he  said,  had  led  both  bench  and 
bar  to  the  conclusion  that  some  change  was 
required  in  Equity  proceedings, — the  J udges 
had  met  and  the  bill  was  the  result  of  their 
deliberations.  His  own  practice  in  the 
Supreme  Court  had  led  him  to  the  belief  that 
a great  deal  of  difficulty  and  expense  had 
arisen  from  the  existing  practice  in  these 
matters,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  the 
bill  did  not  go  far  enough,  for  the  provisions 
of  the  legislature  combining  law  and  equity 
he  considered  had  been  carried  farther  than 
was  intended. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  he  was  aware  that 
great  difficulties  had  arisen  in  the  practice  as 
at  present  established,  and  he  knew  that  two 
or  three  important  suits  had  not  been  advanc- 
ed a single  step  for  a year  owing  to  these  dif- 
ficulties. fiis  own  idea,  however,  ran  contra- 
ry to  that  of  the  Attorney  General,- for  he 
would  desire  to  see  not  a further  divorce  of 
equity  from  law,  hut  a,  resolemnization  of  the 
marriage,  the  banns. of  which  that  gentleman 
had  pronounced  some  years  ago.  The  hon. 
gentleman,  he  said,  had  long  studied  to  re- 
move the  difference  in  the  proceedings,  but 
he  would  now  be  fairly  open  to  the  charge  of 
being  untrue  to  his  early  instincts.  No  greater 
boon  could  be  conferred  on  the  people  than  to 
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make  such  a provision  as  would  give  to  a man 
Tihe  right  to  go  into  court  with  a case  in  which 
he  was  entitled  to  succeed  without  being  hus- 
tled from  oue  court  into  another,  without  get- 
ting justice  in  any.  His  idea  had  been  that  in 
the  appointment,  of  an  Equity  Judge  the  op- 
posite road  had  been  taken,  and  that  af- 
ter adoplng  a system  which  the  people  were 
beginning  to  understand — that  system  was  be- 
ing destroyed,  and  the  old  Chancery  practice 
was  beiog  restored.  It  would  now  seem  as  it 
not  the  Chancery  Court,  but  the  Judge  who 
had  sat  in  that  court  had  been  legislated 
against,  and  nature  having  removed  him,  avd 
the  Attorney  General  having  obtained  a J udge 
whom  he  liked  better,  that  gentleman  was 
asking  the  house  to  go  back  to  a system  which 
was  unsuited  to  this  country,  and  was  being 
greatly  modified  in  countries  in  which  it  was 
established. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  no  more  important 
question  than  this  could  come  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  legislature.  It  was  evident 
to  members  of  the  profession  that  the  tendency 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years  was  to  re- 
vert to  the  Chancery  system,  and  if  such  were 
the  intention  the  course  should  be  taken  by 
the  house  with  its  eyes  open  and  without 
drifting  in  that  direction  under  a false  impres 
sion.  It  would  be  seen  by  a reference  to  the 
Statutes  that  provisions  very  much  assimilat- 
ed to  that  system  were  in  existence  for  equit- 
able issues  were  brought  from  the  country  and 
tried  in  Halifax  at  an  enormous  expense  to 
the  suitors.  He  had  been  connected  with  an 
action  of  ejectment  connected  with  the  county 
of  Antigonish  in  which  a verdict  had  been 
given  for  the  plaintiff  and  sustained  by  the 
whole  bench,  notwithstanding  which  proceed- 
ings were  being  taken  in  the  Equity  Court  to  set 
aside  the  verdict  and  endless  litigation 
must  be  the  result.  He  did  not  deny 
the  propriety  of  allowing  Equity  to  give 
a remedy  where  law  could  apply  none, 
but  he  thought  all  equity  actions  should  be 
tried  iu  the  county  where  they  originated.  It 
behoved  gentlemen  from  the  country  connect- 
ed with  the  legal  profession  to  see  that  all 
this  species  of  business  was  not  drawn  back  to 
Halifax,  as  there  was  a probability  of  its  being, 
and,  he  said,  it  seemed  probable  that  before 
mng  the  mask  would  be  thrown  off  and  the 
old  Court  of  Chancery  with  its  many  causes 
of  objection  and  its  great  expense  would  be  re- 
vived. The  change  proposed  by  the  bill  ap- 
peared to  be  an  important  one  and  he  trusted 
it  would  receive  careful  attention. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  said  that  his  wish  was 
not  to  limit  the  power  of  the  Supreme  Court 
Judges  in  applying  equitable  principles  nor  to 
change  the  venue  of  country  causes.  The 
Judges  seemed  now  to  be  under  the  impres- 
sion that  they  were  bound  to  apply  equitable 
principles  to  a case  of  law  under  trial  whether 
these  were  equitable  pleadings  or  not,  and 
the  moment  a Judge  left  the  fundamental 
principles  of  law  for  any  floating  ideas  of 
Equity,  a system  was  produced  on  which  no 
one  oould  depend.  If  any  members  of  the  pro- 
fession could  make  any  suggestion  by  which 
pure  law  could  be  had  wheu  it  was  wanted 
and  pure  equity  when  that  was  wanted  they 
would  be  gladly  received.  The  difficulty  at 
present  principally  arose  in  the  administration 


of  equitable  principles  in  cases  in  which  no 
equitable  pleadings  were  put  in. 

The  bill  was  read  a first  time. 

LICENSE  LAW. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  a number  of  peti- 
tions had  been  placed  in  his  hands,  praying  an 
alteration  of  the  license  law.  When  this  mat- 
ter had  been  discussed  previously,  the  decision 
of  the  legislature  bad  been  that  the  sale  of  li- 
quors and  the  sale  of  groceries  should  be  sepa- 
rated this  principle  had  been  conceded  as  a 
sound  one  by  nearly  every  member  whatever 
his  abstract  opinions  on  the  subject  of  temper- 
ance might  be.  It  bad  been  assumed  and  ad- 
mitted that  there  was  no  such  dangerous  com- 
bination as  that  which  formerly  existed,  and 
bis  opinion  had  been  that  the  matter  was  thus 
disposed  of,  but  it  appeared  by  a decision  of  the 
Recorder  of  Halifax  that  the  law  conld  be  eva- 
ded, or  its  difficulties  got  over,  by  granting  two 
licenses  to  each  individual  so  that,  instead  of 
separating  the  two  branches  of  trade,  the  effect 
was  merely  to  impose  a heavier  tax  upon  the 
dealer.  He  presented  petitions  from  the  resi- 
dents of  Wallace,  Argyle,  St.  Margaret’s  Bay, 
Elmsdale,  and  Margaree  on  this  subject,  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  amend 
chap.  19  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  in  the  license  law 
there  had  always  been  a distinction  made  be- 
tween the  town  of  Pictou,  the  city  of  Halifax, 
and  the  other  portions  of  the  Province.  He  did 
not  understand  why  some  of  his  constituents 
had  petitioned  for  a changb  in  the  license  law 
of  Halifax. 

Mr.  Archibald  replied  that  the  matter  was 
by  no  means  local,  and  he  presumed  that  these 
petitions  were  signed  in  the  general  interests  of 
the  canse  of  temperance. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said  he  could  not  conceive 
how  the  two  licenses  could  enable  parties  to 
evade  the  law,  inasmuch  as  the  tavern  license 
itself  stipulated  that  goods  should  not  be  sold 
in  the  same  premises  with  liquors,  nor  did  it 
seem  to  him  consistent  with  the  duty  of  the 
sessions  to  grant  them.  By  the  decision  of  the 
Recorder,  however,  it  appeared  that  the  law 
could  be  so  evaded,  and  if  the  separation  of 
liquors  from  other  goods  had  been  the  settled 
policy  of  the  House,  it  should  be  carried  out. 
It  was  intended  to  restrain  a system  which  was 
undoubtedly  a gross  abuse. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  he  could  explain  the 
existing  difficulty,  and  he  would  do  so  the 
more  readily  from  the  fact  that  iu  previous 
sessions  he  had  taken  great  pains  to  effect  the 
separation,  and  because  the  organ  of  the  tempe- 
rance body  had  gone  out  of  its  way  to  make 
a personal  attack  upon  the  member  for  Rich- 
mond and  himself.  The  House  had  distinctly 
refused  to  make  such  au  enactment  as  would 
compel  the  separation  in  the  city,  and  had 
decided  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of 
the  City  Council.  The  provision  for  the  gene- 
ral license  still  remaining,  he  and  other  gentle- 
men had  been  applied  to  for  advice,  and  had 
given  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  old  general 
license  could  be  granted.  The  fault  did 
not  lie  with  the  House  or  with  the  Committee 
on  City  Blls,  but  no  form  of  general  licenses 
being  specified,  the  law  had  become  inopera- 
tive. If  the  House  chose  to  take  the  matter 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  City  Counbil,  and  to 
dictate  what  licanses  should  be  granted,  he 
would  have  no  objection. 
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DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


Hon.  Mr.  S hannom  referred  to  the  attempt- 
ed alteration  of  the  city  license  law*  last  year. 

Mr.  Archibald  remarked  that  the  town  of 
Pictou  was  also  excluded  from  the  operation 
of  the  general  law.  Such  legislation  was  not 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  he 
did  not  see  why  these  exceptions  should  be 
made. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  as  the  organ  of  the 
Temperance  body  had  been  referred  to,  he 
would  say  a word  on  the  subject,  though  he 
felt  surprised  that  thehon.  member  for  Inver- 
ness had  thought  it  worth  while  to  refer  to  it. — 
That  paper  would  seem  to  insinuate  that  that 
gentleman  aud  himself  were  occupying  a po- 
sition inconsistent  with  their  legislative  duties 
in  being  retained  by  any  body  of  persons.  The 
facts  were,  that  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  a 
number  of  gentlemen  called  upon  them  for 
advice,  and,  iu  discharge  of  their  professional 
duties,  that  advice  was  given.  A journal 
which  went  out  of  its  way  to  make  an  insinu- 
ation that  the  retainer  had  been  accepted  in  a 
legislative  capacity,  was  not  likely  to  promote 
the  objects  it  had  in  view.  He  did  not  think 
the  proposed  separation  a wise  policy,  and  had 
heard  no  argument  advanced  in  its  support 
that  was  entitled  to  a great  deal  of  weight. — 
That  had  been  his  opinion  of  the  matter  long 
before  the  Grocers’  and  Liquor  Dealers’  Associ- 
ation had  been  in  existence. 

Mr  Archibald  said  he  had  been  desirous  that 
Mr.  Blanchard  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  his  postion  in  reference  to  the 
matter,  and  was  $ad  to  find  that  that  gentle- 
man’s views  coincided  with  those  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  change,  and  with  the  views  en- 
tertained by  the  great  majority  of  the  people. 
Thehon  member  for  Richmond  entertained  dif- 
ferent sentiments,  and  he  was  entitled  to  hold 
these,  and  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  law 
without  the  imputation  of  improper  motives. 
He  trusted  that  the  observations  to  which  th^ese 
gentlemen  refered  would  not  prevent  them 
from  carrying  out  their  convictions  as  to  the 
course  which  should  be  adopted ; but  so  far 
from  thinking  that  the  latter  gentleman  was 
right  in  treating  the  organ  of  the  Temperance 
body  with  contempt,  he  considered  a paper 
fighting  in  the  cause  of  Temperance  and  mora- 
lity, against  such  opposition  as  it  must  have  to 
encounter,  should  be  referred  to  with  respect. 
He  had  never  seen  anything  in  that  paper  to 
lead  him  to  think  it  other  than  the  organ  of  a 
very  large  influential,  and  respectable  class  of 
people. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  he  had  never  considered  this 
a question  with  which  the  House  should  deal; 
it  was  a matter  for  the  the  City  Council  and  the 
Sessions,  because  the  Province  derived  no  re- 
venue from  the  licenses.  The  Mayor  and  Cor- 
poration of  the  city  where  entrusted  with  mat- 
ters far  transcending  this  in  importance,  and 
they  should  be  the  judges  of  what  was  a good 
license  law.  He  thought  the  conduct  of  the  ci- 
tizens of  Halifax  was  as  orderly  as  that  of  any 
other  people  in  British  America  or  the  United 
States.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  had  once 
contended  that  the  country  should  be  governed 
by  cold  water  principles,  but  that  gentleman 
seemed  to  have  changed  his  opinions,  and  to 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  hot  piety  and 
cold  water  were  not  best  after  all.  Even  the 
Chairman  of  Railways  would  admit  that  some- 
thing besides  cold  water  was  necessary  in  his 


department.  The  law  which  had  existed  up  to 
last  session  imposing  heavy  fines  upon  persons 
selling  liquor  without  license,  was  an  instance 
of  a law  which  was  too  stringent  to  be  carried 
into  effect. — and  as  to  the  expediency  of  the 
separation  claus,  very  great  doubts  existed  in 
the  community. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  he  did  no't  see  why 
authority  should  be  given  to  the  City  Council 
to  deal  differently  with  the  community  of  Hali- 
fax from  any  other  portion  of  the  Province. 

The  bill  was  read  a first  time. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mr.  S.  MacDonnell  presented  a petition 
from  Inverness  against  the  Union  of  the  Col- 
onies. 

Also,  a petition  from  the  same  county,  ask- 
ing the  establishment  of  a daily  mail  to  Port 
Hood  and  Margaree.  This  petition  he  urged 
very  strongly  upon  the  notice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, alluding  particularly  to  the  fact  that  a 
daily  mail  now  crossed  the  Gut  of  Canso  on  its 
way  to  Sydney. 

Mr.  Long-ley,  in  accordance  with  leave  pre- 
viously obtained,  introduced  a bill  in  reference 
to  a public  landing  at  Paradise. 

RAILWAY  DAMAGES. 

Mr.  D.  Fraser  presented  a petition  from 
certain  inhabitants  of  Pictou,  praying  tor  an 
alteration  in  the  70th  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  respecting  Railways. 

Mr.  Archibald  called  attention  to  the  pro- 
priety of  taking  the  petition  into  careful  con- 
sideration, and  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
powhr  given  by  the  law  to  cut  down  timber, 
&c.,  for  public  purposes,  should  be  carefully 
restrained.  No  individual  should  be  more 
overridden  than  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  promotion  of  the  public  interests. 

Mr.  D.  Fraser  introduced  an  Act  to  amend 
chap.  70  R.  S.,  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of 
the  petition. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  said  that  he  hoped  that 
the  hon  member  would  be  able  to  suggest  a 
means  by  which  the  interests  of  the  public,  as 
well  as  those  of  private  individuals,  would  be 
equally  protected.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
say  that  sub-contractors  might  not  occasional- 
ly take  a course  under  the  present  law,  which 
would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient  to  the  own- 
ers of  private  property,  hut  the  proper  time  for 
parties  to  remonstrate  was  when  the  Railway 
Act  was  being  passed.  The  House  should  not 
forget  that  an  expenditure  of  $2,000,000  was 
now  going  on  for  a great  public  work,  which, 
whilst  of  undoubted  advantage  to  the  whole 
Province,  would  especially  benefit  Pictou,  and 
largely  increase  the  value  of  property  within 
miles  of  the  railway.  Under  such  circumstan- 
ces he  thought  it  strange  to  see  persons  object- 
ing to  incur  a small  amount  of  inconvenience 
in  connection  with  a work  which  was  to  be  of 
such  signal  advantage  to  them.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  though 
he  would  like  to  see  how  the  public  as  well  as 
private  interests  were  to  be  at  the  same  time 
protected.  He  had  heard  of  parties  who  had 
combined  to  put  a price  of  60  cents  upon  rail- 
way sleepers,  and  yet  had  sold  them  subse- 
quently for  10  cents  to  the  parties  who  actually 
got  the  contracts.  It  was  as  well  to  understand 
whether  those  engaged  in  the  construction  of 
our  Railways  were  to  be  called  upon  to  pay 
inordinate  prices  through  such  combinations. 
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It  should  he  remembered,  too,  in  considering 
the  present  question,  that  contracts  had  been 
entered  into  for  railways  to  New  Brunswick 
and  Annapolis,  and  the  counties  through 
which  these  lines  would  pass  would  be  obliged 
to  bear  the  damage  for  the  right  of  way  and 
the  property  required,  as  under  the  existing 
law.  If  the  law  was  altered  without  due  con- 
sideration, great  inconvenience  might  arise  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of  these  great 
public  works. 

(A  message  was  received  from  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  stating  that  they  had  agreed  to 
the  following  bills  without  amendment: — 

To  incorporate  the  Acadia  Lodge  of  Freema- 
sons at  Pugwash. 

To  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Boston 
and  Bridgeport  Coal  Company. 

Also  to  the  following  bills  with  amendments : 

To  incorporate  the  New  York  and  Cape  Bre- 
ton Coal  Company. 

To  incorporate  the  collins  Coal  Company.) 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  had  it  brought 
to  his  notice  that  the  existing  law  did  operate 
injuriously  to  many  private  individuals.  In 
amending  the  law,  the  House  would  be  only 
transferring  the  burthen  from  the  parties  who 
now  suffered  to  the  counties  which  ought  to 
suffer.  A man  through  whose  land  a railway 
went  might  be  grossly  injured  beyond  the 
amount  that  he  received  in  the  way  of  compen- 
sation from  the  public.  He  knew  of  instances 
iu  the  neighborhood  of  Truro  of  farmers  who 
had  been  very  far  from  receiving  adequate 
compensation  for  the  damages  they  had  sus- 
tained. Every  caution  possible  should  be  ex- 
ercised in  dealing  with  the  rights  of  property, 
and  in  no  case  should  they  be  over-ridden  ex- 
cept where  the  public  interests  imperatively 
demanded  it.  He  had  do  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  present  law  was  arbitrary  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  could  only  be  paralleled  in  despotic 
countries  like  Russia  and  Turkey.  He  also 
pointed  out  the  fact  that  even  the  present  law 
had  been  considerably  amended  from  what  it 
had  been  origin  ally.  Of  course,  as  we  obtained 
experience  on  the  subject,  we  were  enabled  to 
see  in  what  respects  it  required  amendment 
and  improvement. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  replied  that  the 
hou.  gentleman,  who  declared  the  act  to  be  so 
iniquitous,  had  had  as  much  to  do  with  its  in- 
troduction and  passage  as  any  one  in  the  legis- 
lature. Much  misapprehension  appeared  to 
exist  respecting  the  nature  of  the  law;  its  ob- 
ject was  to  assist  the  government  in  carrying 
out  great  public  works,  without  embarrassment 
from  combinations  of  individuals.  A similar 
regulation  existed  in  all  countries  where  pub- 
lic works  are  carried  on,  and  its  necessity" was 
obvious  to  any  one  who  considered  the  subject 
with  any  care.  He  had  not  heard  any  evidence 
to  show  that  the  parties  in  question  were  es- 
pecially injured,  or  were  not  to  be  remunerated 
for  what  damages  they  had  received.  He  wish- 
ed to  know  the  specific  character  of  the  injur- 
ies received  before  applying  a remedy.  If  it 
could  be  shown  that  they  had  incurred  a large 
loss,  and  had  not  received  a due  equivalent 
therefor,  then  the  matter  would  stand  in  an  en- 
tirely different  position.  * His  own  experience 
was  that  no  individual,  who  could  show  that  he 
had  been  unjustly  used,  would  fail  to  receive 
justice  at  the  hands  of  the  legislature.  And  he 
added  that  the  Government  would  never  sanc- 


tion any  arbitrary  and  unjustifiable  use  of  the 
law  on  the  part  of  its  employees. 

Mr.  Tobin  expressed  his  surprise  that  such 
complaints  should  come  from  a county  so 
especially  favored  as  Pictou.  No  member  in 
the  House  had  done  more  to  extend  the  rail- 
way to  that  county,  and  he  therefore  regretted 
to  see  the  course  that  was  now  being  pursued 
by  certain  parties.  After  years  of  agitation, 
the  province  had  made  itself  liable  for  a large 
expenditure  for  the  especial  advantage  of 
Pictou,  and  he  thought,  under  the  cirqum- 
stances,  the  people  of  that  county  should  be 
more  generous,  and  not  endeavor  to  obstruct 
the  construction  of  the  line.  There  might  be 
cases  of  hardship  in  consequence  of  railway 
contractors  being  forced  to  enter  upon  private 
lands, — there  might  be  even  wantonness  on 
the  part  of  these  contractors,  but  these  cases 
had  not  been  shewn.  He  did  not  think  the 
necessity  for  any  amendment  had  arisen,  but 
believed  that  the  law  was  sufficient  to  protect 
the  rights  of  individuals,  fo:  it  enabled  them  to 
have  an  appraisement  of  the  damage  they 
might  sustain. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  expressed  his  regret  that 
the  petition  had  ever  been  sent  up  to  the 
House.  As  one  who  had  supported  the  exten- 
sion of  the  railway  to  Pictou — as  one  repre- 
senting a constituency  not  directly  benefitted 
by  that  line — he  thought  the  people  of  that 
county  should  rest  satisfied  with  the  advan- 
tages it  had  already  received  from  the  Legisla- 
ture, without  raising  such  trivial  demands. — 
They  were  called  upon  to  suffer  the  same  in- 
conveniences that  individuals  were  in  connec- 
tion with  the  making  of  a public  road.  Every 
individual  must  give  up  a certain  amount  of 
his  rights  for  the  public  advantage.  He  did 
not  see  what  the  petitioners  had  to  complain 
of,  inasmuch  as  they  were  enabled  by  the  law 
to  have  an  appraisement  made  of  the  injuries 
received.  If  the  line  of  railway  were  extend- 
ed to  Guysboro’,  he  was  quite  satisfied  that  the 
people  would  make  no  such  complaints. 

Mr.  Longley  was  glad  to  hear  such  senti- 
ments expressed  by  gentlemen  on  both  sides 
respecting  the  complaints  made  in  the  petition ; 
and  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  law  gave 
such  individuals  sufficient  protection  when  it 
enabled  them  to  appoint  one  of  the  appraisers 
to  estimate  the  value  of  the  extent  of  damage 
incurred.  He  did  not  think  it  all  becoming  for 
the  people  of  Pictou  to  make  such  complaints 
under  existing  circumstances.  He  did  not  wish 
to  say  anything  that  might  exasperate  the  pub- 
lic mind  in  Pictou,  but  he  had  certainly  heard 
rumors  of  obstructive  measures  pursued  by  cer- 
tain parties  in  that  county,  that  did  not  exhibit 
the  existence  of  a very  proper  spirit.  As  far  as 
the  Government  were  concerned,  they  had  all 
along  acted  with  the  most  sincere  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  construction  of  this  great  public  un- 
dertaking by  all  the  means  in  their  power. 

Mr.  D.  Fraser  replied  that  there  was  not 
one  word  in  the  petition  against  the  Govern- 
ment; all  that  was  asked  was  an  amendment 
of  the  law,— -and  surely  the  individuals  who 
petitioned  were  worthy  of  a hearing,  at  all 
events.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  it  stated 
that  the  whole  of  the  county  of  Pictou  was  in- 
terested in  the  present  question, — it  was  actu- 
ally only  a small  settlement.  He  maintained 
that  these  parties  had  been  hardly  dealt  with; 
they  had  only  small  pieces  of  land, and  had^been 
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denuded  of  valuable  wood  which  they  had  been 
carefully  preserving.  He  had  been  a contrac- 
tor on  the  railway  himself,  but  he  had  never  al- 
lowed one  of  his  men  to  go  outside  of  the  line 
for  sleepers  or  fences — for  he  believed  that  was 
really  trespassing;  but  everybody,  he  knew, 
did  not  act  iu  the  same  way.  As  respects  the 
case  referred  to  by  the  Provincial  Secre- 
tary, the  real  fact  was  that  the  gentleman  own- 
ed a valuable  tract  of  wood,  and  rather  than 
allow  the  contractor  to  go  upon  and  destroy  it 
without  discrimination,  he  offered  to  supply  all 
the  sleepers  at  ten  cents  each.  He  knew  cases 
in  the  county  of  Pictou  of  individuals  going 
upon  private  property,  miles  away  from  the 
railway,  and  cutting  down  fence  material.  He 
trusted  that  the  House  would  consent  to  make 
the  law  more  explicit. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  addressed  the  House  appeared 
entirely  to  misapprehend  the  question.  It  was 
hot  the  people  of  Pictou  who  made  these  com- 
plaints, but  a small  portion  of  them.  These 
parties  asserted  that  the  law  had  operated 
most  injuriously  to  them,  and  asked  the  House 
to  provide  a remedy.  According  to  the  peti- 
tion, one  complaint  was  that  lumber  had  been 
carried  away,  and  that  it  consequently  became 
impossible  to  appraise  the  damage  sustained. 
Within  the  past  year,  the  Solicitor  General  had 
given  it  as  his  opinion  that  a man  could  go  and 
take  fencing,  and  it  was  therefore  very  neoes-  ; 
sary  that  the  law  should  be  defined.  In  the 
county  of  Pictou  they  had  actually  gone  and 
taken  stone  twelve  miles  beyond  the  track  of 
the  railway.  Any  one  who  looked  at  the  names 
on  the  petition  would  see  at  once  that  there 
must  be  good  reasons  for  such  a petition  having 
been  sent  to  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  McKay  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
law  now  on  the  Statute  Book  required  some 
amendment,  and  that  there  was  already  suffi- 
cient evidence  before  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioner to  prove  it.  On  Saturday  he  had  receiv- 
ed a letter  from  persons  on  the  line  of  railway, 
stating  that  sub-contractors  of  Mr.  Fleming 
were  going  round  and  telling  parties  that  un- 
less they  furnished  sleepers,  cordwood,  and 
fencing,  without  delay,  men  would  be  sent  to 
take  such  articles.  He  was  surprised  that  the 
Railway  Commissioner,  with  such  facts  before 
him,  should  use  such  language  as  he  had  that 
day.  The  railway  was  of  undoubted  benefit  to 
Pictou;  but  it  was  not  a local,  but  a great  and 
necessary  Provincial  work.  Justice  should  be 
done  to  ad  parties  who  could  make  out  a fair 
and  legitimate  case.  Individuals  who  had 
small  tracts  of  land,  and  a little  wood  on  them, 
were  the  real  sufferers. 

Hon  Attorney  General  said  that  he  had 
not  made  a single  reference  to  the  county  of 
Pictou,  but  simply  alluded  to  the  rights  of  in- 
dividuals. He  never  denied  the  priciple  that, 
although  private  individuals  must  at  times 
yield  to  urgent  public  necessity  and  for  the  good 
of  many,  yet  their  rights  should  be  touched  as 
little  as  possible.  He  was  quite  satisfied  that 
the  Government  would  not  sanction  any  illegal 
He  was  free  to  say  that  there  might  be  hard- 
er unjustifiable  acts  on  the  part  of  a contractor, 
ship  arise,  when  a little  temperate  conduct  on 
the  part  of  contractors  would  save  the  property 
of  an  individual  from  unecessary  damage,  and 
still  do  no  injury  to  the  public  service.  Every 


one  knew  that  where  an  arbitrary  power  was 
given  to  an  individual,  he  might  exceed  it  at 
times.  He  was  inclined,  however  to  think  that 
the  present  law  was  sufficiently  comprehen- 
sive to  cover  all  these  difficulties.  No  cue 
however,  wished  to  prevent  investigations  into 
the  question. 

Mr.  Archibald  stated  that,  on  the  face  of 
the  petition  it  was  mentioned  that  valuable, 
even  line  trees,  had  been  cut  down.  Could  any 
one  say  that  every  measure  should  not  be  tak- 
en to  prevent  arbitrary  conduct  on  the  part  oi 
sub-contractors?  All  that  the  petitioners  ask- 
ed was  that  there  should  be  a restraining  pow- 
er in  the  law.  No  one  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment desired  to  use  a tyrannical  power  in  this 
matter;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
law  was  introduced  in  the  infancy  of  our  rail- 
way system.  Now,  additional  experience  had 
been  gained,  and  it  was  well  to  frame  the  law 
by  the  light  of  that  experience. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  said  he  hoped  there 
was  no  disposition  to  embarass  the  Govern- 
ment in  respect  to  the  Pictou  Railway,  but 
certainly  the  course  taken  by  the  hon.  leader 
of  the  Opposition  was  hardly  worthy  of  a gen- 
tlemen occupying  so  onerous  and  responsible  a 
position.  That  hon.  gentleman  had  himself 
undertaken  to  alter  the  law,  and  yet  on  the 
first  note  of  clamor  he  declared  it  was  a most 
tyrannical  and  arbitrary  measure.  All  he  (Dr. 
T.)  wisnedto  know  was  how  the  law  could  be 
amended  without  injury  to  the  public  interests 
So  great  had  been  the  obstruction  in  the  way 
of  obtaining  sleepers  that,  at  this  very  moment 
an  effort  was  being  made  to  obtain  them  from 
the  neighboring  Province— a very  strange  fact 
in  a country  like  this.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  was  necessary  for  the  House  to  act 
with  great  circumspection.  No  one  could  deny 
that  persons  for  ten  miles  around  the  line  of 
railway  were  benefited  more  or  less.  He  did 
not  doubt  that  ignorant  and  unprincipled  men 
did,  at  times,  go  beyond  the  law,  but  yet  no  Go- 
vernment could  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  had  not  denied 
the  necessity  of  protecting  the  public  interests, 
and  had  not  attempted  to  raise  a discussion 
at  what  the  Provincial  Secretary  called  a criti- 
cal period.  What  remarks  had  been  made  had 
arisen  from  the  opposition  that  had  been  given 
to  the  consideration  of  a legitimate  petition. 

The  subject  then  dropped. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table 
the  application  of  the  Society  of  Natural  His- 
tory for  aid  in  publishing  the  reports  of  the 
proceedings.  This  association,  he  stated,  had 
already  done  a large  amount  of  good  in  calling 
attention  to  the  natural  resources  of  this  coun- 
try. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing  and  Reporting. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  13,  I860. 

The  house  met  at  3 o’clock. 

BILLS. 

The  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Legislative  Council  in 
the  bill  in  reference  to  the  New  York  and  Cape 
Breton  Coal  Mining  Company.  The  alteration 
was  the  striking  out  of  a clause  which  exten- 
ded the  liability  of  shareholders  to  the  period 
of  six  months  after  disposing  of  their  shares 
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Hon.  Pkov.  Secketary  said  that  if  the  in- 
sertion of  this  clause  were  not  usual  and  if  it 
prevented  the  stock  from  being  readily  taken 
it  should  be  omitted,  but  if  a settled  policy  on 
the  subject  had  been  adopted  it  should  not  be 
departed  from  without  deliberation.  Be  had 
always  been  of  opinion  that  a most  liberal 
policy  should  characterise  the  legislature  in 
dealing  with  these  bills  and  had  always  strong- 
ly advocated  the  limited  liability  clause.  It 
would  appear  also  that  the  house  had  passed 
a number  of  such  bills  without  the  clause, 
which  was  struck  out  in  the  upper  house. 

Mr.  Akchibaed  said  he  understood  that 
some  of  the  companies  now  applying  had  ob- 
tained acts  of  incorporation  in  previous  sessi- 
ons with  the  insertion  of  such  a clause,  and 
they  now  sought  a limitation  of  the  liability; 
whether  this  was  the  case  or  not,  he  thought 
that  if  any  bills  had  been  passed  without  the 
clause  it  was  unknown  to  any  member — when 
holding  the  office  of  Attorney  General  he  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  watch  this  species  of  legisla- 
tion narrowly.  The  effect  of  passing  an  act  of 
incorporation  without  charging  this  liability 
upon  the  shareholders  would  be  that  a bogus 
company  could  be  organized  and  a sharehold- 
er to  the  amount  of  $100  after  paying  $1  could 
transfer  his  shares  to  a sham  person  aud  thus 
rid  himself  of  the  liability  which  had  been  in- 
curred partly  upon  the  credit  of  his  being  con- 
nected with  "the  company. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gene,  said  he  did  not  consider 
it  the  duty  of  the  Crown  Officers  any  more 
than  of  other  members  of  the  house  to  watch 
this  legislation — if  such  were  the  case  the  gov- 
ernment would  be  responsible  for  the  action  of 
the  house.  The  duty  of  guarding  the  interests 
of  the  public  in  enacting  private  bills  had  been 
entrusted  to  a committee,  and  until  he  saw 
some  proof  of  their  neglect  he  would  not  deem 
it  his  duty  specially  to  interfere.  It  was  clear 
that  no  stricter  rule  should  be  applied  to  one 
company  than  another,  and  it  was  possible 
that  in  guarding  the  rights  of  the  public  too 
great  restrictions  might  be  applied;  he  remem- 
bered in  one  case  a member  representing  that 
the  strictness  of  the  existing  provisions  were 
so  great  that  capitalists  would  not  incur  the 
liability  of  investing  in  our  mines,  and  there- 
upon a debate  had  arisen  on  the  policy 
first  adopted  in  France  and  then  in  England  of 
limited  liability.  From  that  time  more  liberal 
views  were  adopted,  resulting  in  the  provision 
that  no  shareholder  should  be  liable  for  more 
than  the  amount  of  stock  for  which  he  had 
subscribed.  He  could  not  conceive  any  reason 
why  a company  should  object  to  such  a clause 
as  that  which  had  been  inserted  and  struck 
out  by  the  upper  house. 

Mr.  Bourinot  regretted  that  the  action  of 
the  upper  house  in  limiting  the  liability  of  the, 
shareholders  did  not  meet  with  more  favour- 
able consideration.  After  being  debated  by 
that  body  for  some  time,  it  had  been  agreed  to 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Solicitor  General. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  applications  were  made 
at  every  session  for  acts  of  incorporation,  and 
it  would  be  found  that  out  of  about  thirty  min- 
ing companies  in  Cape  Breton  and  Nova 
Scotia,  only  nine  or  ten  carried  on  operations 
to  any  extent.  The  policy  of  the  legislature 
had  been  to  afford  every  encouragement  to 
parties  engaged  in  those  enterprises,  and  very 
few  checks  and  guards  had  been  erected  to 


secure  the  public  against  the  evils  of  mere 
speculation.  It  would  not  be  doubted  that 
there  were  many  persons  connected  with  these 
companies  who  would  disconnect  themselves 
from  them  as  soon  as  they  were  organisd.  The 
clause  under  discussion  he  considered  one  that 
was  wise,  and  that,  should  be  retained, 
and  if  any  bills  had  passed  without 
its  insertion,  it  had  been  without  his  know- 
ledge. Many  of  the  companies  that  had  ob- 
tained acts  of  incorporation  had  not  raised  a 
cargo  of  coal,  and  the  only  one  carrying  on 
important  operations  in  Nova  Scotia  was  tho 
Albion  Company,  — some  of  them  also  after 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  float  their  stock  in 
the  United  States,  had  endeavoured  to  put  it 
in  the  market  here,  and  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  capitalists  in  the  States  did  not  in- 
vest from  any  dearire  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  country,  but  merely  as  a speculation,  to 
be  abandoned  unhesitatingly  if  it  failed  to 
make  an  adequate  return. 

Mr.  Bourinot  remarked  that  several 
Companies,  as  was  stated  in  the  de- 
bate in  the  other  Bouse,  had  obtained 
their  acts  of  incorporation  free  from  any 
such  restrictive  clause,,  and  if  the  clause 
were  insisted  on  in  the  bill  under  discussion,  he 
would  take  care  that  all  companies  be  hence- 
forth placed  on  the  same  footing.  The  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  preceded  him  had  made  a 
number  of  rambling  statements  concerning 
the  operations  of  the  various  companies,  but  a 
reference  to  the  figures  would  have  shown 
him  that  out  of  600,000  tons  of  coal  raised  in  the 
Province  during  the  financial  year,  400,000  had 
been  raised  in  the  County  of  Cape  Breton, 
shewing  that  these  companies  instead  of  being 
bogus  were  bona  fide  organizations  of  persons 
who  were  ready  and  willing  to  embark  their 
capital  in  developing  the  resources  of  the 
country.  Had  the  gentlemen  thus  engaged 
depended  upon  Nova  Scotian  capital  and  en- 
terprise not  a mine  would  have  been 
opened  — they  came  to  Halifax  and  sought 
in  vain  for  encouragement  among  the 
capitalists  of  the  city,  but  when  they  went  to 
the  United  States-  they  found  persons  willing 
to  embark  in  the  undertaking,  after  which 
persons  here  were  only  too  glad  to  obtain  the 
stock.  Under  these  circumstances  it  ill-be- 
came  a gentleman  representing  a large  mer- 
cantile city  to  make  such  allusions  to  the  most 
important  resources  of  the  country.  O n inves- 
tigation it  would  be  found  that  the  Acadia, 
the  Block  House,  the  Caladenia  Glace  Bay, 
the  Clyde,  the  Collins,  the  Glace  Bay,  the  In- 
ternational, and  Mira  Bay,  were  all  conducting 
extensive  operations.  Out  of  the  great  num- 
ber of  companies  whose  bills  he  had  introduc- 
ed only  two  or  three  had  not  gone  into  opera- 
tion and  those  would  soon  be  organised.  Be- 
fore any  gentleman  undertook  to  cast  a slur 
upon  the  credit  of  these  companies  he  should 
have  made  himself  better  acquainted  with  the 
facts  than  the  hon.  member  for  Halifax  ap- 
peared to  be. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  that  on  finding  that  the 
clause  bad  been  omitted  in  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration ha  suggested  its]  insertion,  knowing 
that  after  solemn  argument  and  deliberation 
the  house  had  decided  that  such  a provision 
should  be  contained  in  all  such  bills. 

Mr.  Mieeer  said  be  principally  rose  to  ask 
whose  duty  it  was  to  take  charge  of  the  legis- 
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lation  of  the  House?  It  had  been  stated  and 
not  denied  that  hills  had  passed  without  the 
provision  under  discussion,  and  the  Solicitor 
General  had  stated  that  none  of  the  bills  pass- 
ed for  some  years  had  any  such  clause,  al- 
though the  house  had  decided  that  it  should 
be  inserted  in  all  of  them.  He  had  always  un- 
derstood that  that  duty  devolved  on  the  Attor- 
ney Genera],  and  he  knew  that  when  the  mem- 
ber for  Colchester  held  that  office  no  measure 
was  allowed  to  pass  without  his  supervision; 
—the  predecessor  of  the  present  incumbent  al- 
so, although  so  far  advanced  in  life  that  the  un 
remitting  toil  and  attention  so  required  could 
hardly  be  expected  from  him,  had  displayed 
great  activity  and  vigilance  in  this  respect. 
One  would  be  inclined  to  think,  from  seeing 
the  attention  given  to  the  legislation  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  that  that  gentleman 
was  the  Attorney  General.  It  was"  but  right 
that  there  should  be  some  understanding  a3  to 
whose  duty  it  was  to  see  that  the  private  Acts 
did  not  conflict  with  the  existing  laws  or  with 
the  general  policy  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Tobin,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bourinot,  said 
that  gentleman  had  failed  to  enlighten  him  by 
his  references  to  the  companies,— it  would  he 
seen  that  the  Caladonia  Cow  Bay  Company 
had  not  raised  a bushel  of  coal,  the  Clyde 
company  had  followed  suit  and  the  Mira  Bay 
company  had  not  raised  enough  to  load  a 
small  schooner.  He  said  it  would  also  be 
found  that  the  skill  and  enterprise  engaged  in 
these  operations  was  not  altogether  American, 
but  on  the  contrary  was  chiefly  Provincial. 
The  Bouse  should  be  careful  not  to  afford  fa- 
cilities for  American  gambling  speculations. 

Mr.  Boubinot  said  that  when  a member 
undertook  to  correct  statements  made  by  an- 
other be  should  have  made  himself  more  con- 
versant with  his  subject  than  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Halifax  appeared  to  be.  It  would  seem 
as  if  that  gentleman  had  heard  something 
somewhere  and  wanted  to  say  something  with- 
out knowing  what  it  was.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had 
shown  the  house  in  his  previous  remarks  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  was  inaccurate  in  his  con- 
clusions. 

Hon.  Mr.  McE abl ane  said  that  looking  at 
the  general  ^operations  of  the  Mining  Compa- 
nies he  did  not  think  the  insertion  of  such  a 
clause  necessary.  The  original  insertion  of 
such  a provision  had  no  connection  with  our 
coal  mines,  hut  with  an  iron  mining  company 
that  exploded,  leaving  their  liabilities  unad- 
justed—no  such  case  had  occurred  for  years, 
and  there  seemed  to  he  no  ground  for  com- 
plaint in  connection  with  present  mining  opera- 
tions. There  was  much  to  be  said  in  favour 
of  the  rejection  of  the  clause, — for  instance, 
suppose  |a  party  went  to  Britain  and  made  a 
proposal  for  the  sale  of  stock— the  capitalists 
would  see  that  if  they  invested  £500  they 
would  he  liable  for  the  previous  debts  of  the 
company,  and  would  hesitate  long  before  going 
into  the  speculation.  It  was  an  unwise  policy 
so  to  trammel  a bona  fide  Company  that 
would  have  to  incur  large  outlay  in  organis- 
ing. All  the  security  that  could  be  required 
would  be  the  mineral  remaining  under  the  soil. 

Mr.  Blanchaed  said  that  when  he  came 
into  the  House  no  company  could  be  incorpo- 
rated without  every  member  being  liable  for 
double  the  amount  of  bis  stock.  Subsequently 
a number  of  warm  debates  arose  on  the  sub- 


ject, and  the  present  Equity  Judge  had  been  a 
warm  opponent  of  adopting  a less  guarded 
system,  arguing  that  a shareholder  might,  by 
transferring  bis  shares  to  a pauper,  avoid  the 
liabilities  incurred.  After  much  discussion 
the  house  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  lia- 
bility should  be  reduced  to  the  single  amount 
of  the  shares,  on  condition  that  the  sharehold- 
er be  liable  for  six  months  after  the  transfer.  A 
well  known  capitalist  bad  said  that  in  embark- 
ing in  a scheme  be  was  willing  to  risk  all  that 
he  subscribed,  hut  not  a shilling  more,  and 
this  provision  it  was  reasonable  for  any  com- 
pany to  ask;  but  looking  at  the  real  operation 
of  this  clause,  it  would  be  seen  that  it  only 
rendered  a man  liable  for  the  debts  which  be 
himself  had  incurred.  If  any  company  asked 
a greater  indulgence,  it  would  appear  to  him 
to  he  a ground  of  suspicion. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  said  that  in  1861  a large 
number  of  these  bills  came  up  for  the  first 
time,  and  it  was  decided  to  have  a model  hill 
drafted,  and  it  was  framed  by  the  present 
Equity  Judge.  Last  year,  when  the  bills  came 
up,  it  was  always  asked  whether  they  accord- 
ed with  the  model  hill,  and  on  that  guarantee 
they  passed.  If  a settled  policy  had  been 
adopted  in  this  respect,  he  did  not  see  why  it 
should  he  changed. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen  again  argued  in  favour  of 
the  adoption  of  the  legislation  in  question.  It 
was  not  the  fact  that  the  capital  was  all  paid 
up,  but  the  responsibility  of  the  shareholders 
that  gave  the  public  confidence.  He  had  oc- 
casion to  inquire  into  this  matter,  when  recent- 
ly in  England,  and  was  told  that  the  less  there 
was  paid  uf)  the  greater  security  had  the  pub- 
lic. It  was  not  the  policy  of  the  house  that  a 
large  amount  of  capital  should  he  paid  up. 
When  the  Legislature  did  not  ask  that  all  the 
capital  he  paid  up,  it  considered  it  necessary 
that  the  creditor  should  have  another  guaran- 
tee— that  each  shareholder  should  be  made 
liable  for  six  months  after  the  transfer  of  stock, 
He  thought  under  all  the  circumstances  there- 
fore the  clause  should  he  kept. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  negatived. 

The  Collin’s  Coal  Mine  Company  Bill  was 
next  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Hon  Pbov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  the  report 
of  Professor  How  on  certain  minerals  found 
by  Dr.  Honeyman. 

Also,  the  report  of  the  Engineer  of  the  St. 
Peter’s  Canal. 

Mr  Milleb  requested  that  the  latter  report 
he  published  for  the  information  of  his  consti- 
tuents as  he  had  received  complaints  that  the 
work  had  not  been  properly  carried  on. 

Hon.  Pbov.  Sec.  said  that  the  report  had  to 
be  published  in  the  journals,  and  could  there- 
fore be  printed  as  the  hon  gentleman  wished 
without  entailing  any  additional  expenses. 

THE  ESTIMATES. 

Mr.  Ann  and  referred  to  the  necssity  of  hav- 
ing the  Estimates  down  at  as  early  a period  as 
possible.  Last  session,  though  they  involved 
the  expenditure  of  an  immense  sum  of  money, 
they  were  brought  down  at  a very  late  date, 
and  the  house  were  altogether  unable  to  give 
them  that  attention  which  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  protection  of  the  public  inter- 
ests. This  year  particularly  it  was  due  to  the 
house  that  the  Estimates  should  he  brought 
down  without  delay.  Gentlemen,  in  view  of 
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the  present  crisis,  should  have  ample  time  to 
consider  these  papers  which  always  preceded 
the  action  upon  the  tariff. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  replied  that  measures  were 
being  taken  with  as  little  delay  possible  to  lay 
the  Estimates  on  the  table.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man would  see  that  the  government  would 
not  only  have  to  consider  the  amount  of  ex- 
penditure for  the  present  year,  but  also  the  al- 
tered circumstances  of  the  country  arising 
out  of  the  abrogation  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty. 
The  duty,  therefore,  that  now  devolved  on  the 
Financial  officer  was  of  a far  more  onerous 
character  than  it  had  been  for  the  past  ten 
years.  - 

PETITIONS  OE  RAILWAY  CONTRACTORS. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  laid  on  the  table  the  peti- 
tion of  D.  Cameron,  late  Railway  contractor, 
for  remuneration  for  certain  services  perform- 
ed. Also,  the  petition  of  D.  Grant,  and  1VL  Mc- 
Leod, in  relation  to  the  contracts  which  they 
recently  had  on  the  Pictou  Railway.  He  ex- 
plained that  the  first  petition  was  an  applica- 
tion to  the  Government,  but  the  other  two 
were  sent  to  the  members  of  the  county  for 
presentation  to  the  House.  These  gentlemen, 
however,  in  accordance  with  the  rule  respect- 
ing money  petitions,  had  handed  them  to  the 
Government  who,  being  desirous  pf  giving  the 
petitioners  every  opportunity  of  asserting 
what  claims  they  supposed  they  had,  now  laid 
them  on  the  table  for  the  information  of  the 
House.  On  a former  occasion,  he  had  stated 
that  the  contractors  had  all  been  settled  with 
to  their  entire  satisfaction : the  grounds  for  that 
statement  were  contained  in  the  papers  which 
he  also  laid  on  the  table.  He  moved  that  all 
the  documents  be  read,  and  then  they  might 
be  appropriately  referred  to  the  Railway  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  present  peti- 
tions were  of  no  ordinary  character,  and  the 
propriety  of  so  referring  them  might  be  ques- 
tioned. 

The  papers  were  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  now  it  would  be 
seen  that  he  had  abundant  reason  for  the 
statements  he  had  made  on  a previous  day. 
It  was  not  pretended  by  the  contractors  that 
they  had  not  been  paid  in  full  for  all  the  work 
they  had  performed,  but  they  claimed  that 
they  undertook  the  contract  at  a smaller 
amount  than  they  could  possibly  do  it  for.  He 
believed  that  that  statement  was  correct,  and 
that  some  of  them  had  sustained  a consider- 
able loss  in  consequence.  Of  course  the  Go- 
vernment could  not  entertain  any  such  claim 
fora  single  instant;  they  had  discharged  all 
legal  demands  upon  them,  and  there  their  du- 
ty ended.  They  did  not  wish,  however,  to 
shut  these  men  off  from  having  their  case 
placed  before  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  LocfKE  said  that  these  papers,  if  refer- 
red to  the  Railway  Committee,  .would  give 
them  more  work  than  they  could  perform  dur- 
ing the  present  session.  He  thought  the  Go- 
vernment should  assume  full  responsibility  in 
the  matter,  and  not  attempt  to  throw  it  upon 
the  House. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  moment  the 
government  brought  down  these  papers  and 
asked  to  have  them  referred  to  the  railway 
committee,  they  admitted  that  these  men  had 
some  ground  for  the  application  they  made;  it 


came  endorsed  as  it  were  by  the  approval  of 
the  government.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
government  should  have  assumed  the  full  res- 
ponsibility of  deciding  on  the  claims.  If  they 
decided  these  parties  had  no  right  to  remunera- 
tion and  put  down  nothing  in  the  estimate,  then, 
the  gentlemen  interested  could  bring  the  sub- 
ject up  in  the  shape  of  a resolution. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  said  that  the  pro- 
per course  to  pursue  was  for  'he  government 
to  assume  full  responsibility  in  the  matter, 
and  if  they  decided  on  rejecting  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners,  then  the  matter  could  be 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  house  by  a resolu- 
tion. He  was  ngt  disposed,  for  one,  to  recog- 
nize extras,  whether  connected  with  the  con- 
struction of  railways,  or  bridges,  or  roads 
throughout  the  country.  If  the  principle  were 
sanctioned,  it  would  never  end;  parties  would 
be  coming  up  time  and  again  to  the  house  and 
asking  for  remuneration  because  they  had  ta- 
ken contracts  too  low.  He  thought  it  was  full 
time  that  the  government  should  assume  some 
degree  of  responsibility  in  connection  with 
public  questions.  He  bad  hoped  that  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  would  have  been  prepared, 
after  all  be  had  said  in  times  past,  to  pursue  a 
very  different  course  to  that  Tie  was  now  fol- 
lowing. At  present  the  country  had  a govern- 
ment that  claimed  to  be  responsible  for  noth- 
ing. The  house  was  now  to  be  the  tribunal 
for  the  decision  of  questions  that  should  be  de- 
cided by  the  government. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said  that  it  was  quite  ob- 
vious that  any  course  whatever  that  the  gov- 
ernment might  pursue  would  meet  with  the 
disapprobation  of  gentlemen  opposite.  If  they 
had  done  what  gentlemen  said  they  ought  to 
have  done,  a clamour  would  have  been  imme- 
diately raised.  The  government  did  not  consi- 
der themselves  justified  in  considering  these 
claims— all  that  they  could  do  was  to  bring 
them  to  the  house,  and  explain  their  character. 
The  petitions  had  been  handed  to  the  govern- 
ment in  accordance  with  the  rule  of  the  house, 
and  they  now  laid  them  on  the  table.  The  go- 
vernment had  settled  all  legal  demands  upon 
them,  and  could  now  only  lay  the  case  of  the 
petitioners  before  the  house  for  its  decision 
whether  they  had  any  equitable  claim  to  con- 
sideration. He  did  not  say  there  was  anything 
in  these  claims,  but  the  government  could  not 
be  justified  in  preventing  these  men  being 
heard.  He  believed  that  these  were  the  only 
cases  of  a similar  character  that  could  be  pre- 
sented to  the  house.  Ee  had  learned  ongoing 
over  the  railway  that  the  contractors  had  en: 
tirely  mistaken  the  character  of  the  soil;  it 
was  most  difficult  to  work,  more  so  than  even 
stone.  Hence  the  claim  of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Blanchard  had  hoped  that  the  gov- 
vernment  would  not  bring  up  the  troublesome 
question  of  extras,  but  that  the  house  had 
long  since  heard  the  last  of  them.  He  had  cer- 
tainly heard  with  surprise  the  statement  that 
because  a man  made  a mistake  in  taking  a 
contract,  he  had  a right  to  come  before  the  Le- 
gislature and  ask  for  remuneration.  During  the 
first  session  he  had  been  in  the  house  a person 
came  to  ask  for  remuneration  for  a certain 
work  near  Halifax,  but  bis  petition  was  not 
listened  to.  He  trusted  that  the  house  would 
be  very  careful  before  establishing  any  prin- 
ciple which  would  be  likely  to  operate  prejudi- 
cally  to  the  public  interests. 
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Fon.  Proy.  Sec.  said  that  he  had  stated 
frankly  at  the  commencement  that  the  gov- 
ernment had  rejected  these  claims  as  far  as 
they  were  considered.  All  that  they  wished 
was  that  the  parties  in  question  should  not  be 
deprived  of  the  liberty  of  stating  their  case  to 
the  House.  If  they  had  been  disposed  to  en- 
tertain the  prayer  of  the  petitions,  the  matter 
would  not  now  have  been  brought  up.  The 
danger  of  making  any  precedent  in  such  cases 
he  fully  appreciated;  and  it  was  very  proba- 
ble the  house  would  adopt  such  a view.  The 
contractors  were  one  and  all  under  the  deepest 
obligations  to  the  government  for  having  re- 
lieved them  of  a work  which  would  have 
entailed  upon  them  most  serious  loss.  Fe  add- 
ed, in  conclusion,  that  the  government  thought 
it  proper,  in  view  of  the  approaching  debate, 
to  lay  these  papers  before  the  house  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

The  documents  were  allowed  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble for  the  present. 

* PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Churchill  presented  a petition  from 
Newport  and  Avondale  for  abridge,  and  urged 
the  desirability  of  the  undertaking. 

Mr.  Miller  presented  the  petition  of  B.  S. 
Morrison,  Postmaster  at  St.  Peters  for  addi- 
tional remuneration ; the  petitioner  had  given 
entire  satisfaction,  and  his  present  salary, 
£16,  was  entirely  inadequate  to  the  amount 
of  work  he  had  to  perform.  Also  the  petition 
of  inhabitants  of  St.  Peter’s  Island  asking  for 
a way  office  at  that  place;  the  present  ar- 
rangements were  most  inconvenient  to  people 
of  that  locality. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  presented  the  follow- 
ing petitions 

One  from  inhabitants  of  Bedeque,  asking  for 
a repeal  of  the  law  of  ’62  in  respect  to  union  of 
Presbyterian  churches. 

Another  on  the  same  subject  from  Middle 
Biver. 

One  from  the  inhabitants  of  Bed  Head,  ask- 
ing for  road  money. 

One  from  inhabitants  of  Bedeque  Biver,  ask- 
ing for  aid  towards  a road. 

Mr.  Hill  presented  a petition  for  -the  estab- 
lishment of  a Way  Office. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  presented  a petition 
from  the  Post  Master  of  Margaree  for  an  in- 
crease of  salary. 

Also  a road  petition  from  Ship  Harbour. 

Mr.  Longley  presented  a petition  from 
New  Albany  in  favour  of  assessment  for  the 
support  of  schools. 

Mr.  Annand  presented  a petition  on  the 
same  subject  from  Middle  Musquodoboit. 

Mr.  Kaulback  presented  a petition  from 
William  McGrath  for  a road  and  bridge  to 
connect  with  Annapolis  County. 

Also  a petition  from  New  Boss  for  an  in- 
crease of  pay  to  the  courier. 

Mr.  Pryor  introduced  a bill  relating  to  the 
attendance  of  jurors  at  the  sessions  of  the 
county  of  Halifax. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  Wm.  Warren  and  others,  for  an  increase 
of  salary. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  laid  on  the  table  infor- 
mation asked  for  by  Mr.  Eebb  on  a previous 
day  in  reference  to  the  Inspector  of  Schools 
for  Lunenburg  county,  showing  that  that 


officer’s  salary  had  been  from  May  1861  to 
January  last,  5 per  cent  commission 
on  grant $290  71. 

School  Visitations  286 

Total. . . . $576  71. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  moved  that  Mr.  James 
Fraser  be  substituted  for  Mr.  Caldwell  on  the 
committee  of  Mines  and  Minerals. — Passed. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  the  following 
day  at  3 o’clock. 


Wednesday,  March  14th  1866. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. — A call  of  the 
house  was  had. 

Mr.  Allison,  pursuant  to  leave,  introduced 
a hill  for  the  relief  of  Geo.  W.  Beamer. 

petitions. 

Mr.  Bourinot  presented  a petition  from 
LaughlanBobertson,  J.  A.  More  and  others, in- 
habitants of  North  Sydney,  in  favor  of  assess- 
ment for  schools. 

Mr.  Jost  presented  a petition  asking  that 
Lallave  be  established  as  a port  of  entry. 

Also,  a petition  for  a bridge  across  Lallave 
river. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  presented  a petition  for 
aid  for  a road  between  Goldenville  and  Sher- 
brooke. 

Also  a petition  for  aid  to  make  a road  from 
Sherbrooke  to  Wine  Harbour,  which,  he  said, 
was  most  deserving  of  attention  as  being  con- 
nected with  the  gold  mining  interests  of  that 
part  of  the  country. 

Also  a petition  for  aid  to  a road  to,  and  for  aid 
for,  the  establishment  of  a new  settlement,  on 
the  border  of  Guysboro’  and  Halifax  Counties. 

Also,  a petition  for  aid  to  remove  obstruc- 
tions in  St.  Mary’s  Biver. 

Mr.  Hill  presented  a petition  from  Postmas- 
ter of  Windsor  asking  an  increase  of  salary. 

Mr.  Pryor  presented  a petition  asking  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a road  from  Peggy’s 
Cove  to  Dover  in  the  Western  district  of  Ha- 
lifax county,  and  very  strongly  urg  ed  the 
claims  and  requirements  of  the  petitioners. 

A message  was  received  from  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  announcing  that  that  body  did 
not  adhere  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
them  in  the  bills  to  incorporate  the  Collin’s 
Coal  Company,  and  the  New  York  and  Cape 
Breton  Coal  Company. 

Mr.  Boss  presented  a petition  for  a grant  to 
a road  leading  to  St.  Ann’s  Barbour. 

Mr.  Kaulback  presented  a petition  from 
350  residents  of  Chester,  praying  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a lighthouse  on  Chester  Ironbound 
Island. 

Also  a petition  from  200  inhabitants  of  Ma- 
bone  Bay,  praying  for  the  same  object. 

Also  a petition  from  150  residents  of  Tan- 
cook,  Western  Shore,  and  vicinity,  on  the  same 
subject. 

Also,  a petition  from  70  inhabitants  of  Bays- 
waters,  praying  earnestly  for  the  same  object. 
He  explained  the  nature  of  these  petitions, 
and  strongly  urged  the  matter  upon  the  notice 
of  the  government,  remarking  that  similar  pe- 
titions had  been  favorably  received  some  years 
ago,  but  were  unsuccessful  owing  to  the  then 
financial  condition  of  the  country. 

' Mr.  Pryor  took  this  opportunity  of  urging 
the  erection  of  a lighthouse  at  Peggy’s  Point. 
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MIXING.  LEASES. 

Mr.  Tobin  presented  a petition  from  J as.  A. 
Moren,  on  behalf  of  the  Glace  Bay  Mining 
Company,  setting  forth. that  the  limitation  of 
the  coal  mining  leases  prevented  extensive  in- 
vestments and  durable  erections  in  connection 
with  our  coal  mines. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  said  that  this  subject 
was  one  of  great  importance,  and  since  he  had 
brought  it  to  the  notice  of  the  house  some  days 
ago  he  had  considered  the  question  in  all  its 
bearings,  and  was  satisfied  that  the  true  in- 
terests of  the  country  required  that  the  legisla- 
ture should  deal  with  it  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble. Attempts  were  being  made  to  induce 
capitalists  in  Britain  to  invest  in  mining  oper- 
ations, and  the  present  time  was_:therefore 
most  favourable  for  the  discussion.  It  might 
be  said  that  the  right  of  the  legislature  to  deal 
with  the  question  in  1886,  when  the  leases  ex- 
pired, should  be  reserved,  but  that  could  only 
be  done  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  public  interests 
in  the  meantime,  because  the  period  was  short- 
ing every  year,  and  each  year  added  to  the  dif- 
ficulties that  were  to  be  encountered.  He 
would  lay  on  the  table  some  documents  from 
which  it  would  be  seen  that  when  the  proprie- 
ty of  these  investments  had  been  referred  to 
eminent  Solicitors  in  London,  they  had  report- 
ed directly  against  any  parties  in  England 
advancing  largely  in  such  speculations, 
and  when  it  was  stated  that  these 
Solicitors  were  also  the  Solicitors  of 
the  Bank  of  England  the  value  of 
their  suggestions  would  be  recognised.  When 
this  fact  was  accompanied  by  a remonstrance 
to  the  same  effect  from  gentlemen  in  Halifax 
associated  with  United  States  capitalists,  the 
necessity  for  dealing  promptly  with  the  ques- 
tion would  be  apparent.  In  the  case  of  a com- 
pany working  from  hand  to  mouth  in  a state 
of  uncertainty  as  to  their  security,  their  stock 
must  necessarily  in  the  course  of  a few  years 
go  down,  because  of , the  reluctance  to  invest 
in  such  fluctuating  property.  The  house  had 
been  alive  for  years  to  the  importance  of  the 
mining  interests  of  the  Province,  and  had  stre- 
nuously endeavored  year  after  year  to  break 
down  the  odious  monopoly  which  was  once  in 
the  hands  of  the  General  Mining  Association ; 
and  had  succeeded  in  making  such  arrange- 
ments as  to  throw  open  the  great  bulk  of  our 
mines  and  minerals  to  competition.  The  bene- 
fits of  this  course  had  since  been  perceived, 
but  if,  after  that  change  matters  had  been 
in  such  a state  that  parties  could  not 
securely  invest,  the  mines  would  still  have 
been  unprospected  and  unopened.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  coal  mining  was  an  ex- 
pensive operation,  and  the  article  had  to  be 
produced  at  a low  rate  in  order  that  a compe- 
tition with  the  world  could  be  maintained;  if 
the  mines  were  merely  worked  for  home  con- 
sumption, if  a few  thousand  tons  only  were 
required  and  the  employment  of  the  industry 
of  the  country  in  developing  these  resources 
and  in  operating  in  the  various  branches  of 
trade  which  they  fostered  were  not  desirable, 
no  very  large  amount  of  capital  would  be  re- 
quisite but  the  existing  circumstances  were 
very  different.  When  the  arrangements 
made  with  the  General  Mining  Association 
were  under  discussion,  it  was  contended  by 
some  that  a good  bargain  had  not  been  made 
because  the  royalty  had  been  lessened.  In 


reference  to  that  he  would  say  that 
many  held  that  the  principles  of 
taxing  the  poduction  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial in  any  shape  was  contrary  to  sound 
principles,  especially  where  the  article  was  in- 
tended for  competition  in  other  countries,  con- 
tending for  the  maxim  of  political  economy 
that  it  is  bad  policy  to  tax  in  any  country  the 
productions  of  an  article  that  can  be  depended 
on  for  the  employment  of  industry  and  for  ex- 
portation. The  policy  of  the  country  in  this 
respect  had,  however  been  settled,  and  a stip- 
ulation made  with  the  General  Mining  Asso- 
ciation to  the  effect  that  the  same  amount  of 
royalty  which  they  paid  should  be  demanded 
of  other  companies;  since  this  had  gone  into 
operation  he  had  not  heard  many  persons  say 
that  sixpence  a ton,  and  fourpence  above  a 
certain  quantity  was  too  much  or  too  little. 
If  however  the  legislature  should  come  to  the 
conclusion  to  extend  the  period  of  the  leases 
the  arrangements  respecting  the  royalty  might 
also  be  revised.  For  the  purpose  of  eliciting 
the  opinions  of  members  upon  these  questions 
he  moved  that  the  documents  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Minerals. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  he  was  glad  that  atten- 
tion had  been  called  to  this  matter— it  had 
been  his  intention  to  introduce  the  question  if 
no  other  member  had  done  so,  as  he  had  in  his 
possession  information  which  showed  that  not 
only  English  but  American  capitalists 
were  disinclined  to  embark  in  our 
mining  operations  under  the  existing  state  of 
things,  and  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  that  they 
hesitated  in  expending  the  millions  of  dollars 
required  in  an  investment  that  would  termi- 
nate at  so  early  a period.  He  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  house  particularly  to  the 
fact  that  no  member  from  the  Island  of  Gape 
Breton  was  on  the  Committee  on  Mines  and 
Minerals. 

Mr.  Archibald  strongly  condemned  the 
proposition  to  deal  with  so  important  a ques- 
tion in  so  insignificant  a manner.  When  the 
Legislature  in  1857  made  the  bargain  with  the 
General  Mining  Association  it  was  considered 
that  the  province  had  surrendered  enormous 
privileges,  but  the  arrangements  were  made 
and  the  tax  was  laid  upon  the  export  of  coal 
under  the  feeling  that  the  mines  were  thereby 
to  be  freed  from  a monopoly ; it  was  also  known 
that  the  whole  matter  would  be  subject  to  re- 
vision, and  the  great  argument  used  by  the 
Association  was  that  their  leases  were  to 
expire  in  twenty  years,  and  that  a higher  rate 
of  royalty  might  be  imposed.  Last  year  about 
694,000  tons  of  coal  had  been  raised,  producing  a 
revenue  of  869,000, — that  was  a handsome  rev- 
enue, but  supposing  the  mines  to  be  relieved 
from  the  -monopoly,  then  the  amount  would 
have  been  $200,000.  Where  had  the  balance 
gone?  A large  portion  of  it  had  gone  to  make 
the  fortunes  of  those  gentlemen  who,  out  of  a 
purchase  o'f  about  $50  had  become  millionaires 
and  were  deriving  an  enormous  yearly  rent. 
In  view  of  these  facts  the  importance  of  the 
subject  would  be  recognized;  and  while  there 
was  much  force  in  the  remarks  of  the  Solicitors 
to  whom  the  matter  had  been  referred,  and 
while  the  body  of  the  house  would  probably 
decide  in  favour  of  giving  a reasonable  secur- 
ity for  the  continuance  of  the  leases,  it  might 
be  well  to  consider  whether  a moderate  re- 
muneration should  not  be  reserved. 
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BILLS. 

The  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Bod  com- 
manded the  House  to  attend  His  Excellency- 
in  the  Council  Chamber.  Upon  the  return  of 
members,  the  Speaker  announced  that  His  Ex- 
cellency had  assented  to  the  bills  relating  to 
the  Windsor  and  Annapolis  Bail  way  Compa- 
ny, the  New  York  and  Cape  Breton  Coal 
Mining  Company,  the  Collins  Coal  Mining 
Company,  the  Boston  and  Bridgeport  Coal 
Mining  Company,  and  the  Acadia  Lodge  of 
Freemasons. 

MINING  LEASES. 

Hon  Provincial  Secretary  said  that  the 
importance  of  the  question  could  not  be  over- 
rated. Members  had  not  been  taken  by  sur- 
prise in  the  introduction  of  this  discussion,  be- 
cause the  papers  had  been  laid  on  the  table 
some  d^ys  before.  He  was  quite  prepared  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  expressing  fully  his 
views  and  opinions,  and,  at  the  same  time,  was 
quite  prepared  to  modify  these  on  the  produc- 
tion of  any  sound  argument  at  the  other  side. 
Instead  of  making  a specific  motion  on  this 
subject,  he  thought  the  matter  might  be  dealt 
with  best  by  eliciting  a full  expression  of  opin- 
ion on  the  part  of  members,  and  then  by  a re- 
ference to  committee,  without  any  one  being 
pledged  to  any  particular  course.  The  com- 
mittee could  then  report  on  the  adoption  of  a 
policy,  and,  if  required,  an  act  could  be  brought 
in  to  modify  the  existing  system.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
wise  policy,  and  that  the  time  had  come  when 
the  House  should  pursue  that  policy,  to  largely 
extend  the  period  of  these  leases,  and  to  extend 
them  on  the  terms  now  in  force.  He  had  been 
much  impressed  with  an  expression  of  Mr. 
Howe  some  years  ago,  when  this  subject  was 
under  discussion,— that  gentleman  had  said 
that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  no  more  rational  to 
tax  coals  at  the  mouth  of  the  pit,  than  it  would 
be  to  tax  turnips  or  potatoes  when  the  farmer 
was  taking  them  from  the  earth,  and  that  it 
was  the  true  policy  to  afford  every  possible  fa- 
cility to  the  development  of  our  resources. — 
It  was  only  because  the  Legislature  and  the 
Province  required  to  raise  a revenue  from  that 
source  that  the  action  of  the  royalty  wa3  justi- 
fiable. Upon  a suggestion  for  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  debate,  the  hon.  gentleman  here 
concluded  his  address. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  the  system  of  granting 
mining  licenses  also  required  consideration. — 
Some  persons  were  in  the  habit  of  applying  at 
the  Beceiver  General’s  office  and  obtaining  li- 
censes to  prospect  over  as  great  an  extent  as 
five  square  miles  of  country,  and  without  mov- 
ing a peg  they  allowed  other  persons  to  discov- 
er the  mines  if  there  were  any,  and  then  they 
threw  their  net  over  the  property  and  claimed 
it  as  their  own.  It  would  be  matter  for  con- 
sideration whether  they  should  not  be  obliged 
to  search  within  a given  time  and  to  make  re- 
turn to  the  Inspector  of  Mines.  Persons  get- 
ting leases  to  mine  also  frequently  caused  in- 
convenience by  occupying  a long  period  in 
organizing  a company,  and  a property  worth 
about  $200,000  was  sometimes  valued  at  a mil- 
lion, and  an  attempt  then  made  to  float  the 
stock.  Serious  complaints  had  arisen  on  these 
points. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  suggested  that  Mon- 
day next  be  appointed  as  the  day  for  discuss- 
ing the  subject. 


This  proposition  was  agreed  to. 

. Mr.  Bourinot  again  called  attention  to  the 
present  personnel  of  the  Mines  and  Minerals 
Committee.  He  suggested  that  Mr.  S.  McDon- 
nell’s name  be  added.  After  a brief  discussion 
Mr.  Bourinot’s  name  was  added  to  that  com- 
mittee. 

the  education  bill. 

Hon.  Peov.  Sec.  moved  the  order  of  tlfb 
day,  the  bill  “ to  amend  the  Act  for  the  better 
encouragement  of  education.”  In  doing  so  he 
suggested  to  the  House  the  advisability  of 
allowing  the  bill  to  pass  its  second  reading,  as 
it  involved  no  new  principle,  but  rather  mat- 
ters of  detail.  When  it  was  in  committee  it 
would  then  be  competent  for  any  gentleman  to 
move  any  amendments  he  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Locke  thought  that  sending  the  bill  to 
committee  would  not  prevent  any  gentlemen 
attacking  the  measure  both  in  committee  and 
on  its  being  reported  up. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  objected  to  such  a 
course  being*  pursued ; he  intended  to  move 
against  the  bill,  as  he  was  entirely  opposed  to 
the  principle  on  which  it  was  based. 

Mr.  Tobin  asked  the  hon.  gentleman  if  his 
carriage  got  out  of  order  would  he  not  take 
measures  to  have  it  repaired.  Now  the  pre- 
sent law  did  not  work  well,  and  accordingly, 
the  government  were  attempting  to  repair  it, 
and  make  it  more  useful.  He  trusted  that  the 
hon.  member  for  Victoria  had  patriotism 
enough  to  do  nothing  that  would  thwart  the 
progress  of  education,  and  prevent  the  passage 
of  a measure  that  would  make  our  system 
more  acceptable  to  the  people  of  this  country. — 
When  the  present  commissioners  in  Halifax 
entered  upon  their  duties,  there  were  only  700 
children  attending  school,  and  now,  not  with- 
standing the  school  accommodation  was  not  at 
all  satisfactory,  there  were  at  least  1900.  When 
the  House  saw  that  similar  results  were  occur- 
ring all  over  the  Province,  they  should  feel 
encouraged  to  persevere  in  the  good  work 
which  they  had  set  themselves  to  perform  for 
the  past  two  sessions.  He  did  not  suppose 
that  he  would  derive  any  personal  benefit  from 
the  law,  but  at  the  same  time  he  was  quite  pre- 
pared that  all  the  property  he  possessed  in  this 
country  or  elsewhere  should  be  taxed  for  the 
benefit  of  education,  Every  man  who  had 
any  patriotism  should  be  willing  to  contribute 
towards  the  education  of  the  country. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  said  that- he  was  just  as 
desirous  as  the  hon.  member  for  Halifax  to  in- 
crease the  educational  facilities  of  the  country, 
and  they«nly  differed  as  to  the  best  means  of 
effecting  that  desirable  object.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  in  favor  of  compulsory  assessment, 
whereas  he  (Mr.  C.)  advocated  a different 
course.  If  be  had  a carriage  that  was  continu- 
ally getting  into  ruts  and  was  proved  rotten 
and  worthless,  he  would  try  to  get  rid  of  it  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  procure  a new  one,  con- 
structed of  sound  materials,  that  could  be  used 
without  any  inconvenience. 

Mr.  S.  MacDonnell  said  that  he  did  not 
agree  with  the  statement  that  there  were  no 
new  principles  embodied  in  the  bill,  and  that 
he  could  not  understand  the  manner  in  which 
the  House  sometimes  managed  business.  He 
had  always  thought  that  the  proper  time  to  test 
the  principle  was  on  the  second  reading,  but 
according  to  the  course  proposed,  the  bill  was 
to  be  discussed  for  some  time  in  committee,  and 
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then  perhaps  be  swept  away  altogether.  It 
would  certainly  save  time  if  the  principle  were 
discussed  at  once. 

Hon  Prov.  Secy,  would  frankly  say  that  he 
was  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  law  now  on 
the  statute  book,  which  had  passed  by  a large 
majority,  was  still  the  policy  of  the  Legisla- 
ture; but  if  thehon.  member  for  Victoria  wish- 
ed to  move  against  the  broad  principle  of  assess- 
ment for  the  support  of  free  schools,  now  was 
certaiuly  the  proper  time.  He  was  in  hopes 
that  no  gentleman  would  be  desirous  of  attack- 
ing the  fundamental  principle  of  the  law  after 
the  consideration  it  had  received  for  the  two 
last  sessions,  but  that  gentlemen  all  round  the 
benches  would  unite  in  perfecting  and  making 
the  measure  as  acceptable  as  possible  to  the 
masses. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  the  principle  of 
this  great  measure  lay,  to  a large  extent,  in  its 
details,  and  therefore  he  thought  .that  it  would 
not  be  improper,  but  more  convenient,  for  gen- 
tlemen who  were  opposed  to  assessment  to 
attack  it  in  committee.  He  did  not  agree,  how- 
ever, with  the  assertion  that,  because  the  prin- 
ciple of  assessment  had  been  sanctioned  in 
previous  sessions,  therefore  it  was  favored  by  a 
majority  of  the  House  at  the  present  time. 
Gentlemen  had  now  gained  an  amount  of  ex- 
perience in  reference  to  the  subject  which 
placed  them  in  a very  different  position  to  that 
which  they  formerly  occupied.  He  had  not 
failed  to  observe  that,  though  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  scholars  in  certain  counties  had 
been  large,  there  had  not  been  that  diffusion  of 
the  advantages  of  education  through  the  entire 
province  that  the  House  had  been  led  to  be- 
lievd  would  result  from  the  adoption  of  the 
education  law.  He  believed,  despite  the  asser- 
tions of  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  that 
education  had  actually  retrograded  in  this 
province. 

Mr  S.  McHoxnell  said  that  in  the  remarks 
he  had  previously  made,  he  had  not  expressed 
any  opinion  on  the  subject  of  assessment.  To 
many  the  details  ol  the  present  bill  were  more 
distasteful,  than  those  of  the  existing  law.  The 
bill  before  the  House,  it  should  be  remembered, 
substituted  assessment  instead  of  voluntary 
subcription,  and  in  that  respect  it  made  an  im- 
portant change  from  the  present  act. 

Mr  Archibald  thought  that  the  most  advis- 
able course  to  pursue  was  to  go  into  Committee. 

Mr  S.  Campbell  said  that  he  had  only  ad- 
mitted the  principle  of  the  present  bill  to  the 
extent  that  some  measure  was  necessary  for 
the  education  of  the  couutry. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that,  in  attacking  the  bill  on 
its  second  reading,  they  destroyed  the  chance  of 
having  any  bill  whatever.  If  it  was  allowed  to 
go  into  committee,  it  could  be  so  amended  as  to 
aiter  the  principle  most  most  materially,  and 
improve  the  educational  system  to  a large  ex- 
tent. 

Mr  Miller  said  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  for,  on 
previous  occasions,  he  had  expressed  his  views 
most  fully,  and  moved  resolutions  embodying 
those  views.  The  second  reading  of  a bill  was 
the  proper  time  to  discuss  its  principal,  but 
still  he  felt  that  haviug  twice  tested  the  sense 
of  the  House,  which  had  decided  against  him, 
he  was  bound  now  to  presume,  unless  other 
gentlemen  moved  in  the  matter,  that  there 
had  been  no  change  in  the  opinion  of  the  ma- 


jority. If  any  one  choose  to  attack  the  princi- 
ple of  the  bill,  he  would,  of  course,  feel  bound 
to  sustain  him,  in  accordance  with  his  past 
policy  as  recorded  on  the  journals.  He  was 
glad  to  see  that  the  question  now  came  before 
the  House  divested  of  any  party  aspect,  and 
that  gentlemen  would  be  able  to  deal  with  it 
without  feeling  that  they  were  opposing  or  sup- 
porting the  government. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  said  it  was  a matter  of  * 
little  consequence  to  him  whether  any  change 
had  taken  place  in  the  feeling  of  the  House; 
all  that  he  wished  was  to  preserve  his  consis- 
tency. As  the  government  brought  down  the 
question  of  education  an  open  one,  every  gen- 
tlemen was  left  perfectly  untrammeled,  and 
could  deal  with  it  irrespective  of  party  con- 
siderations. He  would,  therefore,  ask  leave  to 
move  the  following  amendment  as  embody- 
ing the  views  he  sincerely  entertained  on  this 
important  and  difficult  question : — 

“Whereas  it  is  the  declared  policy  of  the 
Legislature  to.  establish  a system  of  Free 
Schools  for  the  education  of  the  masses  of  the 
people;  and  whereas  compulsory  taxation  is 
obnoxious  to  those  assessed,  and  exceedingly 
unjust  in  its  collection  and  distribution : 

“ Therefore  Resolved , That  the  Free  Schools  of 
this  country  in  the  future  be  only  supported 
out  of  the  general  revenue;  and  further  Re- 
solved, That  a tax  of  per  cent,  be  imposed  on 
all  articles  imported  into  this  Province,  for  the 
better  support  of  Schools  in  this  Colony.” 

It  might  be  considered  the  extreme  of  teme- 
rity for  him  to  raise  his  voice  in  opposition  to 
practised  debaters  like  the  leaders  of  the  go- 
vernment and  the  opposition — gentlemen  of 
undoubted  ability  and  learned  in  law  and  par- 
liamentary usages.  Every  one  knew,  however, 
that  Providence  had  not  lavished  his  gifts  on 
any  single  class  of  men,  but  to  some  gave 
eloquence  of  expression  and  to  others  the  pow- 
er of  reflection.  He  felt  that  there  were  many 
gentlemen  around  the  benches  who  might  not 
speak  with  the  ability  of  the  few,  but  who  had 
nevertheless  the  great  capability  of  thinking 
and  forming  sound  judgments  for  themselves; 
and  it  was  to  these  gentlemen  he  chiefly  ap- 
pealed in  the  few  imperfect  remarks  he"  was 
addressing  to  the  House.  He  called  upon  them 
to  relieve  the  country  from  the  unjust  system 
of  compulsory  taxation  under  which  it  had  been 
groaning  for  the  past  two  years.  All  had  the 
same  object  in  view — the  promotion  of  the  peo- 
ple’s interests;  though  some  differed  from 
others  as  to  the  best  system  to  pursue.  His 
own  views  on  the  present  subject  were  clear 
and  conclusive.  He  objected  to  the  second 
clause  as  being  unfair  to  the  people  to  whom  it 
was  intended  to  apply.  Under  it  a few  persons 
would  hav-e  to  bear  the  burthen  of  the  amount 
that  had  to  be  raised.  Other  clauses  of  the  bill 
were  equally  objectionable,  and  should  be  re- 
jected Py  the  House,  as  they  would  be  most 
distasteful  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  people.  A 
man  carrying  on  mining  operations  might 
keep  up  a school  for  the  sake  of  the  workmen, 
and*  yet  at  the  same  time,  under  the  third 
clause,  he  would  be  liable  to  assessment  in  his 
own  section  for  all  that  mining  property. 

Mr.  Campbell  went  on  to  say  that  he  con- 
sidered the  provision  contemplated,  of  thirty 
cents  per  head,  would  not  work  in  the  country, 
and  to  state  the  nature  of  his  own  proposition. 
The  imposition  of  one  and  a half  per  cent,  upon 
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our  imports  would  realize  $215,800,  which, 
added  to  the  usual  Provincial  grant,  would 
make  an  aggregate  of  $309,063,  for  the  support 
of  education.  This  sum  distributed  over  the 
Province — allowing  a full  limit  for  the  increase 
of  next  year — would  allow  $7  to  each  scholar. 
It  would  give  each  teacher  an  average  of  $300. 
This  would  fully  come  up  to  the  sched.ule  pro- 
posed in  the  present  act.  He  had  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  people  would  be  quite  will- 
ing to  accept  such  a proposition.  The  machinery 
for  collecting  it  was  already  in  motion;  whereas 
that  for  the  collection  of  the  tax  proposed  in  the 
bill  would  be  expensive.  Another  great  object 
would  be  also  subserved  by  the  policy  he  ad- 
vocated. It  was  unwise  to  allow  so  many 
foreign  goods  to  come  into  this  Province  free  of 
duty.  It  was  impossible  to  apply  to  a new 
country,  whose  manufactures  were  only  in  their 
infancy,  the  principle  that  worked  well  in  Great 
Britain.  Under  the  existing  system,  all  the 
brooms,  rakes,  and  such  articles  had  to  be  im- 
ported, and  no  encouragement  was  given  to  the 
extension  of  manufactures  in  this  Province.  It 
was  therefore,  his  object  to  establish  the  princi- 
ple of  protection  whilst  he  also  promoted  the 
cause  of  education.  He  did  not  wish  to  cast 
any  reflections  on  the  supporters  of  our  present 
educational  measure.  He  believed  .that  they 
had  risked  a great  deal  in  forcing  it  upon  the 
country;  but,  at  the  same  time,  experience 
should  have  taught  them  the  folly  of  persisting 
in  their  policy.  Another  objectionable  feature 
of  the  system  was  that  it  imposed  an  additional 
burthen  upon  those  who  were  engaged  in  de- 
veloping our  resources,,  as  if  they  were  not  al- 
ready far  more  largely  taxed  than  in  justice 
they  should  be.  In  the  place  of  encouraging 
men  to  spend  their  means  in  developing  the 
natural  capabilities  of  the  Province,  the  present 
policy,  if  continued,  would  have  the  effect  of 
making  them  hoard  their  money  in  banks,  or 
send  it  to  foreign  countries,  just  as  the  capi- 
talists of  Halifax  had  been  doing  for  the  last 
fifty  years. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  he  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  hon.  gentleman  undertook  to  im- 
pose the  duty  of  U per  cent,  on  all  merchan- 
dize or  on  certain  goods  simply. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  replied  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  impose  the  duty  on  all  dutiable  arti- 
cles. As  the  importations  increased  with  the 
growth  of  the  country,  the  amount  for  educa- 
tion would  increase;  and  there  would  be  some 
permanancy  in  the  fund.  At  present  the  trus- 
tees could  not  tell  what  remuneration  they' 
were  able  to  give  to  teachers.  Some  persons, 
indeed,  after  having  been  engaged  in  teaching, 
get  nothing  in  consequence  of  some  dispute 
arising. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  wished  to  know  how 
the  hon.  member  proposed  to  divide  the  money 
after  it  had  been  obtained. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  replied  that  he  might 
pursue  the  mode  proposed  in  the  present  bill. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  went  on  to  say 
that  he  did  not  understand  how  the  hon. 
gentleman  could  effectually  work  out  his  sys- 
tem. At  present  the  amount  of  money  received 
in  a district  depended  on  the  action  of  the 
people  themselves.  In  one  place  the  people 
might  contribute  largely  in  order  to  get  a good 
teacher,  who,  under  the  bill,  would  receive  a 
certain  sum.  The  hon.  member,  however,  pro- 
posed to  raise  a fund  sufficient  to  pay  all  the 


teachers,  and  admitting  such  a plan  was  fea- 
sible, how  could  the  money  be  divided?  Who 
was  to  say  to  one  section  it  should  have  fifty 
pounds,  and  to  another  it  would  receive  thirty- 
pounds.  The  hon.  member  would  see  at  once 
that  the  basis  now  was  that  the  Government 
could  divide  the  money  among  the  teachers 
according  to  the  action  of  the  people  them- 
selves. If  a section  employed  a second-class 
teacher,  the  responsibility  rested  upon  it.  It 
was  a popular  idea  for  gentlemen  to  propose 
this  system  of  indirect  taxation,  but  how  was 
it  to  be  carried  out?  If  it  was  adopted  in  re- 
spect to  education,  it  should  be  extended  also 
to  the  statute  labor  of  the  county. 

The  present  Act  on  the  statute  book  had 
gone  to  a great  extent  in  doubling  the  educa- 
tion grant — in  drawing  large  contributions 
from  the  treasury  and  from  that  class  who 
mainly  consume  dutiable  articles.  When  it 
was  proposed  to  absolve  the  people  entirely 
from  the  most  solemn  obligation  that  could 
rest  upon  them,  namely,  of  providing  for  the 
education  of  their  children,  he  wished  to 
know  from  the  hon.  member  how  he  proposed 
to  work  out  his  system.  The  hon.  member 
stated  that  now  a difficulty  might  arise  be- 
tween the  trustees  and  the  teacher,  and  the 
latter  might  not  get  paid;  but  did  not  he  see 
that  he  proposed  to  double  the  amount  of 
money  to  be  quarrelled  for.  If  the  Legisla- 
ture was  to  commit  the  folly  of  attempting 
to  draw  directly  from  the  revenue  the  amount 
required  for  the  support  of  the  schools,  this 
country  would  soon  be  in  a condition  of  vio- 
lent strife.  The  hon.  member  had  attempted 
a similar  resolution  last  session,  but  aban- 
doned it  when  he  saw  the  feelings  of  the  house 
on  the  subject.  Having  shown  to  his  constitu- 
ents the  views  he  entertained,  he  ought  not  to 
have  again  occupied  the  time  and  attention  of 
the  Legislature  with  a project  which  was  so 
entirely  Quixotic.  Wherever  his  principle  had 
been  tried  it  had  been  found  entirely  imprac- 
ticable. Instead  of  exciting  an  interest  on  be- 
half of  education,  it  had  led  to  indifference  and 
apathy — in  short,  to  results  that  were  most  an- 
tagonistic to  the  progress  of  education.  A few 
days  ago  a resolution  similar  to  that  of  the 
hon  member  had  been  moved  in  a popular  as- 
semblage held  in  one  of  the  counties  of  the 
Province,  but  it  was  rejected,  although  bhe 
majority  were  opposed  to  the  present  school 
law,  and  had  no  particular  affection  for  the 
government. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  expressed  his  surprise 
that  the  Provincial  Secretary  should  imagine 
that  the  present  was  the  proper  time  to  ex- 
plain the  machinery  by  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  pro- 
posed to  carry  out  his  system ; that  was  a mat- 
ter of  detail.  Let  the  house  adopt  the  resolu- 
tions, and  he  would  guarantee  a measure  that 
would  work  smoothly  and  promote  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  this  country.  He  wished  at 
one  and  the  same  time  to  encourage  education 
and  raise  up  manufactures  in  this  country. 
Hitherto  our  people  had  been  continually  lea- 
ving the  country  to  try  their  fortunes  else- 
where, but  once  raise  up  a large  manufactur- 
ing interest  in  the  Province,  and  its  population 
would  soon  be  largely  increased. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  he  quite  agreed 
with  the  hon.  member  for  Victoria  as  to  the 
feeling  of  disaffection  that  existed  throughout 
the  country  against  the  present  law.  This  sea- 
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timent  -was  not  exhibited  so.  much  perhaps  in 
Halifax  or  in  towns  and  large  settlements; 
these  had  the  means  of  availing  themselves  of 
the  facilities  afforded  by  the  law;  but  there 
were  many  localities  throughout  the  Province 
where  the  bill  could  not  work  at  all.  He  would 
be  prepared,  therefore,  to  go  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  resolution  moved  by  the  hon.  member,  if 
he  saw  the  least  chance  of  its  success.  As  it 
was,  however,  he  would  vote  for  it,  and  if  it 
failed  he  would  subsitute  another.  The  one  he 
would  propose  would,  of  course,  recognize  as- 
sessment to  a certain  degree,  but  he  would 
limit  the  power  of  the  Government  to  impose 
direct  taxation  to  any  amount  beyond  one- 
fourth  of  the  whole  sum  requird  to  support  our 
public  schools.  He  had  taken  every  opportu- 
nity of  ascertaining  the  feelings  of  his  consti- 
tuency on  the  subject,  and  had  visited  the 
populous  as  well  as  the  outlying  districts  of 
Guysboro’.  He  had  found  that  the  advan- 
tages which  were  to  be  derived  under  the  law 
had  not  accrued  at  all  to  many  sections.  The 
persons  proper  to  act  as  trustees,  in  some  cases 
could  not  be  found.  He  knew  at  that  moment 
of  a large,  populous,  and  old  settlement,  where 
you  might  travel  for  miles  without  finding  a 
single  school.  These  matters  were  not  refer- 
red to,  as  they  ought  to  bo,  bj'  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Education. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  expressing  his  opinions  boldly  on  this 
question,  for  he  valued  his  seat  less  than  he 
did  the  performance  of  his  duty.  He  wished 
to  show  how  the  question  really  stood  before 
the  house — it  was  to  impose  one  and  a half 
per  cent  upon  a'l  goods,  whether  dutiable  or 
free.  Surely  that  was  a most  Quixotic  idea! 
More  than  one  half  of  our  goods  came  in  free 
at  the  present  time.  The  hpo.  member  for 
Victoria  wanted  protection,  and  he  was  going 
to  have  it  with  a vengeance.  He  was  going 
to  tax  all  raw  goods  that  come  in  free,  and 
yet  he  was  a,  protectionist.  He  was  going  to 
tax  all  the  flour  required  by  the  country,  for 
on  that  article  alone  he  would  raise  a sum  of 
about  $28,683,  for  the  support  of  schools, 
r*  e was  going  to  raise  $215,000  by  the  addition- 
al duty,  besides  the  $90,000  now  taken  from 
the  revenue.  That  was  to  say  he  asked  over 
$300,000  directly  from  the  treasury ; that  would 
he  more  than  a quarter  of  ti:  e whole  revenue. 
If  all  this  money  was  to  be  taken  for  schools, 
and  an  immense  amount  besides  for  railways, 
how  were  the  road3  and  bridges  to  be  sup- 
ported? Then  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  hon  member  would  raise  up  an  army  of 
collectors — the  whole  machinery  of  the  cus- 
toms would  require  revision. 

The  debate  was  adjourned. 

The  house  adjourned  until  11  o’clock  next 
day. 

[The  petition  presented  by  Mr.  S.  McDon- 
nell on  a previous  day  was  for  a daily  mail  to 
MaboUj  and  not  to  Margaree,  as  stated.] 


Thursday,  March  15. 
The  House  met  at  11  o’clock.— A call  of  the 
House  was  had. 

PETITIONS. 

Hon  Prov  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  a 
petition  from  David  Hunt  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  on  the  Railway. 


Mr  Longley  presented  a petition  from  a 
person  named  Rogers  asking  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  hay  burned  on  the  Railway. 

Mr  Parker  remarked  that  the  matter  com- 
plained of  in  the  latter  petition  was  a very  hard 
case,  and  one  that  was  deserving  of  considera- 
tion. 

These  petitions  were  referred  to  Committee 
on  Railways. 

THE  EDUCATION  BILL. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed. 

Mr  Locke  said  he  was  not  going  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  by  any  lengthy  observa- 
tions on  this  subject  as  it  bad  been  fully  dis- 
cussed last  session,  and  the  feeling  of  the 
House  on  the  general  policy  of  the  measure 
was  probably  the  same  as  then.  He  still  con- 
tinued to  hold  the  opinion  he  had  expressed 
last  year,  that  the  old  system  was  preferable 
to  the  new,  and  that  the  present  law  had  re- 
tarded the  progress  of  education.  Notwith- 
standing the  statements  made  by  the  Superin- 
tendent he  was  disposed  to  believe  that  the 
schools  under  the  old  law  were  twenty-five 
per  cent  in  advance  of  the  present  condition. — 
In  Shelburne  County  there  were  not  half  the' 
school  districts  in  operation  that  there  were 
formerly,  and  the  progress  made  at  that  time 
was  such  as  to  gratify  every  friend  of  educa- 
tion. One  cause  of  the  decline  was  probably 
the  great  uncertainty  in  the  law,  owing  to  the 
continued  changes  which  had  been  made.  It 
had  been  said  by  the  Prov.  Secretary  that  the 
State  should  provide  for  the  public  education — 
that  being  the  case,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State 
to  support  the  schools  entirely  and  make  them 
free  to  the  people.  The  resolution  moved  on 
the  previous  evening  he  thought  went  beyond 
what  any  one  could  safely  agree  to,  because  it 
contemplated  the  imposition  of  duties  on  all 
goods  imported,  not  excluding  those  which  if 
was  decidedly  impolitic  to  tax,  and,  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  only  dutiable  goods  were 
taxed,  the  amount  would  fall  short  of  what 
was  required  by  about  forty  thousand  dollars. 
He  had  another  scheme  which  he  thought 
would  be  more  acceptable.  He  believed  the 
country  could  afford  to  have  the  ad  valorem  du- 
ties raised.  Some  years  ago,  when  £30,000  was 
required,  no  difficulty  had  been  experienced  in 
this  case,  and  by  adding  2£  per  cent,  the  sum  of 
$106,400  would  be  produced  without  being  so 
burthensome  as  direct  taxation.  This  added 
to  tbe  Provincial  grant  would  be  sufficient  for 
the  support  of  the  Common  Schools,  and  he 
did  not  think  that  the  support  of  the  Superior 
Schools  shohld  enter  into  the  question,  because 
if  a man  desired  to  give  his  children  an  acade- 
mic education,  he  should  pay  for  it.  The  Bro- 
vincial  grant  of  $90,000,  added  to  the  sum  so 
raised,  would  give  a total  of  $196,400,  or  say 
$200,000,  and  the  balance  required  could  he 
raised  by  subscription,  which  the  wealthier  in- 
habitants would  readily  give.  There  might 
also  be  an  amendment  made  -to  authorise  the 
trustees  to  receive  pupils  resident  outside  the 
district.  If  the  Government  would  accept  these 
suggestions,  he  thought  they  would  he  taking 
an  exceedingly  popular  step,  and  though  he 
did  not  wish  to  see  them  become  popular,  yet 
for  tbe  good  to  be  thus  attained,  be  would  not 
regret  that  they  should  be  so. 

Mr.  Ross  said  that  the  principal  question 
now  before  the  House,  was  whether  the  Schools 
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of  this  Province  were  to  be  supported  by  provin- 
cial allowance  or  partly  by  provincial  and 
partly  by  compulsory  County  and  local  assess- 
ment. The  first  thing  was  for  the  House  to 
decide  the  principle,  and  afterwards  to  enter 
into  detail,  and  be  knew  the  many  difficulties 
surrounding:  any  educational  act  that  could  be 
devised,  and  so  far  the  new  law  was  not  fair- 
ly treated.  The  act  of  1864  was  replaced  by 
another  in  I860,  and  now  instead  of  amending 
that  act  the  House  ought  to  abolish  it 
altogether  and  have  our  Schools  wholly  main- 
tained by  Government  support.  It  was  not 
often  that  he  and  his  colleague  agreed  on  the 
leading  public  questions  that  was  often  discuss- 
ed in  this  House,  but  he  felt,  bound  to  support 
the  resolution  that  he  had  placed  on  the  table; 
but  he  found  he  went  too  far  by  attempting  to 
show  how  the  means  were  to  be  raised.  That 
was  a matter  of  detail,  but  the  principle  should 
be  first  voted  and  the  details  would  soon  be  pro- 
vided , They  all  knew  that  there  was  a spirit  of 
resistance  against  direct  taxation,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  in  his  own  county  25  per  cent  oi  the 
tax  would  never  be  collected.  The  House  pass- 
ed an  act  in  1865,  and  without  having  it  fairly 
tested  they  abolished  many  of  its  important 
clauses,  ciearly  showing  that  they  were  only 
experimenting  in  changing  the  acts  too  often. 
He  was  afraid  that  the  Government  were 
attempting  too  much  and  instead  of  making 
such  radical  changes,  the  law  like  our  teach- 
ing should  advance  gradually.  He  was  also, 
afraid  that  the  Superintendent  in  his  zeal  for 
the  cause  of  education,  might  believe  that  edu- 
cation under  the  new  act  was  improving  faster 
than  the  actual  state  of  the  case  in  the  country 
really  proved.  Taking  the  report  of  the  In- 
spector for  Victoria,  he  saw  matters  were  too 
highly  colored  and  he  should  be  glad  if  there 
were'“  25  new  school  houses  built  during  the 
past  year  in  accordance  with  the  plans  issued 
by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,”  but  all 
he  could  say  was,  that  in  his  travels  he  could 
not,  see  them.  The  local  tax  would  entail  a 
burden  of  from  $3000  to  $4000,  on  her  people, 
and  be  for  one  would  not  willingly  impose  such 
a direct  burden  on  those  whom  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent.  If  it  would  be  decided  that 
this  burden  was  to  be  imposed  on  them,  there 
were  some  clauses  in  the  hill  that  he  would 
feel  it  his  duty  to  support.  One  was  an 
uniform  rate  of  payment  to  teachers 
all  over  the  Province  according  to  their  respec- 
tive classification.  Another  step  in  advance 
was  to  have  the  teachers  paid  directly  out  of 
the  Treasury  by  orders  drawn  in  their  favor. — 
This  would  he  hailed  with  pleasure  by  the 
teachers  in  Victoria,  who  could  not  be  satisfied 
with  the  irregular  and  improper  manner  in 
which  they  were  paid  during  last  year. 

He  would  state  in  all  fairness  that  much  of 
the  confusion  caused  in  his  county  was  owing 
to  the  men  who  were  entrusted  to  enforce  the 
laws,  and  they  could  now  pass  and  amend  any 
School  act  proposed  hy  the  best  minds  in  this 
House,  hut  unless  they  placed  it  in  the  hands  of 
honest  men — men  of  character,  education  and 
position — all  these  efforts  would  fail  to  pro- 
duce any  beneficial  results,  The  Provincial 
Sec’v  had  said  that  the  principle  of  compulsory 
assessment  was  adopted,  but  there  were  many 
things  adopted  in  the  House  which  would  he 
found  harsh  and  injurious  to  the  interest  of 
the  people.  He  would  not  wish  to  he  con- 


sidered as  opposed  to  the  general  encourage- 
ment of  education,  and  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
use  every  legitimate  means  of  promoting  that 
great  cause,  so  that  our  successors  would 
have  better  opportunities  of  being  educated 
than  he  had  in  his  young  days. 

Mr.  McDoxnell  said  that  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  expressing  any  opinion  on  the  question 
at  the  present  time,  but  he  thought  that  whilst 
the  resolution'  provided  the  means  by  which 
the  funds  required^were  to  be  raised,  many 
gentlemen  felt  themselves  bound  to  vote 
against  it. 

Mr  C.  J.  Campbell  said  that,  being  desir- 
ous of  meeting  the  views  of  hon.  gentlemen,  he 
would  consent  to  strike  out  the  last  part  of  the 
resolution  which  provided  for  the  imposition  of 
ohe  and  a hilf  per  cent.  duty. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  he  could  not  go  to  the 
length  the  resolution  proposed;  for  he  believed 
it  was  impracticable  to  carry  out  the  system 
efficiently.  In  the  first  place,  the  people  would 
not  take  that  interest  in  education  that  was  re- 
quisite—there  would  not,  be  the  same  judicious 
expenditure  of  the  public  funds.  One  great 
objection  that  he  had  to  the  present  law  was 
that  it  gave  an  undue  political  influence  to  the 
government,  but  sustitute  the  plan  proposed 
in  the  resolution,  and  their  power  would  be  im- 
mensely increased.  It  would  he  the  means  of 
giving  the  government  an  opportunity  to  U3e 
the  Educational  system  as  a vast  political  or- 
ganization. He  thought  it  voul  1 be  advisable 
for  the  hon.  member  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, as  it  was  understood  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Guysboro’  intended  to  propose  one 
more  in  consonance  with  the  views  of  gentle- 
men all  around. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that,  two  years  ago  when 
the  government  first  introduced  the  Education 
Act,  changing  our  school  system,  he  gave  it  his 
hearty  support  for  reasons  which  he  stated  at 
the  time,  and  to  which  he  would  again  refer 
very  briefly.  In  the  first  place,  under  the  old 
system,  government  after  government  had 
been  pursuing  a system  of  injustice  to  Cape 
Breton  as  well  as  to  other  counties  of  the  Pro- 
vince- Although  the  county  he  had  the  hon- 
our to  represent  was  the  largest  and  perhaps 
the  most  important  even  at  that  time  in  Nova 
Scotia,  - yet  it  received  the  smallest  grant 
of  all.  Under  the  bill  of  1864  that  injustice  was 
remedied  and  tbe  education  grant  was  ap- 
portioned more  in  accordance  with  equity. 
That  w as  one  reason  why  he  had  supported 
the  hill,  but  again,  the  old  system  notwith- 
standing it  had  many  advantages,  was  still  al- 
together inadequate  to  the  public  requirements. 
The  new  bill  remedied  many  defects  and  was 
in  many  respects  an  improvement,  and  it  there- 
fore obtained  his  support.  But  when  the  Act 
became  law,  and  was  tested  in  the  country,  it 
turned  out  very  obnoxious,  as  the  house  was 
aware,  to  large  portions  of  the  people.  He  had 
never  been  blind  to  the  fact  that  although  the 
principle  of  the  measure  was  a good 
one,  yet  there  was  one  difficulty  that 
stood  in  the  way  of  its  success.  The  want 
of  good  teachers  was  a stumbling-block  at  the 
very  outset.  This  difficulty  rendered  the  work- 
ing of  the  measure  to  a large  extent  imprac- 
ticable. In  every  county,  the  number  of  men 
qualified  to  teach  was  very  insignificant;  and 
he  was  very  much  afraid  that  the  same  diffi- 
culty would  exist  for  some  years  to  come  in 
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this  Province.  He  would  also  observe  that 
under  the  old  system  the  Boards  of  Commis- 
sioners had^een  appointed  in  a partial  spirit 
— some  religious  denominations  were  over-re- 
presented; for  example,  the  largest  body  in  his 
own  county  had  the  smallest  representation; 
but  since  the  new  law  had  been  in  operation, 
he  was  glad  to  see  this  state  of  things  had 
been  remedied.  Although  as  a member  of  the 
Education  Committee  he  had  been  a Consent- 
ing party  to  the  bill  now  before  the  house,  yet 
there  were  one  or  two  features  of  it  of  which 
he  did  not  altogether  approve.  For  instance, 
there  was  the  tax  of  30  cents  per  head  on  the 
population,  which  was  a considerable  imposi- 
tion. Taking  the  county  of  Cape  Breton,  and 
applying  the  tax, 'it  would  realize  in  the  aggre- 
gate upwards  of  $6000;  that  was  a large  addi- 
tion to  the  county  and  poor  rate,  and  he  was 
afraid  it  would  not  be  favorably  received.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  there  was  also  the 
district  tax  to  be  taken  into  consideration; 
and  which  must  fall  upon  the  most  wealthy 
of  every  community.  Two  taxes  would  be 
therefore  levied  for  the  same  object,  and  every 
one  knew  that  fact  would  not  be  very  palata- 
ble. The  clause,’  however,  giving  a uniform 
sum  to  all  the  teachers  throughout  the  coun- 
try, met  with  his  entire  approbation,  for  the 
present  system  had  worked  most  injuriously. 
Many  a place  in  the  province  had  been  lefG 
neglected  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  some 
such  improvement  as  that  now  proposed.  As 
respects  the  proposal  made  to  pay  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Schools  throughout  the  coun- 
try, he  felt  the  full  force  of  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Provincial  Secretary.  The  committee 
felt  that  these  gentlemen  had  strong  claims, 
but  could  not  deal  with  them  unless  they  ex- 
tended the  same  principle  to  the  country.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  clergy  and  others, 
who  formed  these  Boards  of  School  Commis- 
sioners, had  often  to  travel  a considerable  dis- 
tance and  lose  much  time  in  attendance  on 
these  onerous  duties;  and  he  therefore  was  ve- 
ry desirous  to  pay  these  men,  if  it  was  at  all 
practicable.  He  had  opposed  the  education 
bill  to  some  extent  last  year,  and  even  now 
supported  the  present  measure  with  reluct- 
ance; but  still  he  could  not  overlook  the  fact 
that  probably  the  time  was  not  far  distant 
when  little  by  little  the  measure  would  be- 
come more  acceptable  to  the  masses.  He  had 
had  the  honor  of  consulting  many  of  his  most 
influential  friends  in  his  own  county  on  the 
subject,  and  they  took  the  same  view  as  him- 
self. He  was  therefore  desirous  of  giving  the 
measure  a fair  trial,  for  he  believed  that  the 
improvements  now  proposed  would  render  it 
more  operative  and  acceptable  to  the  people. 
Entertaining  these  opinious  he  could  not  sup- 
port the  amendment  which  had  been  submit- 
ted to  the  bouse;  for  once  admit  the  principle 
embodied  in  it,  where  would  it  stop? 

Mr.  Archibald  read  a petition  from  a 
number  of  intelligent  persons  in  Colchester, 
asking  for  amendments  in  the  present  law 
similar  to  those  proposed  in  the  bill  before  the 
House.  He  stated  that  the  petition  bad  its 
origin  before  the  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  education  was  published. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  read  a similar  petition 
from  Musquodoboit,  — a district,  which  be 
stated,  had  shown  a most  creditable  determi- 
nation to  carry  out  the  school  law.  The  rural 


sections  in  Halifax  county  appeared  to  be  more 
anxious  to  carry  out.  the  measure  than 
any  other  parts  of  the  Province.  The 
districts  which  he  especially  represented  were 
very  anxious  to  support  the  measure,  and  yet 
they  were  not  composed  of  rich  men,  but  a 
large  portion  of  the  population  was  engaged  in 
fishing.  He  was  proud  to  see  the  great  im- 
provement that  had  taken  place  in  the  city  of 
Halifax,  for  the  capital  should  set  an  exam- 
ple to  the  rest  of  the  province.  The  Board  of 
Commissioners  deserved  great  credit  for  their 
zeal,  and  he  only  regretted  that  the  Commit- 
tee could  not  see  the  way  clear  to  recommend 
some  remuneration  for  the  valuable  services 
these  gentlemen  were  performing.  As  re- 
spects the  question  before  the  house,  he  fully 
agreed  with  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Superintendent  of  Education.  If 
we  expected  to  carry  out  any  great  undertak- 
ing with  success,  we  must  interest  the  people 
in  it.  The  moment  Education  was  supported, 
directly  from  the  treasury,  the  people  would 
lose  a large  measure  of  the  interest  they  now 
naturally  felt,  and  must  continue  to  feel  under 
the  existing  system.  Be  added  that  his  consti- 
tuents outside  of  the  city  were  chiefly  fisher- 
men— who  already  are  largely  taxed  beyond 
other  classes — and  yet  it  was  now  proposed  to 
impose  still  higher  duties  upon  them. 

Mr.  CoHFXJsr  alluded  to  the  legislation  that 
had  taken  place  respecting  Education  during 
the  past  two  years.  The  bill  of  1865,  was  still 
untried;  the  assessment  under  it  had  not  yet 
been  levied.  The  house  could  not  tell  how  it 
would  work,  but  as  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
judge  himself  it  had  been  more  favorably  ob- 
served than  the  previous  act.  The  difficulty  in 
his  own  county  had  been  to  raise  the  supple- 
mentary sum  by  subscription.  The  subscrip- 
tion bad  to  be  met  by  a few  persons  who  were 
bound  to  have  schools  at  any  rate.  Could  tui- 
tion fees  have  been  substituted,  the  difficulty 
might  not  have  arisen.  He  thought  under  all 
the  circumstances  it  might  have  been  better 
to  have  allowed  the  present  law  a fair  trial,  in- 
stead of  bringing  up  amendments  year  after 
year  and  perplexing  the  people.  He  did  not, 
however,  view  the  resolution  before  the  house 
with  much  favour.  As  far  as  his  own  opinion 
went— as  farj  as  he  had  been  able  to  judge  of 
the  sentiments  of  the  most  respectable  and  in- 
telligent of  his  own  people  he  believed  it  would 
be  better  to  increase  the  amount  for- the  sup- 
port of  schools  from  the  revenue — by  rais- 
ing the  ad  valorem  goods  to  a small  extent, 
and  making  the  direct  tax  fall  as  lightly 
as  possible  upon  the  people.  He  understood 
there  would  be  another  resolution  proposed, 
and  as  it  would  meet  his  views,  be  would  sup* 
port  it  at  the  proper'  time.  He  thought  the 
house  was  inclined  to  legislate  too  hastily 
upon  the  question,  and  did  not  allow  the  peo- 
ple sufficient  time  for  consideration.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  number  of  school-houses 
had  largely  increased  throughout  the  oountry; 
that  might  be  the  case  in  some  counties,  but 
iu  Shelburne,  with  the  exception  of  the  Aca- 
demy which  had  been  raised  after  a good 
deal  of  opposition,  he  knew  of  no  buiming. 
having  been  erected  since  the  former  bill.  Yet. 
he  was  not  ashamed  to  allow  any  one  to.tra- 
vel  through  the  county,  and  note  the  character 
of  the  school  accommodation.  He  knew  how 
hardly  assessment  fell  upon  certain  classes  of 
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the  people;  very  many  found  it  impossible  to 
raise  the  money  required. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  said  that  the  number 
of  school  houses  in  Digby  had  considerably  in- 
creased under  the  act  of  1864  and  he  believed 
that  if  the  Government  had  allowed  that  law 
to  work  itself  out,  it  might  have  succeeded ; 
but  before  the  Commissioners  and  Trustees  ! 
understood  its  provisions,  amendments  were  ; 
put  in  their  hands.  Again  before  the  bill  of  j 
1865  was  allowed  time  to  work,  other  iinpor-  j 
tant  alterations  were  proposed.  Bethought  ; 
that  if  there  was  to  be  any  assessment,  it  ! 
should  be  sectional  assessment;  for  by  that 
means,  every  person  would  feel  a more  direct 
interest  in  the  cause  of  Education.  By  the 
provisions  of  the  present  bill,  only  the  large 
and  wealthy  sections  were  to  have"schools  of  i 
the  best  class.  Be  thought  that  there  should  j 
be  some  mode  devised  whereby  every  section  i 
would  have  a fair  provision  for  schools;  it  was  j 
the  poor  sections  that  required  the  most  assis-  j 
tance.  As  he  did  not  see  anything  better  in 
prospect,  he  was  forced  to  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion proposed;  but  he  thou  rht  that  the  mistake 
had  been  made  in  not  allowing  the  first  bill  to  j 
work  itself  out.  The  dissatisfaction  that  had  j 
risen  against  the  measure  originated  chiefly  ! 
with  persons  who  had  their  children  already  j 
educated,  or  with  old  bachelors,  and  he  believ-  ; 
ed  that  the  feeling  would  have  subsided  with 
the  progress  of  time.  However,  if  he  was 
certain  that  the  principle  of  county  assessment 
would  he  struck  out  of  the  bill,  he  might  sup- 
port it;  hut  under  existing  circumstances  he 
had  no  alternative  except  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  said  that  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a very  general  concurrence  in  the 
opinion  that  the  matter  of  education  had  been 
pressed  too  fast  and  too  rashly  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country.  No  one  should  attempt  to 
deal  with  human  beings  differently  from  dumb 
animals.  It  was  very  injudicious  to  lash  a 
horse  to  fury;  it  injured  the  animal  as  well  as 
the  owner.  Yet  the  people  of  the  pro  rince  had 
been  excited  and  irritated  to  an  inordinate  ex- 
tent by  the  mode  of  dealing  with  the  question  of 
education.  The  obnoxious  system  of  compulsory 
assessment  had  been  forced  upon  them,  with  a 
persistence  that  was  unwise  in  the  last  degree. 
The  natural  inclinations  of  the  people  hadbeen 
left  out  of  the  question  altogether.  Be  had 
made  some  calculations  of  the  expense  to 
which  the  people  were  to  be  subject  under  the 
bill,  and  found  that  by  the  tax  6f  30  cents  they 
would  have  to  pay  in  all  $100,500.  Then,  in 
consideration  of  that  tax,  they  were  to  receive 
$50,000  from  the  Provincial  Treasury. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  by  the  mode  pro- 
posed the  amount  given  from  the  treasury  would 
exceed  the  $90,000  now  given. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  replied  that  he  saw  noth- 
ing in  the  Act  that  was  conclusive  on  that  poi  *t, 
whatever  might  be  the  intention  of  the  go  ern- 
ment. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec’y.  said  that  the  measure 
provided  the  payment  to  each  teacher  of  a spe- 
cific sum  according  to  his  or  her  class  of  license ; 
and  the  aggregate  sum  thus  expended  would 
amount  at  present  to  double  the  amount  stated 
by  the  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  he  could  not  .tee 
it  at  all  events. 


Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  supposed  that  the 
hon  member  did  not  wish  to  see  it. 

Mr  S.  Campbell  continued  that  one  of  the 
great  objections  to  the  measure  was  the  large 
expense  it  entailed.  For  instance,  the  inspec  - 
tors  of  schools  were  to  rereive  a sum  ot  $3  fo  r 
each  half  yearly  inspection,  or  $6  for  the  yearly 
inspection  of  1400  school  sections.  He  suppose  d, 
of  course,  that  the  effects  of  the  bill  would  be 
so  marvellous  that  all  the  sections  would  be 
brought  into  operation  Here  then  was  a sum 
of  $16,800  for  chool  inspection  alone.  If  the 
teachers  were  to  'he  of  so  superior  a cla33  as  it 
was  expected  by  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  what 
was  the  necessity  for  this  expensive  system.  Gf 
of  inspection  He  thought  therefore  that  the 
charge  of  $16,800  was  entirely  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Blanchard  saw  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  made  a slight  mistake,  the  fuoa  for  the  total 
school  inspection  was  actually  $8,400. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said,'  that  he  saw  he  had 
read  the  figures  wrongly,  but  wa^not  the  sum 
of  $8,400  a large  one  under  the  circumstances. 
The  people  of  the  country  did  not  consider 
! £2,000  an  insignificant  turn.  Some  gentlemen 
j who  had  spent  large  sums  for  visits  to  different 
! portions  ol  the  globe,  might  look  at  such  mat- 
ters as  of  trivial  importance ; but  the  people 
thought  very  differently.  Lie  quite  agreed  with 
the  hon.  member  for  Victoria  that  the  principle 
of  assessmem  was  obnoxious  in  the  extreme ; 

| he  believed  that  a large  portion  of  the  people 
j would  be  disposed  to  return  to  the  old  law  in 
j preference  to  the  present  system  However,  he 
| did  not  think  the  resolution  ia  its  present  shape 
would  pass,  and  he  therefoie  proposed  to  sub- 
stitute another  which  would  meet  he  thought 
with  more  general  acceptance.  When  be  could 
not  get  all  he  wanted  he  must  be  content  with 
what  was  within  his  reach.  The  resolution  he 
intended  moving  was  as  follows  — - 

Resolved,  That  the  principle  of  direct  assessment 
as  now  proposed,  under  the  bill  before  the  House, 
for  the  support  of  Education,  is  unsuited  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  people  of  this  country ; and  that 
I this  House  is  of  opinion 't1* at  no  more  than  one-fourth 
j of  the  funds  necessary  for  the  support  of  our  schools 
I should  be  raised  by  .voluntary  subscription  or  assess- 
j ment,  and  that  the  residue  should  be  raised  by  indi- 
rect taxation  from  the  general  revenue,  augmented 
for  that  purpose  by  increasing  the  ten  per  cents. 

j Some  gentlemen  had  a horror  of  increasing 
the  ten  per  cents,  but  it  would  be  recollected 
they  had  been  raised  some  years  ago,  and  sub- 
sequently lowered,  and  in  neither  case  did  the 
people  feel  the  difference.  Some  gentlemen, 
indeed,  holding  high  positions  had  been  quite 
willing  to  raise  our  taxation  to  the  extent  oi  20 
pea  cent.,  and  could  not  therefore  find  fault  with 
his  proposition.  He  trusted  that  the  House 
would  deal  with  the  question  irrespective  of  all 
party  considerations.  All  that  he  wished  wa3 
to  secure  a triumph  for  the  people  of  this  Prc- 
vince^-to  secure  the-  adoption  of  a measure  that 
would  encourage  education  and  not  discourage 
it— that  would  allay  that  feeling  of  discontent 
which  now  unhappily  existed  to  so  detrimental 
an  extent. 

Mr.  Kaulback  was  glad  that  the  question 
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had  been  brought  before  the  house  in  a shape 
that  enabled  gentlemen  to  deal  witji  it  apart 
from  all  political  considerations.  Ab  respects  the 
imposition  of  30  cents,  he  bad  enquired  into  its 
effect  upon  bis  own  county,  and  found  it  very 
insignificant.  He  did  not  think  the  amount  al- 
lotted to  the  inspectors  too  large ; it  only  gave 
each  of  them  about  four  hundred  dollars  a year. 
When  he  looked  at  the  nature  of  the  duties  per- 
formed for  this  sum  by  the  inspector  in  Lunen- 
burg, he  saw  that  it  was,  if  anything,  inade- 
quate. The  gentleman  holding  the  position 
had  to  work  very  ha'rd,  and  fall  back  after  all 
on  what  private  means  he  might  have  in  order 
to  support  himself.  He  had  always  been  a 
strong  advocate  for  direct  taxation  as  the  means 
of  support  for  a system  of  free  schools.  His  own 
experience  of  its  operation  had.  not  altered  his 
opinion  on  the  subject.  Defects,  he  knew, 
had  existed  in  the  law  which  prevented  its  suc- 
cessful operation  A large  amount  of  ignorance 
respecting  the  object  and  scope  of  the  lav/  had 
been  a great  stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  its 
success.  The  trustees  did  not  know  how  they 
were  to  be  protected  in  making  arrangements 
with  teachers — these  and  other  causes  had  mi- 
litated against  the  progress  of  the  measure. 
Now,  however,  the  trustees  would  know  ex« 
actly  what  each  section  would  receive  tor  its 
teachers.  He  found  on  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject that  education  had  already  made  consider- 
able strides  under  the  new  system.  In  his  own 
county  it  had  progressed  far  bevond  what  it  had 
ever  done.  Instead  of  1700  children  at  school, 
there  were  now  actually  over  2200  In  the  i 
town  of  Lunenburg  there  were  formerly  only  j 
160  attending  the  six  schools  in  operation,  j 
whereas  the  number  enrolled  now  was  three 
hundred.  Under  the  present  system  the 
the  poor  man’s  child  had  an  opportunity  of  re 
ceiving  an  education  which  fitted  him  for  the 
battle  of  life.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  it  was 
proposed  to  pay  the  teachers  directly  from  the 
treasury,  for  it  would  secure  to  them  more  equi- 
table and  ample  remuneration.  The  sum  that 
would  be  expended  in  this  way  would  be  at 
least  one  hundred  thousand  dollar  , and  would 
increase  correspondingly  with  the  growth  of  the 
country  He  did  not  think  the  assessment 
should  be  levied  on  sections,  for  that  plan  had 
been  tried  under  the  bill  of  1864  and  had  been 
found  to  work  most  unfairly.  He  would  like  to 
see  something  in  the  bill  providing  for  the  erec- 
tion of  school  houses  in  the  poor  sections  of  the 
couuiry  ; tho  slow  progress  of  education  had 
arisen  in  a>  great  measure  from  the  want  of  that 
necessary  accommodation.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  imposition  of  any  additional  duties  upon  that 
large  class  of  his  constituents,  the  fishermen, 
who  were  already  largely  taxed  for  the  articles 
they  used.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would 
consider  the  question  calmly  and  deliberately, 
and  with  an  entire  absence  of  party  feeling. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  C.  J. 
Campbell’s  resolution  as  amended,  which  was 
lost  by  13  to  31. 

Teas — J.  Campbell,  HeffernaD,  McKay,  Hebb, 
Bill,  Locke,  Stewart  Campbell,  C.J  Campbell, 


Robicheau,  Colin  Campbell,  Ross,  Balcam, 
Ray. 

Nays—1 Tobin,  Hamilton,  Kil!am,E..L. Brown, 
Parker,  Shannon,  McFarlane,  Jame3  Fraser, 
Pryor,  Lawrence,  D . Fraser,  Donkin,  Townsend, 
Whitman, Churchill.  Kaulback,  Allison, Longley, 
Archibald,  Jost,  Miller,  Blackwood,  McLelan, 
Blanchard,  McDonnell,  JProv  Sec  , Robertson, 
Hill,  Cowie,  McKinnon,  More 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Mr  Bourinot  requested  that  his  name  be 
added  to  tho  names  of  those  members  voting 
against  the  amendment  previously  put 'to  the 
House.  Leave  was  granted. 

PETITIONS 

Mr.  Pryor  presented  a petition  from  David 
Cowie,  asking  remuneration  for  the  loss  of  a 
collection  of  minerals  sene  to  the  Exhibition  in 
1862 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a petition  for  the 
establishment  of  Registry  of  Deeds  and  Court 
of  Probate  in  district  of  Barrington 

Mr.  Pryor,  Mr.  S.  M.  McDonnell  and  Kofi. 
Mr.  McFarlane  made  a few  remarks  respecting 
the  impropriety  of  making  divisions  of  counties 
in  the  way  asked  for  in  the  petition  presented 
by  Mr.  Robertson.  Messrs  Robertson,  Archi- 
bald and  Coffin  made  explanations  ia  support  ot 
the  petition.  Leave  was  granted  to  bring  in  a 
bill  on  the  subject  and  the  bill  being  introduced 
passed  a first  reading 

Mr.  Archibald  introduced  bills  to  authorise 
the  sale  of  school  lands  as  Truro  and  Onslow 
for  the  purpose  of  having  them  referred  to  the 
Committee  already  appointed.  They  were  re- 
ferred accordingly. 

RAILWAY  TO  YARMOUTH. 

Mr.  Townsend  presented  a petition  from  over 
200  inhabitants  of  Yarmouth  asking  that  a line 
for  a railway  between  Annapolis  and  Yarmouth 
be  surveyed. 

Mr.  Ktllam  said  that  some  gentlemen  seem- 
ed to  think  it  a strange  thing  fora  petition  in  fa- 
vour ot  a railroad  to  come  from  Yarmouth,  but 
strange  things  were  happening  now.  Although 
he  had  been  opposed  to  so  rapid  an  extension  of 
these  works  as  had  been  carried  on,  and  though 
he  was  opposed  lo  their  construction  by  govern- 
ment, yet  the  policy  of  the  country  having  been 
adopted  on  this  subject,  he  thought  the  time 
had  arrived  when  the  people  of  Yarmouth  who 
had  been  contributing  to  the  Railways  for  ten 
years  should  have  some  share  in  their  advanta- 
ges. A road  in  that  direction  would  open  up 
great  facilities  for  travel,  affording  the  most  di- 
rect route  for  communication  with  the  United 
States 

Mr.  Bourinot  expressed  himself  gratified  a„ 
finding  that  the  people  of  Yarmouth  had  become 
converts  to  the  railway  policy; — their  applica- 
tion was  one  that  he  would  readily  support.  He 
hoped  some  attention  would  also  be  given  to  the 
eastern  sections  of  the  province  and  that  Sydney 
would  be  as  far  as  possible  connected  with  ihe 
Pictou  line. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  also  reminded  the  govern- 
ment that  on  the  Statute  book  there  was  a rail- 
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vray  connecting  with  White  Haven  and  he  hop- 
ed this  recognition  of  the  policy  of  such  an  ex- 
tension would  produce  practical  results  before 
long. 

Mr.  Locke  also  urged  the  construction  of  the 
common  road,  connecting  Shelburne  with  the 
adjoining  counties,  prayed  for  io  a petition 
which  he  had  presented 

Mr.  Bourinot,  in  connection  with  Die  sub- 
ject of  Railway  extension,  called  atte  tion  to 
the  great  commercial  facilities  presented  by  the 
harbor  of  Louisbourg.  He  said  that  this  port 
was  the  nearest  to  Europe  of  any  of  our  seaports, 
was  open  to  navigation  at  ail  periods  of  the  year, 
and  in  the  course  of  years  must  be  the  stepping 
stone  to  the  American  continent 

Hon.  Frov.  Sec.,  in  reference  to  the  petition, 
remarked  that  whatever  views  a member  might 
entertain  of  any  policy,  when  that  policy  was 
adopted  by  the  country  there  was  no  inconsis- 
tency in  changing  his  views  to  suit  the  modified 
circumstances  He  was  not  all  surprised  at  see- 
ing a memorial  of  this  kind  coming  from  so  in- 
telligent and  so  enterprising  a constituency  as 
Yarmouth,  one  in  the  precincts  of  which  more 
wealth  w83  possessed  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  province  outside  Ihe  metropolis  It  would 
be  strange  if  such  a constituency  had  not  recog- 
nised the  fact  that  the  construction  of  these 
works  tended  to  stimulate  and  develope  the 
strength  and  activity  of  a country.  The  people 
of  Yarmouth  might  regard  the  measures  adopt 
ed  for  extending  the  line  of  Railway  85  miles 
nearer  their  borders,  as  an  earnest  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  legislature  to  extend  the  commu- 
nication east  and  west  as  rapidly  as  circum- 
stances would  admit.  He  felt  very  sanguine 
that  the  arrangements  made  for  the  building 
of  the  Trunk  and  Annapolis  lines  were  so  fa- 
vourable that  the  Province  would  hav  practical 
ly  to  bear  little  or  no  burthen  in  connection  with 
one  or  the  other  The  introduction  of  a million 
of  foreign  capital  into  the  country  in  < onnectioo 
with  the  latter  could  not  fail  to  stimulate  the 
business  and  trade  of  the  country  and  the  fact 
that  the  former  would  place  Nova  Scotia,  hith- 
erto isolated,  in  connection  with  the  Railway 
system  of  New  Brunswick  would  shew  that  that 
line  would  r eturn  by  an  increase  of  trade,  by 
the  royalty  it  would  bring  in  from  the  Spring 
Hill  Mine  and  by  the  increase  in  the  receipts  of 
the  line  itself,  the  charges  which  it  entailed. 
Every  one  must  feel  that  the  construction  of  85 
miles  of  road  through  counties  very  superior  in 
their  agricultural  capabilities  and  in  the  en 
terprising  character  of  their  inhabitants  must 
develop  trade  and  largely  increase  the  reveue. 
What  then  was  there  to  hinder  a still  further  ex- 
tension east  and  west?  It  was  to  be  hoped 
that  the  line  to  Yarmouth  might  soon  be  in 
such  a stats  of  forwardness  as  to  place  the  Pro- 
vince as  soon  as  circumstances  would  admit,  in 
a position  to  invite  a further  introduction  of 
foreign  capital  for  its  construction. 

Mr.  Bill  said  that  as  soon  as  the  paying  fa- 
cilities of  a line  to  Yarmouth  were  understood 
no  doubt  a company  could  b8  organized  with- 


out any  difficulty.  He  thought  that  the  capabi- 
lities of  the  western  road  were  not  fully  appreci- 
ated; the  facilities  it  would  give  for  clearing 
timber  from  the  Crown  Lands  would  go  far  to 
make  up  for  its  expense.  The  leader  of  the 
opposition  had  argued  that  the  eastern  and 
western  lines  w ould  be  rivals  to  each  other — 
he  did  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  upon  that 
ground,  though  he  did  not  doubt  there  would 
be  a great  deal  of  rivalry  excited  between  the 
counties  of  Kings,  Annapolis,  and  Colchester, 
and  a rivalry  of  that  sort  was  recognized  as  ex- 
ceedingly valuable  by  the  Legislature  in  its  ap- 
propriations to  the  Agricultural  Societies  for 
exhibitions  and  the  improvement  of  stock.  The 
same  kind  of  rivalry  would  be  fostered  by  the 
extension  to  Y armouth,  and  he  doubted  not 
that  the  Annapolis  Railway  Company,  on  see- 
ing the  facilities,  would  willinglv7  undertake  the 
construction.  It  was  also  possible  that  a Pro- 
vincial company  would  be  organized  for  the 
purpose;  it  was  not  many  days  since  he  had 
heard  a gentleman  say  that  he  would  be  willing 
to  take  stock  in  the  Windsor  and  Annapolis 
Company  to  such  an  amount  a3  would  build 
five  miles  of  the  road.  Railway  extension  had 
become  a public  necessity,  and  he  would  be 
happy  to  give  his  aid  to  such  undertakings  as 
soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  country  would 
admit. 

PICTOU  RAILWAY. 

The  discussion  of  the  papers  ou  this  subject 
having  been  made  the  ord  rof  the  day  for  this 
afternoon,  it  was  now  taken  up 

Mr.  Archie ajld  said: — In  rising  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  question  made 
the  order  of  the  day,  I may  say  I do  so  in  the 
discharge  of  a most  important  public  duty, 
one  which  cannot  be  discharged  faithfully 
without  to  some  extent,  entrenching  on  the 
feelings  of  gentlemen  composing  the  govern- 
ment and  of  persons  in  their  employ,  but 
every  member  of  the  House  is  bound  to  disre- 
gard his  private  and  personal  feelings  in  deal- 
ing with  mat’ters  of  such  magnitude  as  this, — 
We  come  here  not  to  consult  those  feelings, 
but  entrusted  as  we  are  with  the  guardianship 
of  rights  and  interests  of  the  people  of  Nova 
Scotia,  if  we  indulge  those  feelings  and,  in  so 
doing,  refrain  from  the  discussion  of  public 
questions,  we  violate  the  trust  the  people  re- 
pose in  us.  Tho  House  will  remember  that 
the  subject  under  discussion  is  by  no  means 
new:— In  1851,  in  1852,  and  again  in  1851,  the 
policy  of  constructing  railways  as  a govern- 
ment work  was  brought  before  the  legislature. 
The  House  will  recollect  with  what  anxious 
care  it  was  approached,  what  infinite  objec- 
tions were  made  to  the  policy  on  the  ground 
of  the  enormous  power  and  patronage  which 
it  would  give  to  a government  and  of  the 
great  opportunities  for  its  abuse  of  power  or 
misappropriation  of  treasure.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that,  to  carry  out  these  viows,  the  legis- 
lature provided  by  an  enactment  that  none  of 
its  members  should  be  contractors  or  be 
placed  in  a position  in  which  their  pecuniary 
interests  would  be  inconsistent  with  their 
public  duties.  A member  was  not  allowed  to 
be  even  a surety  for  a contractor,  not  only  so 
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but  the  government  were  not  permitted  to 
make  bargains  in  connection  with  the  work, 
excepting  in  accordance  with  principles  laid 
down  by  the  law.  I will  call  attention  to  the 
provisions  of  the  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  by  which  the  construction  of  railways 
is  provided  for,  tn  order  to  lay  the  foundation 
for  a few  observations  upon  this  branch  of 
this  subject. 

‘•5.  The  commissioners  shall  build  such  rail- 
ways by  tender  and  contract,  after  the  plans 
and  specifications  therefor  shall  have  been 
duly  advertised;  and  they  shall  accept  the  ten- 
ders of  such  contractors  as  shall  appear  to  them 
to  be  possessed  of  sufficient  skill,  experience, 
and  resources,  to  carry  on  the  work,  or  such 
portions  thereof  as  they  may  be  willing  to  con- 
tract for.  But  where  commissioners,  in  any 
case,  deem  it  for  the  public  interest  not  to  accept 
the  lowest  tender  that  may  be  made,  it  shall 
not  be  competent  for  them  to  accept  a higher 
tender  without  the  approval  of  the  governor  in 
council.  And  where  any  tender  is  higher  than 
in  the  judgment  of  the  commissioners,  or  of 
the  governor  in  council,  it  is  prudent  to  act  on, 
the  same  shall  not  be  accepted ; and  in  such  case 
the  work  shall  be  suspended  for  a time  and 
new  tenders  advertised  for,  when  the  legisla- 
ture or  the  governor  in  council  shall  deem  a 
expedient  to  proceed.” 

.Now  let  me  ask  what  are  the  objects  and  in- 
tentions of  these  provisions?  Was  it  not  the 
aim  of  the  Legislature  to  secure  the  people 
from  a misappropriation  of  the  public  funds, — 
to  tie  down  the  Executive  Government,  who- 
ever they  might  be,  to  follow  certain  rules  and 
provisions  which  would  prevent  the  possibility 
of  an  abuse  of  power?  Supposing  any  gentle- 
man had  risen  at  that  time  in  the  Assembly  and 
dared  to  make  the  proposition  that  the  govern- 
ment should  be  unfettered  and  should  have 
liberty  to  expend  enormous  sums  of  money 
without  subjecting  the  same  to  public  competi- 
tion, solely  upon  the  exercise  of  their  own  free 
will  and  authority, — with  what  a shout  of  ab- 
horrence would  the  suggestion  have  been  re- 
ceived, and  yet  what  have  we  recently  seen? 
We  have  seen  the  government  of  this  country, 
not  in  the  absence  of  law,  but  in  direct  defiance, 
and  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  law,  undertaking 
to  put  their  hands  into  the  treasury  and  dispose 
of  two  millions  of  the  public  money  at  their 
own  free  will  and  pleasure.  This  is  an  act  so 
gross,  so  far  in  excess  of  any  ordinary  exercise 
of  the  power  of  government,  that  it  may  well 
excite  our  dismay.  Gentlemen  will  recollect 
when  these  papers  were  read  at  the  table  the 
look  of  blank  astonishment  that  fell  upon  the 
countenances  of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  on  being  told  that  that  which  not  the 
boldest  imagination  of  the  boldest  opponent  of 
the  government  could  conceive,  had  become  a 
an  accomplished  fact,  and  that  these  gentlemen 
had  not  only  dared  to  do  this  act— to  take  the 
public  money  in  violation  of  the  public  law,  but 
for  two  months  had  shrouded  the  deed  in  such 
darkness  that  not  a man  in  the  Province  be- 
sides themselves  was  aware  of  the  fact. 

The  Government  of  this  country,  the  men  to 
whom  you  have  entrusted  the  interests  of  No- 
va Scotia,  descending  to  the  miserable  position 
of  the  pettiest  criminal  offender,  have  for  two 
months  carried  on  the  affairs  of  a great  public 
department  under  false  pretences— have  been 
holding  out  a man  as  their  engineer  who  was 


no  engineer,  and  using  him  in  the  name  of  a 
disinterested  agent,  but  with  the  reality  of  an 
interested  contractor,  to  impose  upon  and  de- 
ceive the  entire  community.  Isay  as  bad  and 
illegal  as  the  transaction  was — bold  and  ha  « 
ardous  as  was  the  act  of  putting  their  hands  in- 
to the  treasury  and  taking  from  it  two  millions 
of  money,  there  was  something  in  its  very  bold- 
ness that  redeemed  it  from  contempt;  but  the 
miserable  policy  of  shrouding  themselves  in 
darkness,  under  the  wretched  pretext  that  they 
might  thereby  be  in  a position  to  make  better 
bargains  with  the  contractors,  alike  degrades 
the  Government  and  the  people.  Respect  for 
the  dignity  of  this  House — respect  for  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Government,  should  have  taught 
the  members  of  the  Administration  that  in  a 
transaction  of  this  kind  they  should  have 
sought  the  light  of  the  day;  they  should  have 
acted  like  men  who  did  not  fear  the  closest 
scrutiny;  but  they  surround  themselves  with 
secrecy — they  wrap  themselves  in  mystery. — 
Then  they  come  here  and  tell  you  that  they 
have  done  all  this  to  save  your  money.  They 
tell  you  they  have  put  up  your  public  charac- 
ter to  sell — they  have  made  traffic  of  your  in- 
tegrity, your  truthfulness,  your  honor ; and  they 
expect  you  to  agree  to  have  all  that  a people 
esteem  dear,  inventoried,  and  labelled,  and 
priced  in  the  market.  This  conduct  is  an  in- 
sult to  the  members  of  this  House — it  is  an  in- 
sult to  every  man  in  Nova  Scotia.  I speak 
warmly  on  this  question  because  I feel  warmly. 
I do  not  approach  it  in  the  light  of  political  par- 
tizanship.  I consider  it  one  upon  which  every 
man  recognizing  his  duty  to  his  country  can  en- 
tertain but  one  opinion.  I will  hereafter  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  nature  of  the 
bargain  which  has  been  made,  and  we  shall  see 
whether  there  is  in  it  aught  that  would  justify 
the  bargain  of  the  Government,  if  they  had  the 
power  to  make  it;  and  in  order  to  do  so,  I shall 
be  under  the  necessity  of  referring  to  details 
not  very  interesting,  but  which  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  lay  before  the  House. 

The  act  providing  for  the  construction  of  the 
Pictou  line,  passed  in  1865,  provides — 

“The  Governor  in  Council  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  contract  for  the  extension  of  the  rail- 
way, from  the  Station  House  at  Truro  to  the 
navigable  waters  of  the  harbor  at  Pictou;  and, 
as  far  as  practicable,  on  the  site  adapted  for  a 
common  line  for  an  extension  of  a line  of  rail- 
way from  the  station  aforesaid  to  the  frontier 
of  New  Brunswick. 

“ The  provisions  of  the  chapter  of  the  Revis- 
ed Statutes,  ‘ Of  Railways/  so  far  as  may  be, 
are  hereby  made  applicable  to  the  construction 
and  management  of  such  section.”  • 

The  construction  of  this  line  is  placed  under 
the  same  stipulations  and  restrictions  as  are 
laid  down  in  the  original  section.  That  section 
provides  expressly  that  the  work  shall  be  done 
by  tender  and  contract,  only  and  after  the  plans 
and  specifications  have  been  advertized.  For  the 
purpose  of  filling  up  the  narrative,  I will  here 
say,  that  on  the  25th  of  July,  1861,  tenders  were 
taken  for  the  construction  of  the  Pictou  Rail- 
way, and  the  first  section  was  put  under  con- 
tract, the  whole  line  between  Truro  and  Pictou 
being  divided  into  five-mile  sections.  In  No- 
vember of  that  year  the  surveys  had  been  made 
so  far  as  to  enable  the  engineers  to  select  the 
route.  In  his  report,  that  officer  described 
eight  distinct  lines  of  road,  all  terminating  at 
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Pictou  Harbor,  stated  the  different  advantages 
which  they  possessed,  and  decided  in  favor  of 
a line  which  he  had  marked  as  No.  8.  That 
line  was  in  extent  48f  miles  from  Truro  to  Pic- 
tou Harbor,  and  was  approved  of  by  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council.  I make  this  statement  be- 
cause the  calculations  of  Mr.  Fleming  and  Mr. 
McNab,  to  which  I wish  to  draw  attention, 
have  dealt  with  the  route  as  if  it  were  50  miles 
long,  while  mine  are  based  upon  the  shorter 
distance.  If  it  should  appear  that  I am  wrong 
in  this  respect,  I am  wrong  because  the  mate- 
rials placed  before  us  enable  me  to  come  to  no 
other  conclusion;  but  if  it  shall  appear  that  a 
change  has  been  made,  there  may  be  a slight' 
variance,  which  can  be  readily  calculated.  _ I 
assume,  however,  that  the  line  adopted  was  No. 
8,  as  reported  on  and  confirmed. 

From  the  1st  of  October  to  the  19th  of  Nov- 
ember, tenders  were  advertised  for  the  rest  of 
the  line,  and  179  were  received, — those  which 
offered  a satisfactory  security  were  accepted, 
although  they  were  not  the  lowest,  and  as  ap- 
pears] by  Mr.  Fleming’s  report  of  the  5rh  of 
April,  1865,  the  requisite  seeureties  had  been 
given,  and  the  contracts  had  been  entered  into 
about  the  end  of  1864.  On  the  24th  of  Novem- 
ber of  that  year,  and  before  the  contracts  were 
signed,  Mr  Fleming  submitted  “ an  approximate 
estimate”  of  the  cost  of  the  road,  I call  atten- 
tion to  that  estimate  because  a great  deal  of 
stress  has  been  laid  upon  it,  and  because  the 
House  and  the  country  ought  to  understand  the 
facts.  It  has  been  assumed  by  the  Provincial 
Secretary,  in  laying  these  papers  on  the  table, 
that  ''he  amount  of  Mr,  Flemming’s  contract  is 
$600,000  less  than  his  original  estimate.-— I wish 
to  show  that  this  assumption  is  contrary  to  the 
fact,  and  I think  I shall  be  able  to  do  so  in  a way 
that  will  satisfy  the  mind  of  any  person  who  will 
take  the  trouble  to  listen  to  me  This,  it  will  be 
remembered,  ‘is  but  an  approximate  estimate, 
and  that  it  was  not  accurate,  and  was  not  found- 
ed on  actual  measurement  I hold  in  my  hand 
evidence  of  the  mo3t  unequivocal  character  to 
show.  At  the  time  when  the  specifications  were 
issued  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  contrac- 
tors, there  was  also  a p per  handed  to  them, 
which  contains  these  weres: — 

“ Contractors  proposing  to  tender  are  a tiffed 
that  the  lice  of  railway,  as  staked  out,  is  yet 
open  to  improvements  and  alterations  in  align- 
ment, curvature,  and  gradient  in  many  places, 
and  they  must  clearly  understand  that  deviation 
may  be  made  within  a limit  of  100  yards  on  each 
side  without  affecting  the  prices  they  may  name 
in  their  tenders.” 

It  is  quite  clear,  then,  that  at  the  time  when 
this  estimate  was  made,  there  was  not  a cross 
section  nor  a longitudinal  section  completed, 
and  it  was  competent,  under  the  specification, 
to  vary  the  line  to  the  extent  of  100  yards  on 
either  side,  and  to  alter  everything  which  con- 
stitutes the  body  of  the  expense.  It  would 
seem  that  not  only  was  this  open  to  modifica- 
tion at  that  time,  but  Mr.  Fleming  himself,  on 
the  5th  April,  1865,  when  reporting  on  the 
state  of  the  work,  says  that,  in  order  to  bring 
%hQ  expense  within  two  millions,  he  ha*d, 


before  the  contracts  were  entered  into, 
made  considerable  alterations  in  the  specifica- 
tion, in  the  gradients  and  in  the  curvatures, — 
therefore  while  his  estimate  of  2,216,500  dollars 
was  f unded  on  a certain  state  of  facts,  his  re- 
port on  the  face  of  it  shows  that  be  had  made 
extensive  alterations  to  reduce  it  within  $2,000,- 
000  or  thereabouts.  Under  the  hand  and  author- 
ity of  the  Engineer  himself,  we  find  that,  after 
these  alterations  are  made,  hia  contract  is  not 
$100,000  within  hi3  estimate,  but  $100  000  be- 
yond it. 

After  these  contracts  were  entered  into,  diffi- 
culties in. connection  with  the  work  occurred* 
and  on  the  26th  of  October  Mr.  Fleming  was 
called  npon  by  the  Provincial  Secretary  to  give 
the  Government  a statement  of  the  progress  of 
the  Work,  and  to  s tate  when  the  line  could  be 
completed  and  open  for  traffic.  He  reported  the 
exact  amount,  of  work  which,  under  the  con- 
tracts, had  been  agreed  to  be  done,  before  the 
date  of  this  reporr,  the  cross  sections  and  longi- 
tudinal sections  had  been  made  up,  and  he,  Mr. 
Fleming,  computed  the  time  required  for  the 
completion.  That  return  wbs  handed  to  the 
Government.  On  the  28th  of  October  the  Pro- 
vincial Sesrejtary  asks  Mr.  Fleming  if  anything 
can  be  suggested  to  hurry  on  "he  work  Mr. 
Fleming  replies,  on  the  30th  of  October,  that  he 
had  given  the  matter  considers'; ion.  and  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  possible 
to  complete  the  work  within  the  time  appointed, 
provided  certain  conditions  were  complied  with. 
One  of  these  was,  that  he  should  have  fall  liber- 
ty, to  act,  from  beginning  to  end,  according  to 
his  own  judgment,  employing  whatever  men 
and  means  he  pleased;  and  he  goes  on  to  show 
in  what  particulars  he  would  improve  the  ex- 
isting state  of  affairs  We  find  that  this  paper 
is  dated  on  the  30th  of  October;  on  the  next 
day  the  Government,  after  a few  hours'  cou« 
sideration,  reply  to  Mr.  Fleming.  They  con- 
sent to  adopt  his  suggestion. 

It  i3  a curious  feature  in  the  case  that  Mr. 
Fleming  suggests  that  he  should  settle  with  the 
contractors  and  discharge  the  sureties.  The 
latter  step  the  govt.  couicCnoi  take  without  direct 
violation  of  law,  for  they  had  no  power  to  dis® 
charge  a surety,  it  was  to  their  sureties  they 
had  a right  to  look  lor  the  fulfilment  of  the  con- 
tracts, and  yet  this  same  government  in  the  in- 
sfcrqc  ion  to  the  engineer,  which  themselves  are 
a violation  of  law,  recommend  him  to  have 
strict  regard  to  the  legality  of  all  his  proceed- 
ings. While  they  were  deliberately  breaking 
the  law  and  taking  on  themselves  to  do  what 
the  statute  forbade,  they  allied  their  officer  to 
have  regard  to  that  law  Some  difficulty  arose 
even  then:  as  soon  as  they  had  overstepped  the 
bounds  of  the  statute,  they  had  no  power  to  pay 
out  a penny  of  the  public  money,  because  under 
the  statute  two  conditions  were  necessary;  first, 
that  the  contractor  should  do  the  work;  second- 
ly, that  the  engineer  should  certify  that  fact, 
and  ffiey  were,  therefore,  in  this  position,  that 
though  their  officer  was  at  work,  if  they  paid  a 
shilling  they  were  liable  to  impeachment  not  only 
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in  the  Legislature,  but  before  the  courts  of  the 
country.  Under  these  circums'ances  they  pro- 
posed to  Mr.  Fleming  th  t instead  of  being  en- 
gineer of  the  work,  he  should  undertake  to  be* 
cone  trie  con’raefor.  That  was  on  the  27th  of 
Drcember.  On  th-*  same  day  Mr.  Fleming  ac- 
cept the  proposition.  Now  every  one  must, see 
that  the  whole  thing  had  been  pre-arrangt  d, 
iliac  the  engioeer  was  prepared  lor  the  propo- 
sal,— that  the  correspondence  was  so  arranged 
as  to  make  it  appear  as  if  the  matter  had  been 
the  subject  of  care  and  deliberation,  while  every 
step  lrora  beginning  to  end  shows  that  the  whole 
thing  was  a farce, — ‘hat  the  rehersal  had  taken 
place  before,  a d the  parts  of  the  different  ac- 
tors all  made  ready. 

On  the  ‘27th  December  then,  Mr  Fleming 
announces  his  willingness  to  undertake  the 
work.  Whaf  da  the  government;  do?  They 
cannot  accept  the  enormous  responsibility  — 
They  cannot  venture  to  violate  the  law  unless 
they  can  tind  some  one  pretending  to  be  an 
engineer  who  will  say  that  the  bargain  is  a 
good  one,  and  then  for  the  first  time  appears 
Mr.  McNab  on  the  scene-  When  the  papers 
laid  on  the  table  first  disclosed  who  was  now 
the  Chief  Engineer,  I could  not  help  thinking 
of  the  ancedote  told  in  this  House  by  my 
friend,  the  late  member  for  North  Colchester, 
Mr.  Morrison,  concerning  the  captain  at  sea 
who  was  informed  that  James  K Folk  was 
President  ot  the  United  States  The  House 
will  recollect  the  question  which  formed  the 
reply.  The  same  question,  I have  no  doubt 
occurred  to  the  minds  of  several  members  the 
other  day.  [ put  the  quevStion  in  parliamentary 
language,  I asked  the  government  to  lay  upon 
the  table  the  papers  to  show  who  Mr  McNab 
was.  We  got  the  papers,  and  what  do  we  find? 
We  find  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  Western 
Canada  oti  the  work  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way, that  he  had  some  distinction  as  a drafts- 
man, that  he  then  went  to  Grenada  where  he  re- 
mained some  time.  Eventually  the  Governor, 
or  some  other  dignitary  of  that  colony  in  • 
timates  that,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
the  island  was  too  small  for  a man  of  his 
abilities,  and  the  authorises  were  reluct- 
antly obliged  ro  part  with  > im  His  first  ap- 
plication in  Nova  Scotia  is  made  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  for  the  appointment  of  a 
coumv  land  surveyor,  and  from  March,  1 65, 
he  was  employed  in  that  service,  running 
found  hundred  acre  lots,  and  discharging  the 
other  functions  ot  a county  surveyor,  and  yet 
this  gentleman  who,  in  March,  is  content  with 
so  humble  a calling,  in  December,  is  suddenly 
called  upon  with  the  speed  of  lightning  to  re- 
port to  the  people  of  this  country  whether  a 
bargain,  involving  two  millions  of  money, 
ought  or  ought  not  to  be  accep'ed.  I am  hap- 
py. in  one*  sense  that  I have  no  acquaint- 
ance with  Mr.  McNab  I have  never  seen  him 
as  far  as  I know.  If  I had,  T might  feel 
more  restraint  in  speaking  freely  iven  in 
the  discharge  of  public  duty,  but  even  the  Pro-  \ 
v-iocial  Secretary,  before  I have  done  will  be  i 
, 12 


satisfied  §t  hat  of  all  the  certificates  of  character 
he  possesses,  there  is  none  to  compare  with 
the  one  which  he  * has  written  for 
himself.  If  he  had  ten  thousand  certificates,  I 
need  go  no  further  than  this  document  under 
his  own  hand  to  show  that  if  the  government 
have  no  better  security  against  loss  than  his 
judgment,  the  security  is  a sham  In  this  con 
elusion,  the  judgment  of  the  House  will  support 
me  If  i he  facts,  to  which  I shall  call  the  at 
tention  of  the  Hour.*,  do  not  warrant  language 
so  bold  and  strong,  then  I will  not  only  submit 
to  the  stinging  observations  the  leader  of  the 
government  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  ad- 
dress to  me  but  to  the  censure  ot  the  moderate 
and  candid  members  <?n  both  sides 

In  Mr.  Fleming’s  report  of  the  25th  of  No- 
vember, in  which  be  states  the  sum  which  the 
work  was  to  cost  upon  the  specifications  issu- 
ed, there  is  one  fact  to  which  I wish  to  call  at- 
tention. Before  this  discussion  came  on,  I as- 
ked .the  Government  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
original  specification  issued  for  tenders;  the 
document  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  contain- 
ed, as  I knew  it  would  contain,  some  figures 
that  wer«  obliterated,  and  I understood  the 
Provincial  Secretary  to  say  that  these  altera- 
tions were  made  before  the  specifications  were 
placed  in  the  contractors’  hands, 

Hon.  Pnov.  Sec. — I said  they  were  altered 
before  being  acted  on. 

Mr.  Archibald— That  is  the  fact.  They 
were  issued  in  one  form— the  contracts,  when 
executed,  contained  the  specifications  in  an- 
other; but  no  man  in  this  house  or  in  the 
country,  so  far  as  I am  aware,  except  the  Go- 
vernment themselves,  knew  the  extent  of  the 
alterations  that  had  been  made.  The  original 
specification  provided  that  the  entire  road  from 
Truro  to  Pictou  should  be  20  feet  wide,  the 
: side  cuttings  22  feet,  the  cutting  in  embank- 
ments 24  feet;  and  those  figures  were  subse- 
quently reduced  to  18  feet  for  the  width,  20  feet 
for  the  side  cuttings,  and  22  feet  for  the  em- 
bankments. Here  there  is  an  alteration  of  a 
most  important  character — one  by  which  one- 
ninth  of  the  width  of  the  entire  road  from 
Truro  to  Pictou  is  struck'  off  in  a single  figure 
without  the  public  attention  being  in  any  way 
called  to  the  fact;  and  I will  presently  refer  to 
this  fact  in  connection  with  Mr.  McNab. 
Throw  off  this  one-ninth,  calculate  its  propor- 
tion on  the  cuttings  and  embankments,  and  it 
will  make  a difference  of  5 per  cent,  or  there- 
abouts on  the  grading  and  masonry  of  the  road. 
What  will  this  single  alteration  effect?  Mr. 
Laurie  estimated  the  line  from  Truro  to  Pic- 
tou, and  I find  that  for  grading  and  masonry 
lie  estimates  $1,117,500— more  than  half  the  en- 
tire cost  of  the  railway;  and  by  applying  the 
proportions  to  the  present  contract,  it  will  be 
i seen  that  by  a single  alteration  in  the  specifi- 
j cation,  to  which  our  attention  had  never  been 
called  till  the  papers  were  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  house,  $50,000  at  least  were  thrown  off*  the 
cost,  of  the  work  to  which  Mr.  Fleming’s  es-- 
tiruate  refers.  Is  not  that  a significant  fact? 
Is  it  not,  one  that  should  induce  us  narrowly 
to  scan  the  whole  transaction  from  beginning 
to  end? 

Now  let  us  examine  the  report  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Nab. This  gentleman,  on  the  28th  of  Decem- 
ber, after  a long  official  experience  in  the 
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woods  of  Annapolis,  is  called  on  to  examine 
the  construction  and  report  on  the  pre.-ent 
condition  of  the  work,  in  order  that  he  might 
give  an  opinion  upon  a bargain  involving  the 
expenditure  ©f  two  millions  of  money.  This 
was  a matter  of  greater  moment  than  was  ever 
submitted  to  one  man  in  Nova  Scotia  before. 
Well,  he  began  on  a Friday — he  had  Saturday 
at  his  disposal;  I will  assume  that  the  Govern- 
ment considered  it  a work  of  necessity,  and 
throw  in  Sunday.  Monday  was  the  1st  of 
January.  Admitting  that  he  was  willing  not 
only  to  violate  the  holy  day,  but  to  deprive 
himself  of  the  rest  which  the  custom  of  the 
country  permits  on  New  Year’s  Day,  he  had 
then  three  whole  week  days  and  a Sunday  to 
report  on  t.heentire  condition  of  the  work.  On 
the  21st  of  January  he  makes  his  report.  One 
cannot  help  speculating  on  these  facts:  on  the 
27th  of  December  Mr.  Fleming  is  in  Halifax 
ready  to  receive  a letter  from  the  Provincial 
Secretary;  next  day  a letter  is  sent  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Nab,  who  also  is  on  the  spot,  and  this  gentle- 
man in  three  week  days  is  prepared  to  report 
on  the  whole  transaction.  Is  it  not  possible  to 
suppose  that  he  could  see  that  if  he  reported 
favorably,  he  was  reporting  a vacancy  in  the 
office  of  Chief  Engineer?  I will  not  say  that 
he  had  a spirit  of  prophesy,  but  if  he  could  ac- 
complish such  a task  as  I have  described  in  8 
days,  he  must  have  been  gifted  with  no  ordi- 
nary abilities.  During  those  three  days,  may 
we  not  reasonably  suppose  that  some  time 
was  devoted  to  the  contemplation  of  the  ad- 
vancement which  he  was  to  receive?  If'  he 
had  gone  over  the  work,  inspected  it,  and  re- 
ported from  his  own  observations,  some  confi- 
dence might  have  been  felt  in  his  conclusions, 
but  to  report  upon  a work  extending  over  50 
miles  of  country  in  the  dead  of  winter,  and  to 
state  that  the  work,  so  far  as  in  was  advanced, 
was  of  the  most  permanent  nature,  and  in  strict 
accordance  with  contract,  would  have  requir- 
ed as  many  months  as  he  had  given  days  I c is 
impossible  he  could  have  seen  a single  inch  of 
the  line.  Yet  he  undertakes  to  report,  as  a 
matter  of  fact  within  his  own  knowledge,  the 
statement  to  be  found  in  the  document.  These 


circumstances  must  lead  me  to  feel  that,  in  en- 
tering upon  the  discussion,  you  are  treading 
upon  doubtful  ground.  Not 'only  does  he  aim 
at  his  conclusions,  but  he  says  they  have  been 
arrived  at  only  after  th^  closest  calculations. 
Let  us  see,  then,  what  this  report  is  worth,  I 
call  attention  to  a very  significant  fact.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a statement  made  by  Mr. 
Fleming  as  Chief  Railway  Engineer,  in  which 
he  calculates  the  amount  of  work,  which  the 
^ntractors  had  tendered  for  at  the  prices  of 
various  tsnders,  which  had  been  tendered.  The 
results  is  an  estimate  of  §965,000.  * The  house 
will  recollect  that,  in  this  officer’s  report,  of 
April  1865,  a corrected  statement  is  made  of 
the  amount  to  be  done  under  the  contract. 
This  return  affords  material  for  the  closest 
calculation,  and  any  member,  looking  at  the 
£rst  page  of  these  papers,  will  see  the  entire 
quantity  of  clearing,  close  cutting,  gruobing, 
earth  and  rock  excavation,  masonry,  and  other 
kinds  of  work  to  be  done,  specified  and  dis- 
tinguished. X then  asked  the  Provincial  Secret 
tary  to  lay  on  the  table  the  accepted  tenders 
so  that  I might  see  what  the  prices  were,  and 
might  calculate  for  myself  what  the  amount 
would  be. 


I have  made  this  calculation  for  myself.  It 
refers  to  the  quantities  as  ascertained  by  the 
engineer  after  the  specification  was  altered, 
and  it  shows  the.  amount  of  the  work  ou  this 
diminished  scale.  My  calculations  bring  out 
the  amount  of  that  work  at  about  $877,000  or 
thereabouts. 

But  assuming  that  Mr.  Fleming’s  calcula- 
tion of  the  original  quantities  was  correct : 
assuming  that  be  is  right  in  saving  it  came  to 
$965,000,  this,  the  house  will  perceive,  is  a 
mat>er  of  mathematical  calculation.  The 
same  materials  with  which  Mr.  Fleming  work- 
ed were  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  McNab.  The  re- 
sult should,  therefore,  have  been  the  same. 
Both  of  these  gentlemen  estimate  the  work 
not  by  the  value,  but  by  the  prices  of  the  ac- 
cepted tenders.  These  materials,  therefore, 
were,  the  same.  To  the  exteut  therefore  of 
$965,000,  they  travelled  the  same  road,  and 
should  have  achieved  the  same  results. 

But  Mr.  McNab’s  calculation,  estimates  the 
roadway  and  works  iu  a single  item.  This  he 
estimates  at  $1,574,73(5 

Mr.  Fleming’s  estimate  for  the 

same  Her  vise  is  $1,355,000 

Of  the  two  estimates,  $965,000  is  common  to 
both. 

All  that  is  above  that  sum  is  the  part  of  the 
estimate  which  is  open  to  doubt  or  uncertain- 
ty- 

Mr.  Fleming  estimates  for  whatq  Mr.  Me- 
Nab  calls  roadway  and  works,  over  and  above 
the  $965,000,  a sum  ' $390,000 

For  the  same  items  Mr.  McNab  es- 
timates over  the  $965,000,  ' $610,000 

So  that  in  the  single  hem,  Mr.  McNab  char- 
ges Mr.  Fleming  with  an  under-estimate  of 
$220,000,  or  over  60  per  cent,  of  an  error. 

I ask  the  Provincial  Secretary  what  he  says 
to  a fact,  like  that,  stamped  upon  the  face  of 
these  papers.  Surely  this  enables. us  to  judge 
of. Mr,  .McNab’s  qualifications  better  than  if 
he  had  sheaves  ot  certificates  from  every  part 
of  the  world?  J.  refund,  however,  not  only  to 
test  tiio  accuracy  of  Mr  McNab,  but  also  of 
Mr,  Fleming,  and  to  compare  their  calcula- 
tions with  those  of  Other  officers  possessing  the 
confidence  of  the  government,  and  to  compare 
Mr.  Flemiug’s  calculations  with  others  of  his 
own.  Re  shall  not  be  judged  by  an  enemy. 

shall  sit  in  judgment,  on  himself.  Mr. 
Fleming  has  been  connected  with  the  public 
works  in  this  Province  since  April,  1804;  he 
had  had  nearly  as  many  years  of  experience 
as  Mr.  McNab  had.  Is  it.  not  amazing  that  the 
late  gentlemen  in  such  a computation  should 
have  found  such  a discrepancy  in  the  calcula- 
tions? 

Further,  Mr.  Fleming’s  approximate  esti- 
mate, if  made  on  anything  at  all  reliable,  was 
made  on  the  original  specific.;  tion,  when  the 
road-bed  was  twenty  fier,  wide  instead  of 
eighteen.  Ought  it  not  to  be  the  duty  of  a gen- 
tleman, called  in  on  the  parr,  of  the  Province 
to  refloat  whether  (he  con t 'aver  was  one  that 
should  he  entered  into,  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  since  the  spyei  lien-don  was  issued, 
and  since  the  estimate  has  I men  made,  an  im- 
mense alteration  had  taken  dace,  the  effect  of 
which  was  to  make  a reduction  of  over  $50,000. 
Was  it  not  his  duty  to  have  told  the  govern- 
ment true,  Mr.  Fleming,  in  making  that  es- 
tnate,  had  in.  view  a specification  for  a road 
twenty  feet  wrde,  but  that  fie  had  since  made 
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changes  in  the  breadth  in  the  alignment,  in 
the  gradient,  in  the  curves,  and  that  therefore, 
a very  large  sum  should  be  deducted.  If  it  be 
true  that  these  alterations  threw  off  $200,000, 
from  this  estimate,  ought  not  that  to  have  been 
reported?  if  .the  conclusions,  which  I have 
arrived  at  as  to  Mr.  McNab’s  report,  de penile  1 
upon  a siugle  circumstance,  they  might  be 
dourct'ul,  bur  as  I pursue  the  thread  of  the  ar- 
gument, i will  he  seeu  that  not  in  one  portion 
of  ilic  report  but  iu  the  entire  report  from  be- 
ginning to  eml  it  is  stamped  with  features 
which  render  it  entirely  valueless. 

The  next  portion  ol  this  rep  >rt,  to  which  I 
shall  r fer,  is  the  superstructure.  The  slio*- 
anc^  for  superstructure  Mr.  Fleming  himself 
placed  nt  8530  000,  while  Mr.  McNab  places  it 
at  $575  996,  addling  no  less  a sum  than  $41,000. 
It  is  impossible  for  a person  but  an  engineer  to 
tell  exactly  what  this  item  should  be,  but  we 
have  pretty  good  means  of  getting  at  it.  I will 
take  two  authorities,  to  neither  of  which  the 
government,  at  any  rate,  can  make  an  objection 
I will  take  the  calculatian  ,of  Mr.  Laurie,  who 
gave  us  the  cost  of  superstructure  on  'he  pro 
jeced  railway  so  Piet ju,  and  I will  take  the 
calculations  of  Mr.  Fleming  himself  in  reference 
jo  another  and  a larger  work,  and  if  Mr  Fleming, 
whether  judged  by  himself  or  by  Mr  Laurie,  is 
found  to  be  largely  over  tin;  mark,  then  what 
will  you  think  of  Mr  McNab,  called  on  thus 
enLusted  with  the  confidence  of  the  govern- 
ment, not  content  with  a large  maig’-n  of  that 
kind  but  willing  to  go  still  further,  and  to  make 
die  cost  s -ill  larger  The  work  of  superstruc- 
ture consists  of  rails,  chairs,  spikes,  switches, 
road  crossings,  sleepers  and  ballast;  — the  two 
important  features  making  a difference  between 
different  class  of  work  are  the  rails  arid  ballast 
which  are  larger  and  heavier  in  some  works 
than  in  other  The  mam  difference  in  cost  will 
be  in  these.  Mr  Laurie,  in  March,  1859,  at  a time 
when  it  was  supposed  to  suit  the  views  of  the 
existing  government, he  would  not  bs  disposed,  at 
all  events,  to  under-rate  the  cost,  gave  us  as  an 
estimate.  This  was  founded  on  the  supposition 
that  the  rails  would  be  63  pounds  per  lineal 
vard  The  rails  on  the  great  line  are  to  be  but 
56  pounds.  The  difference  is  one  ninth.  The 
ball ist  was  put  by  Mr.  Laurie  at  4800  cubic 
yards  to  the  mile,  while  in  this  contract  it  is 
8000  yards,  t ms  striking  off  three-eighths  in  that 
item  — It  should  be  remembered  that,  though  I 
make  no  deduction  on  any  such  account,  the 
slighter  railway  requires  less  material.  Mak- 
ing then  the  deductions  for  the  rails  an  i the 
ballast,  we  will  find  that  the  cost  of  a mile  of 
railway  superstructure  is  estimated  by  Mr. 
Laurie,  n his  repor^  in  '.he  Journals  cf  the 
House,  in  1859,  p 76  of  the  Appendix,  added 
to  the  amount  for  sidings  under  the  con- 
tracts gives  us  the  sum  of  $8598  16  per  mile 
This,  multiplied  by  48^,  will  give  us  the  en- 
tire cost  of  the  superstructure  as  estimated  by 
that  officer  a:  a time  when,  as  I have  said,  it 
was  the  interest  of  the  government  to  make  the 
cost  appear  as  large  as  possible  at  $419,152  80. 
Therefore  while  Mr.  Fleming  himself  under- 
takes to  say  that  the  superstructure  should  co3t 


$530,000,  his  estimate  is  $110  847. 20  beyond  Mr. 
Laurie’s,  and  yet  Mr.  McNab,  in  the  teeth  of 
these  facts,  which  it  was  his  special  duty  to  have 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  government,  under- 
takes to  say  that  this  extravagant  calculation  is 
not  extravagant,  enough,  and  that  $41,000  must 
still  be  added  Now,  if  I were  altogether  wrong 
in  my  torrner  statements,  I ask  the  Provincial 
Secretary  what  he  has  to  say  to  that?  Next 
let  us  judge  Mr.  Fleming  by  himself;  he  was 
called  on  to  estimate  the  entire  cost  of  the  Inter- 
colonial railway  from  Truro  to  Riviere  du  Loup, 
and  to  state  what  the  cost  for  superstructure  per 
mile  would  be.  On  that  line  the  rails  were  to 
be  70  pounds,  instead  of  66  as  here,  making  a 
difference  of  one-fifth  ; and  the  ballast  was  to  be 
5000  yards  per  mile,  instead  of  3000,  making  a 
difference  of  two  fifths, — and  we  find  that  Mr. 
Fleming  taking  Mr.  Laurie’s  prices  in  the  esti- 
mates ol  1859  puts  the  entire  cost  per  mile  of 
superstructure  at  $8074  17,  after  adding  the  five 
p<?r  cent  tor  sidings  So  that,  if  we  judge  Mr. 
Fleming  by  Mr.  Laurie,  we  will  find  that  hehaa 
over-calculated  to  the  extent  of  $100,000;  and 
taking  his  own  estimate  on  the  Intercolonial  line 
— the  4 3 4 miles  at  $8074  17 — yield  a total  of 
$393  615  78,  or  $136  384  22  les3  than  his  present 
estimate,  or  $177,380  less  than  Mr.  McNab’s 
estimate  Therefore,  in  a single -feature  of 
this  transaction,  Mr.  Fleming  has  undertaken 
to  make  the  estimate  for  the  Pictou  Railway  in 
excess  of  his  own  calculation  for  the  Intercolo- 
nial line  by  $136  000  ; and  yet  Mr.  McNab  — 
this  model  engineer,  who  has  been  conjured  up 
to  pass-  an  opini  in  upon  the  proposals — says 
that  Mr.  Fleming,  in  making  it  $110,000  more 
than  Laurie,  and  $136,000  more  than  himself, 
is  still  $41,000  out  of  the  way.  Is  there  a mem- 
ber on  either  side  of  the  House,  whether  a sup- 
porter or  opponent  ol  the  Government,  who 
does  not  feel  that  a man  who  could  make  bucU 
a statement  as  that,  in  the  face  of  such  esti- 
mates, is  one  who  is  entirely  unworthy  of  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment, in  relying  on  such  an  officer  for  protec- 
tion from  imposition,  have  relied  upon  a broken 
reed,  that  must  pierce  the  hand  that  rests  upon 
it.  There  is  yet  another  feature  of  the  matter 
worthy  o;  attention  : Mr  Fleming  had  all  the 
experience  of  an  engineer  who  had  been  engag- 
ed in  very  important  railway  operations  in  Ca- 
nada and  in  New  Brunswick.  If  there  was  a 
question  in  the  world  upon  which  he  should 
have  been  capable  of  exercising  a sound  judge- 
ment, it  should  have  been  as  to  the  cost  of  en- 
gineering; and  yet  Mr,  McNab  would  tell  us 
that,  in  this  particular,  he  is  16  percent,  astray; 
that  the  chief  engineer  did  not  know  the  cost  of 
his  own  peculi»r  department,  and  that  he  re- 
quired to  be  instructed  as  to  his  incompetency 
by  a deputy  surveyor  of  Crown  Lands.  As 
though  he  were  unwilling  to  leave  the  matter  in 
that  position,  Mr.  McNab  goes  on  to  say  that  if 
he  had  done  justice  to  Mr.  Fleming  he  should 
have  added  five  percent,  of  the  entire  quantity 
received  for  the  department ; so  that,  if  the 
transaction  is  credible  at  all,  Mr  Fleming  has 
undertaken  the  job  at  a quarter  of  a million  of 
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money  below  what  he  ought  to  undertake  it 
for, — and  yet  this  gentleman,  called  upon  tore- 
port  what  should  be  inserte  d in  the  contract, 
does  not  advise  the  Government  that  a man 
who  would  be  mad  enough  to  throw  away  a 
quarter  of  a million  of  money  ought  to  aflbrd 
any  security  for  the  performance  of  the  work, 
and  not  a word  is  inserted  for  the  protection  of 
the  Province  from  the  delinquency  of  a contrac- 
tor who  has  so  poor  an  idea  of  an  estimate  as  to 
make  it  $2q0  000  less  than  it  should  be.  I have 
referred  to  Mr.  Laurie’s  report  on  the  Nova 
Scotia  surve  , and  I find  that  Mr.  Fleming,  if  I 
judged  by  that  report,  is  not  behead*  the  amount 
required  for  engineering  when  lie  puts  it  at 
$60,000.  Mr.  Laurie’s  estima'e  for  the  Nova 
Scotia  line,  in  1857,  is  that  the  entire  cost  of  the 
engineering  would  be  £12,271,  about  $770  per 
mile,  and  if  that  allowance  would  be  sufficient 
for  a line  going  over  as  bad,  and  even  worse 
country  as  that  from  Truro  to  Pictou,  it  should 
be  sufficient  for  this  line,  and  would 
make  a total  ot  $37,539  ; therefore 
the  amount  winch  Mr.  Fleming  himsMf  esti- 
mated as  the  cost  of  engineering  is  $22,562  more 
than  the  amount  which  it  did  cost  in  the  same 
number  of  milt  s on  the  main  trunk.  Therefore 
if  it  be  a fact  that  Mr.  Fleming  is  a better 
judge  than  Mr  McNab  of  the  cost,  and  if  he  put 
it  down  at  $60,000,  leaving  himself  even  then  a 
margin  of  $22,000,  we  have  a right  to  assume 
that  when  Mr.  McNab  increased  it  from  $60  000 
to  $70,000  he  acted  on  the  same  principle  as  ,on 
the  other  calculations  shewing  Mr  Fleming’s 
incapacity  to  make  accurate  estimates,  and  that 
he  was  undertaking  such  a work  as  he  could  not 
undertake  with  safety  to  himself  Then  Mr 
McNab  is  asked  for  suggestions  in  reference  to 
additional  terms  to  be  inserted  in  the  new  con- 
tract ; in  his  reply  he  recommends  a clause  for 
the  construction  of  sidings  to  the  extent  of  5 
per  cent  upon  the  whole  line.  It  will  be  recol 
Looted  that  in  the  original  specification  there 
is  no  reference  to  the  length  of  sidin/s  or  to 
their  proportion  to  the  whole  line.  Mr  Lau 
rie’s  estimate  for  the  line  to  Picton  will  find  it 
stated  at  ten  per  cent.  Mr.  Fleming’s  estimate 
for  the  Intercolonial  line  was  ten  per  cent.,  and 
now  for  the  first  time  we  hear  of  the  quantity  for 
this  line.  It  is  not  in  the  origiual  specification, 
nor  in  the  second  specification,  but  when  Mr. 
McNab  is  called  on  to  state  what  should  be  in- 
serted in  the  contract  for  the  protection  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  he  undertakes  to  reduce 
the  measure  below  both  the  estimate  of  Mr. 
Fleming  himself  for  the  Intercolonial  road,  below 
the  level  of  Mr.  Laurie  for  this  same  road.  What 
does  this  reduction,  (if  reduction  it  be)  amount 
to  ? Mr.  Fleming  gives  us  the  means  of  deciding. 
He  puts  the  cost  of  the  superstructure  at  $530,000. 
On  his  own  shewing  five  per  cent,  reduction  is 
equal  to  $26,500.  It  is  just  possible  that  in  the 
original  contemplation  and  plan  the  sidings  are 
intended' to  be  no  more  than  five  per  cent.,  but 
there  is  no  paper  to  shew  it.  The  road  prescribed 
by  the  officer  of  this  same  government  in  1859 
prescribes  10  per  cent.,  and  we  may  assume  in 


the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary  that  this 
was  intended  here.  Mr.  McNab  undentakes  to 
strike  off  $26,500  from  the  amount  of  what  the 
Province  was  entitled  to  expect,  cheapening  the 
work  to  that  extent  in  favor  of  the  contractor. 
Then  comes  the  question  of  ballast.  There  is  not 
a word  said  in  the  original  specification  as  to  thisv 
We  are  not  in  a position  to  tell  what  was  intended 
to  be  put  on  the  road,  but  this  we  do  know,  that 
a gentleman,  possessing  the  confidence  of  the  pre- 
sent government,  a gentleman  who,  if  the  govern- 
ment hacl  not  lost  power  in  1859,.  would  have 
been  employed  to  construct  this  road,  put  down 
the  ballast  necessary  for  such  a road  at  4800 
cubic  yards  to  the  mile.  By  another  stroke  of 
Mr.  McNab’s.  pen — it  may  be  in  good  faith,  but 
there  is  nothing  to  show  that  it  is  so — the  quan- 
tity is  reduced  to  3000  yards.  We  have  a right 
to  ask  how  three-eighths  of  the  quantity  thought 
necessary  by  Mr.  Laurie  is  struck  off.  This  af- 
fects the  contract.  Mr.  Fleming’s  estimate  for 
the  Intercolonial  line  was  5000 — but  we  shall  not 
press  that;  Mr.  Laurie’s  estimate  for  the  Pictou 
line  was  4800;  if  Mr.  Laurie  was  right,  the  de- 
duction, at  Mr.  Laurie’s  own  price,  is  equal  to 
$720  per  mile.  Throw  this  off  the  entire  line, 
and  it  will  make  a difference  of  $35,000.  Then 
we  have  $25,000  for  sidings*  and  $35,000  for 
ballast,  less  than  other  estimates  in  the  only  two 
things  which  Mr.  McNab  suggests  to  be  inserted 
in  the  contract.  I have  not  added  anything  for 
the  alteration  in  grades,  curvatures  and  align- 
ment; but  everybody  knowing  the  rudiments  of 
these  matters  can  perceive  how,  by  a slight  alter- 
ation of  a curve  or  grade  in  a difficult  cutting  or 
embankment,  $5,000  or  $10,000  can  be  saved 
with  perfect  ease.  When  Mr.  Fleming,  then,  tells 
us  in  his  own  report  that  he  has  made  alterations 
in  the  grades,  curvatures  and  alignment,  and 
when  we  know  that  other  apparently  large  item& 
may  be  cheese-parings  compared  with  these,  I 
ask  whether  Mr.  McNab,  if  he  has  failed  to  call, 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  facts,  has- 
discharged  his  duty  to  the  country  or  to  the- 
Government  that  employed  him  ? 

I do  not  pretend  to  be  a Judge  of  the  amount 
of  ballasting  required,  but  when  I find  engineers 
of  ability  and  eminence — when  I find  this  very 
contractor  himself  putting  down  5009  and  4800 
yards  per  mile  as  a proper  allowance,  I begin  to 
enquire  how  it  is  that  the  moment  that  Mr. 
Fleming  becomes  a contractor  this  4800  is  reduced 
to  3000?  But  is  this  all  Mr.  McNab  should  have 
done?  When  asked  to  report  on  the  proposition, 
and  to  suggest  the  necessary  alterations  in  a new 
contract,  he  should  have  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  under  the  original  specification  the  work 
was  to  fee  paid  fey  measurement,  and  the  number 
of  cubic  yards  only  had  to  be  ascertained ; but 
that  the  moment  the  entire  character  of  the 
transaction  was  changed  there  should  have  been 
a corresponding  change  in  the  contract.  If  I 
employ  a man  to  build  a house  such  as  I shall 
direct,  and  agree  to  pay  him  by  the  square  yard 
for  the  foundations,  for  the  walls,  for  the  roof, 
for  the  ceilings,  for  the  partitions,  it  is  immate- 
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rial  what  the  amount  of  the  work  may  be;  I get 
what  I want,  and  he  is  paid  for  what  he  does; 
but  when  the  arrangement  is  changed,  and  when 
instead  of  paying  by  measure,  I pay  a lump  sum, 
I should  be  an  idiot  if  I were  to  have  nothing  in- 
serted in  my  contract  to  specify  the  size  cf  my 
house,  the  number  of  the  rooms,  the  style  of 
finish  and  every  particular  of  the  character  of  the 
construction,  and  yet  this  is  just  what  we  have 
not  got  here,  where  we  are  spending  over  two 
millions.  There  is  not  one  word  in  the  contract 
to  show  that  there  is  a plan  of  a bridge  or  a cul- 
vort,  or  an  arch  in  existence  by  which  the  con- 
tractor is  bound  to  build.  It  does  not  contain  a 
stipulation  to  build  a bridge  at  all.  He  may 
build  the  road  in  any  way  he  chooses,  and  the 
- ingle  limitation  is,  that  it  is  to  be  equal  in  cha- 
■ acter  to  that  of  the  Provincial  lines  already 
built,  and  the  security  of  the  Province  is,  Mr. 
Me  Nab  is  to  be  the  Judge  If  he  guards  the 
Provincial  interests,  when  lie  is  engineer,  as  well 
as  he  did  when  he  hoped  to  be  engineer,  the 
safety  of  the  Province  is  assured  ! Surely  when 
Mr.  McNab  was  called  upon  to  state  what  altera- 
tions were  required,  he  should  have  told  the 
Government  that  it  was  immaterial  what  sort  of 
work  was  done,  so  long  as  the  government  had 
the  power  to  prescribe  the  kind  of  work,  and  the 
pay  was  to  be  according  to  the  character  and 
quantity,  because  the  engineer  could  at  any  time 
change  the  plan  of  a bridge  or  a culvert,  or  an 
arch,  from  a first  to  a second  class,  or  substitute 
an  earthen  embankment,  but  that  the  moment  it 
was  arranged  that  the  contractor  was  to  be  paid 
an  entire  sum,  the  specification  should  be  altered 
and  made  specific,  the  bridges  to  be  built  should 
be  according  to  plans  and  dimensions  prepared. 
So  strict  are  the  provisions  of  the  law  relative  to 
the  construction  of  railways,  that  it  does  not 
allow  an  advertisement  to  be  issued  or  a tender 
to  be  received  until  the  plans  are  actually  made. 
The  framers  of  the  law  knew  that  if  a contract 
were  made  as  the  statute  contemplated,  they 
should  be  made,  after  surveys  ancl  plans  for  a 
lump  sum,  without  the  proper  surveys  and  plans 
being  made  and  specified  in  the  contract,  there 
would  be  no  security  against  its  evasion. 

In  the  original  contract  (which  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Journals  of  18G5,  and  from  which  I now 
read,)  it  was  stipulated  that  the  engineer 
should  beat  liberty  to  make  alterations,  giving 
him  the  power  entirely  to  change  the  nature 
of  the  work.  This  stipulation  is  in  the  contract 
with  Mr  Fleming.  But  then,  on  the  other 
hand,  Mr  Fleming's  letter  of  the  30th  October, 
in  which  it  is  an  indispensable  condition  that 
he  should  have  the  entire  control  of  the  work, 
from  beginning  to  end,  is  just  as  much  a part 
of  the  contract  Let  us  look,  then,  at  the 
position  of  the  Government.  We  have  a con- 
tract made  between  Mr.  Longley,  on  behalf  of 
the  Frovince;  and  Mr.  Fleming,  embodying 
letters  and  proposals  of  the  latter,  which,  on 
the  one  hand,  contain  a condition  that  he  is  to 
go  on  as  he  pleases  with  the  work,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  contains  the  condition  that  the 


engineer  shall  have  power  to  change  and  alter 
the  work  which  is  to  be  done.  Surely  Mr. 
McNab  should  have  informed  the  Government 
that  two  irreconcilable  conditions  should  not 
have  been  inserted  in  the  agreement,  or  that  it 
should  have  been  reconstructed  to  suit  the 
alteration,  or,  at  all  events,  to  state  which  of 
the  two  conditions  was  to  be  binding.  If  lie 
made  no  suggestion  of  this  kind,  after  being 
called  in  for  the  special  purpose,  he  lias  shown 
an  entire  incompetency  for  the  office  which 
he  holds.  The  Government  themselves  ought 
not  to  have  needed  to  be  told  of  the  necessity 
of  these  changes;  but  if  they  did,  then  it  shows 
that,  in  leaning  on  the  advice  and  suppoi't  of 
an  officer  who  ought  to  have  known  his  duty, 
and  who,  at  all  events,  was  responsible  for  his 
advice,  they  have  been  led  into  difficulty  by  the 
man  who  should  have  kept  them  out  of  diffi- 
culties. Looking  at  the  matter,  then,  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  I cannot  but  feel  that,  in  the 
language  which  I have  used  in  reference  to 
Mr.  McNab’s  report  I am  entirely  justified, — 
justified  not  merely  in  the  opinions  of  gentle- 
men who  generally  act  with  me,  but  in  those 
of  every'  dispassionate  and  candid  thinker  in 
the  House.  If  the  Government,  then,  are  in 
such  a position  through  the  unsound  advice  of 
Mr.  McNab,  it  is  because  they  have  called  to 
their  assistance  a gentleman  who  has  shown 
that  these  duties  are  beyond  his  capacity  and 
who  has  proved  himself  unfit  for  the  position 
he  holds. 

It  may  be  said  that  this  is  strong  language  to 
be  used  of  a person  outside  this  House,  who  is 
not  here  to  defend  himself,  but  the  action  of  this 
officer  is  public  property.  That  action  has  con- 
t oiled  two  millions  of  the  public  money.  Am  I 
to  be  told,  then,  that  from  feelings  of  delicacy  or 
consideration  to  a person  so  suitable  I am  to  re- 
frain from  reasoning  upon  matters  of  this  im- 
portance or  drawing  deductions  patent  on  the 
face  of  these  documents  ? Surely  not.  In  mak- 
ing these  remarks,  of  one  whom  personally  I 
know  nothing,  of  whom  I judge  only  by  what 
is  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the  House,  I 
am  not  exceeding  the  fair  license  of  a representa- 
tive of  the  people.  I will  go  further,  and  say 
that  were  I to  sacrifice  what  I believe  to  be  im- 
portant public  interests  to  feelings  of  delicacy,  I 
should  be  recreant  to  the  trust  which  my  con- 
stituents have  reposed  in  me.  I feel  also  that,  in 
the  consideration  of  this  question,  I do  not  deal 
with  it  in  reference  to  any  party  aspects,  but  as 
it  touches  the  interests  and  feelings  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  The  House  well  knows  that 
I have  never  hesitated  when  matters,  which  meet 
my  sanction,  and  are  in  conformity  with  my  poli- 
tical convictions,  come  from  quarters  to  which  I 
owe  no  support  and  no  favor,  to  give  them  my 
approbation  irrespective  of  factions,  or  parly 
considerations,  but  when  I feel  that  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  country  are  being  trifled  with,  and 
that  has  been  done  which  no  executive  govern- 
ment ever  dared  to  do  before,  I consider  that  I 
should  be  betraying  my  trust  if  I failed  to  come 
forward,  and  denounce  the  deed. 
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Now  let  me  turn  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a while  to  Mr.  Fleming’s  own  calculations. 
I asked  the  Government,  immediately  after  the 
contract  was  laid  on  the  table,  to  submit  the 
returns  of  the  prices  for  which  the  parties 
whose  tenders  were  accented  undertook  the 
work  on  the  railway, — Chat  return  has  been 
submitted.  By  its  aid  any  one  can  make  the 
calculation  to  ascertain  what  these  contractors 
undertook  to  do  the  w<>rk  of  the  sections  for 
with  as  much  accuracy  ns  Mr.  Fleming  him- 
self; all  that  is  required  is  a simple  arithmetical 
computation.  There  were  of  the  accepted 
tenders  ten  for  clearing,  ten  for  close  cnttiugs, 
ten  for  grubbing,  ten  for  every  species  or  work, 
and  from  these  we  can  obtain  an  average.  In 
making  a calculation,  founded  on  these,  I have 
done  no  more  than  what  it  is  competent  for  any 
person  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  do  for  him- 
self. It  will  he  remembered  that  Mr.  Fleming’s 
approximate  estimate,  recorded  on  the  Jour- 
nals, and  referred  to  in  every  stage  of  the 
correspondence,  is  founded,  as  to  prices,  on  the 
original  tenders.  His  letter  of  the  5th  of  April, 
38(55,  gives  us  quantities.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  ascertain  the  cost,  all  we  have  to  do  is  to 
take  an  a verage  price  from  the  tenders,  and 
-multiply  by  the  quantities.  Mr.  Fleming,  in 
his  return,  which  at  my  request  Isas  been  laid 
on  the  table,  computes  this  at  $965,000;  but  his 
computation  was  founded  on  the  original 
specifications,  and  before  the  width  of  the 
road-bed  was  altered  and  the  other'  changes 
made.  Tne  quantities  in  the  report  of  the  5th 
of  April,  18(>5,  are,  I assume,  the  quantities  of 
'the  narrow  road,  and  then  I made  all  the  pre- 
vious prices  amount  to  $876,000.  In  this  I may 
be  mistaken,  and  it  may  be  that  I have  been 
working  upon  a misconception  of  the  data;  but 
I have  taken  some  pains  with  the  calculation, 
and  I have  submitted  it  to  gentlemen  well 
qualified  to  judge  by  practical  experience  in 
the  work  of  railways.  If  I am  right,  the  work 
which  the  section  contractors  undertook  to  do 
at  the  prices  should  cost  $876  698  only,  there 
being  a difference  of  nearly  $90,000  between 
this  and  what  would  have  been  the  cost  of  the 
larger  road.  But  I do  not  base  my  argument 
on  this  at  all.  The  conclusions  I draw  do  not 
depend,  upon  the  accuracy  of  this  statement. 
If  its  correctness  should  be  controverted,  if  it 
should  be  shown  that  I am  wrong,  the  argu- 
ment. I have  addressed  to  the  House  stands 
unaffected.  For  the  purposes  of  my  argument, 
I am  willing  to  assume  that  I am  wrong  in  this 
particular,  and  that  the  quantities  and  prices 
would  even  go  up  to  $965,000  on  the  previous 
work.  There  is  margin  enouglTleft. 

What  have  we  next?  The  superstructure 
Mr.  Fleming  has  put  down  at  $530,000.  I have 
dealt  with  that  item  already.  I have  shewn  the 
amount  by  which  it  exceeds  other  estimates 
including  his  own.  1 am  willing  to  take  his 
estimate  for  station  buildings,  because  he  has 
bound  himself  by  the  contract  to  expend  $40,- 

000  on  them;  as  regards  the  steam  ferry  service, 

1 take  that  at  $30,000  for  the  same  reason.  As 
to  the  cost  of  engineering,  I am  willing  to  take 
Mr.  Fleming’s  own  estimate,  and  only  two 
items  remain,  one  of  $140,000  for  iron  girders, 
one  of  $230,000  for  extras,  I cannot  understand, 
— I can  understand  a charge  for  extras  where 
there  is  a certain  lump  rum  for  a specific  work 
to  be  done  according  to  a specific  contract. 
Then  claims  may  arise  from  the  deviation  from 
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the  contract,  or  for  work  beyond  it,  hut  where, 
as  under  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  the  con- 
tractor undertakes  to  do  any  work  required  at 
so  much  per  yard  for  every  yard  of  earth  and 
rock,  and  every  yard  of  masonry  built,,  I con- 
fess I am  utterly  at  a loss  to  conceive  what  cou- 
siitute  th«  extras.  There  is  only  one  particular 
to  which  I can  understand  extras'  to  apply.  I 
have  examined  the  contract,  with  some  care, 
in  the  original  specification,  there  is  a provis- 
ion that  the  excavations  for  the  abuttment  of 
bridges  to  be  built  so  far  as  the  excavations 
are  below  the  ordinary  water  level,  are  t.o  be 
paid  at  a price  to  be  agreed  upon.  I am  not,  sure 
that  this  is  not  covered  by  the  sum  in  Mr.  Flem- 
ing’s statement  for  work  to  he  done,  in  which  he 
speaks  of  certain  quantities.  This  is  the  only 
charge  for  extras  in  Mr  Fleming’s  report  of  the 
5th  April  (for  excavation  bridges)  that  can  be 
made,  so  far  as  I can  see,  except  for  road-cros- 
sings and  cattle  guards.  Supposing  it  so,  our 
■calculations  ore  reduced  to  a very  narrow 
limit.  We  will  deal  first  with  the  girders.  It 
is  a curious  fact  that,  in  the  contract  .signed  by 
Mr.  Fleming,  he  does  not  hind  himself  to  con- 
struct a,  single  iron  girder  bridge  between  Truro 
and  Pictou,  and  not  a girder  may  be  placed 
upon  the  entire  road  for  all  that  the  contract 
precrihes.  It  is  true  Mr.  McNab  says  that  gir- 
ders have  been  sent  for,  and  are  being  manu- 
factured— such  may  be  the  case,  and  Mr.  Flem- 
ing may  intend  to  complete  the  order,  and  build 
iron  girders,  but  is  it  a fit  condition  for  our 
public  affairs  that  in  a matter  involving  such 
an  amount  of  treasure  the  vital§  interest  of  the 
country  should  depend  upon  the  fair  intentions 
of  any  man?  Was  it  right  that  a gentleman 
called  upon  to  give  advice  to  the  Government 
should  not  feel  it  his  duty  to  tell  them  that 
there  should  he  provisions  for  a certain  quanti- 
ty of  this  material?  I have  been  unwilling,  in 
these  observations, to  import  inrothe  argument  a 
single  stat  ement  or  fact  not  on  the  papers  them- 
selves; hut  I shall  here  mention,  not  as  a fact, 
but  as  calculated  to  afford  the  Government  an 
opportunity  for  contradicting  it  if  not  true,  that 
it  is  belived  on  the  line  that  large  changes  are 
being  made  in  the  construction — that  earth- 
works are  being  constructed  for  bridges,  and 
tunnels  for  culverts,  cheaper  and  less  durable, 
for  the  more  costly  and  permanent  works 
originally  designed.  Mr.  Fleming  himself  says 
that  some  cases  where  culverts  were  intended 
to  he  built,  tunnels  are  to  he  substituted;  and 
the  House  knows  that  if  such  is  done,  it  will 
be  only  when  it  is  cheaper  than  the  original 
work,  and  that  every  other  alteration  will  he 
naturally  in  the  direction  of  cheapening  the  cost 
and  of  lessening  the  burden  to  the  contractor. 

Now,  I do  not  assert  that  there  is  any  truth 
in  any  of  these  statements — I base  no  argu- 
ment upon  their  being  true;  hut  I have  aright 
to  charge  Mr  McNab  and  the  Government  with, 
a dereliction  of  duty,  when  they  have  not  so 
framed  the  contract  that  such  could  not  be 
done,  and  if  done,  could  be  treated  as  a clear 
violation  of  the  contract.  Now  as  to  the  quali- 
ty or  cost  of  iron  girders:  I am  no  judge  of 
either,  hut  I can  do  with  this  matter  as  with 
others,  and  base  a calculation  on  Mr.  Laurie’s 
estimate  for  the  Pictou  line,  and  Mr.  Fleming’s 
own  estimate  for  the  Intercolonial  line.  Mr. 
Fleming,  for -the  road  from  Truro  to  River  du 
Loup,  has  estimated,  for  the  distance  of  449 
miles,  5Q84  tons,  or  11  tons  6 c wt.  a mile.  I may 
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fairly  assume  that  a road  passing  over  very 
rugged  parts  of  this  province  and  New  Bruns- 
wick would  he  equal,  in  the  cost  of  this  item, 
to  the  road  from  Truro  to  Pictou;  this  calcula- 
tion, applied  to  the  mileage  of  ou*  railway,  will 
give  us  a correct  approximate  estimate.  The 
result  is  11  tons  6 cwt.  per  mile,  making  a total 
of  540  tons  for  the  Pictou  road.  This,  at  $140 
per  tou,  would  make  altogether  $70,000.  Mr 
Fleming  in  liis  estimate  for  the  Pictou  road, 
puts  it  at  $140,000,  making  a difference,  under 
his  estimate  of  this  road  and  his  estimate  of 
the  Intercolonial  road,  of  $03,000  in  this  one 
particular.  It  may  he  said  with  some  force 
that  it  would  he  unfair  to  apply  the  average 
running  over  a large  tract  of  country  to  a smal- 
ler and  more  rugged  tract,  and  I would  not  he 
doing  justice  to  my  argument  were  I to  leave 
the  matter  in  that  position,  but  let  us  take  the 
trouble  to  turn  to  Mr.  Laurie’s  estimate  of  the 
girders  required  for  the  mad  over  the  same 
ground.  The  line  is  not  exactly  the  same  in 
location,  hut  I have  been  informed  by  gentle- 
men who  have  examined  both  lines  with  the 
eyes  of  practical  men,  with  the  eyes  of  men 
who  were  judges  and  experienced  men,  for 
both  that  in  point  of  difficulty  and  expense,  the 
comparison  is  not  unfavourable  to  the  present 
line.  Mr  Laurie’s  estimate  makes  the  cost  of 
this  item  $1908  per  mile,  which  applied  to  the 
400*  miles,  would  make  $92^68.  Mr  Fleming, 
judged  by  himself,  is  over  00,000;  judged  by 
Mr  Laurie,  lie  is  nearly  $50,000  too  high.  I have 
also  taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  cost  of  the 
iron  girders  erected  on  the  existing  railways  in 
Nova  Scotia,  and  I find  at  the  rate  per  mile 
which  they  cost,  the  sum  would  be  below  eith- 
er of  these  calculations. 

Now  when  I found  that  on  our  present  rail- 
ways, on  the  estimate  for  the  Intercolonial 
Railway,  on  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Laurie  for 
this  very  Railway, all  are  largely  beneath  the 
estimate  under  discussion,  I cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  calculation  is  excessive.  If, 
then,  I have  shown  an  over-estimate  of  $100, 

000  in  the  charge  for  superstructure,  and  of 
$50,000  in  the  charge  for  iron  girders,  leaving 
Mr.  McNab  for  the  present  and  looking  at  Mr. 
Fleming,  I ask,  have  you  confidence  that. 
Mr.  Fleming’s  estimate  is  not  extravagant? — 

1 can  understand  how  the  discrepancies  would 
berecopcilahle  if  we  were  at  liberty  to  assume 
that  the  section  work  was  computed  at  less 
than  it  could  be  done  for,  and  that  the  princi- 
ple was  adopted  of  making  up  upon  one 
service  what  we  lost  upon  another,  but  were 
we  to  make  any  such  allowance  we  would  be 
doing  a gross  injustice  to  Mr.  Fleming.  He 
says  that  he  computes  on  the  basis  of  the 
tenders  actually  accepted.  When,  therefore,  lie 
undertakes  to  make  this  estimate  so  entirely 
in  excess  of  Mr.  Laurie’s  and  of  his  own  on 
another  road,  in  a case  where,  by  becoming 
contractor,  he  i as  made  himself  personally 
interested,  one  must  feel  himself  treading  on 
tender  ground  in  approaching  the  investiga- 
tion. I shall,  however,  assume  Mr.  Fleming’s 
calculation  to  be  correct,  and  that  mine  repre- 
sents the  cost  at  the  same  rates  of  the  reduced 
road.  We  will  first  have  the  amount  of  the 
sectional  work,  $875,59*.  Then  1 have  tak^n 
the  cost  oftheiion  girders.  I will  not  press 
the  point  so  far  as  to  tafee  it  from  his  own 
estimate,  but  1 will  give  him  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Laurie's  estimate  of  the  Pictou  road.  This 


amounts  to  $92,868,  then  comes  ihe  cost  of 
superstructure  wiih  5 per  cent  of  sidings. — 
This  again  I will  not  put  at  bis  Intercolonial 
estimate  lest  I should  bethought  (to  press  the 
point.  I give  him  again  the  benefit  of  the 
enlarged  estimates  of  Mr.  Laurie  which  are. 
equal  to  $20,00  in  liis  favor.  This  will  yield 
$419,152,80;  1 take’ his  own  estimate  for  ferry 
service,  for  station  buildings,  and  for  engineer- 
ing, and  what  is  the  total?  Not  $2,216,600,  but 
$1,522.768  67.  I am  willing,  not  knowing  what 
the  extras  ipny  he,  to  throw  in  for  that,  item 
$100,006,  making  a total  of  $1.622,708  67.  I 
have  not  deducted  the  contingencies,  though 
on  the  section  contracts  nearly  half  of  the 
work,  there  should  be  none  by  the  terras  of  the 
contract,  fieeahse  the  case  does  not  require 
cfieese-j taring  to  arrive  at  my  results,  and  I 
give  the  entire  benefit  of  the  10  per  cent,  for 
contingencies,  amounting  to  $162,271.86,  which 
will  make  the  whole  amount  to  $1,764,890.52, 
being  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  less 
than  the  sum  for  which  Mr.  Flemming  h a s 
undertaken  it.  Now  I may  have  been  in 
error  in  my  calculation  of  the  item  of  $965,000; 
I have  made  it  $876,000,  making  a difference  of 
$80,000,  but  throw  } hat  away  and  you  have  still 
an  e no  minus  margin  remaining.  When  weave 
told  that  Mr.  Fleming  has  undertaken  the 
work  at  $100,000  less  than  his  own  estimate, 
the- Government  forgot  to  tell  us  that  he  is  re- 
ceiving a large  benefit  under  his  contract — that 
during  the  ballasting  of  the  road  he  is  entitled 
to  the  use  of  two  engines  with  the  cars  neces- 
sary to  accompany  them. 

I have  ascertained  from  well-informed  per- 
sons that  there  will  be  three  sets  of  cars  for 
each  locomotive,  one  for  loading,  one  for  mov- 
ing, and  one  for  tilting,  so  that  50  cars  for  100 
days  will  he  required,  at  the  lowest  calculation 
making  an  amount  of  $10,000.  It  may  be 
thought  au  insignificant  amount,  but  $10,000  is 
something.  When  we  are  told  that  the  con- 
tract is  for  $100,000  less  than  the  estimate,  we 
are  not  told  that- the  nature  of  the  work  lias 
been  changes!  by  one-ninth  being  taken  off  the 
width  of  the  entire  road,  and  by  alteration  in 
gradi-nts,  curvatures  and  alignment, — we  are 
not  told  that  out  of  the  public  chest  $10,000  is  to 
be  given  for  the  use  of  oars  in  ballasting,  and 
not  only  that,  but  that  the  entire  material  for 
constructing  the  work,  costing  probably  $10,000 
more,  is  to  be  carried  over  the  public  railways 
free  of  charge,  leaving  nothing  but  the  handling 
to  be  paid  for  by  the  contractor  Not  only  has 
he  the  right  to  .-any  his  entire  mareiial  free, 
but  every  man  in  his  employ  as  well,  so  it  is 
impossible  to  calculate  these  benefits  in  bal- 
lasting, free  freight  and  passage  at  less  than 
$20,000.  If  these  be  the  facts,  by  my  calcula- 
tions the  whole  cey  t,  assuming  that  the  work 
can  be  done  at  t-nder  prices,  is  $1,704  908,, 
throwing  in  the  $80,000  to  which  I before  refer- 
red, and  this  will  leave  about  $300,000  as  a mar- 
gin for  the  benefit  of  ilie  contractor. 

The  government,  were  desirous  of  placing  on 
the  table  the  contracts  and  tenders  for  the  en- 
tire line  to  show  that  these  small  contractors 
were  unable  to  do  ihe  work, and  knew  nothing 
about  their  business.  The  memorials,  lately 
put  on  the  table,  hsv\  e been  read  to  the  House 
to  show  that  their  undertakings  were  at  prices 
at  which  they  were  unable  to  fulfil  them,  but  1 
have  looked  at  the  estimates  for  the  entire  line, 
which  have  been  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
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merit.  Mr.  Jones’  tender,  if  calculated  correct-  j 
]y  by  Mr.  Fleming,  puts  the  cost  of  the  sections 
at  SI, 049, 570,  that  is  the  charge  for  grading;  to 
finish  the  road  an  additional  sum  of  $746,000 
would  be  required  ; add  for  extras  $100,000,  and 
I have  thrown  in  for  contingencies  on  that,  por- 
tion that  should  bear  it  (1  mean  all  except  the 
sectional  contracts,  which  are  not  liable  to  this 
charge),  $74,600.  I have  then  taken  for  a cre- 
dit the  privileges  referred  to,  amounting  to 
$20,000,  and  this  estimate  will  show  that,  $1,- 
850,190  would  have  been  the  entire  cost  of  the 
work  if  Jones’  tender  had  been  taken.  Mr. 
-Jones,  it  should  be  remembered,  is  a railway 
contractor  of  some  repute,  and  therefore  when 
he  came  forward  and  offered  to  do  the  work, 
as  originally  designed,  at  that  rate,  we  have  a 
right  to  assume  that  he  could  have  done  the  di- 
minished work  at  a much  lower  price,  and  that 
if  he  couhl  have  cleared  $266,000  on  the  larger 
work,  at  Mr.  Fleming’s  estimate,  he  would  have 
made  a very  handsome  operation  by  getting 
the  work  diminished,  as  Mr.  Fleming  himself 
puts  it,  by  over  $200,000.  Mr.  Jones  cannot  be 
said  not  to  have  known  what  he  was  about  in 
making  that,  tend  er.  I a m not  acquainted  with 
Jones’  ability,  but  I believe  him  to  be  a man  of 
high  standing  in  his  profession,  and  quite  ca- 
pable of  fulfilling  his  engagements.  But  if 
there  were  any  doubt  on  that  point,  let  us  take 
the  firm  of  A.  Gordon  & Co.,  including  some  of 
the  wealthiest  capitalists  of  Halifax  and  Pictou. 
They  undertook  to  build  the  entire  work,  ou  the 
larger  scale,  for  the  sum  of  $1,203,488;  therefore 
that  tender,  higher  than  Mr.  Jones’  by  $152,908 
— even  supposing  Mr.  Jones  incapable  of  doing 
it  at  bis  estimates — placed  in  the  bands  of  the 
Provincial  Secretary  information  to  shew  that 
these  capitalists  could  have  carried  on  the  line 
to  completion,  and  with  a work  at  all  events 
$200,000  more  costly  than  the  present  work,  for 
$113,602  less  than  they  are  now  paying  to  Mr. 
Fleming. 

Mr.  Archibald  concluded,  for  that  evening, 
by  moving  the  following  resolution : — 

“ Resolved , That  the  private  contract  recently 
made  with  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Railways 
and  Mr.  SaUford  Fleming,  for  the  construction 
of  the  Pictou  Railway,  is  not  only  a violation 
of  law,  but  as  a precedent  is  dangerous  in  its 
tendency.  That  the  guards  and  checks  pro- 
vided by  law  in  reference  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  enormous  sums  of  money  voted  for  rail- 
ways, are  ini  ended  not  only  for  the  protection 
of  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  Province,  hut 
for  the  preservation  of  the  purity  and  integrity 
of  the  Provincial  Administration;  and  this 
House  feels  it  to  be  a solemn  duty  to  protest 
against  an  act  which,  whatever  the  character 
of  the  act  itself,  may  be  a precedent  for  the 
most  dangerous  abuse  of  Executive  power.” 

The  debate  was  ad  journed. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  3 P.  M.  next 
day. 


Friday.  March  16, 1866. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  McKay  presented  two  petitions  against 
Confederation. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  presented  a petition 
on  the  same  subject  from  Digby. 

Also  a petition  from  Westport  praying  for  a 
tri-weekly  mail. 


Also  a petition  from  F.  W.  Potter  an  d 
others  asking  a change  of  mail  route. 

Mr.  Killam  prese.uted  a petition  for  an. 
amendment  of  the  law  in  reference  to  river 
fisheries,  and  also  introduced  a bill  to  amend 
chap.  79  of  Revised  Statutes  in  reference  to 
harbours  and  harbour  Masters. 

Mr.  Longley  presented  a petition  from  the 
Postmaster  at  Bridgetown  asking  for  an  in- 
crease of  salary. 

Mr.  D.  Fraser  a petition  from  J.  Marshall 
asking  for  the  refunding  of  certain  money. 

Mr.  1 ebb,  several  petitions  from  Luuen 
burg  on  the.  subject  of  Confederation. 

Mr.  Robicheatt  introduced  a bill  relative  to 
school  lands  ip  t he  county  of  Digby. 

Mr.  Hatfield  presented  a petition  from  in- 
habitants of  Argyle  respecting  dams  and  fish 
traps  on  the  river.  Also  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Yarmouth  regarding  river  fisheries. 

Mr.  Blackwood,  a petition  from  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Gulf  shore  praying  for  a light 
house  on  Amet  Island. 

Mr.  t OFFIN,  a petition  from  Cape  Sable  Is-  ■ 
land  praying  for*  assistance  towards  a ferry 
boat. 

Mr.  Balcam,  a petition  from  inhabitants 
between  Spy  and  Ship  Harbours  respecting 
the  river  fisheries. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell,  a petition  from  inha-. 
Infants  of  Little  Narrows.  Victoria,  asking  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  1862  respecting  Church 
property. 

Mr.  McFarlane,  a petition  from  Pugwash 
in  respect  to  a light  house. 

Mr.  Kaulback,  a petition  from  inhabitants 
of  Chester  in  reference  to  road  improvements. 

Mr.  Bill,  petition  from  Cornwallis  respect- 
ing Confederation. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Brown  introduced  an  act  con- 
cerning the  School  Lands  in  the  township  of 
Horton. 

mabou  harbour. 

Mr.  Bourinot  presented  a petition  which 
he  had  received  from  the  County  of  Inverness 
asking  for  a grant  of  money  for  t.he  purpose  of 
opening  up  the  harbour  of  Mabou.  The  peti- 
tioners pointed  out  that  they  have  no  port  on 
the  West  coast  of  Cape  Breton  accessible  to 
vessels  of  any  size,  that  Mr  Perley,  C.  E.,liad, 
reported  strongly  in  favour  of  the  project  that 
they  had  subscribed  themselves  largely.  They 
had  sent  him  the  petition  in  all  probability  be- 
cause some  years  ago  when  -the'  Pictou  rail- 
way was  under  consideration,  he  had  alluded 
to  the  desirability  of  a line  of  steamers  being 
put  on  between  Pictou,  Mabou,  Port  Hood,  etc. 

Mr.  S McDonnell  presented  two  other  pe- 
titions from  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Inverness  for  the  same  object;  also  in  connec- 
tion therewith,  a copy  of  list  of  subscriptions 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  work.  The  question 
had  been  -frequently  before  the  house  and 
every  one  acquainted  with  its  character  must 
sne  its  great  imoortance.  Ebe  West  coast  of 
the  Island  of  Cape  Breton  required  such  a 
harbour  for  its  trade.  Mabou  might  he  made 
a magnificent  port  with  au  expenditure  small 
in  comparison  with  the  great  benefits  that 
would  result  from  opeuiog  up  the  noble  coun- 
try around  the  locality  in  question.  Gentle- 
men were  found  advocating  the  desirability  of 
railways  being  extended  to  the  remote  West, 
and  could  not  refuse  to  support  this  very  mode- 
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rate  demaud  from  Cape  Breton.  The  people 
of  Inverness  had  themselves  already  subscrib- 
ed £2000,  thereby  proving  the  desirability  of 
the  undertaking. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  he  had  presented 
a petition  of  a similar  character  two  .years  ago, 
and  the  result  had  been  that  the  government 
had  sent  an  engineer  to  Mabou  who  reported 
that  $20,000  would  open  up  the  harbour.  The 
records  before  the  house  would  prove  conclu 
sively  the  advantages  that  would  result  from 
this  project.  He  alluded  to  the  fact  that  the 
district  bordering  on  Mabou,  according  to  the 
last  census,  owned  more  cows,  and  produced 
more  butter,  than  Shelburne.  The  coalmines, 
to  \ of  the  district  were  among  the  finest  in 
Cape  Breton.  ( 'e  presumed  that  the.  petition 
had  been  sent  to  the  lion,  member  for  Cape 
Breton  in  consequence  of  the  interest  he  al- 
ways took  in  that  section  of  the  Province.  All 
the  members  for  the  islaud  recognized  him  as 
their  leader  in  all  matters  connected  with  its 
progress  and  prosperity.  ' e hoped  that  the 
lion,  member  who  was  a supporter  of  the  gov- 
ernment would  press  the  claims  of  the  peti- 
tioners to  favorable  consideration. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  it  was  very  evident 
that  Inverness  had  plenty  of  cows  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  tried 
to  butter  gentlemen  opposite.  He  doubted  the 
expediency  of  making  such  grants. 

Mr.  Boueinot  said  that  it  was  only  neces- 
sary to  mention  Gape  Breton  to  get  the  mem 
her  for  Shelburne  to  his  feet.  As  respects  any 
influence  he  himself  might  have  with  the 
government  he  would  say  that  he  could  not 
even  obtain  for  his  own  county  that  amount 
of  assistance  to  which  it  was  fairly  entitled 
and  therefore  it  was  not  probable  he  would  be 
successful  in  any  application  he  might  make 
•on  behalf  of  the  constituents  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Inverness, 

Mr.  Miller  regretted  that  the  time  had  not 
come  when  the  lion,  member  for  Shelburne 
could  acknowledge  the  claims  of  Cape  Breton 
to  consideration.  e thought  that,  no  money 
could  be  more  wisely  distributed  than  for  the 
undertaking  in  question. 

Mr.  McLelan  asked  the  government  for 
•certain  information. 

PICTOU  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  Archibald  resumed:— I owe  to  the 
•House  an  apology  for  having  already  occupied 
so  much  of  its  time,  and  I feel  that  nothing 
could  afford  me  an  excuse  for  trespassing 
further  on  their  attention  in  a matter  which  is 
of  such  a nature  that  it  can  hardly  he  made 
interesting,  excepting  as  it  involves  consequen- 
ces of  the  most  serious  character.  I am  quite 
aware  how  difficult  it  is  to  attract  or  secure 
attention  to  calculations  necessary  to  be  made 
to  understand  the  question,  but  in  themselves 
most  uninteresting;  but  these  calculations  must 
be  placed  before  you,  in  order  to  show  the  con- 
nection of  facts.  The  task,  however,  is  dry  and 
difficult,  and  I should  feel  I was  not  discharg- 
ing my  duty  if  I asked  any  more  of  your  time 
than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  complete  the 
outline  of  my  argument.  My  purpose,  yester- 
day, was  to  show  iirst  that  the  Government  had 
violated  the  law.  I think  I proved  distinctly 
that  they  had  no  power  to  make  the  contract 
which  they  have  made  with  Mr.  Fleming. 
That  they  violated  the  law,  because  the  contract 
13 


could  only  be  made  by  tender.  But  there  is 
another  ground  on  which  the  contract  is  illegal ; 
it  is  provided  by  the  Statute  that  all  contracts 
to  be  entered  into  shall  be  guarded  by  such 
securities , and  by  such  provisions  for  retaining 
a portion  of  the  monies,  as  will  ensure  protec- 
tion to  the  public.  Not  only  is  it  required  that 
no  contract  shall  he  entered  into  by  private 
bargain,  hut  it  is  required  that  the  bargain, 
when  made  by  tender  and  contract,  shall  be 
guaranteed  by  securities;  aud  yet  on  the  face 
of  this  contract,  in  violation  of  law,  of  the 
Statuteable  provisions  on  this  subject,  in  vio- 
lation even  of  the  natural  deductions  to  be 
drawn  from  report  of  their  own  officer,  show- 
ing that  the  contractor  could  not  accomplish 
the  work  without  large  personal  loss,  there  is 
no  provision  for  security.  The  contract,  then, 
is  not  only  void  as  being  contrary  to  law,  but 
it  omits  many  features  which  the  law;  contem- 
plates. I also  showed  that  the  law  had  been 
violated  under  such  circumstances  of  conceal- 
ment as  to  throw  around  the  matter  a shroud 
of  suspicion  and  doubt,  and  I shewed  that 
wheu  the  Government  had  called'  upon  their 
engineer  for  his  advice,  we  had  on  the  face  of 
his  report,  stamped  indelibly,  the  evidence  that 
his  advice  was  valueless, — that  he  did  not 
express  such  au  opinion  upon  the  proposals 
submitted  to  them  as  was  justified  by  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

Not  only  so,  but  I shewed  that  the  calcula- 
tions made  by  Mr  McNab,  so  much  in  excess  of 
Mr  Fleming’s,  were  largely  beyond  Mr  Flem- 
ing’s estimate  on  lines  in  which  he  was  not  in- 
terested, largely  beyond  Mr  Laurie’s  estimate, 
made  under  circumstances  which  render  it  im- 
possible, they  should  be  considered  as  other 
than  ample.  I produced  evidence  from  the 
public  records  to  show  it  was  impossible  that 
the  government  in  relying  on  Mr  McNab’s  ad- 
vice were  relying  upon  that  in  which  they 
should  have  reposed  confidence.  At  this  mo- 
ment the  contract  with  Mr  Fleming  is  legally 
not  worth  the  paper  upon  which  it  is  written. 
If  he  were  to  go  into  any  court  of  law  he  would 
not  have  a shadow  of  foundation  for  a claim 
against  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia.  But 
what  matters  it  whether  the  bargain  is  valid 
or  not?  The  men  to  whom  you  have  entrusted 
the  public  affairs  control  the  treasury,  and  were 
that  contract  ten  times  more  illegal  than  it  is, 
so  long  as  they  remain  the  Government,  they 
retain  their  power  to  take  out  of  the  treasury 
the  money  they  have  agreed  to  pay.  The  con- 
tract is  as  effective  as  if  it  were  legally  binding. 
As  if  to  deprive  themselves  and  their  succes- 
sors of  any  power  or  control,  not  content  with 
the  conditions  of  contracts  adopted  in  every 
other  instance  which  require  the  parties  to  find 
sureties,'  they  have  dispensed  entirely  with 
that  provision.  Now  I have  been  informed 
that  the  amount  generally  paid  by  the  princi- 
pals to  their  sureties  is  about  2%  per  cent  of  tho 
entire  sum;— if  that,  be  the  case,  the  very  fact 
of  exempting  Mr  Fleming  from  finding  these, 
is  equal  to  a present  to  him  of  $50,000,  assuming 
that  he  should  require  to  procure  security  on 
tbe  usual  terms.  Not  content  with  entering 
without  sureties  into  a contract  with  him  by 
which  their  officer  says  he  has  under-estimated 
the  work  by  $250,000,  they  also  relax  the  condi- 
tions usually  inserted  by  which  it  is  provided 
that  15  per  cent  of  the  monies  shall  be  retained, 
' they  have  only  stipulated  for  a deduction  of  10 
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per  cent  in  an  expenditure  of  a couple  of  mil- 
lions;—the  5 per  cent  they  give  up  amounts  to 
$100,000,  so  that  on  the  very  face  of  the  con- 
tract, they  have  placed  at  his  disposal  $100,000 
more  than  other  contractors  could  have  had. — 
They  have,  however,  gone  further,  and  have 
provided  not  only  that  10  per  cent  shall  be  the 
limit,  but  that  even  that  shall  not  be  reserved 
when  any  portion  of  the  line  is  finished. 

How  is  it  to  be  ascertained  what  Mr  Fleraiug 
is  to  be  paid?  Under  the  original  Contracts, 
where  the  parties  were  to  receive  pay  accord- 
ing to  the  work  done,  it  was  perfectly  plain 
and  easy;  but  in  this  instance  the  work  is  to 
be  paid  for  as  it  is  finished.  Suppose  two  miles 
a*re  finished,  on  which  there  is  not  one  heavy 
piece  of  work  such  as  an  excavation,  an  em- 
bankment, or  a bridge,  is  he  to  be  paid  accord- 
ing to  the  mileage?  It  is  clear  that  iu  this  par- 
ticular the  Government  have  no  check  or  guard 
by  which  the  public  interests  are  to  be  protect- 
ed. Mr  McNab’s  certificate  will  entitle  Mr 
Fleming  to  be  paid,  aud  yet  there  are  no  means 
by  which  Mr  McNab  can  give  a certificate  that 
can  be  relied  on  as  correct.  I asked  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  recently  how  it  was  that  the 
engineering  staff  were  employed.  He  replied 
that  the  surveyors  were  in  the  service  of  the 
Government,  but  that  their  salaries  were 
chargeable  to  Mr  Fleming.  It  is  by  the  report 
and  certificate  of  these  gentlemen  that  he  is,  in 
the  progress  of  the  work,  to  be  checked  and 
controlled;  and  therefore  I ask  the  House  to 
consider  the  position  he  occupies  in  reference 
to  these  engineers.  Who  are  they?  They  are 
the  employes,  the  friends,  the  gentlemen 
whom  he  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing  on 
the  line,  and  over  whom,  he  exercises  the  natu- 
ral influence  which  must  be  possessed  by  the 
man  who  has  given  them  their  positions  and 
pay;  and  without  looking  at  all  to  the  dark 
side  of  our  nature,  but  looking  only  to  the  best 
sentiments  of  the  human  mind — looking  to  the 
feelings  of  gratitude  for  past  favors,  to  the  par- 
tiality which  kind  treatment  inspires,  and  to 
the  anticipation  of  future  kindnesses,  I ast-  can 
we  expect  from  these  officers  that  supervision 
and  control  which  the  interest  of  the  country 
requires? 

If  have  shewn  you  facts  which  prove  that 
when  Mr  M‘Nab  was  called  on  to  report  the  con- 
dition of  the  line,  he  has  not  undertaken  to  tell 
you  the  extent  of  the  alterations  made — of  that 
enormous  alteration  by  which  five  percent,  on 
the  entire  cost  of  grading  is  saved,  nor  what  cur- 
ves or  grades  have  been  altered— can  you  ex- 
pect these  gentlemen  to  exercise  a vigilance 
and  care  which  Mr.  McMab  himeelf  did  not 
evince?  Supposing  these  gentlemen  to  be  en- 
tirely honorable— and  I do  not  regard  them  as 
otherwise— aud  suppose  that  they  have  every 
disposition  to  discharge  their  duty  fairly,  can 
you  expect  that  vigilance,  care  and  protection 
which  you  have  a right  to  expect  from  officers 
on  whom  so  much  is  to  depend?  The  House 
can  hardly  form  an  idea  of  the  very  great  and 
important  alterations  that  may  be  made  in  a 
single  particular.  Supposing  a railway  cut- 
ting to  be  twenty  feet  deep,  and  the  grade  is 
raised  a single  foot  in  a road  bed  of  22  feet  —the 
alteration  does  not  affect  merely  22  feet  at  the 
base  but  it  affects  88  at  the  surface;  every  cu- 
bic yard  in  the  road  bed  of  such  a reduction 
amounts  to  four  cubic  yards  to  the  contractor. 
An  embankment  is  nothing  but  a cutting  re- 


versed, so  that  the  principle  is  the  same.  This 
shews  that  in  a single  mile,  a change  of  very 
small  extent  in  a grade  may  save  a larger  sum 
than  any  one  would  be  disposed  to  imagine. 

Now,  let  me  ask,  what  course  should  the 
Government  have  pursued  in  this  matter?  I 
think  the  Provincial  Secretary  before  long  will 
be  convinced  that  it  would  have  been  to  his 
advantage  to  have  considered  this  question 
carefully  before  be  acted.  If  there  be  auy  one 
matter  more  than  another  which  must  shake 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  men  con- 
trolling their  affairs,  it  is  the  assumption  of 
this  grave  responsibility  when  there  was  no 
necessity  for  b.  The  bargain  was  made  on  the 
10t,h  January,  and  if  the  Government  had  found 
difficulties  arising  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
tractors not  proceeding  with  the  work,  they 
oould  have  carried  it  on  at  the  expense  of  the 
sureties,  or  suspended  the  works  until  the  Legis- 
lature met.  From  October  until  January, 
operations  were  carrie  1 on,  not  under  the  law, 
because  the  Government  relieved  the  sureties, 
but  by  taking  money  from  the  treasury,  and 
paying  for  the  amount  that  was  being  done. 
This  was  bad  enough.  Why  did  they  not  con- 
tinue this  mode  from  the  10th  January  till  the 
House  met?  If  they  thought  the  matter  of  suf- 
ficient consequence,  why  not  call  a special  ses- 
sion at  the  time  of  year  when  we  annually  as- 
semble? Surely  the  right  course  would  have 
been  to  summon  the  House,  to  submit  the  diffi- 
culties, aud  ask  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature. 
If  the  government  had  adopted  this  course,  aud 
had  proposed  to  us  to  sanction  such  a contract 
as  they  undertook  to  make,  are  there  ten  men 
in  this  House  of  any  party  who  would  have 
given  it  their  assent?  Have  we  not  lately 
heard  the  Commissioner  of  Railways,  at  this 
very  session,  speak  of  the  exasperation  which 
the  policy  of  the  government  has  produced  in 
the  county  of  Pictou?  And  why  is  every  man 
in  that  county,  friend  or  foe  of  the  administra- 
tion, of  one  mind  on  this  point?  Is  it  not  that 
they  feel  that  their  rights  have  been  trampled 
on,  aud  Ihe  law  violated?  Why  has  this  exas- 
peration been  greatest  in  that  county?  Be- 
cause there  the  facts  are  best  known,  and  be- 
cause there  other  things  are  known  or  believed, 
which  have  not  come  to  our  notice,  but  whidh 
may  be  brought  here  before  tins  debate  is  con- 
cluded. I have  shown  that  this  contract  was 
dangerous  in  its  inception,  and  injudicious  iu 
its  execution. — It  has  been  followed  by  acts 
which  have  created  exasperation.  If  the  know- 
ledge of  those  facts  had  been  extended  to  other 
counties  before  the  legislature  met,  where  are 
the  men  to  be  found  here  of  any  politics  who 
would  have  dared  to  put  their  hands  to  a trans- 
action so  injurious  to  the  public  interests.  The 
Provincial  Secretary  will  probably  tell,  us  as 
one  reason  why  tlie  contract  should  be  enter- 
ed into  without  delay  that  the  Pictou  Railway 
has  been  the  subject  of  agitation  ever  since 
1859.  That  one  delay  after  another  lias  occurred 
aud  that  the  public  interests  demanded  an 
early  completion  of  the  work,  but  if  baste  is  so 
necessary  now,  why  was  it  that  in  November, 
18(14:,  there  was  no  burry?  In  the  specification 
upon  which  the  advertisements  were  issued 
occurs  this  clause: 

“It  is  not  intended  that,  the  works  should  he 
executed  in  a harried  manner,  so  that  the  cost 
wrould  be  enhanced  thereby,  while  their  sta- 
bility and  efficiency  would  not  be  increased. — 
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The  object  is  rather  to  have  all  the  works  on 
each  section  executed  at  a minimum  expendi-* 
t,ure  and  with  thorough  permanency.  Con- 
tractors will,  therefore,  be  guarded  by  these 
consideration*  in  making  up  the  prices,  as 
ample  time  will  be  allowed  for  the  completion 
of  each  contract,  such  time  to  be  specified  in 
the  tender.” 

This  was  the  policy  of  1864.  A year  passes. 
W hat  has  altered  the  policy?  Idas  the  whole 
thing  changed?  Could  the  Government  not 
wait  from  the  l()th  January  to  the  10th  Febru- 
ary, or  till  the  House  met  to  obtain  its  sanction 
to  a matter  of  such  immense  consequence? 

I have  argued  the  question  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  Mr.  McNab  was  only  incompetent, 
that  he  acted  in  accord  with  his  honest  convic- 
tions, believing  the  correctness  of  the  report  he 
made,  nor  have  T charged  Mr.  Fleming  with 
acting  in  any  manner  differently  from  what 
any  other  railway  contractor  would  act,  but 
suppose  I were  at  liberty  to  entertain  the  idea 
that  Mr.  McNab  could  be  seduced,  suppose  I 
could  conceive  Mr.  Fleming  capable  of  acting 
as  other  Railway  contractors  have  acted,  sup- 
pose I were  to  dare  entertain  the  idea  that  any 
member  of  the  government  could  be  ap- 
proached, I should  tremble  at  the  very 
thought.  But  I urge  my  views  upon  no  such 
grounds,  I seek  no  advantage  from  any  such 
suppositions,  I ask  you  to  believe  Mr.  Fleming 
to  be' as  free  from  suspicion  as  the  purest  of 
Railway  contractors,  to  suppose  Mr.  McNab 
entirely  upright,  to  believe  every  member  of 
the  government  acting  with  strict  integrity, 
and  my  case  is  as  strong  as  I wish  to  put  it,  for 
though  you  may  have  no  such  condition  of 
affairs  at  present,  will  you  always  have  an  im- 
maculate administration?  Are  you  sure  that 
you  will  never  have  in  charge  of  the  treasury 
men  who  are  capable  of  sacrificing  the  public 
interests  to  their  private  gain?  Can  you 
alv*ays  be  sure  of  a Government  every  mem- 
ber of  which  is  exempt  from  the  passions  and 
frailties  to  which  poor  human  nature  is  sub- 
ject? If  you  are  not  sure  of  all  this,  then  by 
establishing  such  a precedent  as  this,  you  will 
be  placing  about  the  necks  of  your  children  a 
weight  that  will  inevitably  drag  them  down  to 
ruin  and  destruction.  If  you  say  the  present 
Government  may  put  their  hands  in  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  may  make  private  bargains  with 
contractors  at  t.lieir  free  will  and  pleasure,  you 
open  a door  to  the  grossest  and  most  unbound- 
ed corruption ; you  place  in  the  hands  of  future 
governments  the  power  to  open  the  flood  gates 
of  ruin  upon  the  country.  I implore  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  consider  themselves  on 
this  question  not  as  adherents  of  a party,  but 
as  representatives  of  the  great  people  standing 
behind  us;  to  forget  political  prejudices  and 
•passions;  to  recognize  as  high  above  every 
other  duty  that  duty  which  as  patriots  we  owe 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  wuose  present 
and  future  prosperity  is  involved  in  our  pre- 
sent action.  I implore  the  House  to  pause  be- 
fore adopting  a policy  pregnant  with  ruin  to 
the  best  interests  of  this  Province,  and  I trust 
and  believe  they  will  decide  this  great  ques- 
tion with  the  impartiality  which  its  importance 
demands. 

Mr.  Archibald  concluded  by  moving  the 
Resolution  given  previously. 


REPLY  OF  HON.  PROV.  SECRETARY. 

Dr.  tupper  then  addressed  the  House  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Archibald  as  follows: — 

Mr.  Speaker,  I regret  that  I am  so  incapable 
to-day  of  entering  upon  the  discussion  of  this 
question,  but  after  having  patiently  listened 
to  the  remarks  that  have  fallen  from  the  hon. 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  given  them  my 
most  careful  attention,  I believe  that,  how- 
ever indisposed  I may  be  physically,  the  facts 
of  the  case  that  I have  to  present  to  you  are 
so  clear  and  unequivocal  that  I shall  be  able 
by  a few  observations  addressed  to  the  point 
to  dispose  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner 
of  the  charges  and  imputations  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  has  moved  the  resolution  now 
before  you  has  thought  proper  to  make  in  the 
course  of  his  very  earnest  and  impassioned 
address.  |The  hon.  gentlemau,  when  address- 
ing the  house  yesterday,  alluded  to  the  very 
stiuging  remarks  which  would  fall  from  me 
when  I had  to  reply  to  his  observations;  but, 
feir5  1 do  not  intend  to  imitate  the  bad  exam- 
ple which  he  has  set  this  house.  In  the  dis- 
cussion of  a great  public  question  he  has  felt 
it,  necessary  to  ransack  the  English  language 
for  terms  of  obloquy  and  reproach  directed 
against  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs.  Sir,  he  has  done 
worse  than  that — he  has  assailed  the  reputa- 
tion of  others  who  are.  not  here  to  vindicate 
themselves,  but  who,  I believe,  are  prepared,  at 
any  time  or  place,  to  show  that  they  are  de- 
serving of  confidence  and  respect  as  much  as 
the  honorable  member  who  has  taken  such 
unwarrantable  liberties  with  their  names. 
I am  restrained  by  many  considerations  from 
imitating  the  bad  taste  of  the  hon.  member  in 
bandying  terms  that  are  any  thing  but  parlia- 
mentary across  the  floor  of  this  house.  I do  not 
forget,  even  under  the  influence  of  the  obser- 
vations that  he  has  ventured  to  make,  that 
since  the  present  administration  has  been  cal- 
led upon  to  transact  the  public  affairs,  they 
have,  from  time  to  time,  received  from  that 
hon.  gentleman  an  amount  of  support  and  co- 
operation that  it  is  not  usual  for  governments  to 
receive  from  those  in  opposition.  But  I am 
restrained  by  other  considerations; — I believe 
if  ever  there  was  a time  in  the  history  of  this 
country  when  it  was  necessary  thAt  public  men 
should  not  unnecessarily  place  themselves  in 
personal  antagonism  to  each  other,  it  is  the 
present  crisis  in  the  public  affairs  of  this  pro- 
vince and  of  British  North  America.  The  pub- 
lic man  who  endeavors  at  this  time  to  increase, 
by  any  means,  the  breach  that  must  exist  to  a 
certain  extent  between  gentlemen  who  are  po- 
litically opposed  to  each  other— any  man  who, 
by  a careless  or  violent  expression,  places 
himself  in  such  a position  as  not  to  be  able  to 
co-operate  with  other  public  men  on  questions 
of  great  public  importance— certainly  forgets 
what  is  due  to  himself  and  what  he  owes  to. 
the  best  interests  of  his  country. 

I feel,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  right  that 
I should  draw  the  attention  of  the  house  to  one 
or  two  circumstances  in  connection  with  the 
management  of  this  question  |by  the  hon.  and 
learned  leader  of  the  opposition,  which,  I think, 
are  calculated  to  raise  the  impression  on  the 
minds  of  members  of  this  house,  that  he  bad 
not  exactly  such  a case  as  would  enable 
him  to  extend  those  courtesies  which 
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are  usual  in  the  Legislature.  I ask 
this  house  if  they  recollect  an  instance 
— and  I appeal  to  the  oldest  members  here — 
when  a leader  of  the  government  or  of  an  Op- 
position stated  that  a learned  gentleman  hold- 
ing a high  position  in  the  Legislature,  who  was 
anxious  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  a 
great  public  question,  was.  from  illness,  un- 
able to  attend,  and  asked  delay  in  conse- 
quence,—I ask  you  whether,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, the  request  was  ever  before 
refused.  I feel  it  right  that  I should  call  your 
attention  to  another  circumstance  in  connec- 
tion with  this  dicussion  which  presented  itself 
yesterday.  The  lion  member  assailed  the 
reputation  of  a public  officer  in  this  province, 
a gentleman  whose  good  name  is  as  dear  to 
him  as  that  of  the  hon.  member  is  to  himself— 
and  when  I rose,  as  is  customary  in  this  Legis- 
lature, and  asked  permission  to  explain  a mat- 
ter on  which  the  hon.  gentleman  was  basing 
arguments  entirely  inaccurate  — arguments 
hearing  directly  upon  the  character  of  the  offi- 
cer he  was  assailing — he  refused,  point  blank, 
to  listen  to  a single  word.  Sir,  it  was  for  the 
first  time  since  I have  had  the  honor  of  a seat 
in  this  House  that  I have  seen  an  honorable 
gentleman  set  the  pernicious  example  of  re- 
fusing to  hear  explanations  on  a subject  on 
which  he  was  basing  the  most  serious  imputa 
tions  against  another.  Why  was  it  that 
a gentleman  holding  the  high  standing  of 
the  hon.  member  should,  on  a question  of  law, 
feel  compelled  to  refuse  the  courtesy  of 
delaying  the  debate  until  the  first  Crown 
officer  should  be  able  to  attend  in  the 
House?  Was  it  because  the  hon.  gentleman 
knew  and  felt  that  forced  as  he  is  to  this  dis- 
cussion by  causes  which  gentlemen  can.  well 
understand,  he  must  resort  to  any  means 
available 'in  order  to  make  any  stand  on  the 
question?  I believe  the  hon.  gentleman  knew 
that  I was  going  to  make  a statement  to  this 
house  that  would  in  one  moment  have  swept 
away  the  total  platform  on  which  he  was 
constructing  an  argument  in  order  to  strike 
down  the  reputation  of  a public  officer.  I do 
not  intend,  however,  to  allow  these  matters, 
calculated  as  they  are  to  excite  strong  feel- 
ings, to  draw  me  from  the  consideration  of  this 
question,  which  I am  prepared  to  make  so 
clear  and  conclusive,  as  to  ask  both  those  in- 
side and  outside  of  the  legislature,  irrespec- 
tive of  their  political  sentiments,  whether  the 
government  have  not  taken  a position  in  this 
matter  which  entitles  them  to  support  and 
confidence. 

- The  hon.  gentleman  has  stated  that  the  go- 
vernment have  violated  the  law,  but  I am 
prepared  to  prove  that  it  is  not  so.  The  course 
which  has  been  adopted,  and  upon  which  he 
has  laid  such  stress,  was  not  only  in  con- 
formity with  the  strict  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
law,  but  with  the  practice  that  has  existed 
from  the  hour  our  railway  works  were  first 
commenced.  I am  prepared  to  go  further,  and 
satisfy  not  only  my  political  triends  in  this 
house  who  may  be  willing  to  be  satisfied,  but 
the  most  bitter  political  opponent  I have,  that 
the  course  we  have  pursued  has  not  only  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  law  and  precedent,  but  is 
one  to  which  we  were  compelled,  in  the  public 
interests  of  this  country— in^order  to  accom- 
plish that  which  should  be  the  first  object, 
with  any  government,— the  construction  of  our 


public  works  in  the  most  economical  and  ex- 
peditious manner  that  was  practicable.  The 
house  and  the  intelligent  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince have  already  been  furnished  with  the 
fullest  information  on  the  question.  At  the 
very  first  opportunity  I had  after  the  meeting 
of  the  Legislature,  I came  forward  and  told  a 
round,  unvarnished  tale,  and  placed  the  facts 
of  the  whole  question  before  the  country,  and 
the  hon  gentleman  has  failed  to  impugn  a sin- 
gle one  of  these  facts,  as  all  can  bear  witness. 
And  what  has  been  the  response?  It  is  not 
difficult  to  understand  the  position  of  the  hon. 
gentleman.  It  is  only  now,  the  third  session 
that  the  government  have  been  conducting  the 
public  affairs  of  this  country,  that  he  has  ven- 
tured to  raise  a,  question  touching  their  posi- 
tion, or  the  mode  in  which  they  have  dischar- 
ged their  public  duty.  The  hon  gentleman 
has  been  driven  to  take  this  course  notwith- 
standing the  striking  fact  which  I bring  to 
your  notice  that  when  these  statements 
were  made  to  the  house,  the  only 
observation  that  he  uttered  was  one  calcula- 
ted to  create  the  impression  that  the  course 
pursued  met  with  his  approval.  Again,  when 
this  question  was  brought  under  the  review  of 
as  intelligent  a press  as  ever  existed  in  this  or 
any  other  country,  with  the  exception  of  the 
most  insignificant  portion  of  it,  all  gave  this 
transaction  the  sanction  of  their  approval. 
Why  was  this?  The  facts  connected  with  this 
matter  were  so  clear  that  there  was  no  man 
prepared  to  say  that  he  was  ready  to  challenge 
the  propriety  of  the  act.  But  the  hon.  mem- 
ber has  let  out  the  secret  why  he  is  now  so 
anxious  to.  make  political  capital  out  of  this 
question.  He  tells  you  that  the  county  of  Pic- 
tou  is  exasperated,  and  therefore  thinks  he  has 
an  advantageous  opportunity  of  assailing  the 
Government.  Does  he  suppose  that  the  peo- 
ple of  that  county  are  so  devoid  of  intelligence 
that  when  they  find  that  the  Government, 
who,  unlike  their  predecessors,  have  carried 
out  their  pledges — have  acted  throughout  this 
transaction  with  an  honest  desire  to  promote 
the  country’s  interests  and  hasten  the  construc- 
tion of  this  great  public  work, — does  he  sup- 
pose that  this  people,  in  their  calm  moments 
of  reflection,  when  they  clearly  understand 
this  matter,  will  not  approve  heartily  of  the 
course  that  has  been  pursued? 

The  hon.  gentleman  has  undertaken  to  show 
the  Pouse,  by  calculations  which  be  has  him- 
self made  that  the  arrangements  that  have 
been  entered  into  are  injurious  to  the  public 
interests.  I will  frankly  tell  the  House  that 
there  are  half  a dozen  prominent  points  stand- 
ing out  upon  the  whole  of  this  transaction,  so 
conclusive  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  that  I 
should  attempt  for  a single  instant  to  follow 
the  hon.  member  through  the  various  calcula- 
tions which  he  has  made.  This  house  has  had 
some  experience  of  calculations  of  this  sort. 
When  it  suited  the  hon.  member,  he  has  been 
found  exaggerating  the  cost  of  this  public 
work;  when  he  wished  to  place  the  govern- 
ment in  a false  position  before  the  people  of 
Pictou,  he  was  heard  representing  its  cost  at  a 
very  trivial  figure.  At  one  time  it  is  to  cost 
$3,000,000,  and  at  another  $1,500,000..  The  cal- 
culations entirely  depend  upon  the  fact 
whether  the  hon.  member  has  any  political 
purpose  to  serve.  I can  show  the  hon.  member 
himself  that  the  long  array  of  figures  with 
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which  he  has  wearied  the  House,  are  not  worth 
the  paper  on  which  they  are  written.  I would 
not  like  to  attribute  the  statements  he  has  made 
to  ignoranee;  but  it  is  impossible  for  any  man 
who  can  read,  who  can  conut,  up  a colurau  of 
figures,  to  make  such  assertions  as  he  has  in 
connection  with  this  subject.  Any  gentleman 
who  has  a talent  for  dea  ing  with  figures  can 
make  up  auv  case  he  pleases;  but  I shall  call 
attention  to  a few  points  that  will  convince  the 
bon.  member  himself  that  he  never  did  a 
greater  injustice  to  his  own  reputation  than 
when  ho  attempted  to  make  the  assertions  he 
did. 

When  wo  came  to  consider  the  question  of 
the  Pictou  Iiail way  we  were  not  groping  in 
the  dark — we  were  not  dependent  upon  any 
one  person  for  the  data  on  which  to  base  cal- 
culations. The  house  will  believe  me  when  I 
say  that  no  engineer  in  any  country  ever  en- 
joyed the  confidence  of  the  present  administra- 
tion to  a greater  extent  than  did  Mr.  Laurie — 
no  engineer  was  ever  tried  more  thoroughly, 
or  came  out  more  triumphantly  from  the  cru- 
cible than  that  gentleman.  The  government, 
when  they  undertook  to  deal  with  this  im- 
portant question  of  the  construction  of  a rail- 
way to  Pictou,  called  upon  Mr.  Laurie  to  orga- 
nize a staff  of  engineers  for  the  purpose  of  sur- 
veying the  line.  What  may  be  the  line  of 
conduct  that  hon  member  has  thought  proper 
to  pursue  in  dealing  with  engineers,  lam  not 
aware,  but  he  intimated  to  the  house  that 
the  government,  had  told  Mr.  Laurie  to  exag- 
gerate the  cost  of  the  work  as  much  as  possible, 
retell  him  that  there  is  no  member  of  the  pre- 
sent administration  who  would  not  consider 
he  was  unworthy  of  his  position  if  he  was  ca- 
pable of  endeavouring  to  originate  a report 
that  would  mislead  the  Legislature.  What 
must  be  his  feeling  on  meeting  the  public  offi- 
cer from  whom  he  was  endeavoring  to  obtain 
a fallacious  statement.  I do  not,  however,  be- 
lieve that  the  hon.  member  ever  entertained 
such  an  impression  oftK  present  Administra- 
tion, and  I would  be  sc’ry  to  believe  that  the 
time  would  ever  come  when  this  House  would 
think  that  any  Government,  or  any  member 
of  it,  could  assume  a position  so  utterly  despi- 
cable. Mr.  Laurie,  knowing  how  anxious  the 
Government  were  to  carry  out  this  public 
work,  and  to  bring  its  expense  within  the 
smallest  compass  possible,  reported  as  follows 
— and  I am  now  reading  from  the  Journals  of 
1859: 

“ The  above  estimate  (£520,225)  includes  the 
4fH  miles  of  road  from  Truro  to  Aberorombie 
Point,  with  a branch  of  2^  miles  to  the  coal 
loading  ground,  also  wharf  and  ferry  accom- 
modation at  Pictou,  the  average  cost  being 
about  £12,000  per  mile.” 

It  will,  therefore,  he  seen  that  we  were  not 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  cost  of  railway  construc- 
tion. We  had  also  the  experience  of  the  pre- 
vious construction  of  railroads  in  this  country. 
We  knew  that  railways  were  luxuries  to  our 
cost.  We  had  the  figures  upon  our  Journals 
to  prove  that  the  railway  to  Windsor  had  cost 
over  £12,000  a mile.  Who  does  not  know  the 
difference  between  the  country  then  and  now? 
The  cost  of  living, — all  the  articles  that  en- 
hance the  price  of  labour— have  nearly  doub- 
led. The  house  will  understand  that  when 
the  government  considered  the  cost  of  our 
railway  to  Windsor,  and  the  fact  that  the 


line  to  Pictou  was  most  difficult  of  construc- 
tion, they  were  not  surprised  when  Mr. 
Laurie  stated  that  he  was  not  prepared 
to  put  down  the  expens  of  the  line  to  Pictou 
at  much  less  than  he  sta  d.  But  I shall  come 
to  the  facts  that  the  gov<  nment  bad  in  their 
own  possession  to  show  tuam  iwhat  their  road 
would  cost  the  people  of  this  country.  Ten- 
ders were  advertised  for  and.  they  came  in,  and 
on  the  Journals  of  the  house  wilfi be  found  the 
report  from  Mr.  Fleming,  than  which  no  pub- 
lic document  wa3  ever  more  grossly  misrenre- 
santed  than  it  was  yesterday.  Charity  com- 
pels me  to  think  that  the  hon.  member  had 
never  read  these  papers  over— but  that  he  had 
some  disappointed  railway  contractor  at  his 
elbow  who  had  not  been  able  himself  to  get 
possession  of  this  work ; for  otherwise  the  hon. 
member  would  never  have  presumed  to  make 
the  statements  he  did.  His  whole  argument, 
was  based  on  the  fallacy  that  the  specification, 
the  grades,  and  curves,  &c.,  contained  in  the 
report  of  Mr.  Flemiug  on  these  Journals,  was 
the  specification  upon  which  Mr.  Fleming’s 
original  estimate  was  made.  Bead  this  docu- 
ment and  you  will  find  the  state  of  the  case. 
In  (he  first  place,  the  law  was  carried  out 
which  wisely  requires  that  in  the  expenditure 
of  public  money  for  a great  public  work,  the 
bouse  should  have  the  knowledge  that  the  sum 
expended  from  the  treasury  is  as  small  as ‘pos- 
sible,— that  they  should  have  the  evidence  of 
fair  and  public  competition  of  what  the  work 
will  cost.  When  the  work  had  been,  put  up  to 
competition — when  the  tenders  were  in  our 
hands  and  we  were  in  possession  of  the  lowest 
that  the  engineer  could  advise  us  to  take,  Mr. 
Fleming  was  only  then  in  a position  to 
make  an  estimate  which  was  not  merely  hy- 
pothetical, but  one  that  the  data  in  his  hands 
enabled  him  to  make.  He  stated  that,  suppo- 
sing these  parties  could  perform  the  work  for 
the  sums  they  had  tendered,  the  road  would 
cost — the  materials  and  work,  which  are  out- 
side of  the  works  contemplated  in  these  ten- 
ders being  furnished  — $2,216,500.  The  house 
will  perceive  that,  with  the  various  classes  of 
work  thus  fixed  by  tender, — and  an  accurate 
knowledge  having  been  obtained  as  to  the  cost 
of  that  portion  of  the  work,  Mr.  Fleming  could 
easily  calculate  what  would  be  required  for 
the  bridges,  steam  ferry  at  Pictou,  etc.,  and  was 
able  to  give  to  the  government,  an  estimate, 
which  would  be  a very  close  approximation  to 
the  actual  expense  of  this  road.  Bub  this  was 
larger  than  we  desired,  and  we  therefore  asked 
him  if  it  were  not  possible  to  bring  the  cost  of 
the  road  within  two  millions  of  dollars.  In  re- 
ply to  this  enquiry,  Mr.  Fleming  informed  us 
that  the  road  contemplated  in  his  estimate 
would  be -of  a very  superior  character.  We, 
then,  told  him  that  we  would  be  satisfied  with 
a road  more  like  that  we  have  now,  if  he 
could  briDg  the  cost  to  $2,000,000.  Having 
been  thus'  called  upon,  he  subsequently  in- 
formed ns  that  he  had  made  changes  in  the 
specifications  — and  the  Journals  show  all 
these  alterations  in  width  of  road,  and  the 
grades,  and  curves  for  they  were  submitted  to 
the  Bouse,  are  here,  and  up  to  this  moment 
there  has  been  no  alteration.  When  Mr. 
Fleming  had  altered  the  road-bed,  the 
grades  and  curves  as  they  are  here  detail- 
ed, all  he  would  undertake  to  say,  having 
; the  best  possible  means  upon  which  to  form 
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judgment,  was  that  the  road  might  be  built 

for  a sum,  not  greatly  exceeding  two  mi  lions 
of  dollars”  That  was  the  position  of  the  ques- 
tion wh^n  we  brought,  it  before  the  house  last 
session  And  what  did  ’he  hon  member  say 
when  that  report  came  in?  Did  he  assume  upon 
these  data  upon  which  ho  lias  so  suddenly 
grown  wise,  »nd  unde -take  t'*  say  that  this 
road  could  be  built  for  $1,500,000?  N<\  sir,  but 
lie  put  a resolution  upon  1 he  Journals  of  this 
house,  declaring  that,  the  altered  location  of 
the  liuo  had  largely  increased  its  cost.  A ref- 
erence to  the  debates  will  show'  that  with  all 
this  information  in  his  hands,  instead  of  endea- 
voring to  intimate  that  the  road  could  be  built 
for  a small  sum,  lie  estimated  it  at  two  mil- 
fcions,  and  so  argued  upon  the  question  before 
the  house 

Imustlieie  draw  the  attention  of  the  hon 
member  to  the  fact  that,  he  is  unable  to  read 
English,  or,  knowing  how  to  do  so,  he  has  ta- 
ken a liberty  with  the  intelligence  of  this 
house  on  a great,  public  question,  such  as  no 
gentleman  ought  to  take.  In  Mr.  Fleming's 
detailed  estimate,  stating  the  amount,  required 
for  all  the.  services,  he  puts  down  $965,000  for 
the  section  tenders,  and.  theu  adds  an  allow- 
ance- of  $390,000  for  extras — foundations  of 
bridges,  road  crossings,  &c.,  and  iron  girders; 
and  the  hon  member  was  disingenuous  enough 
to  discuss  the  question  for  half  an  hour  as  to< 
whether  any  extras  should  be  allowed. — • 
This  paper  itself  showed  him  that  there 
was  not,  the  slightest  shadow  of  a support 
for  his  argument.  The  allowance  for  extras  on 
section  contracts  is  followed  by  a dash,  and 
then  these  extras  are  detailed  to  the  amount 
of  $390,000  as  follows: — Allowing  for  extras  on 
section  contracts,  foundations  to  bridges,  &c., 
road-crossings,  cattle-guards,  grading  for  sta- 
tions and  sidings,  &c.,  &c  , $250,000,  iron  gir- 
ders, $140,000;  making  a total  for  the  road  bed 
of  $1,355  000.  This  amount  of  $965,000  is  that 
for  all  the  section  contracts.  The  remaining 
articles  are  all  matters  of  calculation,  and  an 
approximate  estimate  brought,  the  cost  of  this 
road  up  to  $2,216,500;  and  the  government, 
therefore,  had  a right  to  believe  that,  this  esti- 
mate was  reliable.  As  the  main  body  of  the 
work  was  settled  by  the  tenders  actually  re- 
ceived, which  it  was  fair  to  presume  would  be 
sufficient.  The  Government  soon  found  that 
this  estimate  of  $965,000  was  based  upon  a fal- 
lacy, that  these  parties  could  carry  out  the 
work,  as  Mr.  Fleming  believed  they  could  for 
the  amounts  which  they  had  tendered.  The 
works  were  engaged  in,  and  whilst  they  were 
dragging  their  slow  length  along  what  hap- 
pened? After  having  paid  the  parties  in  full 
for  the  wTork  they  had  peformed,  you  have  three 
memorials  now  on  the  table  of  the  House  from 
Contractors  who  say  that,  under  these  con- 
tracts, they  had  lost  most  heavily.  The  first 
thing  that  occurred,  soon  after,  at  the  inception 
of  the  work  was  a visit  from  a deputation  of 
railway  contractors  to  the  Government.  And 
let  me  say  if  ever  there  was  a man 
disposed  to  assist  the  railway  contractors 
and  deal  with  them  most,  liberally  it  was 
Sanford  Fleming.  This  deputation  came  for- 
ward and  stated  that  so  great  was  the  cost 
and  dearth  of  labour  that  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  perform  their  work  for  the  amount 
they  had  stated.  Now  if  the  Engineer,  as  has 
been  insinuated,  bad  been  desirous  of  embar- 


rassing these  men,  wbat  would  be  have  told 
us  when  we  called  upon  him  to  advise  us? 
He  would  have  said:— “ You  must  hold  these 
men  to  their  contracts, it  is  their  own  business 
to  find  labour.”  However,  he  did  nothing  of 
the  sort ; he  advised  us  to  assume  the  great  re- 
sponsibility of  saying  to  these  men  that  we 
would  assist  them  to  the  extent  of  one-half  the 
eosr.  of  bringing  the  labour  into  the  country. 
Mr.  Fleming  said  : Your  great  object  is  to  get 
the  work  done  as  cheaply,  and  expeditiously 
as  possible,  but  unless  some  such  step  is  taken 
you  will  not  have  your  road  constructed  for 
years,  and  only  then  at  the  ruin  of  the  contrac- 
tors. Under  these  circumstances  ihe  Govern- 
ment assumed  the  great  responsibility  of  as- 
sisting tjje  contractors  to  obtain  labour  from 
other  countries.  This  went,  on  for  a while, 
and  the  next  thing  that  met  us  was  that  one  of 
the  most  energetic  and  industrious  contractors 
came  to  us  and  said,  the  payment  is  nor, 
enough;  the  money  is  not  in  the  work,  and 
unless  you  advauce  me  an  amount  beyond 
what  I*  am  entitled  to  I must  give  it  up.  On 
reference  to  the  Engineer  his  reply  was  that 
the  statement  made  by  the  contractor  was 
perfectly  correct,  and  that  the  advance  should 
be  given  in  order  to  relieve  him.  Then  the 
question  came  up  as  to  the  amount  that  should 
be  paid  to  another  contractor  for  an  al- 
teration which  was  proposed  to  he  made 
in  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  works.  Mr. 
Fleming  said:  The  amount  he  asks  for  making 
this  alteration  is  more  than  it  is  worth,  hut  his 
prices  are  lo  w and  so  unable  is  he"  to  complete 
his  contract  at  he  will  be  brought  "to  a stand- 
still if  no  rissisted,  and  I therefore  recommend 
you  to  give  it.  I do  not  know  what  impression 
this  statement  will  make  on  you,  but  I can  say 
that  it  led  the  government  to  believe  if  ever 
there  was  a man  in  this  country  who  was  anxi- 
ous to  assist  the  contractors  to  the  utmost 
of  his  ability,  he  was  the  Chief  Engineer. — 
The  matter  soon  came  to  a crisis.  One  of  the 
most  respe  table  contractors  came  to  the  gov- 
ernment a d said  that  though  he  had  exercis- 
ed the  gre  est  economy,  the  result  of  his  con- 
tract was  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  pay  out 
of  his  own  pocket  an  enormous  sum  of  money, 
in  order  to  pay  his  workmen  and 
that  he  was  ruined.  In  fact  he  threw  up  the 
contract.  We  then  tried  an  experiment.  We 
asked  the  Chief  Engineer  what  we  should  do, 
and  he  recommended  that  we  should  put  up 
this  section  (No.  7.)  again  to  competition,  and 
see  what  it  could  be  done  for.  The  result  soon 
convinced  us  that  if  we  accepted  the  lowest, 
tender,  which  was  much  higher  than  the  origi- 
nal contract,  all  the  other  contractors  would 
throw  up  their  contracts  that  they  might  have  a 
chance  of  receiving  a similar  advantage.  Again 
we  applied  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  his  ad- 
vice was  not  to  pursue  that  course  which  he 
thought  would  be  ruinous  to  the  government 
for  it  involved  such  an  enormous  addition  to 
the  cost  of  the  line,  but  to  take  the  work  into 
our  own  hands,  and  perform  it  wjth  our  own 
Engineers,  who  with  the  skill  they  would  be 
able  to  exercise  could  do  it  for  less  than  the 
parties  in  question.  Let  me  here  observe  that 
Mr.  Cameron,  very  early  in  the  contract,  said 
that  the  class  of  masonry  that  the  Chief  Engin- 
eer was  exacting  for  the  bridge  at.  New  Glas- 
gow was  of  such  a character  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  do  it  within  the  limits  of 
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the  amount  contracted  for ; and  you  have  now 
on  the  table  of  this  house  a memorial  from 
that  contractor,  also  from  Mr.  Grant  aD<l  Mr. 
McLeod,— all  of  them  energetic  men,  stating 
that  the  sum  of  money  which  they  were  to  rece- 
ive was  totally  inadequate,  and  that  they  had  to 
expend  largely  their  own  private  means.  With 
these  facts  before  them  what,  were  the  Govern- 
ment called  upon  to  do?  They  felt  that  they 
had  only  one  course  to  pursue,  and  that  was, 
as  the  contractors  were  unable  togo  on,  to  call 
unon  the  Chief  Engineer  to  report  upon  the 
whole  condition  of  this  work;  to  stafe  what 
had  been  done;  how  much  remained;  what 
prospect  there  was  of  having  the  line  con- 
structed within  a reasonable  period.  His  re- 
ply was  that  years  must  elapse  before  the 
country  could  get  the  benefit,  of  this  work,  and 
found  that  it  was  only  by  the  government  co- 
ming in  and  taking  hold  of  it  themselves  that 
the  Province  could  be  relieved  from  the  old 
story  of  having  to  pay  heavy  claims  for  extras. 
I ask  this  house  did  that,  or  did  it  not  throw 
upon  the  government  a solemn  and  serious  re- 
sponsibility? Had  not  the  government  the 
knowledge  that  the  law,  had  been  complied 
with  in  its  letter  and  spirit— that  all  that 
could  be  done  to  assist  the  contractors  • had 
been  done — that  the  result  had  been  to  prove 
that  the  country  must  pay  a large  sum  unless 
speedy  measures  were  taken  to  prevent-  it? 
Were  we  not  justified  under  such  circumstan- 
ces in  pursuing  the  course  we  did?  The  lead- 
er of  the  Opposition  said  that  it  was  a viola- 
tion of  law.  Re  stated  that  the  contract  was 
made  in  violation  of  law.  Sir,  I hold  under 
my  hand  acoutract  made  when  our  Railways 
were  formerly  built,  and  when  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  were  in  power — when  this 
house  contained  some  of  the  first  minds  of  this 
country.  The  contract  which  we  made  with 
these  Srnen  was  precisely  similar  and  had  re- 
ceived the  approval  of  the  la  se.  for  it  had 
to  ae»  brought  here  and  hadfnot-  be  condemned. 
And  what-  did  it  provide?  That  if  the  work  is 
not  carried  on  according  to  contract— if  it,  can- 
not be  finished  within  the  time  specified,  it 
shall  be  relet?  No.  Under  that  contract  the 
Government  can  take  possession  of  the  works 
and  can  carry  them  to  completion  in  such  a man- 
ner as  they  themselves  may  decide.  I ask  you 
now  had  i not  reason  to  look  with  suspicion 
on  the  hon.  gentleman  when  he  refused  the 
courtesy  we  asked  him  to  extend  to  the  first 
Crown  Officer  of  the  country,  and  raised  this 
question  of  law  and  assailed  this  instrument 
he  had  drawn  in  his  absence. 

For  tne  reasons  given  the  Government  did 
undertake  the  work,  and  the  country  knew  it. 
No  sooner  had  they  assumed  that  responsibil- 
ity than  a qerfaiu  part  of  the  Press  of  this 
country,  supporting  the  Opposition,  did  all  it 
could  to  obstruct,  them.  The  people  were  told 
that,  the  Government  were  squandering  the 
public  money  right  and  left,  and  that  the  work 
must  cost  at  least  three  millions  of  dollars  I 
can  easily  understand  the  disappointment,  that 
certain  gentlemen  felt  that  the  government 
did  not  pursue  the  course  in  question.  It 
would  would  have  been  so  eminently  satisfac- 
tory to  have  beeu  able  to  confront  the  govern- 
ment with  the  argument  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  session  that  the  Pictou  Railway 
was  to  cost  three  millions,  and  that  it  was  there- 
fore impossible  to  build  the  Windsor  and  An- 


napolis Railway.  It  was  of  course  a great  dis- 
appointment, that  all  their  hope  of  making  po- 
litical capital  was  destroyed  by  the  new  ar- 
rangement which  the  government  had  been 
able  to  make  in  ihe,  interests-  of  the  province. 
The  government,  under  these  circumstances, 
agreed  with  Mr.  Fleming  to  invest  him,  (as 
any  government  must,  invest  the  person  who 
is  Chief  Engineer)  with  all  but  supreme  autho- 
rity to  carry  forward  the  undertaking,  on  the 
agreement,  that  ir,  would  be  completed  uot  for 
the  amount  he  had  stated  on  the  inurnals — 
a sum  not,  greatly  to  exceed  $2,000,000— but  for 
the  amount  of  his  original  estimate,  $2,210.- 
500,  iu  view  of  the  altered  condition  of  things. 
What  was  the  reason  for  this  advance?  That 
the  prices  upon  which  the  first  estimate  was 
made  had  proved  an  entire  failure — that  only 
half  the  time  was  left  to  perform  the  saute 
amount  of  work,  and  many  untorseen  difficul- 
ties had  arisen.  The  government  believed 
that  they  were  acting  in  conformity  with  the 
best  interests  of  the  country,-,  and  considered 
them  only,  when,  under  these  circumstances, 
they  made  this  arrangement  with  the  Chief 
Engiueer,  as  wiil  be  found  fully  detailed  in 
the  papers  before  you.  We  then  round  oursel- 
ves iu  this  position.  We  bad  confidence  in  Mr. 
Fie  >dng— we  believed  in  his  skill  and  integrity 
— and  down  to  the  present  hour  we  continue 
to  have  that  confidence  in  that  gentleman;  but 
we  felt  that  when  we  came  to  the  Legislature 
and  stated  that  we  would  be  able  to  build  the 
road  for  the  sum  mentioned,  we  would  be  im- 
mediately met  by  gentlemen  opposite  bringing 
forward  calculations  to  prove  that  when  the 
work  was  done  the  cost  would  be  more  than 
the  most  extravagant  person  had  estimated. 
Looking  at  the  fact  that  we  had  only  the  pro 
fessional  character  of  Mr.  Fleming  as  a guar- 
antee that  the  work  would  be  done  for  the  sum 
stated;  that  there  were  obstructions  offered 
to  the  construction  of  the  work,  we  saw  that  it 
was  necessary  we  should  change  the  plan. 
Every  body  knows  that  a private  contractor 
can  save  money  where  a government  must 
lose.  We  therefore  said  to  Mr.  Fleming, 
what  will  you  do  the  work  for  as  a contractor. 
We  must  bind  you  by  your  specification— the 
road  must  be  the  same  you  agreed  to  build,  it 
must  have  every  grade,  every  curve  as  you 
have  laid  it  down  in  your  report  a year  ago. 
Mr.  Fleming  after  consideration  agreed  to  ac- 
cept the  offer,  and  everybody  Knows  that  these 
matters  form  subjects  of  careful  arid  anxious 
deliberation  from  day  to  day,  and  the  fact  that 
a paper  bears  a particular  date  does  not  indi- 
cate ’hat  a matter  has  been  hastily  concluded. 
Mr.  Fleming  answered  that,  he  would  bind 
himself  to  do  tire  work  for  $100,000  less  than 
he  had  agreed  to  perform  it  as  a government 
Engineer.  What  would  have  beeu  our  posi- 
tion if  we  had  hesitated  to  close  upon  such 
terms.  Here  was  .«  mode  by  which  the 
work  | could  be  well  and  quickly  exe- 
cuted, under  which  no  question  of  Ex- 
tras could  arise.  We  had  for  our  guidance 
the  cost,  of  the  Windsor  line,  Mr.  Laurie’s  Es- 
timate of  the  Pictou  Hue,  Mr.  Fleming’s  ov\  n 
Estimate,  and  the  facts  which  had  arisen  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of  ’he  line 
under  tender  aud  contract;  in  fact,  we  had 
everything  that  could  lead  us  to  a correct  con- 
elusion,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  if  we  had  never  submitted  the  question  to 
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an  engineer,  we  liad  sufficient  data  before  us 
to  enable  us  tofortn  an  independent  judgment, 
and  to  assure  us  that  we  could  coino  here  and 
ask  the  approval  of  our  most  bitter  political 
opponent  for  all  we  bad  done.  We  had,  how- 
ever, an  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  govern- 
ment who  does  not  occupy  the  despicable  po- 
sition that  the  hon.  member  would  have  the 
house  suppose. 

This  Province  is  Mr.  McNab’s  adopted  coun- 
ty, and  he  had  been  drawn  to  it  by  the  dearest 
tie  that  can  attract  a man.  Having  placed  be- 
fore the  government  the  credentials  that  he 
possessed — most  conclusive  evidence  of  his  en- 
gineering talent  and  of  his  integrity, — we  offer- 
ed him  a position  as  engineer  on  the  Piotou 
Line.  He  respectfully  declined  it,  stating  that 
his  object  was  not  to  take  any  such  position. 
He  was  living  here,  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Par- 
ley, who  filled  the  important  position  of  In- 
spection of  Bridges,  received  an  offer  of  a bet- 
ter situation,  which  he  accepted.  Mr.  McNab 
was  appointed  to  the  position  vacated  by  Mr. 
Perley,  and  acted  as  government  engineer  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  government  and 
to  the  great  advantage  of  the  Proviuce.  His 
Reports  which  have  been  laid  on  the  table 
show  that  he  discharged  his  duties  with  an 
assiduity  and  ability  such  as  his  credentials 
gave  us  reason  to  expect  and  which  led  the  go- 
vernment to  place  the  utmost  confidence  in 
his  sound  judgment  and  integrity.  When  there- 
fore the  Government  were  called  upon  to  deal 
with  this  matter,  they  felt  it  would  be  right  if 
they  availed  themselves  of  the  best  Engineer- 
ing talent  they  could  find.  Mr.  McNab  had 
never  any  connection  with  Mr.  Fleming,  and 
I am  not  aware  that  he  was  personally  ac- 
quainted with  him  up  to  the  time  these  papers 
were  placed  in  his  hands.  The  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  tells  you  that  he  will  try  Mr.  Mc- 
Nab’s report  by  Mr.  Laurie,  by  Mr.  Fleming, 
and  by  himself,  and  in  all  cases  it  must  be 
condemned.  I tell  you  if  he  will  take  the 
trouble  to  read  Mr.  McNab’s  report  line  by 
line  he  will  find  that  he  has  attempted  to  do 
that  gentleman  a degree  of  injustice  that  is 
rarely  witnessed  in  times  of  the  fiercest  politi- 
cal strife.  The  hou.  member  rests  his  whole 
case  upon  a mis-statement,  as  I could 
have  shown,  if  he  had  allowed  me.  I 
tell  the  house  that  I can  hardly  believe  the 
hou  genthmen  pursued  the  reckless  course  he 
did  through  pure  ignorance,  for  it  looked  more 
as  if  he  was  doing  it  advisedly  for  the  purpose 
of  misleading  gentlemen  here.  In  the  first 
place  he  stated  there  was  not  time  to  make  the 
report.  Mr.  McNab  was  not  called  upon  to 
survey  the  Pictou  railway,  but  bad  placed  ia 
his  hands  by  the  railway  department  all  the 
data  required  to  form  a judgment-  The  work 
he  had  to  perform  did  not  require  much  time, 
but  could  be  done  in  a few  days.  Would  any 
one  hint  that  the  data*in  the  office  upon  which 
these  calculations  are  founded’  are  all  wrong 
and  fallacious? — that  with  a degree  of  cunning 
and  dishonesty  that  could  scarcely  bear  a pa 
rallel,  this  public  servant  has  betrayed  his 
trust— has  been  scheming  to  benefit  himself? 
Are  we  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Fleming  and  every- 
engineer  on  the  line  have  been  engaged 
in  a nefarious  plot  to  rob  the  treasury, 
in  order  to  benefit  a single  individual? 
We  must  either  believe  this,  or  that  these 
papers  are  reiiable.  The  hon.  member  knows 


that  assuming,  as  we  were  prepared  to  as- 
sume, that  these  documents  in  the  Railway 
Department  were  correct,  what  had  Mr.  Mc- 
Nab to  do?  It  was  not^a  matter  of  years  or 
weeks,  but  one  that  an  able  Engineer  could 
dispose  of  very  shortly  with  the  facts  thus 
furnished  to  his  hands. 

Now  let  me  turn  your  attention  to  the  work  it- 
self and  see  whether  the  hou.  member  is  in  a pcsi 
tion  to  make  such  reckless  statements  as  he  made 
yesterday.  He  told  you*  that  Mr  McNab  had  cor- 
rected Mr.  Fleming's  -estimate  of  $1  355,000  by 
adding  $2  >9,736  and  that  as  $965,000  of  that  sum 
was  hied  by • the  tenders,  Mr  McNab  actually  dif- 
fered with  Mr  Fleming  on  an  estimate  of  $390;COO, 
to  the  extent  of  $219,736  He  contend*  d that  Mr 
McNab  proved  that  Mr  Fleming  was  wrong  in  his 
ca'culations  on  $390,000  to  the  extent  of  $219  736 
He  ba^ed  his  entire  case  upon  that.  If  there 
had  been  the  slightest  ground  for  such  an 
assertion  he  might  have  had  some  reason  to 
declare  him  incompetent.  I have  already^ 
shown  you  that  the  story  of-  the  -extras  of 
which  he  spoke  was  entirely  inaccurate.  NtSw 
wha  are  the  facts  of  the  matter  before  us?  Mr. 
IvcNab’s  report  was  based,  as  a reference  to  it 
shows,  on  the  same  materials  on  which  Mr  Flem- 
ing made  his  original  estimate.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man went  on  to  show  you  that  Mr  McNab  had  ad- 
ded to  the  cost  of  the  superstructure.  Engineering 
of  everything  in  fact,  end  what  then?  in  tbefilvst 
item  the  hon  member  asserts  that  he  had  increased 
Mr  Fleming’s  estimate  by  $219,736,  and  then  in- 
creased everything  else — what  then  is  the  total 
amount?  Mr  McNab’s  report  shows  you  that -the 
total  increase  over  Mr  Fleming’s  estimate  is  $69,- 
232!  Yet  the  ex  Attorney  General  under  took  to 
tell  this  country  that  in  one  item  alone  Mr  McNab 
had  exceeded  Mr  Fleming’s  estimate  of  $390,000 
by  $219,736.  All  that  the  hon  member  had  to  do 
was  to  add  up  the  figures,  and  look  at  the  items. 
He  would  have  seen  that  in  Mr  McNab’s  estimate 
of  $1,574,736—  as  he  stated  in  his  report— ail  the 
contingencies  are  included,  while  in  vlr  Fleming’s 
estimate  the  sums  are  given,  with  $201,000  ad- 
ded at  the  bottom  for  contingencies.  Yet  with  all 
these  facts  before  him  the  hon  gentleman  attempt- 
ed to  mislead  the  House,  although  he  had  Mr. 
McNab’s  statement  before  him,  that  this  total  in- 
crease was  but  $69,332.  Do  I require  another 
word.  Suppose  Mr  McNab  had  increased  this 
amount  by  $219,736,  would  he  have  had  no  data  to 
go  upon  ? When  the  government  asked  for  tern, 
ders  for  the  road,  they  not  only  asked  for  those 
for  sections  of  5>  miles,  but  for  the  whole  line — 
knowing  very  well  that  were  all  thecontractsin  the 
hand  of  one  man  of  skill,  he  might  save  money,- 
when  the  same, if  divided  among  a number  of  indi- 
viduals, might  l uin  the  whole  of  them.  We  received 
tenders  from  persons  who  had  built,  many  milts  of 
railway,  who  had  any  amount  of  capital  at  their 
command,  but  the  lowest  tender  from  these  per- 
sons— a Canadian — was  $ 1 ,049  770  instead  ol  $965,- 
500  the  amount  of  the  section  tenders.  The  hou 
member  seemed  to  think  that  a gross  injustice  had 
been  done  to  Messrs  Gordon  & Co  because  they. 
had  not  been  abowed  to  secure  the  work.  If  he 
had  lo  'ked  at  the  papers  be  held  in  his  hand,  he 
would  have  hesitated  before  making  such  a state- 
ment, for  they  woutd  have  shown  him  thatGordon 
& Co., — very  respectable  men  who  had  not  only 
the  means  to  do  this  work  efficiently,  but  were  as- 
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sisted  by  th3  best  contracting  skill  in  the  country 
— asked  for  the  work,  estimated  at  $965,500,  the 
sum  of  $1  202,480.  So  supposing  Mr  McNab  had 
added  $219  000  for  that  portion  of  the  work,  he 
would  still  have  been  lower  than  the  estimate  of- 
fered by  men  well  qualified  to  jndgr-  and  very 
anxious  to  obtain  the  contract  Mr  D Cameron 
m<t  only  tendered  f >r  sectious  but  for  the  whole 
line,  and  what  do  v * » u think  was  the  amount.  <.{' 
his  "her?  No  less  than  $1,273  850  The  result.  <>f 
this  would  have  beeu  that,  the  work  would  have 
C'-st  the  province  $1  663  850  for  what  Mr  Fleming 
• ti  mated  at  $1,355,000. 

The  hot)  member  says  that  Mr  McNab  proves  to 
the  satisfaction  o-f  ever)  one  that  Mr  Fleming  must 
ruin  himself.  Will  the  hon  member  refuse  to  read 
the  report  in  his  hand  ? Mr  McNab  draws  the  at' 
teution  of  the  government  to  the  fact  that  con- 
tracts which  might  ruin  individuals,  might  be  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  by  one  man  who  has  science 
a id  skill.  Not  only  so,  but  be  pointed  out  that 
whilst  $2,216  51  0 was  Mr  Fleming’s  estimate,  it 
was  not  the  work  which  that  gentleman  had  un- 
dertaken to  perform  for  $2,116,500,  as  the  charac- 
ter of  the  load  had  been  altered.  He  showed 
clearly  how  the  government  could  subserve  the 
interests  of  this  country  and  yel  enable  Mr  Flem- 
ing to  be  able  to  carry  on  this  work  to  a success 
im  completion.  Remember,  too,  in  considering 
the  matier  that  we  have  asked  Mr  Fleming,  not- 
withstanding the  failure  t-f  former  contractors  to 
do  the  wor  k iu  half  the  time  the  original  contrac- 
tors had.  The  very  measures  that  Mr  Fleming 
detailed  as  being  requisite  that  he  should  at  once 
take  in  order  to  accomplish  the  determination 
that  the  people  should  as  soon  as  possible  obtain 
the  road — those  very  recommendations  proved  to 
the  House  that  a large  outlay  over  the  contract 
prices  would  have  to  be  incurred  that  theTime  lost 
might  be  regained.  The  failure  of  the  contractors 
to  do  the  work  within  the  prices  of  their  tenders, 
the  limited  time  m which  to  finish  ihe  line,  and  the 
additional  expense  incurred  by  the  delay,  were 
acts  that  obliged  Mr  Fleming  to  tell  us  that  he 
could  not  undertake  the  contract  for  less  than 
$•2,116  500.  Then  there  is  the  matter  of  slides  and 
contingencies  of  various  kinds.  Since  Mr  Flem- 
ing assumed  the  contract,  thousands  of  dollars 
will  have  to  be  expended  in  the  removal  of  slides, 
all  of  which  were  unprovided  for  in  the  original 
e-tiuiate.  Mr  Me Nao  had  also  the  advantage  of 
knowing  that  the  whole  of  the  rails,  chairs  and 
iron  girders  had  been  ordered  and  therefore  could 
tell  very  nearly  what  the  superstructure  would  cost 
I asked  the  reasou  why  he  bad  increased  the  cost  of 
engineering?  Because,  his  reply  was,  I find  that 
$oO,U0P  was  estimated  for  this  service;  of  this  $36,- 
000  has  already  been  paid  and  half  the  work  is  not 
finished.  .Now  I asa  whether  the  government,  in 
reviewing  these  facts,  had  reason  to  discredit  Mr. 
McNab’s  report.  There  is  not  a line  of  it  which 
sta  i genuous  man  can  take  up  without  having  a 
conviction  come  over  him.  that  it  is  based  on  sub- 
stantial facts. 

One  of  the  points  for  which  Mr  McNab  is  not 
responsible,  but  the  Government,  is  the  absence  of 
sureties.  Tbe  hon  member  in  addressing  the 
House  said — and  I am  glad  to  find  in  the 
whole  of  hia  speech  one  small  matter  which  I can 
corroborate — that  if  we  had  required  Mr  Fleming 
to  give  tureties,  it  would  have  cost  him  $50,000. 

14 


He  has  given  the  reason  why  we  did  not  require 
these  sureties.  He  was  quite  right  iu  saying  that 
no  man  would  become  surety  for  such  a work  un- 
less he  was  paid  2£ per  cent  Mr  Fleming  was 
quite  prepared  to  give  sureties,  but  he  told  us  this. 

I put  this  amount  at  the  lowest  figure  I can  do  it 
for;  if  you  wish  sureties  I will, give  you  some  of 
th-  most,  responsible  men  iu  British  America,  hut 
f shall  have  to  add  to  the  contract  the  amount 
they  will  cost  me.  I have  yet  to  learn  what  the 
value  of  sureties  is;  I believed  then  as  now  that  to 
have  added  that  $50  000  to  the  contract  would 
have  been  to  throw  money  away  without  having 
any  better  security  for  the  performance  of  the 
work.  As  it  is  now,  we  have  the  work-in  the  hands- 
of  the  original  engineer  who  will  have  no  possible 
claim  to  extras,  and  who  is  obliged  to  leave  a suffi- 
cient amount  of  money  in  our  hands  for  the  pror- 
tection  of  the  public  interests. 

The  hon  member  says  that  the  masonry  was  not 
provided  for — no  plans  of  the  bridges  and  mason- 
ry. I tell  him  that  the  contract  points  out  in  so 
many  words  that  Mr  Fleming  should  build  the 
work  in  accordance  with  his  own  specification  in 
the  journals  and  that  the  plans  and  specifications  of 
the  masonry  were  all  made.  He  cannot  lower  a 
grade,  alter  a curve,  or  the  width  of  an  embank- 
ment or  a cutting.  The  bridges  are  established  by 
plans,  and  the  description  of  the  work  is  also  pro- 
vided for — indeed,  of  so  high  a character  is  it  that 
the  contractors  declared  it  would  ruin  them.  Now 
Mr.  Fleming  is  bound  to  build  the  work  accord- 
ing to  the  original  specification,  as  well  as  to  have 
masonry  just  as  superior  as  he  required  from  the 
other  contractors  N,ot  only  is  the  character  of 
the  masonry  provided  for,  and  established  by  the 
work  already  performed,  but  an  order  has  been 
given  to  a Mechanical  Engineer  in  England  for  the 
rails  and  girds — his  instructions  being  to  accept  on- 
ly best  quality  of  material  and  the  most  superior 
workmanship.  Therefore,  if  Mr  Fleming  was  ao-> 
tually  desirous  of  slighting  tbe  work,  it  is  out  of 
his  power  to  do  so.  He  is  bound  to  perform  the 
work  in  the  most  efficient  manner  by  the  terms  of 
his  contract,  and  especially  by  that  part  which 
stipulates  that  it  must  be  done  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  equal  to  the  style  in  all 
respects  he  had  exacted  from  others. 

The  hon  member  also  referred  to  tbe  ballasting, 
of  the  road;  that  part  of  the  work  is  very  difficult. 
It  will  require,  I am  instructed,  to  be  carried  for 
fifteen  and  twenty  miles,  and  the  engineer,  in 
making  bis  estimate  has  gone,  in  point  of  efficien- 
cy, beyond  anything  that  has  been  done  in  this 
country.  I am  instructed  that  under  the  specifi- 
cation made  with  Mr  Fleming  we  shall  have  a road 
10.  per  eent  superior  to  any  that  exists  in  this  pro- 
vince. We  knew,  I must  add,  that  when  we  made 
this  contract  with  Mr  Fleming  we  had  one  great 
guarantee  for  the  efficiency  of  the  road  ; we  have- 
not  only  the  engineering  staff  to  inspect  its  pro- 
gress, but  every  man  who  has  been  disappointed 
in  the  matter  of  contracts  for  the  line  will  exercise 
the  closest  vigilence  over  the  character  of  the 
w«rk,  and  if  anything  is  slighted  we  shall  soon 
hear  of  it. 

There  is  only  one  other  point  to  which  I.  wish, 
to  refer.  We  have  not  only  complied  with  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  law,  but  we  have  in  addi- 
tion these  contracts,  which  enabled  us  to  take  . 
this  very  course — and  which  placed  it  within  the  * 
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discretion  of  the  governmeat  in  case  of  failure  of 
contractors  to  carry  the  work  to  completion  'in 
aflf  way  we  pleased.  The  hon  gentleman  says 
that  this  is  going  to  establish  a most  fatal  prece- 
dent, and  though  he  has  no  fears  of  what  may  hap- 
pen under  our  immediate  "successors,  he  stands 
agnast  at  the  contemplation  of  the  consequences 
that  may  result  when  our  great  grand  children 
will  have  charge  of  public  affairs.  But  is  there 
anything  novel  in  the  course  pursued.  From  the 
first  hour  that  railways  were  undertaken  in  this 
country,  the  original  contracts  stipulated  that  the 
moment  the  contractors  failed  to  carry  out  their 
engagements,  the  government  were  in  a condition 
to  step  in,  discharge  them  from  one  end  of  the  line 
to  the  other,  and  to  finish  the  work  as  they 
thought  proper.  1 ask  the  hon.  member  if  it  has 
not  been  the  practice  on  our  railways  from  the 
first  to  give  out  thousands  of  dollars  by  private 
contract.  I can  go  back,  if  the  hon.  member 
vt  ntures  to  question  my  statement,  and  point  to 
page  upon  page  of  the  Journals,  in  proof  of  the 
fact  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  have 
been  expended  in  this  country  without  there  being 
any  puplic  tender.  Under  the  arrangements 
irom  the  very  commencement  of  our  rail- 
way works  the  railway  engineer  could  exercise 
the  discretion  of  showing  to  the  Commissioner  or 
Government  the  advisability  nf  giving  to  A B or  C 
so  much  work  for  so  many  thousand  pounds, and  it 
was  done  upon  their  approval.  In  view  of  such 
facts  I am  not  surprized  that  the  hon  gentleman 
should  refuse  to  extend  the  courtesy  that  was 
asked  of  him  yesterday — of  giving'  the  Attorney 
General  an  opportunity  of  being  present.  I am 
proud  to  know  that  the  Government  stand  on  this 
question  in  a position  that  renders  the  absence  of 
my  hon  and'learned  friend  entirely  unnecessary 
— in  a position  that  enables,  them  to  ask  confident- 
ly the  countenance  and  support  of  not  only  those 
who  ordinarily  support  them,  but  of  those  whoop- 
pose  them.  We  can  call  upon  gentlemen  not  to 
fend  for  party  purposes  themselves  to  the  support 
of  a resolution  like  that  before  the  House-^ 
not  to  mind  the  temporary  dissatisfaction  that 
may  exist  in  Pietou,  for  it  must  yield  to 
the  force  of  the  real  faets  of  this  ques 
tion.  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
public  man  who  comes  forward  at  a public  crisis 
like  the  present,  and  supports  a reso  ution  like 
this,  assumes  a heavy  responsibility,  for  if  it 
passed  the  house,  it  would  break  down  the  pre- 
vious practice,  and  prevent  goverments  from  grap- 
pling with  those  great  questions  that  must  neces- 
sarily come  up  in  the  discharge  of  that  public 
duty,  from  independently  discharging  their  duty, 
and  from  saving  the  country  large  expenditures 
and  losses. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  arrangement  was  kept 
for  many  weeks  from  the  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try. Did  not  the  explanation  I gave  the  other 
day  on  this  point  recommend  itself  to  the  good 
sense  of  this  House.  We  w,ere  forced  to  take  the 
course  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Government 
were  engaged  in  making  the  most  favorable  ar- 
rangements they  eould  with  the  contractors  and 
preventing  the  public  money  being  sacrificed. 
Does  it  not  commend  itself  to  every  gentleman  of 
dispassionate  judgment,  that  at  a time  when  we 
were  thus  engaged,  it  would  have  been  most  pre* 
judicial  to  the  public  interests  had  we  gone  to  the 


house-tops  proclaiming  the  fact  that  Mr  Fleming 
had  obtained  this  contract.  Did  not  the  Govern- 
ment take  the  very  first  opportunity  in  the  face 
of  Parliament  of  giving  full  explanations  on  the 
question?  I constantly  meet  with  gentlemen  who 
have  been  always  opposed  tome,  and  am  gratified 
to  find  that  they  warmly  approve  of  the  course 
that  has  been  pursued,  as  one  that  was  most  con- 
ducive to  the  interests  of  this  country.  I believe 
that  this  sentiment  which  prevailed  outside  with 
some  insignificant  and  unworthy  exceptions  will 
find  itself  re  echoed  in  the  Legislature.  I am  quite 
a ware  of  the  great  difficulty  that  gentlemen  have 
to  get  a question  on  which  to  oppose  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I feel  that  there  is  great  excuse  for 
them,  although  they  do  assume  such  an  untenable 
ground,  when  they  attempt  to  convince  the  peo- 
ple that  there  is  an  Opposition  in  this  countiy  and 
that  it  has  actually  a leader . 

I cannot  believe,  however,  that  there  can  he 
found  any  number  of  gentlemen  in  this  House  who 
are  prepared  to  place  upon  our  journals  a resolu- 
tion wh'ch  implies  that  it  cannot^find  public  men 
of  honour  and  integrity,  in  whom  the  country  can 
place  confidence  and  to  whose  keeping  it  can  en- 
trust the  public  interests  of  the  country.  Having 
in  this  matter  in  strict  conformity  with  law  and 
previous  practice  secured  the  prompt  and  efficient 
completion  of  this  great  work  at  a much  less  cost 
to  the  country  than  was  anticipated  or  expected,  we 
confidently  rely  upon  the  cordial  support  and  ap- 
proval of  this  House. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  17th. 

The  House  met  at  11  o’clock,  and  resolved 
itself  into  Committe  on  Bills  in  which  the  fol- 
lowing bills  were  passed:— The  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Washington  Pier  and  M arbor  Com- 
pany, the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ophir  Mining 
Company,  and  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Merigomish  Coal  Mining  Company. 

The  Committee  adjourned  and  reported. 

The  bills  relative  to  the  sale  of  school  lands, 
at  Horton,  Digby,  Truro  and  Onslow,  were 
read  a second  time  and  referred.  A Iso,  the 
bill  concerning  a system  of  Sewerage  in  the 
city  of  alifax.  The  bill  relative  to  Commis- 
sioners of  Streets  in  Antigonish,  and  the  bill 
to  incorporate  Wallace  Lodge  of  Good  Tem- 
lars,  also  bills  relating  to  the  City  and  County 
of  Halifax. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  presented  two  petitions 
from  Musquodobit  on  the  subject  of  Educa- 
tion. 

Bon.  Mr.  Shannon  introduced  a bill  to 
amend  the  act  concerning  the  City  of  Halifax. 

Mr.  Lawkence  presented  a petition  for 
change  of  post,  route.  Also  a petition  tor  the 
increase  of  a Post  Master’s  salary  Also  a 
petition  for  a daily  mail  to  Avondale.  Also 
four  petitions  against  Confederation,  after 
which  the  house  adjourned  till  Monday  at  3 
o’clock. 


Monday,  March  19. 
The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Coffin  presented  a petition  for  the 
removal  of  river  obstructions. 

Mr  S.  Campbell  presented  a petition  from 
GuysboroJ  for  a daily  mail. 
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Mr.  Hebe  presented  a petition  from  Dr. 
Jamieson  and  other  inhabitants  of  Chester  in 
favor  of  the  continuance  of  the  court  of  Sessions, 
at  Chester 

Mr.  Kay  presented  a petition  for  post  office 
accommodation. 

Mr.  McLelan  presented  two  petitions  for 
the  separation  of  the  sale  of  groceries  from  that 
of  liquor. 

Mr  Colin  Campbell  presented  a petition, 
asking  that  road  monies  to  the  amount  of  $248, 
which  had  been  lost  in  transmission  through  the. 
post  office  to  Digby,  be  refunded.  Me  sa  d that 
investigation  had'  beeu  made,  and  were  being 
made  t > v the  post-  office  committee,  but  that  the 
only  question  before  the  committee  was  as  to 
who  should  refund  the  money  to  the  government 
11 : appealed  to  the  House  on  behalf  of  the  poor 
persons,  who  had  been  deprived  of  these  means, 
and  contended  that  as  the  funds  had  not  passed 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  government  officials,  they 
should  be  refunded  out  of  the  treasury. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  suggested  that  this 
matter  be  referred  to  the  post  office  committee. 

Mr.  C.  Campbell  contended  that  the  subject 
was  notone  with  which  that  committee  could  deal. 

Mr.  Locke  said  he  understood  that  a rule  had 
been  adopted  to  prevent  the  transmission  of 
monies  in  such  a way. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  the  remittance 
having  been  made  at  the  request  of  the  parties 
entitled  to  draw  the  money,  they  were  those  upon 
whom  the  loss  should  fall. 

Mr  Lon  a ley  remarked  that  the  practice  in 
the  Receiver  General’s  office  had  been  to  pay  the 
road  monies  upon  the  order  of  the  commissioner. 

Mr.  C.  Campbell  said  that  there  was  no  re- 
ceipt for  the  money  in  the  office.  It  had  been 
remitted  by  the  Receiver  General,  and  had  never 
reached  its  destination.  He  therefore  held  that 
the  Government  were  bound  to  repay  the  money 
that  was  lost  in  the  hands  of  their  officials. 

Mr.  Ann  and  remarked  that  a distinction 
should  be  drawn,  as  was  contended  for  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Digby,  between  the  transmission  of 
money  by  private  persons  and  by  Government.  - 
A rule  against  remittances  of  this  kind  had  been 
made  by  the  late  government. 

The  papers  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Office  affairs. 

Mr.  McLelan  presented  a petition  from 
Tatamagoucfie  on  the  subj  ct  of  education. 

Mr  Kaolback  introduced  a petition  of  90  in- 
habitants of  New  Ross  against  h lving  their  district 
cut  off  from  Lunenburg  township  and  attached  to 
Chester  township  He  said  hi<  object  was  to  be 
governed  by  the  wishes  and  interests  of  Chester 
township,  and  before  he  moved  for  the  sec,nd 
readingof  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Chester  Session 
he  would  endeavor  to  satisfy  himself  that  it  was 
for  the  true  interests  and  wishes  of  the  majority 
of  that  township.  Tho  petition  presented  to-Jay. 
although  not  enrr  isted  to  him,  was,  from  the 
signatures  attached  to  it,  worthy  of  great  con- 
sideration. He  teltsome  embarassment  in  acting 
in  a matter  in  which  there  wa3  such  a diversity 
of  opinion  among  a large  section  of  his  constitu- 
ents 


PROCLAMATION  TO  MILITIA. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table,  by 
command  6f  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor, a copy  of  the  Proc’amation  made  by  the 
Commander-in-Chifcf,  calling  out  the  Mi  itia  of 
the  Province,  and  in  so  doing  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

“ Resolved , That  this  House  cordially  approves 
of  the  action  of  His  Excellency  the  Commander- 
ia-Chief  in  calling  out  the  militia  as  stated  in  the 
proclamation  now  laid  on  the  table,  and  will  pro^ 
vide  for  any  expense  required  for  the  adequate 
protection  of  the  Province.'” 

Re  said  the  condition  of  this  Province  in  rela- 
tion to  its  local  defence  had  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  Government  and  the  Imp  rial  authorities 
for  a considerable  pei  iod.  It  was  of  recent  date, 
however,  owing  to  circumstances  to  which  he 
need  not  particalaily  allude,  because  they  were 
familiar  to  every  member — owing  to  the  fact  that 
a large  body  of  lawless  men  were  openly  and  pub- 
licly, in  the  heart  of  the  adjoining  Republic, 
threatening  the  securiiies,  the  rights  and  liberties, 
of  the  people  of  British  North  America— that  the 
subject  ha  1 come  to  be  one  of  immediate  import- 
ance. Circumstances  connected  with  the  body  to 
which  he  referred  had  led  parties  through  ut  Bri- 
tish America  to  treat  without  much  regard  many 
of  those  threats  of  hostility ; many  of  their  pro- 
ceedings having  assumed  such  an  exceedingly  lu- 
dicrous character  as  t©  excite  contempt  rather 
than  apprehension  At  the  same  time,  the  Go- 
vernment had  considered  it  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  occupy  such  attention  as  was  necessary  to 
obtain  the  most  authentic  information,  and  for 
some  time  preparations  had  been  in  progress  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  efficient  protection  to  the 
c untry.  It  was  well  known  that  the  effect  of 
withdrawing  large  bodies  of  men  from  their  ac- 
customed avocations,  and  engaging  them  in  war- 
like operations,  thereby  separating  them  from  the 
connections  of  home,  especially  when  these  men 
were  drawn  from  the  lowest  and  most  needy  and 
adventurous  portions  of  a community,  was  that 
at  the  termination  of  their  warlike  engagements, 
the  greatest  difficulty  frequently  arose  in  inducing 
them  to  return  to  their  former  peaceful  occupa- 
tions. The  peculiar  character  of  the  war  which 
had  recently  terminated  in  the  neighboring  repub- 
lic had  been  such  as  to  leave  an  immense  mass  of 
persons  without  their  ordinary  and  legitimate  en- 
gagements, imbued  with  a warlike  and  adventur- 
ous spirit,  and  likely  to  adopt  a very  reckless  and 
unreliable  course  in  their  subsequent  movements. 

The  fact  that  a large  organization  of  such  per- 
sons had  beeu  proclaiming  the  most  determined 
hostility  to  the  empire  of  which  our  province 
happily  forms  a part,  and  had  threatened  the  in- 
tegrity of  British  North  America,  and  the  fact, 
more  recently  transpiring,  that  this  was  not  merely 
a desu'torv  acc  of  unprincipled  men  without  the 
means  of  effective  organization,  had  given  to  ihe 
question  a serious  character,  and  had  attracted  the 
active  attention  of  the  Government.  The  report 
of  the  speech  recently  made  in  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament by  Sir  George  Grey,  and  the  facts  then 
brought  to  light,  proved  that  the  organization,  in- 
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stead  cf  being  of  such  a contemptible  character  as 
had  been  previously  supposed,  had  assumed  for- 
midable proportions.  It  was  not  his  intention 
unnecessarily  to  excite  alarm,  or  put  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  loyal  Pro- ince  to  unnecessary  incon- 
venience; but  that  discussion,  and  the  whole  cf 
the  facts  exhibited,  shewed  that  this  organization 
consisted  of  a body  vast  in  numbers,  and  possessing 
large  amounts  of  money.  Numbers  of  persons 
had  been  sent  to  Ireland,  and  large  sums  had 
been  contributed  to  a movement  having  for  its 
object  the  subversion  of  the  integrit  of  the 
Empire,  by  securing  the  independ  nee  of  Ireland 
from  British  rule.  While  he  belie  ed  that  by 
proper  precautions  being  taken  we  need  not  con- 
tinue in  apprehension,  the  Government  had  felt  it 
their  duty  to  watch  most  narrowly  the  course  of 
affairs,  and  to  take  such  measures  as  the  security 
of  the  country  might  require.  After  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  on  Saturday,  information  had 
been  received  of  such  a character  as  to  demand 
instantaneous  action.  Under  the  law,  the  only 
means  by  which  the  Militia  force  could  be  made 
available  for  active  service  was  by  a proclamation 
embodying  the  Militia,  and  placing  them  in  a 
position  in  which  their  services  could  be  leadily 
obtained.  He  was  unwilling  to  place  before  the 
House  the  information  that  1 ad  been  received  by 
His  Excellency  and  by  the  Commander-in-  hief 
of  Her  Majesty’s  Forces,  -and  the  House  would 
absolve  him  from  any  such  necessity,  because  such 
a course  would  be  exceedingly  prejudicial  to  the 
public  interests,  as' it  would  have  the  effect  of 
cutting  off  the  sources  of  information  hitherto  at 
command,  and  so  far  from-  increasing  the  security 
would  hav8  the  opposite  operation.  But  His  Ex- 
cellency had  considered  the  circumstances  as  of 
such  a grave  character,  and  the  danger  of  an  at- 
tack upon  some  part  of  the  Province  sufficiently 
mminent  to  warrant  immediate  action  being  taken 
without  waiting  to  consult  the  House.  The  entire 
militia  force  of  the  Province  had  therefore  been 
turned  out.  He  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
saying  that  the  action  taken  involved  the  turning 
out  of  the  Militia  only  in  a legal  sense,  the  object 
being  to  place  the  force  in  such  a position  that  at 
a moment’s  notice  the  commanding  officers  could 
call  into  active  service  the  men  under  their  com- 
mand, and  until  sueh  notice  it  was  not  intended 
that  further  action  should  b@  taken  under  the 
proclamation. 

He  felt  ’satisfied  that  His  Excellency  would 
meet  from  the  Legislature  a s-pomaneous  acclaim 
in  support  of  the  serious  step  which  he  had  felt  it 
his  duty  to  take,  and  he  knew  that  members  of 
both  sides  would  require  as  a justification  nothing 
farther  than  a statement  from  so  distinguish  d a 
military  authority  as  the  Commander-ia  Chief, 
who  was  associated  with  a gentleman  in  command 
f Her  Majesty’s  forces,  enjoying  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  Legislature  and  the  people, 
and  he  was  sure  that  an  enthusiastic  response 
wouM  be  given  from  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
and  that  this  resolution,  placing  the  entire  funds 
■of  the  Province  at  His  Excellency’s  control, 
•would  meet  with  the  same  response  from  the 
Mouse.  He  knew  that  if  Her  Majesty  had  in  any 
part  of  her  dominium  a population  that  wouid 


rise  at  the  first  call  of  danger  and  devote  not  only 
their  means  but  their  personal  services  to  the  com- 
mon defence,  it  was  in  the  loyal  Province  of  No- 
va b cotia.  The  response  to  the  demand,  contain- 
ed in  the  proclamation,  wou’d  be  such  as  to  con- 
vince his  Excellency,  the  Imperial  authorities, 
and  those  who  had  b en  ill-advised  as  to  the  senti- 
men  s of  our  people,  how  fatal  it  would  be  for 
any  foreigner  to  desecrate  our  soil  by  an  attempted 
invasion,  and  not  only  so,  but  to  relieve  us  from 
any  danger  to  whi  h we  might  hitherto  have  been 
exposed  throughout  British  North  America,  the 
same  spirit  has  been  evinced,  — in  ! anada  the 
Minister  of  Militia  had  received  a telegram,  stat- 
ing the  desirability  of  calling  out  the  volunteers, 
and  next  evening  10.000  men  were  under  arms 
and  ready  to  march.  In  New  Brunswick 
the  same  loyal  and  patriotic  spirit  had  been  found 
to  animate  the  Legislature  and  the  inhabitants, 
but  in  no  place  could  more  unbounded  unanimity1 
be  relied  on  than  in  this  Province 

Mr.  Archibald,  in  seconding  the  resolution, 
said  he  thought  it  would  have  been  gratifying 
and  satisfactory  if  the  government  had  felt  at 
liberty  to  lay  i efore  the  people  the  informa  ion, 
which  had  been  received,  but  that  was  a matter 
which  must  rest  in  their  discretion,  aod  if  they 
felt  that  the  public  interests  would  be  safer  by 
withholding  it,  and  that  the  effect  of  allaying  a 
part  of  the  existing  alarm  would  be  more  than 
compensated  by  the  evil  which  would  result.  Ia 
reference  to  the  call  made  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Province,  he  entire’y  endorsed  the  senti- 
ments which  had  just  been  so  warmly  and 
eloquently  expressed.  He  felt  that  there  was  not 
among  Her  Majesty’s  provinces  a people  more 
truly  loyal  to  the  government  and  the  person  of 
their  Sovereign  than  ours,  and  that  no  where  did 
the  feeling  of  loyalty  glow  with  greater  ardour 
than  in  Nova  Scotia.  The  response  from  every 
portion  of  the  land,  he  knew,  would  be  in  accord 
with  these  sentiments.  Concerning  the  allusion, 
to  the  body  of  men,  who  had  been  threatening 
our  security,  he  said  it  must  be  felt  that  they  had 
been  discharged  from  a conflict  different  front' 
any  that  the  world  had  ever  witnessed  ; not  only 
had  its  proportions  been  more  gigantic  but  it 
bad  contained  the  very  worst  elements  of  war.  — 
A civil  war  invaiiably  created  a state  of  affairs 
different  from  that,  produced  by  an  international 
struggle.  That  the  men  composing  the  organiz- 
ation referred  to  should  seek  to  make  us  the 
stepping  stone  to  the  liberation  of  their  country- 
men, v/as  an  extraordinary  way  of  showing  their 
love  of  liberty  — to  devastate  < ur  territory  in 
order  to  engage  our  sympathies,  wrould  inflict 
upon  us  evils  compared  with  which,  their  own 
grievances,  even  in  their  exaggerated  view,  would 
be  insignificant.  Like  others  he  had  regarded 
the  organization  as  bearing  marks  of  imbecility, 
but  if  the  British  government  and  our  own  h;ui 
received  intimations  that  some  portions  of  our 
territory  was  likely  to  be  a point  of  attack,  Bis 
Excellency  was  eutiiled  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
legislature  for  not  delaying  to  consult  the  House. 
Every  effort  put  forth  for  the  protection  of  our 
homes,  he  knew,  would  be  cordially  joined  in  by 
our  people. 
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The  resolution  passed  unanimously,  and  the 
whole  House  thereupon  proceeded  to  communi- 
cate its  contents  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor. 

The  Speaker  subsequently  announced  that 
His  Excellency  had  been  plea  ed  graciously  to  re 
ceive  the  same,  and  to  state  that  the  resolution 
would  be  transmitted  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen. 

Mr.  Pryor  having  entered  the  House  after  the 
passage  ot  the  resolution,  said  that  he  had  the 
gratification  of  informing  the  House  that  the  re- 
sponse made  by  the  citizens  of  Halifax  to  the  call 
to  arms  had  been  unsurpassed  by  anything  which 
had  occurred  within  his  recollection  although  he 
had  been  connected  with  the  militia  servi  e since 
18.17.  The  most  cordial  reception  and  the  most 
hearty  cheering  had  greeted  the  reading  of  the 
proclamation  of  His  Excellency  the  Cotnmander- 
in-Chief  by  the  regiments  who  had  that  day  been 
mustered  ou  the  Common.  He  was  confident 
'that  should  a foe  invade  our  Province,  there 
would  be  hearts  and  bands  to  meet  them  on  the 
threshold  and  to  defend  the  hearthstones  of  our 
country.  He  gave  this  information  not  because 
the  country  would  need  any  additional  induce- 
ment to  activity,  but  in  order  that  the  slight  and 
sarcasm  which  were  frequently  thrown  upon  a 
mixed  population  like  that  of  Halifax  might  have 
no  effect,  and  in  order  that  the  House  might  be 
well  assured  of  the  existence  of  that  true  loyalty 
which  nothing  exti  aneous  could  exterminate. 

PETITIONS  AND  BILLS. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  introduced  a bill  to  repe  1 
the  act  concerning  the  Presbyterian  Churches  of 
the  Lower  Provinces. 

Mr.  Longley  presented  a petition  from  the 
trustees  of  a school  section  at  Bridgetown,  for  au- 
thority to  sell  an  old  school  house  ; and  introduc- 
ed a bill  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  thereef. 

Mr.  C.  Campbell  presented  a petition  from 
Joseph  McIntosh}  a postmaster,  asking  an  increase 
of  salary. 

Hon.  Prov  Secy,  presented  a petition  from 
the  Educational  Society  of  Nova  Scoiia,  in  favor 
of  the  bill  recently  introduced  in  reference  to  edu- 
cation.. 

MINING  LEASES. 

Hon.  Atty  General  moved  that  the  papers 
on  the  table  in  reference  to  the  extension  of  the 
coal  mining  leases  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Mines  and  Minerals. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  said  that  when  this 
question  was  under  discussion  previously,  it  had 
been  made  the  order  of  the  day  fur  that  after- 
noon, in  order  that  it  might  be  rf  aken  up  with 
great  deliberation,  and  he  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  general  opinion  seemed  to  be  that  the  discus- 
sion of  the  subject  upon  such  a motion  as  that  be- 
fore the  House,  and  the  subsequent  reference  to 
the  Committee  who  would  be  in  a posi:ion  to 
irame  such  a Keport  as  would  accord  with  the 
general  feelings  of  members,  was  the  best  mode 
of  dealing  with  the  questi  n which  was  one  of 
very  great  importance,  and  one  for  the  dispassion- 
ate judgement  of  the  House  He  had  previously 
stated  that  after  a good  deal  of  consideration  he 
was  prepared  to  explain  fully  and  frankly  bis 
views  and  opinions  in  relation  to  the  proposed 
extension  of  the  leases  The  leases,  he  said,  from 


the  Duke  of  York,  to  the  General  Mining  Associ- 
ation gave  the  exclusive  light  to  almost  the 
entire  Wines  and  Minerals  of  the  Province  down 
to  1866,  and 'by  an  arrangement  made*  by  the 
Government  of  Nova  Scotia  and  ratified  by  the 
Legislature,  the  government  were  bound  not  to 
give  to  any  other  parties  more  favorable  terms 
than  those  conceded  to  that  Association,  either  in 
reference  to  the  period  of  the  leases  or  to  the 
amount  of  royalty  exacted.  It  would  be  seen  at 
a glance  that  while  the  General  Mining  Associa- 
tion had  all  their  capital  previously  inves  ed  each 
year  added  to  the  difficulty  in  relation  to  other 
companies  because  the  term  was  becoming  so 
short  as  to  preclude  parties  Irom  obtaining  the 
capital  necessary  to  open  the  mines.  On  the  oc- 
casion of  the  last  dist  ussion  he  had  drawn  atten- 
tion to  a remark  of  Hon.  Mr.  II>we  in  connection 
with  the  exaction  of  royalty  which  had  impressed 
him  with  the  belie f that  the  taxation  of  coal  ar, 
the  pit’s  mouth  was  as  impolitic  as  the  taxation  of 
turnips  or  potatoes  wou'd  be,  and  could  only  be 
defended  on  the  ground  of  the  absolute  necessity 
of  raising  a revenue  from  that  source.  The  policy 
in  refer  mice  t > this  matter  which  had  been  intro- 
duced bv  the  present  Judge  in  Equity,  and  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  as  delegates  to  negoeiate 
for  the  release  of  our  Mines  and  Minerals  from 
the  control  of  the  Association,  had  effected  a re- 
duction in  the  royalty,  and,  as  that  tax  at  present 
stood,  while  it  was  not  high  enough  to  depress 
mining  enterprise  and  retard  the  investment  of 
capital,  it  was  still  large  enough  to  yield  a hand- 
some and  an  annually  increasing  revenue.  The 
member  for  Halifax,  Mr.  Tobin,  had  called1  atten- 
tion a short  time  ago  to  the  fact  that  while  the 
Legislature  had  passed  a very  large  number  of 
bills  incorporating  Coal  companies,  it  was  found 
by  the  returns  that  many  of  those  obtaining 
charters  had  failed  to  carry  on  operations  to  such 
an  extent  as  might  be  expect  d; — he  had  been  led 
to  believe  that  the  short  period  of  the  leases  had 
not  only  the  effect  of  preventing  capital  from  be- 
ing obt  ined  in  the  adjoining  country  where  enter- 
prise was  more  rife  than  in  the  mother  country,  but 
also  had  the  disastrous  effect  of  shutting  out  the 
investment  of  British  capital.  TheSe  facts  were  of 
sufficient  importance  to  lead  the  House  to  question 
the  policy  of  preserving  the  r sanctions  which 
were  fimnd  so  embarrassing  and  of  such  a ten- 
dency as  to  create  speculation  rather  than  useful 
enterprise.  He  thought  the  feeling  of  the  House 
would  be  in  favour  of  making  such  an  extension 
of  the  leases,  as  to  encourage  parties  who  were 
williug  to  expend  a large  sum  in  opening  up  out- 
mineral  resources  ; and  as  the  present  interests  of 
the  Province  required  that  the  revenue  from  all 
sources  should  lie  made  as  available  as  possible, 
and  that  every  ^species  of  industry  should  *be 
fostered,  he  thought  the  present  time  opportune  for 
such  an  extension  as  would  not,  only  stimulate  and' 
encourage  the  companies  now  in  operation,  but 
would  induce  others  to  embark  in  this  important 
branch  of  Provincial  enterprise.  He  was  satisfied 
that  the  policy  of  enforcing  a very  small  tax  in  the 
shape  of  internal  revenue  was  true  and  sound  that 
ho  was  led  to  believe  that  the  royalty  should  be 
continued  at  the  present  rate.  lie  would  be  in 
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favor  of  dealing  on  the  most  equitable  terms 
with  pa- ties  investing  capital  in  the  country,  and 
while  quiie  of  the  opinion  that  such  investments 
might  be  safely  made  in  reliauce  on  the  spirit  of 
equity  which  always  had,  and  he  thought  always 
would  pervade  the  legislature  in  t onnection  with 
this  subject  he  knew  the  difficulty  that  must  be 
experienced  in  impressing  this  fact  upon  capital- 
ists abroad  who  were  used  to  a period  of  99  years. 
The  House  might  resolve  either  to  extend  to  a 
fixed  date,  or  to  adopt  the  same  policy  as  that  in 
operation  in  reference  to  the  go'd  mines,  to  extend 
for  a term  of  years.  He  was  quite  prepared  to 
modify  these  views  upon  suggestions  from  other 
gentlemen,  but  his  present  opinions  w re  in 
favour  of  adding  for-y  or  sixty  years  to  the 
term  yet  to  run,  and  with  the  existing  evidence 
that  the  present  royalty  was  adequate  and  was  as 
large  as  was  'onducive  to  the  public  interests,  he 
would  support  a proposition  to  retain  that  tax  at 
the  present  rate.  The  Legislature  now  stood  in 
an  entirely  different  position  from  that  which  it 
occupied  in  making  the  arrangements  with  the 
General  Mining  Association.  At  that  time  it 
was  urg-rd  that  the  Association  still  had  the 
monopoly  of  all  the  important  mines  of  t‘r« 
country,  while  subsequent  discoveries  showed  that 
almost  boundless  coal  fields  were  still  open  to 
•enterprise. 

Mr.  Archie  aid  expressed  his  regret  that  a 
subject  of  such  grave  importance  had  come  up  at 
a time  when  he  had  been  unable  to  give  it  that  de- 
liberate consideration  which  ho  wished.  He  then 
went  on  to  refer  to  the  history  of  the  settlement 
with  the  Mining  Associati  n.  When  the  agree- 
ment was  made  by  which  the  Province  gave  up  to 
the  Company  the  amount  of  about  five  thou -and 
a year  the  House  was  engaged  for  days  discus- 
sing the  results  that  would  arise  from  the  aban- 
donment of  suefh  a sum  The  question  that  was 
now  before  the  House  overshadowed  that  matter 
so  entirely,  that  it  sank  into  utter  insignificance. 
In  1826  the  entire  mines  of  the  Province  were 
transferred  to  the  Duka  of  York  for  a period  of 
60  years.  In  the  original  lease  granted  to  the 
Duke  of  York  a rent  was  reserved  for  all  the  coal 
contained  in  the  Province.  That  rent  formed  a 
a royalty  paid  the  Crown  The  Duke  of  York, 
instead  of  retaining  that  lease,  transferred  it  to  the 
-company  who  now  consti  ute  the  Mining  Asso- 
ciation. In  making  that  transfer  he  subjected  the 
mines  to  another  royalty  by  which  every  chaldron 
of  coal  had  to  pay  him  Is  6d.  sterling  indepen- 
dent of  the  rent  which  had  to  be  paid  into  the 
general  treasury.  Therefore  in  approaching  the 
question  in  1857  the  Province  was  entitled  to 
£3,750  for  the  first  26,000  cha’drons,  and  for  all 
over  that  amount  t©  2s  per  ton,  Newcastle  mea- 
suie  The  Mining  Association  were  bound  in 
audition  to  give  Is.  Cd.  sterling  for  the  Newcastle 
chaldron  to  ihe  Duke  of  York,  or  at  that  time  to 
his  creditors  When  the  Minerals  question 
whs  settled  the  Crown,  the  Province,  and  the 
Association  each  gave  up  some  rights;  it  was  fi- 
nally agreed  that  the  Association  should  pay  to 
the  creditors  the  sum  of  £60,000  sterling  to  be 
rid  o'  the  royalty  which  they  had  to  pay  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  then  to  give  »s,  not  the  ori- 


ginal royalty  stipulated  by  the  lease,  but  6d  per 
ton  on  all  coal  extracted  from  our  mioes  to  the 
extent  of  240,000  tons,  and  4d  for  all  beyond  that 
Therefore  it  would  be  seen  that  the  Mining  Asso- 
ciation were  paying  two  royalties  — 6d  per  ton  and 
the  interest,  on  £60,000  to  the  creditors  of  the 
Duke  of  York.  When  the  negociations  were 
taking  place  with  the  Mining  Asso  iation  they 
demanded  that  at  the  termination  of  their  lease 
they  should  either  be  paid  for  all  their  plan  and 
machinery,  or  have  a renewal  of  the  lea^e. 

In  this  connection  Mr.  Archibald  read  an  ex- 
tract from  a speech  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnson,  de- 
livered in  the  House  of  Assembly  in  1358  on  this 
point,  and  in  which  that  gentl  man  explained  the 
refusal  of  the  Delegates  to  entertain  the  proposal 
of  the  association.  The  Delegates  on  both'  sides, 
continued  Mr  Archibald,  refused  to  consider  it  as 
a proposition  at  all  tenable,  that  they  should  con- 
sent to  the  extension  of  the  the  term  or  to  com- 
pensation on  its  completion.  Let  the  House  now 
consider  that  the  Mining  Association,  notwith- 
standing the  double  royalty  they  had  to  pay — twice 
what  the  other  mines  paid — had  extended  their 
works,  and  reaped  large  profits  from  ihcm ; so 
that  their  stock  was  now  considered  on  Exchange 
as  a most  desirable  investment.  Pass  the  resolu- 
tion upon  the  table,  and  the  House  would  give 
the  Mining  Association  a privilege  for  which  they 
would  gladly  pay  £60,000  sterling.  He  thought 
that  a proposition  pregnant  with  such  conse- 
quences, should  not  be  considered  and  settled  on 
an  afternoon  of  a March  day.  The  average  pro 
duce  of  our  mines  from  1839  to  1843,  inclusive  - 
a period  of  five  years  — was  116.996  tons;  from 
1844  to  1848,  149,863  Therefore  the  increase 
in  the  latter  period  was  27  percent,  over  the 
previous  one.  From  1848  to  1853,  the  produo 
tion  fell  off,  being  166  963,  or  an  increase  of  only 
11  percent.;  from  1854  (the  year  of  the  Reciprocity 
Treaty)  to  1858,  th^  increase  was  47  per  cent., 
the  average  amount  be;ng  243,709  ; from  1859  to 
1863,  the  average  produce  was  344,844,  or  an  in- 
crease of  46  per  cent.  He  had  now  come  to  the 
period  in  which  the  new  mines  were  opened  and 
bei-  g worked.  In  1860,  the  entire  production  of 
all  our  mines  was  304,129 ; that  of  the  new  mines 
was  only  7000;  whereas  five  years  after,  in  1>  65, 
it  had  increased  to  665  595.  It  would  therefore 
be  seen  that  in  five  years,  our  mines  had  increased 
at  the  rate  of  100  per  cent.  Mr.  Archibald  went 
on  to  give  further  calculations  on  the  subject,  and 
shew  the  largelv  increasing  value  of  our  coal 
trade  under  existing  arrangements.  He  said  that 
if  we  did  not  even  charter  a single  new  company — 
if  our  mines  only  progressed  at  the  same  racio  as 
they  had  for  the  last  5 years  the  total  production 
of  coallO  years  hence  would  be  1,266,000  tons, 
which  would  pay  the  Province  6d  per  ton,  or  $126,- 
500  He  therefore  asked  the  Hou-e  whether  they 
were  prepared,  in  view  of  facts  like  these,  to  denude 
themselves  of  the  power  of  dealing  with  their 
own  property  when  it  cime  into  their  hands.  He 
would  be  quite  ready  to  support  anv  scheme  by 
which  all  parties  engaged  in  coal  mining  should 
be  assured  that  the  property  they  had  made  — 
which  they  had  rendered  valuable  —should  de.-cend 
to  them ; but  he  could  not  be  a party  to  anv  ar 
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rangements  by  which  we  would  bind  ourselves 
from  taking  measures  for  deriving  that  revenue 
which  we  might  consider  necessarv. 

If  there  was  anything  in  the  statement  quoted 
by  the  Provincial  Secretary — that  it  was  just  as 
legitimate  to  tax  turnips  or  potatoes  in  the  field 
as  coal  at  the  pit’s  mouthh — ow  was  it  that  he 
did  not  at  once  shake  off  the  entire  revenue  we 
derived  from  this  source?  Now  the  fact  was,  we 
were  only  dealing  with  our  own  property  as  an 
owner  of  a mine  was  accustomed  to  do  in  Great 
Britain.  As  the  law  was  now,  we  handed  over 
public  prooerty  for  £12,10,  to  any  man  who  had 
the  good  fortune  to  have  selected  a good  mining 
area.  His  very  first  act  was  to  impose  a royalty 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  upon  that  coal ; he 
would  ask  £40,000  perhaps  for  what  had  cost 
him  only  fifty  dollars.  Could  it  be  said  then  that, 
spectators  and  others  interested  in  mining  opera- 
tions were  not  sufficiently  paid  already  ? Ho 
trusted  that  the  House  would  not  proceed,  to 
squander  recklessly  tbe  public  money  in  the  mode 
proposed  in  the  resolution  before  the  House,  but 
that  every  gentlemen  would  deal  with  it  i: respec- 
tive of  any  personal  considerations  whatever. — 
One  of  the  great  questions  of  the  day  was  a 
Union  of  the  Provinces,  and  if  ti’e  Quebec  or 
any  other  schema  should  pass,  the  basis  on  which 
our  local  institutions  would  mainly  defend, 
would  be  the  revenue  derived  from  the  Mines 
and  Minerals.  in  fact,  the  arguments  against 
adopting  the  course  now  proposed  were  so  con- 
clusive that  he  was  positive  no  gentlemen  could 
fail  to  be  convinced. 

Mr.  Ttmix  said  that  he  had  listened  with  a 
great  deal  of  attention  to  the  remarks  that  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  and  learned  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  but  he  had  failed  to  see  their  great 
force.  He  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  the  policy 
of  the  Legislature  to  do  all  it  could  to  facilitate 
the  extension  of  mining  operations  within  this 
Province.  Looking  at  the  iacts  that  had  been 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  House  it  was 
very  proper  hose  gentlemen  should  consider 
whether  a plan  could  not  be  devised  to  give  ad- 
ditional stimu'us  to  mining  enterprize.  A few 
days  previously  he  h id  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  only  a few  of  the  new  Mines  had  actual- 
ly done  anything  The  majority  of  the  new 
Companies  were  crippled  for  want  of  capital  to 
carry  on  the  necessary  works.  The  House  had 
on  its  table  a memorial  from  the  President  of  the 
Glace  Bay  Company — one  of  the  most  succesful 
of  the  new  Mines— which  state  1 that  n > 
works  of  a permanent  character  could 
be  ic.ised  until  the  leases  were  extend- 
ed. Wo  were  not  going  under  the  ar- 
rangement proposed,  to  transfer  one  dollar’s 
worth  of  property  from  the  Province.  The  Min- 
ing Association  had  come  into  the  Province  at  a 
nme  when  no  capital  offered  for  the  development 
of  our  resources  and  worked  the  Mines,  and  now 
exported  at  least,  three  fifths  of  the  entire  amount 
raised  in  the  Province.  Look  at  the  States  and 
consider  the  great  progress  that  had  been  made  in 
all  the  branches  of  national  wealth  ; but  any  one 
who  got  a piece  of  land  owned  the  soil  as  well  as 
everything  beneath  ic.  He  was  not  obliged  to  pay 


any  rent  for  the  coal,  gold,  or  other  mineral  ho 
might  raise  from  his  property.  Under  existing 
arrangements  in  this  courrry,  capital  would  be 
slow  coming  into  the  country  for  the  development 
of  its  resources.  No  Mining  enter  prizes  could  be 
carried  on  with  any  great  degree  of  success  whilst 
the  tenure  of  the  leases  was  so  short  He  there- 
fore, hoped  that  the  House  would  agree  to  some 
mode  by  which  existing  difficulties  might  be 
remedif  d and  capital  encouraged  to  find  its  way 
into  the  Province. 

Mr.  Blanch  ird  said  that  there  appeared  to  be 
no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
giving  assurance  to  Mining  operators  that  "their 
leas°s  would  be  renewed  when  they  expired. 
Where  gentlemen  differed,  was  whether  the  leases 
should  be  renewed  on  the  same  terms  Those  en- 
gaged in  business  were  not  aware  what  the  duties 
might  be  any  particular  year  ; the  Legislature 
might  at  any  time  change  the  whole  complexion 
of  affairs.  The  coal  mines  were  the  only  industry 
that  was  at  present  protected  ; every  one  engaged 
in  mining  had  the  guarantee  that  for  20  years  the 
Legislature  had  no  power  to  increase  the  duty 
upon  the  coal  he  might  raise.  He  was  prepared 
to  say  that  the  Hou-e  should  make  an  arrange- 
ment to  assure  the  present  lessees  that  they  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a renewal  of  their 
leases  at  the  proper  time,  but  he  did  not  consider 
it  right  to  say  what  the  terms  should  be  twenty 
years  hence.  The  Min'ng  Association  rec-eived 
from  the  Province  an  immense  area,  which  at 
the  end  of  twenty  years  reverted  to  the  Province. 
He  would  be  prepared  to  say  that  they  should 
have,  at  the  end  of  this  period,  a renewal  of  the 
mines  which  they  were  actually  working,  but  not 
of  that  portion  on  which  they  were  doing  nothing. 
He  had  made  some  calculations  himself  to  see 
what  progress  our  mines  were  now  making,  and 
found  in  1863  the  amount  was  429,351  tons,  where- 
as it  was  about  651,265  in  186-5,  or  an  increase  of 
fifty  per  cent  in  two  years.  More  coal  had  been 
exported  by  tbe  Block  House  Mining  Company, 
at  Cow  Bay,  than  by  the  Mining  Association 
from  their  works  at  Sydney  ; and  yet  it  had  only 
been  carried  on  for  five  years  altogether.  Such 
facts  proved  the  energy  with  which  our  mining 
enterprises  were  worked  under  existing  arrange- 
ments. At  pn  sent  only  four  or  five  of  the  new 
mines  were  raising  eonside  able  amounts  of  coal  'r 
but  it  must  be  re-  ollected  that  the  majority  of  the 
companies  had  only  started  a year  or  two  ago 
and  had  not  had  time  to  get  fairly  started. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  regretted  that 
he  was.no t as  well  as  he  would  wish  to  be  in 
rising  to  address  the  house,  but  he  felt  ha 
could  not  allow  the  observations  that  had 
been  made  on  the  present  question  to  pass  un- 
answered. The  present  subject  had  not  been 
brought  before  the  house  by  the  government, 
but.  had  been  simply  introduced  by  the  presen- 
tation of  memorials  asking  the  Legislature  to 
take  into  its  serious  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  the  leases  under  which  the 
coal  mines  of  the  Province  were  held.  There 
was  no  intention  to  deal  with  this  question 
with  intemperate  haste,  as  the  hon.  member 
for  Colchester  would  have  the  house  suppose. 
The  object  now  was  to  refer  the  subject  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Mines  and  Minerals,  and 
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when  the  Report  came  up,  it  could  be  fully- 
discussed  again  and  a definite  decision  then 
arrived  at.  This  question  was  certainly  one  of 
magnitude  hut  no  one  could  deny  that  it  was 
of  a nature  that  enabled  gentlemen  to  come  to 
a correct,  conclusion  upon  it  in  a very  short 
time.  A few  points  srood  out  bold  upon  the 
face  of  the  question,  and  when  these  were  un- 
derstood, the  whole  matter  could  be  satisfac- 
torily settled.  Everyone  knew  that  coal 
was  the  foundation  of  the  great,  prosperity 
of  England,  but  who  ever  hea  rd  of  the  British 
Government  levying  any  revenue  out  of 
its  mines.  It  was  not  the  policy  of  the 
mother  country  to  retain  the  title  of  the  mines 
and  minerals  in  her  own  hands.  In  Canada, 
New  Brunswick,  and  the  United  States,  the 
coal  mines  also  went  with  the  soil.  The  com- 
plaint that  long  existed  in  this  country  against 
the  Miniug  Association,  was  that  the  monopo- 
ly it  held  prevented  private  enterprise,  and 
thereby  retarded  the  development  of  our  min- 
eral resources.  If,  however,  it  should  be  the 
policy  of  the  country  to  extend  the  time  of  the 
leases,  in  order  to  benefit  its  resources,  the 
Mining  Association  would  not  be  treated  differ- 
ently from  the  other  companies.  He  was  not, 
urgiug  the  house  to  any  new  policy,  and  in- 
deed his  mind  was  not  altogether  made  up  on 
the  subject,  but  he  did  not  wish  the  house  to 
be  misled  by  such  arguments  as  had  been  ad- 
dressed to  it.  Every  one  knew  that  the  true 
policy  was  not  to  tax  articles  of  export.  If  we 
taxed  such  articles,  it  was  because  we  were 
forced  to  obtain  revenue.  But  who  assumed 
to  raise  a revenue  out  of  the  raw  material 
that  is  required  for  the  purposes  of  manu- 
factures, and  for  keeping  up  our  car- 
rying trade.  Suppose  the  coal  operators  were 
paying  6 cents  to  the  owners  of  the  property; 
would  the  province  come  in  and  ask  them  to 
pay  also  an  export  duty  on  the  coal.  The 
house  knew  what  was  the  policy  in  the  United 
States,  for  very  many  years;  namely,  of  taxing 
almost  everything  that  was  imported;  when 
their  national  necessities  became  so  great  as  to 
force  them  to  tax  almost  everything  in  the 
country,  they  never  imposed  a duty  on  coal. 
For  instance,  tke.y  raised  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars on  matches  alone,  and  imposed  two  cents 
on  every  photograph  taken  in  the  United 
States,  but  they  never  presumed  to  touch  coal. 
They  pursued  this  course,  knowing  the  great 
benefit  that  the  development  of  the  country’s 
resources  conferred  upon  all  classes  of  the 
people.  This  Province,  however,  pursued  a 
different  policy  and  levied  a duty  of  10  cents 
on  every  ton  of  coal  for  the  benefit  of  the  re- 
venue: and  many  persons  questioned  the 
propriety  of  such  a policy.  At  pre- 
sent, besides  the  works  of  the  Mining 
Association,  there  were  only  two  or  three  New 
Mines  that  were  carrying  on  very  large  opera- 
tions as  yet.  It  was  very  obvious  that  the 
waut  of  capital  was  the  great  desideratum,  and 
it  should  be  the  object  with  every  hon.  member 
to  stimulate  the  introduction  of  the  requisite 
funds.  The  progress  that  had  been  made  in 
the  development  of  our  mines  was  satisfactory, 
but  by  no  means  as  great  as  it  ought  to  be. 
One  of  the  most  enterprising  Companies  had 
come  forward  and  stated  that  their  operations 
were  curbed  by  the  limitation  of  the  leases. 
The  hon.  member  for  Inverness  had  stated  that 
it  required  at  least  fifty  thousand  pounds  to 


operate  a minejefficiently ; that  sbow’d  the  large 
amount  of  capital  that  would  be  required  to 
develope  our  mining  resources.  It  would  take 
millions  of  pounds  to  open  up  our  mines  tho- 
roughly, but  where  was  the  capital  t,o  come 
from.  Unless  the  country  gave  a stimulus  to 
the  introduction  of  capital  from  Great  Britain 
especially,  our  mines  would  he  developed  but 
very  slowly.  As  respects  the  mode  of  deal- 
ing with  the  subject,  proposed  bv  the 
hon.  members  for  Colchester  and  Inverness, 
he  could  not  see  how  it  was  to  be  carried  out. 
How  was  it  possible  to  pass  an  act  unless 
it  imposed  the  conditions.  Indeed,  the  plan 
proposed  would  not  he  a sufficient  guarantee  to 
capitalists  who  might  be  desirous  of  bringing 
their  thousands  of  pounds  into  the  Province. 
Solicitors  of  the  highest,  standing  in  England 
had  stated  positively  that  they  could  not  re- 
commend capitalists  to  invest  their  money  in 
our  mines  on  their  present  tenure.  Such  a 
fact  should  be  considered  of  no  little  insignifi- 
cance in  tli8  consideration  of  the  question.  If 
he  could  see  how  the  capital  was  to  be  brought 
into  the  country,  he  would  not  argue  at  all  iu 
favour  of  the  provision  suggested  to  the 
Bouse. 

The  debate  was  adjourned. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  laid  ou  the  table  a cony  of 
the  proclamation  issued  respecting  the  Fish- 
eries. 

Tho  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  20th  March. 

The  house  met  at  3 o’clock. 

, PETITIONS,  ETC.,  q 

Mr.  Pryor  introduced  a bill  to  incorporate 
the  Anconi  Gold  Co.  % 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Archibald,  the  bill  to  amend 
chap.  19  R.  S.  “ for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors,”  was  read  a second  time,  and  referred 
to  a committee. 

Mr.  Blanchard  presented  a petition  from 
River  Denis  against  assessment  for  Schools. 

Mr.  Whitman,  a petition  from  Bridgetown 
on  thesarne  subject. 

Mr.  Longley,  a petition  from  Port  Williams 
in  favour  of  assessments  for  Schools. 

Mr.  Annand,  petition  of  Acadia  Eclipse 
Blacking  Co.,  asking  for  certain  privileges. 

Mr.  Archibald,  a petition  from  Shubena- 
cadie  in  reference  to  the  River  Fisheries. 

Mr.  Blanchard  introduced  an  act,  (declara- 
tory) in  reference  to  assessment  in  the  county 
of  Halifax. 

Mr.  Bourinot  introduced  a bill  to  protect 
the  navigation  of  Cow  Bay,  C.  B.,  against  in- 
jury received  by  the  discharge  of  ballast. 

Mr.  Bourinot  presented  a petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  south  side  of  tbe%  Boularderie 
Island,  County  of  Cape  Breton,  in  favor  of  ge- 
neral assessment  for  support  of  schools. 

Also,  another  petition  from  the  same  place 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  two  Way  Offi- 
ces. 

He  also  introduced  a Bill  entitled  an  act  to 
legalize  the  proceedings  of  the  Sessions  in  the 
County  of  Cape  Breton. 

The  memorials  relative  to  the  extension  of 
Mining  leases,  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Mines  and  Minerals — Mr  Bourinot  and  other 
gentlemen  waiving  any  remarks  on  the  subject 
until  that  Committee  reported. 
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THE  PICTOU  RAILWAY. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  a 
memorial  from  Murdoch  Sutherland  & Co., 
and  the  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer  thereon. 
Also,  papers  relative  to  dismissal  of  certain 
Masonry  Instructors.  He  explained  that  these 
men  had  only  been  temporarily  suspended  in 
consequence  of  the  unfavorable  state  of  the  wea- 
ther, and  two  of  them  has  already  beeu  taken 
on  again.  He  also  stated  that  the  Government 
was  determined  to  use  the  utmost  vigilance  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of  the  road. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  M'LELAlt. 

Mr.  McLelan  said  : We  have  had  Mr.  Speaker 
during  the  past  'ew  years,  a good  many  discus- 
sions upon  this  subject, — hitherto  our  attention 
has  been  mainly  turned  to  the  question  of'  our 
ability  to  construct  the  work,  or  to  the  advisa 
bUity  of  expending  our  means  therein  before 
fo rmiDg  a railway  connection  with  New  Bruns- 
wick, but  on  the  present  occasion  we  have  some- 
thing more  than  the  mere  expenditure  of  money 
to  consider,  something  rising  higher  than  dollars 
and  cents,  we  have  to  consider  whether  this  work 
has  assumed  that  aspect  which  gives  ground  for 
suspicion  that  our  public  men  have  betrayed  their 
trust  and  dealt  unjustly  witn  the  interests  of  the 
Province,  and,  if  such  grounds  exist  whether  we 
will  indorse  their  conduct,  make  it  ours,  and 
thereby  compromise  the  honor  and  reputation  of 
Nova  Scotia.  The  Pro.  Secretary  has  referred  to 
the  course  which  has  been  taken  by  the  Opposition 
for  the  last  two  or  three  years, — what  course  was 
open  to  us  excepting  the  one  we  pursued  in  re- 
straining an  opposition  to  the  Government? 
When  that  gentleman  was  in  opposition  he  oc- 
cupied himself  for  years  in  propounding  his  prin- 
ciples, in  constructing  his  platform,  and  though 
we  believed  it  unsound  and  unsafe  he  succeeded 
in  convincing  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
people  to  repose  confidence  in  him  so  that  when 
we  came  back  here  but  a mere  handful  it  would 
not  have  been  courteous  to  oppose  the  Govern- 
ment at  every  step  The  people,  having  given 
almost  their  entire  confidence  to  the  administra- 
tion, would  have  declared  such  opposition  factious, 
and  would  have  been  less)  disposed  to  weigh 
calmly  and  dispassionately  the  actions  of  those 
in  power,  our  course  therefore  was  to  let  them 
proceed  almost  unopposed  knowing  we  would  not 
have  to  wait  long  until  that  confidence  was  with- 
drawn. Nor  have  we  been  in  error.  Since  that 
three  constituencies  have  been  opened",  at  the 
first  an  almost  unprecedented  majority  for  ths 
County  of  Annapolis,  returned  a gentleman  op- 
posed to  the  Government, — at  a still  later  period 
Lunenburg  by  a two  thirds  vote  pursued  the 
same  course,  and  subsequently  when  the  town- 
ship of  Yarmouth  was  opened  that  constituency 
would  accept  no  candidate  who  was  not  pledged 
to  oppose  the  general  policy  of  the  Government 
Having  this  evidence  that  the  people  have  on  a 
calm  and  undisturbed  review  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government  decided  against  it ; forbearance  on 
our  pait  isno  longer  a virtue.  It  would  seem  the 
Pro.  Sec.  has  calculated  to  some  extent  on  being 
unopposed  and  expresses  surprise  at  the  tone  and 
language  of  the  learned  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
Surprise  in  view  of  that  great  public  question 
which  for  more  than  twelve  months  has  been 
14 


agitating  the  country  .land  he  more  than  intimated 
his  supposition,  that  because  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  entertained  views  in  some  measure 
corresponding  with  his  on  the  subject  of  Confeder- 
ation, that  gentleman  would  forego  an  investiga- 
tion into  the  Pietou  Railway  contract.  Could  he 
pay  that  gentleman  no  higher  compliment  than 
to  suppose  that  for  any  consideration  whatever 
he  would  be  restrained  from  demanding  an  en- 
quiry into  such  an  important  question,  a question 
in  reference  to  which  there  was  the  gravest  sus- 
picion that  the  country  had  been  dealt  with  uns 
fairly  ? Though  that  gentleman  may  desire  a 
union  of  the  Provinces,  I am  satisfied  he  would 
not  forego  the  opportunity  ot  ascertaining  whether 
we  shall  go  into  that  union  with  clean  hands.  If 
that  Union  ever  comes  let  us  be  careful  to  see 
that  when  Nova  >~cotia  goes  to  the  altar — the 
altar  which  some  call  the  altar  of  love,  but  which 
I fear  will  be  the  altar  of  sacrifice,  she  shall  go 
with  robes  unsullied  and  unstained.  The  Pro. 
Secretary  has  said  that  we  were  silent  when  the 
papers  were  laid  upon  the  table, — we  were  silent, 
and  why  ? Because  we  were  dumb  with  astonish- 
ment that  such  liberties  should  have  been  taken 
with  the  checks  and  guards  which  we  had  thrown 
around  the  work.  We  left  here  last  year  having 
on  our  statute  book  a law  which  we  considered 
that  no  Government  would  dare  to  disregard,  and 
when  he  annonnced  to  this  House  the  course 
which  had  been  taken  in  violation  of  this  statute, 
it  was  natural  that  we  should  be  dumb  with 
amazement.  We  left  this  House  last  year  with 
an  Act  which  provided  in  one  section  that  the 
railway  should  be  constructed  by  tender  ai_d  con- 
tract duly  advertized  for  after  the  issue  of 
plans  and  specifications,  in  another  section  that 
no  member  of  the  Legislature  should  he  a con- 
tractor or  the  surety  for  a contractor,  and  in 
another  section  providing  that  in  the  occurrence 
of  unforseen  difficulties  the  Government  shall 
have  the  power  to  suspend  the  work  and  to  await 
the  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  With  all  these 
guards  thrown  around  the  construction  of  that 
work,  we  might  well  be  amazed  when  he  told  us 
that  the  Government  had  secretly,  months  before,,- 
given  that  contract  in  total  disregard  of  this  law. 
The  Pro.  Secretary  has  attempted  to  excuse  this 
course  by  telling  us  that  the  law  was  fulfilled  in 
its  spirit  by  ascertaining  what  the  lowest  tender 
would  be.  I differ  entirely  from  his  interpreta- 
tion of  the  law,  but  in  this  case  the  Government 
did  not  even  pursue  the  course  which  he  says  was 
intended  by  the  statute,  for  they  withdrew  the 
work  from  the  contractors  nearly  twelve  months 
after  the  contracts  had  been  entered  into,  and 
they  handed  it  over,  when  entirely  new, conditions 
existed,  by  a private  bargain, and  instead  of  giving 
it  at  the  sum  for  which  the  tenders  had  been 
made  they  give  it  lor  a higher  sum  by  $250,000 
as  I shall  presently  show.  But  if  the  amount  had 
bee  i the  same,  their  act  would  still  have  been  a 
violation  of  th6  law.  The  hon.  gentleman  pre- 
tended that  he  had  precedents  for  his  policy,  and 
told  as  that  the  old  contracts  contained  clauses 
empowering  the  Government  to  withdraw  the  work 
from  the  contractors  hands,  at  which  announce- 
ment some  of  his  supporters  cried  “ hear,  hear," 
in  all  probability  preventing  him  from  finishing 
the  sentence — preventing  him  from  telling  us  that 
i u such  cases  the  Government  were  to  carry  on  the 
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work  at  the  expense  of  the  contractors  and  of  their 
sureties.  If  they  were  obliged  to  withdraw  so 
large  a portion  of  it  that -such  a course  was  im- 
practicable, the  law  provided}  that  the  legislature 
should  be  consulted,  and  the  contract  with  Mr. 
Fleming  was  not  entered  into  until  aftei^the  time 
when  the  House  might  have  been  called  together. 
A few  years  ago  we  deemed  it  expedient  to  change 
the  termination  of  the  financial  year  to  the  30th 
September,  so  that  the  session  might  take  place 
earlier  in  the  year,  here  the  emergency  arose  in 
the  fall  and  the  contract  was  given  on  the  10th 
January,  after  the  time  when  the  House  had  ex 
pressed  its  desire  to  meet.  They  therefore  showed 
a total  disregard  of  that  section  of  the  Statute 
which  provides  for  consultation  with  the  Legisla- 
ture. But  supposing  that  precedents  do  exist,  as 
I altogether  deny,  in  the  cases  referred  to,  I am 
sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  he  is  the  last  man 
who  should  violate  the  plain  and  simple  construc- 
tion of  the  law  under  the  plea  of  the  precedents  of 
his  predecessors.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
most  prominent  plank  in  the  platform  which  that 
gentleman  erected  when  in  opposition,  was  the 
principle  that  every  administration  should  scrup- 
ulously observe  the  law.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  in  1860  the  management  of  our  railways, 
instead  of  being  entrusted  to  three,  was  vested  in 
one  Commissioner  and  the  hon.  gentleman  then 
made  a grave  charge  against  the  Government  of 
the  day  for  having  violated  the  law  in  this  par- 
ticular, by  having  but  one  Commissioner  after 
construction  ceased.  On  the  very  first  day  of  the 
session  of  1861,  he  gravely  charged  the  Govern- 
ment  with  a violation  of  a simple  resolution  which 
had  passed  two  or  three  years  before  in  reference 
to  the  establishment  of  post  rides.  Declaring  that 
the  then  leader  of  the  Government  (Mr.  Howe.) 
had  grossly  violated  law  by  establishing  a post 
ride  in  a back  settlement  of  Cumberland  without 
seeing  that  the  terms  of  the  resolution  were  com- 
plied with.  In  the  same  debate  the  present  Fin. 
Secretary  said  “ this  was  an  interference  with  the 
regulations  of  the  House  and  such  a violation  of 
the  laws  of  the  land  as  should  not  be  allowed.” 
In  the  session  previous  I moved  a resolution 
calling  upon  ihe  Government  to  enquire  into  the 
management  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  with  a view 
to  reduce  its  cost  within  such  limits  as  would 
secure  efficient  superintendence.  When  the 
Government  acted  upon  that  resolution  the  nine 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  former  Govern- 
ment resigned.  The  vacancies  were  not  filled, 
other  arrangements  were  made.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man being  then  in  opposition  said  of  this,  “ I have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  Honse  cannot  ap- 
prove that  management  without  doing  violence  to 
the  laws  of  the  land  which  they  are  bound  to 
maintain, — this  House  should  see  that  they  do  not 
allow  the  very  enactments  of  its  members  to  be 
treated  with  contempt  ” Speaking  of  his  own 
management  of  that  Institution  in  reference  to 
Dr. De  Wolfe’s  wants  he  said,  “the  next  appeal  that 
ame  from  him  was  permission  to  keep  a horse  al 
he  expense  of  the  Province.  I said,  no  sir,  we 
o&nnot  allow  it ; you  must  ask  the  Legislature." 
In  these  few  extracts  see  how  careful  t(je  hon. 
gentleman  was  that  the  law  should  be  observed, 
and  the  wishes  of  the  Legislature  consulted,  and 
see  how  he  disregards  them  now.  Does  he  forget 
the  lesson  read  to  him  on  that  occasion  by  his 


then  leader  ; the  gentleman  who  now  occupies  the 
position  of  Judge  in  Equity,  and  whose  opinions 
always  commanded  in  this  House  the  greatest  re- 
spect. In  replying  to  the  Fin  Sec.  he  said,  “ he 
(F.S.)  undertook  to  say  I bad  alleged  that  eco- 
nomy and  harmony  was  nothing  ; everything  was 
law  and  order.  I do  say  I value  law  and  order 
above  everything,  because  I know  no  economy 
can  exist  without  such.  It  is  law  and  order 
which  is  the  parent  of  economy  ; for  without  these 
you  have  no  security  for  your  liberty,  your  pro- 
perty, your  character  or  anything  that  is  dear  to 
you.” 

These  were  the  words  of  a gentleman  who,  if 
he  were  now  in  the  Government  would  not  I am 
sure  have  sanctioned  such  a violation  of  the  law 
as  has  been  made  by  the  present  leader.  A few 
days  ago  we  had  here  an  interesting  examination 
of  the  pupils  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution. 
Those  present  who  saw  that  examination  will  re- 
member the  question  was  asked  them,  by  writing 
on  the  blackboard,  “ Who  was  Napoleon?”  The 
answer  which  occurred  to  me  was  the  message  he 
is  reported  to  have  sent  to  the  Senate  of  France 
when  informed  that  the  members  thought  he  was 
going  too  fast  for  the  State.  “ Tell  the  Senate,” 
said  he,  “ I am  the  State  ” And  when  the  next 
question  was  written,  “ Who  and  what  is  Dr. 
Tupper,”  and  I saw  the  puzzled  look  of  the  poor 
little  fellows  , I thought  if  they  knew  the  history 
of  this  Pictou  contract, — if  they  knew  how  he 
disregards  iaw,how  he  disposes  of  millions  of  the 
peoples  money  as  unconcernedly  as  boys  play  at 
chuck  farthing,  the  answer  would  have  been,  “ Dr. 
Tupper  is  the  State."  The  hon.  gentleman  has 
also  complained  that  the  press  was  either  silent 
on  the  subject  of  the  bargain,  or  had  given  it  their 
approval,  it  may  have  been  because  the  press  re- 
ceived and  credited  the  announcement  made  in 
the  House  that  by  this  contract  $100,000  were 
being  saved  to  the  Province,  but  we  will  presently 
see  how  tar  that  assertion  is  borne  out  by  the 
facts,  Several  estimates  and  a good  many  sur- 
veys of  the  line  have  ben  made,  and  it  is  true 
that  the  late  Chief  Engineer  made  an  estimate 
which  placed  its  supposed  cost  at  $2,216  000,  and 
it  is  also  true  that,  he  has  undertaken  to  open  the 
line  for  traffic  for  the  sum  of  $2,116,000.  On  its 
face  this  would  appear  to  be  a saving  of  $100,000. 
but  while  that  estimate  was  made  on  the  24th 
November  1861,  on  the  6th  April  1865,  the  Chief 
Engineer  in  making  another  report  says  : 

On  explaining  that  the  Engineering  character 
of  the  line  contemplated  to  be  built  under  my 
specifications,  and  for  the  above  estimate  would 
be  superior  to  the  railways  already  constructed 
within  the  Province  in  reference  to  gradients, 
alignement  and  general  efficiency, it  was  intimated 
to  me  that  without  greatly  lowering  the  standard 
of  the  work  intended  to  be  executed,  the  Govern* 
ment  would  prefer  having  such  reductions  made 
as  were  possible,  as  it  was  a matter  of  importance 
that  the  expenditure  should  not  exceed  two  mil- 
lion dollars.?’ 

He  then  goes  on  to  enumerate  the  expenditures, 
making  the  whole  cost,  including  roiling  stock 
$2,311,500.  Further  on  he  says:  “In  order  to 
bring  the  expenditure  if  possible  within  the  pro- 
posed appropriation  of  two  million  dollars.  I 
have  already  made  considerable  changes  and  alte- 
rations in  the  specifications,  in  the  gradients,  and 
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in  the  curvature.”  And  then  he  adds  : “ The 
alignement  and  gradients  are  still  open  to  such 
minor  changes  as,  during  the  progress  of  the 
work,  may  seem  expedient.”  Here  we  have  de- 
tailed the  reasons  for  a reduction  in  the  cost  o£ 
the  work  and  changes  made  to  effect  it.  When 
were  these  changes  made  ? Turn  back  to  the 
10th  December,  1864,  just  sixteen  days  after  the 
first  estimate  was  made,  and  you  find  upon  the 
journals  a memorandum  from  the  Chief  Engineer 
to  Mr.  Reekie  which  indisputably  fixes  the  sum 
decided  to  be  speut  on  the  Pietou  Railway  at 
$2,000,000.,  Just  $314,500  less  than  fhe  estimate 
made  uefore  consulting  the  gcvernment  The 
contracts  having  been  made  by  the  yard,  it  only 
became  necessary  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  work. 

$314,000  seems  a large  sum  to  be  saved  in  fifty 
miles  of  Railway,  but  any  gentleman  who  has 
given  attention  to  the  subject  knows  that  the  cost 
of  a railway  depends  principally  upon  the  gra- 
dients and  curvatures,  and  that  where  you  desire 
the  road  to  be  level  or  with  low  grades,  the  line  is 
a costly  one.  What^made  the  Railways  formerly 
built  in  England  so  very  costly  ? It  was  the  fact 
that  they  were  built  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  on  a 
level;  but  in  later  years,  by  improvements  in  lo- 
comotives greatly  increasing  their  power,  the 
lines  have  been  built  with  steeper  grades,  and 
consequently  at  a cheaper  rate.  Up  to  1857,  the 
average  cost  of  the  railways  in  Great  Britan  was 
£34,950  stg.  per  mile,  but  after  the  introduction 
of  heavier  gradients  the  average  of  ten  lines 
in  1858,  fell, to  £11.823,  so  that  tne  House  will 
see  that  a large  saving  may  be  effected  by  making 
heavier  grades  and  sharper  curve;'.  It  then  being 
plain  on  the  face  of  the  papers  that  these  altera- 
tions were  made,  the  contract  with  Mr.  Fleming, 
instead  of  being  $100,000  less,  is,  as  I have  shewn, 
$214,500  over  and  above  the  estimate  made  on  the 
10th  December  by  Mr.  Fleming  himself.  So 
much  then  for  the  impression  attempted  to  be 
conveyed,  that  m ney  is  l eing  saved  by  the  trans- 
action. One  of  the  reason?  given  for  the  adoption 
of  the  course  alluded  to  has  been  that  by  the 
existing  contract  the  line  will  be  open  for  traffic 
severa,  years  sooner  than  it  otherwise  could  be  ; 
but  in  the  letters  which  passed  between  Mr. 
Fleming  and  the  Provincial  Secretary,  dated  30th 
October  and  10th  November,  Mr  Fleming  engages 
to  carry  it  on  under  the  government,  and  to  have 
it  opened  at  the  same  time  as  that  specified  in  his 
con ir act  ; it  is  true  that,  as  Engineer,  he  gave  no 
security  lor  the  fulfilment  of  this  promise,  but  it 
is  equally  true  that,  as  a contractor,  he  gives  no 
security  which  is  more  reliable  than  if  the  Attor- 
ney General  gave  his  ink  horn,  or  the  Provincial 
Secretary  bis  piil  box,  in  pledge.  We  are  told 
that  there  was  a difficulty  in  making  thepayments , 
and  that  that  is  the  reason  why  the  work  should 
be  handed  over  privately  ; but  Mr  Fleming  says 
in  his  report  : “ In  making  all  payments  ;n  con- 
nection with  this  Railway  extension,  a system  of 
certificates  and  accounts  has  been  introduced, 
which  can  scarcely  fail,  L think,  to  give  satisfac- 
tion.” I cannot  see  how  any  greater  difficulty 
would  occur  in  making  payments  with  Mr.  Flem- 
ing carrying  on  the  work  as  Engineer  than  other- 
wise. 

Let  us  look  now  at  the  step  by  which  this  con- 
tract has  been  reached.  A good  deal  has  been 
said  by  the  leader  of  the  opposition  upon  the 


point  which  T am  now  going  to  touch,  and  it 
will  be  recollected  how  anxious  the  Prov.  Sec. 
was  to  get  in  his  ear  on  that  occasion,  insinuat- 
ing that  he  had  something  to  say  that  would 
explode  the  whole  argument, — but  when  after- 
wards we  had  the  explosion,  the  house  must 
have  been  of  the  opinion  that  the  leader  of  the 
government  had  exploded  himself.  As  I lis- 
tened to  the  Prov.  Sec.  giving  up  point  after 
point  of  his  case,  I was  forcibly  reminded  of  an 
incident  which  came  under  my  notice  in  early 
life.  We  were  engaged  scowing  deals  on  one 
of  the  rivers  of  Londonderry,  and  the  craft  we 
had,  being  very  much  like  the  government 
barge,  not  A.  1.  at  Lloyd’s  or  any 
where  else,  often  had  more  water  inside 
than  was  desirable.  For  convenience  sake 
there  was  a hole,  from  which  when  the  tide 
had  left  the  scow  the  plug  was  taken  and  the 
water  ran  out.  It  happened  at  one  time  that 
in  bringing  her  up  the  river  with  the  tide  she 
“ shipped”  more  water  than  usual,  and  had 
become  almost  unmanageable.  The  surveyor 
from  the  bank  observing  the  state  of  matters, 
and  being  a great  wag  called  out  to  the  mania 
charge:  “let  out  the  water;”  “pall  out  the 
plug.”  The  direction,  to  the  astonishment  of 
us  all  was  obeyed,  when  of  course  the  plug 
was  out  the  tide  rushed  in  and  soon  swamped 
the  scow.  Now  when  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition sat  down  every  one  felt  that  the  govern- 
ment craft  had  shipped  a good  many  seas,  in 
fact  was  nearly  water-logged.  And  when  the 
Prov.  Sec.  got  up  we  looked  at  least  for  an 
attempt  to  bale  her  out,  but  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  every  one  he  pulled  out  the  plug  and 
swamped  his  craft.  He  gave  up  his  entire  case. 

This  contract  has  been  taken  for  the  lump 
sum  of  $2,116,000,  and  on  looking  at  the  several 
steps  by  which  we  are  led  to  this  we  see  a good 
many  curious  features.  To  go  back  to  1864, 
when  the  act  was  passed,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  it  was  with  an  understanding  that 
the  railway  would  only  cost|  £400,000.  I have 
referred  to  the  speech  of  the  Atorney  Gener- 
al who  was  then  Solicitor  General, 
and  I find  his  assurance  given  to  the  house 
that  the  cost  of  the  Railway  will  be  $1,600,000, 
bat  we  are  told  that  the  increase  arises  from, 
the  change  of  location, — that  may  he,  hut  the 
impression  created  was  that  the  line  was  to 
terminate  at  Abercrombie  Point.  Whether 
there  were  sufficient  reasons  for  the  change  or 
not,  I am  not  going  to  consider,  but  I find  it 
stated  in  the  speech  of  the  Prov.  Sec’y,  in  sub- 
mitting the  papers,  and  to  which  our  attention 
has  been  invited,  that  he  had  made  arrange- 
ments with  gentlemen  who  were  intending  to 
invest  in  coal  mines,  and  had  given  assurances 
that  intercourse  would  be  opened  at  no  late 
date,  and  that  great  disappointment  would  re- 
sult to  those  gentlemen.  We  have  no  means 
of  ascertaining  whether  these  arrangements 
were  made  before  or  after  the  location  of  the 
road ; they  are  not,  I believe,  upon  the  Journals ; 
they  appear  to  have  been  private,  and  if  made 
before  the  location  of  the  liue  you  may  sup- 
pose that  all  the  surveys  were  made  with  a view 
of  placing  the  line  in  its  present  position  and  not 
to  ascertain  the  best  location  tor  it.  But  it 
having  been  located  and  the  work  proceeded 
with,  on  the  26th  October  last  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer Mr.Fleming  announces  to  the  government 
that  a great  deal  remains  to  be  done  and  that 
the  probabilities  are  that  it  will  not  he  done 
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in  time.  On  the  28th  Oct.  the  Pro.  Sec.  asks  him 
to  suggest  any  means  by  which  the  line  can  be 
opened  by  May,  1867,  and  we  have  in  reply  a 
lett  r dated  30th  October,  in  which  the  Engi- 
neer undertakes  to  open  it  for  traffic  by  that 
time,  on  certain  conditions.  He  says — 

“ Being  fully  alive,  however,  to  the  heavy  respon- 
sibility which  would  rest  upon  me,  I would  stipulate 
as  an  indispensable  condition  that  I should  have  full 
authority  to  act  from  beginning  to  end  in  the  prose- 
cution of  these  works  upon  my  own  judgment.”  “ 1 
would  close  arrangements  with  all  contractors,  ter- 
minate their  contracts,  and  release  their  sureties.” 
Further  on  he  asks  power  to  “substitute  tun 
nels  for  culverts  and  bridges,”  and  “ adopt  such 
other  measures  as  from  time  to  time  appeared 
expedient  to  accomplish  the  main  object  in 
view.”  On  the  31st  the  Prov.  Sec.  tells  him  to 
proceed  with  the  work,  and  adopts  the  sugges- 
tions made.  On  the  10th  November  we  have  a 
letter  in  which  Mr.  Fleming  assumes  the  res- 
ponsibility of  opening  the  line  at  that  time,  and 
subsequently  we  have  his  offer  to  undertake  the 
work  for  $2,116,500.  Then  we  have  the  con- 
tract made  with  him,  which  embodies  these  two 
letters  in  which  he  has  stipulated  for  full  autho- 
rity to  act  from  beginning  to  end  according  to  his 
own  judgment.  It  may  be  supposed  that  these 
letters  were  written  by  Mr.  Fleming  as  Chief 
Engineer  and  that  these  conditions  do  not  apply 
to  him  in  his  capacity  of  contractor,  but  it  is  a 
most  remarkable  circumstance  that  while  all 
the  letters  and  reports  up  to  30th  October  are 
signed  by  him  as  Chief  Engineer,  that  letter  of 
the  30th,  and  those  in  connection  with  it,  in 
which  he  stipulates  for  these  powers  are  signed 
4t  Sanford  Fleming”  merely,  without  “ Chief 
Engineer*’  being  attached,  and  therefore  these 
terms  and  conditions  go  with  him  and  form  a 
part  of  his  agreement.  Here  you  have  evi- 
dence that  on  the  3(hh  October  Mr  Fleming  was 
preparing  the  way  for  the  contract,  writing  a 
letter  containing  stipulations  and  omitting  the 
title  from  the  signature,  which  might  imply  that 
the  powers  belonged  to  him  as  Chief  Engineer 
If  you  have  here  a circumstance  creatin  g in 
your  minds  a suspicion  that  this  gentleman  pre 
vious  to  getting  the  contract  was  planning  and 
plotting  on  the  30th  October  to  obtain 
it,  how  far  back  may  not  your  suspicions 
cirry  you?  May  you  not  suppose  that  from 
fche  very  hour  when  the  other  contractors  en- 
tered on  the  work,  he  commenced  to  plan,  and 
that  his  condemning  the  material  and  harassing 
those  who  were  employed  was  intended  to  drive 
them  out  ? He  had  been  invested  with  the  sole 
newer  of  saying  what  species  of  work  should 
done  ; there  was  no  appeal  from  his  decision, 
‘ana''  I ask  if  he  were  seeking  for  himself  the 
conti  ’acfc»  can  t^iere  be  &ny  wonder  that  these 
men  b nought  their  cases  here  and  told  us  they 
were  ru  tnetl.  Sir,  I never  like  to  hear  of  ruin. 
It  brings  miQd  visions  of  men  bowed  and 

broken  in  spirit;  of  wives  perishing  in  want; 
of  children.  crying  for  t>r0ad-  And  when  the 
Prov.  Secre  tary  called  up  the  picture,  there 
arose*  with  it  another  character,— an  engineer 
clothed  with  nepotic  power;  a very  autocrat 
plac  ng  his  iron  hee.l  upon  these  men,  grinding 


them  to  the  very  dust,  until  they  begged  per- 
mission to  go.  But  the  picture,  dark  as  it  is, 
has  something  blacker  still  I see  then  standing 
in  the  background,  the  Prov.  Secretary  of  Nova 
Scotia  privately  handing  over  to  this  same  en- 
gineer a contract  for  the  whole  work  I see 
him  shroud  it  in  darkness  and  bury  it  for 
months  in  the  grave  of  secresy.  And  now  the 
Prov  Secretary  comes  forward  and  tells  us  it 
was  so  hidden  “ to  serve  the  public  interest ; ” 
to  enable  Sanford  Flemming,  after  he  had 
taken  the  contract  to  make  better  termj  with 
, the  old  contractors  ; to  grind  a few  more  dollars 
out  of  them.  Public  interest  indeed!  Mr. 
Hanford  Fleming’s  interests  alone.  Sir,  I 
know  not  what  term  to  apply  to  such  conduct 
in  a government.  I know  not  what  to  call  it — 
f shall  not  venture  an  opinion ; but,  in  private 
life,  it  is  called  extorting  money  under  false  pre- 
tences, and  our  laws  makes  ic  indictible  knavery. 

Having  shewn  you  evidence  that  for  some 
months  Mr.  Fleming  was  laying  his  plans  to 
secure  the  contract  on  his  own  terms;  I will 
proceed  to  examine  the  next  step  in  the  trans- 
action. When  the  offer  of  Mr.  Fleming  is  made 
the  Prov.  Secretary  sends  the  whole  corres- 
pondence to  Mr.  McNab.  It  has  been  asked 
“ who  is  Mr.  McNab"?  And  the  answer  given 
was  that  be  was  a gentleman  so  high  minded 
that  he  refused  to  take  a subordinate  position. 
I bardly  know  what  the  Prov.  Secretary  calls 
a subordinate  position,  but  amongst  the  public 
accounts  I find  a bill  which  I hold  in  my  hand 
shewing  that  this  gentleman  was  engaged  in  the 
pro  wn  Land  Office  at  $600  a year.  The  letter  of 
instructions  requests  Mr.  McNab  to  examine 
without  delay  the  condition  of  the  work,  and 
report  whether  it  is  for  the  public  interest  to 
accept  Mr.  Fleming's  offer.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  spoke  of  the  impropriety  of  hand- 
ing over  the  papers  in  a way  that  gave  the  inti- 
mation that  his  decision  if  favorable  would 
create  a vacancy  in  an  office  worth  $3000  a 
year;  and  while  I do  not  pretend  to  say  that 
the  circumstance  had  undue  influence  on  the 
mind  of  Mr.  McNab,  I must  say  that  to  the 
majority  of  minds  the  ascent  from  $600  to  $3000 
would  be  regarded  as  very  considerable — it 
was  a temptation  too  great  to  be  placed  in  the 
way  of  most  men.  This  is  not  all,  however — 
the  Prov.  Sec.  goes  further;  he  does  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  and  inconceivable  things 
possible;  he  actually  sends  Mr.  McNab  to  Mr. 
Fleming  to  obtain  assistance  in  making  up 
bis  report,  telling  him  in  the  letter  of  the  28th 
Dec.  that  “The  Railway  Department  and 
Chief  Engineer  will  be  instructed  to  afford  you 
every  facility  in  the  discharge  of  tiiis  duty.” 
Sir,  tbe  Prov.  Sec.  told  us  that  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  must  have  sat  with  a disap- 
pointed contractor  at  his  elbow  when  prepar- 
ing his  case.  The  great  German  poet  tells  us 
of  a certain  doctor  who  sat  with  a celebrated 
character  at  his  elbow  tempting  and  trying 
him,  and  our  imagination  easily  takes  us  to 
the  Provincial  Secretary’s  office  to  see  another 
Doctor  tempted  and  seduced  by  art  interested 
engineer  at  his  elbow. 

But  I venture  to  affirm  that  the  wildest  ima- 
gination of  poet  or  politician  never  before  con- 
ceived auything  so  absurd  so  preposterous  as 
this  sending  of  Mr.  McNab  to  Mr.  Fleming  for 
assistance  to  make  up  his  report— Is  this 
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whole  thing  a farce?  Can  it  he  a reality?  Yes 
Mr.  Speaker  for  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  it 
is  a stern  reality  involving  over  two  millions 
of  their  money.  But  what  does  Mr.  McNab 
say?  He  says: — From  the  proposal  made,  if 
will  be  seen  that  a reduction  of  $100,000  will 
be  effected  in  the  anticipated  cost  of  Railway.” 
Now  I have  shewn  the  house  as  clearly  as  Mr. 
Fleming’s  figures  can  shew  that  on  the  10th  of 
December  1804,  he  put  down  the  cost  at  $2,- 
000,000,  and  Mr.  McNab  overlooking  that  cir- 
cumstance on  the  2nd  January,  1866,  makes 
the  above  statement  while  in  reality  the  offer 
was  $214,000  more  than  the  anticipated  cost 
excluding  rolling  stock.  Mr.  McNab  then 
goes  into  certain  speculations  concluding  by 
proposing  to  substantiate  his  views  by  the 
facts,  exceeding  all  other  engineers,  whom  I 
ever  knew,  in  making  an  Estimate  a fact. 
His  “ facts”  would  make  it  appear  that  the 
cost  exceeded  Mr.  Fleming’s  proposal  by  $169,- 
232.  If  the  government  considered  Mr.  Me 
Nab’s  “ facts”  worthy  of  reliance  should  they 
have  given  the  contract  \yithout  taking  any 
security  as  to  the  character  of  the  work  to  be 
performed.  In  Mr.  Fleming’s  estimate  of  24th 
of  Nov.  1864,  after  the  tenders  are  in  he  puts 
down  for  earth  work,  masonry,  &c.,  $965,000, 
for  extra  bridges,  foundations,  &c  , $250,000, 
for  iron  girders  $140,000,  making  in  these  three 
items  $1,355,000.  He  then  puts  in  superstruc- 
ture, Station  buildiugs,  Steam  ferry  service, 
engineering  and  at  the  bottom  10  per  cent  con- 
tingencies which  are  naturally  supposed  to  be 
distributed  over  the  whole  service.  But  Mr. 
McNab  brings  up  this  contingency  sum  and 
with  a few  thousand  dollars  adds  it  to  the  first 
three  items,  he  then  adds  $40,996  to  the  super- 
structure, $10,000  to  engineering,  leaving  sta- 
tion and  ferry  services  at  the  same  figures  as 
in  Fleming’s  estimate.  And  why  so  when  all 
the  other  services  were  increased?  Is  it  be- 
cause Mr.  Fleming  vras  faciliating  Mr.  Mc- 
Nab to  make  up  his  report.  It  was  important 
to  him  to  have  the  sums  to  be  expended  on 
those  services  fixed.  Mr.  Fleming  esti- 
mated them  at  $70,000.  Mr.  McNab 
faciliated  by  Mr.  Fleming  does  not 
change  the  figures  and  they  pass  quiet- 
ly over  into  the  contract  at  $70,000. 
Having  got  this  report  the  work  is  handed 
over  but  the  contract  gives  something  more 
than  Mr.  Fleming  stipulated  for  in  his  let- 
ters of  October  30th  and  December  27th.  The 
old  contractors  were  obliged  to  furnish  securi- 
ties and  we  are  told  that  this  would  have  cost 
Mr.  Fleming  $50,000,  but  the  government  re- 
lieve him  from  that  outlay, — then  the  old  con- 
tractors were  subjected  to  a reservation  of  fif- 
teen per  cent  for  two  months  after  the  work  is 
completed,  but  Mr.  Fleming  is  paid  all  but  ten 
per  cent.,  and  is  paid  in  full  whenever  any  part 
of  the  work  is  completed,  and  in  addition  to 
passing  men  and  materials  free,  the  Prov.  Sec- 
retary, in  the  abundance  of  his  generosity, 
throws  in  a couple  of  engines  and  trains  of 
cars.  In  1861  he  was  so  scrupulous  as  to  re- 
fuse Dr.  DeWolf  permission  to  keep  a horse 
without  asking  this  legislature;  but  in  1866 
when  he  has  become  the  State,  he  throws  in 
two  steam  horses  and  lots  of  cars.  Now  let  us 
turn  our  attention  to  see  if  Mr.  McNab  can  be 
correct  in  stating  that  Mr.  Fleming  is  to  lose 
$169,000  by  the  contract.  In  his  letter  of  the 
26th  of  October  last  he  gives  the  quantities  of 


the  different  kinds  of  work  undone;  take  these' 
quantities  and  form  the  average  prices  of  the 
old  contracts,  the  sum  given  is  g$599, 405;  add 
amount  for  work  done  $310,609;  allow  for  ex- 
tra services  say  $155,000.  Take  Laurie’s  esti- 
mate for  superstructure,  deducting  difference 
in  ballast  and  rail,  and  for  84f  miles,  with  5 per 
cent,  sidings,  it  gives  $415,447.  Station  service 
is  fixed  at  $40,000.  Ferry  and  wharves  at  $30,- 
000.  Add  balance  of  engineering  estimated  by 
Fleming  taking  out  Chief  Engineer’s  salary, 
and  expense  of  office,  leaving  $15,000.  On  the 
present  railways  to  Truro  and  Windsor  we 
have  1327  feet  of  iron  bridges.  The  iron  for 
the  50  feet  spans  cost  $40.30  per  foot,  and  for 
the  100  feet  spans  about  $90.  Assuming  that 
on  this  road  there  are  800  feet  of  iron  bridges 
at  say  $110  per  foot,  it  gives  $87,000  more,  inn- 
ing a total  sum  of  $1,653,461— leaving  for  Mr. 
Fleming  $463,000,  provided  the  use  of  the  en- 
gines and  cars,  and  the  haul  of  material  and 
men  are  equal  to  the  contingency;  if  not  con- 
sidered sufficient,  throw  off  one  or  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  and  you  have  still  left  for 
him  an  enormons  sum. 

Let  us  try  another  mode  of  ascertaining 
whether  Mr.  Fleming’s  contract  is  likely  to 
prove  profitable.  Take  the  entire  expenditure 
on  our  present  roads  to  Truro  and  Windsor  up 
to  .Dec  31st,  1860,  one  year  after  they  were 
opened  $4,233,577,  divided  by  93  miles  without 
sidings  gives  cost  per  mile  including  sidings 
$45,552.  Deduct  work  net  done  by  Fleming 
at  prices  given  by  Laurie  as  the  cost  on  those 
lines,  that  is:  difference  in  make, and  weight  of 
rail  $1924,  station  service  $1740,  locomotives 
and  cars  $4452,  fences  land  and  damages  $839, 
salaries  of  chief  engineer  and  commissioners, 
$500,  interest  included  in  construction  fund, 
$1000.  Allow  an  average  profit  to  the  old  con- 
tractors by  the  time  they  had  their  extras  of 
$1000  per  mile  and  you  have  left  as  the  com- 
parative cost  of  the  work  to  be  done  by  Flem- 
ing $34,097  per  mile  or  for  48|  miles  $i, 662, 228. 
Add  to  this  $40,000  for  station  services  and 
$30,000  for  wharves  and  ferry  making  a total 
of  1,736,238  which  taken  from  the  contract  sum 
with  say  $20,000  for  use  of  engine,  cars  and 
other  perquisites  leaving  a balance  for  Mr. 
Fleming  of  $404,272,  supposing  he  builds  as 
good  a work  as  our  present  lines.  1 

We  have  been  told  Mr.  Laurie  estimated  the 
Pictou  line  to  cost  £12,000  per  mile.  True,  but 
his  estimate  was  on  a different  specification 
from  Fleming’s.  But  with  the  different  spe- 
cification the  reduction  in  ballast  and  rail,  the 
Pictou  line  under  Mr.  Fleming’s  contract 
will  cost  very  little  if  any  less  than  $48,000  per 
mile  when  completed.  Assuming  that  Mr. 
Fleming  gets  with  the  use  of  cars  and  other 
allowances  what  is  equivalent  to  $2,136,500  this 
for  fifty  miles  is  $42,730  per  mile,  add  for  total 
rolling  stock  estimated  by  Mr.  Lanrie  $2788 
per  mile,  then  put  down  for  interest  during  con- 
struction, Chief  Engineer’s  salary,  prepartion 
of  commissions  and  his  office  expenses  and  a 
good  many  other  little  items  which  I observe 
among  the  public  accounts,  such  for  instance 
as  $100  for  a carpet  for  the  office,  another  $100 
to  Hyde  for  an  extra  coach  to  Pictou,  and  a 
little  bill  I see  in  one  quarter  of  $455  from  the 
Hon.  Att.y.  General  for  legal  services, — 
which,  and  a host  of  others,  it  i3  not  presumed 
Mr.  Fleming  will  pay, — put  down  for  all  such 
items  at  the  very  least  $2000  per  mile,  and  you 
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have  a total  of  $47,515  per  mile,  nearly  $2000 
per  mile  more  than  the  old  lines  cost  after 
twelve  months’  upholdance.  And  yet  the  at- 
tempt is  made  to  convince  us  that  the  road 
will  cost  very  much  less  than  Laurie’s  estimate. 
Comparing  this  cost  with  other  roads  in  Canada 
I find  the  average  cost  of  664  miles  of  railway 
is  put  at  $27,847  per  mile.  The  St.  John  and 
Portland  road  is  said  to  be  contracted  for  at 
$35,000  per  mile.  The  road  from  Portland  to 
Montreal  was  built  and  equipped  for  $36,000 
and  the  contractor  it  is  said  cleared  a million 
and  a half  dollars  by  it.  In  the  state  of  New 
York  the  average  on  490  miles  is  put  at  $35,000, 
being  $12,515  less  than  the  Pictou  line  will  cost 
us.  But  the  house  might  not  be  so  much  dis- 
posed to  complain  at  the  cost  if  we  were  only 
assured  that  the  road  will  be  faithfully  built. 
What  security  have  we?  Where  are  the  means 
for  controlling  the  new  contractor?  We  have 
been  told  that  the  engineering  staff  is  in  the 
control  of  the  government,  but  we  should  not 
forget  that  they  are  the  same  meu  who  came 
here  with  Mr.  Fleming  and  are  to  a large  extent 
dependant  upon  him  and  instead  of  acting 
in  the  interests  of  the  government,  if  I am 
not  misinformed,  some  of  them  at  least  are 
acting  as  the  agents  of  Mr.  Fleming.  Again 
we  are  told  Mr.  McNab  will  ensure  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  the  work,  but  does  any  one 
knowing  the  men  really  expect  this?  The 
Prov.  Sec.  told  us  Mr.  McNab’s  salary  is  fixed 
at  $2400  per  year.  Mr.  Fleming’s  was  $3000. 
Now  the  moment  the  government  fixed  Mr. 
McNab’s  salary  at  less  than  they  paid  Mr. 
Fleming,  they  made  an  acknowledgement 
that  Mr.  McNab  is  worth  less  than  Mr.  Flem- 
ing, and  yet  they  tell  us  the  inferior  man  will 
control  the  superior.  Mr.  McNab  control 
Fleming!  The  idea  is  absurd.  You  might  as 
well  expect  the  little  steamer  Neptune  to  pre- 
vent a Cunard  ship  from  going  to  sea,  or  ask 
one  of  the  ferry  boats  to  keep  out  the  Fenians, 
or  Admiral  Hope  and  his  fleet.  But  the  Prov. 
Sec.  tells  us  the  Province  is  safe,  the  quality  of 
the  work  is  ensured,  because  the  old  contrac- 
tors who  have  been  driven  off  the  work  will 
watch  its  progress,  and  report  any  neglect  to 
the  government.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  too  bad 
— too  bad,  indeed,  to  be  seriously  told  that  the 
faithful  disbursement  of  these  millions  is  de- 
pendent upon  the  rumors  that  may  reach  the 
government.  Ras  it  never  occurred  to  the 
Prov.  Sec.  that  those  old  contractors  whom  he 
describes  as  ruined,  cannot  afford  to  spend 
their  time  inspecting  this  work;  that  they  will 
be  forced  to  seek  some  paying  employment  to 
earn  bread  for  their  families.  And  what  then  ? 
What  course  will  the  Prov.  Sec.  take.  Will 
he  hire  a brigade  of  boys  from  the  Industrial 
School,  or  if  the  expense  is  too  great  for  a re- 
trenchment government,  will  he  detail  a de- 
tachment of  old  women  from  the  Poor 
House?  The  Provincial  Secretary  seemed  to 
feel  his  position  and  the  difficulties  and 
absurdities  into  which  he  has  got 
when  he  laid  the  papers  containing  this  con- 
tract upon  the  table  of  the  house,  and  endea- 
vored to  excuse  and  shelter  himself  under 
the  plea  that  the  management  of  rail- 
ways by  government  was  not  his  policy.  I 
tell  him  the  policy  which  he  is  pursuing  is  not 
the  policy  which  the  house  for  eight  or 
ten  years  has  pursued,  by  which  the  work 
should  have  been  let  by  public  competition, 


and  our  interests  guarded  by  an  efficient  su- 
pervision. Did  the  hon,  gentleman  intend  his 
remark  as  a passing  fling  at  the  man  who  has 
been  most  instrumental  in  introducing  this  po- 
licy of  government  railways  into  Nova  Scotia, 
and  to  announce  his  policy  of  withdrawing 
from  the  entire  responsibility  of  railway  man- 
agement. In  the  early  history  of  railways  in  the 
country  where  they  had  their  birth,  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England  stood  aloof  from  railway 
management  until  the  evils  growing  out  of  over- 
grown monopolies,  gambling  railway  directors, 
and  the  false  value  of  shares  were  ruining  thou- 
sands, and  forced  government  to  step  in  and 
exertise  almost  as  great  a control  over  the  rail- 
ways of  the  kingdom  as  we  have  over  our  gov- 
ernment railways.  They  fixed  the  character  of 
the  road,  the  nature  of  every  bridge  on  it,  the 
maximum  tariff ; they  supervise  itsmaintenance ; 
approve  all  bye-laws  of  the  companies ; make 
public  weekly  returns  of  the  earnings  and  ex- 
penses ; provide  for  cheap  or  Parliamentary 
trains  each  day  on  every  road,  and  reserve  the 
right  to  purchase  the  road  at  the  end  of  20  years 
after  granting  the  charter.  The  Provincial 
Secretary’s  policy,  however,  is  entirely 
different ; he  subsidizes  companies,  and  then 
leaves  them  uncontrolled;  and  where  does  this 
policy  lead  ? It  has  led  him  to  deal  with  a com- 
pany that  has  been  publicly  charged  by  a com- 
mittee of  investigation  with  having  by  its  chief 
manager,  Mr  George  Knight,  paid  away  £72  - 
000  as  secret  service  money  in  procuring  con- 
tracts, paid  by  the  man  who  has  secured 
from  the  Prov.  Sec  the  contract  for  the  Anna- 
polis railway.  But  what  has  the  hon  gentle- 
man’s policy  led  to  in  other  countries  1 In  the  his- 
tory of  railways  in  Canada,  as  detailed  in  a work 
called  “ Eighty  Years’  Progress  of  British  Ame- 
rica,” we  have  an  account  given  of  the  influ- 
ence acquired  by  one  member  of  Parliament,  in 
the  controul  he  held  over  the  subsidies  from  the 
government  and  the  municipalities.  Let  me 
read  a short  extract  • — 

“ An  English  Contractor  was,  without  competition, 
about  to  pounce  quietly  upon  the  contract  for  the 
Toronto  and  Hamilton  Railway,  when  his  American 
“ brother”  demanded  and  received  a royalty  of 
£10,000  sterling,  before  he  would  allow  a corporation 
to  be  so  imposed  upon.” 

Here  is  a case  precisely  similar  to  our’s  in 
one  respect,  a contractor  about  quietly  to 
pounce  upon  a contract,  and  if  we  for  a moment 
suppose  Mr.  McNab  capable  of  using  this  ad- 
vantage over  Mr.  Fleming,  lie  might  have  le- 
vied black  mail  before  allowing  the  Province  to 
be*  “imposed  upon.”  Let  me  trouble  the  House 
with  another  instance. 

“ The  Toronto  Northern  road  was  let  to  a company 
of  American  contractors  at  a price  pey  mile  payment 
being  made  chiefly  in  the  Company’s  stock  and  bonds 
and  the  Government  guarantee  debentures.  One 
half  the  work  upon  seventy-five  miles  should  first  be 
completed  by  the  contractors.  Having  exhausted 
their  means  in  reaching,  as  they  hoped,  this  position, 
the  contractors,  through  the  company,  called  on  the 
Government  for  the  advance,  but  upon  an  inspection 
by  the  Government  Engineer,  the  road  was  found  ,to 
have  been  so  “ scamped”  that  the  commissioner  of 
public  works  refused  to  recommend  the  issue  of  the 
Provincial  bonds.  Here  was  a fix ! But  the  contrac- 
tors sent  for  their  American  brother,  who,  for  a bro- 
kerage of  $100,000  of  the  first  mortgage  bonds  of  the 
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Company,  undertook  to  obtain  the  guarantee.  He 
went  to  his  colleague  in  the  Government;  the  com- 
missioner of  public  works  was  hunted  out  of  office 
on  a suddenly  raised  issue  (which  immediately  there- 
after was  dropped)  and  ju  t one  week  after  the  guar- 
antee bonds  were  forthcoming.  In  connection  with 
this  incident  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  a member 
of  the  Government  shortly  afterward  paid  away 
nearly  £10,000  of  the  first  mortgage  bonds  of  the 
same  company  in  the  purchase  of  real  estate.” 

Such  are  the  fruits  borne  in  other  Provinces, 
by  the  policy  which  the  hon.  gentlemen  has 
adopted  of  mixing  up  members  of  government 
and  companies.  Turning  to  the  mother  coun- 
try we  find  the  same  pernicious  evils  were  at 
work  there  before  Parliament  declared  that  all 
the  accounts, — the  disposal  of  all  monies  should 
be  made  public.  Lord  Brougham  advocating 
such  a remedy  in  1849,  said  : — 

“ I have  seen  some  of  the  bills  of  costs  to  which 
the  carrying  of  those  railway  measures  gave  rise.  I 
saw  that  tne  money  had  been  epent,  but  I never  for  a 
moment  supposed  that  a single  shilling  of  that  mo- 
ney went  improperly  into  the  pockets  of  the  agents ; 
they  were  men  of  honor,  and  incapable  of  appropria- 
ting a penny  of  that  money  to  their  own  use;  but 
they  were  periectly  capable  ot  applying  shares  for  the 
benefit  of  the  company.  They  were  prompt  to  send 
shares  in  the  right  direction— nothing  so  good  as 
shares  in  right  places : applied  to  members  at  crittcal 
momenta— nothing  could  ne  more  effectual  than  the 
application  of  shares;  they  often  brought  down  half 
a dozen  members  or  more  to  vote  upon  a question 
they  had  never  hoard  debated.” 

If,  then,  these  are  some  of  the  fruits  which  a 
policy  very  much  akin  to  that  adopted  by  the 
Prov.  Sec  ha9  produced  in  other  countries,  I 
think  ther-  is  little  doubt  but  the  reputation  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  her  public  men  will  be  safer 
under  the  old  policy  upon  which  we  acted  for  a 
number  of  years.  But  says  the  Provincial 
Secretary,  “do  not  pass  this  resolution,  it  is  a 
serious  matter  to  tie  down  our  public  men.”— 
Sir,  I think  there  are  a good  many  public 
men  who  are  the  better  of  being  tied  down  — 
restricted  in  their  action,  and  it  is  a much 
more  serious  matter  when  they  will  not 
like  the  Davenport  brothers  stay  tied.  The 
member  for  Yarmouth  spoke  of  one  of  our  pub- 
lic men  as  the  “ big  brother”  and  we  have  also 
the  little  brother.  When  we  left  here  last  year 
we  thought  we  had  those  brothers  “tied  down” 
to  one  course  in  the  construction  of  Pictou  rail» 
way  by  an  act  as  clear  and  strong  as  can  be  put 
upon  our  statute  book,  but  when  we  returned, 
we  found  to  our  amazement  the  brothers,  Davem 
port  like,  untied,  and  “ going  with  a perfect 
looseness. ” The  Prov.  Sec  makes  another  com- 
plaint. He  charges  us  with  going  into  the  in- 
vestigation of  this  subject  to  arouse  public  feel- 
ing against  the  government  No,  sir,  it  is  not 
for  that  object.  We  did  not  require  to  take  it 
up  for  that  purpose.  Public  feeling  runs  al- 
ready strong  enough  against  the  government  to 
sweep  it  away  whenever  opportunity  offers. 
Upon  that  issue  alone  of  public  retrenchment, 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  raised  in  1862  and 
1863  the  public  decided  him  unworthy  of  confi- 
dence. They  now  see  him  paying  out  exclusive 
of  railways  over  half  a milliou  of  dollars  a year 
more  than  he  proposed  in  that  scheme,  and  how 
earnestly  did  he  advocate  it.  Never  sir,  have  I 


seen  it  equalled  upon  the  floors  of  this  House. 
O I shall  never  forget  the  hourwhen  he  gave  his 
solemn  pledges  to  carry  out  his  scheme;  when 
he  told  us  he  had  put  hi3  hands  to  the  plough 
and  would  never  look  back.  Every  lesson  of 
my  life  in  economy  and  retrenchment  rose  up 
before  me.  I thought  of  him  who  had  given 
me  lessons  in  early  life  and  who  here  in  this 
House  for  eighteen  years  was  acknowledged  on 
all  hands  a faithful  guardian  of  the  public  inter- 
ests, and  who  never  byword  or  lips  or  pen  or  deed 
gave  me,  his  son,  any  cause  to  suspect  his 
honest  zeal  in  protecting  the  public  chest,  and 
asked  myself  what  would  he  if  living  and  here 
bid  me  do.  The  answer  which  came  to  my 
mind  was,  if  the  scheme  is  practicable  and 
sound  support  it,  regardless  of  the  fate  of  any 
government  Believing  it  unsound  I voted 
against  it  But  not  so  with  the  people  : they 
accepted  it  and  gave  him  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority to  carry  it  out  Where  is  that  scheme 
now  ? Where  is  the  hon.  Prov.  Secretary  ? 
Paying  away  half  a million  more  than  he  pro- 
posed in  1863;  and  on  this  issue  alone  the  peo- 
ple have  determined  to  remove  him.  They 
have  heard  of  men  riding  in  public  conveyan- 
ces with  a loose  mantle  about  them  and  a pair 
of  false  hands  folded  in  front  to  lull  suspicion 
while  the  real  hands  were  finding  their  way 
into  their  fellow  travellers  pockets,  and  they 
now  think  that  when  the  hon  gentleman  put  on 
the  mantle  of  Herbert  Huntington,  and  the 
old  reformers,  the  hands  he  puf  to  the  plough 
were  not  real — that  the  real  hands  were  hidden 
that  they  might  the  better  get  deep  to  the  arm 
pits  in  the  public  chest,  and  they  wait— they 
long  for  the  opportunity  to  sweep  him  from  his 
position  Therefore,  Sir,  there  was  no  neces- 
sity to  bring  this  case  here  to  excite  public 
opinion.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  having  brought 
it  here  for  investigation  in  the  discharge  of  a 
public  duty,  what  if  the  people  shou’d  on  an  ex- 
amination of  it  decide  that  the  public  interests 
have  been  bartered  away  and  betrayed — 
that  the  man  whom  they  once  believ- 
ed in  as  the  Apostle  of  Retrenchment 
has  become  the  great  High  Priest  of  jobbery 
and  corruption?  Who  then  shall  restrain  limits 
to  their  just  indignation  as  they  take  him,  load- 
ed down  though  he  may  be,  by  the  share  of  the 
offerings  that  fall  to  the  priest  and,  impale  him 
upon  the  horns  of  the  altar  at  which  he  minis- 
ters. 

The  House  then  adjonrned. 


Wednesday,  March  21st  1866. 

The  Ho  lse  met  at  three  o’clock. 

, PETITIONS  &C. 

Mr.  goukinot  presented  a petition  from 
Cornelius  Sullivan  and  others  of  Sydney 
Mines,  in  the  County  of  Cape  Breton,  in  refer- 
ence to  Crown  Lands.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Crown  Lands. 

Mr.  Ross  presented  a petition  from  the 
Custos  and  others  of  Baddeck,  praying  such 
an  alteration  in  the  license  law  as  will  sepe- 
rate  the  sale  of  groceries  from  that  of  liquors. 
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DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


Mr.  McDonnell  presented  four  petitions 
from  the  County  of  Inverness  against  Confede- 
ration. 

Also  a petition  for  the  establishment  of  a 
daily  mail,  and  a Money  Order  Office. 

Mr.  D.  Fraser  presented  a petition  from 
200  merchants  and  others  asking  the  erection 
of  a lighthouse  on  Carriboo  Island. 

Mr.  Heffernan  presented  a petition  from 
Rev.  F.  Von  Blerk  and  66  others  of  Guysboro 
County,  against  Confederation. 

Also  a petition  from  inhabitants  of  North 
Shore,  of  Chedabucto  Bay,  Guysboro  County, 
for  aid  in  opening  a Boat  Harbor,  for  accomo- 
dation of  fishermen. 

Mr.  Archibald  introduced  a bill  to  amend 
the  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  relating  to 
Fires  and  Fire  wards.  The  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  enable  the  Sessions  to  assess  the  value 
of  buildings  pulled  down  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  conflagrations. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  introduced  a bill  to 
amend  the  Act  in  reference  to  the  registration 
of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages. 

Mr.  Coffin  presented  a petition  for  aid  in 
clearing  river  obstructions  in  LaHave  river. 

Also  a petition  for  a change  in  the  law  relat- 
ing to  river  fisheries.  He  said  that  the  present 
law  prevented  the  taking  offish  within  sixty 
feet  from  a fish  ladder,  and  this  distance  in- 
cluded the  whole  of  the  river  between  the  lad- 
der and  the  tide  water,  so  that  the  taking  of 
fish  was  prevented  in  LaHave  River. 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  laid  on  the  table  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  He  said 
that  the  operations  of  this  Board  during  the 
past  two  years  were  attended  with  the  follow- 
ing results:— In  1864,  there  were  37  Agricultu- 
ral Societies  in  operation  ; to  which  number 
11  had  been  since  added.  The  membership  of 
these  in  1864  was  1,744,  and  in  1865  it  was 
2,198.  Subscriptions  were  in  1865  $2,385,  being 
$525  in  excess  of  the  previous  year.  In 
addition  to  the  ordinary  operations  of  the 
Board,  attempts  had  been  made  during  the 
past  year  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  crops 
of  the  Province,  by  holding  communication 
with  the  local  societies.  It  was  known  that  cer- 
tain counties  were  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
production  of  certain  kinds  of  crops,  and  the 
Board  had  endeavoured  to  gain  such  informa- 
tion as  to  lead  to  a practical  improvement  in 
this  particular.  The  Board  last  season  had 
done  something  towards  the  improvement  of 
stock,  and  their  efforts  had  been  more  success- 
ful than  had  been  anticipated. 

Mr.  Parker  expressed  his  pleasure  at  find- 
ing that  the  agriculturalists  of  the  country 
were  at  last  beginning  to  make  a move, — from 
the  time  of  Sir  Gaspard  LeMarchant  little  had 
been  done.  He  thought  more  credit  was  due 
to  the  Attorney  General  and  Provincial  Secre- 
tary, in  reference  to  the  improvement  of  stock, 
(those  gentlemen  having  made  importations  of 
horses),  than  to  the  central  board.  The  amounts 
realized  by  the  sale  of  the  stock  imported 
showed  that  the  demand  for  such  Stock  was 
very  great.  Many  of  the  societies  were  saving 
their  funds  in  order  to  make  purchases,  and 
the  only  fear  was  that  the  supply  would  be  in- 
sufficient. The  President  of  the  Board  also 
was  entitled  to  credit  for  having  made  impor- 
tations from  Canada,  but  when  that  supply 


came  the  proper  season  had  passed.  Upon  the 
closing  of  last  year’s  accounts  he  had  strongly 
urged  that  a further  supply  from  Canada  be  at 
once  obtained, — if  this  course  had  been  taken, 
the  expenditure  which  it  involved  would  have 
been  returned  to  the  treasury.  He  had  for 
many.years  turned  his  attention  to  the  subject 
of  a stock  farm,  and  believed  that  in  no  way 
could  the  stock  of  the  counfry  be  so  well  im- 
proved as  by  this  means,  or  other  improve- 
ments, as  for  instance  in  farm  buildings,  be  so 
well  effected.  By  such  means  the  growth  of  the 
imported  stock  was  secured.  He  had  also  been 
for  some  time  looking  forward  to  a Provincial 
Exhibition,  but  the  Province  having  been  so 
long  without  one  he  would  be  now  almost 
ashamed  to  see  the  attempt  made.  How  could 
the.  farmers  be  expected  to  advance  themselves 
without  such  encouragement?  In  going  into 
the  neighboring  Provinces  we  immediately 
saw  how  far  behind  we  were  in  all  the  farming 
appliances  so  commonly  in  use  elsewhere.  If 
proper  assistance  were  given  he  was  convinced 
that  Nova  Scotia  would  not  be  at  all  behind 
other  countries  in  these  particulars. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  no  one  could  read 
the  Report  without  acquiring  much  valuable 
information.  It  was  gratifying  to  know  that 
the  Board  was  presided  over  by  a gentleman 
who  devoted  so  much  time  and  attention  to  the 
subject  under  consideration,  and  he  could  not 
refrain  from  also  alluding  to  the  Secretary, 
Professor  Lawson,  who  had  exhibited  great 
ability  in  the  management  of  the  Journal,  and 
in  the  discharge  of  his  other  duties.  He  wished 
to  call  attention  to  one  or  two  matters  which 
had  been  the  subject  of  complaint:  there  had 
been  a sale  of  stock  in  Pictou,  and  the  notice 
given  had  not  been  sufficient  to  enable  persons 
in  Cape  Breton  to  attend,  as  it  took  place  three 
days  after  the  advertisement  was  issued;  there 
was  subsequently  a sale  at  Bedford  of  which  no 
notice  was  given  in  Cape  Breton.  He  hoped 
that  greater  facilities  in  this  respect  would  be 
afforded  in  future.  As  far  as  the  importation 
of  horses  was  concerned,  he  doubted  that  blood 
horses  were  suitable  for  farming  purposes. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  had  just  spoken  had  anticipated  what 
he  was  going  to  sa^  mth  reference  to  the  sales 
of  the  stock.  The  operations  of  the  Board  had 
hitherto  been  too  centralized,  and  it  would  be 
seen  that  the  distribution  of  the  stock  imported 
had  been  confined  to  the  central  counties;  and 
chiefly  benefited  a class  of  persons  whose  ob- 
ject was  personal  profit,  not  the  sort  of  per- 
sons whom  the  grant  was  intended  to  aid.  The 
importations  would  have  been  more  generally 
beneficial  if  the  cattle  had  been  gratuitously 
distributed.  The  notice  given  had  been  far  too 
short  to  allow  parties  in  distant  portions  of  the 
Province  to  be  present  at  the  sales.  By  this  re- 
port it  appeared  that  the  horses  imported  would 
not  be  sent  during  the  present  season  to  the  dis- 
tant counties,  which  he  thought  had  the  first 
claim,  and  the  greatest  need. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  explained  that 
the  stock  arrived  after  the  time  when  they 
were  expected,  and  so  late  in  the  season  that 
the  sale  had  to  fake  place  immediately  on  their 
arrival.  There  were,  however,  persons  present 
who  professed  to  represent  Cape  Breton.  The 
fact  was,  that  four  fifths  of  the  animals  had 
gone  into  possession  of  the  agricultural  so- 
cieties, and  that  the  parties  competing  were 


OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY 


121 


not  wealthy  persons,  but  combinations  of  far- 
mers who  had  accumulated  a fund  for  the  pur- 
pose of  purchasing.  Private  persons  would 
not  have  been  disposed  to  give  the  prices  real- 
ised at  the  sales — as  for  instance,  from  $00  to 
$70  for  sheep.  Those  prices  were  unprecedented, 
and  convinced  him  that  importations  could  be 
made  with  very  little  loss.  The  sheep  had 
averaged  $30  each;  while  ten  years  ago,  the 
average  was  $12.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  central  counties  were  those  in  which 
agriculture  was  most  extensively  carried  on. 
In  some  of  the  further  counties  difficulties  had 
been  experienced  in  organising  societies,  and 
in  Guysboro’  there  was  but  oue  society  with  40 
members.  The  horses  would  be  found  valuable 
for  breeding  purposes,  but  it  was  intended,  to 
import  another  class  for  farming  purposes. 

Dr.  Hamilton  remarked  that  there  were 
40,000  persons  in  the  Province  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  besides  laborers,  who  would 
number  about  10,000  more;  the  importance  of 
the  subject  was  therefore  exceedingly  great. 
A great  deal  of  improvement  had  been  already 
effected,  although  the  Board  had  only  been  in 
operation  for  two  years,  having  imported  50 
sheep,  4 horses,  4 mares,  6 bulls,  and  1 heifer. 
He  thought  the  establishment  of  a stock  farm 
would  be  of  great  service:  £fcock  had  been  im- 
ported at  great  expense;  but  they  could  in  this 
way  be  preserved,  and  the  breeds  reared  for 
persons  who  would  be  desirous  of  making 
purchases,  thereby  supplying  the  animals  at 
far  less  cost  than  by  the  present  mode.  He  re- 
collected when  the  late  Mr.  Geo.  R.  Young 
made  importations  years  ago,  and  on  that  oc- 
casion the  agricultural  society  of  Cornwallis 
purchased  some  of  the  animals,  and  the  ad- 
vantages obtained  were  still  perceptible.  In 
reference  to  the  Journal  of  Agriculture,  he  said 
the  paper  was  small  and  should  be  enlarged, 
as  it  was  the  means  of  disseminating  useful  in- 
formation. He  commended  very  highly  the 
exertions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  the  country  would  steadily  improve. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  said  he  congratulated 
the  Board,  the  House,  and  the  country,  on  the 
desire  manifested  to  advance  the  interests  of 
agriculture,  which  were  a part  of  the  founda- 
tion of  he  country’s  prosperity.  The  indus- 
trial pursuits  of  the  people  of  the  Province 
were  formerly  but  two,  via.,  agricultural  and 
fishing,  but  within  the  last  few  years  the 
pursuit  of  mining  enterprise  had  been  added. — 
According  as  the  latter  extended,  the  market 
for  agricultural  products  would  be  improved. 
It  was  a matter  of  great  consequence  that 
something  like  a system  should  be  pursued  in 
reference  to  efforts  to  improve  the  stock.  The 
complaint  which  had  arisen  as  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  cattle  sold,  arose  from  the  small 
number  of  the  importation,  and  it  would 
appear  from  the  prices  given  that  the  people  did 
not  expect  another  supply  for  the  next  ten 
years.  To  make  a permanent  improvement 
the  establishment  of  a stock  farm  would  be 
necessary.  The  freight  and  insurance  of  a 
horse  amounted  to  about  30  guineas  sterling 
and  the  purchase  itself  would  cost  from  100  to 
1000  guineas,  but  the  cost  of  rearing  the 
animals  would  not  be  a quarter  of  that  expense, 
and  with  proper  stabling  and  care,  the  obsta- 
cles sometimes  encountered  in  making  impor- 
tations could  be  obviated.  It  was  well  known 
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that  horses  which  were  diseased  in  England 
were  much  improved  on  arriving  in  a differ- 
ent climate.  In  reference  to  the  remarks  made 
respecting  the  utility  of  thorough  bred  horses 
for  farming  purposes,  he  would  say  that  the 
system  adopted  in  England  of  raising  from 
thorough  bred  horses,  would  have  to  be  adopt- 
ed, and  it  had  been  found  to  produce  excellent 
horses  for  all  purposes  from  the  first  cross. 
In  England  they  had  for  general  use  horses  of 
that  breed,  and  for  heavy  work  they  had  the 
dray  horses — some  weighing  2,000  pounds;  if 
thought  desirable,  this  latter  species  could  be 
obtained.  A provincial  stud  book  could  also 
be  kept,  so  that  any  one  having  a horse  of  a good 
breed  for  sale,  could  trace  its  pedigree  for  sev- 
eral generations.  In  reference  to  the  produc- 
tion of  wool  it  wouldjje  found  that  the  differ- 
ence between  some  animals,  as  compared  with 
others,  was  200  percent,  some  producing  double 
the  mutton  and  double  the  wool  that  others 
did.  It  was  found  that  some  of  the  Iona  wooled 
sheep  in  Vermont,  coming  from  English  stock, 
were  more  valuable  than  the  celebrated  meri- 
no breed,— the  rearing  of  this  sort  of  stock 
might  also  be  carried  on  in  this  Province  with 
advantage,  as  the  wool  raised  in  the  United 
States  was  only  sufficient  to  supply  one  half  of 
the  consumption.  He  believed  that  the  Journal 
would  be  found  productive  of  great  benefit  in 
directing  the  minds  of  the  farmers  to  the  im- 
provement of  their  condition,  and  concurred  in 
the  remarks  made  concerning  the  valuable  ser- 
vices of  the  indefatiguable  Secretary  of  the 
Board. 

Mr.  Tobin  said,  that  in  this  discussion  there 
had  been  a great  deal  of  cry  and  very  little 
wool.  There  had  been  speeches  all  round  on 
the  subject  of  the  8 horses  and  mares,  the  (j 
bulls,  the  one  heifer,  and  the  50  sheep  that  had 
been  imported,  and  the  debate  had  cost  the 
Province  in  the  shape  of  Legislative  expenses 
about  £100.  The  member  for  Guysboro’  had 
complained  that  the  Sheep  had  not  been  sent 
to  his  county,  but  what  was  the  use  of  sending 
sheep  where  there  was  no  grass  ? The  member 
for  Colchester,  Mr.  Parker  had  harnessed  him- 
self to  the  plough  only  to  show  his  inability  to 
draw  it, — and  so  gentlemen  became  eloquent 
on  agricultural  matters,  while  those  who  re- 
presented the  fishing  interest  were  sitting  like 
dumb  idols.  He  knew  an  old  gentleman  at  St. 
Margaret’s  Bay  who  had  125  children  and 
grand  children  and  yet  nothing  in  the  shape  of 
a premium  had  been  given  to  the  people  of  that 
locality.  He  thought  it  time  for  gentlemen 
representing  fishing  constituencies  to  take  their 
turn  in  claiming  attention,  for  if  it  were  not 
possible  to  improve  the  breed  of  fish,  something 
might  be  done  in  the  way  of  remitting  duties 
upon  the  articles  used  by  the  fisherman. 

Mr.  Locke  agreed,  that  agricultural  affairs 
always  obtained  undue  prominence,  hut  it 
should  be  remembered  that  large  expense 
would  probably  be  soon  incurred  in  the  protec- 
tion of  our  fisheries.  He  thought,  however, 
that  measures  might  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
mackerel  leaving  our  shores. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  said  that  efforts  were 
made  in  some  countries  to  bring  back  the  fish 
that  were  leaving.  He  doubted  not  that  the 
time  would  soon  come  when  the  last  of  our 
Salmon  would  have  disappeared,  and  any 
measures  that  would  tend  to  preserve  our  fish 
would  be  exceedingly  beneficial. 
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Mr.  Kaulback  urged  very  strongly  that  the 
Government  take  measures  to  ensure  the  pro^ 
tection  of  our  fisheries  from  encroachment  and 
to  place  the  arrangements  respecting  the  La- 
brador fishery  on  a satisfactory  basis. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  said  he  had  listened 
attentively  to  the  hon.  member  for  Halifax, 
(Mr.  Tobin),  expecting  to  hear  some  practical 
suggestions,  but  that  gentleman  had  never 
brought  forward  any  measure  relative  to  the 
fishing  interests — if  he  had  done  so,  lie  (Atty. 
Gen.)  would  have  given  it  his  cordial  support. 
A proposition  for  the  establishment  of  a Board 
in  connection  with  that  branch  of  industry,  he 
thought  would  be  well  received.  Many  of  the 
counties  were  half  farming  and  half  fishing 
counties,  Lunenburg  for  example,  and  the  fish- 
ermen of  that  county,  he  thought,  were  deserv- 
ing of  every  encouragement  and  of  much  credit 
for  their  enterprise.  In  that  respect  they  occu- 
pied the  first  position. 

Mr.  Archibald  agreed  in  the  remark  that 
no  practical  proposition  had  been  made  in 
reference  to  the  fisheries.  He  felt  the  import- 
ance of  Hon.  Mr.  Shannon’s  remark  concern- 
ing the  salmon  fishery.  In  connection  with 
this  subject  he  had  some  years  ago  made  a 
suggestion  which,  if  adopted,  he  thought  would 
have  been  found  exceedingly  productive  of 
benefit,  namely,  to  establish  a nursery  for  fish 
in  the  Bras  d’or  lake.  If  the  members  for 
Cape  Breton  would  take  the  money  now  being 
expended  in  digging  a hole  in  the  rear  end  of 
that  lake  and  stop  the  other  end  up  they  would 
he  doing  something  practically  useful. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  he  was  not  in  a position 
to  bring  forward  measures  in  connection  with 
the  fisheries — that  was  rather  the  duty  of  the 
government  and  the  fishery  Committee.  He 
was  glad  to  hear  that  something  would  soon 
emanate  from  those  quarters.  He  trusted  that 
the  most  effectual  steps  would  he  taken  for  the 
protection  of  the  fisheries,  and  that  a steamer 
of  such  speed  and  power  as  were  required 
would  he  equipped. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  was 
referred  to  the  Committe  on  Agriculture. 

The  debate  on  the  Pictou  Railway  was  then 
resumed. 

SPEECH  OP  THE  RAILWAY  COMMISSIONER. 

Mr.  Longley  said: — I would  much  prefer 
having  waited  until  I was  better  prepared  be- 
fore making  any  observations  on  the  subject 
of  the  resolution  before  the  House.  I think 
on  some  accounts  it  would  have  been  better  if 
that  resolution  had  not  been  moved.  How- 
ever, there  are  considerations  connected  with 
jibis  question  which  will  clearly  establish,  I 
believe,  that  the  time  has  not  been  wasted  in 
the  discussion  of  a matter  of  such  absorbing 
interest  as  this.  Unfortunately,  for  years  past 
it  has  been  considered  almost  treason  on  the 
part  of  certain  persons  in  this  Province  to  say 
anything  expressive  of  their  interest  in  the 
grea?  public  works  of  the  country.  But  it 
would  be  a great  mistake  to  iufer  because  cer- 
tain parties  might  years  ago  have  assumed  an 
attitude  of  apparent  hostility  with  leference 
to  public  works,  that  they,  therefore,  do  not 
possess  as  heartfelt  an  interest  in  these  works, 
and  in  whatever  appertains  to  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  country,  as  any  other  persons 
m the  Province.  It  is  partly  on  this  account, 
and  partly  because  I occupy  a position  which 


brings  me  into  immediate  connection  with  the 
railways  of  the  Province,  that  I am  induced 
to  trouble  the  House  at  all  on  this  occasion. 
In  the  remarks  that  I shall  make,  I shall  aim 
simply  to  prove  that  the  arrangements  which 
have  been  made  with  Mr.  Sanford  Fleming 
are  not  only  of  a most  economical  character, 
but  also,  in  every  aspect,  the  most  judicious 
that  could  have  been  accepted  bv  the  Govern- 
ment. I hope  I shall  not  be  lead  away  to  imi 
tate  the  example  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
addressed  the  House  yesterday  afternoon.  I 
shall  not,  in  the  first  place,  seek  to  establish 
certain  theories,  and  then  base  certain  argu- 
ments upon  these  theories,  without  regard  to 
their  truth  or  correctness.  I shall  not,  attempt 
to  deil  in  bare  generalities  aad  hypotheses  in- 
order  to  found  a charge  against,  the  Govern- 
ment. I assume  that  if  it  can  be  clearly  de- 
monstrated that  the  best  possible  course  has 
been  adopted  with  reference  to  the  Pictou 
Railway,  the  intelligent  people  of  this  country 
will  pardon  theGovernment,  who,  in  their  de- 
sire to  subserve  the  public  interests  and  ad- 
vance the  progress  of  an  important  public 
work,  have  run  the  risk  of  incurring  the  cen- 
sure of  this  Legislator©, 

W e must  all  of  us  bear  in  mind  that  the  Pictou 
Railway  was  commenced  on  entirely  different 
principles  from  those  that  were  applied  to  the 
great  public  works  that  were  previously  con- 
structed. It  was  mot  a matter  of  speculation 
what  this  public  work  would  cost,  hut  it  was 
possible  to  accertahi,  within  a few  thousands 
of  dollars,  the  actual  expense  of  this  under- 
taking. Instead  of  raking  tenders  for  the 
completion  of  different  sections  of  the  line,  for 
a lump  sutn,  we  took  them  on  certain  stipu- 
lated prices  for  certain  descriptions  of  work 
that  had  to  be  performed.  When  these  ten- 
ders were  received,  all  that  was  required  on 
the  part  of  the  Chief  Engineer  was  to  make  a 
careful  calculation  of  quantities,  and  then  he 
bad  the  entire  cost  of  a particular  description 
of  work  on  this  road.  In  the  first,  place,  1 
wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  when 
these  calculations  were  made  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  cost  of  various  kinds  of  work  amount- 
ed to  the  sum  of  $965,000  or  little  less  than  a 
million  of  dollars.  I shall  now  undertake  to 
prove  that,  assuming  the  work  could  have 
been  performed  at  the  prices  stated  in  these 
tenders,  the  road  would  not  have  been  built  at 
a cost  less  than  the  amount  for  which  Mr, 
Fleming  has  agreed  to  construct  it.  But  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  prove  more  than  this— that 
if  it  were  not  for  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Government,  this  road,  instead  of  costing  $2,- 
116,000,  (the  cost  under  the  existing  contract) 
would  cost  $2,230,000,  or  $2,250,000,  and  possi- 
bly two  millions  and  a half  of  dollars.  I like 
to  be  as  charitable  as  possible  with  respect  to 
the  motives  of  my  fellow-men,  but  I am  very 
much  inclined  to  believe  that  much  of  the  dis- 
satisfaction that  exists  in  certain  quarters 
originates  from  the  disappointment  felt  that 
the  Pictou  Railway  is  not  to  cost  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  It  should  Dot  be  forgotten 
that  it  was  reported  all  over  the  Province,  pre- 
vious to  the  contract,  that  the  Pictou  line,  un- 
der the  mismanagement  of  the  Government, 
the  Chief  Commissioner,  and  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer, was  to  involve  the  Province  heavily. 
And  here  let  me  observe  having  mentioned 
the  name  of  the  late  Chief  Engineer,  that 
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whilst  some  gentlemen  have  attempted  to  im- 
pute all  kinds  of  motives  to  him,  no  one  has 
ventured  to  impugn  his  eminent  qualifications 
as  an  Engineer.  It  has  been  insinuated  that 
Mr.  Fleming  was  laying  his  plans  for  months 
to  get  possession  of  the  contract,  hut  it  seems 
tome  that  no  man  who  attempts  to  investigate 
the  facts  connected  with  the  Pictou  Hallway 
could  come  to  any  such  conclusion.  If  he  had 
any  such  intentions,  he  would  have  developed 
them  in  a very  different  way  from  that  which 
he  has  actually  pursued. 

We  know  that  the  contracts  for  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  Pictou  line  got  into  the 
hands  of  different  classes  of  men.  Some  of 
them  were  experienced,  and  had  a large 
amount  of  capital.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
some  of  them  might  not  have  had  as  much  ex- 
perience as  was  desirable,  but  nevertheless  all 
of  them  had  more  or  less  means,  were  men  of 
repute  and  used  their  best  efforts  to  push  for- 
ward their  work.  The  work,  however,  had 
made  very  little  advance  before  it  was  evident 
that  the  prices  given  in  the  tenders  were  alto- 
gether inadequate  to  enable  the  contractors  to 
perform  their  engagements.  tThey  had,  then, 
to  apply  to  the  sureties  who  advanced 
them  money.  This  went  on  for  a while,  until 
the  drain  upon  the  Aireties  became  so  great, 
that  mauy  of  them  refused  to  advance  any- 
thing more.  They  thought  it  better  to  stop  at 
once  before  incurring  more  serious  losses  in 
connection  with  a work  which  was  taken  for 
prices  entirely  inadequate,  and  which,  if  com- 
pleted under  those  prices,  could  only  ruin  the 
contractors.  If  we  take  section  No.  7.  we  shall 
be  able  to  form  an  accurate  conclusion  on  the 
question  before  us.  In  the  month  of  July  last 
Mr.  Donald  Grant,  the  contractor  for  this  sec- 
tion, intimated  to  the  Railway  Department 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  proceed 
with  his  contract  unless  some  modification 
was  made  in  his  favour.  He  said : “ It  is  quite 
impossible  for  me  to  complete  my  contract  un- 
less the  government  can  give  me  better  prices 
for  certain  kinds  of  work.”  Let  us  look  at 
one  class  of  work,  and  the  prices  Mr.  Grant 
received.  He  was  to  get  16  cents  for  a cubic 
yard  of  earth  excavation.  That  is  considered 
altogether  insufficient;  indeed,  it  is  so  proven 
by  facts  in  our  possession.  Mr.  Grant,  it  is 
known,  to  the  house  tendered  a second  time, 
when  the  section  was  subsequently  put  up  to 
public  competition.  Then  he  offered  a price  of 
29ct8,  for  what  he  had  previously  offered  16cts 
— that  is  nearly  double.  Gentlemen  can  eas- 
ily fancy  what  a difference  this  price  would 
make  running  over  the  great  amount  of  work 
it  referred  to.  I may  say,  in  passing,  I be- 
lieve, as  a general  thing,  the  prices  on  which 
these  tenders  were  undertaken  were  altogeth- 
er insufficient.  It  is  quite. true,  however,  that 
in  reference  to  certain  classes  of  work  the  pri- 
ces were  sufficient,  and  that  is  proved  by  the 
fact  that  certain  contractors  are  performing  it 
now  under  Mr.  Fleming.  This  fact,  I may 
add,  shows  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Fleming  to 
assist  the  contractors  wherevef  it  is  in  his 
power  to  do  so.  It  is  nothing  elsq  than  gener- 
osity on  his  part  that  he  should,  at  the  first  op- 
portunity that  offers,  give  them  that  descrip- 
tion of  work  which  he  knows  will  remunerate 
them. 

On  the  7th  July  Mr.  Grant  informed  the; 
Railway  Commissioner  that  he  would  be  un- 


able to  proceed  unless  he  obtained  some  modi- 
fication of  his  contract.  On  the  11th  he  is  told 
that  is  impossible  to  depart  from  the  terms  of 
his  tender.  On  the  26th  he  states  again  that  it 
is  impossible  for  him  to  proceed  ; on  the  26th,  I 
wrote  Mr.  Grant  : If  you  do  not  proceed  in 
three  days  from  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  con- 
tract will  be  taken  out  of  your  hands.  And 
the  result  was  that  the  contract  was  taken 
from  him.  (Mr.  Archibald  here  objected  to 
Mr.  Longley  reading  public  documents  in  con- 
nection with  the  question  which  were  not  on 
the  table  for  the  information  of  the  house.  Af- 
ter some  debate,  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Long- 
ley  should  lay  any  papers  he  might  use  in  the 
course  of  hi3  speech,  on  the  table,  when  he 
concluded.  He  then  proceeded:)  I do  not  wish 
to  impute  any  motive  to  the  leader  of  the  op- 
position, but  I hardly  think  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber has  pursued,  since  this  debate  commenced, 
a course  that  reflects  a great  deal  of  credit 
upon  himself.  I would  not  venture  to  read 
documents  of  a public  nature  unless  I was 
quite  prepared  to  lay  them  before  the  house. 

I have  brought  these  documents  here  to  show 
how  much  vigilance  has  been  exhibited  by  the 
Railway  Department  and  the  Chief  Engineer, 
that  there  might  not  be  the  least  delay  in  the 
progress  of  this  great  public  work.  I hold  now 
under  my  hand  a document  addressed  by  Mr. 
Fleming  to  myself. 

Morning  Train,  going  north,  ,1 
August  7th  1865. ) 

Dear  Sib, — Acting  on  the  suggestion  which  I 
made,  when  last  I saw  you,  and  assuming  that  you 
will  authorise  me  by  letter  to  begin  operations  on 
Section  seven  by  days’  labour,  I have  given  instruc- 
tions accordingly,  and  work  will  be  commenced  there 
without  delay  As  time  slips  past  so  rapidly,  and 
already  a month  ot  tbe  best  working  season  has  been 
lost  on  that  Section,  I deemed  it  advisable  when  over 
in  that  quarter  on  Friday  and  Saturday  to  institute 
active  measures.  Should  you  on  reflection  think  it 
best  not  to  proceed  in  this  manner,  or  whether  you 
do  or  not,  I will  thank  you  to  telegraph  me,  on  receipt 
of  this,  to  Londonderry  your  views,  so  that  I may  be 
able  before  leaving  for  the  woods  for  a day  or  two,  to 
give  orders  either  to  carry  out  the  directions  already 
given,  or  suspend  them  By  thus  anticipating  written 
authority  to  [proceed,  fully  a week  will  be  gained.  I 
hope  to  be  at  Londonderry  ab  jut  12  o’clock  noon  to- 
day, and  will  then  expect  to  hear  from  you. 

Yours  truly, 
Sandford  Fleming. 

Avarb  Longley,  Esq.,  Chief  Commissioner. 

IgThe  following  reply  was  sent  to  him  :— 

Halifax,  August  7th  1865. 
Sandford  Fleming  Esq,  Chief  Engineer,  Londonderry. 

I approve  of  your  action  in  regard  to  No.  7 Contract, 
proceed  immediately. 

Avaed  Longley. 

Subsequently  I addressed  the  following  let- 
ter to  the  Chief  Engineer: — 

Nova  Scotia  Railway  Commissioners  Office  \ 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  August  13th,  1865.  ) 
Sandford  Fleming  Esq.,  Chief  Engineer. 

Sir,— I purpose  calling  for  Tenders  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  works  on  Section  No.  7,  left  unfinished 
under  McDonald  and  Grant’s  Contracts ; but  it  is  more 
than  likely  that  6ome  considerable  time  will  elapse 
before  the  work  can  be  resumed  in  this  manner.  I 
think  it  is  highly  desirable  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  during  this,  the  best  working  season  of  the  year, 
and  I have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  endea- 
vour to  devise  some  means  of  carrying  on  the  works 
in  the  meantime  by  day’s  labour,  or  otherwise.  Ii 
leave  the  manner  of  doing  so.  entirely  to  your  own  , 
judgment.  Yours  truly, 

Avaed  Longley, 
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Advertisements  for  tenders  for  section  No. 

7 were  inserted  in  the  public  newspapers  and 
we  received  28  offers.  I wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  the  fact  that  the  lowest 
tenders  received  the  second  time  exceeded 
those  of  the  first  by  $18,000;  Mr.  Grant’s  first 
tender,  calculating  all  the  quantities,  amount- 
ed to  $85,700;  tbe  lowest  tender,  on  the  second 
occasion,  was  $103,700,  making  the  difference 
just  stated.  Mr.  Grant  himself  tendered  again 
for  the  amount  of  $25,000  above  his  previous 
contract.  Now  if  you  multiply  this  $18,000  by 
10— the  number  of  sections  on  tbe  line,— you 
will  have  $180,000,  as  the  amount  that  the  price 
of  the  lowest  tender  extended  to  the  whole  line 
would  have  realized  over  and  above  the  first 
contracts.  Therefore  any  gentleman  will  see 
at  a glance  that  the  Province  has  saved  an  im- 
mense amount  by  the  arrangement  that  has 
been  made  with  Mr.  Fleming.  The  gross  cost 
of  the  road — that  is,  of  the  kinds  of  work  that 
the  prices  of  the  first  contracts  embraced, 
amounted  to  $965,000  as  I previously  stated. 
Any  person  at  all  acquainted  with  public 
works  will  understand  that  there  must  of  a 
necessity  be  a considerable  percentage  allow- 
ed for  contingencies  that  may  and  must  always 
arise.  For  instance,  the  subsidence  of  em- 
bankments, &c.  Take  an  illustration  of  what 
recently  occurred  on  the  road.  It  is  well  known 
that  during  the  winter  an  important  culvert 
erected  last  autumn  has  been  swept  away, 
and  that  a considerable  loss  has  b sen  conse- 
quently incurred.  Again  at  New  Larig  there 
was  expended  during  the  past  two  or  three 
months  thousands  of  dollars  in  a way  that  was 
not  at  all  apprehended.  My  intercourse  with 
Mr.  Fleming  has  shown  me  that  he  leaves 
nothing  to  chance ; he  does  not  tell  you  that  a 
road  is  to  cost  8000,  or  9000  pounds,  when  the 
actual  expense'  is  £12,000.  Mr.  Fleming 
thought,  looking  at  the  road  at  New  Larig,  that 
he  had  a good  foundation  for  the  heavy  ma- 
sonry that  he  had  to  erect,  but  taking  the  pre- 
cautions that  he  always  exercises,  he  bored 
down  into  the  earth  and  found  that  he  was 
in  a bed  of  quicksand.  Therefore  he  saw 
at  a glance  what  would  have  been  the 
consequence  had  he  expended  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  on  the  locality.  I 
therefore  add  10  per  cent  for  contingencies  to 
the  $960,000,  which  makes  a total  of  $1, 061*500. , 
I have  taken  some  little  pains  to  ascertain 
what  proportion  of  the  expense  of  a railway 
this  sort  of|workjembraces,  and  from  reliable 
data  I am  led  to  the  conclusion  that  under  or- 
dinary circumstances,  it  is  about  half  the  ac- 
tual cost.  If,  then,  you  multiply  this  $1,061,500 
by  2,  you  will  have  $2,123,000,  or  $6,500  in  ex- 
cess of  the  amount  contracted  for  by  Mr.  Flem- 
ing Does  any  gentleman  require  me,  I ask 
in  all  fairness,  to  go  further  than  that?  As- 
suming that  the  contractors  could  have  per- 
formed their  work  at  the  prices  on  which 
they  agreed,  then  the  cost  of  the  line 
wonld  have  been  $6,500  mere  than 
it  will  be  under  Mr.  Fleming’s  contract. 
I am  free  to  admit  that  outside  of  Mr.  Flem- 
ing’s contract  there  will  be  necessarily  some 
expense,  but  it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  make 
the  cost  of  the  road  greatly  exceed  what  it 
would  have  been  had  the  contractors  been  able 
to  complete  the  work  at  the  original  contract 
prices.  These  facts  should  be  considered  care- 
fully by  all  those  who,  uninfluenced  by  motives 


of  self-aggrandisement  and  political  advance- 
ment, wish  to  arrive  at  correct  and  unpreju- 
diced conclusions  on  this  subject. 

I said  before  that  these  contracts  were  all 
thrown  to  the  wind.  The  contractors  had 
spent  nearly  all  they  were  worth.  Take  the 
case* of  Mr.  Donald  Grant;  the  course  pursued 
by  him  is  worthy  of  *all  credit,  and  exhibits 
him  as  a man  of  great  energy  and  enterprize; 
he  was  in  good  circumstances  previously  to 
the  taking  of  his  contract;  but  now  he  is  pecu- 
niarily speakiDg,  a ruined  man.  He  sank  all 
his  means  because  he  paid  all  his  men.  His 
case  will  show  what  would  have  been  the  fate 
of  all  the  contractors  if  they  had  been  forced 
to  complete  the  work. 

Mr.  Grant’s  second  tender  exceeded  his  first 
by  $25,200.  Multiplying  that  amount  by  the 
10  sections  on  the  line,  you  have  $252,000.  No 
one,  who  looks  at  all  the  circumstances,  can 
doubt  that  the  cost  of  the  line  must  have  been 
immensely  enhanced  had  all  the  contracts 
been  relet  under  terms  like  those  offered  a 
second  time  by  Mr.  Grant  and  others  I may 
here  observe  that  it  has  been  broadly  insinu- 
ated that  Mr.  Fleming  had  been  planning  for 
months  to  obtain  a transfer  of 
the  contract  to  himself.  He  did  not  allow 
the  contractors  liberal  measurements;  he 
exacted  from  them  a higher  class  of  work  than 
the  specification  required,  these  and  a number 
of  other  charges  of  a similar  character  were 
made  against  the  Chief  Engineer.  Now  I am 
going  to  prove  how  the  contractors  were  dealt 
with.  It  so  happened  that  after  a time  the  con- 
tractors became  embarrassed  for  want  of 
means,  and  applied  for  advances;  and  their 
request  was  invariably  granted  when  ffie  cir- 
cumstances justified  such  a concession.  The 
rule  was  to  pay  the  contractors  monthly — 
about  the  14fch  or  15th  of  each  month;  but  it 
was  also  a great  convenience  to  them  to  ob- 
tain payments  in  the  interval.  I am  now  go- 
ing to  give  the  amounts  of  the  advances  to  the 
contractors,  and  to  show  that  in  every  instance 
the  chief  engineer  exhibited  a disposition  to 
assist  the  contractors  in  respect  to  the  ad- 
vances as  well  as  in  all  other  matters  connect- 
ed with  the  construction  of  the  line.  On  No.  1 
we  advanced  $16,422;  on  No.  2 we  advanced 
$9078.80;  on  No.  3,  $3,647;  No.  4,  $10,000;  No.  5, 
£6,400;  No.  6.  $5200;  on  No.  7,  $1000;  No.  8, 
$4800;  No.  9,  $3000;  No.  10,  $1000.  We  gave 
an  amount  of  over  $61,000.  These  advances,  I 
may  add,  were  not  given  on  any  measure- 
ments, but  assuming  that  an  amount  of  work 
was  done  equal  to  the  sum  asked  for. 

As  I previously  stated,  we  received  28  ten- 

- ders  for  section  No.  7.  Tbe  lowest  of  these  was 

- $18,000  more  than  Mr.  Grant’s  original  con- 
z tract,  or  $103,700.  Taking  the  average  of  these 

- i tenders  the  amount  would  be  $132,090,  or  an 

- excess  of  $47,000  over  Mr.  Grant’s  orginal  ten- 
i der.  If  we  had  tendered  for  other  sections, 
s we  may  fairly  assume  that  the  sums  would 
i be  fully  equal  to  those  offered  on  No.  7.  Now 
. multiplying  this  $47,000  by  the  10  sections  you 

- have  nearly  half  a million  of  dollars  above  the 
3 cost  of  Mr.  Fleming’s  contract.  I confess  I am 
3 unable  to  apprehend  on  what  ground  exception 
b is  taken  to  the  present  arrangement.  It  sure- 
3 ly  cannot  be  on  the  score  of  expense.  I feel  I 
t might  have  been  relieved  from  going  into  these 

- particulars.  A reference  to  Mr.  Laurie’s  re- 
3 port  upon  which  the  hon.  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
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sition  dilated  so  strongly  the  other  day,  would 
have  been  amply  sufficient  to  have  shown  the 
cost  of  the  Pictou  Railway.  If  I understand 
the  estimate  made  by  Mr.  Laurie  it  was  that 
the  Pictou  line  would  cost  about  $12,000  a mile. 
The  length  of  the  road,  under  his  estimate,  was 
42  miles  instead  of  50£  as  at  present.  Some 
gentlemen  may  be  surprised  that  there  is  this 
discrepancy  between  Mr.  Fleming’s  report  of 
I860,  where  he  tells  you  that  the  length  of  the 
road  from  Truro  to  Fisher’s  grant  is  48£,  and  the 
statement  which  he  now  makes  that  the  length 
is  50£.  When  the  former  report  was  made  the 
road  was  not  actually  located.  Changes  were 
subsequently  made,  altering  the  length  of  the 
road  to  a considerable  extent.  Taking  Mr 
Laurie’s  report  of  £12,000  and  multiplying  it 
by  50  you  will  see  that  the  cost  of  the  line 
would"  be  $2,400,000.  Again  taking  Mr.  Lau- 
rie’s estimate  for  the  superstructure  you  will 
find  that  there  is  a difference  of  fifty-six 
pounds  a mile  between  that  estimate  com- 
pared with  Mr.  Fleming’s  Any  gentleman 
who  will  take  the  pains  to  examine  the  list  of 
prices  comprised  in  Mr.  Laurie’s  estimate  for 
the  superstructure,  and  compare  it  with  Mr. 
Fleming’s  will  find  the  difference  between  the 
two  so  insignificant  as  to  be  scarcely  worth 
talking  about.  Taking  the  cost  of  railways  in 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  there  are 
thousand  of  miles,  it  will  be  seen  that  they 
cost  at  least  12  or  £13,000  a mile,  and  upon 
what  data  now  any  person  could  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  a road  could  be  built  here  for 
less  than  £10,000  or  £11,000  I cannot  imagine. 
Making  the  necessary  calculations  you  will  find 
that  the  cost  per  mile  of  the  Pictou  Railway, 
under  Mr.  Fleming’s  contract,  will  be  less  than 
£11,000. 

I am  confident  that  the  road  will  be  built 
under  the  precise  terms  of  the  specification. 
No  man,  I think,  need  have  the  slightest  appre- 
hension in  respect  to  the  character  of  the  road. 
Even  if  there  was  no  inspection  of  the  road, 
Sanford  Fleming  has  too  great  a reputation  as 
an  Engineer  to  hazard  it  by  any  incautious 
conduct  on  his  part.  He  is  not  likely  to  build 
a road  that  would  injure  irremediably  his 
high  standing  in  the  profession  of  which  he 
has  always  been  so  able  a member. 

(It  being  past  the  hour  for  adjournment,  Mr. 
Longley  closed  his  remarks  and  the  house  ad- 
journed.) On  Thursday,  he  resumed  them  as 
follows 

In  my  previous  remarks  I stated  that  in 
addition  to  the  sum  stated  in  Mr.  Fleming’s 
contract,  there  would  be  also  a supplementary 
amount  to  meet  contingencies.  Since  last 
evening  I have  turned  my  attention  to  this 
part  of  the  subject,  and  have  ascertained  from 
the  best  information  I could  obtain  that  the 
supplementary  amount  will  not  exceed  $50,- 
000  at  the  most.  Add  this  to  the  amount  em- 
braced in  Mr.  Fleming’s  contract,  and  it  will 
be  seen  that  what  I stated  last  evening  was 
correct,  that  assuming  the  road  had  been  com- 
pleted under  the  original  tenders,  it  would  at 
any  rate  have  been  nearly  equal  in  amount  to 
what  the  road  will  cost  now. 

At  this  stage  of  my  remarks  I may  state 
that,  there  has  been  from  the  first  the  most 
earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
and  its  officers  to  push  this  road  to  comple- 
tion at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Two 
members  of  the  Government,  the  Chief  En- 


gineer and  myself,  in  September  last,  took 
the  pains  to  go  over  the  road  with  a view  of 
personally  inspecting  the  progress  it  was 
making.  We  were  quite  aware  that  the 
works  were  in  a very  unfavorable  condition, 
and  in  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the  contractors 
were  looking  quietly  on  to  see  wbat,  the  result 
of  giving  up  the  contract  on  No.  7 would  be. 
The  result  of  that  examination  was  to  satisfy 
the  Government  and  all  concerned  that  at  the 
rate  of  progress  pursued  for  the  past  season — 
it  should  be  remembered  that  the  season  had 
been  especially  favorable — the  road  was  not 
likely  to  be  completed  in  a less  period  than 
three  years.  It  is  stated  by  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer that  at  the  rate  on©  of  the  contracts  was 
progressing  it  would  not  be  completed,  for  six 
years.  Every  gentleman  will  understand  how 
much  disappointment  would  have  been  felt 
by  all  those  interested  in  the  speedy  construc- 
tion of  this  work,  if  its  completion  was  to  be 
delayed  for  a long  period.  A very  influential 
company  was  engaged  in  raising  coal,  and  was 
prepared  the  moment  the  road  was  built  be- 
tween Fisher’s  Grant  and  the  Albion  Mines  to 
ship  large  quantities  of  coal.  Other  enter- 
prises were  known  to  be  on  the  point  of  start- 
ing, all  of  which  would  keep  the  line  busily 
occupied  and  make  it  yield  large  returns.  For 
this  and  other  reasons  the  government  were 
very  anxious  that  the  road  should  be  built  at 
the  earliest  possible  period. 

I am  now  going  to  show  that  under  the 
tenders  received  from  different  parties  for  the 
performance  of  the  whole  work,  it  would  have 
cost  considerably  more  than  it  will  now. 
It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  most  members 
that  there  were  10  tenders  received  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  entire  work  upon  the  Pictou 
Extension.  In  making  my  calculations  I have 
taken  the  average  amount  as  a basis,  and  I find 
that  the  work  which  the  original  contractors 
agreed  to  perform  would  have  been  $2,276,529, 
and  assuming  this  to  embrace  half  the  actual 
cost  of  the  road,  and  taking  the  average  of  the 
tenders,  it  would  have  cost,  instead  of  $2,116, - 
500  as  now,  the  sum  of  $2,553,058. 

But  let  me,  before  it  escapes  my  recollection, 
refer  to  a letter  which  I think  has  an  import- 
ant connection  with  this  question,  as  showing 
that  the  Government  were  well  advised  in  not 
accepting  the  second  tenders  which  were  re- 
ceived for  No.  7 section.  It  is  a letter  from  the 
Chief  Engineer  to  myself  and  upon  which  the 
tenders  were  rejected. 

Engineers'  Department,  Railway  Office,  1 
Halifax,  N.  S ,Sept.  5th,  1865,  j 
Avabd  Longley,  Esq.,  Commissioner. 

Beau  Sir,— I have  examined  the  Tenders  recently 
received  for  the  completion  of  works  left  unfinished 
on  Section  No.  7 by  the  Contractors  Messrs.  McDon- 
ald and  Grant.  There  are  28  Tenders  in  all,  and  the 
abstract  which  accompanies  this,  shows  the  relative 
value  of  each.  Since  these  Tenders  were  publicly 
called  for,  you  are  aware  that  the  various  works  on 
this  section  have  been  taken  up,  and  carried  on  by 
this  Department  by  days’  labor;  the  supervision  has 
been  strict,  and  thoroughly  practical,  and  the  result 
so  far  I am  happy  to  state  is  highly  satisfactory.  The 
system  which  his  thus  been  inaugurated  will  I am 
satisfied  have  a beneficial  effect  on  many  of  the  other 
Sections  where  the  works  have  hitherto  been  con- 
ducted in  a slovenly,  and  far  from  economical  man- 
ner. By  this  moae  of  executing  the  works  on  the 
Section  I am  convinced  they  cannot  be  completed 
better  or  cheaper,  and  although  the  whole  ,'Seotion  is 
greatly  behind,  I am  sanguine  enough  to  think  it  may 
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yet  be  finished  before  any  of  the  others.  For  these 
and  other  reasons  I am  of  opinion  that  it  is  inexpe* 
dient  to  accept  any  of  the  'lenders  now  received.  I 
further  think  that  t">e  works  on  Section  No.  7 may  be 
continued  as  at  present  under  your  letter  of  authority 
of  August  7th  with  advantage0  to  the  various  interests 
concerned.  Yours  truly, 

Sandford  Fleming,  Chief  Engineer. 

The  Government  felt,  in^view  of  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  Chief  Engineer,  that  it  would  not 
he  advisable  to  accept  any  tenders.  It  is  well 
known  that  when  the  contracts  were  thrown 
up,  one  after  the  other,  the  Government  ap- 
plied to  the  Chief  Engineer  and  asked  bi  n 
how  soon  it  would  be  possible  to  complete  the 
road  to  Pictou  provided  that  full  and  ample 
powers’-  were  given  to  him— in  a word,  with  a 
view  of  having  the  road  put  completely  under 
his  control.  The  correspondence  on  that  sub- 
ject has  been  laid  before  you,  and  it  is  there- 
fore unnecessary  for  me  to  weary  you  with 
any  review  of  its  details.  It  was  thought  that 
the  road  could  in  this  way  be  completed  more 
judiciously  than  by  giving  it  out  to  contract  a 
second  time.  It  has  been  stated  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  that  there  was  found  to  be 
much  inconvenience  on  this  course.  The  pay- 
ments could  not  be  regularly  or  legally  made. 
The  Engineers  could  not  ascertain  from  time 
to  time  how  much  work  had  been  actually 
performed.  Then  it  was  believed,  on  the  other 
hand,  by  the  Government  that  to  give  to  Mr. 
Fleming  a personal  interest  in  the  completion 
of  the  work  would  be  of  advantage  to  the 
Province. 

A good  deal  was  said  the  other  day  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  in  respect  to  Mr.  Lau- 
rie’s estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  superstructure. 
I think  it  rather  important  to  see  what  foun- 
dation there  was  for  that  hon.  gentleman’s 
statements,  inasmuch  as  it  may  be  presumed 
that  his  skill  in  figures  and  his  ability  would 
enable  him  to  bring  to  the  consideration  of 
this  question  an  amount  cf  intelligence  and 
accuracy  that  few  gentlemen  in  this  house 
could  equal.  I have  before  me  the  statement 
of  the  different  materials  embraced  in  the 
structure,  as  given  in  the  estimates  of  Mr. 
Laurie  and  Mr.  Fleming.  The  first  item  has 
reference  to  the  Rails.  It  was  stated  by  the 
hon.  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  the  weight 
of  the  rail  under  Mr.  Laurie’s  Estimate  was  63 
lbs.  per  yard,  and  under  Mr.  Fleming’s  but  57. 
I wish  to  say  in  this  connection  that  the  rails 
were  ordered  before  Mr.  Fleming  had  the  least 
idea  of  taking  this  contract,  and  are  probably 
of  a better  quality  than  those  alluded  to  by  Mr 
Laur  e If  you  take  the  probable  or  actual 
cost  of  the  rail  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a 
very  little  difference  between  the  calculation 
made  by  Mr.  Laurie  and  Mr.  Fleming.  These 
calculations  are  not  based  upon  the  cost  of  the 
superstructure  running  over  the  42  or  50  miles 
but  of  the  cost  per  mile;  therefore  the  length 
makes  no  difference.  Mr.  Laurie  puts  the  rails 
down  at  £12  per  ton.  I have  made  a calcula- 
tion which  I believe  to  be  correct,  that  the  rails 
instead  of  costing  £12,  will  actually  cost  £12,- 
15  or  £13;— Mr.  Fleming’s  estimate  is  £13.  I 
have  estimated  the  rails  at  £10  per  ton,  and 
then  added  for  freight  25s  and  20  per  cent 
which  is  little  enough,  for  cost  of  pur- 
chase, insurance,  wharfage,  carriage, 
See.  In  short,  the  whole  difference  between 
the  two  estimates  is  £56  per  mile.  The  next 
item  is  “ 3\  tons  of  wrought  iron  joint  plates, 


at  £20  per  ton.”  The  joint  which  Mr.  Fleming 
proposes  to  use  in  the  superstructure  is  one  of 
an  entirely  different  character  to  the  one  in- 
tended by  Mr.  Laurie,  and  I shall  here  have 
great  pleasure  in  laying  on  the  table  a section 
of  the  stee'.-scabbard  joint  which  Mr.  Fleming 
furnishes.  Mr.  Fleming  sets  down  the  cost  of 
this  material  at  £50  per  ton.  He  has,  I am  con- 
fident, not  over  estimated  the  cost.  Then  there 
is  “ 3 i tons  of  spikes,  at  £20  per  ton,  ’ Mr. 
Fleming’s  estimate  is  the  same.  The  items  of 
sleepers,  laying  rails,  carriage  and  distribution 
of  material,  switches,  and  crossings  are  the 
same  on  both  estimates.  There  is  a difference 
in  respect  to  ballasting.  Mr.  Fleming  allows 
but  3,000  cubic  yards  per  mile,  whereas  Mr. 
Laurie’s  estimate  is  4,800.  I may  say  I believe 
from  the  best  information  I can  obtain  on  the 
subject,  the  ballas’ing,  as. estimated  by  Mr.  F., 
will  be  found  ample  under  the  circumstances 
in  connection  with  the  Pictou  extension.  Mr. 
F.  has  taken  great  pains  and  gone  to  large  ex- 
pense in  the  way  ot  draining  the  road.  He  has 
even  run  drains  up  and  down  the  slopes,  and 
taken  every  precaution  to  prevent  those  tre- 
mendous slides  that  characterize  our  present 
road.  These  precautions  will  render  a greater 
amount  of  ballasting  altogether  unnecessary. 
The  entire  cost  of  the  superstructure,  under 
Mr.  Laurie’s  estimate,  is  £2,383.  whilst  under 
F.’s  it  is  £2,439.  The  superstructure,  under  Mr. 
F.’s  estimate  is  much  superior  to  what  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Laurie. 

I have  still  another  calculation  which  is 
worth  considering.  I believe,  as  a general  rule, 
it  will  be  found  that  the  cost  of  the  superstruc- 
ture amounts  to  one  quarter,  or  a little  more, 
of  the  entire  cost  of  any  railway.  The  cost  of 
the  superstructure  on  our  present  railway  was 
$2899  Is.  8d.  per  mile.  The  average  cost  of  the 
superstructure  of  the  railways  in  the  State  of 
New  York  is  £3299  5s;  the  entire  cost  per 
mile  is  £12,690.  Therefore,  taking  any  view  of 
this  question  you  cannot  reduce  the  expense  of 
the  railway  belo  w that  at  which  I have  esti- 
mated it. 

There  is  one  feature  about  this  railway 
which  I think  is  worthy  of  attention,  and  that 
is,  the  substitution  of  the  culvert  or  embank- 
ment for  wooden  or  other  structures  which  af- 
ter a few  years  are  subject  to  decay,  and  can 
only  be  replaced  at  a tremendous  cost.  Whilst 
this  system  has  entailed  considerable  expense, 
it  wili  be  found  much  cheaper  in  the  end  in  the 
way  of  upholdance. 

I have  another  method  of  computation, 
which  I think  will  be  found  incontrovertible. 
Mr.  Laurie  estimated  the  cost  of  the  railway 
at  £12,000  per  mile  (including  rolling  stock),  or 
$48,000.  Multiply  this  sum  by  50£,  and  you  get 
a total  of  $2,412,000,  or  about  $295,500  more 
than  Mr.  Fleming  agrees  to  build  the  road  for. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  there  can  scarcely  be 
found  a more  difficult  section  of  country  through 
which  to  construct  a railway,  than  that  between 
Truro  and  the  waters  of  Pictou  harbour;  and 
it  has  already  been  ascertained  by  experience 
that  our  present  railway  cost,  before  it  was  ever 
anything  like  complete,  £11,043  per  mile;  I un- 
dertake to  say  at  the  present  day,  that  the 
railways  we  are  operating  have  cost  £12,000 
rather  than  £11,000;  while  at  the  same  time, 
the  road  that  we  are  constructing  to  Pictou  is 
superior  in  every  respect  to  the  lines  we  have 
now  in  operation,  by  at  least  10  per  cent. 
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Now,  if  you  estimate  the  cost  of  the  Pictou 
railway  at  the  rate  that  our  present  road  cost 
us,  that  is  £11,043,  you  get  the  sum  of  $2,219,643. 
or  considerably  more  than  under  Mr.  F.  s con- 
tract. Anxiety  has  been  felt  by  some  gentle- 
men that  there  will  not  now  be  that  thorough 
strict  supervision  over  the  line  that  would 
have  existed  had  Mr.  Fleming  continued  Chief 
Engineer,  and  not  have  assumed  the  position 
of  Contractor.  I am  happy  to  be  able  to  state 
to  the  House  that  the  Inspectors  of  Masonry, 
who  were  suspended  during  the  winter  months 
are  being  reinstated  as  quickly  as  the  work 
demands  it.  There  was  an  individual  in  whom 
I had  a personal  interest,  he  was  appointed 
through  my  influence;  he  was  dismissed  for  a 
time,  but  he  is  now  to  reassume  his  duties,  and 
with  others,  exercise  that  strict  supervision 
over  the  line  that  is  requisite. 

I think  I have  said  enough  on  this  question. 
I flatter  myself  that  I have  presented  calcu- 
lations to  prove  that  the  arrangement  made  by 
the  Government  is  eminently  adapted  to  pro- 
mote the  public  interests.  In  concluding  my 
remarks  1 may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  as  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,  and  as  one  interest- 
ed in  the  prosperity  of  this  country,  I have  felt 
no  little  anxiety  to  see  this  great  public  work 
successfully  completed.  Whatever  may  have 
been  my  sentiments  in  the  past  respecting  the 
construction  of  railways  under  certain  con- 
ditions, now  that  they  have  become  the  policy 
of  the  country,  it  is  my  duty — not  only  as  a 
representative  of  the  people’s  interests,  hut  as 
officer  of  a department  charged  with  the 
management  of  these  public  works,— to  do  all 
that  lies  in  my  power  to  push  them  forward  in 
such  a manner  as  will  promote  the  progress 
and  prosperity  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  interest 
that  I take  in  this  department  is,  I know,  fully 
equalled  by  that  felt  by  the  Government  and 
the  late  Chief  Engineer.  I believe,  as  I inti- 
mated before,  that  what  makes  some  gentle- 
men feel  so  keenly  on  this  question  is  the  fact 
that  the  course  pursued  by  the  Government  has 
prevented  them  keeping  up  the  cry  that  was 
raised  some  time  ago  that  the  Pictou  railway 
was  going  to  cost  $3,000,000.  And  let  me  say 
that  the  Government  may  be  pardoned  for 
keeping  the  arrangement  a secret  for  a while, 
under  the  circumstances.  In  the  first  place  it 
was  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic interest,  while  settlements  were  being  made 
with  the  contractors.  I think  I may  take  some 
little  credit  for  the  secrecy  that  was  observed, 
and  in  disappointing  the  expectations  of  these 
patriotic  gentlemen  who  hoped  to  be  able  to 
come  to  the  Legislature  with  the  statement 
i that  the  Government  were  running  the  coun- 
try recklessly  into  debt  in  connection  with  the 
construction  cf  the  Pictou  railway.  It  was 
said  that  an  extra  session  should  have  been 
called,  but  I cannot  see  any  force  whatever  in 
that  suggestion.  Were  these  public  works  to 
be  delayed  day  after  day  for  the  purpose  of  af- 
fording gentlemen  in  this  legislature  an  oppor- 
tunity of  quarrelling  over  the  matter? 

Ifi^The  Government,  I contend,  have  acted 
throughout  this  transaction  in  a manner  that 
j proves  them  to  be  the  faithful  guardians  of  the 
interests  of  the  province.  It  is  something  for  a 
government  to  save  £40,000  or  £50,000  in  the 
construction  of  a great  public  undertaking.  I 
am  here  to  say  that  I believe  that  the  spirit  of 
the  law  has  been  amply  met;  the  failure  of  the 


contractors  to  perform  their  work,  the  facts  ex- 
hibited by  the  tenders  offered  for  section  No. 
7 when  offered  to  public  competition  a second 
time,  Mr.  Laurie’s  as  well  as  Mr.  Fleming’s  es- 
timates for  the  line— all  these  things  showed 
the  government  the  necessity  and  advisability 
of  pursuing  the  course  they  have  adopted;  and 
I am  positive  when  the  people  of  this  country 
thoroughly  understand  the  question  they  will 
cordially  endorse  the  action  that  has  been^ta- 
ken. 

I think  I may  claim  some  share  of  credit 
for  the  course  that  has  been  pursued 
in  respect  to  the  Pictou  Hail  way  by 
myself  and  the  other  Western  members 
who  voted  in  its  behalf.  I need  hardly  tell 
you,  we  ran  a very  considerable  risk,  since  we 
went  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  sentiments  of 
our  constituents.  We  brought  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  question  the  best  judgment  we 
could,  and  satisfied  ourselves  that  it  was  our 
duty  to  vote  for  the  construction  of  this  road, 
as  tending  to  promote  the  material  prosperity 
of  large  sections  of  the  province.  At  the  same 
time  we  took  the  precaution  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  us  the  assurance  that  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  West  would  not  be  for- 
gotten. It  is  true,  we  did  not  bind  the  Govern- 
ment before  we  gave  them  our  support  for  the 
Pictou  Railway,  but  we  took  measures  to  se- 
cure our  own  rights;  and  I am  here  to-day  to 
express  my  unqualified  approbation  of  the 
success  that  has  already  met  our  efforts  to 
bring  about  the  constriction  of  the  Windsor 
and  Annapolis  Railway.  We  have  entered 
into  a contract  of  a most  favorable  character, 
and  thus  prepared  the  way  for  the  securing  to 
our  constituents  of  the  West  a full  equivalent 
for  any  concession  that  has  been  made  to  other 
sections  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Longley  then  went  on  to  say  that  the 
Government  deserved  public  confidence  for 
the  earnest  manner  in  which  they  had  grap- 
pled with  Railway  construction,  Education, 
and  other  great  questions  intimately  connected 
with  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the 
country,  fle  expressed  his  deep  regret  that  a 
gentleman  whose  public  conduct  in  connection 
with  Education  and  other  matters  had  been  so 
praiseworthy— he  referred  to  the  hon.  leader  of 
the  Opposition — had  pursued  a course  and 
adopted  a tone,  in  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
before  the  House,  that  was  so  exceedingly 
beneath  him.  He  wished  to  believe  that  that 
hon.  gentleman  Jjad  been  hounded  on  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  by  outside  influences  which 
every  one  could  well  understand.  Mr.  Longley 
then  concluded  by  repeating  that  the  arrange- 
ment entered  into  with  Mr.  Fleming  was  in 
cousonance  with  the  spirit  of  the  law  interfer- 
red  with  the  rights  of  no  one,  but  would  affect 
a large  saving'  in  the  public  expenditure,  and 
bring  to  a speedy  and  satisfactory  completion 
a great  undertaking  which,  otherwise,  must, 
have  been  delayed  for  years. 

Thursday,  March  22. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Bourinot  presented  a petition  from 
Eleanor  McDonald,  of  Arichat,  in  reference  to 
Jrown  Lands. 

Mr.  Blanchard  presented  a petition  from 
Mabou  against  Confederation. 

Mr.  Donkin  presented  a petition  for  such  an 
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alteration  in  the  license  law  as  to  separate  the 
sale  of  groceries  from  that  of  liquors. 

Also,  a petition  from  an  aged  teacher  for  a 
grant  of  land. 

Mr.  Pakkek  presented  two  petitions  on  the 
subject  of  Education,  one  from  Shubenacadie 
and  the  other  from  Stewiacke. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  St.  Mary’s  Bay,  for  tbe  alteration  in  the 
license  law  above  referred  to. 

Also,  a petition  from  Westport  against  Con- 
federation. 

Also,  three  other  petitions  from  St.  Mary’s 
Bay  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr,  Ross  presented  four  petitions,  signed  by 
178  persons,  against  Confederation. 

Also,  two  petitions  from  C^ipe  North,  signed 
by  125  persons,  on  the  same  subject. 

TELEGRAPH  COMPANY. 

Mr.  Tobin  presented  a petition  from  37  mer- 
chants of  Halifax,  asking  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion to  a company  proposing  to  erect  a line  of 
telegraph.  He  said  that  the  first  line  of  tele- 
graph was  erected  by  the  government,  and  af- 
terwards sold  to  a company  which  leased  Ihe 
line  to  the  American  Telegraph  Company.  The 
charge  for  sending  ten  words  to  New  York 
used  to  be  $1.75,  but  the  charge  was  now  in- 
creased to  $2.35.  These  charges  were  so  oner- 
ous that  it  was  proposed  to  organize  a new 
company  to  build  a new  line  on  the  expiration 
of  the  existing  lease  which  had  four  years  yet 
to  run.  He  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill 
in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Blanchard,  Hon.  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, and  Mr.  Jost  strongly  urged  that  this 
bill  be  allowed  to  lie  on  the  table  until  the  No- 
va Scotia  and  the  American  Telegraph  Com- 
panies could  have  an  opportunity  to  make  re- 
presentations in  connection  with  the  measure. 

PETITIONS, 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  presented  a petition  from 
the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  McKinnon,  praying  an 
amendment  of  his  act  of  incorporation,  and 
introduced  a bill  in  accordance  with  the 
prayer. 

Mr.  Churchill  presented  a petition  from 
Sons  of  Temperance  and  good  Templars,  pray- 
ing an  alteration  in  the  license  law. 

Mr.  D.  Fraser  presented  a petition  from  the 
Middle  River  Union  Gold  Company. 

Mr.  Ray  presented  a petition  from  Bear 
River,  asking  an  equitable  taxation  for  sup- 
port of  schools. 

Mr.  Annand  presented  a petition  from 
Musquodoboit,  praying  the  protection  of 
inland  fisheries. 

Mr.  Kaulbace  presented  a petition  for  the 
establishment  of  a money  order  office  at  Ches- 
ter. 

Hon.  Proy.  Secy,  laid  on  the  table  corres- 
pondence relating  to  commercial  codes  of  sig- 
nals 

SPS’BSH  OF  MR.  BLANCHARD. 

Mr.  Blanchard  replied  as  follows  to  the  Rail- 
way Commissioner: — At  one  time  in  this  debate  I 
thought  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  trouble 
the  House  with  any  obs^vaV'ms  on  the  subject, 
after  tbe  exhaustive  speeches  of  the  leader  of  the 
opposition  and  the  membjr  .or  North  Colchester; 
bat  keince  [the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Railways 
has  spoken  at  length  on  the  question,  I feel  it 


my  duty,  as  a representative  of  the  people,  to 
make  a few  remarks.  The  Railway  Commis- 
sioner has  displayed  a vast  amount  of  virtuous  in- 
dignation because  the  tone  of  the  debate  has  not 
come  up  to  his  ideas  of  what  it  should  be.  He 
considers  that  there  was  a want  ofi courtesy  in  the 
remarks  of  the  leader  of  the  opposition  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Government.  One  would  have 
thought  that  the  hon  gentleman  himself  had  al- 
ways been  a meek  and  gentle,  a pure  and  spot- 
less lamb— that  he  had  never  said  a word  to  dis- 
parage the  conduct  of  any  Government.  One 
would  have  thought  that  we  had  never  had  an 
opposi  ion,  in  this  country  that  indulged  in  invec- 
tive of  t ie  most  violent  charact  r.  Who  is  there 
that  remembers  the  sessions  of  1865,  ’61,  ’62  and 
’63.  and  would  complain  of  the  present  tone  of 
debate/  I am  almost  ashamed  to  recall  the  fea- 
tures of  those  fierce  political  contests.  Yet  we 
find  gentlemen  who  were  then  in  the  habit  of  hur- 
ling charges  of  robbery,  pillage,  illegality,  aye, 
even  murder,  against  others  now  coming  for- 
ward and  complaining  of  the  style  of  discussion 
that  is  used.  We  must  not  now  charge  the  Go- 
vernment with  having  acted  contrary  to  law,  be- 
cause, forsooth,  it  may  hurt  their  feelings  ! The 
hon  gentleman,  in  the  same  breath,  commenced 
to  impure  all  kinds  of  motives  to  the  leader  of  the 
; opposition;  he  had  some  mischief  in  view— he 
had  ulterior  objects,  and  was  looking  to  a gene- 
ral election.  Let  me  ask  if  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioner had  never  any  ulterior  views  in  the  course 
of  his  public  career?  Was  he  always  a disinter- 
ested patriot?  When  the  question  of  retrench- 
ment was  before  the  Legistature,  had  he  an  eye 
to  the  general  election?  Of  course  so  pure  a man 
as  he  would  not  think  of  such  a thing.  But  some 
gentleman  may  remember  the  forcible  language 
that  was  used  on  this  question,  by  the  same  gen- 
tleman, on  the  floors  of  this  Honse.  Who  forgets 
the  time  when  the  hon  gentleman  had  reaped  the 
fruits  of  his  warm  advocacy  of  retrenchment  and 
had  been  returned  to  the  Legislature?  V\  hen  his 
leaders  had  abandoned  the  question,  and.  when  it 
had  answered  their  purposes,  quietly  laid  it  aside, 
he  was  still  found  inclined  to  speak  in  favor  of  it 
in  his  way  We  remember  him  objecting  to  the 
expense  that  he  considered,  wou  d be  entailed  by 
a post  office  report  presented  to  the  Legislature 
in  the  session  of  1 864.  There  was  then  an  elec- 
tion approaching  in  Annapolis,  but  of  course  the 
hon  gentleman  had  no  eye  to  that  in  the  renewal 
of  the  cry  of  retrenchment  I am  now  going  to 
give  the  hon  member  a quotation  from  his  jown 
speech  on  retrenchment  in  1862.  He  was  found 
at  that  time  one  of  the  most  ardent  supporters  of 
the  scheme — of  cutting  down  the  salaries  of  pub- 
lic officers.  He  said,  as  the  present  leader  of  the 
Government  said,  that  such  a course  was  neces- 
sary in  the  financial  condition  of  the  country,  but 
he  did  not  deny  that  there  were  soma  salaries 
that  he  would  reinstate  when  tbe  public  finances 
warranted  it  There  was,  however,  one  salary 
to  which  I wish  to  make  special  reference.  On 
the  22nd  March,  1862,  after  some  general  re- 
marks on  the  subject  of  retrenchment,  he  said  : - 
“ It  struck  him  in  the  session  of  1850  when  the 
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railway  retrenchment  scheme  wag  brought  up, 
that  it  was  most  uojustifiable  that  a man  who 
sought  to  grind  the  subordinate  officials  should, 
have  been  unwilling  to  take  a single  penny  off  his 
own  immense  salary.  But  now  it  was  said  by 
the  Provincial  Secretary  that  tli3  chairman  had 
actually  offered  with  remarkable  magnanimity  to 
have  his  sal  ry  reduced  by  £100.  He  was  per- 
suaded that  that  officer  should  not  receive  more 
than  £250  a year,  and  it  would  be  justice  to  the 
people  to  reduce  id  to  that  amount.” 

Tim  gentleman  who  was  quite  willing  to  re- 
store the  salaries  of  certain  public  officers  to  their 
original  amounts,  wou!d  give  $1,000,  and  $1,000 
only,  to  the  Railway  Commissioner.  1 shat  pot 
institute  any  comparisons  between  the  gentleman 
who  held  the  office  then  and  the  one  who  holds 
it  now.  I think,  however,  that  it  the  Railway 
Commissioner  in  1862  was  oily  worth  $1,000,  he 
should  not  now  receive  $2400.  Men  who  preach 
should  practice  what  they  preach.  Of  course  the 
hon  member  had  no  ulterior  objects  then.  No  eye 
to  a general  election.  He  is  too  pure  a pa  riot 
surely,  to  take  $2400  for  doing  $1,000  worth  of 
work. 

We  have  had  quite  a long  speech  from  the  lion 
gentleman  on  the  subject  of  the  Pictou  Railway 
Standing  as  he  does  at  the  head  of  the  Railway, 
tDeparr.ment,  the  House  has  a right  to  expect 
from  him  the  clearest  and  fullest  explanation,  and 
that  he  should  be  entirely  familiar  with  the  whole 
subject.  It  was  somewhat  amusing,  however,  to 
see  a gentleman  occupying  his  position  making 
inaccurate  statements  on  railway  masters,  aud  at 
the  very  outset  corrected  by  the  Provencial  Secre- 
tary as  to  the  length  of  the  Pictou  line.  He 
was  actually  a distance  of  a mile  and  a quarter 
out  of  the  way,  and  at  first  much  disposed  to  in- 
sist that  he  was  right.  If  he  did  not  know  a sim- 
ple fact  like  this,  he  was  hardly  in  a position  to 
ask  the  House  to  put  credence  in  the  other  calcul- 
ations ha  brought  forward,  and  some  of  these  very 
calculations,  too,  predicated  ou  the  strange  error 
he  had  already  made.  He  also  said  the  govern- 
ment ought  to  be  pardoned  for  break  ng  the  law  ; 
therefore  admitting  that  they  had  broken  it 
There  was  a time  not  very  long  ago  when  we 
heard  a good  deal  about  breaking  the  law.  Gen 
tlemen  were  declared  disqualified  from  occupying 
seats  on  these  benches,  were  called  usurpers,  sit- 
ting in  defiance  of 'all  laws,  and  at  one  time  told 
they  carried  their  disgraeo  branded  on  their  fore- 
heads because  they  happened  to  hold  the  office  of 
commissioners  of  sewers,  coroner,  or  some  petty 
office  which  they  had  entirely  forgotten.  Who 
forgets  the  solemn  appeals  that  were  made  by  the 
late  leader  of  the  government  upon  the  fearful  re- 
sponsibility these  gentlemen  incurred  in  breaking, 
the  law?  When  a word  was  said  about  “the 
spirit  of  the  law,”  what  a cry  of  indignation  and 
scorn  was  raised.  The  strict  letter  of  the  law 
must  be  obeyed  and  no  excuse  could  or  would  be 
received.  But  let  me  trouble  the  House  with  a 
few  extracts  from  the  speech  of  the  Provincial 
Secretary  in  1861,  aprojws  of  breaking  the  letter, 
not  spirit  of  the  law.  Hardly  a liae  of  his  reT 
marks  but  has  the  word  law. 


“ The  law  commences  thus — ‘ The  title  of  the 
institution  shall  bathe  Provincial  Hospital  for  the 
Insane.’  It  does  not  say  that  it  is  to  be  made  a 
pauper  asylum,  where  you  are  to  grind  down  the 
maintenance  to  the  lowest  shilling.” 

“ The  law  continues—  ‘ The  management  of 
the  Hospital  shall  be  vested  in  a Board,  £c.’  ” 
What  next,  Sir?  “ The  Governor  in  Counci 
shall  appoint  a Medical  Superintendent,  &c.”  In 
another  place — “ The  law  then  goes  on  t©  say.” 
Again  This  is  the  lain  of  the  land.” 

again— “ The  present  Government  have  not 
only  done  away  with  the  Commissioners,  but 
have  even  violated  the  law  in  reference  to  the 
steward  and  matron.” 

Oh  dea  ! what  a wicked  Government  to  have 
violated  the  law  wiih  respect  to  the  steward,  and 
especially  with  the  matron  ! 

Again — “ Why  did  the  Government  violate  the 
law?” 

Again — “ The  steward  and  matron,  secretary 
and  nine  commissioners,  have  all  been  swept 
away.” 

Not  only  was  the  law  evaded  in  all  these 
things,  but,  most  terrible  to  say.  it  was  violated  in 
regard  to  the  steward  and  matron  ! But,  Sir,  if 
it  was  so  bad  to  disregard  the  law  in  respect  to 
the  Oommisioners  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  if  it 
was  such  a fearful  crime  to  interfere  with  the 
steward,  and  especially  with  the  matron  of  that 
institution,  how  much  worse  is  it  to  have  violat- 
ed it  in  handing  over  the  railway  to  Pictou  with- 
out putting  it  up  to  tender  and  contract,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  express  letter, .and,  as  I contend, 
the  clear  spirit  and  intention  of  the  law?  I do 
not  intend  to  go  into  any  history  of  the  past 
course  of  certain  gentlemea,  - but  who  does  not 
remember  the  declamation  tKat  was  used  in  con- 
nection with  the  payment  to  Donald  Cameron  o' 
a few  thousand  dollars.  Then  gentlemea  were 
charged  with  robbery  and  plunder,— with  dip 
ping  their  arms  to  the  elbows  into  the  public 
treasury  And  the  charges  were  rung,  ‘ usque 
ad  nauseam”  oa breaches  of  the  law,  which,  in 
comparison  with  this,  were  the  merest  trifles. 

I am  sure  that  there  is  scarcely  a gentleman 
in  this  House  who  has  not  seen,  in  travelling 
over  this  country,  the  cabalistic  letters  R.  R.  R. 
on  every  fence  and  available  spot.  These  letters 
are  said  to  signify  “ Radway’s  Ready  Relief.”— 
Now,  there  was  a time  when  we  had  three  equally 
significant  R’s,  denoting  “ Rum,  Railways, 
Ruin  !”  — the  latter  being  the  natural  sequence  of 
the  other  two.  It  appears,  however,  that  the 
mind  of  the  hon  gentleman  has  been  altered,  and 
ihe  Ruin  obliterated,— and  Railways  have  be- 
come a blessing,  instead  of  ruin,  to  Nova  Scotia. 
Th9  hon.  member  , has  been  converted  on  this 
point, — and  we  must  assume  that  he  has  bee 
converted  on  the  other  point,  and  that  Rum  ha 
also  behn  found  a comfort  Strange  conversion, 
are  sometimes  witnessed  in  this  House. 

The  hon.  Railway  Commissioner  referred  to 
section  No.  7 throughout  his  speech,  and  read 
certain  papers  in  connection  therewith.  From 
the  display  made  by  him  in  bringing  forward 
these  documents,  and  from  the  earnest  manner  in 
which  the  Provincial  Secretary  and  Attorney 
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General  sprang  to  their  feet  when  the  question  of 
order  was  raised,  I thought  at  first  we  were  to 
have  some  extraordinary  developments ; but 
when  they  are  read,  what  do  they  amount  to  ? — 
They  are  simply  read  and  sung  to  the  praises  and 
glory  of  Mr.  Fleming  and  the  Railway  Commi3- 
sioner — what  they  did,  and  how  they  did  it — that 
in  three  or  tour  days,  they  took  a contract  out  of 
a man’s  hand,  and  commenced  it  by  day’s  labor. 
But  I wish  to  know  why  is  it  that  the  Govern- 
ment and  its  friends  refer  especially  to  the  con- 
tract on  section  No.  7 ? Why  were  not  No.  1,  or 
No.  10,  or  No.  8,  or  any  other,  taken  as  an  illus- 
tration ? If  I am  rightly  informed,  section  No.  7 
is  the  great  difficulty  on  this  railroad.  No.  1 i3 
nearly  finished ; why  was  it  not  selected  ? I will 
tell  you:  No.  7 is  taken  because  it  does  not  give  a 
fair  view  of  the  whole  circumstances  connected 
with  the  construction  of  the  line.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman said  that  the  lowest  of  the  second  tenders 
received  exceeded  the  first  by  $18,000,  and  then 
multiplied  that  amount  by  the  number  of  sections, 
namely,  10.  Bdt  why  did  he  not  make  the  com- 
parisons with  No.  1 ? If  he  had,  there  would 
have  been  no  $18,000,  in  excess.  We  had 
second  tenders,  indeed  ! If  I mistake  not,  the 
period  for  sending  in  the  second  tenders  was  very 
short.  There  were  no  inducements  offered  to 
contractors  of  other  countries  ; and  who  was  asked 
to  contract  for  them  ? Why  the  ten  ruined  con- 
tractors ? As  might  have  been  expected,  they 
all  combined  to  put  up  the  prices.  That  is  the 
reason  for  tbe  $18,000  in  excess  of  the  original 
contract  on  section  No  7.  What  guide  is  a con- 
tract made  under  such  circumstances'?  There- 
fore, at  one  glance  the  illusion  sought  to  be 
created  in  connection  with  section  No.  7 vanishes 
like  mist  beneath  the  sun. 

The  hon.  gentleman  went  on  to  eulogize  Mr 
Fleming  in  the  highest  terms.  What  I know  of 
him  is  to  his  credit,  but  if  his  reputation  is  to  de- 
pend upon  such  facts  as  the  hon.  member  gave, 
it  would  not  amount  to  much.  He  says  that  Mr. 
Fleming  bored  a few  holes  in  the  e trth  to  see  if 
he  could  ereqt  heavy  mason’s  work  thereon,  If 
that  is  the  way  Mr.  Fleming’s  skill  is  to  be  illus- 
trated, he  will  have  reason  to  wish  to^be  saved 
from  his  friends.  He  actually  took  the  precau- 
tion to  bore  holes  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the 
foundation.  What  a wise  man  is  Mr.  Fleming, 
and  what  a panegyrist  is  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioner! The  hon.  member  says  that  Mr.  Fleming 
leaves  nothing  to  chance.  Yes,  I am  quite  sure 
he  left  nothing  to  chance  when  he  took  this  con- 
tract for  $2,116  500,  and  I give  him  cred.t  for  it ; 
he  wa3  too  wise  to  do  so,  unless  he  could  make  a 
handsome  thing  out  of  it. 

If  we  are,  however,  to  believe  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Annapolis,  Mr.  Fleming  is  to  be  ruined, 
because  he  has  proved  to  his  own  satisfaction  $at 
the  railway  must  eost  fully  $2,500,060.  If  the 
hon  member's  estimate  be  correct,  then  Mr.  Flem- 
ing does  leave  much  to  chance.  Are  we  to  believe 
Mr.  Fleming  or  the  Railway  Commissioner?  Is 
the  country  to  be  ruined  by  a man  who  has  not 
given  any  guarantee  lor  the  due  performance  of 
the  work?  The  government  have  allowed  con- 
tractors to  escape  who  had  the  best  security  pos- 


sible, and  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  one 
who,  according  to  the  Railway  Commissioner, 
is  to  lose  several  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars by  the  operation,  and  yet  has  not  given  any 
adequate  security.  I fear,  however,  th>t  Mr. 
Fleming  knows  very  well  what  he  is  doing — that 
he  has  got  such  a margin  as  will  leave  him  large 
profit  at  the  expense  of  the  country. 

We  are  informed  that  Mr  Fleming  said  that 
this  road  was  to  eost  $2,216,500,  but  if  the  gov- 
ernment would  permit,  he  could  make  such 
changes  as  would  bring  the  cost  within  two  mil- 
curlions.  What  was  he  to  do?  Alter  the  grades, 
vatures,  alignments.  I ask  the  Provincial  Secre- 
tary to  lay  his  hand  upon  a tittle  of  evidence  that 
clearly  defines  what  these  grades,  curvatures  &c., 
would  be  under  Mr.  Fleming’s  contract 

Hon.  Prov  Sec  — They  are  under  your  hand, 
in  the  journals  of  1865. 

Mr  Blanchard — I have  looked  at  the  jour- 
nals of  1865,  and  find  a certain  number  of  gradients 
put  down  at  a certain  size,  but  where  they  are, 
how  they  are  to  be  placed,  how  they  are  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  road,  we  are  left  in  entire  darkness. 
Who  is  to  check  Mr.  Fleming? 

Hon  Provincial  Secretary -They  are  all 
fully  detailed  by  documents  in  the  office. 

Mr  Blanchard — Then  what  is  the  nature  of 
these  grades? 

Hon  Proy.  Secy. — They  are  the  grades  and 
curves  not  provided  for  iathe  estimate  of  $2, 2 16,- 
500.  but  in  the  reduc  d estimate  to  which  the 
road  was  subject  before  any  contract  was  given. 

Mr.  Blanchard — I see  that  the  contract  does 
not  refer  to  these  papers.  Why  is  this?  Here  is 
a contract  without  the  specification  under  which 
the  contractor  is  to  perform  the  work  being  ap- 
pended. Why  are  not  the  details  made  clear  and 
distinct?  If  ever  there  was  a contract  loosely 
drawn,  it  is  the  present  Not  only  is  this  con- 
tract we  have  now  subject  to  the  redactions  in 
the  grades  and  curvatures  below  those  originally 
estimated,  but  it  is  liable  to  other  conditions.  We 
read  under  date  of  October  30th,  1865,  the  follow- 
ing : 

“ 10.  Substitute  tunnels  for  culverts  and  bridges 
whatever  it  can  be  done  to  advantage,  as  in  two 
cases  on  section  4. 

“11.  Where  I found  it  impossible  to  complete 
the  masonry  of  structures  in  time  for  opening  the 
railway  by  the  dates  required,  I would  erect  tim- 
ber staging  of  ample  strength  to  carry  the  rail 
track  over  streams,  and  afterwards  complete  the 
masonry  and  embankments  underneath  and 
around  the  temporary  staging. 

“ 12.  Adopt  such  other  measures  as  from  time 
to  time  appeared  expedient  to  accomplish  the 
main  objects  in  view.” 

Under  date  of  Jan.  3rd  we  find  Mr.  Fleming 
stating  : 

“ Having  learned  that  the  Government  intends 
entering  into  a contract  with  me  for  the  execution 
of  the  works  of  construction  on  tbe  railway  be- 
tween Truro  and  Pictou,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  my  letters  of  30th  October  and  the  27th 
December  last.” 

Here  is  Mr.  Fleming  referring  to  a letter  that 
gives  him  such  great  scope  as  no  other  man  ever 
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had  before.  I will  not  refer  to  what  the  leader  of 
the  opposition  stated,  but  I cannot  help  al  uding 
to  the  extraordinary  fact  that  this  contract,  on  the 
one  hand,  requires  him  to  perform  the  work  ac- 
cording to  specification  given  to  the  contractors, 
and,  on  the  other,  according  to  the  letter  in  ques- 
tion. According  to  the  latter,  Mr.  Fleming  has 
the  power  of  making  any  alterations  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  ro-d  that  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary, while,  accordiug  to  the  specifications,  he  is 
to  be  paid  for  the  work  by  actual  measurement. 
We  have,  on  the  one  hand,  a lump  sum,  and  on 
the  other  a contract  by  the  yard.  Therefore  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  whole  matter  is  loft  in  a con- 
dition of  uncertainty  that  is  exceedingly  hazard- 
ous as  far  as  the  public  interests  are  concerned, 
and  exceeding’y  convenient  foi  Mr.  Fleming. 

When  was  this  contract  given  to  Mr.  Fleming? 
Nine  months  after  the  contractors  had  begun  their 
work.  Who  does  not  know  that  as  much  stone 
as  was  necessary  to  construct  the  masonry  was 
brought  a distance  of  from  eight  to  fourteen  miles. 
The  contractors  had  opened  quarries — had  pre- 
pared roads,  and  in  this  way  a great  deal  had  been 
done  far  Mr.  Fleming;  the  quarries  are  opened 
the  roads  made ; and  yet,  says  the  Kailway  Com- 
missioner, the  present  contractor  is  lc-ft  in  no  bet- 
ter position  than  those  who  went  before  him. 
Then  there  are  the  engines  and  cars  already  re- 
ferred to.  Take  this,  with  his  power  to  alter  the 
road,  and  various  other  consid  rations.  It  strikes 
me  that  ill  these  things  entered  into  Mr.  Fleming’s 
calculations. 

Thehon.  member  to  day  went  into  a great  num- 
ber of  calculations  into  which  I have  no  wish  to 
follow  him,  though  I could  in  some  oases  show 
that  he  has  made  large  errors.  He  forgets  talking 
about  the  cost  of  New  York  Pailways  that  they 
are  double  tracks.  Then  who  does  not  know 
that  in  that  State  there  are  a great  number  of  ex 
pensive  stations,  and  a vast  quantity  of  expensive- 
rolling  stock,  ten  times  more  than  it  is  necessary 
to  put  on  our  railways  Therefore*  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman is  not  justified  in  making  any  comparisons 
between  New  York  and  this  Province.  In  the  es- 
timated cost  of  the  Pictou  Railway  made  by  Mr. 
Laurie,  namely  £12, Of  0 a mile,  the  rolling  stock 
is  included,  and  I believe  it  is  the  same  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  How  then  can  New  York 
railways  with  these  double  tracks,  expensive  and 
numerous  stations,  and  enormous  rolling  stock,  be 
adopted  as  any  guide  for  us. 

What  guarantee  have  we  that  Mr.  Fleming 
will  complete  the  contract  according  to  the  ori- 
ginal estimate?  I will  tell  you  what  it  is:  Sim- 
ply the  integrity  of  Mr.  Fleming.  Fo  one  has  a 
higher  opinion  of  this  gentleman  than  myself,  but 
his  reputation  is  the  only  security  that  the  House 
has  that  he  will  make  the  road  according  to  his 
contract.  But  I forgot  to  mention  that  we  were 
told  by  the  Railway  Commissioner  that  an  in- 
spector who  was  dismissed  from  the  Railway — a 
friend  of  his  own,  and  therefore  perfectly  immacu- 
late— is  to  be  reinstated  in  his  position.  Th:s 
pure  man  from  Annapolis  will  be  on  the  road  in  a 
few  days,  and  then  Mr.  Fleming  must  mind  what 
he  is  doing. 


Mr.  Lo>gley — Ke  happens  to  come  from  the 
East. 

Mr  Blanchard — I thought  Paradise  was  the 
only  place  that  could  furnish  so  immaculate  an  in- 
dividual. But  we  would  like  v<  ry  much  to  know 
who  his  gu  irdian  of  the  public  interests  may  be. 
The  wise  men,  we  know,  came  from  the  East, 
and  so  it  is  it  appears  in  the  pre  ent  instance.  He 
i .o  watch  over  the  people’s  intere  ts,  and  there- 
fore we  must  be  quite  content.  There  is  no  fear 
that  Mr.  Fleming  can  cheat  the  Province  while 
this  wise  inspector  of  masonry  from  the  East  is  to 
the  fore. 

The  Railway  Commissioner  also  referred  to 
the  charge  of  secrecy  in  this  matter  that  was  made 
against  the  government  I cannot  see  (as  he 
would  have  us  think)  that  we  have  anything  to 
thank  the  government  for  because  they  gave  us 
full  explanations  on  the  subject  at  a tim©  when 
they  could  not  help  themselves.  They  knew  that 
if  they  delay  d the  explanations,  questions  on  the 
subject  would  be  put  to  them  But  the  hon 
member  took  great  credit  to  himself  for  having 
kept  this  matter  a secret,  in  order  to  disappoint 
the  enemies  of  the  Government,  who  had  been 
declaring  that  the  road  would  cost  $8,000,000. 
When  did  any  gentleman  in  this  House  ever  say 
such  a thing?  Or  even  so,  are  we  who  came 
forward  to  assistance,  to  be  sneered  at  by  them 
in  this  style?  Am  I to  be  responsible  because  a 
newspaper  may  make  statements  of  this  kind? 
Members  in  this  House  can  only  be  called  to 
account  for  what  they  may  say  on  these  floors. 
It  is  not  for  this  hon.  gentleman  to  make  rash 
charges  against  those  who  have  always  proved 
themselves  warm  friends  of  the  undertaking.  We 
gave  to  the  government  our  warm  support  when 
the  question  came  up  in  1864.  Can  the  hon.  mem- 
ber say  as  much  for  himself  when  the  Pictou  rail- 
way was  before  the  House  some  years  ago?  When 
his  own  friends  were  not  in  power,  we  heard 
enough  of  ‘ rum  and  railways  ; ” but  now  he  has 
changed  his  principles,  and  takes  great  credit  to 
himself  for  his  course.  1 cannot  forget  when  he 
opposed  the  construction  of  the  road  oh  the 
ground  that  he  had  no  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment. Had  we  any  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment when  we  supported  the  extension  to  Pic- 
tou? No,  but  we  believed  that  it  was  our.  duty 
to  sink  political  prejudices,  and  look  simply  to 
the  interests  of  the  province  at  large. 

The  hon  member  says  that  this  matter  was  legi- 
timately the  province  of  the  government.  There 
is  not  a member  of  the  government  or  any  man 
who  has -enquired  into  this  question  but  knows 
that  the  law  was  set  at  nought  and  that  the  only 
justification  that  cai^  be  made  is  the  necessity 
of  the  case. 

Then  the  hon  member  lauded  his  self  denial, 
and  went  on  ta  refer  to  the  hon  leader  of  the  op- 
position. In  one  minute  the  hon  gentleman  con- 
siders it  very  wrong  to  impute  motives  to  any  one, 
but  in  the  very  next  breath  he  declares  that  the 
leader  of  the  opposition  has  been  hounded  on  to  this 
discussion  by  ou  side  influences.  That  was  hard- 
ly the  way  for  this  pure-minded  gentleman  to  talk! 
At  one  moment  he  talks  of  his  great  admiration 
for  the  hon.  leader’s  talents,  bis  integrity,  and  his 
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patriotism — and  spoke  as  if  he  almost  worshipped 
him,  and  in  the  ntxt  he  is  “ hounded  on”  by  out- 
side influences.  I have  heard  persons  speak  of 
Mrs.  So  and  So;  she  is  a very  handsome  and  fine 
lady,  but  then  {'shrugging  their  shoulders),  you 
know  people  do  talk  about  her  ! That  is  about 
the  style  in  vhich  the  hon  gentleman  referred  to 
the  hon  member  for  Colchester.  I could  forgive 
a man  who  said  out  boldly  and  defiantly,  “you 
are  a scoundrel;”  but  one  who  first  plasters  you 
with  praise,  and  than  strikes  you  an  unfair  blow, 
acts  in  a very  contemptible  manner  to  say  the 
least. 

Last  eight  the  hon.  gentleman  regretted  that  he 
had  not  been  able  to  give  any  time  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  question.  He  said  that  in  the 
integrity  of  his  heart  he  believed— -that  this  was  a 
good  bargain.  I believe  in  all  the  integrity  of  my 
heart  that  the  Railway  Commissioner  did  not 
give  five  minutes  consideration  to  the  subject, 
but  has  depended  entirely  on  others  for  the  infor- 
mation be  has  furnished  to  the  House.— -If  it  had 
been  otherwise,  in  all  probability  he  would  never 
have  come  forward  and  attempted  to  make  the 
House  believe  such  calculations  and  statements 
as  he  has  given  them  in  course  of  his  speech.  It 
would  have  been  much  more  becoming  on  his  part 
if  he  had  looked  closely  into  this  question,  and 
not  ignored  entirely  the  correspondence  on  the 
table,  as  he  has  done. 

I have  no  desire  to  weary  the  House,  and  shall 
therefore  only  add  that  the  hon.  Commissioner  of 
Railways,  who  ought  to  have  taken  the  lead  in 
all  these  negotiations,- — who  ought  to  have  been 
in  a position  to  advise  the  Government, — is  never 
once  referred  to  in  all  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  and  does  not  appear  even  *o  have  been 
consulted,  exrept  when  he  once,  with  a member 
of  the  Government,  went  over  a part  of  the  road. 
Verily,  such  a commissioner  is  worth  $1000  per 
annum ! 


Friday,  March  23, 1866. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

PETTIIONS,  ETG. 

Mr.  Hatfield  presented  a petition  from 
Tusket  for  additional  mail  accommodation. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  presented  a petition 
for  the  establishment  of  a Post  Office  instead 
of  a Way  Office  at  Freeport,  Long  Island. 

Mr.  Kaulback  presented  a petition  from 
Chelsea  for  a grant,  on  Old  Chelsea  Road. 

Also  a petition  from  N ew  Boss  for  additional 
mail  accommodation. 

Mr.  b'EFEERNAN  presented  a petition  from 
David  A.  McDonald  and  118  others,  for  a spe- 
cial grant  to  repair  the  road  from  Sherbrooke 
to  Goldenville.  « 

Also  a petition  from  James  W.  Carr,  and 
others,  for  aid  to  repair  the  road  from  John 
McKay’s  eastern  line  to  Carey’s  Bridge  in 
Guysborough  County. 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a petition  for  a survey 
of  a railway  line. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  some  days  ago  he  pre- 
sented a petition  from  inhabitants  of  Digby 
County,  on  the  subject  of  a road  to  connect 
the  counties  of  Shelburne  and  Digby.  He  now 
presented  one  from  Shelburne  County  on  that  j 
subject.  1 


Mr.  Pryor  reported  a number  of  bills  from 
the  Committee  on  Private  Bills. 

Mr.  Hebb  presented  a petition  in  favor  of 
the  present  arrangement  of  the  Chester  Court 
of  Sessions. 

Mr.  Archibald  introduced  a hill  to  amend 
Chap.  137  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  in  reference 
to  Insolvent  Debtors.  He  said  this  bill  was 
intended  to  meet  the  case  of  parties  who,  hav- 
ing property,  chose  to  go  to  jail  and  remain 
there  in  defiance  of  the  creditors. 

Hon.  Prqv.  Sec.  moved  that  Mr.  S.  Camp- 
bell be  added  to  the  Militia  Committee. 
Passed. 

Hon.  P^oy.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  tl^e  return 
of  St.  Mary’s  College. 

THE  PICTOU  RAILWAY. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Kill  am  said:— I supposed,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, that  the  question  of  the  Pictou  Railway  had 
been  brought  to  an  end  last  session,  but  1 now 
find  that  we  are  not  likely  to  arrive  at  the  end 
of  the  matter  for  some  time  to  come.  The  ques- 
tion for  discussion  now  is  in  reference  to  the 
management  of  this  great  work  which  the  gov- 
ernment have  undertaken.  It  would  appear 
from  the  documents  laid  on  the  table  that  the 
government  at  the  outset  adopted  a new  poli- 
cy in  connection  with  this  railway:  instead  of 
contracting  for  a lump  sum  they  agreed  to  pay 
by  the  yard.  The  contractors  having  under- 
taken the  work,  proceeded  with  it  until  the 
government  saw  lit,  without,  as  I think,  suffi- 
cient reason,  to  take  it  out  of  their  hands.  The 
principal  reason  given  for  this  course  is  that 
they  feared  it  could  not  be  completed  within 
the  proper  time.  One  contractor  having  noti- 
fied the  government  that  he  could  not  proceed 
at  the  existing  rates  agreed  for,  the  work  was 
taken  off  his  hands,  and  carried  on  under  the 
Chief  Engineer, — matters  thus  went  on  until 
the  end  of  last  season,  when  they  concluded  to 
change  the  whole  of  the  work,  and  to  hand  it 
over  to  Mr.  Fleming,  for  a lump  sum.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  the  contracsors  agreed 
with  the  government  at  certain  prices,  and  that 
they  gave  satisfactory  security, — it  is  not  as- 
serted that  they  were  incompetent  to  perform 
the  w<~>rk,  hut  the  only  ground  alleged  in  justi- 
fication was  the  delay  which  arose.  It  k 
well  known  that  all  such  works  have  taken  a 
a longer  time  then  has  been  estimated  at  first. 
The  administration  justify  their  conduct  un- 
der the  advice  of  an  Engineer  in  their  employ 
I will  read  an  extract  from  Mr.  McNab’s  re- 
port, and  will  ask  whether  this  justification  i; 
sufficient.  I think  it  pretty  evident  fromthk 
document  that  Mr.  McNab  gave  them  verj 
good  advice, — that  he  gave  them  to  understand 
it  would  he  a better  arrangement  if  the  worl 
could  be  well  executed  for  the  sum  offered  bj 
Mr.  Fleming,  hut  at  the  same  time  he  gave 
the  government  to  understand  it  was  hardly 
likely  that  Mr.  Fleming  could  do  it  at  tha^ 
rate,  for  he,  Mr.  McNab,  exceeded  Mr.  Flem- 
ing’s calculation  by  $169,000.  The  governmen 
might  well  have  drawn  the  conclusion  from 
that  fact,  that  were'  they  were  going  to  bargam 
with  a man  who  undertook  a work  at  less  thai 
his  own,  and  less  than  the  Engineer’s  estimate 
there  was  some  risk  attending  the  transaction 
Mr.  McNab  says : “ In  order  that  the  above 
assertion  may  be  substantiated  by  facts 
I beg  to  submit  the  following  estimate,  whicl 
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will  be  found  to  exceed  the  estimate  of  Mr. 
Fleming  by  the  sum  of  $69,232,  and  his  offer  by 
$109,232  the  estimate  having  been  arrived  at 
only  after  the  closest  calculation,  and  by  al- 
lowing prices  no  higher  than  some  of  those 
upon  which  contracts  have  been  let  and  for- 
feited.” 

It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  members  that 
the  supporters  of  the  government  who  have 
spoken  on  this  subject  have  not  denied 
that  the  contractors  were  fully  competent  to 
perform  what  they  undertook  or  that  they  had 
not  given  adequate  security,  but  it  seems 
to  be  admitted  that  the  government  were  so 
anxious  to  get  on  rapidly  that  they  took  the 
work  out  of  their  hands.  The  main  ground 
of  objection  is  that  the  government  handed 
over  the  contract  to  Mr.  Fleming  without 
any  guarantee  whatever— that  they  have  not 
done  what  the  law  in  all  cases  requires,  viz, 
that  persons  undertaking  such  liabilities  should 
give  some  security  of  their  ability  to  discharge 
them.  If  Mr.  Fleming’s  object  was  to  secure 
the  control  of  the  appropriation  of  two  millions 
of  money  he  could* do  so  without  incurring 
any  risk.  In  adopting  this  course  the  govern- 
ment made  themselves  liable  to  the  censure  of 
the  House  and  did  what  no  man  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  private  business  would  do. 
Another  most  remarkable  circumstance  is  that 
Mr.  Fleming  i s to  pay  the  overseers  of  the  work. 

Hon.  Pkov.  Seceetaey,  I wish  to  explain 
that  these  overseers  are  employed  by  the  go- 
vernment, and  paid  by  the  government,  but 
the  amount  which  they  are  to  receive  is  to  be 
deducted  from  the  sum  due  Mr.  Fleming. 

Mr,  Kieeam  continued : That  may  alter  the 
case,  but  it  would  seem  that  that  gentleman 
controls  the  whole  work  and  all  the  officers 
engaged  on  it.  So  far  there  have  bee».  measure- 
v ments ; but  it  would  appear  to  be  unnecessary 
hereafter.  The  only  safeguard  which  the  gov- 
ernment have  is* the  ten  per  cent.,  which  they 
retain,  but  even  this  is  paid  over  when  a cer- 
tain portion  of  the  work  is  done.  Experience 
has  shown  us  that  in  the  management  of  thesp 
works  the  payments  have  to  be  made  as  fast 
as  the  work  proceeds,  and  sometimes  faster,  to 
enable  the  contractors  to  get  on.  It  seems  to 
be  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  contractors, 
all  but  No.  7,  could  have  completed  the  line 
if  they  had  been  allowed, — it.  was  a mere  ques- 
tion of  time;  but  the  government  determined 
to  change  their  management  entirely.  I think 
that  this  was  not  carrying  out  the  intention  of 
the  Legislature  in  any  respect,  because  the 
law  expressly  points  out  that  security  shall  be 
required  from  the  contractors.  In  connection 
wirh  this  subject  it  was  said  that  I stated  at  a 
public  meeting  at  Yarmouth  that  the  road 
would  cost  three  millions, — that  may  have 
been  speaking  rather  by  wholesale,  but  I am 
not  yet  quite  sure  that  the  cost  will  not  reach 
that  sum.  The  Railway  Commissioner  added 
$250,000  in  one  of  his  calculations  last  evening, 
and  another  addition  or  two  woukl  bring  it  up 
to  that  estimate.  I notice,  also,  that  no  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  wharves  at  Fisher’s 
Grant.  The  ships  arriving  here  from  Montreal 
must  have  some  place  to  discharge  the  thou- 
sands of  tons  of  cargo,  and  this  will  be  an  im- 
portant item  in  the  cost,  amounting,  perhaps, 
to  $60,000.  Then,  I suppose,  a wharf  will  be 
wanted  at  the  other  side  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  town  of  Pictou,  and  I think  this 


would  bo  a far  more  reasonable  outlay  than 
the  expenditure  of  money  upon  a wharf  at 
Parrsboro’,  having  no  connection  whatever 
with  the  Railway.  I entertained  the  hope  last 
year  that  this  road  having  become  a fixed  mat- 
ter of  fact,  the  earnings  of  the  line  would 
give  the  prospect  of  relief  from  a portion  of 
the  nterest  which  we  have  been  pay- 
ing. During  the  summer  I was  glad 
(although  some  gentlemen  may  be  under 
the  impression  that  I would  wish  to  make  the 
road  seem  as  costly  as  possible,  which  is  not 
the  case),  to  see  that  those  earnings  exhibited  a 
large  increase,  and  was  led  to  believe  that  they 
would  add  a large  surplus  to  our  general 
revenue,  but  the  Report  of  the  Commissioner 
shows  us  that  such  is  not  the  case — the  nett 
earnings  have  been  exceedingly  small,  and  the 
report  goes  on  to  say  that  the  railway  will  re- 
quire this  thing  this  season,  another  thing  the 
next, — that  the  wood-work  is  rotting — the 
bridges  are  going  out  of  repair,  giving  us  no 
reason  to  expect  any  surplus  for  some  time  to 
come.  If  the  only  guarantee  we  have  for  the 
quality  of  the  new  road  is  that  it  shall  be  as 
good  as  the  existing  line,  nobody  can  tell  when 
the  earnings  will  give  us  a surplus,  and  we 
have  chosen  a very  poor  sample.  In  the  con- 
tract for  the  extension  to  New  Brunswick 
instead  of  providing  that  the  work  shall  be 
equal  to  our  present  line  they  should  have 
stipulated  that  it  should  be  equal  to  the  New 
Brunswick  road.  Every  one  must  say,  that 
that  road  is  very  superior  to  any  part  of  ours, 
and  yet  our  new  road  is  to  be  very  much  infe- 
rior to  that.  I think  that  on  these  matters  the 
Government  have  not  bestowed  the  necessary 
care  and  attention.  The  contract  for  the 
Annapolis  line  enables  the  company,  upon 
getting  so  many  thousands  of  pounds,  to  build 
just  whatever  style  of  road  they  may  choose, 
and  the  land  through  which  it  is  to  run  is  pur- 
chased for  them.  Those  gentlemen  are  under- 
taking the  speculation  merely  for  the  sake  of 
the  profit,  that  they  may  make  in  its  construc- 
tion, and  I think  the  sum  they  are  to  receive 
is  far  too  large  unless  a more  stringent  agree- 
ment had  been  made.  There  should  be  no  road 
built  that  would  not  be  at  any  rate  equal  to 
the  existing  lines;  but  the  Annapolis  road  may 
be  built  without  sleepers.  I do  not  think  that 
when  this  extension  was  talked  of  it  was  anti- 
cipated that  the  road  would  be  a mere  tram- 
way without  any  stipulation  as  to  grades  &c., 
but  we  all  imagined  it  would  be  serviceable 
and  efficient.  The  argument  used  in  reply  to 
this  is,  that  the  road  will  belong  to  the  com- 
pany and  that  its  quality  is  no  business 
of  ours, — they  are  going  to  use  it,  and  when 
we  have  done  paying  our  money  it  is  to  be 
theirs  entirely,  but  I consider  this  system  en- 
tirely wrong.  The  act  incorporating  the  com- 
pany goes  on  to  say  that  when  ten  per  cent,  on 
£370,000  has  been  paid  up  they  may  go  into 
operation  and  in  six  months  can  clear  £16,200 
sterling  from  our  treasury,  and  the  faster  they 
go  on  with  the  construction  the  more  they  can 
clear,  so  that  no  doubt  they  will  make  a bar- 
gain immediately  with  some  other  company  to 
do  the  work.  They  have  a large  subsidy  from 
the  Province,  and  they  may  transfer  their  lia- 
bility to  any  one  who  will  buy  their  stock  in 
the  market.  In  reference  to  the  Pictou  line  I 
think  the  government  in  endeavoring  to  press 
the  work  to  completion  in  so  short  a time  have 
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* exhibited  a want  of  care.  It  would  seem  that 
their  object  ever  since  coming  into  power  has 
been  to  do  all  the  work  that  is  to  be  done,  leav- 
ing nothing  for  their  successors.  Like  some 
speculators  they  were  determined  to  trade  all 
the  time,  whether  they  made  anything  or  not. 
This  I think  is  not  the  way  to  do  the  public 
business — the  government  are  placed  in  office 
for  a different  purpose — it  is  their  duty  to  be 
guarded  in  every  movement  they  made,  and  in 
this  matter  they  should  not  have  trusted  merely 
in  Mr.  Fleming’s  ability,  but  should  have 
taken  the  precaution  to  require  ample  securi- 
ty, not  leaving  the  bargaiu  a one-sided  affair. 
I believe  that  even  the  strongest  supporters  of 
the  administration  feel  that  in  relation  to  this 
Pictou  road  the  government  have  not  done  as 
they  should,  and  I am  quite  satisfied  that 
many  who  will  vote  against  the  resolution  are 
of  that  opinion.  If  the  resolution  pass  it  will 
be  a caution  to  every  government  hereafter  to 
manage  the  public  works  with  care.  I have 
failed  to  see  any  good  reason  for  the  haste 
evinced  in  this  instance,  or  the  wisdom  of  con- 
structing three  lines  at  once  which  will  run  in 
opposition  to  each  other.  Mr.  Fleming  told 
them  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in 
getting  labour,  and  yet  they  hurried  on  the 
work  at  such  a rate  that  the  cost  will  be  great- 
ly increased.  The  country  is  paying  in  connec- 
tion with  these  works  an  fenormous  sum  for 
interest,  and  in  looking  over  the  report  of  the 
delegates  to  England  I can  see  no  reason  to 
expect  that  money  will  be  very  readily  obtain- 
ed. The  excitement  consequent  upon  the 
threatened  invasion  will  by  no  means  strength- 
en our  credit,  but  will  make^capitalists  cautious 
in  investing  money  in  provincial  bonds,  and  our 
proximity  to  the  neighboring  republic  and  our 
distance  from  the  mother  couutry  make  us 
continually  liable  to  be  disturbed  by  law- 
less men.  The  contractors,  however,  will  go 
on,  and  in  six  months  we  have  to  provide  the 
large  sum  which  I have  mentioned,  whatever 
the  state  of  the  public  credit  may  be.  I consi- 
der that  no  great  necessity  existed  for  a course 
which  is  attended  by  such  results,  and  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution  will  be  a warning  to  go- 
vernments hereafter. 

SPEECH  OP  HON.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  said:  I regret 
that  I was  unable  to  address  the  House  at  an 
earlier  day.  In  consequence  of  illness  I was 
not  present  when  the  hon.  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition introduced  the  resolution  and  addressed 
the  House  in  its  support.  It  was  not  until  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  reading  that  hon.  gentle- 
man’s speech  in  the  newspapers  that  I was 
able  to  follow  his  arguments.  I was  obliged 
to  leave  the  House  yesterday,  and  even  now  I 
feel  physically  unable  to  do  justice  to  a ques- 
tion of  such  importance.  The  House  will 
know,  too,  that  my  duties  have  of  late  been  of 
a most  onerous  character,  in  consequence  of 
my  having  been  called  upon  to  perform  the 
work  of  another  public  Department.  The 
House  will  therefore  understand  the  difficul- 
ties that  have  met  me  in  attempting  to  deal 
with  the  question  raised  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  leader  of  the  Opposition. 

When  this  subject  was  first  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  House,  it  was  no  doubt  calculated 
to  create  in  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen  a 
little  surprise.  We  were,  however,  not  un- 


aware of  the  fact  that  since  the  first  estimate 
was  brought  here  for  the  building  of  the  Pictou 
Railway,  we  had  been  told,  both  in  the  Legis- 
lature and  out  of  it,  that  the  sum  of  $2,216,500 
was  far  too  low,  and  that  this  public  work  was 
not  over-estimated  at  $3,000,600.  We  have  had 
calculations  presented  to  the  House  in  con- 
nection with  the  revenue,  that  the  road  was  to 
cost,  if  not  $3,000,000,  at  all  events  something 
very  like  it.  During  the  debates  that  took 
place  in  respect  to  the  Inter-colonial  railway 
and  the  road  to  Annapolis,  calculations  were 
made  to  show  that  the  line  in  question  would 
cost  a good  deal  over  two  millions  of  dollars. 
Therefore,  taking  not  only  the  estimates 
of  the  Government,  but  those  made  in  the 
the  ouse,  no  one  could  say  that  two  and  a 
quarter  millions  for  the  building  of  the  road 
was  an  extravagant  sum.  I believe  if  the 
Government  had  not  made  the  arrangement, 
and  that  if  any  oue  person  were  now  asked 
to  undertake  the  work,  and  would  tender 
for  it,  and  estimate  at  two  and  a quarter 
millions,  the  House  would  at  once  ac- 
cept it  as  reasonable.  Such  then  are  the 
impr>  ssions  that  have  been  entertained  in  and 
out  of  the  House  as  to  the  probable  cost  of  the 
road. 

I regret  that  I was  not  present  to  hear  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  leader  of  the  opposi- 
tion, because  I feel  that  I am  placed  at  con- 
siderable disadvantage  in  attempting  to  reply 
to  them.  No  perusal  of  a speech  can  give  an 
idea  of  the  style  and  vigour  with  which  a gen- 
tleman may  treat  a subject.  I have,  however, 
been  debarred  from  the  privilege  of  witnessing 
the  exhibition  of  honest  indignation  which  the 
countenance  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  no  doubt, 
displayed  in  addressing  the  house  against  the 
course  pursued  by  the  govenment.  I would 
like  much  to  have  seen  the  hon.  gentleman 
under  the  influences  of  patriotic  impulses — 
animated  by  feelings  of  the  most  disinterested 
character— mindful  solely  of  the  interests  of 
his  country.  Th  at  would  have  been  an  exhi- 
bition that  would  have  afforded  me  an  amount 
of  gratification  that  I can  hardly  overesti- 
mate. When  the  hon.  gentleman  especially 
boiled  over  with  indignation  at  what  he  con- 
sidered a flagrant  violation  of  law  by  the  gov- 
ernment, it  would  have  been  most  gratifying 
to  have  been  present  dnd  watched  his  emo- 
tions. We  are  told  that  any  man  can  manage 
a bad  wife  except  the  person  who  has  her.  In 
the  enthusiasm  of  youth  one  may  imagine  how 
much  better,  if  he  had  the  chance,  he  could 
perform  a thing  than  another  he  sees  doing  it. 
Such  a feeling  is  very  natural  ; it  is  the  prompt- 
ing of  ambition  rising  beyond  one’s  discretion 
and  judgment.  I have  no  doubt  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  and  his  friends  may  honestly  be- 
lieve that  had  they  been  in  the  place  of  the  go- 
vernment they  would  have  acted  better  for  the 
interests  of  the  Provice— that  they  would  have 
pursued  a course  very  different  from  that  of 
the  government. 

We  have  now  been  in  session  for  some 
weeks.  After  the  papers  connected  with  this 
question  were  brought  down,  and  the  sub- 
ject explained  by  the  government,  he  asked 
when  we  would  be  prepared  to  discuss  it.  The 
answer  was:  At  any  time  you  think  proper — 
t D-morrow  if  you  wish  it.  No,  replied  the  hon. 
member,  that  is  not  long  enough  off,  I must 
have  time  to  consider  the  question.  It  was 
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cordingly  postponed  to  suit  the  hon.  member. 
The  subject  occupied  the  hon.  gentleman’s  at- 
tentien  for  some  weeks,  and  when  he  was  ful- 
ly prepared  he  brought  forward  the  resolution 
now  before  the  house.  He  had  an  opportuni- 
ty of  looking  into  all  the  documents  connected 
with  the  question  and  of  having  some  dress 
rehearsals  before  presenting  himself  to  the 
House.  Having  worked  himself  up  _ to 
the  patriotic  pitch  required  to  produce  an  im- 
pression upon  his  hearers,  he  brought  forward 
his  resolution  and  made  his  speech.  Now  let 
me  here  say  that  the  hon  gentleman  belongs 
to  a profession  where  certain  courtesies  are  in- 
variably observed;  it  is  only  necessary  to  men- 
tion the  fact  in  the  Supreme  Court  that  a cer- 
tain legal  gentleman  is  prevented  from  appear- 
ing in  consequence  of  illness  on  the  argument 
of  a cause,  in  order  to  procure  a necessary  de- 
lay. If  the  case  is  brought  up  in  his  absence, 
and  another  professional  gentleman  on  the  op- 
posite side  asks  that  if  it  be  brought  on,  would 
not  the  Judges  promptly  refuse  the  request  as 
uncourteous  and  unprofessional.  I ask  the 
hon  gentleman  also  to  turn  back  to  the  three 
or  four  years  that  preceded  the  advent  of  the 
present  government  to  power.  When  the  two 
arties  in  the  Legislature  were  nearly  divided, 
ow  was  the  minority  treated  by  the  hon  gen- 
tleman himself?  They  were  not  allowed  to 
name  a committee  by  ballot;  they  were  not 
permitted  to  strike  a committee  on  any  ques- 
tion, but  the  names  must  be  given;  it  must  be 
such  a committee  and  no  other.  During  that 
time  we  had  to  submit;  but  when  the  hon  gen- 
tleman in  1864  returned  to  the  house  with  only 
12  followers  at  his  back,  how  was  he  treated? 
We  divided  the  committees  whenever  it  was 
asked  of  us.  From  that  day  to  this  we  con- 
sulted in  every  respect  the  convenience  of  gen- 
tlemen opposite  on  every  question  that  has 
been  brought  forward.  We  never  asked  the 
hon  gentleman  to  argue  a question  when  he 
said  that  one  of  his  supporters  was  absent  — 
But  I need  not  go  far  back  for  a case  in  point. 
A certain  Thursday  was  named  at  the  instance 
of  the  hon  gentleman  himself,  when  this  ques- 
tion was  to  be  brought  up ; but  the  day  pre- 
vious, the  hon  member  for  Shelburne  rose  and 
stated  that  a certain  gentleman,  then  absent, 
was  expected  to  appear  in  a few  days,  and  the 
Opposition  consequently  wished  delay.  No 
objection  was  raised,  but  the  postponement 
was  granted  because  the  hon  member  for  Yar- 
mouth was  not  in  his  place.  Yet  in  the  face 
of  all  this,  the  hon  leader  of  the  Opposition  re- 
fused a similar  courtesy  when  it  was  asked  of 
him.  I do  not  suppose  that  the  hon  gentleman 
thought  that  my  absence  would  affect  his 
speech,  but  I do  say  that,  after  the  harmonious 
manner  in  which  we  have  got  along  for  the 
last  two  years,  he  should  at  once  have  consent- 
ed to  the  very  reasonable  request  for  delay 
that  was  made  to  him. 

The  hon  gentleman  charges  the  government 
with  having  violated  the  law.  We  have  all 
heard  of  a certain  respectable  gentleman  re- 
proving sin.  The  hon  gentleman  puts  me  in 
mind  of  a case  that  occurred  in  the  country 
some  years  ago . An  individual  had  taken  a 
little  drop  too  much,  and  was  carried  into  a 
friend’s  house.  He  received  from  that  friend  a 
very  hearty  lecture  on  the  evils  of  intemper- 
ance, but  it  so  happened  that  the  lecturer  him- 
self was  well  known  as  being  far  more  prone 


to  indulgence  than  the  individual  he  was  re- 
proving. After  listening  to  him  patiently,  the 
person  in  question  said  in  most  pathetic  tones : 
“That  from  you  Harry !”  Now  I say  to  this 
hon.  gentleman  opposite,  “That  from  you 
Harry!”  Suppose  we  have  violated  the  law, 
which  I deny,  was  it  never  violated  J)y  these 
gentlemen  who  now  complain  so  loudly?  I do 
not  admit  that  the  law  has  been  violated.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  show  that  all  the  guards  and 
checks  contemplated  by  the  law,  up  to  the 
point  of  entering  into  the  contract  with  Mr. 
Fleming,  were  observed.  I need  hardly  tell 
professional  gentlemen  that  there  is  a law 
which  over-rides  all  laws,  and  that  is,  the  law 
arising  from  the  necessities  of  the  case.  A man 
cannot  save  his  life  except  by  taking  the  life  of 
another,  and  the  law  justifies  the  act.  A tra- 
veller finds  a bridge  down,  and  is  forced  to 
find  his  way  through  the  private  property  of 
another.  The  necessity  of  the  case  is  to 
be  judged  by  the  persons  who  have  the  necess- 
ity and  responsibility  thrown  upon  them.  I 
hold  that  a government  would  be  acting  a 
miserable  and  contemptible  part,  if  it  evaded 
taking  upon  it  a certain  amount  of  responsi- 
bility when  the  public  interests  demanded  such 
a course. 

When  a man  makes  a charge  against  ano- 
ther, it  is  very  necessary  to  know  his  charac- 
ter. When  you  find  a man  who  has  been  con- 
victed a hundred  times  of  a certain  crime, 
making  charges  against  another,  you  cannot 
put  much  faith  in  his  accusations.  Now  what 
has  been  the  conduct  of  the  bon.  gentlemen  in 
times  past?  I need  hardly  bring  to  the  notice 
of  the  House  that  he,  as  Attorney  General  of 
the  Province,  managed  the  whole  Railway  af- 
fairs of  Nova  Scotia  for  years  in  total  violation 
of  law,  and  we  are  accused  of  violating  the  law 
in  an  important  public  emergency,  when  we  had 
to  decide  for  good  or  for  evil.  We  brought  the 
matter  before  the  House  at  the  very  first  op- 
portunity that  offered.  The  hon.  gentleman 
and  his  friends,  on  the  other  hand,  passed  by 
the  Legislature  for  two  sessions,  and  were  only 
forced  then  to  bring  in  a law,  indemnifying 
the  offices  under  them  for  the  illegality  of  his 
petition.  Then  again  these  gentlemen  must  act 
in  total  disregard  of  law  in  respect  to  the  Luna- 
tic Asylum.  They  had  no  public  necessity 
to  justify  the  violation  of  law  in  the  case  of 
this  important  public  institution.  Again, 
what  did  they  do  on  contract  No.  3,  on  the 
Windsor  Branch?  D.  Cameron  had  a contract 
to  build  a certain  portion  of  the  road  for  a spe- 
cific sum.  He  performed  a certain  amount  of 
the  work,  and  got  his  pay  for  it,  but  gave  up 
his  contract  before  it  was  half  done.  Did  the 
Government  of  the  day  let  the  remainder  out 
by  tender  and  contract?  No,  they  quietly 
handed  to  Mr.  Cameron  all  the  money  at 
schedule  rates,  and  employed  Johnson  and 
Blackie  to  finish  the  work,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. Why  did  they  not  ask  others  to  bid  for 
the  work?  Another  case  in  the  Windsor  line 
is  this:  the  law  required  the  Government  to 
build  the  road  by  tender  and  contract;  but  I 
can  prove  by  the  journals  of  the  house  that 
portions  of  it  were  given  by  agreement  with- 
out any  competition  at  all,  and  the  public  ne- 
ver knew  it.  Yet  with  all  these  facts  before 
the  House  and  country  the  hon.  gentleman 
charges  us  with  having  violated  the  law. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  country’s  interests 
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are  endangered  by  the  course  that  has  been 
pursued — that  Mr.  McNab  is  a Canadian,  and 
that  Mr.  Fleming  also  comes  from  Canada, 
and  therefore  everything  that  comes  from  that 
colony  is  bad.  I did  hear  a doctrine  like  that 
lately  preached  by  certain  parties  in  this  coun- 
try, but  I never  thought  to  hear  it  repeated  by 
the  bon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Archibald  was  understood  to  den 
that  he  had  ever  meant  to  create  such  an  im- 
pression. 

Hon.  Attorney  General- The  whole 
tenour  of  the  hon.  gentleman’s  observations 
was  to  this  effect.  He  knew  Mr.  McNab  was 
a stranger  in  this  country,  and  endeavored  by 
falsifying  his  figures  from  beginning  to  end  to 
cast  a stigma  upon  him.  These  gentlemen  do 
not  wish  themselves  or  any  one  else  to  violate 
law  now-a-days.  I congratulate  them  on  the 
change  that  has  come  over  them.  I hope  they 
have  reformed,  and  that  if  they  ever  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  violating  the  law  they 
will  never  make  use  of  it.  At  present,  how- 
ever,  it  would  be  more  becoming  in  them  to  be 
a little  more  temperate  in  bringing  accusations 
against  others.  We  know  that,  a few  years 
ago,  there  was  a gentleman  in  this  country 
who  quite  unexpectedly  made  an  application 
to  the  government,  and  asked  them  for  five  a? 
six  thousand  dollars  for  extras.  We  know  that 
the  money  was  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  with- 
out the  house  being  asked  whether  it  was  right 
or  wrong— and  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  fcho 
claim  had  been  before  the  Legislature  for  two 
years  and  had  been  refused  by  two  commit- 
tees. Yet  the  hon.  leader  of  the  opposition  as- 
sumes a tone  of  virtuous  indignation  with 
stains  like  these  resting  on  his  public  charac- 
ter. 

Now  let  us  see  what  is  the  law  on  this  sub- 
ject; I shall  now  read  from  the  law  passed  in 
1854  entitled  “ an  act  of  Provincial  Govern- 
ment Railroads”: --(The  Hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman here  read  section  5 of  the  act).  That 
laW  requires  tenders  to  be  invited  for  the 
building  in  the  first  place  of  the  road,  and  also 
provides  for  a discretionary  power  to  be 
exercised  by  the  Comissioners  and  government 
in  case  the  tenders  might  be  deemed  extrava- 
gant. It  also  provides  for  the  calling  for  new 
tenders  where  the  first  tender  was  too  high, 
but  no  provision  is  made  in  the  law  for  cases, 
where  the  tenders  were  accepted,  but  the  con- 
tractors failed  after  a portion  of  the  contract 
was  performed.-  It  does  pot,  nor  was  it  ever 
intended  to,  apply  to  the  position  in  question, 
but  to  cases  of  tenders  and  contracts  before  any 
of  the  works  had  been  commenced. 

Now  the  house  knows,  however,  that  the 
new  tenders  were  applied  for,  and  came  in,  in 
such  a shape,  as  to  show  that  they,  could  not 
be  accepted  without  serious  detriment  to  the 
public  interests.  If  the  tenders  for  section  No. 
7 had  been  accepted,  the  result  would  have 
been  the  expenditure  of  many  thousands  of 
pounds  more  than  the  Railway  will  now  actu- 
ally cost  the  Province.  We  are  told  that  the 
govenment  should  never  have  entered  into  this 
contract.  If  we  had  allowed  the  line  to  stop  for 
months,  then  the  people  of  Pictou  and  others 
would  ha  ve  had  much  reason  for  saying : — The 
government  are  much  to  blame  for  not  promo- 
ting the  progress  of  this  public  work;  they 
should,  when  the  Contractors  failed  to  perform 
their  engagements,  have  taken  speedy  mea„ 


snres  to  protect  the  public  interests.  The  gov- 
ernment, I hold,  were  bound  to  carry  out  the 
public  pledge  that  had  been  given,  that  the  ex- 
tension to  Pictou  would  be  finished  at  a specific 
period.  Large  Mining  enterprises  were  depen- 
dent upon  the  speedy  consummation  of  this 
undertaking.  The  whole  interests  of  this  coun- 
ty required  that  the  road  should  be  built  at  as 
cheap  a rate,  and  in  as  short  a period  of  time, 
as  was  practicable.  We  are  told  that  when 
this  proposition  was  announced  to  the  house, 
some  gentlemen  were  struck  dumb.  Possibly 
some  time  after  this  when  the  road  is  success- 
fully in  operation,  and  of  a most  superior  cha- 
racter, and  the  country  fully  satisfied,  and 
when  gentlemen  come  to  review  the  position 
they  have  taken,  they  may  wish  they  had  re- 
mained dumb.  I believe  that  if  the  road  is 
bnilt  for  $2,116,500,  at  the  specified  time, — of 
the  style  and  character  that  is  expected — these 
gentlemen  will  wish  that  they  had  never 
spoken  so  antagonistic  to  the  true  interests  of 
the  country. 

Now  when  you  find  one  of  the  opponents  of 
a Government  speaking  well  of  any  course 
they  may  have  pursued,  we  may  fairly  as- 
sume that  he  is  speaking  honestly  and  truth- 
fully. After  the  explanations  that  were  given 
in  this  house  in  respect  to  the  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Fleming,  we  find  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle of  this  city,  first  fully  explaining  Mr. 
Fleming’s  contract, and  then  making  the  follow- 
ing statements  in  approbation  of  the  arrange- 
ment. Under  date  of  Feb.  26th  it  says 

“ Assuming,  then,  that  everything  is  honr-st  and 
straightforward  in  this  transaction,  we  are  rather 
glad  than  sorry  that  the  work  has  fallen  into  such 
good  hands.  It  has  been  evident  for  som«  time  past 
under  the  small  contracts,  many  of  which  were 
thrown  up,  while  others  were  proceeded  with  at  a 
snail’s  pace,  that  it  would  be  a long  time  indeed  be- 
fore the  road  to  Pictou  would  be  opened  for  traffic. 
In  Mr.  Fleming’s  hands  no  doubt  the  work  will  be 
pushed  vigorously  forward,  and  the  chief  concern 
now  will  be  that  the  character  of  the  work  is  fully 
equal  to  the  original  specifications.  That  is  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Government  and  the  country  will  hold 
them  responsible  for  all  short  comings,  should  any 
unfortunately  arise.” 

I give  this  to  show  that  the  government,  iu 
dealing  with  this  matter,  took  the  very  view 
that  is  entertained  by  the  gentleman  who 
wrote  the  article.  Such  evidence  given  spon- 
taneously by  a gentleman  hostile  to  the  ad- 
ministration, and  one  who  is  now  expec  ed 
to  vote  for  the  resolution,  shows  the  light  iu 
which  the  question  was  received  at  the  time 
when  the  country  heard  the  reason  for  the 
course  that  was  pursued,  and  before  it  was 
considered  necessary  to  make  an  attack  oh  the 
government. 

Some  gentlemen  would  judge  the  govern- 
ment by  anticipation.  It  will  be  quite  time 
enough  to  censure  us  when  the  wrong  happens 
that  is  anticipated.  At  present  there  is  no 
reason  whatever  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Fleming 
is  going  to  slight  the  work  he  has  contracted 
to  perform  according  to  certain  clear  specifica- 
tions. When  Mr.  Fleming  was  Chief  Engi- 
neer, there  were  supervisors  and  overseers  to 
see  that  the  work  was  carried  en  according  to 
contract.  These  same  men  are  still  there. 
They  hold  with  respect  to  Mr.  Fleming  the 
same  relative  positions  that  they  held  to  the 
Contractors  before.  I consider  that  the  gov- 
ernment have  done  what  is  right,  and  all  they 
can  do  now  is  to  carry  out  the  arrangement  in 


OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY. 


137 


good  faith.  We  are  told  that,  the  Contract  was 
made  too  hastily:  hut  a few  explanations 
will  set  this  matter  right.  It  is  known  to  the  , 
house  that  the  road  had.  to  be  finished  in  May 
1867,  and  the  important  interests  involved  re- 
quired that  it  should  he.  The  contractors 
were  uuable  to  perform.  their  engagements, 
and  we  bad  two  winters  and  only  one  sum 
mer  to  complete  the  road  by  the  time  specified 
And  vei'y  many  reasons  pressed  upon  us  to 
have  the  work  finished  as  promised.  The  pros- 
pect, of  an  enlarged  intercolonial  trade  in  view 
of  the  repeal  of  t he  Reciprocity  Treaty — the  ac- 
tivity exhibited  in  mining  enterprises  in  Pictou 
— the  statement  that  Canadian  merchants 
were  intending  to  place  a line  of  steamers  be- 
tween Montreal  and  Pictou,  to  touch  at  Shedi- 
ac  and  other  places,  these  and  other  facts  pres- 
sed upon  the  governu  eut  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing the  road  completed  at  as  early  a period  of 
time  as  was  possible.  We  saw  that  the  con- 
tractors were  unable  to  keep  their  engagments, 
except  at  the  ruin  of  themselves  and  sureties. 
The  government  .had  done  all  they  could  to 
assist  them  in  the  way  of  bringing  in  labour 
and  giving  them  advances,  but  to  no  purpose. 
Time  was  passing  rapidly,  and  t/he  prospect  of 
having  the  line  opened  in  the  Spring  of  1867 
was  becoming  more  and  more  remote.  Mr. 
Fleming  was  then  called  upon  to  do  the  work 
as  a Government  undertaking;  but  no  sooner 
was  this  arrangement  known  through  the 
country  than  certain  journals  raised  the  cry 
that  the  Government,  were  throwing  the  pub- 
lic money  away  by  the  cart-load,  and  that  the 
line  was  going  to  cost  three  instead  of  two 
millions  of  dollars,  under  the  management  of 
the  Government.  Mr.  Fleming  had  told  us 
that  we  must  get  a telegraph,  steam  shovels, 
and  other  appliances, — that  we  must  go  to  a 
large  expense  we  had  never  contemplated. 
We  had  no  guarantee  that  the  road  would  not 
cost  a very  large  sum  c?  money  in  excess  of 
the  estimate.  We  felt  that  this  was  not  the 
positiou  that  the  Government  should  occupy; 
that  the  people  of  the  country  should  have  the 
guarantee  that  the  road  should  be  finished  as 
early  as  possible,  and  that  its  cost  should  be 
brought  within  the  smallest  limits.  We  had 
a debate,  some  time  ago,  respecting  the  ex- 
tension of  the  railway  to  Annapolis;  and  in 
what  positiou  would  the  Government  have 
been  had  they  been  met  by  the  statement  that 
the  Pictou  line  was  gorng  to  cost  $3,000,000,  and 
that  it  was  consequently  out  of  the  question 
for  the  Province  to  assist  in  the  construction 
of  the  former  road.  Therefore,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  the  Government  could  not, 
either  in  justice  to  themselves  or  to  the  people’s 
interests,  pursue  any  other  or  better  course 
than  that  they  were  pursuing. 

I will  say  to  the  hon.  mem  her  for  Colchester 
that  he  and  oilier  gentlemen  opposite  gave  this 
measure  their  best  support  when  it  was  be- 
fore the  house  two  years  ago.  I recollect,  how- 
ever, that  we  were  told  that  the  Opposition 
could  not,  touch  the  measure  in  the  Lower 
House,  but  wait  until  it  went,  up  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  1 recollect  the  fate  of  the  reso- 
lution moved  by  the  hon.  member  for  Shel- 
burne (Mr.  Locke);  he  had  only  three 
or  four  to  vote  with  him.  The  hon. 
member  for  North  Colchester  was  not  more 
successful  with  a resolution  he  moved  ou  the 
subject. 


Therefore  I am  not  so  much  astonished  at 
the  attack  made  on  the  government  by  the 
hon.  member  for  North  Colchester,  as  T am  at 
the  .course  taken  by  the  bon  leader  of  the  op- 
posi  ion,  who  went  with  us  in  carrying  the  ex- 
tension of  the  railway  to  Pictou,  and  we  have 
eyery  reason  to  believe  that  he  did  so  from  an 
honest  conviction  that  it,  was  for  the  interest 
of  the  country  that  the  road  should  he  built. 
Now  when  we  show  that,  we  have  made  a'n 
arrangement  for  the  construction  of  the  road 
that  will  hasten  its  construction,  and  thereby 
promote  the  people’s  interests,  he  comes  for- 
ward and  attacks  us.  Now,  says  the  hon. 
member,  I voted  with  you  when  the  Pictou 
Railway  was  under  consideration  two  years 
ago,  but  now  I shall  trip  you  up;  I shall  at- 
tack you  for  a violation  of  law. 

I ask  the  hon  member  to  contrast  the  course 
pursued  by  the  present  government  with 
respect  to  the  Pictou  Railway,  with  that 
of  himself  and  friends  when  in  power.  The 
hon.  gentleman  trifled  with  this  question 
until  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  were  heartily 
disgusted.  Pledged  as  his  government  was  to 
build  the  road,  they  evaded  the  question  when- 
ever it  was  brought  up,  session  >after  session. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  the  present  govern- 
ment came  into  power,  the  first  thing  they  did 
was  to  grapple  manfully  with  the  question. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  feeling  their  im potency, 
voted  in  favour  of  the  measure;  but  what  hap- 
pened in  the  other  end  of  the  building.  If  it 
had  not  been  for  a worthy  gentleman  in  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature  who  felt  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country  stronger  than  those  of  party, 
the  measure,  through  party  action,  would  have 
failed,  but  when  it  was  found  that  the  road 
could  be  carried  through  in  spite  of  their  oppo- 
sition, one  gentlemen  after  another  then  came 
up  to  support  it.  Let  the  hon.  gentlemen  go 
to  the  county  of  Pictou  and  ask  to  whom  it 
is  indebted  for  the  railway 

The  hon.  gentleman  has  placed  himself  in 
this  position  with  regard  to  this  question — he 
labours  in  seven  columns  of  his  speec  _to  prove 
that,  Mr.  Fleming  took  the  contract  too  high. 
He  thereupon  labours  to  prove  that  the  gov- 
ernment gave  Mr.  Fleming  a sum  from  $150,- 
000  to  $200,000  more  than  he  shouki  receive. 
Unless  he  supposes  that  the  house  is  unable 
to  deal  with  his  figures,  I cannot  se8  how  he 
ever  made  such  glaring  errors  as  appears  in 
his  speech.  Then  the  latter  part  of  bis  re- 
marks is  taken  up  with  an  attack  upon  the  go- 
vernment because  it  did  not  take  more  securi- 
ty. Suppose  Mr.  Flebaing  is  to  make  $200,000 
nut,  of  his  contract — as  was  the  burthen  of  the 
hon.  gentleman’s  speech — what  necessity  is 
there  for  security.  The  hon*member  is  there- 
fore in  a dilemma  — he  must  take  one  position 
or  the  other— -he  cannot  have  both.  But,  says  the 
hou.  member,  I will  have  two  strings  to  my 
bow— if  Mr.  Fleming  does  not  get  too  much,. 
t heu  he  gets  too  little,  and  consequently  should 
give  more  security.  That  certainly  is  not  a 
particularly  consistent  position  for  the  hon. 
gentleman  to  assume! 

I believe  that  some  gentlemen  would  have 
been  much  better  pleased  if  this  road  had  not 
been  built  at  all.  it  is  not  because  it  is  to  be 
constructed  at  a fair  price,  that  they  complain. 
The  real  grievance  is  that  it  should  be  put  in  a 
sure  way  of  completion.  Having  themselves 
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broken  their  public  pledges  to  build  the  road, 
they  would  like  amazingly  to  see  the  present 
Government  in  a similar  position  that  they 
might  incur  the  hostility  of  the  people  of  Pic - 
tou.  They  feel  that  it  is  too  bad  that  the  men 
they  had  always  declared  hostile  to  Railway 
Progre  s shou'd  be  actually  doing  more  than 
they  had  ever  done.  They  had  promised  to 
buifd  a raiiroad  to  Pictou,  to  Victoria  Beach,  to 
the  borders  of  New  Brunswick,  but  never  car- 
ried out  their  pledge.  A year  or  more  ago,  two 
of  my  colleagues  and  I were  at  Annapolis, and  one 
of  them  s'ated  the  fact  that  the  government 
were  about  to  enter  into  arrangements  for  the 
construction  of  the  Annapolis  Railway.  How 
was  thatistatement  received  ? The  people  were 
told  in  distinct  terms  that  the  government  were 
lying — were  attempting  to  deceive  the  electors 
of  Annapolis,  where  an  election  was  about  to 
come.off.  However,  after  the  election. was  over 
and  Mr >Ray  returned  to  support  the  opposition, 
did  the  government  hesitate  to  redeem  their  pub- 
lic pledges  ? On  the  contrary  we  pressed  forward 
the  necessary  legislation  for  the  construction  of 
the  connection  between  Windsor  and  Annapolis. 
In  this  as  well  as  ail  other  questions  of  public 
importance,  they  have  acted  with  a strict  eye 
to  the  interests  of  the  Province  at  large. 

The  bon  gentleman  reminds  me  very  much 
of  a man  who  is  constantly  putting  in  all  sorts 
of  pleas  We  have  ah  heard  of  the  individual 
in  the  States  v ho  borrowed  a pot,  and  when  he 
did  not  return  it,  was  sued  by  the  owner.  His 
first  plea  was  he  never  got  the  pot;  his  second, 
(the  case  was  not  only  for  trover  but  for  dam- 
age), that  it  was  cracked  when  he  got  it;  and 
the  third,  that  it  was  whole  when  he  returned 
it.  So  the  hon  member’s  plea  is  pretty  much 
the  same — the  pot  was  cracked  when  he  got  it, 
and  yet  was  whole  when  he  returned  it.  The 
requirement  of  security  in  some  cases  ii  a good 
one.  i do  not  admit,  however,  that,  as  an  inflexi- 
ble  rule,  it  is  a necessary  provision.  There  are 
instances  where  a private  individual  would  soon- 
er give  a contract  without  security  to  a man 
who  was  known  to  understand  his  business, 
then  to  a dozen  others  with  the  best  security  io 
the  world.  We  are  told  that  the  government 
took  off  $50,000  in  this  way  from  Mr.  Fleming’s 
contract  but  does  not  everybody  see  that  by  s > 
doing  we  saved  that  amount  to  the  Province. 
Mr*  Fleming  was  quite  ready  to  give  us  the  best 
security  in  the  country,  but  told  us  at  the  same 
time  that  he  would  have  to  add  the  additional 
C03t,  2 £ per  cent.,  to  the  contract.  Therefore  it 
Is  quite  certain  that  it  is  not  Mr.  Fleming,  but 
thf*  Province  itself,  that  has  been  benefitted  in 
(bis  matter.  We  have  had  people,  from  time 
to  time,  go  security  for  the  construction  of  pub- 
lic works;  but  l would  like  to  know  whoever 
heard  a surety  being  called  upon  out  of  his  own 
pocket  to  finish  a large  government  contract, 
or  p osecution  entered  upon  his  bonds.  I be- 
lieve *hat  where  it  can  be  shown  that  a contrac- 
tor has  done  his  best  to  carry  out  a public  con 
tract,  and  has  suffered  in  consequence  of  having 
taken  it  low,  the  Legislature  would  not  press  his 
sureties  under  such  circumstances.  If,  on  the 


other  hand,  if  it  was  shown  that  they  had  re- 
ceived compensation  for  the.  surety — that  the 
sum  given  for  a contract  was  sufficient — tha-* 
the  woik  had  been  stopped  through  mismant 
agement — then  the  Legis'amre  would  view  the 
matter  in  a different  light,  and  might  dem  <nd  a 
return  of  the  premium  paid  to  the  security  but 
no  more 

I had  an  opnortunify  of  listening  to  the  hon. 
member  for  North  Colchester  (Mr  McLelan) 
and  after  the  three  or  four  weeks  be  had  to  pre- 
pare himself,  he  managed  to  get  off  what  no 
doubt  he  considered  a good  speech.  He  went 
into  a variety  of  subjects  which  did  not  appear 
to  me  to  have  any  connection  with  the  question 
at  issue.  He  told  us  a story  about  a scow  load 
of  deals  that  had  a hole  and  a plugin  th«  bottom 
to  let  out  the  water  when  necessary  I dare  say 
the  bon  member’s  story  had  some  point  in  it 
though  I failed  to  see  it;  and  all  I can  say  is 
that  whilst  he  was  speakmg  there  was  one  spile- 
hole  open,  and  looking  at  the  sentiments  that 
proceeded  thence,  there  must  have  been  a good 
deal  of  bilge-water  in  that  scow.  The  hon. 
member  said  that  the  present  attack  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  render  the  government  unpopular 
that  they  had  lost  Lunenburg,  Annapolis  and 
Yarmouth,  and  the  confidence  of  the  whole 
country.  The  hon  member,  however,  did  not 
go  into  the  causes  that  have  tended  to  make  the 
government  somewhat  unpopular  in  certain 
counties.  We  all  know  the  deplorable  state  of 
education  in  this  country  for  many  years — that 
a leading  public  man  whom  gentlemen  opposite 
were  acc  stomed  to  worship,  was  in  favour  of, 
and  tested  the  opinion  of  the  House,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  on  the  subject  of  assessment 
for  the  support  of  schoote  Some  years  ago  an 
Education  Bill  was  introduced  by  the  late  gov- 
ernment founded  on  the  principle  of  assessment. 
Subsequently/however,  some  clauses  were  add- 
ed to  it  by  certain  gentlemen,  including  the 
hon  mover  of  this  resolution,  known  as  the  Se- 
parate School  Clauses,  but  the  bill  was  not 
even  with  them  successful.  The  Liberal 
Government  went  out  af  er  t’ at,  and  re- 
mained in  opposition  until  1859  by  which  time 
the  separate  school  clauses  had  been  pretty 
well  ventilated.  I need  not  refer  gentlemen, 
to  the  causes  which  brought  back  these  gentle- 
men into  power.  They  managed  by  means 
which  it  is  not  now  my  purpose  to  state  to  bold 
to  office  for  four  years,  during  the  whole  of 
which  they  never  attempted  to  carry  out  the 
pledges  they  had  given  to  establish  Education 
on  any  sound  principle  The  hon  member  for 
Norih  Colchester  said  that  the  retrenchment  re- 
solution of  my  hon  frien  i,  the  Provincial  Secre- 
tary, threw  them  out  of  power;  but  I think  he 
is  by  no  means  right  in  his  conclusions.  The 
present  Government  came  into  office  in  1863, 
and  considering  the  large  majority  at  their  back 
they  felt  the  responsibility  resting  on  them  and 
undertook  to  deal  with  the  great  interests  of 
the  country  in  this  matter  They  took  the  res- 
ponsibility of  bringing  forward  a measure  to  im- 
prove the  educational  condition  of  the  f rovince, 
and  in  that  course  were  supported  by  leading 
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gentlemen  opposite.  Friends  of  the  govern 
ment  throughout  the  country,  feeling  that  the 
measure  was  one  that  bore  hard  upon  their  poc- 
kets—that  they  were  not  getting  any  direct  be- 
nefit from  its  provisions — opposed  the  measure 
Supporters  of  the  opposition,  teeling  that  it  was 
not  a g >vernmen<-  question,  but  one  of  both  par- 
ties— that  it  should  be  sustained  by  men  ot  both 
pArtie8— gave  it  heir  cordial  support.  In  ma- 
ny cases,  however,  parties  who  were  in  favour 
of  the  principle  of  the  measure  but  opposed  to 
us  in  politics,  did  not  hesitate  to  enc  mrage  it 
because  they  saw  it  was  going  to  create  dissa- 
tisfaction wBh  the  government  Tn  this  way 
the  community  was  excited  for  political  purpo- 
ses. Politicians  who  went  round  could  easily 
work  upon  the  feelings  of  those  individuals  who 
had  lost  a cow,  or  a horse,  and  something  else, 
through  the  oppressive  manner  in  which  the 
school  bill  had  been  worked,  in  some  instances, 
for  party  purposes.  It  is  not  therefore  surpri 
sing  that  the  measure  should,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, have  rendered  the  government 
temporirily  unpopular  in  certain  counties, 
where  the  whole  onus  of  the  measure  was 
thrown  on  the  government.  Again,  there  is  the 
quesfirn  of  Confederation  which  has  been  most 
unfaitly  represented  for  political  purposes 
throughout  the  country.  In  the  case  of  an 
election  the  government  is  necessa  ily  placed  at 
great  dpadvanta  ? It  is  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  their  oppon-  nts  would  have  such  public 
spirit  as  to  hesitate  to  avail  themselves  of  every 
means  of  creating  popular  feeling  against  a gov- 
ernment, even  if  they  approve  in  their  hearts  of 
the  very  measures  which  have  created  a preju- 
dice against  the  government  A overnment 
is  always  invested  with  an  amount  of  responsi 
aility  which  does  not  attach  to  an  opposition, 
and  has  to  endure  all  the  consequences.  We 
can  safely  ssy  that  even  though  we  mav  have 
failed  in  some  cases  to  obtain  the  approbation  of 
the  country,  yet  we  have  acted,  from  the  first 
day  we  came  into  power,  with  a single  eye  to 
advance  all  those  public  measures  which  are 
acknowledged  to  be  intimately  connected  with 
provincial  progress  and  prosperity,  even  at  ..he 
hazard  of  losing  populan  v. 

The  hon.  member  for  North  Colchester  said 
that  the  Retrenchment  scheme  was  a great 
cause  of  the  advent  ot  the  present  party  to  pow 
er.  Does  not  the  hon.  gentleman  know  that 
long  before  tha1-  resolution  was  introduced, 
large  majorities  of  voters  in  this  c untry  de- 
manded a dissolution'?  The  gentlemen  opposite 
had  notj  been  over  four  weekR  in  the  first 
House,  when  they  felt  they  dare  not  go  back  to 
th*-ir  constituents.  Kings,  Victoria,  Cumber- 
land, all  spoke  out  in  trumpet  tongue  against 
the  government  long  before  Retrenchment  was 
even  thought  of.  Gen'lemen  opposite,  we 
knew,  held  their  seats- in  direct  viola  ion  of  the 
law — the  hon  member  for  North  Colchest  r 
among  the  number.  These  and  the  hundred 
other  illega'  acts  they  committed— and  I previ- 
ously meat  nned  several  of  them  —created  an 
overwhel mi  lg  current  of  public  feeling  against 
them.  I would  also  like  to  ask  the  hon.  gentle- 


rflan  what  measures  of  public  importance  cha« 
raoterized  the  four  years  they  were  in  power? 
None.  They  plunged  the  country  into  debt  to 
the  extent  of  $140  000„and  then  had  to  heap 
taxation  upon  the  people  Now  I recall  to  gen- 
tlemen the  fact  that  in  1859  they  got  up  a cry 
which  went  from  one  end  of  this  Province  to 
the  other  An  “ Alliance”  was  formed— one 
religious  body  to  be  proscribed  in  this  country, 
and  denuded  of  all  political  influence.  But  be- 
fore their  four  years  of  power  were  ended,  this 
Protestant  Government  that  wa=.  to  be,  had 
eaten  up  all  their  previous  professions,  and  bow- 
ed the  knee  to  the  parties  they  would  have  pro- 
scribed. Some  gentleman  may  find  it  very  con- 
venient now  to  forget  all  these  things,  but  they 
may  rest  assured  that  the  intelligent  people|  of 
this  country,  still  remember  these  facts  in  their 
political  history.  Therefore  I say  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  must  see  that  there  are  other  rea- 
sons than  Retrenchment  for  the  failure  of  his 
friends  to  obtain  a renewal  of  public  confidence 
in  the  elections  of  1863. 

As  the  hour  for  adjournment,  had  arrived,  and 
the  Attorney  General  stated  that  he  had  yet  to 
go  into  a review  of  the  figures  of  the  hon  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  the  House  adjourned  until 
Monday  ne:\t  at  3 o’clock. 


Monday,  March  26th. 

The  house  met  at  3 o’clock. 

The  amendments  in  the  Bills  to  incorporate  the 
Washington  Pier  and  Harbour  Company,  and  to 
incorporate  the  Merrigomish  Coal  Mining  Com- 
pany were  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  Allison  presented  a petition  from  trustees 
of  the  Baptist  Society,  for  leave  to  sell  an  old 
building,  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  in 
accordance  with  the  prayer. 

Mr.  Coffin  introduced  a bill  to  legalize  the 
assessment  roll  of  the  district  of  Barrington. 

Mr.  Robicheau  presented  a petition  from  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Weymouth  and 
Tusket  against  Confederation, 

Also  a petition  from  Clare  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Hkbb  presented  a petition  from  Baker  and 
others  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Ray  presented  a petition  from  Paradise  on 
the. same  subject. 

Mr  Tobin  presented  a memorial  from  the  In- 
dustrial Manufacturing  Association  of  Nova 
Scotia,  in  reference  to  the  encouragement  of  Agri- 
culture. Referred  to  committee  on  Trade  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr  Tob.in  also  presented  a petition  in  refer- 
ence to  Railway  Damages. 

Mr.  Archibald  presented  a petition  from  89 
persons  of  the  Strait  of  Canso,  for  the  separation 
of  the  sale  of  liquors  from  that  of  groceries. 

Also  a petition  from  49  inhabitants  of  Tangier 
on  the  same  subject. 

Also  a petition  from  100  inhabitants  of  Sher- 
brooke on  the  same  subject. 

Also  a petition  from  25  inhabitants  of  Wine 
Harbour  on  the  same  subject. 

Also  a petition  fro^i  50  inhabitants  of  New 
Ross  on  the  same  subject. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Tobin,  the  petitions  and 
Bill  for  the  incorporation  of  an  Electric  Telegraph 
Company  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  Law- 
Amendments.  » 

Dr  Brown  presented  a petition  from  W.  H. 
Rockwell  of  Wo.'fvi’le,  for  a license  to  sell  liquor. 
On  motion  the  petition  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn as  beiDg  a matter  for  the  Sessions  of  the 
County. 

Dr.  Brown  presented  a petition  from  Kants 
County  against  Confederation. 

Mr  Archibald  presented  a petition  in  refer- 
ence to  tbe  necessity  of  widening  a railway  cross- 
ing near  Truro. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  presented  a petition  from 
Law  Section  on  the  subject  of  Education. 

BI  LS. 

Hon  Vr  Shannon  as  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  City  Bills,  report'  d the  : i!l  to  incorporate  tbe 
Halifax  Co-operative  Society,  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Blanchard  introduced  a bill  to  author- 
ise the  registration  of  Deed*  upon  proof  of  the 
handwriting  of  the  grantor  in  case  of  death  or 
absence  of  the  subscribing  witnesses. 

poor's  asylum. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table 
copies  of  correspon  enc:  relating  to  the  Halifax 
Poor’s  Asy'urn,  and  s- id  he  would  take  the  op- 
portunity of  calling  attention  to  the  treatment  of 
pauperism  and  disease  in  the  City.  As  City 
Medical  Officer  his  attention  had  been  turned  to 
the  subject,  and  in  his  annual  Report  to  the 
Board  of  Health  he  had  referred  to  the  necessity 
of  some  hetter  arrangements  than  the  present 
being  made,  and  submitted  a draft  of  a scheme  by 
which  improvements  could  be  effected.  Tbe  sup- 
port and  medical  attendance  of  transient  paupers 
was  a pr  vine  ai  charge,  and  the  site  of  the 
Asylum  was  provincial  property,  so  that  th  prov- 
ince and  she  city  both  hid  a voice  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  e i-ting  institution.  1 hese  fats 
suggested  the  propriety  of  combining  the  con- 
trol of  the  Asylum  in  a Board  of  * erhmission- 
ers,  to  be  appoimed  by  the  ■ ivic  and  Provincial 
author!  ie  ; in  onler  'to  make  the  appropriation  of 
the  joint  fund  rao-e  eff  cuial  f r the  humane  and 
enlightened  rreatrn  mt  of  pauperism,  and  disease. 
He  believed  th  it  the  existing  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners were  as  Cole  and  diligent,  and  as  cotifpe- 
tent  as  any  Hoard  that  it  was  possible  to  obtain 
in  any  city  and  as  far  as  the  medical  department 
of  th  Asylum  was  concerned  it  had  the  advan- 
tage of  o-w  of  th>-.  most  sMl-‘u!  and  attentive  prac- 
titioner in  rh«  city . but  it  was  well  known  that 
in  const  qu  -nee  of  , h ; ii  capacity  of  the  in- 
stitution t was  impossible  10  carry  on  its 
manag-m  nr  i-i  a m muer  creditable  to  the  Prov- 
ince. or  o .he  City,  and  this  fact  had  forced  its- 
self  on  iho  am-utoi  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Humane  Institutions.  The  Report  in  which  he 
had  sket'-lvd  m improved  system  had  been  sent 
to  the  Med  c l ociety  f r ihe  c onsideration  of 
that  bo  tv,  an  i after  H e most  c reful  examination 
an  able  Report  h id  be  n submitted  by  that 
society  from  the  p rus-t*  of  which  iha  necessity  for 
«. change  would  e at  o cc  f.pp  irer.t  A bill  had 
been  enacted  on  this  subject,  but  owing!  to  ■ the 


difficulty  in  ariving  at  an  understanding  between 
the  Commissioners  and  tbe  City  authorities  it  had 
been  afterwards  repealed  so  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion was  again  open  He  would  therefore  pro* 
poce  that  the  largo  and  valuable  Provincial  prop- 
erty on  which  the  Poor  s Asylum  stands  should 
be  sold,  and  that  the  funds  anting  from  the  sale 
shou’d  be  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  a suit- 
able almshouse  on  land  to  be  furnished  f ee  of 
charge  by  the  city  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
present  cny  hosuital,  U>  be  managed  by  the 
appointment  of  Commissioners  on  the  part  of 
the  Executive  Government  and  of  the  Civic 
authorities.  Any  paupers  who  might  be  suffer- 
ing from  sickness  could  then  be?  sent  to  the 
Hospital  and  tr  nsforred  when  well  to  the  alms- 
house. By  such  a combined  management  the 
treatment  of  the  sick  and  poor  could  be  placed  on 
afar  more  creditable  footing  with  very  little  ad- 
dit'on  to  the  expanse  The  Committee  on 
Humane  Institutions  had  reported  very  strongly 
on  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  accomo- 
dations recommending  that  the  Government 
separate  the  management  of  the  transient  poor 
from  that  of  city  poor  Such  a course  would 
greatly  have  increased  the  cost ; and  the  Govern- 
ment had  enclosed  copies  of  the  he  port  to  the 
Commissioners  and  to  the  City  Council,  request- 
ing the  appointment  of  Committees  to  co-operate , 
but  all  efforts  towards  arriving  at  a common  con- 
clusion had  failed. 

Mir.  Blanchard  said  that,  as  Chairman  of  the 
CoE&mittee  on  Humane  Institutions,  this  subject 
had  come  under  his  notion,  and  be  felt  that  no 
language  would  b8  too  .strong  to  * xpress  the  ab- 
solute necessit  for  some  chancre  The  present 
condition  of  affairs  at  the  Asylum  was  a disgrace 
to  the  city  and  the  province  - th#  Committee  had 
found  5 UG"  persons  there,  crowded  together,  many 
'of  them  in  the  last  stage  oi  disease;  and  5d 
being  incurably  insane.  The  Provincial  Secretary 
deserved  the  thanks  of  the  House  for  bunging  the 
matter  forward,  and  f anything  c mid  be  done  to 
reconcile  the  jarring  interests,  the  ! ommittee 
would  be  happy  to  do  it.  He  thought  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  some  additional  hospital  ac- 
commodation be  furnished ; and  while  the  patients 
in  the  Poor’s  Asylum  were  thus  crow  ed  together, 
the  City  Hospital  was  lying  almost  useless,  hav- 
ing never  more  than  five  or  six  patients  at  one 
ime. 

The  papers  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Humane  Institutions. 

THE  P1CT0TT  RMLWAY. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  b id  on  the  tafyle 
copies  of  correspondence  shewing  the  cost  of  rail- 
way superstructure. 

Mr.  Long- ley  remarked  that  the  price  of  the 
common  rail  was  $30  per  ton. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed. 

SPEECH  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  then  resumed  his 
speech  as  follows  : 

I take  the  ad  vantage  that  is  now  afford®  1 me  of 
continuing  my  ad  lress  on  the  subject  'efore  th® 

| House.  Before  entering  upon  th  ' cdcu'ations  of 
the  lion,  member  who  moved  the  resolution,  I will 
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explain  generally  that  in  dealing  with  these  fi- 
gures, I would  not  for  a moment  attribute  to  the 
hon.  gentleman  the  slightest  intention  to  deceive 
either  the  House  or  the  country,  knowing  as  I do 
that  a question  like  this  requires  a good  deal  < f 
scientific  knowledge  before  a person  can  presume 
to  tou'*Ji  it,  1:  a manner  satisfactory  io  himself  or 
beneficial  to  those  fi  r whom  the  investigation 
might  be  made.  I observed  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man in  more  than  one  place  throughout  his 
speech,  alludes  to  havin  • had  the  advantage  of  .the 
services  of  other  gentlemen  who  he  says  are 
competent  to  deal  with  the  su’ject,  and  1 take  it 
for  granted  that  the  ctlcu'ations  he  used  are  not 
so  much  his  own  a-  thorn  of  the  persons  in  ques- 
tion. I think,  however,  ’the  hon.  gentleman  will 
find  that  he  has  been  led  astra  in  the  figures 
which  he  adduced  in  the  cou  se  of  his  address,  and 
that  he,  instead  of  the  Government,  has  been  the 
party  deceived.  That  the  hon.  gentleman  should 
make  mistakes  in  conn;  crio.n  with  railway  esti- 
mates is  not  astonishing,  and  I am  prepared  to 
make  ever*7  allowance  I am  free  to  confess  my 
own  inability  to  grapple  with  a subject  so  foreign 
to  my  own  pursuits  ; but  I believe  myself  quite 
able  to  correct  his,  erroneous  statements, — Any 
person  who  has  at  all  consul*  red  the  subject  of 
railway  op-radons  must  have  learned  this  : that 
in  the  construe  ion  of  such  works  there  are  as 
many  and  various  systems  as  there  are  in  any 
other  business  of  life 

If  you  send  two  Engineers  into  the  country  to 
open  a railway  of  any  distance  the  estimate  of  the 
one  will  in  all  probability  differ  from  that  of  the 
other.  One  of  them  m;ght  recommend  a certain 
weight  of  rail,  and  a tunnel  where  the  other  would 
recommend  a different  weight  and  a bridge.  One 
might  recommend  a part  cu'ar  curve  in  that  di- 
rection— another  in  a d ff  rent  place,  and  so  on 
So  if  I sent  two  Engin  ers  to  survey  the  Pictou 
line  one  might  recommend  that  the  road  should 
have  steep  grades  and  heavy  rolling  stock  the 
other  that  it  should  be  more  level,  and  have  light- 
er rolling  st  ck  One  might  he  in  favour  of 
expending  money  in  super'or  d ainage.  whilst  the 
other  wou'd  recommend  less  drainage  and  more 
ballast  And  any  unscientific  person  taking  up  an 
Estimate  of  half  a d zen  P'ngineers  would  be  in- 
competent to  gay  which  is  the.  best  to  adopt. — 
The  Govcrnm  nt.  in  dealing  wi-fi  these  matters, 
are  not  supposed  to  have  this  scientific  aquaint 
ance  wi  h details  ; try  hi  c to  judge,  in  a great 
measure,  by  the  geno  a'  apnearance  of  matters; 
and  in  awarding  the  onttre'  to  wr.  Fleming  they 
had  a right  to  see  that  they  were  to  get  the  road 
originally  contemplated  and  then  to  ascertain 
the  exact  ex  pen  e,  end  k eo  it  as  low  as  prac- 
ticable. There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Government 
would  bo  answerable  for  the  conduct  of  every 
person  to  a certain  extent  that  they  called  into 
their  service.  I am  free  to  admit  that  responsi- 
bility hut  still,  at  the  same  urns,  ^ the  govern- 
ment hone-ulv  and  faithful  I v di  charge  the 
amount  of  duty  that  their  p >si  ion  fairly  throws 
upon  them  and  if  then  a mistake  should  bo  made 
by  an  Engineer  I consider  'hat  they  are  not 
responsible  for  hat  error  I have  yet  to  learn, 
however,  that  any  mistake  h .s  been  made  by  any 


Engineer  We  are  toll  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  that  there  was  no  guarantee  for  the  style  of 
the  work  that  was  to  be  done,  but  any  gentleman 
who  has  listened  to  the  reading  of  the  documents 
just  laid  on  the  table  will  see  at  once  the  great 
desire  evinced  by  Mr.  Fleming  to  provide  for  this 
country  a high  class  of  railway  extending  even  to 
its  superstruciure.  Y u have  heard  the  minute 
descripti  >n  he  gives  of  the  style  of  rail  he  n quires 
— his  minute  direetions  for  the  manufacture  of 
these  articles,  and  must  come  to  the  c melusion 
that  tehas  provid'  d to  give  to  the  people  of  this 
province  a most  efficient  r ii  way  at  the  smallest 
possible  expense.  We  are  told  that  there  was 
no  provision  made  for  in  bridges  in  the  contract, 
whereas  the  fact  is,  tli 't  the  iron  was 
ordered  before  that  contract  'was  made. 
All  the  plans,  everything  necessary,  had  been 
previously  furnished  by  Mr  Fleming,  in  order  to 
make  the  road  as  pet  feel:  as  possible.  When  the 
county 'sees  that.  i¥r.  Fleming  fails  to  give  it  a 
first-class  railroad,  when  the  injury  has  been  ac- 
tually done,  but  not  merely  insinuated,  let  the 
complaints  come  here,  and  <h  • Government  be 
brought  to  task.  That  we  may  see  what  kind  of 
a road  we  are  ro  have,  allow  me  to  contrast  it,  in 
a few  essential  features,  with  the  railways  we 
have  now  in  operation.  I start  with  this  assertion 
that  between  the  Nation  at  Truro ‘and  Fisher’s 
grant  at  Pictou,  52  1-4  mips,  there  is  not  to  be 
one  wooden  bridge.  There  are,  however,  to  be 
what  we  called  open  culverts  in  some  cases,  where 
the  ground  does  not  admit  of  arches  or  covered 
ones.  Now,  on  the  other  hand,  look  at  the  90 
miles  between  Tru>o  and  '•  indsor.  We  h ive  on 
the  main  line  26  Umber  bridges  with  an  aggregate 
length  of  1834  feet ; on  the  trunk  Tie  r,o  Windsor 
10  bridges  with  an  a grega  e of  T 65  feet  mak- 
ing in  all  nearly  three  thousand  feet.  We  are 
then  going  to  have  either  iron  bridges  or  c Iveris, 
and  there  is  no  danger  oi  expense  for  repairs  af- 
ter the  road  is  in  operation  We  will  have  per- 
manent works  instead  of  the  perishable  wooden 
structures  on  the  present  lines. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  all  the  streams  on  the 
Fictou  line  will  be  crossed  on  iron  g' refer  bridges, 
or  by  solies  arches  covered  by  permanent  embank- 
ments. The  only  exception  will  be  in  the  case  of 
small  streams  where  the  embankment-:  a?e  ow, 
and  where  small  open  culverts  wi  l be  used  as  in 
the  other  lines  but.  not  even  to  anything  like  the 
same  extent  in  proportion  to  di-tance.  When, 
therefore,  we  consider  the  fact  that,  we  have  about 
3-5ths  of  a mile  of  wooden  bridges  be  ween  Wind- 
sor and  Truro  that  are  now  ac  uaily  rotting 
away,  we  f-.ee  that  we  are  g >ing  to  have  a road  to 
Pictou  that  will  cost  Ui  little  comparatively  to 
keep  up. 

I shall  now  turn  your  attent’on  to  some  of  the 
figures  adduced  by  the  hon  gentleman,  and  I will 
say  at  the  outset  t1  at  I am  not  going  into  all  his 
calculat:ons.  There  i-:,  however,  one  calculation 
he  made  that  hears  particularly  again  t the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  as  on  it 
hangs  every  other  calculation,  I fee!  ir  will  be 
quite  sufficient  if  I can  di-po^e  of  it  satisfactory. 
If  that  calculation  is  proved  conclusively  to  be 
incorrect,  I can  safely  assume,  that  the  "others 
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built  upon  it  are  equally  false.  Iq  order  to  make 
my  remarks  more  i nelligible  I shall  read  the  fol- 
lowing extr  > f om  the  bon  ’gentleman’s  speech: 

“ Mr.  Laurie,  in  March  1859,  at  a time  when 
it  was  supposed  to  suit  the  views  of  the  exist- 
ing government,  he  would  not  be  disposed,  at 
all  events,  to  under-rate  the  cost,  gave  us  an  es- 
timate. This  was  founded  ou  the  supposition 
that  the  rails  would  be  63  pounds  per  lineal 
yard.  The  rails  on  the  present  line  are  to  be 
but  56  pounds.  The  difference  is  one-ninth. 
The  ballast  was  put  by  Mr.  Laurie  at  4.800  yds. 
to  the  cubic  mile,  while  in  this  contract  it  is 
3000  yards. — Thus  striking  off  three-eighths  in 
that  item.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
though  I make  no  deduction  on  any  such  ac- 
count, the  slighter  railway  requires  less  mate- 
rial in  spikes,  chairs,  &c.  Making  then  the  de- 
ductions for  the  rails  and  the  ballast,  we  will 
find  that  the  cost  of  a mile  of  railway  super- 
structure as  estimated  by  Mr.  Laurie,  in  his  jjre- 
port  in  the  Journals  of  the  House,  in  1859,  p.  76 
of  the  Appendix,  added  to  the  amount  for 
sidings  under  the  contracts,  gives  us  the  sum 
of  $8598.16  per  mile.  This,  multiplied  by  48|, 
will  give  us  the  entire  cost  ofr.he  superstructure 
as  estimated  by  that  officer  at  a time  when,  as 
I have  said,  it  was  the  interest  of  the  govern- 
ment to  make  the  cost  appear  as  large  as  pos- 
sible, at  $4:19,152.80.  Therefore,  while  Mr.  Flem- 
ing himself  undertakes  to  say  that  the  super- 
structure should  cost  $530,000,  his  estimate  is 
$110,847.20  beyond  Mr.  Laurie’s,  and  yet  Mr. 
McNab,  in  the  teeth  of  these  facts,  which  it  was 
his  special  duty  to  have  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  government,  undertakes  to  say  that  this 
extravagant  calculation  is  not  extravagant 
enough,  and  that  $41,000  must  still  be  added.” 

It  is  a well  known  tact  that  if  you  state  a sum 
in  arithmetic  you  can  bring  out  by  the  mode  of 
statement  any  result  you  please,  but  if  you  make 
the  enquiry  wiih  a view  of  ascertaining  the  truth 
you  will  give  the  facts  accordingly  If  you  want 
to  compound  a particular  mixture  you  must  as 
certain  the  ingr  dients,  and  see  what  they  will 
come  to  when  rffixed  together.  That  is  the  only 
truthful  way  of  m king  calculations.  The  hon 
member  made  deduction!  from  the  weight  of  the 
rails  - from  the  quantity  of  the  ballast,  and  not 
satisfied  with  this,  lie  also  look  off  from  the  length 
of  the  line  some  three  or  four  miles.  He  there- 
fore stared  with  three  false  figures  in  this  calcu- 
lation. if  the  hon  member  had  studied  the  napers 
as  he  should  haye  don  ; if  he  had  asked  for  in- 
formation from  an  engineer  acquainted  with  the 
subject,  and  unbiased  in  his  judgment,  he  wou'd 
never  have  come  to  the  conclusion  he  has.  The 
h n member  pays  that  Mr.  Laurie  calculated 
the  rail  at  £12  a ton,  and  according  to  that 
deducts  the  proportion  that  ought  to  be 
deduc  ed  for  the  difference  in  the  weight  of  the 
rail  He  puts  down  ballast  at  40  cents  cubic 
yard  and  makes,  the  ca  culation  accordingly,  and 
as  far  as  that  goes  he  was  correct.  If  the  hon 
member  had  read  the  estimate  of  Mr.  McNab, 
und'  r which  the  government  was  induced  to  give 
Mr  Fleming  the  contract,  he  would  have  seen 
that  the  rail  intended  to  be  used  was  to  be  f of  the 
T pattern,  and  to  weigh  5 ■ lbs  per  lineal  yard,” 
and  that  “ a qi.iani.Ly,  sufficient  to  lay  54  miles 


of  single  track,  has  been  ordered  ” The  corres- 
pondence on  the  table  will  also  show  him  the 
quality  of  the  rail  that  has  been  ordered  - and  the 
price  which  it  is  likely  to  cost ; and  in  that  way 
he  might  be  able  to  make  calculations  a little 
more  accurate.  Whit  more  might  the  hon. 
gentleman  have  found  in  Mr.  Me  Nub’s  estimate  ? 
Not  the  iron  joints  that  Mr.  1 aurie  estimated  at 
£20  per  ton,  and  of  insignificant  weight  but  a 
verv  superior  article.  “ The  rails,”  says  Mr. 
McNab,  “will  be  connected  by  a steel  chain,  or 
what  is  known  as  the  scabbard  joint  which  ’will 
be  twenty  inches  in  length,  and  wl  ich  cannot 
fail  to  prove  far  superior  to  the  ordinary  wrought 
or  cast-iron  chain  invariab'y  used  on  this  Conti- 
nent ” Why  is  it  called  a scabbard  joint? 

Because  it  is  intended  to  lap  the  rail  jiko  the 
scabbard  does  the  sword  ' lade  and  that  to  the  ex- 
tent of  twenty  inches  Iostead  of  common  plate, 
which  gives  comparative  little  or  no  support,  you 
are  to  have  a joint  which,  as  Mr.  FI  ming  s’tates 
in  his  letter,  will  make  *•  a continuous  railway.” 
These  letters  state  that  an  offer  was  made  to 
deliver  these  rails  for  £7  10s  in  Wales,  and  for 
£8  sterling  at  Liverpool.  The  hon.  member 
takes  the  rails  as  given  by  Mr.  Laurie  and  puts 
them  at  £12  per  ton.  I hold  in  my  hand  a docu- 
ment which  shows  that  the  price  of  thJ  rails 
between  Truro  and  Windsor  varied  from  £5  7s. 
6d.  a ton  to  £6  and  £6  5s.  per  ton  and  £7  10s. 
and  a small  quantity  as  high  as  £8  7s.  6d.  The 
average  cost  of  them  was  £5  17s.  6d  or  £7. — 
The  accounts  in  the  railway  office  will  show  that 
the  rails  cost  when  delivered  here,  and  placed  in 
a positi  n to  be  used  on  the  road,  £11  19s  a ton. 
Mr  Laurie,  therefore,  with  this  informadon  be- 
fore him  estimated  the  cost  of  the  rails,  of  the 
common  kind  then  used,  for  the  Pictou  line  at 
£7  and  £12  delivered  here  But  before  I proceed 
further  let  me  give  you  Mr.  Laurie’s  Estimate. 

ESTIMATE  OP  THE  COST  OF  A MILE  OP  RAILWAY 
SUPERSTRUCTURE. 


Rail  weighing  63  lbs.  per  yar  «,  or  99  tons 
per  mile,  at,  £12  per  ton,  delivered  at 

Halifax  and  Pictou £1188  0 0 

3-|  tons  of  wrought  iron  joint-plates,  at 

£20  rer  ton 

34  tons  of  spikes,  at  £20  per  ton 

2350  sleepers,  delivered  on  the  line  of 

railway,  at  9s 

Laving  rails  per  mile 

Carriage  and  distribution  of  material— 

(106  tom)  per  mile • 

Switches  and  crossings  per  mile 

Ballasting  per  mile,  4,800  yards,  at  2s. . . 

£2383  12  6' 


70  0 0 
70  0 0 

205  12  6 
150  0 0 

160  0 0 
60  0 0 
480  0 0 


As  respects  the  balla  ting  of  the  Pictou  road, 
I may  here  here  observe  'hat  the  preparations 
for  drainage  are  of  a most  efficient  character. 
Any  man  who  goes  over  the  line,  whether  he 
an  engineer  or  not,  will  see  at  once  that  not 
nearly  as  much  ballast  will  be  required  for  it.  as 
for  the  preaent  road  I am  safe  in  saying  that 
the  amount  of  3003  cubic  yards  as  computed  by 
Mr.  Fleming  will  be  found  largely  in  excess  of 
what  has  been  put  on  our  existing  line  of  rail- 
way, with  comparatively  little  provision  for 
drainage.  As  shown  above,  Mr.  Laurie’s  esti- 
mate of  the  superstructure  of  the  Pictou  rail- 
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way  was  £2383  12  6 But  let  us  see  the  dif- 
ference io  the  style  of  the  road  he  proposed  and 
that  which  we  are  now  to  have.  Mr  Laurie’s 
estimate  may  be  correct  enough,  but  it  is  not 
expected  to  hold  good  h>r  ever ; the  materials 
that  enter  into  the  construction  of  a railway 
change  in  price  like  all  other  articles.  You 
will  bear  in  mind  that  Mr.  Fleming  contracts 
to  have  the  best  description  of  iron  that  is  pos- 
sible He  writes  to  an  English  Mechanical 
Engineer  to  obtain  the  best  quality  of  rail  usual- 
ly made  Additional  expense  will  necessarily 
be  entailed  by  'bis  fact,  and  the  fact  that 
they  have  to  be  made  to  order  under  inspec- 
tion. At  the  time  the  contract  was  taken  we  had 
the  information  that  there  were  only  two  manu 
facturers  in  England  who  would  undertake  to 
make  them  at  all  Taking  then  the  cost  of  the 
iron  that  was  placed  on  the  road  at  £7  a ton,  we 
may  assume,  from  wha^we  have  seen,  that  the 
price  is,  at  the  present  time,  a pound  more  for 
the  higher  class  of  rail  required.  The  letters 
just  read  state  that  the  manufacturer J were  not 
ready  to  state  fixed  prices  and  wait  orders  from 
here,  in  view  of  the  large  orders  that  were  com- 
ing in  from  the  United  States.  Therefore,  the 
rail  that  formerly  cost  £12  may  now  be  esti- 
mated at  £13  5 a ton.  Taking,  thee,  the  rail 
at  56  pounds  to  the  yard,  we  have  88  tons  to  the 
m le  (Mr.  Laurie’s  estimate  was  99  tons  a mile, 
for  rails  weighing  63  pounds  a yard),  we  have 
an  expense  of  £1166  Then  we  have  15,000  lbs 
of  s’eel  scabbtrd  joints  at  10  cents  a pound; 
and  I am  sure  that  the  quantity  and  price  are 
both  right,  making  an  amount  of  £375  Next 
we  have  3|-  tons  of  spikes,  the  sleepers  the  lay- 
ing of  rails,  carriage  and  distribution  of  material, 
switchings  and  crossings — the  same  as  in  Mr. 
Laurie’s  es’im-ate.  The  quantity  of  ballast 
required,  3000  cubic  yards  at  2s  amount  to 
$1200  or  £300  Addmg  these  several  amounts 
up  we  have  a total  of  £2486  12  6,  or  £103  a 
mile  for  the  superstructure,  over  Mr  Laurie’s 
estimate.  We  may  be  told  ‘hat  this  is  a very 
extravagant  price ; but  by  Mr.  Livesey’s  letter 
you  see  that  the  rails  can  not  be  got  in  England 
for  less  than  £7  10  or  £8  All  the  . informa- 
tion sho^s  that  the  price  was  likely  to  go  up 
We  had  also  the  m°ans  of  ascertaining  what  the 
steel  joints  would  cost  It  was  to  be  a regular 
scabba-d  cover,  the  1 ngth  being  20  inches,  width 
16  inches,  thickness  finch.  The  weight  would  be 
24  4-10  lbs  each.  The  number  in  a mile  will  be, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  530  which  make  an  aggre- 
gate weight  of  over  15  020  lbs  a mile.  I old 
in  my  hand  a paper  from  a very  extensive  hard- 
ware merchant  in  this  city,  shewing  the  price  of 
spring  steel,  the  same  as  used  for  the  scabbard 
joints,  at  the  prime  cost  of  10  cents  a lb.  The 
Manufacturer’s  Steel  Company,  the  only  one 
from  whom  Mr  Livesey  had  an  offer,  was  wil- 
ling to  furnish  them  at  £40  sterling  a ton  in 
Liverpool  ; about  £58  in  Halifax,  without  the 
duty.  That  amount  would  come  to  about  10 
ceuts  a lb  Therefore  looking  at  the  cost 
of  the  steel  scabbards,  we  had  a right  to 
assume  that  it  would  be  over  £50  instead  of  £20 
as  estimated  by  Mr.  Laurie,  and  requiring  over 


double  the  weight.  Every  one  acquainted  with 
what  are  called  the  common  fish  joints  is  aware 
that  they  are  much  superior  to  the  ordinary 
ones  in  us*.  Whilst  travelling  in  Canada,  over 
a year  ago,  I found  that  they  were  abandoning 
these  common  joints  on  the  Grand  Trunk  Line, 
and  substituting  the  better  class,  as  they  were 
preferable  in  every  way,  but  even  they  are  far 
inferior,  and  cost  less  than  half  the  steel  scab- 
bard joints. 

I have  now  shown  you  that  we  are  getting 
for  less  money  a better  class  of  road — ihat  if  we 
lose  in  the  weight  of  the  rail,  we  more  than 
make  it  up  both  in  (fficiency  and  value  in  the 
scabbard  joints — that  there  is  a sufficiency  of 
ballasting  and  very  superior  drainage.  The 
hon.  member  will  now  see  that  when  he  ad- 
dressed the  House  on  the  subject  he  had  hardly 
that  information  in  his  possession  that  entitled 
him  to  speak  with  so  much  authority. 

The  hon  member  drew  a comparison  between 
Mr.  Fleming’s  estimate  for  the  Intercolonial 
Line  and  that  for  the  Pictou  Line-  He  sail:— 

“Next,  let  us  judge  Mr.  Fleming  by  himself;  he  was 
called  on  to  estimate  the  entire  cost  of  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway  from  Truro  to  Riviere  de  Loup,  and 
to  state  what  the  cost  for  superstructure  per  mile 
would  be.  On  that  line  the  rails  were  to  be,  70  pounds 
instead  of  56  as  here,  making  a difference  of  oue-fifth; 
and  the  ballast  was  to  be  5000  yards  p*r  mile,  instead 
of  3000,  making  a difference  of  two  fifths and  we 
find  that  Mr.  Fleming,  taking  Mr.  Lauri«’s  prices 
in  the  estimate  ofl859.  puts  the  entire  cost  oer  mile 
of  supei structure  $8074  17,  after  adding  the  five 

per  cent  fjr  sidings.  So  that,  if  we  judge  Mr  Flem- 
ing by  Mr.  Laurie,  we  will  find  that  he  la  os  ovpr -cal- 
culated to  the  extent  of  $110  000;  and  taking  his  own 
estimate  on  the  Intercolonial  line — and  4<?f  miles  at 
$-1074, 17— yield  a total  of  $393  615,78  nr  $ 36,384,22 
less  than  his  present  estimate,  or  $177. -c80  riss  than 
Mr.  McNab’s.  Therefore  in  a singl  > feature  of  this 
transaction,  Mr.  Fleming  has  undertaken  to  make 
the  es  imate  for  the  Pictou  Railway  in  excess  of  his 
own  calculation  for  the  Intercolonial  line  by  $136  000; 
and  yet  Mr.  McNab—  this  model  Pngineer,  who  has 
been  conjured  up  to  pass  an  opinion  upon  the  pro- 
posals— says  that  Mr.  Fk-minsr,  in  making  it  $110,000 
more  than  Laurie,  md  $136  000  more  than  himself,  is 
8 till  $41,000  out  of  the  way." 

When  I turn  to  Mr  Fleming’s  es' imate  I find 
that  the  hon.  member  is  altogether  wrong. 
Here  is  his  Report  of  the  Survey  irr  my  hand, 
and  I find  that  he  gives  for  four  or  five  hundred 
miles  what  he  considers  a general  mileage 
charge.  It  is  possible  that  if  Mr  Fleming  were 
estimating  for  a particular  section  40  miks  loDg, 
ot  that  line,  he  might  put  the  r8te  25  per  cent, 
less  or  more,  according  to  circumstances,  and  his 
sentence  before  the  estimate  shows  that  esti- 
mate had  reference  to  no  particular  line  or  sec- 
tion. and  cannot  therefore  be  compared  with  ac- 
tual known  quantities.  Mr.  Fleming  says: — 

“ There  are  services  which  do  not  altogether  depend 
on  the  measurements  maueon  the  line  oi  survey.  On 
estimating  these  I deem  it  best  to  consider  their  uni- 
form mileage  charge.  They  are  as  follows.’' 

He  then  gives  his  mileage  estimate,  and,  ap- 
plicable to  the  whole,  he  puts  down  contingen- 
cies at  $6,000  a mile.  After  ascertaining  the 
mdeage  charge,  he  then  makes  estimates  for 
building  and  grading  the  different  sections, 
shewing  clearly  that  these  can  only  be  properly 
estimated  after  the  mo3t  careful  survey,  and  with 


144 


DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


a pretty  Urge  allowance  for  contigencies.  He 
speaks  of  fish  joints,  but  in  doing  so  means  clear 
ly  those  with  t he  common  plate,  sudi  as  are  com- 
monly known  and  used,  but  not  the  e pensive 
scabbard  joints  such  as  provided  for  the  Pictou 
line.  Suppose  Mr  Fleming  intended  to  put  in 
that  estimate  as  he  has  in  the  Pictou  line,  joints 
that  would  cost  $1  220  a mile  more  than  Mr. 
Laurie  estimated,  arid  which  come  to  the  large 
sum  that  I have  mentioned,  then  the  result 
would  have  been  quite  different.  Here  is  ano- 
ther particular  wherein  the  hon.  member  made 
a gross  mistake,  vrhich  may  have  been  acciden- 
tal, but  if  so  hardly  excusable;  he  says  Mr. 
Fleming  proposed  to  put  70  lb  rails  on  the  Inter- 
colonial line,  whereas  it  was  rails  and  joints  to- 
gether making  that  weight.  The  hon.  member 
forgot  altogether  to  make  a calculation  for  the 
weight  of  the  joints,  which,  if  deducted  would 
probably  have  reduced  the  estimate  for  the  rails 
as  low  as  56  lbs  , and  he  has  in  fact  for  the  Pic- 
t u line  provided  in  rails  and  scabbard  joints 
over  70  lbs  per  yard,  and  the  joints  to  be  of  steel 
instead  of  iron. 

Having  made  these  explanations  which  no 
doubt  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  house,  let  us 
now  see  what  Mr.  McNab  says  in  his  Report: — 

“I  am  fully  aware  that,  it  was  Mr.  Fleming’s  great 
aim  and  desire  to  bring  the  total  expenditure  within, 
at  all  events  not  greatly  exceeding  the  proposed  ap- 
propriation of  $2  000,000  by  making  some  alterations 
in  the  specifications,  in  the  Grades  and  Curvature;  at 
the  same  time  l cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  his  ori- 
ginal estimate  of  $2, ‘216  500  was  based  on  the  tenders 
previously  accepted,  and  ihat  those  very  tenders  con- 
tained prices  which  have  since  proved  far-  too  low  for 
the  execution  of  the  various  wo  ks. 

“ In  addition  to  ihis,  it  is  well  known  that  where 
extensive  works  are  required  to  be  completed  with  n 
a limited  period,  and  that  period,  as  in  tue  present 
instance,  a very  short  one  and  extending  over  the 
worst  season  of  the  year,  the  cost  of  construction 
must  necessarily  be  materially  enhanced 

“ The  whole  of  the  R ul  , Chairs,  and  Iron  Girders 
for  bridges  are  already  ordered  and  are  beimr  manu- 
factured under  the  immediate  supervision  of  James 
Livesey,  Esq.,  Mechanical  Engineer.  I ondon.  who 
has  received  instructions  to  accept  only  the  best  qua- 
lity of  material  and  the  most  superior  workmanship. 

“ as  there  can  be  no  deviation  from  the  above  or- 
der, I would  state  that  the  Permanent  Way  s cured 
by  the  Government  in  the  proposed  contract,  will 
greatly  excel  that  of  the  existing  Provincial  Rail- 
way.” 

Here  you  see  clearly  explained  the  character  of 
the  road  we  are  going  to  have!  Any  one  can 
underhand  this  matter  if  he  will  take  the  pains 
of  reading  all  the  papers,  and  obtaining  all  he 
information  connected  with  the  question 

I will  now  ask  the  House  to  look  at  the  posi- 
tion which  the  Government  occupied  in  January 
last,  and  when  I am  done,  I think  you  will  ac- 
knowledge they  were  perfectly  justified  in  the 
course  they  have  pursued,  arid  that  the  bargain 
they  have  made  is  most  advantageous  to  the 
Province.  The  government,  after  the  contract- 
ors failed,  carried  on  the  work  lor  a few  wet-ks 
by  day’s  labour,  instead  of  giving  it  out  by  con 
tracis,  when  contracts  could  not  be  had  except 
at  largely  increased  rates,  an  immediately  cer- 
tain public  journals  commenced  to  publish  lar 
and  wide  that  the  road  was  going  to  cost  an 
enormous  srnn.at  least  $3,000,000,  while  the  work 


was  being  carried  on  iu  that  way.  We  knew 
these  charges  were  not  true,  but  at  the  same 
time  we  felt  that  we  had  no  guarantee  of  the 
actual  cost  of  the  road,  and  that  if  we  continued 
the  operation,  we  were  assuming  an  unnecessary 
responsibility.  We  had  other  railway  matters 
to  consider,  and  in  what  a difficult  position 
would  we  have  be  n placed  had  we  b <°n  met 
this  session  with  the  assertion  that  the  Pictou 
line  was  going  to  cost,  as  so  often  asserted,  $3,- 
000,000,  and  therefore  the  Annapolis  line  could 
not  be  built  for  the  present.  We  looked  at  all 
the  facts  and  information  in  the  possession  of 
the  government  relative  to  the  line,  and  then 
asked  ourselves  whpther  we  were  right  in  incur m 
ring  the  great  responsibility  of  carrying  on  the 
road  as  a government  work  without  having  any 
definite  knowledge  of  what  its  actual  cost  wo  uld 
be,  and  subject  ourselves  to  an  attack  which 
would  no  doubt  have  come  from  the  same  quar- 
ter as  the  present  had  that  course  been  pursued. 
No  one  wi  1 den  the  great  necessity  that  exist- 
ed for  having  the  road  constructed  fay  the  spring 
of  1867.  We  had  not  time  to  go  to  England  or 
the  United  States  for  an  engineer,  but  we  had  a 
gentleman  in  our  midst  who,  as  the  certificates 
on  the  table  show,  has  occupied  a very  respon- 
sible position  in  other  countries,  and  who  since 
his  employment  here  as  Provincial  Engineer,  had 
given  abundant  evidence  of  capability.  The 
Government  accordmgly  called  upon  Mr. 
McNab  to  report  upon  the  proposition 
made  by  Mr.  Fleming.  Upon  the  report  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell,  as  if.  has  been  fully 
and  ably  defended  by  my  hon.  friend,  the  Pro- 
vincial Se  retary.  I will  only  soy  that  any  per- 
son looking  at  the  document  will  see  that  in  one 
item  alone  Mr.  McNab  has  been  more  correct 
than  Mr.  Fleming,  f he  latter  puts  the  engi 

neering  cost  at  $60  000  whereas  the  former 
gives  it  at  $70,000  Now. the  fact  is,  that  up  to 
October  last,  this  service  had  cost  $36,000 
already,  and  up  to  January,  something  like 
$46,000,  leaving  only  $14  000,  according  to  Mr. 
F’s  estimate,  to  finish  the  work.  It  will  be 
therefore  seen  that  it  is  far  m^re  probable  that 
the  cost  of  this  service  will  be  $70,000  instead  of 
$60,000. 

We  acted  upon  Mr.  McNab’s  report;  but,  as 
the  House  is  now  aware,  we  had  a certain 
amount  of  information  ourselves  previously  in 
our  possession,  which  would  enable  us  to  decide 
as  to  the  proper  cost  of  the  road  independent  of 
his  Report  and  any  previous  estimate  of  Mr. 
Fleming.  I contend  that  when  we  had  an  offer 
of  $3,116,500  we  would  have  failed  in  our  duty 
if,  under  all  the  circumstances,  we  ha  1 rejected 
it.  The  hon.  member  referred  to  two  tenders 
which  we  had  for  the  construc^'on  ot  the  line 
from  Mr.  Jones  and  J.  Gordon  & Co  ; but,  be- 
fore alluding  to  them,  I must  turn  the  attention 
of  the  Bouse  for  a few  moments  to  a few  other 
facts  bearing  upon  this  subject.  Mr.  Reekie, 
in  October,  1864,  offered  to  complete  the  road 
for  $2,000,000,  and  his  was  the  only  bona  fide 
offer  we  had  Pom  a competent  party  to  com- 
plete the  whole  work,  and  then,  remember  he 
had  two  and  a half  years  to  do  it  in.  Mr. 
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Reekie,  however,  was  below  Mr.  Fleming’s 
estimate  in  many  important  respects,  both  as 
to  the  superstructure  or  permanent  way,  and  as 
to  the  provision  for  the  efficiency  of  the  road  bed. 
The  difference  between  the  common  chairs  that 
Mr.  Reekie  offered  to  furnish,  and  the  steel 
scabbard  points  of  Mr  Fleming  will  amount  to 
$1100  per  mile.  Mr  Reekie  estimated  the  rail 
at  561bs  being  the  same  as  Mr.  Fleming,  and 
the  ballast  at  2800  cubic  yards  per  mile— Mr 
Fleming’s  being  3000 — 200  yards  at  40  cents 
amount  to  $80.  a mile  This  $1200  a mile 
makes  a difference  of  $60,300  for  50£  miles  of 
railway.  Then  he  estimates  the  sidings  at  3 
per  cent.,  and  the  difference  between  that  and  5 
per  cent.,  comes  to  $10,000.  The  total  amount 
of  the  diff  rence  in  the  estimates  is,  $70,300. 
Again,  in  the  excavation  of  the  embankments 
there  is  a difference  made  by  reducing  the  width 
2 feet,  amounting  to  $50,000  according  to  the  hon 
member’s  calculation.  Add  all  these  sums  and 
you  have  $120  3 0 to  which  add  the  $2,000  000, 
making  $:,120  300.  and  exceeding  Mr  Fiem 
ing’s  contract  by  $3,800.  If  we  had  taken  Mr. 
Reekie’s  offer,  we  would  therefore  have  had  a 
tar  inferior  road,  although  he  required  two  and 
a half  years  to  do  it  in.  Do  you  think  if  tlib 
road  h id  been  offered  to  Mr  Reekie  at  the  time 
Mr.  Fleming  took  the  contract,  he  would  have 
repeated  his  offer  of  1864.  It  is  very  improb- 
able, in  view  of  the  short  period  of  time  for  him 
to  do  the  work  in,  he  would  have  said  : “ I 
require  at  least  $2  220.000,  because  I have  so 
little  time,  and  only  one  summer  to  do  it  in  ” 
Everybody  knows  that  it  cost3  far  less  to  build 
a railway  in  summer  than  in  winter,  and  in  this 
case  Mr  Fleming  has  but  one  summer  within 
the  period  of  his  contract. 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  next  tender,  that  of 
Gordon  & Co.  This  offer  was  also  made  in 
October,  1864  ; but  how  could  we  know  that 
they  would  repeat  it  under  existing  circum- 
stances ? We  had  many  good  reasons  to  believe 
to  the  contrary 

1.  Their  eff:r  for  grading  was $1,202,480 

2.  Add  miscellaneous  works  not  in  the  ab  >ve, 

takiog  i.aurie’s  Estimate  for  40^ miles, 
viz: 

Superstructure  of  bridges. £20  500 

Grading,  stations,  etc. .. , 5 000 

tvoad  crossings,  etc 3 £00 

£29,000 
$116  00 

$116  000  for  421  give3  for  501  miles 137.000 

3.  Contingencies"  b jing  the  u>ual  al’owance  i 

of  10  per  »‘»t  toC'  ver everything  con- 1 133  948 

neetc-d  with  the  above ) 

4.  Supers  ructure  according  to  Laurie’s  es  ) 

timat-,  with  proper  corrections  »s  [ .9-  q<v\ 

before  given  523  miles  at,  in  round  f 
figures,  £2490  per  mile J 

5.  Ferry  service 30 .000 

6 Station  accomrnoda  inn 40.000 

7.  Engineering  (ot  which  $42,000  were  ex- I mmn 

pended  up  to  January  1,  1866 ) 

$2  138  818 

Deduct  amount  0'  Mr.  Fleming’s  contract  2, 1 16,500 

Leaves  in  favor  of  the  latter  the  sum  of. . . $22  3 8 

1 come  next  to  he  tender  that  was  made  by 
D Cameron  & Company: — 

17 


1.  Grading $1,273,850 

2.  Miscell  neous  works  on  Laurie’s  estimate 

for  40£  miles,  viz: 

Superstructure  of  bridges £2^,500 

Grading,  stations,  etc 5 000 

Road  crossings,  etc 3,500 

£29,000 

Same  rate  for  50^  miles 137,000 

4.  Contingencies,  10  per  cent 141  585 

$1,551,935 

Superstructure  according  to  Laurie’s  ) KOr  OQrk 

corrected  estimate j da>,<j»o 

5.  Ferry  service,  station  accommooation  1 

and  engiaeeiing,  as  in  last  statement ) 

• $2,217  3'5 

Deduct  amount  of  Mr.  Fleming’s  contract  2,116  500 

In  favor  of  the  latter  the  sum  of. $100,825 

Then  we  had  other  estimates,  ten  in  all,  made 
in  1864,  when  labour  was  ch^ap  and  2£  years 
given  to  complete  contract.  I will  read  them  : 
Abs'ract  of  the  estimated  value  of  Tenders  for  clear- 
ing, excavation  and  masonry  from  Section  No.  1 
to  Fisher’s  Grant: 

1.  Francis  Jones $1  049,570 

2.  Jas.  H.  Fraser 1 079  752 

3 M G.  McLeod 1,101,235 

4.  Alex  McBain,  Jas.  Foster,  F.  Davis...  1,102  270 

5.  W.  Gordon  & Co 1.2(  2 480 

6 D.  Cameron  & Co 1 273,850 

7.  Andrew  Elliott,  Ronald  McDonald 1,265.593 

8.  Ralph  Jones  & Co 1,368,605 

9 Jeffery  McCaul 1,558,240 

10.  John  McKie 1,732,699 

The  amount  allowed  for  same  works  in  Mr  Flem- 
ings original  estimate,  founded  on  section  tenders, 
submitted  to  Government,  24  November,  1864,  was 
$966  000. 

The  hon  member  referred  to  Mr.  Jones  as 
having  tendered  for  the  road,  but  he  does  not 
appear  to  have  known  who  this  gentleman  is. 
There  is  a Mr  Ralph  Jones  who  tendered — a 
Canadian  Engineer  of  large  experience  in  rail- 
ways; he  wa3  one  of  the  contractors  for  the 
Parliamentary  Buildings  at  Ottawa,  and  one 
fully  competent  to  estimate  the  value  of  the 
work  By  his  tender  the  road  would  have  cost 
$205,055  more  than  by  Mr.  Fleming’s  contract 
($1,368,000),  and  t .0  and  a half  years  to  do  it 
in  The  other  Mr.  Jones  is  entirely  inexperi- 
enced in  railways — he  is  a Parliamentary  gen- 
tleman but  no  engineer,  and,  as  far  as  I am  in- 
formed, never  built  a mile  of  railway,  and  would 
have  been  as  likely  to  fail  as  any  of  the  late  con« 
tractors  on  the  line.  Therefore  it  will  be  seen 
the  argument  of  the  bon.  member  on  this  point 
is  as  baseless  as  the  fabric  of  vision.  He  no  doubt 
confounded  the  two  persons  of  the  same  name, 
but  I have  given  the  estimate  of  the  only  one 
that  is  really  worth  considering. 

Now  taking  the  average  for  the  whole  of  these 
tenders  that  were  given  in  1864,  when  these 
parties  had  years  to  build  the  road  and  la- 
bour low,  I find  that  it  is  for  grading — 

$1,276  52 

Miscellaneous  as  before 137  000 

Contingencies 14 5 353 

Superstructure  as  before 525,390 

Ferry  service,  stations  and  engineering)  rn 

as  before ) <u’uou 

$2,220  272 

Deduct  Mr.  Fleming’s  contract 2 U6.500 

Balance  in  favor  of  latter  of. $103,772 
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«*et  we  are  told,  in  the  face  of  suc.h]  facts  as 
these,  that  Mr  Fleming’s  contract  is  too  much. 
If  he  makes  anything  it  will  be  through  his  great 
skill  and  industry,  and  therefore,  while  giving 
us  a first  class  road  at  a cheaper  rate' than  we 
could  otherwise  get  it,  he  would  fairly  earn  any 
possible  profit,  if  any,  that  might  arise. 

I will  now  give  you  the  estimate  of  the  c^st 
of  the  road  in  case  Mr.  Ralph  Jones’  tender  had 
been  accepted  : — 


Net  quantities  of  work  computed  at  aver- 
age prices,  received  last  lor  Section  No.  7 $1,392,583 

Miscellaneous 137.000 

Contingencies 152,958 


$1,682,541 

Superstructure 525,390 

Ferry  service,  station  accommodation,  and 
engineering 140,000 


$2,347  931 

Fleming’s  contract 2,116.500 


Balance $231,481 


1.  P*or  grading $1,4  8 605 

2.  Miscellaneous 137  000 

3-  Contingencies 150  560 


$1,656  160 

4.  Superstructure  as  before 525  390 

5 Ferry  services,  Stations  and  Engineering  140,000 



[Hr.  Fleming’s  cont  act,  $2.116,500 $2  321  556 


Leaving  in  favor  of  the  latter $205,055 

i J^Estinia^e,  taking  Ralph  Jones  & Co’s  Tender 
for  whole  grading: 

£ 1.  R.  Jones  & Co  tender  for  grading  works.  $1,368,605 
“ 2.  Miscellaneous  works  according  to  Mr.  1 -,07  non 

Laurie’s  estimate j ld/,uuu 

3.  Contingencies,  being  the  usual  allow-  \ 

ance  of  10  per  cent  to  cover  every-  [ 150.560 

thing  connected  with  above ) 


totf.fcjM  i . 

. 4.  Superstructure  on  the  basis  of  Laurie’s 

estimate,  corrected 

t-  5.  Ferry  service 

6.  Station  Accommodation 

P ,7.  Engineering 


£■ 


$1,656,165 

• 535,3  0 

30  000 
40  000 
. 70,000 


$2  321,555 
2,116,500 


$205  055 


We  found  before  Mr.  Fleming  got  tin’s  con- 
tract that  it  was  impossible  to  have  the  road 
finished  for  the  sunss  stated  in  the  tenders  of  the 
' contractors.  We  pursued  what  gentlemen  say 
is  the  law,  and  put  it  up  to  tender;  28  came  in, 
and  I will  give  you  the  result,  and  the  amount 
that  would  have  been  expended  by  the 
Pr  ovince  had  the  same  prices  been  applied  to  the 
",  other  sections  of  the  road.  We  were  told,  the 
other  day,  that  the  section  in  question  was,  in 
some  respects,  very  difficult.  I admit  that  as- 
sertion is  true  to  a certain  degree — the  earth 
excav.atjpp  was  most  difficult— it  had  to  be  blast- 
ed with. powder  .in,  some  places,  but  the  same 
difficulty  was.  experienced  (;n  r.oo«t  of  the  other 
sections  to  some  extent  as  the  pick  could  not  be 
used.  The  masonry  part  of  the  contract,  how- 
ever, was  a good  one  compared  with  others. 
Other  contractors  had  to  make  roads,  and  haul 
the  material  they  required  for  a distance  of 
many  miles— varying  from  ten  to  as  high  as  25 
mile9  The  contractor  fox  No.  7,  on  the  other 
£ hand,  had  aH  his  material  most  convenient,  so 
that  taking all  -into-  consideration  we  had  abun- 
. dart  proof  that  the  result  as  to  No  7 might  fair- 
ly be  es'timaled  lor  ail' the  other  sections  except 
perhaps  one.  I shall  now  show  what  the  road 
would  have  cost/  fohnded on  an  average  of  the 


eiders  for  completion  of  section  No.  7. 


Now  I ask  with  this  information  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  were  they  not  justified  in 
pursuing  the  course  they  did,  in  rejecting  the 
tenders  for  Section  7,  and  taking  other  and 
cheaper  means  to  complete  the  road  ? 

It  must  be  remembered,  too,  we  had  the  evi- 
dence in  our  hands  that  if  we  had  carried  on 
the  work  ourselves,  a larger  additional  ex- 
pense would  have  been  entailed  than  was  at 
first  expected.  As  far  back  as  October  last 
Mr.  Fleming  wrote  us  the  following  steps  were 
required  to  insure  the  construction  at  the  pro- 
per time. 

2.  Erect  or  provide  a sufficient  number  of  comfort- 
able shanties  and  boarding-houses  lor  workmen. 

3 P-ocure  at  least  one  steam  excavator,  logelher 
with  t ufficient  plant  for  removing  material,  &c  1 he 
excavator  to  be  employed  c ntinuously,  night  and 
day,  (Sundays  excepted  ) 

4.  Open  new  quarries  and  employ  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  tf-ams  to  convey  stone  to  the  different  points 
along  the  line  of  Railway  during  Win*er 

5.  E*vct  a t' legraph  a!ong  the  hne  of  works, — at 
all  even’s  to  the  heavy  works  at  New  Larig  for  the 
purpose  ot  conveying  information  and  directions  with 
dispatch. 

6.  Roof  over  and  enclose  some  of  the  principal 
structu  es,  so  lhao  the  masonry  which  is  so  much 
behind  may  be  carried  on  during  Winter 

7 Employ  every  mason  and  stone  cutter  that  cau 
be  had,  and  wh  > can  work  to  advantage  in  preparing 
material  during  Winter. 

With  this  information  in  our  possession  we 
had  reason  to  suppose  that  the  road  would 
cost  at  least  $200,000  above  the  sum  for  which 
it  is  now  to  be  constructed.  Suppose  such  had 
happened,  what  a clamor  would  be  raised 
against  the  Government,  and  the  Government 
and  Engineer  would  have  been  charged  with 
having  originally  produced  false  estimates. 

The  bon.  member,  in  his  zeal,  attacked  not 
only  the  Government  but  the  engineer  who 
made  the  liepoit  on  which  they  acted.  This 
attack  was  most  undeserved  and  unwarranted 
by  a proper  consideration  of  the  facts  within, 
liis  reach ; but  the  h'  n.  gentleman  lets  us  know 
the  reason  why  he  pursued  such  a course.  He 
says:— 

“It  may  be  said  that  this  is  strong  language  to  be 
used  of  a person  outside  this  House,  who  is  nut,  here 
to  defend  himself,  but  the  action  of  this  officer  is  pub- 
lic property  That  action  has  controlled  two  millions 
of  the  public  money.  Am  I to'  be  P Id,  then,  that 
from  feelings  of  delicacy  or  consideration  to  a person 
so  situated  I am  to  refrain  rum  r-asoi  ing  upon  mat- 
ters of  thi-  importance  or  drawing  deductions  patent 
on  the  face  ot  these,  document-?  Sure  y not  In 
making  these  remarks,  of  one  of  whom  personally  I 
know  nothing,  of  whom  I judge  only  by  v hat  is  in 
the  hand*  of  every  member  of  the  House,  I am  not 
exceeding  the  fair  license  of  a representative  ot  the 
people.  I will  go  further,  and  so/-  that  were  I to 
sacrifice  what  I believe. to  b1  important  public  in- 
terests to  feelings  of  delicacy.  1 should  be  recreant,  to 
the  trust  which  my  constituents  have  reposed  in  me.” 

If  the  lion  member  thought,  he  lied  a fair  case 
supported  by  facts,  he  would  not  have  felt  it 
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necessary  to  make  this  apology.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  hon  member  was  so  carried 
away  by  his  indignation  against  the  govern- 
ment, the  eugineer,  and  everybody  else,  that 
he  hardly  knew  howto  measure  his  address  to 
the  house.  Further  on  he  says: — 

“ I f el  also  that,  in  the  considerat  on  of  this  ques- 
tion. 1 do  not  deal  wit  h it  in  reference  to  any  party 
aspects,  but  as  it  touches  the  interests  and  feelings  of 
the  gr  at  body  of  the  people  The  house  well  knows 
that  I have  never  hesitated  when  matters,  which 
meet  mv  sanction,  and  are  in  conformity  with  my 
political  convictions,  come  from  quarters  to  which  I 
owe  no  support  and  no  tavor,  to  give  them  my  appro- 
bation irre  p»ctive  of  factious,  or  party  condder- 
atiu’ s,  bat  when  I -eel  that  the  great  interests  of  the 
country  are  > ein?  trifled  with,  and  that  has  been  done 
which  no  executive  government  ever  dared  to  do  be- 
fore, I consider  that  1 should  be  betraying  my  trust  if 
I failed  to  come  lorward,  and  denounce  the  deed.’' 
Who  could  suppose  for  an  instant  that,  so 
patriotic  a gentleman  as  the  leader  of  the  On- 
position  could  be  at  all  influenced  by  party 
motives!  Perhaps  the  bon  member  will  per- 
mit me  to  amend  this  part  of  bis  speech,  and  I 
will  leave  it  to  the  whole  country  to  say  if  my 
amendment  would  not  place  the  hon  gentle- 
man in  his  true  position?  Hear,  then,  the 
amendment  I propose.  “ The  house  well  knows 
that  I have  never  hesitated  when  matters, 
which  mee"  ray  sanction,  and  are  in  conformity 
with  my  political  convictions  come  from  quarters 
to  which  I owe  no  support  and  no  favour,  to 
give  them  my  approbation  irrespective  of  fac- 
tion or  party  considerations;  but  when  I feel 
that  the  great  interests  • f my  party  are  being  tri- 
fled wiih  by  the  successful  construction 
by  our  opponents  of  a railway  which  we  pro- 
mised to  build  but  never  did:  when  I see  that  three 
weeks  of  the  session  have  passed  without  au 
attack  on  the  Government,  “that  it  is  twelve 
o’clock,  and  niver  a blow  struck ; when  it  is 
doubtful  whether  there  is  any  opposition,  and 
if  there  be  whether  I am  its  leader,  I should 
be  betraying  my  trust  if  I failed  to  come  for- 
ward and  denounce  the  deed  ” 

Well,  the  hon.  gentleman  has  “denounced 
the  deed,”  and  I am  quite  content  to  await  the 
verdict  of  the  country.  I hold  that  he  has  de- 
nounced the  Government  unfairly, — that  he 
has  so  mistated  facts  and  failed  to  gi  vethem  that 
consideration  that  should  have  been  given  in 
their  favor.  We  all  know  that  there  are  those 
in  the  world  who  will  endeavor  to  persuade 
their  fellow-beings  that  they  are  acting  from 
the  purest  of  motives.  The  experience  of 
society  pro  es  that  the  most  malicious  slan- 
derer, the  most  unscrupulous  libeller,  the  most 
vindictive  persecutor,  often  persuades  himself 
and  even  attempts  to  make  the  public  believe 
that  he  is  actuated  by  the  most  worthy 
motives.  We  all  know  that  in  the  name  of 
liberty  the  most  atrocious  crimes  are  com- 
mitted. The  dagger  of  the  assassin  is  plunged 
to  the  hilt  in  the  breast  of  his  defenceless  and 
innocent  victim,  and  the  torch  of  the  incendi- 
ary applied  destructively  to  the  dwellings  of 
unsuspicious  aud  unoffending  citizens..  The 
sanctity  of  religion  is  often  exhibited  to  cloak 
and  conceal  the  most  diabolical  designs,  and 
to  euable  the  exhibitor  the  more  safely  and 
effectually  to  impose  upon  the  object  of  bis 
attacks;  and  patriotism  is  too  often  the  mask 
that  is  worn  to  cover  the  most  unjustifiable 
attacks  upon  public  meu  and  measures.  Now 
without  wishing  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 


House  any  further,  I shall,  after  thanking 
gentlemen  arouud  for  their  kind  attention  to 
my  address,  leave  this  subject  to  the  country 
t;o  decide. 

It  will  be  therefore  for  a discerning  public, 
with  eyes  more  numerous  than  than  those  off 
Argos,  aided  by  the  unerring  light  of  truth 
and  an  earnest  desire  to  arrive  at  a just  con- 
clusion to  place  in  the  category  where  it  ought 
to  be  found  this  most  uncalled  for  and  unjusti- 
fiable attack  upon  the  Government,  for  hon- 
estly endeavoring  to  redeem  their  pledges  for 
the  speedy,  efficient,  and  1 may  add,  economi- 
cal building  of  the  Railway  in  question,  and 
for  thus  subserving  the  true  interests  of  the 
country. 

The  debate  was  then  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  27. 

The  hou36  met  at  3 o’clock. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr  Bourinot  presented  a petition  from  Cow 
Bay,  in  favor  of  assessment  for  the  support  of 
schools. 

Hon  Mr  MacFarlane  presented  three  peti- 
tions from  Wallace  for  the  separation  of  the  sale 
of  groceries  from  that  of  liquors. 

INSPECTION  OP  FISH. 

Mr  Tobin  presented  a memorial  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  reference  to  inspection 
of  pickled  fish.  He  said  that  there  was  formerly  a 
law  which  authorised  the  Governor  in  Council  to 
appoint  County  Inspectors,  who  appointed  depu- 
ties, nut  that  law  had  been  repealed,  and  the  mat- 
ter had  been  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Sessions. — 
The  memorial  asked  a re-enactment  of  the  law 

Mr  Pryor,  in  reference  to  the  fisheries,  said 
that  bounties  having  been  given  to  thi  agricultu- 
ral population,  he  hoped  the  fishing  interest;  would 
meef  with  due  consideration.  If  a sj stem  could 
be  ad  >pted  by  which  fishermen  ccu’d  be  instruct- 
ed to  cure  their  fish  properly,  it  woaid  be  a great 
advantage. 

Mr  Locke  said  that  the  old  law,  after  being 
tried  faithfully,  had  been  found  a failure,  the  of- 
fice of  county  inspector  being  hut  a sinecure. — 

1 he  merchants,  he  thought,  should  make  their 
purchases  on  sight  of  the  fish. 

Mr  Pryor  said  that  his  observation*  had  been 
chit  fly  in  reference  to  an  improvement  in  the  cure 
of  fish — he  was  not  prepared  to  say  whether  the 
law  referr-d  to  should  be  re-enacted  or  not. 

Mr  S Campbell  said  that  the  law  imposed  a 
very  heavy  tax  on  the  fisherman,  without  pro- 
ducing corresponding  results. 

Mr  Tobin  explained  the  history  of  tH<*  Ques- 
tion. He  had  been  in  favor  of  the  liw,  but  would 
be  the  last  to  impose  a burden,  on  the  fi  hermen. 

Mr  Locke  said  that  the  law  had  proved  a fail- 
ure, after  eight  yea- s' trial,  and  did  not  tend  to 
improve  the  quality  of  the  fish  brought  to  market. 

PETITIONS,  «&c. 

Hon  Prov  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  a pe- 
titi  n from  Curaberlaand  in  refer- nc  ■ t>  trans- 
mission of  mails  from  Truro  to  Amherst. 

Mr  Colin  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  600  inhabitants  of  Digby  « ounty,  pravin* 
the  extension  of  the  Kailway  to  Digby.  ° 
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| Mr  Tobin  presented  a memorial  from  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  praying  an  investigation  into 
the  operations  of  t1  e Shipwrights  and  Caulkers’ 
Association.  He  said  that  since  the  subject  had 
been  under  discussion  he  had  been  c-lled  upon 
by  members  of  this  Assoc;ation  who  made  it  ap- 
pear that  their  transactions  had  been  entirely  of  a 
useful  and  creditable  character — Referred  to 
Committee  on  Trade  and  Manufactures. 

Mr  Tobin  also  presented  a resolution  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  favor  of  a repeal  of  the 
Usury  law.  Ha  expressed  himself  as  doubting 
the  propriety  of  the  change,  hut  said  he  thought 
that  mortgages  in  the  city  should  be  exempted 
fram  taxation,  so  a3  to  relieve  the  community 
from  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  loans. 

Mr  Archibald  presented  a petition  from 
Upper  St  wiacke,  in  favor  of  the  separation  of 
the  sa  e of  groceries  from  that  of  liquors. 

Also,  a petition  from  Earltown  on  the  same 
•abject. 

Mr  Blanchard  presented  a petitiou  from 
Margaree  for  the  establishment  of  a Way  Office 

Mr  Miller  presented  a petition  from  Grand 
River,  Richmond  County,  against  the  Education 
law. 

Mr  Rat  presented  a petition  from  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Victoria  Beach,  for  aid  to  erect  a break- 
water. 

Dr  Hamilton  presented  a petition  from  49  in- 
habi  anti  of  Scott’s  Bay,  for  the  separation  of  the 
sale  of  groceries  from  liquors. 

Also,  a petition  from  the  Way  Office  keeper  at 
that  place  for  an  increase  of  salary. 

THE  PICTOU  RAILWAY. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed. 

Mr.  S Campbell  said  this  debate  has  assum- 
ed such  protracted  proportions  that  I feel  reluc- 
tant to  detain  the  house  by  making  the  lew  ob- 
servations which  I have  to  offir  upon  the  resolu- 
tion now  before  ui,  but  as  1 consider  this  subject 
a matter  of  the  highest  import  nee  both  as  re- 
gards the  posi  ion  of  the  House  and  the  interests 
of  the  country  I feel  I should  not  be  doing  my 
duty  were  I io  fail  to  make  some  remarks  upon  a 
few  of  the  features  of  this  transaction.  That  fea- 
ture to  which  I desire  more  particularly  to  refer 
is  the  one  wt  ich  relates  to  tie  alleged  legality  of 
the  contract  under  consideration,  i he  construc- 
tion of  the  Pictou  Railway  is  a measure  bas&'d 
upon  Statute  Law.  and  the  provisions  of  that 
law  are  very  distinct  and  clear,  — they  are  calcu- 
lated to  detinethe  duii?s  of  the  government  in  re- 
lation <o  the  work,  are  also  well  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  Province.  It  appears  to 
me,  therefore,  that  it  was  the  especial  duty  of  the 
government  to  take  no  step  in  jef  rence  to  this 
measure  that  was  not  entirely  c < nsistent  with  the 
Act  point'ng  out  their  duties  and  the  course  which 
they  should  take.  At  the  inception  of  our  Rail- 
way ~Y8tem  it  was  found  necessary  to  lay  down 
certain  rules — to  prescribe  by  positive  statute  the 
conduct  of  the  government  in  reference  to  its 
management,  but  especially  in  reference  to  the 
construciion  < f the  work,  and  as  these  works  have 
extended  we  have  found  these  provisions  still 
continued  in  operation.  When,  therefore,  in  1*64 


it  became  necessary  to  pass  an  Act  providing  for 
the  extension  from  Truro  to  Pictou,  the 
legislation  on  the  subject  was  exceedingly 
brief,  merely  referring  to  the  provisions  of 
the  general  act  and  directing  that  in  that 
extension,  the  previous  legislation  should  be 
strictly  adhered  to.  Now  I have  a very  high 
respect  for  an  enactment  of  the  Legislature,  be- 
cause I conceive  that  when  we  act  in  conformity 
with  it  we  are  acting  in  obedience  to  the  express 
views  deliberately  anived  at,  of  those  who  repre- 
sent the  people.  It  is  to  be  assumed  then  that 
there  is  no  safer  guide  for  public  men,  especially 
for  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  government 
of  the  coun'ry  than  the  law  thus  prescribed,  for 
it  cannot  fail  to  be  perceivod  ihat  when  a govern- 
ment depart  from  the  law  it.  follows  as  a necessary 
consequence  that  those  placed  in  inferior  po- 
sitions may  take  the  same  liberty  and  contravene 
similar  positive  directions  of  the  Legislature.  In 
reference  to  this  particular  measure  it  was  provid- 
ed that  certain  preliminary  steps  should  be  taken 
in  entering  on  the  construction.  It  was  provided5 
that  when  the  work  was  to  be  undertaken  adver- 
tisements were  to  issue  specifying  the  work,  and 
operations  were  only  to  be  commenced  after 
tender  made  and  contract  duly  entered  into  In 
this  matter  the  government  at  the  outset  acted 
upon  the  law  and  thereby  justly  admitted  the  pro- 
priety of  it  and  their  responsibility  under  it  for 
we  find  in  the  inception  of  t;  e woik  specifications 
going  out,  tenders  coming  in  and  contracts  being 
duly  made  and  entered  into,  nor  did  they  then 
ignore  that  porti  m of  their  duty  which  required 
that  the  contractors  should  have  their  engage- 
ments fortified  by  suffi  i nt  securities,  for  we  find 
that  these  contra  tors  not  only  entered  into 
formal  written  stipulations  but  brought  with 
them  as  parties  thereto  persons  of  suffi  ient 
responsibility  to  guarantee  the  perfoimance 
of  tlnir  work.  It  appears  however  that 
after  these  persons  had  entered  on  the  work 
which  they  had  tendered  for  and  contracted  to 
perform,  for  some  reason  or  other  they  declined 
to  continue  the  work. 

What  then  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  in 
this  contingency  ? Was  it  consistent,  with  their 
duty  and  rei  possibility  to  discharge  the  contrac- 
tors ? They  held  or  ought  to  have  held  sufficient 
security  for  the  performance  of  the  work,  but 
whether  these  securities  were  sufficient  or  not, 
rite  Government  undertook  to  discharge  them. — 
In  this  they  committed  blunder  the  first  - a blun- 
der gross  and  grieve  us  and  calculated  t©  sap  the 
f umdations  ot  the  system  of  earning  on  our  pub- 
lic works,  for  what  do  we  fied  ? On  our  sta- 
tute book  there  are  provhions  that  all  contracts 
for  works  of  a pub  ic  nature  shall  be  fortified  by 
securities,  and  it  the  Government  are  to  be  vindi- 
cated in  this  act  of  theirs,  with  what  force  can 
any  member  of  the  house  or  of  the  goternment 
call  upon  other  individuals  to  have  rur  ordinary 
and  local  woiks  efficiently  performed?  It  is  al- 
ready a mischief  that  cpnti'acrs  of  a public  charac- 
ter are  not  sufficiently  enforced,  but  let  it  go 
abroal  that  such  conduct  as  that  now  under  con- 
sideration can  beju-tifi  d,  and  are  ^together 
at  sea,— vre  need  no  longer  expect  in  rb"  •’ 
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districts  to  see  the  performance  of  engagements 
which  the  people  have  a right  to  see  performed.  — 
The  statute-book  will  then  be<  orae  u’terly  value- 
less—it  will  be  a book  upon  which  certain  r gu- 
lations  are  written,  but  those  regulations  will  be 
utterly  nugat  ry,  and  deceptive.  I value  the 
law  because  when  it  speaks,  we  understand 
the  course  we  are  to  pursue  but  that  kind  of  law 
which  is  vague  and  uncertain  is  not  the  species 
which  I recognise  as  the  law  of  liberty  it  is  the 
law  of  slavery  — the  creature  of  corruption  and 
the  instrument  of  fraud  upon  private  and  public 
rights  It  would  seem  that  the  government  hold 
that  they  did  not  do  wrong  in  discharging  these 
securities  but  on  that  point  I am  entirely  at  issue 
with  them,— l believe  that  they  have  done  a gross 
wrong  to  the  people.  Suppose  for  one  moment, 
and  I (io  not  at  all  admit  it  that  there  were  any 
circumstances  to  justify  that  course, — what  in  the 
opinion  of  members  can  ju-t.fy  the  action  of  the 
government  in  giving  to  an  individual,  whatever 
bis  position,  without  the  pretence  of  satisfying 
the  requirements  of  this  law,  the  entire  contract 
for  this  line?  It  was  bad  enough  in  the  first 
instance  to  relieve  the  contractors  but  it  was  ten 
times  worse  to  give  it  to  Mr.  Fleming  simply  be- 
cause he  was  Mr.  Fleming— such  a contract  is 
a gross  violation  oi  the  law,  in  derogation  of  the 
rights  of  parties  who  were  prepared  to  tender  for 
the  work  We  are  not  to  he  told  that  the  action 
of  the  leader  of  the  Opposi  ion  in  this  case  is 
prompted  by  dis  ppointed  intending contractors:  — 
they  may  be  disappointed  contractors  but  they 
had  a right  to  feel  disappointed — they  had  pecu- 
liar rights  in  respect  of  that  work,  passing  through 
the  country  n which  they  resided,  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  disregarded.  There  wera  men 
in  Pictou  prepared  to  tender  and  prepared  to 
furni-h  the  necessary  security  for  the  perform- 
ance of  that  work  which  Mr.  Fleming  has  private 
ly  received.  Their  rights  have  been  trampled 
upon  ai  d it  is  but  right  and  rational  that  they 
should  feel  disappointed,  flow  did  Mr.  Fleming 
obtain  this -1  will  not  call  it,  contract,  because 
that  wou’d  be  recognising  a violation  of  the  law 
and  bees use  this  agreement  drawn  up  by  the  first 
Crown  officer  in  the  country  though  it  may  be  is 
not  won  h the  paper  on  which  it  is  written 
Everv:  d .liar  taken  from  the  treasury  on  pretence 
of  its  provisions,  is  improperly  arid  illegally  tak- 
en, and  the  disbursement  of  which  nothing  can 
justify.  I cannot  und  rstand  how  any  Receiver 
General  or  any  other  public  officer,  even  of  higher 
station,  can  for  one  mom  nt  sanction  the  issue  of 
a warrant  going  to  take  from  the  treasury  one 
penny  of  the  money  demanded  for  this  service.  I 
speak  on  this  subject  rather  s rongly,  but  I enter- 
tain a stroBg  opinion  that  1 am  ri.'ht it  certain 
ly  became  the  Attorney  G neral  more  th  m any 
other  member  who  has  spoken  to  have  made  the 
legality  of  the  transaction  as  clear  as  the  sun  ai 
noonday,  bur,  some  gentlemen  are  apt  to  pass 
over  strong  and  leading  features  in  a case,  and  to 
keep  attention  bestowed  upon  inferior  topics, — 
such  was  the  course  ct  that  gentleman  - this  part 
of  the  case  he  completely  slurred  over  and  he  did 
not  attempt  to  tell  us  ttiat  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  such  as  the  law  could  justify.  He 


did  not  do  so  for  the  be^t  possible  reason — because 
he  could  not  make  such  a statement  to  the  House, 
— because  having,  as  f know  he  has,  some  re- 
spect for  his  professional  reputation,  he  wouid  not 
hazard  it  in  an  opinion  so  inconsistent  with 
the  circumstance  of  the  case,  and  so  untenable 
in  every  respect  The  Attorney  General  then 
having  said  nothing  upon  that  point,  it  must 
be  concluded  that  he  found  himself  in  a cor- 
ner from  which  he  could  not  possibly  escape.  I 
pass  on  to  allude  to  the  first  introduction  of  Mr. 
Fleming  to  the  Pictou  Railway  and  in  doing  so  I 
may  remark  that  it  seems  to  me  a curious  cireum 
stance  that  this  government  should  seem  so  ex- 
ceedingly desirous  to  have  the  line  completed  by 
the  early  part  of  May,  1867.  There  are  those 
here  who  can  revert  o a f irmer  period,  and  who 
will  remember  that  May,  1863,  was  the  period 
when  this  Assembly  came  into  existence,  conse- 
quently the  date  of  its  termination  will  probably 
be  about  the  1st  of  May,  1867; — it  seems  by  these 
papers  to  have  been  an  > nxious  consideration  on 
the  part  of  the  government  that  the  work  should 
be  completed  ab  ut  that  time,— some  ®f  us  have 
been  looking  to  that  period  with  more  eagerness 
than  others,  and  have  been  of  opinion  that  the 
term  of  this  House  ^hou'd  conclude  at  a date  con- 
siderably prior  to  that,  but  there  is  another  sec- 
tion of  members  who  do  not  feel  dispos' d to  anu- 
cipate  that  period  and  will  be  better  a tisfied  if  fa 
dissolution  takes  place  then.  This  latter  class  i3 
particularly  anxious  th  t by  the  time  that  May, 
1867,  arrives  this  work  should  be  in  a condition 
to  bo  presented  as  the  special  work  of  the  existing 
government  fur  which  the  people  should  be  grate- 
ful, and  in  consideration  of  which  they  should  be 
disposed  to  overlook  other  transactions  ia  which 
the  government  have  taken  part  without  giving 
any  saci  faction  >o  the  country.  In  order  to  ac- 
complish this  object  then,  the  contractors  who,  by 
the  statements  made  at  the  other  side,  would  ap- 
pear to  have  been  rather  slow  coaches,  were  re- 
lieved of  their  duties,  and  their  securities  were  re- 
lieved of  their  responsibilities,  and  the  work  virtu- 
ally came  into  Mr.  blemiug’s  hands  in  October, 
1865,  for  we  find  him  hen  using  to  the  govern- 
ment language  which  is  rather  strong  coming 
from  a subordinate  to  his  superior ; he  says: — 
“ I would  stipulate  as  an  iodi  pensible  ondition 
that  1 should  have  full  authority  io  act  from  be- 
g nning  to  end  in  the  prosecution  of  these  works 
upon  my  own  judgment.”  I certainly  think  that 
this  is  strong  language  for  a gentleman  in  Mr. 
Flem  Dg’s  situation,  and  I hope  that  before  the 
work  is  completed  that  gentleman  will  somewhat 
modiiy  his  tone  and  come  to  a better  understand- 
ing of  his  position.  O i the  30th  Octob,  r his  let- 
ter is  addressed  to  the  Provincial  Secretary,  and 
on  the  following  day  the  government,  being  al- 
most as  e’everas  himsrif,  with  the  consideration  of 
a single  day  decide  to  adopt  his  suggestion.  So 
t e affair  goes  on  with  various  interesting  com 
munications  until  December  28th  when*  another 
gentleman,  Mr.  MoNab,  appears  on  the  stage 
and  receives  on  that  day  a letter  from  the  govern- 
ment. That  letter  does  not  at  ail  correspond 
with  the  version  given  of  it  in  the  speech  or  the 
Provincial  secretary.  The  letter  reads  thus:  “ I 
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have  it  in  command,  &c.,  to  request  you  to  exam- 
ine with  as  little  delay  as  p "ssible  the  present  condi- 
tion 0/  that  worlc.  in  order  that  you  may  be  able  to 
report  whether  in  your  opim  n it  would  be  for  the 
public  interest  that  the  government  should  accept 
Mr.  Fleming’s  offer,  &c  ” But  in  the  speech  of 
the  Provincial  Secretary  the  Other  day,  in  which 
he  was  corroborated  by  the  Hon.  Attorney  Gene 
ral  yesterday,  we  are  told  “ Mr.  McNab  was  not 
called  upon  to  survey  the  Pictou  Railway,  but 
had  placed  in  his  h nds  by  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment all  the  data  required  to  form  a judgment  — 
The  work  he  had  to  perform  did  not  require 
much  time,  but  could  be  done  in  a few  days.’, — 
If  any  one  can  trace  a similarity  between  that 
le .ter  and  that  speech  it  is  more  thru  I can  con- 
ceive possible.  I presume  that  after  the  address 
of  the  leader  of  the  opposition  on  that  feature- 
of  the  case  it  was  thought  necessary  to  use 
such  language.  If  it  be  a fact  that  Mr. 
McXab  was  merely  called  upon  to  go  to  the 
Railway  office  to  examine  certain  estimates  and 
dates  then  the  government  were  grossly  neglect- 
ful of  the  interests  of  the  country,  but  charity 
inclines  me  to  believe  that  they  took  the  other 
course  and  directed  him  to  examine  the  present 
condition  of  the  woik  How  could  he  have  done 
so  being  in  Hali'ax  it’ll  the  time,  or  how  cou  d he 
supposing  he  flew  by  telegraph,  have  made  that 
careful  and  particular  eurvey  which  it  was  intend- 
ed he  should  make  before  the  2nd  January  for 
we  find  him  then  in  Halifax.  Did  he  then  make 
this  sham  investigation  by  a reference  to  the 
papers  in  the  Railway  office  cr  did  he  make  the 
exact  survey  required  by  the  Prov.  Secretary’s 
.letter  by  gomg  over  the  line?  But  the  govern- 
ment after  this  examination  which  they  must 
know  was  nugatory  and  worthless  decided  to  act 
upon  his  report  and  then  tome  the  celebrated 
“ articles  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  at 
Halifax,  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scot  a,  this 
tenth  dav  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousard  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six,  between 
Avard  Longley,  of  Halifax,  aforesaid,  Esquire 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Railways,  f r said  Prov- 
ince, acting  for,  and  on  behalf  of,  the  Govern- 
ment of  st;id  Province,  of  the  one  part, -—and 
Sandfoid  Fleming,  of  the  same  place,  Civil 
Engineer,  of  the  other  part.” 

It  is  a curious  featu  e in  this  co  respondence 
that  in  a matter  in  which  we  would  have  sunposed, 
that  a public  officer  holding  the  position  of  Com- 
missioner of  Railways,  receiving  a handsome  sa- 
lary, and  as  such,  incurring  a very  large  respon- 
sibility would  have  bten  promiaent,  he, 
up  to  this  stage  of  the  transaction  was  ut-  J 
terly  ignofed,  and  suffered  himself  to  be  ignored. 
— Mr.  McXab  seems  to  have  been  an  individual 
much  higher  than  Mr  Longley  in  the  estimation 
of  the  Government ; even  Mr.  Fleming  was  cor- 
responded with,  but  Mr.  Longley,  the  Chief  Rail- 
way Commissioner,  is  left  entirely  in  the  shade. 
This  agreement  then  which,  as  I have  said,  is  not 
worth  the  paper  upon  which  it  is  transcribed,  wa* 
entered  into  nominally  between  the  ( ommissioner 
and  Mr.  Fleming,  Mr  Longley  having  in  reality 
nothing  do  do  with  it,  the  Government  having  ma- 
naged the  entire  business  with  Fleming,  and  Mc- 


Nal)  for  that  purpose  acting  as  their  agent  again. 
What  ought  to  have  been  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  its  officers  in  whose  department  the  matter 
was,  in  relation  to  this  contract  for  which,  no 
doubt,  the  Province  has  paid  a very  nice  tee? 
Supposing  that  they  had  a right  to  make  the  con- 
tract at  all,  they  should  have  put  upon  paper  in 
the  most  spec  fip  and  unmistakable  manner  what 
the  agreement  was  to  be,  what  duties  uere  to  be 
performed  under  it,  the  s ipulations  that  were  ne- 
cessary, and  the  funds  and  securities  it  ought  to 
contain.  I think  that  if  those  v ho  are  in  the  habit 
of  inspecting  contracts  were  to  look  at  this,  they 
would  find  that  far  less  care  and  particularity  had 
been  bestowed  upon  it  than  would  be  observed  by 
a professional  man  of  the  most  inferior  attain* 
ments  in  a matter  of  the  .-mallest  m nnent.  We 
find  things  le  t in  a general  and  undefined  way, 
and  matters  stated  in  very  loose  ternis.  One 
very  sttiking  part  I- deem  it  necessary  to  call  at- 
tention to,  that  is  the  por  ion  which  relates  to 
the  steam  ferry  and  landing  wharf  at  Pictou  and 
Fisher’s  Grant  It  says  : 

“ That  a fcteam  Ferry  and  a Landing  Wharf 
at  the  town  of  Pictou,  and  another  at  the  present 
Ferry  Wharf  at  the  place  known  as  Fisher’s 
Grant,  shall  be  made  aiid  furnished  by  the  said 
Sandford  Fleming,  in  accordance  ui  h plans  here- 
after to  be  prepart  d and  approved  by  the  Chief 
Engineer  aforesaid.” 

If  it  be  intend  d that  the  plans  shall  be  pre- 
pared bv  the  Chief  Engirieei  why  us8  the  term 
“ prepared  and  approved”  but  I u:  der.-tand  the 
construe  ion  to  be  that  the  plans  are  to  b?  prepared 
by  Mr  Fleming  and  to  be  approved  of  by  Mr. 
McNab.  It  thus  proceed-:  — 

” The  expenditure  on  these  servic  s shall  be 
equal  to  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  doilais  ; and 
that  this  service  shall  be  ready  for  use  by  the 
Spring  of  186/.” 

Th  re  are  gentleman  in  this  House  who  are  con- 
nected with  ship  building  and  I ask  th  m would  they 
risk  the  const! uctiun  of  a very  small  schooner  on 
such  a loose  specification  as  that?  Yet  this  mat- 
ter is  left  as  it  were  entirely  in  the  clouds,  nobody 
but  Mr.  Fleming  knowing  what  sort  of  a boat  we 
are  to  have  or  what  kt  d of  a landing  we  are  to 
have.  And  what  kind  of  ferry  wharf  is  to  be  i3 
equally  uncertain  hut  for  this  service  Mr. 
Fleming  is  to  receive  S3 ), 000,  and  what  is  the 
Province  to  receive  in  exchange  ? This  is  what 
the  people  d sire  to  know  and  what  should  have 
appealed  on  the  face  of  this  paper.  I am  not 
acquainted  with  ship  building  but  being  on  a 
Committee  the  other  day  a matter  came  before  us 
' in  which  it  was  races  ary  to  ascertain  the  cost  of 
a vessel  for  the  protection  of  our  fi  -he  ies  and  it 
is  no  secret  ihat  the  purchase  will  be  far  over. 
$20(0->0.  It  is  tiu-i that  the  boat  for  the  ferry 
may  be  a vessel  of  a difierent  description  but  if  I 
am  rightly  informed  it  will  have  to  be  one  of  a 
pretty  substantial  and  costly  character  with 
expansive  machinery  for  she  is  to  carry  heavy 
cargoes.  For  $30,0v0  we  are  to  have  a 1 this, — 
now  it  may  be  said  that  we  are  going  to  get  it  at 
a very  ch  ap  rate  but  cheapness  and  dearness  are 
relative  and  equivocal  terms.  This  description 
of  work  and  property  might  be  got  for  $i>0,000 
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but  the  description  that  would  cost  only  that  sum 
is  not  what  is  required  for  the  purpose  of  this  rail- 
way. We  therefore  came  back  to  this,  that  here 
i3  an  important  clause  in  the  contract  left  in  an 
ind  finite  and  a very  unsatisfactory  state,  and  it 
should  not  have  been  left  in  that  state  fi  r in  mat- 
ters of  far  less  consequence  a great  deal 
more  particuhri  y wou'd  have  been  observed 

“That  at  least  two  of  the  Engines  not  in  use 
by  the  Kailway  Department,  and  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  iTuf.rm  Cars,  shall  be  furnished  tp  the 
said  Snul.'  rd  Fleming,  for  Ballasting  the  road- 
bed, and  f r hauling  materials  for  constru  ction 
purposes.  That  the  said  Sandford  Fleming  will 
pay  ail  wages,  fuel,  oil,  and  for  all  current  ordi 
r.ary  repairs  required  for  the  use  of  the  said  En- 
gines and  Cars  ; but  he  shall  not  be  required  to 
pav  any  compensation  for  the  hire  and  me  there- 
of” 

Is  this  a fair  treatment  of  the  men  who,  having 
emigrated  to  this  country,  having  cleared  th 
forest,  and  having  conducted  themselves  as  worthy 
members  of  Society,  were  desirous  of  engaging  in 
the  voik  1 Was  it  fur  to  placo  vr»  Fleming  in  a 
position  more  advantageous  than  their’s  when 
they  were  contractors  1 This  appears  to  me  to  be 
making  fish  of  one  and  flesh  or  another.  Mr. 
Fleming  is  to  have  at  least  two  Engines,  how 
many  more  wa  will  no  doubt  find  out  before  very 
long,  their  wear  and  tear  is  somethiag,  but  for 
this  he  is  to  pay  not  a penny —poor  Blueaose  is  to 
be  the  sufferer,  whi  e Mr.  Fleming  i3  to  be  Rail- 
way Ki  g in  Nova  Beotia.  He  is  to  triumph 
over  everybody  ; the  u disappointed  intending 
contractors”  shall  De  nobody’s — their  feelings, 
their  rights  are  to  be  entirely  ignored  and  disre- 
garded, while  everything  is  to  bo  done  for  the 
great  Mr.  Sandfotd  Fleming.  Another  share  of 
pickings  is  bestowed  upon  him  in  another  clause 
which  says  : 

“ All  materials  required  to  be  taken  over  the 
existirg  Prov  ncial  Railway  to  Truro,  for  the 
purpose  of  construction,  shall  be  carried  as  it  may 

be  required” 

“Again,  that  all  men  in  the  emp’ovment  of  th - 
said  Sandford  Fleming,  and  moving  in  the  actual 
performance  of  duty  or  travelling  to  the  works 
shall  be  carried  free  of  charge  over  the  existing 
Railway.  ” 

Further  on  we  find  it  provided,  “that  all 
materials  imported  for  construction  purposes  shall 
be  admitted  duty  free,  and  that  the  use  of  the 
ioading  whaif  and  station  at  Richmond  shall,  be 
given  to  the  said  "andford  Fleming ’’ 

These  privileges  mustsu'elybe  worth  some- 
thing considerable.  Another  clause  of  the 
contract  reads  thus  : 

“Station  Accommodation — Which  includes  the  erec- 
tion of  way  stations  and  terminal  buildings  for  freight 
and  passengers,  the  construction  of  platforms,  the 
cost  of  engine  houses  and  turn-table,  the  cost  of  tank - 
houses  and  water  service,  the  erection  of  wood  or 
coal  sheds,  and  all  other  expenses  at  stations  or  ter- 
mini.” i 

For  these  works  Mr.  Fleming  is  to  get 
$2,116590  and  they  are  to  be  performed  just  as 
he  pleases  because  the  contract  binds  him  with 
no  particularity  at  all  and  without  auy  other 
security  than  these  words  contain  : 

“ It  ij  further  agreed  that  ten  per  centum  of  the 
value  of  the  work  hereinafter  to  be  done  under  this 


contract  shall  be  retained  by  such  Commissioner,  for 
such  periods  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  v hief  Engineer, 
shall  appear  necessary  to  secure  a due  and  faithful 
performance  of  this  Contract.” 

But  this,  I maintain,  is  no  security  at  all,  for 
it  goes  on  to  say  : 

“ It  being  understood  and  declared  that  such  reser- 
vation of  ten  per  centum  shall  only  be  deemed  neces- 
sary, on  such  sections  or  portions  of  the  work  as  are 
actually  in  process  of  execution,  and  shall  not  be 
withheld  on  such  portions  or  sections  of  the  work  as 
shall  be  executed  and  completed.” 

Mr.  Fleming  may  entirely  neglect  the  diffi- 
cult portion  of  the  work.  There  is  nothing 
here  to  bind  him  to  do  the  work  on  the  more 
expensive  sections,  and  no  security  for  such  a 
'performance  is  given  here.  Here,  then,  is  a 
monstrous  injustice,  in  pretending  to  have  a 
contract  entered  into  for  such  an  enormous 
sum  without  any  provision  for  auy  real  secu- 
rity. We  have  heard  something  about  gentle- 
men being  hounded  on  to  make  the  opposition 
that  has  been  evinced,  but  I would  ask  in  view 
of  ail  these  facts,  is  any  hounding  on  necessary? 
What,  sir,  would  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia 
say,  it,  after  such  a transaction  being  made 
known,  we,  their  representatives,  failed  to  take 
notice  of  it?  I think  we  would  have  baeu  un- 
just to  ourselves,  as  well  as  to  the  country,  if 
the  course  pursued  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition had  not  been  adopted.  The  Attorney 
General  intimated  that,  there  was  but  a frag- 
ment of  an  Opposition  in  this  nouse  ; let  me 
tell  him  that  the  day  is  coming  and  is  not  far 
distant  when  he  will  find  it  necessary  to  use 
other  language,  and  to  make  suitable  and  court- 
eous allusions  to  gentlemen  ou  this  side.  It  was 
ungracious  in  the  extreme  for  any  gentleman 
opposing  the  resolution  to  use  any  taunting 
expression  in  reference  to  members  of  the  Op- 
position, who  have  given  this  very  measure, 
for  the  extension  of  the  Pictou  railway,  their 
hearty  and  disinterested  support.  I can  revert 
to  the  day  in  1864  when  this  measure  was  be- 
fore the  house,  and  I do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  bad  it  not  been  tor  that  support  this  Pic- 
tou railway  would  not  have  had  a shadow  of 
au  existence  to-day,  for  the  gorerument  could 
not  oa  that  occasion  command  a majority  of 
their  own  supporters  To  our  support  and  to 
the  scheme  for  western  extension,  which  was 
found  necessary  rorthe  purpose,  the  success  of 
the  measure  is  referable.  It  is  a curious  fact 
ia  connection  with  thisd  scussion  tha*  no  gen- 
tleman, excepting  one,  unconnected  with  the 
government  or  not  immediately  dependent 
upon  it,  has  risen  to  defend  ns  policy.  It  is 
true  there  was  one  amicus  curiae  to  come  to 
the  front,  and  his  remarks  showed  a good  dis- 
position on  his  part, — lie  did  the  best  ha  could, 
but  I think  he  touched  upon  some  points  which 
he  should  have  avoided.  I will  not,  however, 
just  now,  weaken  the  effect  of  his  good-na- 
tured support  by  many  comments,  but  wilL 
pass  on  to  allude  to  the  Attorney  General’s 
remarks,  and  to  some  of  h e remarks  made  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Railways,  if,  indeed,  the 
gentleman  who  addressed  the  house  holds  this 
tatter  office,  which  is  a matter  of  considerable 
doubt,  seeing  that  iu  the  management  of  this 
work  his  existence  has  been  ignored.  I regretted 
io  hear  these  gentlemen  speak  in  general  terms 
of  the  conduct  of  the  present  Administration, 
and  its  value  as  contrasted  with  governments 
of  times  goue  bye.  I think  that  any  gentle- 
man attempting  to  excuse  the  shortcomings  of 
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the  present  administration,  by  referring  to 
those  of  others,  places  himself  in  an  unfortu- 
nate position;  besides  former  governments  are 
not  now  upon  their  trial,  as  this  one  is.  As 
I regard  such  matters  the  gentlemen  en- 
trusted with  power  should  carefully  avail 
themselves  of  the  experience  of  their  prede- 
cessors, and  make  use  of  that  experience  to 
steer  off  the  shoals  and  quicksands  on  which 
other  adminstrat.ions  may  have  struck,  and  to 
take  a course  more  in  accordance  with  the 
public  interests.  The  lion.  At.ty.  Gen.  alluded 
to  some  of  the  causes  of  the  dissatisfaction 
which  prevails  throughout  the  country,  arid 
seemed  to  think  that  the  exasperation  on  the 
subject,  of  the  Education  law  might  be  safely 
overlooked,  and  he  also  alluded  to  another 
question  upon  which  the  people  are  manifest- 
ing considerable  interest— the  proposed  union 
of  the  Provinces,  but  there  were  several  mat- 
ters which  he  entirely  lost  sight  of,  and  one  cf 
them  was  a matter  upon  which  the  lion,  mem- 
ber for  Inverness,  Mr.  McDonnell,  should  take 
a considerable  interest,  one  in  relation  to 
which  that  gentleman  should  bring  his  friends 
to  hook.  While  he  might  he  disposedto  overlook 
some  of  the  transgressions  of  the  government 
there  are  certain  acts  of  omission,  not  of  com- 
mission, which  deserved  to  be  spoken  of — and 
particularly  by  him.  I will  not  say  that  the 
circumstance  had  any  connection  with  the 
kind  and  good  natured  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man to  whom  I have  refered,  but  it  is  well 
known  that  there  lias  long  been  a hiatus  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  upon  this 
point  I think  the  hou.  member  ought  not  to 
hesitate  to  demand  a decided  and  satisfactory 
explanation.  Bow  is  it  that  that  vacancy 
has  remained  unfilled  for  the  last  twelve 
months?  I ask  the  gentlemen  from  the  East- 
ern portion  of  the  Province  to  account,  for 
that1  I ask  the  members  from  Cape 
Brecon  to  account  for  it,  and  while,  as  I have 
already  intimated,  I should  he  sorry  to  suppose 
that  it  had  any  influence  upon  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Inverness,  there  are  some  of  us  who 
should  not  allow  the  members  of  Government 
to  laud  themselves  without  reminding  them 
that,  there  are  strange  objects  in  the  road  they 
are  travelling,  and  it.  is  especially  the  duty  of 
gentlemen  representing  the  constituencies 
which  this  vacancy  has  affected,  to  he  slow  in 
giviug  any  meed  of  praise  to  the  administra- 
tion in  its  present  position.  There  is  another 
part  of  the  subject  into  which  I should,  but  I 
should  not  he  justified  in  any  other  course  after 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  member  to  whom  I 
have  just  referred,  for  he  told  us  that  lawyers 
are  not  financiers,  and  seemed  to  think  that 
none  of  our  profession  should  meddle  with 
figures— as  far  as  figures  of  speech  would  go 
we  might  have  the  full  length  of  our  tether. — 
If  that  idea  be  correct  how  is  it  that  he  toler- 
ates a lawyer  iu  the  position  of  Financial  Sec- 
retary? Flow  is  it  that  he  can  support  and 
uphold  a Government  having  over  one  of  Ps 
most  essential  departments  a gentleman  who 
by  virtue  of  his  p ofession  is  no  financier?  We 
know  that  the  success  of  a Government  to  a 
large  extent,  depends  on  its  financial  manage- 
ment— how,  then,  does  he  reconcile  to  himself 
that  a r,  rhis  moment,  t.-vo- thirds  of  the  admini- 
stration are  like  himself— 1 wyers  and  not  finan- 
ciers? ,ow  is  it,  too,  that  a lawyer  was  select.-  j. 
ed  and  sent  abroad  upon  an  expensive  and  I 


unauthorized  delegation  in  matters  of  s purely 
commercial  character?  But,  notwithstanding 
what  the  hou.  aud  learned  member  has  said, 
I firmly  and  honestly  believe  that  if  there  is  a 
man  in  this  House  or  in  the  couut.ry  capable 
of  successfully  dealing  with  that,  branch  of  the 
subject  it  is  the  hon.  and  learned  leader  of  the 
Opposition.  I will  leave  it  to  him  to  make  a 
figure  of  the  administration.  The  matter 
having  now  been  discussed  threadbare  and 
ad  nauseam , I will  relieve  the  house  from 
giving  me  further  attention,  and  shall  now 
take  my  seat  with  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
iug  that,  iu  a very  humble  way,  lawyer 
as  I am,  and  being  unable  to  deal  with 
the  figures,  or  even  with  many  figures  of 
speech,  I have  given  expression  to  my  views 
on  this  important  question.  If  ever  there  was 
a gross  violation  of  law  committed  by  a gov- 
ernment or  by  an  individual  this  is  that  case. 
I believe  that  there  was  nothing  to  justify  the 
government  in  relieving  the  contractors  and 
their  sureties  from  the  performance  of  the  work 
they  had  solemnly  contracted  to  perform.  I 
believe  further,  and  more  than  all,  that  there 
was  nothing  to  justify  the  government,  in  en- 
tering into  this  so-called  contract  with  Mr. 
Fleming,  nothing  to  justify  them  in  dispensing 
in  his  case  with  that  security  which  the  Law 
requires.  I shall  now  leave  the  matter  in 
other  hands,  feeling  that  the  resolution  before 
us  is  one  that  deserves  the  concurrence  of  this 
house.  If  unhappily  it  should  meet  with  in- 
sufficient support  I fairly  believe  that,  the  day 
will  soon  arrive  when  every  word  and  letter 
that  it  contains  will  be  cordially  and  convinc- 
ingly responded  to,  and  confirmed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  this  Province. 

SPEECH  OF  HON.  MR.  SHANNON. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  said— As  one  of  the  cul- 
prits b ought  before  this  Assembly  and  the 
people  of  this  Province  in  connection  with  this 
transaction,  I may  be  allowed  to  make  a few 
remarks  in  defence.  The  hon  gentleman  who 
has  just  addressed  the  house  commented  very 
strongly  on  the  fact  that  so  person  except  the 
members  of  the  government,  had  addressed 
the  house  in  suppdrt  of  the  arrangement  with 
Mr.  Fleming.  But  I ask  who  are  the  parties 
assailed?  An  impeachment  has  been  brought 
against  the  government;  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors have  been  charged  against  them. 
Who,  then,  are  the  persons  to  make  their  de- 
fence to  this  house  and  country?  Surely  the 
members  of  the  government — and  as  one  of 
those  members  I am  desirous  o expressing  my 
views— 1 am  not  at  all  surprised  that  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  should  seize  upon  this  mat- 
ter, as  a favorable  one  to  bring  gravely  before 
the  public.  It  has  been  a common  enquiry  for 
some  time  past,  whether  her  Majes  y has  any 
Opposition  in  this  house;  and  hence,  then,  it 
was  necessary  to  show  not  only  that  such  an 
Opposition  existed,  but  that  it  had  ac  ually  a 
leader.  The  resolution  now  on  the  table  may 
be  considered  as  intended  to  give  an  answer 
to  that  enquiry.  The  hon.  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, in  conducting  his  impeachment,  has 
used  language  of  the  strongest  and  most 
vituperative  character  I will  not  go  over 
the  details  of  this  language,  but  will  mere- 
ly content  myself  with  saying  that  the  sub- 
. stance  of  it  was  that  members  of  the  gov- 
!•  eminent  are  rogues,  that  Sanford  Fleming 
I is  a werse  rogue  than  any  of  them,  ami 
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McNab  is  a fool.  If  the  hon  member  can 
make  these  assertions  good,  t.hmi  lc;t  the 
resolution  pass.  Ido  not  know  what  the  hoi. 
gentleman’s  idea  of  rogues  may  be,  but  this  I 
will  say,  that  if  to  spend  a large  portion  of 
most  valuable  time  in  the  service,  of  the  pub- 
lic without  the  slightest  remuneration  what- 
ever is  to  be  rogue,  then  there  are  rogues  in 
the  present  government.  If  to  give  the  best 
judgment,  it  raa  dimes  an  erring  one, 

i > the  consideration  of  important  public  ques- 
tions,—.>ml  they  are  yearly  increasing  in  num- 
ber and  importance  as  the  country  progresses 
—without  any  reward,  but  the  consciousness  of 
the  performance  of  a patriotic  duty — if  this  is 
to  be  a rogue  then  there  are  rogues  among  the 
members  of  the  present  government.  But  is 
Sanford  Fleming  a rogue?  If  he  had  been  en- 
tirely a stranger  to  us— brought  from  across 
the  water  and  without  character,  then  the  hon. 
gentleman  might,  make  the  insinuations  he  has 
made,  that  the  Chief  Engineer  had  concocted 
a plan  with  the  assistance  of  others  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  Pictou  Railway.  If  we  had 
brought  a fuan  without  any  established  repu- 
tation, one  who  was  not  known  either  in  Ca- 
nada or  to  the  British  Government,  and  given 
him  one  of  the  fat  contracts  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  member  for  North  Colchester,  then  the 
hon.  gent  lemon  might  have  some  basis  for  his 
arguments.  But  Mr.  Fleming,  is  known  to 
this  house,  aud  has  a reputation  which  places 
him  at  the  head  of  his  profession  in  British 
North  America,  and  therefore  is  not  likely  to 
he  engaged  in  a nefarious  transaction.  The 
hon.  member  for  Inverness  (Mr.  Blanchard) 
himself  acknowledged  that  the  only  thing  that 
stands  between  the  Province  and  harm  is  Mr. 
Fleming’s  character.  I know,  too,  that  an 
hon  gentleman  in  another  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature anfkin  the  Press— one  who  is  intimately 
connected  with  the  hon.  member,  had  alluded 
in  terms  of  enconimu  to  the  course  pursued  by 
the  government  in  this  particular. 

Mr.  Blanchard— No,  No. 

Bon.  Mr.  Shannon — I can  prove  it  by  the 
papers  of  the  day,  but  it  is  of  no  great  impor- 
tance, and  I pass  on.  The  hon.  member  for 
Colchester  seemed  to  ms  by  the  tone  of  his 
speech  lo  he  in  the  position  of  a counsel  who 
has  a bad  case,  and  is  obliged,  in  his  effwt  to 
obtain  a verdict,  to  damage  the  reputation  of 
the  defendant  and  of  all  the  witnesses.  The 
hon.  gentleman  Ins  done  his  utmost  to  destroy 
the  character  of  the  members  of  the  govern- 
ment and  of  Mr.  Fleming,  and  then  he  proceed- 
ed to  throw  stigma  upon  another  gentleman, 
who,  he  knew,  was  a di  interested  witness. 
Now,  it  is  not  of  so  much  importance  what  he 
may  say  of  bis  opponents  in  this  house,  for  one 
is  apt  by  use  to  become  somewhat  hardened;  j 
but  when  he  attacks,  in  an  unfair  manner,  a 
young  man  who  is  unable  to  defend  himself 
here,  and  who  depends  on  his  reputation  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  for  his  livelihood,! 
it  is  most  unwarranted.  The  hon.  member 
would  have  the  house  believe  that  Mr.  McNab 
is  a fool  because  he  considers  it  impossible  for 
any  engineer,  in  two  or  three  davs,  to  giv-i  any 
thing  like  a correct  report.  Now,  I do  not 
profess  to  know  anything  about  engineering, 
or  whether  a clever  engineer  would  not  be 
able  in  a very  short  time  to  make  up  an  accu- 
rate report  on  a question  when  all  the  facts 
were  laid  before  him;  but  I know  what  would 


be  the  case  in  legal  matters.  Suppose  a client 
were  to  employ  me  to  conduct  a case  of  eject- 
ment in  the  county  of  Colchester,  and  he  were 
to  say  to  me,  Mr.  Archibald  is  a lawyer  of  high 
standing  in  that  [county,  and  we’l  acquainted 
with  the  titles  to  lands  in  it,  you  had  better  go 
to  him  and  get  his  opinion  relative  to  the  ques- 
tion. What  would  he  my  course?  I would 
collect  the  facts  and  the  law  bearing  upon  them, 
and  lay  them  before  the  hon.  gentleman,  aud  I 
do  not  think  he  would,  require  three  days  or 
even  24  hours  to  give  his  i*eport,  and  I presume 
that  the  same  thing  would  happen  in  the  case 
of  engineering  matters. 

Let  me  now  state  to  the  House,  very  briefly, 
my  own  impressions,  with  respect  to  this 
question.  As  respects  the  Pictou  Railway 
scheme  I can  only  say  that  I have  never  had 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Eastern  part 
of  the  Province;  my  connection,  outside  of  the 
city,  has  always  been  with  the  West;  and  my 
feeling  would  have  gone  in  favor  of  the  Trunk 
line,  or  the  Annapolis  Railway,  but  it  was 
very  evident  to  me  that  if  there  was  anything 
essen'ial  to  make  our  present  Railway  more 
remunerative,  it  was  the  extension  Eastward 
to  the  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  I felt  the 
full  importance  of  having  a railway  to  the 
borders  of  New  Bruuswick  and  the  West,  but 
at  the  same  time  I fel*  that  the  progress  aud 
resources  of  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Province, 
rendered  extension  to  Pictou  of  first  import- 
ance. More  than  that,  I felt  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  given  a pledge,  when  they  were  for- 
merly in  power,  that  they  would  proceed  with 
this  road  at  the  earliest  moment  the  finances 
of  the  country  warranted  it.  When  the  mea- 
sure had  passed  the  House,  I paid  little  atten- 
tion to  the  progress  of  the  road,  knowing  that 
it  was  in  th§  hands  of  one  of  the  ablest  gentle- 
men in  this  Souse,  the  member  for  the  County 
of  Pictou,  who  was  the  Commissioner 
of  Railways,  and  specially  interested  in  the 
' speedy  construction  of  the  road.  It  was  not 
long,  however,  beforelfound  that  the  contrac- 
tors were  coming  to  the  government  and  mak- 
ing complaints — that  they  couid  not  obtain 
labour,  for  it  was  not  iu  the  country.  The 
government  did  not  exhibit  any  determination 
to  act  stringently  with  these  men,  but  assisted 
them  as  far  as  they  could.  Labour  was  brought 
here,  and  I hoped  the  workg  would  Then  go  on 
satisfactorily,  but  it  was  soon  apparent  that  a 
failure  was  imminent.  Ope  contractor  gave 
up  his  contract,  and  then  the  government,  in 
accordance  with  law,  put  up  the  s-ction  to  ten- 
der again.  No  less  than  23  tenders  came  in, 
and  it  wa3  obvious  that  if  they  were  accepted, 
the  result  would  be  ruinous  to  the  couptry. 
Tne  expense  of  the  road  would  be  so  largely 
| increased  that  we  would  not  have  the  means 
to»make  arrangements  for  the  construction  of 
the  Annapolis  and  Trunk  railways.  Now  I 
would  ask  gentlemen  to  turn  their  attention  to 
| the  new  Provincial  Building  across  the  way; 
it  was  placed  by  the  late  government  in  the 
hands  of  as  able  men  as  can  be  found  in  Hali- 
fax, and  it  ought  to  have  been  finished  by  this 
time;  but  it  was  put  up  to  tender  and  contract, 
aDd  after  a time  the' contractor  found  be  could’ 
not  complete  the  work  at  th9  price  stipulated. 
The  building  has  again  been  put  up  to  tender 
and  the.  result  is  that  the  cost  is  largely  in- 
creased over  the  amount  at  which  it  was  sup- 
posed it  would  have  been  constructed.  This 
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is  an  illustration  which  will  enable  gen- 
tlemen to  see  what  would  have  been 
the  result  had  the  Pictou  Railway 
"been  a second  time  given  to  tender  and  con- 
tract. Un'ler  these  circumstances  two  mem- 
ber.? of  the  Government  went  over  the  line  and 
saw  that  years  would  elapse,  under  existing 
arrangements,  before  the  road  would  be  fin- 
ished. The  Chief  Engiueer  was  then  called 
upon  to  report  as  to  the  condition  of  the  work. 
His  report,  and  all  the  papers connueeted  with 
the  subject,  up  to  the  present  time,  are  now 
before  the  douse.  The  engineer  reported  that 
the  road  was  not  progressing  as  it  ought,  to  be. 
He  was  asked  to  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  contractors  and  release  their  sureties.  The 
hon.  member  for  Guysboro’  says  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  not  have  pursued  such  a 
course,  but  should  have  forced  them  to  go  on 
with  rhe  work,  or  come  upon  'their  sureties. 
We  know,  however,  that  some  such  plan  was 
tried  years  ago.  The  contractors  came  to  the 
House,  and  got  every  penny  they  asked;  and  a 
similar  result  would  have  happened  in  the 
case  of  the  Pictou  Railway  contractors  if  the 
course  suggested  by  the  hon.  member  had 
been  pursued.  We  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  take  the  whole  matter  into  our  own  hands. 
We  paid  the  contractors  for  the  work  they  had 
performed  and  discharged  them.  Mr.  Fleming 
then  went  on  with  the  work  for  some  time,  but 
it  was  very  soon  evident  that  this  course  would 
not  be  satisfactory.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  would  endeavor  to  allow  the 
impression  to  go  abroad  that  Mr.  Eiem 
ing  had  purposely  made  the  contracts  so 
hard  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  con- 
tractors to  go  on  with  their  work,  so 
that  he.  migH  get  the  contract.  But  if 
he  had  any  sinister  design  in  view,  would  he 
not  have  come  forward  himself  when  he  had 
driven  everybody  off  the  course,  and  offered 
to  take  the  contract.  The  fact  however  is,  that 
the  offer  first  came  from  the  Government. — 
Finding  it  imposed  upon  us  too  great  a respon- 
sibility to  carry  on  the  road,  as  a government 
work,  we  asked  Mr.  Fleming  if  he  would  be 
willing  to  undertake  it  himself  as  a contract- 
or. Having  considered  the  subject,  he  agreed 
to  perform  it  for  $100,000  less  than  $2,216,500 
— the  original  estimate.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  government  have  made  a bad  bargain;  I. 
shall  not  go  into  figures,  but  it  appears  to  me 
that  we  have  madea  satisfactory  arrangement 
in  obtaining  a superior  road  at  $100,000  less 
than  we  thought  it  would  have  cost  us  when 
the  original  estimate  was  made.  The  hon 
member  for  Colchester  denies  this,  and  says 
this  contract  was  based  upon  an  estimate  that 
was  not,  at  all  accurate,  and  that  we  . shall  get 
an  inferior  road  at  an  increased  price.  I can- 
not see  this.  But  as  far  as  I can  understand 
the  subject,  I believe  there  is  no  danger  of  Mr. 
F.eming  not  giving  us  a road  fully  equal  to 
what  has  been  expected  by  the  Province?  We 
know  that  the  portions  that  have  been  built 
are  of  a superior  character,  anti  that  Mr.  Fle- 
ming has  agreed  to  complete  the  whole  road 
in  the  same  style.  Mr.  McNab  corroborates 
the  opinion  in  his  report.  He  shows  more 
than  this:  he  shows  that  iVIr.  Fleming  has 
taken  the  contract  for  far  less  than  he 
should  have  taken  it,  and  that  if  he  suc- 
ceeds in  his  work,  it  is  through  his  superior 
skill  and  experience  as  an  Engineer.  Now 


this  Pictou  Railway  is  not  a new  story,  and 
we  have  had  other  Estimates  than  those  of 
Mr.  Fleming  and  Mr.  McNab  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Laurie  years  ago  estimated  the  cost  of  the 
road  at  £12,000  a mile,  or  £520,225,  in  luding 
rolling  stock.  This  remember  is  for  a road  to 
Abercrombie  Point,  several  miles  less  in  length 
than  the  one  that  is  now  to  be  constructed. 
Therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  the  bargain  we 
have  now  made  is  an  excellent  one,  when  coim 
pared  with  that  estimated  by  Mr.  Laurie.  As 
respects  the  legal  part  of  the  question,  I will 
frankly  say  that,  if  we  had  acted  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  letter  of  the  Statute,  we 
should  have  again  put  the  road  to  contract, 
but  we  felt  if  we  had  done  so  the  interests  of 
the  Province  would  have  suffered.  The  ne- 
cessities of  the  case  obliged  us  to  pursue  the 
course  we  have.  As  respects  the  statement 
that  there  is  nqt  sufficient  supervision  of  the 
work,  let  me  answer  thatth-re  will  be  Inspec- 
tors on  that  road,  such  as  no  man  ever  had  be- 
fore. Every  disappointed  contractor  will  ap- 
point himself  supervisor  of  the  character  of  the 
work  done  by  Mr.  Fleming,  and  not  the  slight- 
est change  or  accident  will  occur  without  being 
duly  reported  in  the  public  press.  Some  years 
ago  I had  a seat  as  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Railway  Board  myself,  and  who  does  not  re- 
collect that  nothing  whatever  could  then  hap- 
pen on  the  road— not  a slide  occur,  not  an  en- 
gine slip  off  the  track,  not  a stone  fall  from  the 
culvert,  but  the  facts  were  paraded  at  once  in 
the  “Morning  Chronicle.”  So  we  may  he 
sure  that  there  will  b9  people  found  ready 
enough  to  carry  intelligence  to  the  same  quar- 
ter, whenever  they  have  discovered  anything 
worth  telling  against  Mr.  Fleming  and  the 
government  will  be  held  responsible.  But 
then,  says  the  hon.  member  for  Guysboro 
the  railway  is  to  be  finished  at  the  time  when 
another  general  election  is  to  come  off.  All  I 
can  say  is  that  from  the  outset  the  government 
have  been  sincerely  desirous  of  having  the 
line  completed  as  soon  as  possible— previous 
to  the  Spring  of  1867  if  practicable.  But  then 
there  is  this  dreadful  secresy  used  by  the  gov- 
ernment. It  is  very  satisfactory  to  know  that 
a government  can  keep  a secret.  The  course 
pursued  by  us  was  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  the  public  interests,  and  the  moment,  the 
house  met,  we  came  here  and  made  the  fullest 
explanations  on  the  subject.  If  the  govern- 
ment had  attempted  to  keep  the  whole  facts  of 
the  case  from  the  knowledge  of  the  country, 
then  there  might  have  been  some  reason  for  the 
statements  made  by  hon.  gentlemen.  The  great 
object  with  the  government  is  to  have  the  road 
built  as  well  and  cheaply  and  expeditiously  as 
possible.  We  all  know  that  its  completion 
will  largely  facilitate  the  large  mining  opera- 
tions that  are  now  in  progress  in  Pictou  Couu- 
ty.  But  we  are  told  by  the  hon.  member  for 
North  Colchester  that  this  is  such  an  unpopu- 
lar government,  and  a good  deal  has  been  said 
ou  this  point#  This,  so  far  as  I can  see,  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  at  issue,  but 
suppose  it  is  so,  which  I am  not  prepared  to 
admit  so  far  as  my  constituents  are  concerned, 
let  me  observe  that  if  to  carry  out  measures  of 
great  public  importance,  such  as  no  govern- 
ment ever  attempted  to  grapple  w<th  before — 
to  improve  the  education  of  the  country 
and  to  advance  its  material  and  social  welfare 
in  every  way  possible— brings  unpopularity, 
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then  I do  not  regret  it.  If  the  great  questions 
that  have  been  discussed  in  this  bouse  are  to 
destroy  the  government,  then  let  it  be  so.  I 
shall  feel  at  all  events  that  we  have  done  our 
duty.  Again  the  hon.  member  for  Guysboro’ 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  a lawyer  deal- 
ing with  questions  of  finance,  and  espe- 
cially referred  to  the  Financial  Secretary. 
All  i need  say  is,  that  if  success  in  financial 
administration  is  to  be  the  criterion,  then  the 
people  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  present  incumbent  o!  that  office.  He  may 
be  a lawyer,  but  he  is  able  to  show  that  the 
iiuances  of  the  country  were  never  in  a more 
prosperous  condition  thau  they  have  been  t'or 
the  past  two  years.  Xu  concluding  these  brief 
remarks,  I shall  only  add  that  the  present  was 
oue  of  those  grave  questions  where  the  govern- 
ment were  forced  to  assume  a large  amount  of 
responsibility.  Any  man  in  private  life,  situ- 
ated as  we  were,  would  have  acted  in  precise- 
ly the  same  manner.  And  I believe, when  the 
people  have  all  the  facts  before  them  and  un- 
derstand the  question  thoroughly,  they  will 
heartily  approve  of  the  course  we  have  pur- 
sued with  the  sole  view  of  promoting  the  best 
interests  of  the  country. 

Hon.  Pjlio.  Sec’Y.  said  that  as  there  appear- 
ed to  be  a difference  of  opinion  between  the 
bon.  member  for  Inverness  (Mr.  Blanchard) 
and  the  hon  member  for  .Halifax  (Mr.  Shan- 
non) as  to  the  opiuious  of’  hon.  Mr.  MeCully, 
he  would  read  from  the  official  report  of  the 
debates  of  the  Legislative  Council  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  speech  of  that  hon.  gen- 
tleman : — 

■‘Hon.  Mr.  Me  Cully  was  bound  to  confess  that,  in 
the  main  f uture*  of  the  transaction,  which  had  just 
boon  detailed,  the  Government  had  discharged  the 
dirty  devolving  on  them  with  a degree  of  despat  h 
which  did  tuem  great  credit.  His  (Mr  McC.’s.)  ac- 
quaintance with  ti  ese  public  works  was  such,  that  he 
was  not  surprised  to  hud  that  contracts  had  been 
taken  by  some  cf  these  contractors,  which  in  their 
hands  would  be  disastrous  to  them-eives.  but  in  the 
hands  of  experienced  men  woifd  be  profitable,  lie 
was  glad  that  the  Government  had  assumed  the  re- 
sponsibility <>f  putting  the  road  through  to  Pictou  in 
the  most  efficieiuus  manner." 

Again,  on  a subsequent  occasion,  the  hon. 
gentleman  hod  observed: — 

“ Hon.  Mr.  MeCully  wished  to  put  himself  right 
with  rega  it>  the  Pictou  railway.  The  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  i h it.  road  was  originally  made  from  a 
carenihy  p>vp  r d de.-cription  of  the  quality  of  road 
built  Ur.  Fleming  estimated  it  to  cost  $2  H6  - 
000— he  put  that  as  a maximum.  The  work  was  lei 
under  Mr.  Fleming’s  own  specification,  and  he  went 
on  until  sever  1 of  the  contractors  b°came bankrupts, 
and  it  was  evident  the  work  could  not  be  finished  by 
them  Mr.  Fleming  was  then  asked  if  he  would  un- 
r erta'-e  the  whole  work,  and  he  had  agreed  to  do  it 
for  $2,116  000,  and  the  Government  gave  him  the  con- 
tract at  that  rate.  The  only  allegation  that  c uld  be 
made  against  the  Government  for  doing  this,  was 
that  th-*  contracts  should  have  been  rel-t.  If  the 
Government  had  no  more  sins  to  atone  for  than  this, 
he  should  make  no  complaint,  against  them,  lie 
wished  that  they  stood  as  well  withregaid  to  Heir 
other  railway  contracts." 

It,  would  he  seen,  therefore,  added  the  Prov. 
Secretary  that  the  hon.  member  for  t alifax 
would  have  beeu  justified  in  using  stronger 
language  than  the  very  guarded  expressions 
he  had  actually  used. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  he  did  not  under 
staud  why  the  hen.  Prov.  Sec.  should  inter- 
pose his  championship  of  his  friends  in  th  q 


way  he  was  constantly  doing.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Halifax  had  not  expressed  himself 
guardedly  on  the  subject,  hut  had  said  that 
Hon.  Mr.  MeCully  had  fully  endorsed  the 
course  of  the  Government  both  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  and  in  the  Press.  The  fact  was 
the  hon.  gentleman  in  question  had  spoken 
with  this  condition,  that  the  arrangement 
might  be  a good  one  if. the  road  was  built  as 
under  the  original  specification.  The  Unionist 
had  denounced  t he  appointment  of  Mr.  McNab 
as  most  injudicious.  Mr.  MeCully  approved 
only  of  a part  of  what  they  had  done,  and  ex- 
pressed his  fear  that  they  had  not  observed 
the  neeessarv  checks  and  guards. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shauuon  said  he  was  of  the  im- 
pression that  he  had  not  used  the  language 
attributed  to  him  by  the  hon.  member  for  In- 
verness. 

SPEECH  OF  HON.  ME.  MCFAELANE. 

Hon.Mr.  McFariAne  said:  This  debate  has 
already  proceeded  to  such  a length  as  to  re- 
mind us  of  the  long  discussions  of  former 
years.  The  hon.  member  for  Colchester  has 
thought  it  necessary  to  lead  on  an  attack  against 
the  government,  and  used  language  that  was 
by  no  means  worthy  cf  one  bolding  so  promi- 
nent a position  in  the  Legislature.  I can  only 
say,  however,  as  a member  of  the  government, 
that  I do  not  regret  that  this  attack  lias  been 
made  on  the  present  occasion.  It  bag  been 
openly  promulgated  through  this  country  that 
the  government  had  bartered  away  the  public 
interests — that  they  had  made  arrangements 
to  put  money  into  the  pockets  of  the  con  ract- 
or,  at  the  expense  of  the  country.  The  result 
of  this  debate,  I confidently  believe,  will  be  to 
dissipate  any  misconception  that  m y have 
existed  in  respect  to  the  character  of  this  ar- 
rangement. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  my  knowledge  that 
a government  in  this  country  has  been  chai’ged 
with  flagr.  nt  corruption.  The  hon  leader  of 
the  Opposition  did  not  do  more  than  insinuate 
it,  but  the  hon.  member  for  North  Colchester, 
(Mr.  McLelan)  came  forward  and  asserted 
without  hesitation  that  there  was  something 
very  bad  in  the  affair — he  would  lead  the 
house  to  believe  that  the  country  was  in  a 
most  dangerous  position  whilst  the  present  go- 
vernment .administered  its  affairs — that  we 
ought  to  be  in  the  culprit’s  box  instead  of 
holding  our  present  position.  1c  is  said  wo 
have  violated  the  law.  This  I deny;  but  I 
cannot  see  how  we  could  have  made  any  otlier 
arrangement  that  would  have  protected  the 
people’s  interests  so  effectually.  Suppose 
when  the  contractors  stated  to  the  govermenu 
that  they  could  not  keep  their  engagements — 
suppose  when  we  found  that  if  we  re-let  the 
road  under- the  second  tenders  offered,  the  cost 
would  have  been  increased  to  the  exent  of 
$200  000  ; Mr.  Fleming  bad  come  forward  and 
expressed  bis  willingness  to  do  the  work  for 
the  price  he  has  now  contracted  for.  Suppose 
we  had  refused  his  offer,  and  then  the  Legis- 
lature met,  and  the  hon  member  for  South 
Colchester  asked  us  to  lay  on  the  table  all  the 
papers  connected  with  the  construction  of  the 
Pictou  railway,  including  the  private  offer  by 
Mr.  Fleming,  then  I would  like  t,o  see  any  Gov- 
ernment endeavoring  to  shelt  tr  themselves  un- 
der the  plea  that  theycould  not  accept  an  offer  so 
advantageous  to  the  Province  becauseit  might 
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be  in  violation  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  although 
within  its  liberal  construction.  It  would  be 
said  that  we  had  imposed  heavy  burthens 
upon  the  people  under  the  pretence  of  observ- 
ing the  law.  In  what  position  would  a man 
stand  in  this  country  under  circumstances 
such  as  these?  The  government,  I contend, 
have  acted  as  they  ought  in  the  peculiar  sit- 
uation in  which  they  were  placed.  The  hon. 
member  for  Inverness  gave  up  live  whole  case 
when  he  acknowledged  that  nothing  would 
justify  the  government  “ except  the  peculiar 
circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed  ” 
Reference  has  be^n  made  to  the  contract  for  the 
Provincial  building  across  the  way.  Suppose 
when  the  contract  was  given  up,  another  con- 
tractor came  forward  and  said  he  would  show 
us  how  to  save  a large  sum  of  money.  Would 
we  be  justified  in  accepting  another  tender? 
Would  not  the  Commissioners  be  authorised 
to  close  with  an  offer  that  was  most  advanta- 
geous to  the  Province,  even  if  it  was  not  in 
strict  accordance  with  law.  , In  all  cases 
where  the  government  feel  that  they  can  save 
the  public  money  they  are  justified  in  assum- 
ing such  a responsibility  as  we  have  now  taken 
and  rely  upon  the  Legislature  to  sustain  them. 
That  is  the  position  which  the  government  oc- 
cupy, and  I believe  it  will  be  found  that  we 
have  ensured  the  speedy  construetio  1 of  the 
line  to  Pictou,  at  a far  ehfcaper  rate  than  we 
had  reason  to  hope  for  under  all  the  circum- 
stances. 1 believe  if  we  had  not  accepted  Mr. 
Fleming’s  offer  but  had  gone  on  with  the 
road  under  contract,  or  as  a government  work, 
the  cost  would  have  be  u so  greatly  enhanced 
as  to  prevent  us  entering  into  arrangements 
for  the  railway  to  Annapolis  and  to  the  bor- 
ders ot  New  Brunswick. 

The  hon.  member  for  North  Colchester  spoke 
in  quite  a theatrical  style.  Be  depicted  all 
the  misfortunes  that  had  fallen  on  the  con- 
tractors in  a most  touching  manner — alluded 
to  starving  families,  and  aged  heads  bowed 
with  grief  and  poverty.  I could  not  think 
that  such  things  would  happen  in  the  chari- 
table couni y of  Pictou,  and  was  therefore  not 
surprised  when  looking  at  the  hon.  member 
for  East  Pictou,  I found  his  countenance  un- 
usually radiant,  as  if  he  were  much  amused  at 
the  tragic  vein  of  the  hon.  gentleman.  Then,  I 
said  to  myself,  these  poor  contractors  are  quite 
safe.  Who  does  not  know  that  these  contrac- 
tors came  to  the  .government  day  after  day 
and  stated  the  difficulties  of  the  situation  in 
which  they  were  placed — that  if  they  were 
driven  on  with  the  work,  they  would  be  hope- 
lessly ruined.  Why  did  you  not  enforce 
the  contracts,  says  one  hon.  gentleman,  or 
come  upon  the  sureties.  If  we  had  come  upon 
the  sureties,  would  that  have  forced  the  con- 
tractors to  clo  work  which  they  had  not  the 
means  to  perform.  They  had  reached  the  li- 
mit of  exhaustion,  and  could  not  be  forced  to 
go  any  further.  Even  if  the  contractors  could 
have  gone  on  with  the  work,  it  must  have  been 
in  such  a manner  as  to  delay  the  completion 
of  the  road  for  years.  I have  no  fear  of  the 
disapprobation  of  the  people  when  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  question  are  fully  explain- 
ed to  them,  and  they  are  enabled, to  look  at  it 
in  its  true  light.  When  the  people  of  Pictou 
see  that  the  pledge  given  to  them— that  they 
would  have  a superior  road  opened  at  an  ear- 
ly period— is  redeemed  they  will  justify  the 


action  of  the  government,  as  having  been  done 
in  the  interests  of  the  Province.  Let  it  be  re- 
member’d too,  that  in  making  this  arrangement, 
we  have  placed  ourselves  in  a position  to 
make  that,  farther  extension  of  our  railways, 
West  and  North,  that  is  so  earnestly  desired  by 
the  people  of  this  Province. 

I believe  that  the  time  spent  in  this  debate 
has  not.  been  thrown  away,  for  the  reason  I 
gave  before,  that  it  will  relieve  the  country 
from  the  misapprehension  that  may  have  ex- 
isted in  the  minds  of  many  persons,  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  contract  with  Mr.  Fleming  I 
have  no  intention  of  following  gentlemen  into 
the  labyrinth  of  figures  into  which  they  have 
gone.  It  is  sufficient  for  me,  as  I believe  it, 
will  be  sufficient  for  the  country  to  know,  that 
the  sum  we  are  to  have  the  Pictou  line  con- 
structed for  is  below  what  any  one  thought,  it 
would  be  done  for.  Gentlemen  are  aware  that 
Mr.  Laurie  estimated  a road  to  Abercrombie 
Point,  of  less  length  than  the  present  line, 
would  cost  upwards  of  Two  Million  of  Dol- 
lars. The  present  road  is  not  only  longer  and 
superior,  but  is  carried  through  a section  of 
the  country  of  a character  most  difficult  for 
railway  operations,  for  the  purpose  of  deve- 
loping a large  coal  trade.  L Therefore  think 
that  the  government  will  have  no  cause  to  re- 
gret the  course  they  have  pursued  in  a mat- 
ter with  which  the  people’s  interests  are  so 
deeply  connected.  • 

SPEECH  OP  ME.  M'EAY. 

Me.  McKay. — The  matter  which  has  been 
before  the  House  for  the  past  few  days  has 
elicited  a good  deal  of  comment  from  those 
who  have  given  it  their  attention.  It  appears 
to  be  the  opinion  of  many  that  something  is 
wrong  in  connection  with  the  Railway,  and 
my  own  knowledge  of  the  matter  has  led  me 
to  some  extent  to  take  the  same  view  At,  the 
same  time  I do  not  go  as  far  as  some  who  have 
spoken.  I wish  to  lay  the  blame  where  it 
properly  belongs,  f do  not  lay  much  of  the 
blame  upon  the  Government,  for  I believe 
that  they  have  been  led  into  the  difficulty  by 
their  subordinate  officer.  Mr.  Fleming  appears 
to  me  to  have  acted  throughout  as  if  he  were 
the  Government.  Some  time  ago  I made  the 
Government  acquainted  with  the  fact  that 
there  was  something  wrong  in  connect, ion  with 
our  Railway,  but  receiving  no  answer  I did 
not  speak  again  on  the  subject  till  i came  to- 
Halifax,  and  was  informed  that  Mr.  Fleming 
was  the  contractor.  At,  the  outsell  will  re- 
mark that  the  bouse  is  ■ aware  that  I dis- 
approved of  the  manner  in  which  the  location 
of  the  line  was  determined.  I always  had  con- 
fidence in  Mr.  Laurie  as  an  engineer,  and  as 
an  honest  and  practical  man;  if  I had  been 
consulted  he  would  have  been  the  gentleman 
employed  and  not  Mr.  Fleming,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  credentials' whicii  the  latter  may. 
possess.  Credentials  on  paper  are  very  good, 
but  an  engineer  in  theory  and  an'  engineer  in 
practice  are  very  different,  and  that  Mr.  Flem- 
ing is  a practical  engineer  remains  to  be 
proved  I must  say  that,  I think  the  law 
which  passed  in  1864  in  connection  with  this 
extension  has  been  ignored.  Mr.  Fleming,  in 
urging  the  adoption  of  the  present  route  stated, 
among  other  reasons,  that  it,  w<>uld  save  the 
buiiding  of  half  a mile  < f road,  and  the  erec- 
1 tion  of  an  expensive  bridge,  in  view  of  future 
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eastern  extension,  and  it  is  possible,  that  in 
the  course  of  time,  the  line  to  Fisher’s  Grant 
may  meet  that  object,,  but  for  the  purposes 
contemplated  by  the  Legislature  iu  extending 
the  road  to  Pictou  harbor,  such  a course  was 
altogether  unnecessary,  arid  1 think  that  an 
engineer  who  would  locate  the  line  with  a 
view  to  such  remote  benefits  is  not  the  man 
we  require.  Another  reason  given  for  the  lo- 
cation was  that  the  shipping  facilities  at  Fish- 
er’s Grant  were  superior.  But  such  is  not  the 
case,  because  the  chart  shows  that  the  deep 
water  at  Abercrombie  Point  is  nearer  the 
shore.  I asked  Mr.  Fleming  myself  if  he 
sounded  the  water  at  Fisher’s  Grant,  or  at  the 
place  where  the  wharf  and  terminus  are  to  be 
built,  and  his  reply  was,  that  he  had  not  done 
so,  and  could  not  fell  the  depth  although  it  is  a 
fact  that  it  will  take  a pier  half  a mile  long  to 
enable  large  vessels  to  be  loaded.  These  rea- 
sons then  were  not  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  to 
justify  the  choice.  Again  on  this  line  No  8, 
after  7 or  8 miles  had  been  located  a portion  of 
ti  e line,  for  a considerable  distance,  was  aban- 
doned altogether,  which  should  not  have  been 
the  case  if  Mr.  Fleming  had  carefully  examined 
all  the  lines  as  he  said  he  had  done. 

The  Report  of  Mr.  Fleming  on  the  24th  of 
November  states  the  cost  of  the  road,  describ- 
ing the  several  species  of  work  at  $2,216,500, 
hut  on  the  6 h April,  1865,  be  made  a Report 
stating  that  the  road  was  reduced  in  quality 
and  quantity  so  as  to  bring  the  expenditure  as 
near  two  millions  as  possible,  and  he  said  then 
that  he  had  already  reduced  the  grades  and 
curves  so  as  to  make  the  amount  if  not  within 
at  least  not  greatly  to  exceed  that  sum.  I do 
not  see  why  Mr.  Fleming  in  his  future  letters 
made  use  of  that  sum  $2,216,500.  If  he  had 
offered  to  take  $100,000  within  that  last  esti- 
mate (2,000,000)  he  would  have  been  acling 
with  consistency.  So  soon  as  1 glanced  at  the 
figures  I saw  that  there  was  an  attempt  to 
mystify,  and  I think  that  whether  intention- 
ally or  not,  Mr.  Fleming  has  succeeded  in  mys- 
tifying the  Gov’t.  In  considering  Mr.  Laurie’s 
estimate  we  must  compare  the  road  contem- 
plated by  him  with  that  which  Fleming  con- 
tracts for.  Mr.  Laurie’s  line  would  be,  with 
the  branch  to  the  loading  ground,  in  rouadnum- 
bers  43  miles.  I will  refer  also  to  the  items,  be- 
cause I thiak  it  was  disingenuous  iu  the  Rail- 
way Commissioner  in  telling  us  that  Laurie’s 
estimate  was  for  £12  000  per  mile,  not  to  refer 
to  those  items.  Mr.  Laurie’s  estimate  is  es 
folio  ws : — 


Grading  m isonry,  and  bridging £308,575 

47  miles  of  railway  superstructure,  including 

an  allowance  oi  miles  for  siding, — 

£2400 112,800 

Station  building  and  fixtures 8 500 

Locomotive  engine*  and  cars 34.850 

Wha  ves  and  ffrry  boats 8 000 

Contingencies,  including  engineering 32  500 

Add  interest  during  construction 35  000 


£520,225 

The  above  estimate  includes  the  40£  miles 
of  rc  ad  from  Truro  t.o  Abercrombie  Point, 
with  a branch  of  2J-  mile*  to  the  Coal  Load- 
ing Ground;  also  wharf  and  Perry  accom- 
modation at  Piutcu. 

Deduct  from  this  sum  what  Hr.  Fleming 
is  not  requ  red  to  furnish  by  his  contract:— 


Locomotive  engines  and  cars £34,850 

Interest  during  construction 35,000 

69,850 


£450,375 

The  road  contemplated  to  be  built  for  the 
above  estimate,  would  1>9  superior  to  the  rail- 
way already  built  within  the  Province,  in  re- 
spect to  gradients  anfi.  curvature,  and  also 
greatly  superior  to  the  road  to  be  built  by  Mr. 
Fleming.  The  heaviest  grade  on  Mr.  Laurie’s 
line  is  51£  feet  per  mile  for  3 miies,  and  with 
the  exception  of  one  more  mile,  which  is  44 
feet,  the  rest  of  the  line  ranges  below  30  feet 
per  mile,  and  the  least  radius  of  curvature  is 
1500  feet,  while  Mr.  Fleming’s  line,  according 
to  his  own  report  of  6'»h  April,  1865,  shows  that 
there  are  8£  miles  with  grades  varying  from  50 
to  64  feet  per  mile,  and  7 more  utiles  w;th  grades 
from  40  to  50  feet  per  mile;  and  least  radius  of 
curvature,  600  feet— less  than  one  half  of  that 
of  Mr.  Laurie’s — which  proves  clearly  to  any 
intelligent  mind  the  superiority  of  the  line  Mr. 
Laurie  contemplated  to  build  for  £10  473  per 
mile,  deducting  all  the  other  items  included  iu 
his  estimate,  which  Mr.  Fleming  is  not  to  fur- 
nish. 

I take  for  granted  that  the  excavations,  em- 
bankments and  slopes  are  considered  the  same 
in  both  estimates.  The  rail  in  Mr.  Laurie’s  is 
to  weigh  63  lbs  per  lineal  yard,  and  the  bal- 
lasting for  the  superstructure  to  He  2^  feet  deep, 
or  4800  cubR  yard  per  mile,  which  quantity  he 
considers  necessary,  on  a road  well  drained, 
to  secure  the  safety  of  the  road  from  heaving 
by  frost  in  this  climate.  The  rail  to  be  fur- 
nisbed  by  Mr.  Fleming  is  to  be  only  56  lbs  per 
lineal  yard,  and  ballasting  3000  cubic  yards  per 
mile. . The  difference  in  the  rail  amounts  to  11 
tons  per  mile,  @ $48  per  ton,  making  a saving 
of  $528  per  miie,  or  $26,000  on  the 50  miles.  Also 
the  difference  in  the  reduction  of  the  ballast  is 
1800  cubic  yards  per  mile,  @ 40  cents  per  mile, 
or  $36, 070  on  the  entire  line.  By  these  two 
items  Mr.  Fleming  saves  $62  000. 

Mr.  Fleming  is  to  build  48|  miles,  according 
to  his  own  report,  for  $2,11 6,500, ♦qual  to  £10,- 
798  per  mile.  Deducting  the  above  amount  of 
$62,000  from  Mr.  Laurie’s  estimate,  it  reduces 
bis  price  per  mile  to  £10,183,  or  £615  per  mile 
less  than  Mr.  Fleming’s  proposed  road.  But 
it  must  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Laurie’s  esti- 
mate contemplated  a road  with  excavations 
from  22  to  24  feet  in  width,  while  Mr.  Flem- 
ing’s is  considerably  less,  and  his  slopes  were 
to  be  2 to  1,  while  Mr.  Fleming’s  are  only  1£  to 
1.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  Mr.  Laurie’s 
would  give  us  a road  greatly  superior  to  the 
present  lines  in  regard  to  fut.ure-upbolder.ee  at 
a sum  of  £615  per  mile  less  than  Mr.  Fleming’s. 
I have  figures  also  to  shew  the  cost  of  the 
road  already  built  and  they  will  shew  that 
notwithstanding  the  work  was  at  that  time 
new,  and  a good  deal  of  extravagance  resulted 
from  waut  of  experience,  that  road  was  cheap- 
er than  the  one  to  be  built  by  Fleming.  The 
Attorney  General  has  said  that  the  number  of 
iron  bridges  would  make  a considerable  differ- 
ence, but  there  are  only  two  iron  girder  bridges 
in  the  line  to  Pictou,  and  after  making  the  ne- 
cessary deductions  I find  the  cost  to  be  £9396 
per  mile.  A memorandum  relative  to  Mr. 
Reekie’s  offer  bus  been  referred  to,  and  in 
looking  at  that  I find  it  stated  that  the  Pictou 
rea  l equipped  with  rollkig  stock  was  to  cost 
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"but  two  millions;  this  led  me  to  think  that  Mr. 
Fleming  was  attempting  to  mystify  the  Go- 
vernment. The  construction  may  proceed  sat- 
isfactorily, hut  if  so  we  will  have  to  thank 
the  inspection  of  it  and  not  Mr.  Fleming.  I 
believe  that  the  government  are  desirous  of 
seeing  that  the  contract  is  fairly  carried 
out.  There  is  something  extraordinary 
in  Mr.  Fleming’s  offer,  to  which  I wish 
to  call  attention: — After  he  got  the  works 
into  his  hands  as  engineer,  last  fall,  he  carried 
them  on  in  the  most  expensive  way, — he  built 
a shed  over  one  culvert  208  feet  by  30  feet  wide, 
and  carried  on  the  masonry  work  when  the 
thermometer  was  20  and  26  below  zero,  but  no 
sooner  was  the  contract  signed  than  this  was 
stopped.  As  far  as  section  No.  6 is  concerned, 
not  a cubic,  yard  has  been  removed  since  he 
obtained  the  contract.  That  is  a matter  abomt 
which  the  government  should  enquire.  As 
for  the  inspection  of  Mr.  McNab,  I must  say 
that  the  report  which  he  gave,  considering  the 
short  time  he  bad  for  investigation,  is  one  that 
I should  have  been  ashamed  of.  If  he  had 
gone  over  the  ground  he  could  have  under- 
stood what  he  should  report,  but  as  it  was  he 
could  state  nothing  except  what  was  dictated 
by  Mr.  Fleming;  such  a report,  I think,  is  not 
at  all  creditable  to  him.  I had  intended  to 
have  gone  fully  into  figures,  but  I will  detain 
the  house  no  longer,  and  will  leave  gentlemen 
to  examine  for  themselves.  I will  only  say 
further  that  I am  very  sorry  that  in  this  case  I 
cannot  support  the  government,  for  i believe 
that,  they  desired  to  do  what  was  right.  The 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Archibald  commends 
itself  to  my  judgment,  because  I consider  that 
it  was  improper  for  Mr.  Fleming,  whose  pow- 
er on  the  railway  works  have  always  been  too 
arbitrary  to  become  the  contractor,  and  be- 
cause the  precedent  which  the  government 
has  set  is  dangerous  to  the  future  interests  of 
the  country. 

The  Bouse  then  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  28. 

The  honse.-met  at  11  o’clock. 

Several  bills  passed  a second  reading. 

On  motion  ot  Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  Mr. 
John  Campbell  was  appointed  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  supply,  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Caldwell. 

Mr.  Robicheau  introduced  a hill  to  incor- 
porate tne  Middle  River  Breakwater  and  Pier 
Company. 

THE  ESTIMATES. 

Hon  Attorney  General  said:— I was  in 
hopes  a few  days  ago  that  the  departmental  of- 
ficer, whose  duty  it  was  to  have  brought  for- 
ward the  financial  statement  for  the  year, 
would  have  been  in  his  place  before  the  time 
bad  arrived  when  it  would  be  practicable  to 
lay  them  before  the  house;  we  would  then  have 
had  the  benefit  of  the  experience  of  a gentle- 
man who  has  made  himself  familiar  with  all 
the  details  of  the  department,  and  who  would 
have  dealt  with  the  subject  in  a manner  that 
cannot  be  expected  from  me.  I have  to  ask 
the  indulgence  of  gentlemen  on  all  sides,  in 
consideration  of  the  fact  that,  in  addition  to 
my  absence  from  the  Province,  my  other  du- 
ties have  so  pressed  upon  me  that  I have  been 
unable  to  give  those  puatters  the  minute  inves- 
tigation which  is  necessary  to  present  them  in 


a way  that  gentlemen  would  have  a right  to 
expect  from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment. I now  ask  leave  to  lay  upon  the  table 
the  estimates  of  revenue  and  expenditure  for 
the  current  year.  These  show  as  follows: — 

Assets  30th  Sept.,  1865,  from  the  usual 

sources $-199,139.42 

Liabilities  of  Province,  30th  Sept,.  ’65.450,838.59 


Bala'nce  of  Assets,  30th  Sept.,  1865 47,300.83 

PROBABLE  REVENUE  OF  1866. 
Customs  & Excise  Duties  $1,200,000.00 


Light  Duty 38  000.00 

Casual  Revenue 70,000.00 

Crown  Lands 45,000.00 

Gold  Fields 20,000.00 

H ospital  for  Insane 20,000  00 

Post  Office  Revenue 30,000.00 

Railway  Revenue 200,000.00 

Canada,  New  Brunswick,  & 

P.  E.  Island 4.500.00 

Great  liritain,  for  Sable  Island  2,000  00 

Board  of  Revenue 2,000.00 

1,631,500.00 


$1,678,800.83 

ESTIMATED  EXPENDITURE  EOR  1866. 

Authorized  by  existing  Laws $564  585.00 

To  be  voted  by  the  Legislature 1,065  589.00 


$1,630,174.00 

It  will  be  seen  that  I have  estimated  as 
derivable  from  Customs  and  Excise  duties 
$1,200,000,  the  estimate  of  last  year  was  only 
$920,000  hut  it  exceeded  that  and  produced 
$1,047,891  so  that  my  estimate  is  about  $153,000 
more  than  the  actual  income  of  1865,  and  I 
may  say  I think  we  can  safely  put  it  at  that 
for  up  to  the  present  time  s x months  of  the 
financial  year  have  almost  expired  and  the 
returns  shew  an  excess  of  the  receipts  of  last 
year  by  $10,000.  It  may  be  supposed  by  some 
that  before  the  year  has  expired  the  failure  to 
renew  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  may  to  some 
extent  affect  our  trade,  and  by  reducing  our 
exports  may  affect  our  imports.  Ido  not  think 
however  that  we  have  any  great  reason  to  fear 
any  such  change  arising  to  affect  our  revenue 
very  largely  before  tbe  30th  September.  We 
will  not  I tilink  be  in  a position  to  judge  of  the 
results  attending  the  failure  of  the  efforts  to 
renew  that  treaty  before  the  expiration  of 
another  year  and  by  that  time  we  will  be  iu 
possession  of  all  the  information  necessary  to 
deal  deliberately  with  the  whole  subject. 

It  has  often  been  alleged  that  the  duties  on 
such  luxuries  as  spirits,  wines,  and  tobacco, 
were  too  low,  but  hitherto  we  have  not  been  in 
a position  to  raise  them,  because  their  low 
prices  elsewhere  would  offer  inducements  to 
smuggling.  The  government  now  however 
taking  into  consideration  the  changes  which 
have  occurred  in  the  United  States  have  deter- 
mined to  suggest  the  imposition  of  higher  duties 
on  those  articles.  On  gin,  and  whiskey,  they 
propose  to  add  20  cents,  the  duty  formerly 
being  70  cents,  so  that  it  will  now  be  90  cents.— 
The  duty  on  rum,  was  40  cents,  we  propose  to 
add  35  cents;— the  duty  ou  brandy  and  cordials 
was  90  cents,  we  propose  to  add  30  cents; — 
to  the  duty  on  spirits  and  strong  waters 
we  propose  to  add  25  cents.  On  wines 
viz.:  hock,  constantia,  malmsey,  catawba, 
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burgundy,  hermitage,  moselle  and]  cham- 
pagne, we  propose  to  add  50  cents  per 
dozen,  making  the  duty  $3,  all  other  wines  in 
bottles  of  five  bottles  to  the  gallon  to  be  raised 
from  $1.50  to  $2  00.  Port,  sherry,  madeira  and 
all  other  but  French  wines  in  wood  which  were 
60  cents  per  gallon  we  propose  to  raise  to  75 
cents,  and  French  wines  are  to  be  put  at  40  cts. 
per  gallon.  This  change  I think  will  have  the 
effect  of  changing  the  character  of  the  wines 
imported,  doing  away  with  the  inferior  wines 
under  £24  per  pipe,  'it  has  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  government  that  pretty  extensive 
operations  have  been  carried  on  under  this 
clause  of  the  former  act  by  persons  having  in- 
voices to  suit  the  reduced  rate, — wines  have 
been  introduced  which  contain  very  little  juice 
of  the  grape.  A gentleman  not  long  ago  in- 
formed us  that  having  obtained  an  analysis  of 
wine  which  he  purposed  purchasing,  and  which 
appeared  remarkably  low,  he  found  that  it 
consisted  principally  of  alcohol,  having  a little 
flavoring,  but  having  no  juice  of  the  grape  at 
all.  This  article  is  permitted  to  come  in  and 
enter  into  consumption  at  Is.  3d.  per  gallon,  de- 
creasing the  revenue  and  imposing  upon  pur- 
chasers. In  addition  to  these  duties  ou  wines 
we  propose  to  add  5 cents  per  pound  ou  manu- 
factured tobacco,  and  4 cents  ou  unmanufac- 
tured. This  will  make  the  duty  on  the  former 
10  cents,  and  on  the  latter  5 cents.  As  to  the 
protection  thus  afforded  to  the  manufacturer, 
I find  that  the  other  articles  entering  into  the 
manufacture  yield  f per  cent.,  so  that  if  parties 
pay  an  excise  duty  of  one  cent,  and 
| per  pound  of  customs  duty,  he  gets  a draw- 
back of  about  one  cent,  which  is  very  little  j>ro- 
t*-ction  and  not  as  much  as  should  be  afforded; 
but.  by  the  alteration  he  will  have  a protection 
of  3f  cents.  The  leaf  tobacco,  it  is  said,  loses 
in  the  manufacture  from  \ to  taking  the 
smallest  sum  and  deducting  £ from  the  five 
cents  duty,  the  protection  will  be,  as  I have 
said,  3f  cents.  We  all  know  that  this  is  an  ar- 
ticle upon  which  every  country  collects  a large 
amount  of  revenue,  even  the  United  States, 
where  it  is  grown.  Last  year  the  importation 
amounted  to  about  760,000  pounds  of  tobacco, 
two  thirds  being  manufactured we  therefore 
got  the  duty  of  five  cents,  or  only  one-third  of 
this  quantity,  and  the  duty  on  the  rest  was  one 
cent.  It  has  been  considered,  as  I have  said, 
that  the  duties  on  the  article  have  been  too 
low ; and  that  the  wise  policy,  in  view  of  our 
financial  prospects,  will  be  to  raise  them.  I 
may  here  say  that  it  is  proposed  to  leave  the 
duties  on  all  other  articles  the  same  as  before 
the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  with  the  exception  of 
flour.  Under  the  old  act  flour  was  25  cents, 
and  pilot-bread  was  free;  but  on  revising  the 
tariff  we  thought  it  would  be  wrong  to  give  a 
bounty  against  our  own  bakers,  and  we  there- 
fore propose  to  add  20  cents  per  100  pounds  Qn 
bread,  flour  being  25  cents  per  barrel.  Fruit 
will  come  in  at  $1.00;  cheese  at  $1  per  hundred 
pounds;  butter,  $1.75  per  hundred  pounds;  beef 
and  pork  at  $1  per  barrel — these  being  the  old 
duties.  I have  made  a calculation  to  ascertain 
what  the  revenue  derivable  from  these  old  im- 
positions will  be,  and  have  estimated  it  by  the 
quantities  oflast  year,  and  find  the  result  to  be 
$198,000,  while  the  new  duties  will,  l think, 
produce  $89,111.76,  giving  a total  of  $287,22904, 
as  the  increase  from  all  sources.  1 may  say 
here  that  the  results  of  the  last  six  months’ 


trade  give  every  reason  to  believe  that  these 
anticipations  will  be  more  than  realized. 

I will  now  proceed  to  tbe*Es1imate  of  Ex- 
penditure. The  items  in  the  Civil  List  are  the 
same  as  before,  with  the  exception  of  the  pen- 
sion to  Judge  Halliburton.  For  agriculture  the 
amouut  authorized  by  law  is  $6,000,  and  on  ap- 
plication of  the  Board  $8,000  has  been  added 
for  a stock  farm,  making  $14,000  for  that  source. 
For  education,  in  addition  to  the  amount  au- 
thorized by  law  of  $120,400, 1 have  put  down 
for  King’s,  St.  Mary’s,  Horton  and  Acadia, 
Sackville  and  St.  Francis  Xaviers  Colleges  and 
Academies  $1,400  each,  for  Dalliousie  College, 
Pictou  Academy  and  Yarmouth  Academy  $1,- 
000  each,  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution 
$2,000,  Halifax  Grammar  School  $600,  repairing 
Model  School  $50,  Insurance  Normal  and 
Model  Schools  $65,  Teacher  of  music,  Normal 
School,  $100,  Industrial  School,  Pictou,  $100,' 
and  School  at  African  Settlement  $80,  making 
a total  for  education  of  $132,995.  For  Immigra- 
tion I have  put  down  to  be  voted  $5,000,  and  if 
this  be  too  small  it  can  be  provided  for  in  an  ad- 
ditional estimate.  For  the  Militia  Service  $78,- 
0U0  has  been  put  down,  but  it  was  intended  to 
make  this  $100,000,  and  I may  say  that  in  New 
Brunswick  the  grant  was  increased  from  $30,- 
000  to  $90,000,— the  outlay  here  will  not  be 
largely  in  excess  of  last  year,  but  something 
further  will  be  required.  For  the  protection  oi 
the  fisheries  we  have  put  in  $40,000,  and  for  an 
Engineer  to  take  Mr.  McNab’s  place  on  the 
Canal  and  other  public  works  $1 ,600.  We  next 
come  to  Navigation  Securities,  and  I must  say 
here  that  owing  to  applications  continuing  to 
come  in  up  to  the  last  moment  I have  not  been 
able  to  provide  in  detail  for  these  services, 
but  I have  put  down  for  St.  Peter’s  Canal 
$30,000  and  for  the  wharf  at  Port  Hood  $20,000. 
The  House  wdll  understand  that  the  mining 
interest  of  Cape  Breton  is  one  that  we  should 
not  neglect,  and  at  Cow  Bay,  the  necessities 
for  a breakwater  have  been  very  great.  Last 
year  $4000  was  appropriated  for  this  object, 
and  on  application  a like  sum  has  been  includ- 
ed in  this  estimate  to  complete  the  work  with 
the  understanding  that  no  further  vote  will  be 
asked,  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  enterprise 
having  expended  double  the  sum  we  have 
given.  This  work  will  not  only  afford  facili- 
ties for  the  shipment  of  coal,  but  will  afford 
shelter  to  all  vessels  resorting  thither.  I have 
then  put  down  $26,000  to  be  subdivided  among 
the  various  counties.  The  Revenue  expenses 


are  stated  as  follows: 

Authorized  by  law $13,350 

To  be  voted  for  Halifax  Department  $37,  125 
“ *•  Annapolis  County. .. . 780 

“ “ Antigonish 240 

“ “ Cape  Breton 1,300 

“ “ Colchester 480 

“ “ - Cumberland 1,000 

“ ‘ Digby 1,060 

* “ “ ' Guysboro’ 2,280 

“ “ Hants S80 

“ “ Halifax  (Tangier) 80 

“ ‘ Inverness 420 

“ “ Kings 580 

“ “ Lunenburg 820 

“ “ Pictou. 2 320 

“ “ Queen's 740 

“ “ Richmond 580 

“ “ Shelburne. 480 

“ “ Victoria 500 

“ “ Yarmouth 2,160  67,225 

“ “ Contingencies  &c 3,400  


$70,575 
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For  roads  and  bridges  the  same  sum  has 
been  put  down  as  last  year,  viz: — 

To  be  voted $160,000 

For  special  services  to  be  subdivided..  114,228 


, $274,228 

In  reference  to  the  Steamboat  and  Packet 
Services,  I would  remark  that  a gentleman 
trom  Quebec  applied  to  the  Government,  stat- 
ing that  a company  was  about  being  oreamsed 
to  put  on  the  line  between  Pictou  and  Quebec, 
two  first  class  sea  going  steamers,  to  leave 
Quebec,  touch  at  Shediae  and  Miramichi  and 
then  at  Piclou  making  the  run  to  PictoU  in  60 
hours,  that  in  addition  they  would  put  on  two 
smaller  boats  to  supply  the  traffic  of  the  Bays 
of  Canada  and  New  Bruuswick  and  he  shewed 
us  that  the  Canadiau  and  New  Brunswick 
Governments  had  given  a guarantee  of  support. 
We  have  accordingly  put  down  $5000  for  that 
subsidy.  The  grant  to  the  Guysboro’  packet 
we  have  thought  it  better  to  leave  out  of  this 
estimate  and  to  include  in  the  next,  The 
amount  voted  to  the  ferry  between  Low  Point 
and  Sydney  Mines  has  been  increased  to  $80. 
The  ferrymen  at  the  Gut  of  Canso  have  also 
applied  for  an  increase  owing  to  the  daily  mail 
to  Cape  Breton  and  in  the  sub-division  that 
can  be  provided  for.  Having  made  these  state- 
ments more  imperfectly  than  I could  have 
wished,  I now  ask  leave  to  lay  these  documents 
upon  the  table. 

Leave  was  granted  and  an  motion  the  papers 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Supply. 

The  House  adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  House  resumed  at  3 o’clock. 

Hon.  Puov.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  the  Report 
of  the  Indian  Commissioner.  Also  copies  of 
correspondence  relative  to  Briar  and  Seal 
Island  Lights. 

Mr.  Pryor  introducer}  an  act  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  Special  Constables  in  the 
city  of  Halifax. 

Mr.  McLelan  presented  a petition  for  aid  to 
open  a new  road  to  Londonderry. 

COMMITTEE  OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

On  motion  of  thehon.  Attorney  General  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  Mr.  John  Campbell  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Blanchard  alluded  to  the  high  duties 
proposed  to  be  placed  on  spirits  aud  to  the 
danger  that  it  might  induce  smuggling  of 
whiskey  from  Canada,  and  thereby  cause  a 
loss  instead  of  an  increase  of  revenue.  He 
referred  to  the  want  of  secrecy  in  connection 
with  the  changes  in  the  tariff.  A member  of 
the  House  had  bought  20  or  30  puncheons  of 
rum  within  the  past  few  days,  and  thereby 
cleared  .£14  on  each,  obviously  through  bis 
knowledge  of  the  change  of  duties.  A large 
quantity  of  wine  and  tobacco  had  also  chang- 
ed hands;  and  a merchant  in  the  city  had 
cleared  the  large  sum  of  £5600  on  an  operation 
in  rum  alone.  He  also  alluded  to  the  fact  that 
an  important  change  had  been  suddenly  made 
last  year  in  connection  with  mining  leases. — 
For  some  years  past  the  universal  rule  was 
adopted  that  no  man  should  receive  a second 
right  of  search  over  another  whilst  the  first 
held  good,  but  last  summer  the  city  had  been 
disturbed  from  its  ordinary  repose  by  the  fact 
being  made  known  that  this  rule  had  been 


reversed.  He  was  informed  that  when  the 
news  became  known  Hie  mining  office  was 
besieged  by  hundreds  of  persons  for  rights  of 
search.  He  thought  it  exceedingly  strange 
that  the  government  should  be  so  reticent  in 
some  matters,  and  yet,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  tariff,  allow  important  changes  to  leak  out 
in  an  underhand  manner. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  said  that  parties 
ought  to  be  on  the  look  out,  for  speculators  at 
a time  when  it  was  known  the  tariff  was  about 
undergoing  alteration.  The  very  fact  that  some 
Due  wanted  to  make  a large  purchase  of  a paf- 
ticular  article  should  have  induced  caution  on 
the  part  of  the  individual  who  held  the  goods. 
At  the  same  time  he  did  not  pretend  for  a mo- 
ment to  justify  the  action  that  may  have  been 
pursued  by  any  person  in  the  transactions  iu 
question.  The  Government  had  no  desire 
except  to  see  all  parties  placed  on  the  same 
footing,  and  any  gentleman  who  was  informed 
on  the  question  was  requested  to  keep  it  per- 
fectly secret  until  it  was  made  known  to  the 
House  and  country.  If  the  Government  had 
thought  that  any  gentleman  would  have  broken 
faith  with  them,  they  would  have  published 
immediately  a notification  of  the  contemplated 
changes  in  the  tariff.  As  respects  the  changes 
in  the  tenure  of  the  licenses,  the  Government 
took  the  only  mode  that  was  open  to  them,  of 
publishing  them  in  the  fioyal  Gazette  as  soon  as 
they  were  made*  He  did  not  fear  that  there 
would  be  any  smuggling  from  Canada  whilst 
the  inducements  to  smuggle  spirits  from  that 
colony  into  the  United  States  were  so  great. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  no  merchant  could  have 
anticipated  such  sweeping  changes  as  had 
been  made  in  the  tariff.  How  this  information 
got  abroad  be  of  course  could  not  say,  but 
apparently  it  must  have  been  in  a clandestine 
manner  that  could  not  be  justified.  He  fear- 
ed that  much  smuggling  would  take  place  since 
the  inducements  held  out  were  so  great. — 
Whilst,  the  House  imposed  high  duties  on  rum, 
and  the  drink  of  the  working  class,  it  allowed 
the  rich  to  purchase  French  wines  at  reduced 
rates.  Tobacco  at  first  might  be  a luxury  to  a 
poor  man,  but  after  a time  it  becomes  a positive 
necessity.  He  objected  in  strong  terms  to 
imposing  a duty  upon  American  flour,  and  up- 
on lard,' beef,  and  pork, — articles  which  were 
largely  consumed  by  the  fishermen  and  work- 
ing classes. 

Mr.  Killam  said  that  the  agricultural  popu- 
lation did  not  require  protection,  and  yet  they 
were  now  to  be  favored  over  the  miners,  fish- 
ermen, and  mechanics  of  the  country.  The 
western  people  who  were  forced  to  go  into  the 
American  market  were  to  be  largely  taxed  un- 
der the  new  system.  More  than  this,  the  East 
was  to  have  the  advantage  of  having  a line  of 
steamers  to  keep  up  constant  communication 
with  Canada,  and  in  that  way  get  their  flour 
with  greater  facility  than  it  was  possible  for 
the  West  to  obtain  it.  He  hoped  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  not  determined  to  press  all  the 
proposed  changes  in  the  tariff,  but  would  agree 
to  such  modifications  as,  on  a discussion,  might 
seem  advisable.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Government  should  .establish  some  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  mercantile  community 
might  not  he  exposed  to  such  losses  as  has  just 
occurred.  It  was  the  practice  in  England  for 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when  he  in- 
tended to  make  any  large  change,  to  Let  the 
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public  obtain  information  on  the  subject  in 
gome  way.  The  .rule  here  might,  he  established 
that  no  goods  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  ware- 
house for  ten  days  before  the  revenue  laws  has 
passed. 

Mr.  Tobin  said  that  he  agreed  wi'h  the  two 
hou.  gentlemen  who  had  just  spoken  iu  respect 
to  beef,  pork,  and  lard.  Neither  did  he  think 
it  was  at  all  wise  to  impose  a duty  upon  flour 
in  a country  like  this  where  the  farmers  do 
not.  require  protection.  We  did  not.  require 
these  duties  for  revenue  purposes,  and  the  only 
argument  that  could  he  br  ought  forward  in 
their  favor  was  that  in  view  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Reciprocity  Treaty, it  was  necessary  to  en 
courage  trade  b tween  thj  Birish  N-*rth  Ame- 
rican Provinces ; but  it  appeared  to  him  that, 
the  trade  might  be  largely  increased  without 
.the  proposed  duty.  The  price  of  fl  mr  in  Cana- 
da must  be  regulated  by  that,  in  the  Liverpool, 
and  not  by  that  in  the  New  York  m rket. — 
There  would  therefore,  be  no  difference  of 
price  between  the  New  York  and  Montreal 
market.  It  would  be  found  necessary  for  the 
English  people  to  import  flour  from  Canada  in- 
stead of  the  United  S ates.  There  was  only 
one  thiug  against.  Canadian  flour,  and  that  was, 
it  soured  in  some  months  of  summer;  but,  no 
doubt  that,  could  be  remedied  by  Canadian 
manufacturers.  As  respects  spirits,  he  consi- 
dered ir.  quite  legitimate  to  levy  duties  upon 
them,  and  collect  a revenue.  Gin,  however, 
was  brought  here  from  Delltshaven  at  Is.  7d.  a 
gallon;  rum  iu  the  West  Indies  cost  from  Is. 
6 1.  to  2s.,  the'  efore  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
duty  on  g;u  (90c.)  was  out  of  proportion  to  that 
on  rum  (75c.)  taking  the  price  into  considera- 
tion, while  the  probabili’y  of  the  former  being 
smuggled,  was  less.  Iu  England  there  was 
only  a most  insignificant  duty  imposed  upon 
flour  and  grain,  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  statistics.  Emm  provisions  of  every 
kiud  no  revenue  was  collected.  The  large  pro- 
portion of  the  revenue  was  derived  from  spirits. 
It  was  wise  for  us  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
Mother  Couutry.  He  thought  the  change  in  re- 
spect to  tobacco  was  judicious;  it  would  en- 
courage the  manufacture  of  the  article  in  the 
Province.  He  also  approved  of  the  policy  of 
encouraging  the  introduction  of  a good  class  of 
wines,  and  alluded  to  the  fact  that  in  b ranee 
they  would  not  allow  a single  cask  to  be  ex- 
ported unless  it  was  fair  wine. 

i 'on.  Financial,  Secretary  said  that  he 
had  not  bad  au  opportunity  of  consulting  with 
his  colleagues  on  the  tariff  which  had  been 
submirtt-d  to  the  house,  and  therefore  in  any 
remarks  he  might  make  on  the  subject  he 
would  be  guided  solely  by  the  previous  consi- 
deration he  had  given  to  the  subject.  The  lion 
members  for  Shelburne,  Halifax,  and  Yar 
mouth  had  stated  that  the  proposed  duty  un- 
der discussi  n was  not  required  for  purposes 
of  revenue,  but  he  must  differ  from  them.  It 
was  the  duty  of  his  hon  friend,  the  Attorney 
General,  to  provide  for  all  the  contingencies 
that  might  arise  from  the  repeal  of  the  Reci- 
procity Treaty,  and  look  solely  to  the  amount 
of  reveuue  that  would  be  required  for  the  pre- 
sent year.  o©  alluded  to  the  large  amount  of 
our  exports  to  the  U/'ited  States  that  were 
now  excluded  from  the  free  list.  It  could 
hardly  be  expected  that  the  channels  of  trade 
could  be  suddenly  changed,  and  therefore  the 
house  should  consider  carefully  before  refusing 


to  adopt  the  contemplated  change,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  ability  of  our  people  to  buy 
would  be  limited.  According  to  ibe  ab  br.y  of 
the  people  to  purchase  did  the  revenue  rise 
and  fall.  It,  should  also  be  taken  into  account 
that  the  Province  bad  larg»>  liabilities  to  dis- 
charge in  connection  with  the  construction  of 
important  public  works,  which  the  Legis- 
lature had  sanctioned.  It  was  the  safe  policy 
to  impose  duties  on  those  articles  that,  were 
certain  to  enter  largely  into  the  consumption 
of  our  people,  and  were  not  exposed  to  large 
fluctuations.  He  did  not  consider  any  hard- 
ship would  be  impos  d upon  any  class  hy  the 
■<mall  amount  of  duty  that  was  proposed,  sim- 
ply for  revenue  purposes.  YYas  there  a man 
who  would  not  rather  pay  this  insignificant,  ^urn 
than  place  the  Province  in  the  position  of  not 
being  able  to  discharge  its  obligations?  As 
respects  the  statement,  of  the  hon  member  for 
Inverness,  he  could  only  say  that  any  member 
of  the  house  who  made  an  improper  use  of  the 
information  confided  to  him  iu  the  strictes, 
confidence  by  the  government,  acted  in  a man- 
ner that  no  honorable  man  ought  to  act.  He 
was  not  aware  that,  such  had  been  the  case, 
but  if  so,  he  could  n >t  for  a nomeu  ’ defend  it. 
It  was  not  possible,  however,  for  the  govern- 
ment, to  guard  a minst  speculation,  and  put  the 
country  on  its  guard  His  opinion  was  that 
in  England  the  government  never  by  any 
chance  publicly  proclaimed  what  the  duties  are 
to  be  until  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
came  forward  and  made  thy  statement  to  the 
Commons. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  said  he  held  opposite 
views  to  those  professed  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Halifax.  His  opposition  to  the  tariff  was 
iu  respect  to  the  articles  exempted,  bis  idea 
was  that  it  should  be  our  policy  to  protect  our 
native  industry  iu  preference  to  foreign  manu- 
factures. He  did  not  understand  why  coal 
should  be  allowed  to  come  iu  free; — our  coal 
companies  were  already  taxed  10  ceuts  for 
every  ton  of  coal  they  raised,  and  yet  the  tariff 
allowed  the  foreign  article  to  come  in  free. 
Some  reference  had  been  made  to  a member  of 
the  House  who  had  been  speculating  in  rum. 
He  acknowledged  to  have  bought  a few  pun- 
cheons of  rum,  but  there  was  nothing  strange 
in  the  transaction.  He  had  a vessel  loadingTn 
the  harbour;  he  had,  among  oilier  things,  to 
buy  a quantity  of  rum,  and  accordingly  went 
to  a dealer  in  that  article  in  the  city  with 
whom  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  dealing. 
The  dealer  stated  to  him  that  the  price  had 
been  raised,  as  the  Government  intended  to 
increase  the  duty.  So  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  to  sub- 
mit to  an  advance  of  10  cents  a gallon.  No- 
body could  say  that  he  had  acted  in  any 
improper  way  iu  the  transaction  ; it  was  no 
speculation. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  consider- 
ed the  financial  policy  of  the  Government 
was  properly  a Government  question,  and 
went  on  to  express  his  disapprobation  of  the 
fact,  of  any  member  of  the  Legislature  having 
taken  advantage  of  information  given  to  him 
in  secrecy.  The  members  of  the  Government 
who  had  spoken  had  very  properly  denounced 
the  act  as  dishonourable  in  the  extreme.  He 
thought  it  was  advisable  for  us  to  follow  the 
system  established  in  England  and  have  a 
permanent  tariff  on  which  the  mercantile  com- 
munity could  place  some  dependence.  That  a 
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person  con nected  with  the  Government  could 
carry  out  information  that  was  worth  £5000 
was  dangerous  in  iln*  ex'reme 

Hon.  Attorney  General  said  that  there 
was  dot  a Clerk  in  the  Department  that  knew 
the  intentions  oft.be  Government. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  tae  government 
had  done  themselves  credit  in  disavowing  this 
transaction  at  once.  Nothing  was  more  repre- 
hensible t hautliar,  a supporter  of  theirs  should 
make  an  improper  use  of  the  information  con- 
fbd  to  him.  He  did  not  feel  competent  to  deal 
with  commercial  matters  in  the  face  of  such 
authorities  as  the  hon  members  for  Halifax 
an  I Yarmouth,  but  he  would  say  that  it  was 
our  duty  as  well  as  interest  to  cultivate,  by 
all  the  means  in  our  power,  the  closest  com- 
mercial relations  between  the  colonies  of  British 
North  America.  It  was,  therefore,  with  much 
gratification  that  he  saw  t)  at  the  government 
had  provided  iu  the  Estimates  for  a subsidy  of 
$5000  for  steam  communication  between  this 
province  and  Canada. 

Hou.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  the  practice  in 
the  House  iu  respect  to  the  tariff  had  been 
truly  stated  by  the  hon  member  for  Yarmouth 
—the  government  were  always  read,\  to  adopt 
any  suggestions  from  hon.  gentlemen,  and 
make  any  modifications  that  after  deliberation 
were  shown  to  be  advisanle.  He  deeply  re- 
gretted to  learn  that  large  speculations  had 
been  made  in  view  of  the  proposed  changes  in 
the  tariff.  He  would  have  felt  personally  in- 
sulted if  any  gentleman  outside  had  a^kedbim 
wba,t  was  the  iutention  of  the  government  on 
the  subject.  In  the  consultation  held  by  the 
government  with  their  supporters,  the  strict- 
est secrecy  had  been  enjoined  and  agreed  to 
by  all.  The  suggestion  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Yarmouth  that  some  meaus  should  be  ta- 
ken to  prevent  speculation  at  such  a time  was 
well  worthy  of  all  consideration,  though  he 
could  not  see  that  the  mode  proposed  would 
at  all  meet  the  case,  whilst  it  would  be  a seri- 
ous embarrassment  to  trade.  The  tariff  propo- 
sed was  not  a retaliatory  measure  against  the 
Americans  for  the  course  they  had  pursued 
in  respect  to  the  Reciprocity  Treaty.  The 
change  that  was  to  take  place  was  the  result 
of  their  own  act.  We  had  a law  on  the  sta- 
tute book,  previous  to  1854,  imposing  certain 
duties  on  all  foreign  goods.  That  law  was 
suspended  by  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  as  far  as 
the  United  States  were  coucerced.  Now,  how- 
ever, they  had  abrogated  that  treaty,  the  for- 
mer law  came  again  into  force.  No  one  could 
say  that  it  was  advisable  to  give  away  the  very 
means  by  which  we  might  perhaps  bring  about 
a renewal  of  the  Recipocity  Treaty  at  a very 
early  period.  It  was  said  that  we  were  about 
to  impose  duties  upon  the  fishermen,  but  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  large  sum  of 
$40,000  had  been  voted  to  protect  the  fishing 
interest— to  keep  the  valuable  fishing  grounds 
free  |from  the  encroachment  of  foreigners. 
Whatever  opinion  gentlemen  might  entertain 
as  to  political  union,  no  one  could  deny  the  ad- 
visability of  cultivating  the  closest  commer- 
cial relations  between  the  British  North  Ameri- 
can Provinces,  and  nothing  could  tend  more  to 
bring  about  such  a result  than  to  give  large 
and  easy  means  of  communication.  We  were 
now  about  constructing  a railway  to  Pictou, 
and  nothing  would  be  of  greater  advantage  to 
that  road  than  the  line  of  steamers  that  would 


touch  at  that  port  from  Quebec.  It  had  been 
very  properly  observed  that  the  interests  of 
the  country  required  that  we  should  take  *11 
the  means  in  our  power  of  preventing  any  fall- 
ing off  in  the  revenue,  The  House  knew  that 
the  province  hail  heavy  liabilities  to  discharge 
in  connection  with  public  works — the  Railways 
in  progress,  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  the  St.  Peter’s 
Canal,  the  wharf  at  Port  Hood,  for  instance  ; 
and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  pass  by  no 
means  of  keeping  up  the  revenue.  The  hon. 
gentleman,  in  conclusion,  read  a resolution 
which  had  been  handed  to  him  by  the  hon. 
member  tor  Halifax  as  having  been  passed  by 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce— asking  that,  beef, 
pork,  lard,  flour,  broom  (torn,  and  cotton  wool 
be  put  on  the  list,  of  exemp'ions. 

Mr.  Coffin  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
government  should  determine  on  imposing 
these  duiies  upon  the  necessaries  of  life.  The 
house  should  imiraie  ihe  example  of  the  mo- 
ther country  iu  t1  is  respect..  ‘-’e  hoped  that 
they  would  not  act  so  unfairly  towards  the 
West  as  would  be  the  case  if  they  imposed  the 
duty  on  flour. 

Mr.  h AULBACK  said  that  it  was  necessary 
in  view  of  the  heavy  demands  upon  the  pub- 
lic exchequer,  consequent  upon  the  extension 
of  our  public  works,  io  provide  a sufficient  re- 
venue. The  proposed  changes  in  tobacco 
would  ensure  the  consumer  a better  article  at 
little  or  no  addi  ional  cost.  He  was  glad  that 
the  government  had  not  adopted  a retaliatory 
policy  in  consequence  of  the  repeal  of  the  Re- 
ciprocity Treaty  by  the  United  States.  Little 
more  was  proposed  than  to  have  the  same 
tariff,  which  was  suspended  by  the  Reciprocity 
Treaty,  revived.  Our  Republican  neighbours 
could  not,  find  fault  with  us  for  pursuing  such 
a course;  it  would  only  place  us  in  aright,  and 
fair  position  to  treat  with  the  United  States  in 
case  they  might  be  inclined  to  renew  the  trea- 
ty. * e did  not  think  the  small  duty  on  Ame- 
rican flour  woffd  he  considered  a burthen  by 
any  of  our  people.  When  the  hardy  fisber- 
mtn  of  this  Province  considered  the  great 
benefits  they  would  enjoy  by  having  the  entire 
and  peaceful  use  of  all  their  fishing  grounds — 
that  they  would  now  be  free  from  the  intru- 
sion of  the  Americans  — that,  their  rights  had 
been  protected  by  the  appropriation  of  $40,000 
for  their  security  from  encroachment,  — they 
would  be  content.  It  was  our  duty  and  in- 
terest, to  encourage  trade  with  the  other  Pro- 
vinces. Canada  wanted  our  fish  and  coal,  and 
we  required  her  flour.  The  hon.  member  for 
Halifax  had  said  that  Cauada  flour  soured  in 
summer;  this  was  to  some  extent,  true,  and 
arose  from  the  hurried  manner  in  which  grain’ 
was  taken  from  the  field  and  grouud,  in  order 
to  have  it  exported  before  navigation  closed. 
Bur,  he  believed  iu  order  to  avoid  this  difficul- 
ty we  could  open  a direct  trade  which  would 
make  Nova  Scotia  the  granary  of  Canada; 
Here  we  could  manufacture  the  grain  into 
fiour,  transhipping  what  was  not  required  for 
home  use  to  any  favorable  market;  and  in  re- 
turn, if  the  Canadians  did  not  want  all  our  fish, 
we  could  give  them  coal,  and  the  products  ob- 
tained for  our  fish  in  the  West  Indies  and 
other  countries,  ue  should  like  to  have  a duty 
imposed  on  lime,  thereby  encouraging  the 
home  manufactured  article.  We  have  the  raw 
material  iu  great  abundance,  aud  his  attention 
had  been  particularly  called  to  it  by  seve- 
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ral  of  his  constituents.  Our  policy  should  be 
to  encourage  home  manufactures,  arid  raise  up 
an  independent,  home  market  for  our  fisheries, 
mines  and  agricult nra. 

Mr.  Locke  was  sorry  to  hear  so  much  refer- 
ence made  to  the  $40  000  given  for  the  protec- 
tion of  r.he  fisheries;  that  was  a Provincial 
matter,  in  which  all  classes  as  much  as  the 
fishermen  were  interested.  It  was  intended 
as  a means  to  force  the  Americans  to  a renew- 
al of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty.  The  county  of 
Kings  had  participated  more  in  the  advanta- 
ges of  the  Treaty,  in  the  article  of  potatoes 
alone,  than  any  two  of  the  shore  counties  in 
fish.  e again  urged  the  government  to  take 
off  the  duty  on  beef,  pork,  lard  and  flour, 
or  from  the  three  first  if  they  would  not  strike 
it  from  fi  air. 

on.  Atty.  Gen.  said  that  the  government, 
bad  carefully  considered  the  subject,  and  come 
to  the  conclud'd  that  it  was  the  wisest  plan 
to  restore  the  duties  as  they  existed  before  the 
Reciprocity  Treaty.  The  great  object  of  all 
should  be  to  create  a large  intercolonial  trade 
H-  had  been  to!d  tha  the  people  of  P.  E.  Isl- 
and were  going  to  raise  an  article  of  pork  and 
lar  i that  would  suit  our  fishermen  most  ad- 
mi  rablv. 

Mr.  Churchill  said  we  might  not  raise  flour, 
but  we  coti'd  produce  as  fine  beef  and  pork  as 
any  parr,  of  the  world.  As  respects  flour  he 
was  in  fav  >ur  of  its  going  free. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  said  that  he  re- 
presen.re.il  a c unity  th  at,  was  largely  interested 
in  fishing  and  he  could  never  consent  To*  the 
imposition  of  duties  that  would  be  so  burthen- 
some,  to  them.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
Agriculture  was  encouraged  annually  by  large 
grants— this  year  for  instance  provision  was  to 
be  made  for  a Model  Farm;  and  now  it  was 
proposed  to  place  still  greater  burthens  upon 
the  hardy  fishermen  who  already  contributed 
so  large1  y to  the  revenue.  Me  therefore  pro- 
posed the  following  resolution  in  amend- 
ment:— 

Res  Ived,  That  the  following  articles,  Flour, 
Brel',  P ik,  and  Lard  be  exempted  from  the 
scale  of  duties,  aud  that  they  come  in  free,” 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  disposed  as  he  was 
to  give  a cordial  support  to  the  Government 
on  this  question,  he  could  not  be  a consenting 
party  to  imposing  a duty  upon  ihe  necessaries 
of  life.  ■ e 'herefore  trusted  that  the  Govern- 
me  , would  reconsider  t.heir  determination 
aud  yield  a measure  which  would  bear  so 
hardly  upon  our  fishermen,  miners,  aud  la- 
bouring classes  generally.  He  looked  upon 
the  pros  ect  of  any  large  trade  with  Canada 
as  chimerical  for  some  time  to  come.  The 
Americans  must  still  continue  to  he  our  chief 
market.  Tiie  duties  they  had  imposed  would 
have  to  he  paid  by  themselves. 

Mr.  ItOSS  sac1  he  was  glad  to  hear  such  opi- 
nions t-x. cussed  by  the  hon  member  for  Cape 
Breton.  It.  was  well  known  that  there  was  a 
large  trade  between  Cape  Breton  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  bv  means  of  vessels  engaged  in  the 
coal  trade.  They  took  away  loads  of  coal,  aud 
returne  l with  flmr.  If  we  admitted  Canadian 
fi  »ur  free,  we  protected  one  part  of  the  Pro- 
vince at  i he  expense  of  the  other.  If  there  was 
oue  class  of  persons  that  deserved  more  encou- 
rageiue’  t than  another  it  was  the  fishermen. 

Lion.  Fin.  Sec.  said  that  no  injustice  would 


he  done  to  the  western  part  of  the  Pro  ince, 
since  flour  could  be  brought  via  Portland  un- 
der the  bonding  system,  which  would  still  con- 
tinue in  force.  As  far  as  the  government  were 
concerned,  they  would  do  all  they  possibly 
could  to  facilitate  the  shipment  of  flour  to  the 
West. 

Hon’ Atty.  Gen.  said  that  looking  over  the 
revenue  returns  he  found  that  to  the  county  of 
Cape  Breton  not  more  than  7000  bids  of  flour 
were  brought  from  th  Srares  direct;  that  was 
only  em  ployment  for  7 trips  of  a schooner  of 
100  tons. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  it  should  he  remem- 
bered that  the  larger  portion  of  the  flour  used 
in  Cape  iUeton  came  from  the  States  via  Ha- 
lifax. 

Mr.  Annand  asked  if  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary had  run  his  eye  down  the  list  of  dutiable 
articles,  aud  enquired  whether  it  was  not  pos- 
sible to  levy  a duty  that  would  .b  3 more  in 
consonance  with  the  interests  of  the  people,- 
th  m one  upon  the  uecessares  of  life.  A small 
duty  upon  tea,  molasses,  &c.,  would  raise  him 
all  the  revenue  he  required.  It  was  now  pro- 
posed to  levy  from  flour  alone  a shilling  of  du- 
ty on  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Nova  Scotia.  If  it  was  the,  object  to 
establish  and  encourage  manufactures,  was  it 
a wise  policy  to  increase  the  expense  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  in  that  way  burthen 
the  mechanics  and  labourers  engaged  in  these 
manufactories? 

After,  some  further  desultory  debase  the 
question  was  taken  upon  Mr.  S.  Campbell’s 
amendment,  which  was  :ost,  by  29  to  24. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  then  moved  that,  flour  be 
added  to  the  list  of  exemptions. 

Mr.  Miller  wished  that  flour  and  bread  be 
taken  together. 

Mr.  Campbell’s  amendment  was  lost  by  21 
to  24. 

Mr.  Locke  moved  that  pork,  beef,  and  lard 
be  exempted.  Lost.. 

The  original  resolution  was  then  carried, 
and  the  committee  rose  and  reported. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  then  m ved  that 
flour,  beet',  pork,  aud  lard,  be  added  to  the  list 
of  Exemptions,  which  motion  was  lost  on  the 
following  division: — 

Yeas.— Kiliam,  Hebb,  Miller,  Tobin,  Town- 
send, Locke,  Stewart  Campbell,  Robertson, 
Ross,  Ray,  Colin  Campbell,  Robieheau,  Bal- 
cam,  C ffin,  Annand. 

Against.— Churchill,  Shannon,  C.  J.  Camp- 
bell, Donkin,  Longley,  Bourinot,  McFarlane, 
Bell,  Hamilton,  Whitman,  M.  Kay,  Parker, 
Lawrence.  D.  Fraser,  J.  Fraser,  Pryor,  Allison, 
Jest.,  More,  Kaulback  McDonnell,  Attorney 
General,  Provincial  Secretary,  Blanchard, 
McLelan,  Archibald,  Blackwood,  Cowie,  Hill, 
J.  Campbell,  Smyth,  King,  E.  L.  Brown,  Mc- 
Kinnon, Hatfield,  Financial  Secretary. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  then  moved  that  flour  ho 
exempt.  Lost  by  the  following  division. 

Yeas. — Churchill,  Bourinot,  KUh-.m,  Pryor, 
Hebb,  Blanchard,  Miller,  MiLelan,  Tobin, 
Townsend,  I ocke,  S.  Campbell,  Robertson, 
Blackwood,  E L.  Brown,  Ross,  liav,  Colin 
Campbell,  Robieheau,  Balcam,  Coffin.  Annand. 

Against.:— Shannon,  Whitman,  Me  Kay,  Par- 
ker, Lawrence,  D maid  Fraser,  J.  Fr  <ser,  Al- 
lison, C.  J.  Campbell,  dost.  Mora,  Hamilton 
'Longley,  Kaulback,  Attorney  General,  Pro- 
vincial Secretary,  McDonnell,  Donkin,  Me- 
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Farlane,  Bill,  Cowie,  John  Campbell,  P. 
Smyth,  King,  flat, field,  McKinnon,  Financial 
Secretary,  Archibald,  Hill. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that,  he  saw  it  was  no  use 
to  move  the  amendment  he  had  previously 
moved,  and  lost. 

Mr.  Robertsok  said  that  he  expected  as  the 
bread  of  the  country  was  now  to  be  taxed,  the 
time  had  arrived  when  the  Prov.  Secretary 
would  carry  out  his  Retrenchment  scheme. 

The  original  resolution  then  p'assed,  and  the 
Revenue  Bills  were  introduced,  aud  read  a 
second  time. 

The  House  then  adjourned  at  7 o’clock. 

Thursday,  29ch  March. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock, 

The  Revenue  Bibs  were  taken  up  and  passed, 
and  then  the  adjourned  debase  was  resumed. 

TH»:  PiCTOU  RAILWAY. 

Mr  Parker  said  that  living  ss  he  did  in  the 
neighborhood  ot  Railwa',  s,  lie  naturally  felt  a 
deep  an  iety  in  the  present  question  When  in 
a previous  session  he  had  given  his  support  to 
the  extension  of  the  Pietou  Railway,  he  did  so, 
because  he  was  aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
undertaking,  and  had  no  idea  that  the  govern- 
ment would  have  dared  to  trifle  with  the  peoples* 
interests  as  it  now  appeared  that  they  had 
■within  the  last  few  months.  He  had  b-en  glad 
to  find  that  the  road  was  let  out  by  the  yard, 
believing  that  it  would  prevent  claims  for 
Extras  coming  in.  The  hope,  however,  he  en 
ter-ained  that  the  government  would  not  jeo- 
pardize the  people’s  interests  had  been  dispelled 
by  the  extraordinary  action  the  government 
had  taken  in  the  matter.  Now  contractors 
were  actually  coming  in  and  making  claims 
because  the  work  had  not  been  done  in  the 
plac  s expected.  A great  deal  had  been  said 
about  section  No.  7,  in  the  course  of  toe  debate; 
that  section  was  the  most  difficult  one  on  the 
line  to  work  & had  accordingly  been  brought  up 
in  preference  to  other  sections  since  it  creased 
a false  impression  of  the  true  character  of  the 
average  of  work  on  the  road  He  asked  th 
House  to  look  at  the  nature  of  the  other  con 
tracts  on  the  Pietou  Extension  On  No  1 the 
work  had  proceeded  most  satisfactorily,  and  it 
could  not  be  said  that  it  was  a failure  iu  any 
jespect  whatever  The  contractors  on  N . 2 
also  exptced  to  finish  the  r work  quite  sa  is- 
f&ctorily.  On  No.  3 the  contractor  was  also  at 
work  ; it  had  not  been  given  up.  No  4. 
was  one  of  the  best  contracts  on  the  whole  line 
On  No  5 the  contractor  was  also  at  work;  he 
was  now  going  to  finish  the  whole  according  ’o 
agreement  On  No.  6 changes  had  been  mad^ 
which  prevented  the  contractor  being  success- 
ful. No  .7  as  already  sra  ed,  was  a great  bug 
bear.  No.  8 was  a difficult  section.  In  short, 
‘there  were  only  6,  7 8 9 sec  ions  where  the 
work  bad  not  proceeded  so  satisfactorily  as  was 
desirable  Out  of  the  other  contractors,  who 
had  b-^en  proceeding  satisfactorily,  Mr  Fleming 
was  to  make  ail  the  profi  that  was  to  be  made  1 
the  government  had  proceeded  with  the  work 
they  would  have  made  a profit  in  behalf  of  the 
Province.  He  considered  it  very  unwise  to 


entrust  such  large  powers  to  a single  Commis- 
si >ner  of  Railways,  as  to  control  the  expenditure 
of  two  millions  of  dollars  for  the  construction  of 
the  Pietou  line,  h th-  ught  thaf  other  gentle- 
men s ould  sit  with  the  gentleman  in  question, 
to  guard  the  Provincial  interests.  The  hon. 
A’tornev  General  had  instituted  comparisons 
between  our  present  Railways  and  the  Pietou 
line;  but  a*  far  as  hi-*  knowledge  went  he  did 
not  b lieve  the  fac’s  would  b ar  out  the  remarks 
of  that  hon.  gentleman  Reference  had  also 
been  made  to  sleepers,  and  to  the  people  of  Pie- 
tou having  combined  against  the  contractors. 
Now  the  average  price  of  sleepers  was  20  cents 
each;  th*>y  can  be  d ltvered  at  the  Shubemoa- 
die  f r 15  cents;  indeed,  they  had  been  bought 
for  12^  cents  in  some  cases.  As  men  became 
more  accost  >med  to  make  them,  they  would 
necessarily  be  sold  cheaper.  Mr.  Laorie  calcu- 
lated the  price  a r 35  cents;  Mr  Fleming,  how- 
ever, did  not  mention  am  price,  ss  he  gave  a 
bulk  sum  tor  & variety  of  material.  However, 
he  had  received  even  advantage  in  th  s com- 
paratively small  matter.  He  did  not  think 
it  at  ail  probable  that  the  people  in 
the  county  would  combine— the  coocrnctors 
were  the  only  persons  that  were  likely  to  do  so. 
He  was  persuaded  that  the  feeling  of  ihe  coun- 
try was  against  the  course  that  had  been  pur- 
sued by  the  government  in  awarding  the 
contract  to  Mr  Fleming  under  such  e traordi- 
narv  circumstances  He  would  not  enter  into 
any  calculations  on  the  subject,  lor  he  was 
assured  that  those  that  had  b en  given  by  the 
hon  leader  of  the  opposition  were  quite  suffi- 
cient to  convince  the  public  mind  as  o the  real 
merits  of  the  transaction  When  the  people 
had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinion 
the  government  would  then  find  that  they  had 
been  injured  by  the  improper  coarse  they  had 
pursued. 

(Ho  ne  conversation  took  place  aa  to  a remark 
made  bv  Mr.  Parker  that  private  contracts  had 
been  made  lor  fencing  during  last  season  Mr 
Longley  wished  that  the  hon  gentleman  would 
giv«  some  specific  statement  on  the  question, 
that  he  rnkht  see  what  foundation  mere  was 
for  the  ch  ir g«. ) 

Mr.  Churchill  said  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  irh  any 
extended  remarks,  as  it  was  not  his  forte  to 
make  speeches  for  political  purposes  ■ e had 
given  the  subject'  the  most  careful  consid  ration, 
and  did  not  thick  the  men  who  were  now  con- 
trolling public  affairs  would  act  in  the  way 
a tribu'ed  to  them  by  some  gentlemen  who  had 
address  d the  House  oa  the  present  question. 
He  considered  that  the  attack  that  had  been 
made  upon  the  government  could  not  b.  justified 
by  any  thing  that  had  been  said  in  support  of 
the  res<  lotion  introduced  by  the  hon  leader  of 
■he  opposition  He  had  been  amused  to  hear 
h->n  gentlemen  opposite  charge  the  present; 
government  vifch  having  violated  the  law. 
tie  recalle  1 to  mind  the  tact  that  the  late  Gov- 
ernment, now  represented  by  he  member  for 
South  Colchester,  bad  gained  and  held  their  pc- 
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eition  by  violation  of  the  direct  spirit  and  letter 
of  the  law.  It  was  not  for  gentlemen  who  lived 
in  glass  houses  t > throw  the  first  stone  against 
others.  The  country  should  contrast  the  course 
of  the  present  Government  with  that  of  their 
predecessors  in  respect  to  tins  verv  question  of 
Pictou  ex  ension.  The  latt,  r had  brought,  in  a 
bill  to  survey  ten  miles  of  Railway  to  WhaU’s 
Mills,  and  there  they  stopped  Thpy  ran  the 
country  into  debt  to  the  extent  of  $14  ), 000  and 
proceeded  to  impose  heavy  burdens  upon  the 
shoulders  ot  the  people.  The  present  Govern- 
ment had  not  been  at  a stand  still  but  had  vig- 
orously dealt  with  all  those  great  public  meas- 
ures that  had  been  neglected  for  years.  Rail 
way  construction  was  to  be  advanced  east,  west, 
and  north;  the  education  ot  the  country  was 
promoted  at  the  risk  of  incurring  a little  tempo- 
rary unpopularity  ; and  a thousand  other  meas- 
ures of  Provincial  utility  p issed  If  it  were  now 
a ques  ion  of  first  construction  of  Rail  way  9 in 
Nova  Scoia,  he  might  hesitate  as  to  th^ir  advi- 
sability ; but  now  that  they  had  become  a set- 
tled policy,  it  was  his  duty,  as  a representative 
of  the  people,  to  advance  tlvun  in  those  direc- 
tions where  the  public  interests  would  be  most 
benefited.  He  believed  l at  the  arrangement 
that  had  b en  made  with  Mr.  Fleming  was  the 
only  one  that  was  open  to  the  Gove  ntnent  un- 
der existing  circumstances  Mr.  Fleming  was( 
a man  of  great  skid  and  experienc  , and  tber.e 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  toad  now 
building  would  give  the  country  great  satisfac- 
tion. He  believed  that  there  were  also  all  the 
cheeks  and  guards  in  the  contract,  by  which 
Mr  Fleming  whs  bound  to  guarantee  the  satis- 
factory completion  of  the  railway.  As  to  the 
labored  calculadons  which  some  gentlemen  had 
gone  in  o,  he  did  not  attach  much  importance  to 
tht-m,  for  it  was  quite  possible  for  clever  people 
to  make  v-ry  plausible  statements  when  they 
wanted  to  do  so.  He  had  no  wish  to  pursue  the 
quest  in  further  ; the  objt  ct  with  which  he  rose, 
of  expressing  bis  cordialtipproval  ot  the  arrange- 
ment, had  been  acc  tmplished-  He  attached 
great  wt  ight  to  the  opinions  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Yarmouth — he  ad  read  his  speech  with 
iuterest,  and  wished  he  was  able  to  acquit  him- 
self as  creditably  ; hut  nevertheless  be  could  not 
see  that  that  hon,  gentleman  had  made  a case  out 
against  the  Government.  It  was  quite  obvious 
that  the  Government  had  f it  themselves  in  a 
position  where  the  public  interests  had  demand 
ed  that  they  should  assume  a large  amount  of 
responsibility,  and  he  believed  t-at  they  had 
acquitted  themselves  in  a way  that  merited  the 
approval  of  the  Legislature  and  the  country. 

l)r  Hamilton  said:~I  did  hope  that  thi 
debase  ivmi.d  nave  come  to  an  end  this  after 
noon,  for  it  has  already  occupied  a very  consi- 
derable space  of  time  of  this  House  which 
might  be  more  profitably  employed  At  firei  I 
had  no  inu-n  ion  of  addressing  the  House  on  a ! 
subject  which  was  exhausted  by  gentlemen 
who  first  spoke  to  the  resolution.  I listened 
with  a great  deal  of  attention  to  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  leade  of  the  Opposition,  for  he  may 
be  considered  a3  having  arrived  at  a stage  0* 


perfection  as  a debater.  I also  listened  with 
great  interest  to  the  able  and  exhaustive 
speeches  of  the  hon.  Provincial  Secretary  and 
the  hon  Attorney  General  who  have  defended 
the  action  of  the  government  against  the  assaults 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Sou'h  Colchester. 
Under  th-se  circumstances  it  cannot  be  expect- 
ed that  I should  be  able  to  bring  any  new 
matter  into  this  discussion  ; in  what  remarks  I 
make  I shall  endeavor  to  be  as  concise  and 
brief  as  p ssib'e  I npver  feel  disposed  to  dis- 
credit any  hon  gendeman’s  intentions,  but  I 
must  confess  that  the  hon  leader  of  the  opposi- 
tion has  used  language,  in  the  course  of  t is 
eba^e,  that  was  unwarrantable.  He  referred, 
in  the  first  place,  to  the  illegality  of  the  course 
pursued  by  the  government  in  making  the 
contract  with  Mr.  Fleming  without  the  sanction 
of  tha  Legislature  If  we  never  had  any 
llegality  in  connection .. with  railways,  since 
ith  ir  iocep  ion  in  thL  country,  it  might  better 
become  the  hon  member  to  bring  this  matter 
up  The  fact  is  that  from  the  fi-stday  railways 
were  commenced,  if  there  has  not  been  illegality, 
there  has  been  an  amazing  amount  of  exaggera- 
tion and  distortion  in  connection  with  these 
public  works  After  the  ample  manner  la 
which  the  Attorney  General  dealt  with  the 
statements  ma  e by  the  hon  member  for  Sou'h 
Colchester  la  reference  to  the  1 gal  bearing  of 
-bis  question,  it  is  hardly  worth  wniU*  for  any 
pers  >n  to  investigate  that  portion  of  the  subject 
further.  I think  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
justify  them  for  having  pursued  the  course  they 
have.  I assume  that  had  the  hon  me  tuber  lor 
Colchester  been  Attorney  General,  he  would 
have  done  exactly  the  same  thing.  Gentlemen 
in  opposition  look  at  things  very  differently 
from  what  they  do  when  in  power.  If  I*  had 
been  a judge,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  came  in  review  b fore  me,  I would  have 
justified  the  government  for  having  acted  so 
clearly  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Province. 

I would  wish  gentlemen  to  turn  back  with 
me  to  some  facta  in  c mnec  ion  with  the 
progress  of  r ilways  in  this  Province.  The 
hon.  member  for  Colchester,  Mr  Packer,  made 
a reference  to  Mr.  Form  an,  late  E «gineer  of 
Railways  in  Nova  Scotia  and  contrasted  that 
gentlem  -n’s  engineering  abilities  with  Mr,  Lau- 
rie He- ridiculed  theiiea  of  Mr  McNtb  hiv«- 
ing  been  able  to  make  up  a reliable  report  in  the 
time  at  his  disposal  even  throwing  ia  the  Sun- 
day. Now,  ail  I can  say  is,  that  if  Mr.  Forman, 
in  his  offi  ,;e  in  Scotland,  und-ro  di  to  tell  the 
people  in  Nova  Heotiuthat  they  could  build  rail- 
ways for  £150) a mile,  why  could  not  Mr  Wc- 
Nab  make  an  estimate  as  rebate,  when  all  the 
informa  ion  was  at  hand.  Mr  Forman  took  Mr. 
dyke’s  survey  to  mike  this  extraordinary  esti* 
mate.  What  more  have  we?  Mr.  Howe  sta- 
ted that  h- believed  the  Railway  could  be  built 
for  £6,500  a mile.  With  these  statements  be- 
fore ih  :u.  the  people  of  this  Province  entered 
into  art  arrangement  to  borrow  a million  of  mo- 
ney for  the  purpose  ol  bail  ting  a Railway  o 
Annapolis  the  New  Brunswick  border,  and  Pic- 
tou; but  before  the  line  got  much  more  than 
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underway,  the  Hailway  Commissioners  found 
it  to  cost  as  follows  : 

Extract  from  Railway  Comm’flsion,  F^b  ft,  1866:— 

“ Taking  the  cost  ot  the  road  completed  and  equipped, 
the  contracts  entered  into,  and  the  prices  paid  for 
materials  as  a basis  of  calculation,  the  Hoard  are  war- 
ranted in  believing  that,  the  cost  of  the  61  mites  fin- 
ished aud  contracted  for,  will  not  exceed  £7,873  per 
mi'e  I his  amount  includes  the  maintenance  ot  way 
ol  50  miles  of  he  road  for  months,  from  the  period 
of  c mn'etion  ” 

Th  • Mo  ning  Chrotvcle  of  the?19  h of  March,  1857, 
a’so  ays:—*  i hat  to  finish  and  equip  the  lines  fr  m 
Hali  ax  to  Windsor  and  Pietou,  in  a manner  suitable  } 
to  th  existing  condition  of  the  Province,  will  cost  | 
£855  400  sterling. t’  “ The  above  i«  the  substance  of  a i 
stat.-m  at  made  by  Mr  tlowe  in  the  Assembly  a few 
days  ago,  and  furnishes  a readv  answer  to  all  the 
trash  about  our  railways  c osting  £10,000  a mile. 

The  result  was  that  when  the  present  rail- 
ways were  completed,  the  line  to  Windsor  had 
cost  us  over  £12  000,  and  the  other  line  over 
£10,000.  Therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  *che  peo- 
ple oi  Nova  Scotia  were  deceived  with  reference 
to  the  cost  of  railways,  and  would  never  have 
consented  to  build  them  as  Government  works, 
had  they  supposed  they  were  going  to  cost  so 
much;  and  I hope  the  Pietou  line  will  end  our 
experience  ot  fhe  system.  I do  not  intend  to 
refer  you  to  the  criminations  and  recriminations 
of  the  past,  on  the  subject,  in  (his  House  and  in 
the  Pre?-s.  Enough  matter  ha3  been  written 
and  published  already  to  fill  up  a good  sized 
library  lor  any  individual  in  this  count? y ; and 
yet  nil  w>*  hnve  got  are?  90  miles  of  railroad. — 
Let  me,  however,  before  concluding  this  portion 
ofmv  remarks,  read  you  a short  extract  in  con 
nection  with  she  subject,  which  may  bed  inte- 
rest ?o  some  gentlemen  : — 

Extracts  from  a P’acard  of  Mr.  Howe's:— “Nova 
Scotia  cannot  be  'ax»d  by  building  railroads,  because 
they  will  ■ * productive  ano  pay  f r themselves  ” 

“ Because  the  r.uglish  raiin  ads,  upon  which  mil- 
lions have  been  spprit,  are  productive.” 

“ Because  aM  5 he  railroads  of  the  United  Sf»tes, 
though  built  with  money  costing  from  7 to  12  per 
. cen  , p <y  ” 

“ Because  the  only  railways  yet  built  in  this  Pro- 
vince pay  ” 

“ bur,  if  the  railroads  should  not  pay  for  a few 
years,  we  have  ample  sources  from  which  to  meet  the 
defi  iewey.” 

• Should  it-  be  necessary  to  raise  a few  thousand 
pounds,  we  eati  easily  do  it  ivithout  taxing  the  people  ” 

“ We  - h •>. H have  8J  per  cent,  ouiy  to  pay  until  the 
rallr  ads  -re  productive,”  and  '•  when  h y a-e  we 
shall  pay  G£  per  cent,  out  of  the  earnings  ol  the  rail- 
roads for  vt  years,  and  that  will  extinguish  the  whole 
debt  principal  and  interest.” 

“ We  run  no  risk,  then,  in  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads by  Government.” 

There  has  been  so  much  said  already  by  se 
veral  g mlemen  who  have  spoken  in  reference 
to  the  rou  e estimated,  and  probable  cost,  and 
the  8t\  le  of  road  we  are  to  get  to  Pietou, 
under  trie  present  mangement,  that  I don’t 
think  it  worh  my  while  to  say  much  more. 

I did  hope  that  were  done  with  such  questions 
as  the  present,  n this  country  I think  there 
has  b°en  a certain  amount  of  time  washed  It 
is  seldom  ? have  occupied  the  public  time  in 
this  House  b t I can  safely  say  ’n  reference  to 
my  vine  on  the  present  occasion  that  l am  not 
bound  to  support  the  government  by  any  pledge 
to  my  const?  uems  I lid  not  come  here  p’edged 
to  any  set  of  political  men.  I am  free  to  vote 


against  the  government  but  as  long  as  their  pub- 
lic action  commend  its  If  to  hay  sound  judgment 
I shall  give  them  my  co  dial  co-operation.  The 
very  instant  I think  they  are  unfit  to  hold 
their  present  positions,  I shall  vote  to  displace 
them  for  those  who  may  be  more  worthy  of 
public  confii°nce.  I approve  of  the  action 
taken  by  the  government  in  taking  these  con- 
tracts out  of  the  Hands  of  the  con'rac'ors,  and 
giving  them  to  Mr.  Fleming  The  government 
know  b tter  than  I can,  ow  necessary  it  was 
for  them  to  pursue  this  course.  They  were 
anxious  to  build  the  road  as  cheaply  andfluicMy 
as  was  practicable,  and  iheonly  way  they  could 
achieve  this  result  was  by  giving  the  contract 
to  a skilled  and  experienced  m»o  like  t h late 
Chief  Engineer.  I feel  disposed  to  support  the 
government  because  they  are  having  the  work 
constructed  at  a m ch  less  rate  than  it  was 
thought  it  could  be  done.  The  les.s  the  Pietou 
line  costs,  th*1  more  money  there  will  be  for  the 
road  from  Windsor  to  Annapolis  and  to  New 
Brunswick 

I regret  very  much  that  the  hon.  leader  of 
the  opposition  should  have  assumed  so  much  as 
he  did  with  reppect  to  »he  character  and  ability 
of  Mr.  Fleming  and  M r.  McNab  ; be  should 
have  produced  some  facts  to  this  * onse  betore 
drawing  the  deductions  ^he  did  As  respec’8 
the  hon  member's  long  array  of  figures,  they 
put  me  in  mind  of  a gentleman  in  my  county 
who  spent  a long  time,  and  thought  at  last  he 
had  a great  discovery  which  he  wished  to  pub- 
lish in  the  Newspapers.  “ I have  discovered,” 
say 8 he;  “ that  I can  prove  that  mode  of  Bap- 
tism by  ihe  Rule  of  Three  ” He  figured  it  all 
outjustasMr  Archiball  has  done  in  reference 
to  the  Pietou  Railway,  and  with  about  as  much 
certainty 

Admit  that  Mr.  Archibald  is  a clever  finan- 
cier,— that  he  made  a most  able  statement  in 
regard  to  the  building  of  the  Pietou  line  in  1859; 
but  somehow  these  figures  never  went  into 
practical  operation  I certainly  was  not  a little 
amused  with  the  zeal  and  pner  v displayed  by 
the  member  for  Nor*h  Colchester  ( Mr  McLel- 
lao),  and  I could  not  help  thinking  if  he  and 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  had  only  dropped 
a few  tears,  what  capital  sensation  preachers 
they  would  ave  made.  They  appealed  to  the 
feelings  an  1 passions  of  hon.  gendemen  most 
admirably,  and  when  they  put  up  their  tremb- 
ling hands,  and  assumed  the  attitude  and  gra- 
vity of  a divine,  I thought;  that  they  hail  cer- 
tainly mistaken  their  vocation.  The  honorable 
member  for  Inverness  made  a laughable  speech, 
arid  laughed  at  it  as  heartily  as  anybody  t-lpe  ; 
he  is  clever  at  witticisms,  but  I thought  hts  re- 
marks added  but  little  to  those  that  preceded; 
after  the  tragedy  generally  comes  the  fares  — 
Then  there  was  the  real,  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, for  it  seems  there  are  two  gendemen  in 
that  position  The  hon  member  for  Houth 
Colchester  supports  the  Government  in  some 
questions  and  is  not  therefore  the  real  leader  ; 
but  the  hon.  member  for  Guysboro  opposes 
them  in  every  measure.  It  makes  no  differ- 
ence wh  t the  question  is,  but  he  is  to  be  found  l 
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to  the  fore,  and  in  my  mind  it  is  doubtful  whe 
ther  he  hammers  the  Government  or  his  own 
desk  'he  most  The  hon  member  evidently 
felt  he  had  a bad  case,  or  else  he  would  hardly 
have  resorted  to  the  arguments  he  did  to  sub- 
stantiate a charge  against  the  Government 
Mr.  Blackwood  said : When  the  question 
of  extension  of  our  present  railway  to  Picfcou 
was  introduced  into  this  house  in  1864  I gave 
my  cordial  support  to  the  government,  beiiev- 
iug  that  the  measure  would  be  carried  out  in 
good  faith.  1 think  it  is  a poor  argument  for 
any  government  to  defend  themselves  by  re- 
ference to  what  has  bH>en  dene  by  their  prede- 
cessors. In  dealing  with  this  question  I shall 
not  attempt  to  euter  into  any  calculations,  nor 
shall  I attempt  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
house  for  any  length  of  time;  but,  as  I view  it, 
the  question  under  consideration  is  this:  Were 
the  government  of  the  day  justified  in  dealing 
with  the  Pietou  line  as  ihev  have  done?  Did 
the  necessities  of  the  case  demand  that  they 
should  pursue  such  a course?  I have  listened 
with  atteution  to  the  various  remarks  that 
have  been  made  by  gentlemen  that  have  pro- 
ceeded me,  and  must  say  that  I have  not  heard 
any  jus  ification  of  the  government  that  can 
bear  investigation.  I cannot  see  at  all  why  all 
the  contracts  should  have  been  taken  from  the 
co  tractors,  and  handed  over  to  Mr  Fleming. 
If  two  or  three  contracts  are  given  up,  was 
that  any  reason  why  all  the  others  should 
be  forced  to  be  given  up  to  the 
government  that  they  might  give  the  entire 
line  to  Mr.  Fleming?  No.  7 was  the  only  con- 
tract that  was  really  a failure,  and  every  one 
knows  that  it  was  the  most  difficult  section  on 
the  whole  road.  If  the  whole  liue  had  been 
put  up  to  tender  a second  time,  then  there 
would  be  something  tangible  to  go  upon  as  to 
its  cost.  It  was  a most  injurious  precedent 
to  act  as  the  government  have  done  in  a matter 
of  such  large  importance.  The  people  look 
with  great  jealousy  at  all  improper  handling 
of  their  money;  in  dealing  with  it,  you  should 
act  iu  strict  accordance  with  law  In  the  pre- 
sent ease,  two  millions  of  money  were  taken 
without  the  slightest  shadow  of  the  authority 
of  the  law.  If  the  whole  work  had  been  put 
up  for  tender,  Mr.  Fleming  would  have  been 
justified  in  tendering  for  it,  and  the  Govern- 
ment might  have  given  him  the  contract  if 
they  saw  they  could  do  so  in  accordance  with 
the  public  interests.  The  resolution  bef  re  the 
house  meets  with  my  approbation,  and  I shall 
he  irt.ily  vote  for  it.  Some  gentlemen  have 
stated  that  the  Opposition  are  actuated  by  fac- 
tious purposes;  as  far  as  I am  concerned  I 
deny  the  charge.  I do  not  act  for  election  pur- 
poses ; when  a goverment  do  right  I shall 
support  them;  when  they  do  wrong,  it  is  equal- 
ly my  duty  to  oppose  them.  . Members  hviug 
at  a distance  cannot  have  any  distinct  idea  o 
the  manner  iu  which  the  work  is  really  con 
ducted.  Ttie  hon.  member  for  South  Colches 
1 ter,  and  the  hon.  member  for  East  Pietou  have 
i given  us  a tew  important  facts  in  connection 
with  this  question;  and  I must  here  say 
that  I would  like  to  have  heard  the  other 
gentlemen  representing  the  districts  of 
Pietou  equally  outspoken  in  their  views. 

, I regret  that  auy  government  should  endeavor 
to  establish  so  dangerous  a precedent  iu  this 
i country,  and  I hope  that  this  House  will  re- 


strain them.  If  this  Le  islature  he  no  restraint 
upou  them,  where  will  their  unbridled  license 
end?  The  hon.  Attorney  General  told  us  that 
lthere  are  cases  where  necessity  over-rides  the 
aw,  but  1 canuot  seeg  any  extraordinary  case 
man  will  carefully  consider  the  effect  t-hie 
question  may  have  upon  the  present  and  ths 
future  acts  of  government.  If  you  say  that  a 
government  have  a right  to  make  such  con- 
tracts as  these  in  direct  violation  of  law,  then 
they  are  potent  to  do  what  they  like — there  is 
no  limit  to  their  power.  That  was  a very  im- 
proper expression  that  fell  from  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Annapolis — “gentlemen  were  being 
hounded  on”;  I never  heard  a more  ungracious 
remark  than  that.  I have  not  b^eu  “ bounded 
on”,  1 have  been  simply  induced  to  take  my 
preseut  action  by  a conscientious  conviction 
that  it  was  my  duty  as  a representative  of  the 
people,  as  one  of  the  guardians  of  the  public  in- 
terests. 

Mr  Donald  Fraser  said  — Mr  Fcbreiber 
was  at  Pietou  last  Jan  ary,  and  stated  to  a 
gentleman  of  high  standing  that  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  was  to  put  a boat  on 
the  harbour  something  like  the  one  between 
New  Glasgow  and  P«ctou-not  much  better 
than  a common  ferry-boat.  This,  of  course,  na- 
turally excited  the  feelings  of  a good  many  per- 
ons,  and  a public  meeting  was  called,  at  which 
t was  present,  as  well  as  Mr.  Schreiber  and 
he  present  contractor,  the  supposed  to  be  Chief 
Engineer.  Resolutions  were  passed  authorizing 
the  government  to  put  such  a boat  on  the  har- 
bor as  would  suit  the  requirements  of  that  part 
of  the  country.  After  the  resolution  was  pass  d, 
Mr.  Fleming  got  up  and  stated  it  was  -he  inten- 
tion of  ttie  Government  to  put  on  such  a boat. 
I now  would  like  to  ask  the  Provincial  Secretary 
what  are  the  intentions  of  the  Government? 
Are  they  going  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  Mr  Fleming1?  What  supervision  are  they 
going  to  have  over  the  line?  I do  not  wish  to 
say  one  word  more  about  Mr  Fleming  than  is 
absolutely  necessary  ; but  my  duty  compels  me 
to  state  that  there  was  never  an  Engineer  in 
any  ountry  who  acted  in  a more  tyrannical 
manner  than  he  has  acted  Those  put  under 
him,  from  the  very  first  day  they  have  - ntered 
the  county  of  Pietou,  have  acted  bke  tyrants. 
I say  to  the  present  government,  much  a i ad- 
mire their  general  policy,  that  it  is  a great  mis- 
take to  allow  strangers  to  come  into  the  co  ntry 
and  treat  our  people  as  they  have  been  treated 
by  Mr.  Fleming  and  his  subordinates  Mr. 
McNab  I do  not  know ; he  may  be  a good 
Engineer,  but  he  was  brought  up  in  a bad  school. 
The  history  of  the  Canadian  road,  the  Grand 
Trunk  especially,  i3  known  through  the  length 
an  t breadih  of  the  land  ; and  I do  hope  that  the 
government  will  see  that  the  interests  of.  ihe 
country  are  fully  protected  The  government 
may  depend  upon  i that  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
country  are  upon  them.  They  will  have  to  put 
such  men  on  the  work  as  will  see  that  it  is  done 
to  the  entire  satisfacdon  of  the  country.  The 
present  government  have  done  more  than  any 
other  that  was  ever  in  power.  They  have,  in 
fact,  legislated  too  fast  for  the  people — have 
given  more  than  the  people  expected  or  were 
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ready  to  accept.  They  have  made  arrange- 
ments for  railways  East,  West  and  North,  that 
the  people  have  b^en  demanding  for  3 ears,  and 
I believe,  on  ihe  whole,  they  have  done  a v>;s'. 
amount  of  good.  I believe  the  government  have 
betn  milled  in  connection  with  the  Pictou  line, 
I must  add  that  it  is  exceedingly  strange  if  Mr. 
Flemiug  could  1 ot  find  any  one  in  this  country 
willing  to  go  lecurity  for  him  unless  he  paid 
$50  000  I have  never  been  asked  for  a penny 
for  S'curity  when  I have  been  a contractor  on 
railways. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  replied, — I am 
not  sorry  that  this  question  has  been  put  to  the 
government  by  the  hon.  member.  As  respects 
tbe  ferrv,  ibe  government  have  felt  from  the 
first  that  they  would  not  be  only  wanting  in 
their  dury  to  the  town  of  Pictou,  but  to  the  in- 
terest- of  the  wbolecountry,  if  they  did  not  pro- 
vide efficient  means  of  communication  between 
that  town  and  the  Railway  'Hie  Railway 
termin’u8  was  carried  to  Fisher’s  Grant  in  con- 
sequence of  the  report  made  by  the  Chief 
Engineer,  which  commended  itself  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  government.  The  intention  ot  the 
government  from  the  first  has  been  that  there 
should  be  a railway  swion  in  the  town  of  Pic- 
tou,  where  all  passengers  and  goods  lor  Halifax 
should  be  received,  and  that  the  most  efficient 
means  of  communica  ion  between  the  Railway 
and  the  station  should  be  provided  For  that 
reason  that  part  of  the  contract  h*d  been  left,  as 
the  House  will  perceive,  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  government.  Mr.  Fleming  will,  in  point  of 
fact,  carry  out  that  part  of  the  contract  more 
in  the  capacity  of  a Chief  Engineer  than  as  a 
contractor.  The  contract  provides  that  the 
government  can  incur  any  expenditure  that  they 
may  consider  necessary  for  this  purpo  e.  I 
regret  the  strong  observations  which  the  hon 
member  has  made  with  reference  to  the  late 
chief  engineer  1 am  aware  that  he  gave  great 
dissatisfaction  to  the  representatives  of  one 
division  of  the  county  by  the  r port  which  he 
made  upon  the  location  of  the  line,  but  I have 
yet  to  learn,  (and  my  own  opinion  is  unchanged 
on  the  subject  that  he  did  not  make  a mostjudi- 
cio!  s change — for  there  were  important  interests 
requiring  that  change  I do  not  know  any  man 
placed  in  a public  position  that  is  exposed  to  a 
larger  amount  of  obloquy  than  a railway  engi- 
neer— excepting,  of  course,  a Provincial  Secre- 
tary. The  House  does  not  require  to  be  told 
that  Mr.  Forman  was  not  many  years  in  this 
country  before  every  contractor  on  the  line, 
and  all  their  friends  denounced  him  as  the 
worst  man  that  ever  breathed  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Laurie— a gentleman  who  now 
appears  to  be  considered  a most  reliable  au 
thority  on  both  sides  of  the  House ; I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  I never  met  a man 
who  possessed  my  confidence  to  a greater 
degree  than  he  did ; but  before  be  had  com 
pleted  is  work,  the  same  men  that  had  de- 
nounced Mr.  Forman  said  the  latter  was  no 
half  as  bad  as  his  successor.  He  has  been 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Fleming,  to  receive  the 


denunciations  which  his  predecessors  had  to 
suffer  I may  also  add,  in  reference  to  s^me 
remarks  that  tell  from  another  gendeman  repre- 
senting Pictou,  that  Ido  not  know  how  it  is  pos- 
sible for  a government  to  carry  on  a government 
railway  without  giving  unlimited  power  and 
confidence  to  the  chief  engineer.  It  was  neces- 
sary in  the  case  of  Mr.  Forman  and  Mr  Laurie. 
vv e are  obliged  to  surrender  to  a.  large  extent 
the  whole  management  into  the  hands'  of  this 
officer  I have  watched  Mr  Fleming’s  conduct 
closely,  and  I have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
he  gave  every  possible  facility  and  assistance  to 
the  contractors  for  the  completion  of  their  work. 
Mr  Fleming  is  perfectly  well  aware  that  the 
government  will  expect  from  him  the  same  de- 
scription of  work  he  required  from  the  contract- 
ors It  is  th^ir  intention  to  supervise  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  as  closely  as  it  is  possible, 
and  see  that  the  Province  receives  the  advan- 
tage of  a very  sup-Tor  road  Kvery  engineer 
in  Nova  Scoua  and  New  Brunswick,  whose  ser- 
vices could  be  made  available,  were  employed 
before  a single  Canadian  was  allowed  to  come 
upon  it  With  respect  to  Mr  Fleming  s appear- 
ance at  the  meeting  in  New  Glasgow,  I under- 
stand he  said  thus  : — As  tar  as  he  was  informed 
of  the  intentions  ot  the  governrnenr,  it  was  that 
efficient  arrangements  should  be  made.  He  wag 
aware  that  the  government  held  that  part  of  the 
contract  in  their  own  hands. 

Mr  Tobin  said — I did  not  intend  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  this  question  at  all,  fori 
felt  that  it  was  in  good  hands  I felt  after  the 
exhaustive  rt  marks  of  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition of  the  Provincial  Secretary,  of  the  Atty. 
General,  and  of  other,  gentlemen  on  both  sides, 
that  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  occupy 
the  public  time.  When,  however,  I hear  the 
character  of  a man  assailed  as  that  of  Mr  Flem- 
ing has  been,  I cannot  hesitate  to  rise  in  his 
defence  That  gentleman,  the  House  must  know, 
occupies  a position  not  only  in  British  America, 
but  in  she  estimation  of  the  British  Government 
>.hat  should  place  him  above  su<  h insinuations. 
If  Mr.  Fleming  had  asked  my  advice  vv  hen  he 
was  pressed  by  the  Government  to  become 
co  tractor  for  the  Pictou  line,  I would  have 
said  to  him  : have  nothing  to  do  with  it ; you 
will  become  a shuttlecock  for  two  political 
parties ; with  your  reputation  in  your  pro- 
fession you  should  avoid  a position  beset  with 
so  many  difficulties  Mr.  Fleming  did  not 
ask  my  advice — indeed  I never  knew  he  was 
contractor  until  I accidentally  heard  it  from  an 
hon.  gentleman  here— but  it  be  had,  that  is  what 
I would  have  told  him.  When  I read  these 
paper  , I find  that  the  contractors  v ere  coming 
up  day  after  day  and  saying  that  they  could 
not  perform  their  contracts  I believe  that  the 
Government,  in  relieving  them  and  their  sure 
* it  s,  conferred  the  greatest  benefit  upon  them. 
What  next  1 The  chief  engineer  recommended 
the  Government  to  carry  on  the  work  them- 
selves ; but  a*  ter  doing  so  for  a certain  time  they 
found  that  it  was  inconvenient— that  it  would, 
in  all  probability,  entail  a far  larger  expense 
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upon  the  country.  Then  the  Government 
solicited  Mr.  Fleming  to  take  the  contract 
himself,  and  he  consented  When  the  House 
passed  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  the  I ic 
tou  line,  I said  it  would  be  better  to  let  the 
construction  of  the  line  to  one  contractor,  for 
otherwise  we  would  have  a repetition  to  a large 
extent  of  the  difficulties  that  occurred  in  con- 
nection with  the  Windsor  and  Truro  Rail- 
ways. That  advice  was  not  taken,  and  per- 
haps for  the  best  of  motives  The  govern- 
ment felt  that  they  would  like  to  give  to  the 
people  of  the  Province  an  opportunity  of 
shariog  in  the  construction  of  the  road.  Diffi- 
culties, a good  deal  like  those  that  formerly 
arose  in  connection  with  our  railways.  We 
were  obliged  to  pay  large  amounts  formerly  lor 
extras,  but  under  the  present  system  no  s ;ch 
claims  could  properly  arise.  The  contractors 
knew  exactly  what  kind  of  work  they  had  to 
perform,  and  what  price  they  had  to  receive.  It 
appears,  however,  that  the  difficulty  was  that 
they  took,  in  many  cases,  the  work  ior  prices 
that  were  too  low.  Suppose  these  contracts  had 
been  again  put  up  to  tender,  what  would  have 
been  tue  consequence  ? The  facts  brought  here 
prove  they  could  not  have  been  relet  except 
by  lar8e^  increasing  the  cost  of  the  railway. 
Then  *he  government  asked  Mr.  Fleming  if  he 
could  perform  his  work  within  his  estimate,  and 
flnd  in  that  save  the  Province  a large  expendi- 
ture, a°d  he  replied  he  could.  I cannot  see  that 
the  country  can  complain  when  it  is  to  get  a 
superiop  road  built  expeditiously  by  a man  of 
great  skill  like  Mr.  Fseming. 

MR.  ARCHIBALD’S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  Archibald — 1 must  confess,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, now  that  this  question  has  been  discussed  for 
days — now  that  every  feature  of  the  transaction 
has  been  exposed  by  the  observations  of  gentle- 
men on  one  side  or  the  other,  I was  not  prepar- 
ed for  the  statement  just  made  by  my  hon  friend 
from  Halifax.  That  gentleman  represents  the 
chief  commercial  city  in  the  proviuce — he  is  him- 
se  f engaged  m large  business  transactions  which 
require  calculation  and  thought,  and  now  that 
this  matter  has  been  sifted  so  thoroughly,  and 
my  hon  friend  rises  to  make  the  last  speech  on 
the  subject  before  the  debate  closes,  I am  asto- 
nished to  hear  him  say  that  Mr  Fleming  has  un 
dertaken  to  do  the  work  on  the  Pictou  Railway 
$100,000  within  his  own  estimate!;  if  I have 
been  so  hopelessly  incapable  of  making  myself  un- 
derstood that  a gentleman  of  his  capacity,  and 
skill,  and  commercial  experience,  is  unable  to 
appreciate  the  argument;  if  I have  failed  to 
make  him  see  that,  instead  of  the  fact  being  as 
he  stated  it,  Mr.  Fleming  has  undertaken  the 
work  at  an  advance  of  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  above  his  estimate,  I feel  that  the 
compliments  paid  to  m<j,  even  in  the  equivocal 
manner  of  the  hon  member  for  Kings,  are  not 
due  to  me.  Surely  I caD  hardly  have  put  the 
question  intelligibly  before  the  house,  if  it  is  open 
at  this  stage  of  the  di-cussion  to  any  one  to  rise 
and  venture  such  a statement  as  he  has  made.  I 
•hould  have  liked,  if  it  were  a suitable  occasion 


now,  to  have  reviewed  my  hon  friend’s  speech, 
and  also  referred  to  the  eccentric  argum  nts  of 
the  hon  member  for  Kings,  and  those  of  the  other 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  this  afternoon,  but 
their  arguments  will  all  come  under  review  in  my 
reply  to  other  speakers.  1 feel  now  that  the  de- 
bate has  eng  'ged  the  attent  on  of  the  bouse  for  a 
fortnight — and  when  every  member  has  been 
wearied  by  calculations  on  one  side  or  the  other, 
1 should  be  doing  injustice  to  the  house  were  I 
to  say  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  lay 
before  the  house  my  views  of  the  arguments  by 
which  the  resolution  has  been  met.  I would 
not,  however,  be  doing  justice  to  myself 
or  to  the  House,  or  to  the  people  outside  these 
walls,  if  I did  not  at  the  risk  of  wearying  yeur 
patience,  undertake  to  review  some  of  the  more 
important  arguments  which  have  been  pressed 
upon  your  attention.  Before  going  into  the 
general  question  1 will  refer  briefly  to  one  or  two 
preliminary  matters.  The  Prov.  Secretary,  in 
the  opening  of  his  address,  labored  t©  convince 
the  House  that  I had  shown  great  want  of  courtesy 
in  imroducing  the  Resolution  without  waiting 
until  the  Attorney  General  was  in  his  place,  and 
the  Attorney  General  himself,  in  addressing  the 
House,  took  exactly  25  minutes  to  expatiate  on 
the  same  subject.  Now  I am  in  the  judgment  of 
tie  House -my  conduct  has  bem  before  them 
since  1852  when  I entered  this  Assembly — and  I 
ask  fearlessly  whether  I was  open  to  the  charge 
of  discourtesy,  in  my  conduct  towards  the  mem- 
bers of  the  government  ? But  when  the  Attorney 
General  had  accumulated  all  the  instances  he 
could  call  to  his  recollection  of  the  courtesy  which 
gentlemen  on  this  side  had  received  from  the  go- 
vernment he  was  still  unable  to  satisfy  his  leader, 
and  the  Prov.  Secretary  suggested  to  him  that  a 
great  instance  of  courtesy  had  been  shown  to  me 
even  in  this  debate  when  the  government  agreed 
to  the  postponement  of  the  day  for  introducing  my 
resolution  to  the  notice  of  the  House.  Now  it  is 
something  new  for  a government  to  claim  credit 
for  courtesy  in  consenting  to  postpone  a resolu- 
tion by  which  they  themselves  were  to  be  subject- 
ed to  censure.  Great  as  was  their  courtesy  in 
consenting  to  any  delay,  I apprehend  they  would 
even  have  indulged  me  so  far  as  to  consent  to 
postpone  it  forever,  had  the  favor  been  sought  at 
their  hands.  But  let  me  say  that  this  extension 
of  the  time  was  no  act  of  mine,  I neither  asked 
for  nor  desired  it— I was  ready  and  most  anxious 
to  proceed  but  at  the  request  of  my  friend  Mr. 
Locke,  who  wished  that  some  members  who  took 
a great  interest  in  the  question  and  who  had  not 
reached  town  at  the  time  should  be  present,  I 
consented  to  the  postponement  and  Cor  that  we 
neither  sought  nor  needed  the  consent  of 
the  government.  I hold,  however,  that  this 
question  was  not  one  in  which  the  presence  of  tha 
Attorney  General  was  particularly  required,— it 
was  a question,  touching  the  general  policy  of  the 
Government,  and  bad  the  Att’y.  General  been 
here,  it  would  not  have  been  his  duty,  i(  would 
have  been  the  dut)  of  th-  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment  to  reply.  Was  there  any  advantage  to  be 
gained  by  his  absence  in  the  introduction  of  the 
Resolution?  Was  there  not  rather  an  advantage 
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to  him,  when  he  came  to  reply,  to  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  deliberately  considering  the 
grounds  of  my  attack  before  he  addressed  the 
House?  Therefore,  instead  of  the  Government 
having  a right  to  complain  of  discourtesy  on  my 
part,  1 may  safely  call  upon  the  House  to  say  that 
they  are  at  no  disadvantage  whatever.  But  the 
Att’y.  General  came  here  on  Friday  and  address- 
ed the  House  at  length, — he  was  not  in  a frame  of 
mind  or  body  to  do  justice  to  his  own  view  of 
the  question  Did  he  find  any  disposition  to 
press  him  to  continue,  and  to  conclude  his 
speech  that  evening  1 It  would  have  been  a 
great  advantage  for  me  to  have  had  his  calcula- 
tions in  my  hands  in  time  to  give  them  deliberate 
I on  ^deration  before  replying,  but  I did  not  detire 
aim  to  proceed, — on  the  contrary  the  first  propo- 
sition for  an  adjournment  came  from  me  although 
it  would  give  him  Saturday  and  Monday  to 
elaborate  his  reply.  Therefore  so  far  from  any 
want  of  courtesy  being  exhibited  upon  this  side, 
1 think  that  even  in  this  debate  we  have  not 
ihown  ourselves  insensible  to  the  amenities  which 
.should  characterise  discussion  in  this  House. — 
There  was  a reason  why  the  debate  should  be 
urged  on  : The  question  was  one  in  which  the 

country  was  deeply  int  rested  and  the  people 
with  hardly  any  distinction  of  party  felt  that  in  a 
matter  of  such  magnitude,  which  had  been  con- 
cealed from  the  public  gaze  for  two  long  months 
t was  quite  time  that  th8  true  state  of  the  mat- 
ter shoa  d be  made  known.  Therefore  if  I had 
been  myself  disposed  to  delay  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  government  the  interests  of  the  great 
country  outside  these  walls  required  an 
early  investigation  of  the  transaction. — 
Among  the  extraordinary  instances  cited 
by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  factious  spi- 
rit in  which  this  side  of  the  house  had  acted  on 
former  occasions,  he  spoke  of  the  discussion  on 
the  bill  brought  in  in  1864  to  build  this  very  rail- 
road. I was  astonished  to  hear  him  say  that 
when  the  gentlemen  on  this  side  found  they  could 
not  defeat  the  measure,  they  claimed  credit  for 
coming  forward  to  support  it.  That  assertion 
places  me  in  a position  to  say  what  I otherwise 
would  not  have  said,  and  I tell  him  now  in  the 
face  of  the  country  and  in  the  hearing  of  gentle- 
men who  know  what  I say  is  true  that  at  the 
time  when  the  question  was  under  discussion, 
and  wren  it  was  unknown  what  course  I should 
take  on  the  question,  I had  placed  in  my  hands 
by  one  of  my  friends  and  supporters,  (but  who 
was  no  friend  of  the  Pictou  railroad ) the  names 
to  show  that  it  was  in  my  power  to  defeat  the  pro- 
position for  the  extension.  My  friend  will  well 
recollect  the  language  I used  on  that  occ  ision. — 
I said  to  him  that  1 would  rather  the  governmant 
should  continue  fifty  years  in  power  than  that  I 
should  debase  myself  and  the  party  who  had  ho- 
nored me  with  their  confidence,  by  abandoning 
my  political  convictions,  and  repudiating  the  prin- 
ciples I had  profes  ed.  Though  I held  at  that 
time  the  power  to  dofeat  the  bill  and  to  overthrow 
the  government,  yet  so  far  from  acting  factiously, 
that  was  the  answer  I gave  to  my  own  poitical 
and  personal  friend,  and  yet,  in  the  face  of  that 
fact,  the  Attorney  General,  who  received  the 


benefit  of  my  assistance,  and  who  carried  bis  bill 
by  it;  has  the  good  taste  to  rise  and  change  me 
with  factious  conduct.  The  Chief  Commission- 
er of  Railways  ventured  to  make  some  similar  ob- 
servations although  he  did  not  go  qu'te  so  far  as 
the  Attorney  General;  he  gave  me  credit  for  the 
support  I gave  the  government  on  the  question 
of  education  and  on  some  other  measures,  and  I 
tell  him  and  the  Provincial  Secretary  and  the  At- 
torney General,  that  without  the  aid  of  gentlemen 
at  this  side  of  the  House,  at  this  moment  the 
country  would  have  been  without  the  great  ad- 
vantages which  the  hon  member  for  Pictou  as- 
sures us  the  government  have  conferred  upon  it. 
If  at  this  moment  the  educational  interests  of  the 
province  are  in  an  improved  condition,  it  is  due  to 
the  fact, that  memberson  this  side  refused  to  do  what 
a factious  opposition  could  have  done, and  that  they 
sacrificed  their  party  interests  to  the  interests  of 
the  country.  I ask  the  Attorney  General  and 
Pr  viucial  Secretary,  if  on  this  very  subject  of 
Education  our  conduct  does  not  contrast  most 
creditably  with  theirs?  When  we  were  in  power, 
the  present  Chief  Justice  introduced  an  education- 
al measure  into  this  House.  Did  we  find  the 
Provincial  Secretary  or  the  Attorney  General 
coming  forward  like  men  and  taking  a full  share 
of  the  responsibility?  Not  one  of  them. 

Hon.  Att’y  Gekeral— I was  in  the  Govern- 
ment that  introduced  the  bill. 

Mr.  Archibald  continued — Then  I tell  the 
Attorney  General  that  he  was  in  good  company 
for  once,  but  how  did  his  colleague  act?  Did  he 
ac:  in  a way  that  would  put  it  in  his  power  to 
challenge  the  conduct  of  any  member  of  this 
House?  Did  he  sacrilice  the  attachment  of  his 
friends,  did  he  alienate  the  feelings  of  any  of  those 
who  usually  supported  him  by  coming  bold  y for- 
ward and  declaring  in  favor  of  a Bill  vfhieh  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  embarrass  the 
Government  by  opposing?  Let  him  make 
his  own  reply.  Then  the  Cotfimissi oner  cf 
Railvays  talked  of  my  beiDg  “hounded  on  ” 
by  the  press  to  make  this  attack ; now  iV  t 
Speaker,  this  is  not  one  of  the  sins  I am  likely 
commitee.  I fear  I am  not  in  the  habit  of 
paying  as  much  at  ention  as  I ought  to  the  fourth 
estate  of  the  re*lm,  I am  afraid  my  error  is  rather 
on  the  side  of  undervaluing  the  press  of  this 
country.  From  time  to  time  I b;vebeeu  the  sub- 
ject of  calumnious  attack  ia  the  press  but  so  far  a; 
my  recollection  serves  me  I have  never  thought 
it  necessary  to  write  asingle  line  in  a newspaper- 
repelling  these  attacks.  If  I sought  that  kind  of 
popularity  that  is  obtained  by  riding  upon  eve*y 
surge  of  popular  opinion  and  by  yielding  to 
every  passing  p ejudice  and  passion,  1 mig!  t 
estimate  more  highly  the  position  taken  by  the 
press  from  time  to  t me.  but  l feel  that  behind 
the  pres^,  and  more  to  be  valued  than  the  press 
itself,  is  the  opinion  of  the  class  of  people  who 
judge  for  themselves,  who  look  it  things,  not  i i 
their  party  or  political  aspects,  but  who  judge  of 
them  as  they  are.  It  is  the  good  opinion  of  these 
men — the  good  opinion  of  the  sober  mmded — of 
the  intelligent,  of  the  thoughtful  classes  Of  the 
commnnity  which  I appreciate  and  value 
beyond  expression,  and  while  I neither  care 
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for  uor  court  the  popularity  which  is  won 
without  merit  and  lost  without  fault,  I do 
feel  that  the  greatest  reward  which  a public  mau 
can  seek  is  the  esteem  and  respect  of  those  who 
themselves  deserve  to  be  esteemed  and  respected. 

The  Commissioner  of  Railways  says  he  has  a 
desire  to  think  charitably  of  his  fellow  m n.  I 
ask  him  whether,  when  he  fouad  me  time  after 
time  assisting  him  and  his  friends  on  questions 
which  brought  me  into  antagonism  to  some  of 
the  gentlemen  with  whom  I usually  act,  a very 
small  exercise  of  his  usual  Christian  charity  might 
not  have  led  him  in  this  instance  to  suppose  it 
possible  that  in  opposing  them  I was  governed  by 
motives  as  pure  as  when  l supported  them?  The 
Pr  'incial  Secretary  also  charges  me  with  ran- 
sack ng  the  English  language  for  terms  of  ob- 
loquy and  reproach, — now  my  speech  has  been  re- 
ported—is  now  in  print  before  him.  I ask  him  to 
take  that  e itire  speech  and  show  me  a single  line 
or  word  that  the  chastest  speaker  in  the  Imperial 
Parliament  might  not  have  used  without  blame 
The  hardest  language  I used  was  the  assertion 
that  for  two  months  the  business  of  the  ii3ilway 
department  had  been  conducted  under  false  pr 
tenees  Does  the  Provincial  Secretary  deny  it, 
or  the  Attorney  (General,  or  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment? Then  by  what  language  other  than  the 
plain  English,  could  I state  the  fact  that  for 
two  months  h)  who  was  only  a contractor,  was 
representing  himself  as  Government  Engineer, 
that  he  who  assumed  to  be  entrusted  vTth  the 
c mddence  and  to  represent  the  interests  of  the 
government  in  reality  represented  only  his  own 
interests  ? Does  this  House  need  more  than  the 
manly  expressions  of  the  hon  m mber  for 
Pictou  to  convince  them  that  this  position  could 
reflect  no  credit  on  either  the  Government  or  Mr. 
Fleming,  that  it  could  be  expressed  in  no  other 
language  than  in  the  terms  I applied  to  it.  But 
what  is  the  Prov.  Secy’s  excuse?  He  admits 
the  concealment,  hut  says  it  was  done  to  save  the 
public  money.  Is  that  true  ? I do  not  mean  to 
say  that  he  has  stated  what  h?  knew  to  be  untrue 
but  is  the  statement  true  in  point  of  fact?  On  the 
10th  of  January  Mr.  Fleming  entered  into  the 
contract — by  this  contract  he  became  chargeable 
with  the  ent.re  amount  due  to  contractors.  The 
money  to  pay  them  was  to  come  out  of  his 
pocket  and  the  object  of  the  concealment  was 
therefore  not  to  save  th  ■ Province  but  to  save  the 
contractor.  Away  then  goes  the  only  exeuse 
given  by  the  Prov.  Sec.  for  degrading  the 
Government  and  the  department.  The 
Attorney  General  indeed  says  it  was  a part  of’ 
the  bargain.  S>  that  if  his  statement  be  correct, 
we  have  Mr  Fleming  formally  insisting  that  not 
only  should  the  work  be  handed  over  to  him  in  ut 
ter  disd.dn  of  law,  but  that  the  government  should 
prostrate  themselves  in  the  du-t  before  him  aid 
contract  to  act  themselves,  and  to  make  the  whole 
government  act  for  mouths  unde  false  pretences 
to  advance  his  interests,  and  this  magnificent  go 
vernment  on  their  bended  kn^es  accept  the  ter  ns, 
and  then  allege  the  contract  as  an  excuse  for  their 
c n luct.  The  Provincial  Secretary  has  had  the 
good  taste  to  speak  of  me  as  ‘‘the  gentleman 
styled  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.”  The  At- 


orney  General,  with  the  fertility  of  invention 
which  distinguishes  him,  has  repeated  the  ready 
made  sneer — the  member  for  Kings  gave  us  the 
expression  five  or  six  times  this  afternoon.  Now,  j 
sir,  I have  not  given  mysell  the  title,  and  if  gen-  , 
tlemen  with  whom  I generally  act  choose  to  use 
that  expression,  that  is  a matter  for  themselves; 
but  surely,  sjurely,  from  the  government  side  of 
the  house  this  languagejshould  not  come.  If  1 have 
dealt  with  their  measures  in  a spirit  of  generous 
forbearance,  if  I have  assisted  them  in  disregard 
of  the  claims  of  party  my  conduct  might  justly 
subject  me  to  reproof  from  this  side  of  the  house, 
but  the  petty  sneer  of  the  Provincial  Secre  ary, 
and  the  miserable  echo  of  the  Attorney  General, 
on  y show  their  uPer  incapacity  to  appreciate  a 
generous  act.  The  Provincial  Secretary  also 
charged  me  with  acting  unjust  y,  in  dealing  with 
the  character  of  a public  officer  and  in  refusing  to 
allow  him  to  interrupt  me  to  make  an  explanation 
which  he  s id  would  show  my  arguments  to  be 
founded  on  a fallacy.  I knew  he  was  wrong, — I 
had  done  what  he  had  not — I had  taken  pains  to 
understand  the  papers  and  I was  quite  sure  that 
if  he  spoke  for  an  hour,  he  would  not  shake  a 
single  statement  I had  made,  but  I refused  to  be 
interrupted  because  l desired  to  set  before  the 
House  a series  of  propositions.  My  argument 
did  not  depend  on  anv  one  or  two  or  three  of  tbe 
statements  I made, —if  even  I were  wrong  in  these 
there  were  still  enough  to  make  my  argument 
unanswerable.  The  Provincial  Secretary  when 
I had  finished  speaking  addressed  the  House  for 
two  hours,  over  and  over  again  he  spoke  of  the 
monstrous  fallacy  on  which  my  whole  argument 
rested.  Now  I put  it  to  the  House,  is  there  a 
member  here,  who  on  the  sour  of  the  moment, 
can  tell  me  not  what  the  fallacy  was,  for  there 
was  none,  but  what  the  Provincial  Secretary  said 
it  was?  After  spending  two  hours  on  his  address 
and  undertaking  to  show  this  monstrous  fallacy, 
in  common  justice  to  his  own  Engineer  he  should 
have  left  no  doubt  on  this  point.  Now  I will 
tell  him  and  shall  tell  him  in  such  a way  as  that 
even  my  hon  friend  for  Halifax,  if  he  will  listen 
to  me,  can  be  made  to  understand,  that  there  is 
no  fallacy  at  all,  that  the  facts  are  just  as  I stated 
them,  and  that  the  conclusions  I drew  flow  irresis- 
tably  from  the  premi  es  In  order  to  make  the 
matter  intolligib  e I will  call  attention  to  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Fleming  of  6th  April,  1865  : 
la  that  Letter  he  says  : — 

“ < )n  the  24th  November  last,  I.  submitted  to 
the  Government  the  fallowing  approximate  Esti- 
mate of  the  Expenditure  required  to  complete  all 
services  connected  with  th  s extension,  except 
Rolling  Stock.” 

Then  follows  the  estimate;  but  being  desirous 
of  obtaining  t ie  original  document,  I asked  the 
Government  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

That  report  is  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Fleming's  estimate  to  complete  Pictou  Rail- 
way extension , based  on  Tenders,  now  received 
and  compared. 

Lowrest  acceptable  Tenders  for  Sections  (say)  $965,000 
Allowance  for  Extras  on  Section  Contracts— 
Foundation  to  Bridges  Sec.,  Road-Cros- 
sings-Cattle  grounds-gradings  by  Stations 
and  sidings  &c.  &c 250,000 
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Iron  Girders 140.000 

Superstructure  50  Miles  at  $10  600  530,000 

Station  Buildings.  Water  service,  Engine  Sta- 
tion, Turntable  &c.  v c..  50  miles  at  f$800. . . . 40,000 

Steam  Ferry  Boat,  and  Wharves  at  Fictou 

and  Fishers  Grant 30.000 

Engineering  &c.  50  miles  at  S1200  60,000 

Contingencies  10  per  cent  on  above 201,500 


Say  $2,220,000 $2, >16, 500 

That  is  the  Estimate  of  Mr  Fleming,  't  hen 
comes  Mr.  McNab's  estimate  contained  in  his  let- 
ters of  2d  January,  1866,  and  based  as  Mr.  Flem- 
ings was  on  the  tende  s previous  y received. 
Now  let  us  look  at  it. 


the  Provincial  Secretary  were  right  and  it 
were  proper  to  add  contingencies,  though  the 
difference  may  not  be  as  I made  it,  $609,000,  it 
would  still  be  $513,236  Therefore  giving  him 
the  benefit  of  the  entire  argument,  admitting 
all  he  claims,  he  shows  that  if  Mr.  McNab  is 
right,  Mr.  Fleming  is  still  astray  over  32  per 
cent.  But,  unhappily  for  Mr.  McNab,  t,h6  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  is  wrong.  Let  me  turn  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  t-he  36r,h  page  of  the 
Appendix  of  the  Journals  of  1865,  where  the 
contract  is  printed  under  which  the  sections 
were  to  be  done.  The  words  of  the  contract 
are  as  follows: — 


Mr.  McNab's  Estimate : 


Roadway  and  Works  — comprising 
clearing  and  Grubbing,  earth  and 
rock  excavation,  draining  works, 
piling  and  all  foundation  works, 
masonry,  iron-girder  bridges,  &c., 
Superstructure — comprising  iron  rails 
carriage  and  distribution  of  same, 
improved  splice  joints, switch  plates 
and  frogs,  spike,  ties,  ballast,  track- 
laying, with  an  allowance  of  5 per 
cent,  additional  on  the  whole  length 

of  road  for  sidings 

Ferry  Service— including  steam  fer- 
ry-boat and  wharves  at  Pictou  and 

Fisher’s  Grant 

Station  Accommodation — embracing 
way  and  terminal  stations,  engine 

house,  turn-table,  &c 

Engineering — comprising  cost  of  ex- 
plorations, preliminary  and  loca- 
tion surveys  and  superintendence 
of  works 


$1,574,736 


570,996 

30.000 

40.000 

70.000 


Total $2,285,732 

Being  $169,232  in  excess  of  the  proposal 
made  by  Mr.  Fleming. 

The  first  item  in  this  estimate  is  roadway  and 
works,  and  is  put  at  $’ ,574,736.  This  includes 
the  same  services  as  in  Mr.  Fleming’s  estimate  are 
stated  at  $ 1,3 55, 00  J Now  as  to  the  section 

work,  Mr.  Fleming  and  Vtr.  McNab  had  the  same 
quantities  and  prices.  The  result,  therefore,  so 
tar  as  the  section  work  was  concerned,  was  mat- 
ter of  arithmetical  computa.ion.  They  had  a 
common  road  to  that  amount  Mr  Fleming 
makes  it  $965,030.  Mr.  McNab  must  so  far  have 
arrived  at  the  same  result.  The  only  difficulty 
that  could  exist  wo  Id  be  as  to  what  was  outside 
of  that  $965  000.  Now  deduc  ing  that  sum  from 
Mr  McNab’s  $1,574  736,  we  have  $609  736.  De- 
ducting it  from  Mr.  Fleming’s  $1,355, 000,  we 
have  $399,000.  therefore  that  which  Mr.  Fleming 
puts  down  at  $390,000  Mr.  M Nab  computes  at 
$609,736.  If  Mr.  McNab  is  right,  Mr.  Fleming  is 
astray  in  this  single  item  to  the  extent  of  60  per  ct 
But  says  the  Provincial  Secretary,  Mr.  Fleming 
in  his  estimate,  allows  for  contingencies  $20i,500 
which  does  not  appear  in  Mr.  McNab’s  estimate. 
Now  take  ithe  Provincial  Secretary  on  his  own 
argument,  does  he  not  see  that  he  could  only 
have  estimated  ihe  contingencies  on  that  item 
®o  that  instead  of  estimating  the  whole 
$201,500,  all  he  could  allow  would  be  10 
per  cent,  on  $965,000.  This  would  give  him 
$96,500,  which  added  to  the  $965,000  would 
have  yielded  aproduct  of  $1,061 ,500,  so  that  if 


“ The  Contractor  sha’l  assume  all  risks  and  contm 
gencies\that may  arise  daring  the  progress  oj  the  work, 
end  shalt  make  good  at  his  own  cost  ail  defects  and 
failures,  wheiher  from  negligence  on  the  part  of  him- 
self or  workmen,  or  from  bad  workmanship,  or  from 
the  use  of  improper  material.” 

Risks  and  contingencies,  therefore,  are  borne 
by  the  contractor,  and  form  no  part  of  the  cal- 
culation. Mr.  McNab  should  have  looked  at 
this  before  he  made  his  estimate.  The  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  should  have  looked  at  it  be- 
fore he  delivered  his  argument.  As  no  con- 
tingencies could  occur  in  the  section  work, 
there  is  no  basis  for  the  argument  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary,  but  if  there  was  it  does  not 
much  improve  the  position  of  this  officer.  The 
hon  Provincial  Secretary  has  coolly  told  us 
that  if— in  a matter  in  which  Mr.  Fleming  is  un- 
questionably a judge— Mr.  McNab  undertook 
to  make  a statement  60  per  cent,  above  Mr. 
Fleming,  he  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  Lunatic 
Asylum.  But  even  giving  the  Provincial  Se- 
cretary his  own  way,  his  officer  is  32  per  cent, 
astray,  an  1 I ask  if  an  error  of  60  per  cent, 
should  consign  him  to  the  Asylum,  where 
should  he  be  sent  for  an  error  of  32  per  cent? 
Perhaps  the  Commissioner  of  Railways,  with 
his  arithmetical  a tain  meats,  might  cypher 
out  that  question.  If  he  fail  he  might  call  to 
his  aid  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness  (Mr. 
McDonnell),  who  the  other  day  so  happily  ex- 
pressed his  capacity  for  abstruse  calculations. 

I am  not,  however,  quite  so  bard  on  the  engi- 
neer as  the  members  of  the  Government  are. 
lje  may  be  an  inferior  officer  and  stilt  not 
exactly  fit  for  the  Asylum.  I will  now  turn 
to  the  Railway  Commissioner  who  undertook 
to  enlighten  the  Mouse  on  the  subject  of  my 
miscalculations.  When  he  commenced  his 
speech,  he  informed  the  House  in  solemn  tones 
that  he  could  satisfy  us,  by  the  nlost  con- 
vincing proofs  that  the  arrangement  was  an 
economical  aud  valuable  one,  and  that  the 
position  I had  assumed  could  not  be  sustained. 

I lelt  that  my  propositions  were  about  to  be 
grappled  with;  the  Pro.  Secretary  had  kept 
himself  at  a respectful  distance  from  my  cal- 
culations. He  gave  us,  it  is  true,  one  or  two 
of  his  own  of  a general  character,  but  these 
were  only  sufficient  to  show  that  no  man  here 
is  a better  judge  of  the  Provincial  Secretary 
than  he  is  himself,  and  that  he  did  wisely  to 
keep  clear  of  calculations.  Had  he  not  done 
so,  he  would  have  put  himself  *as  much  in  my 
hands  as  the  Chief  Commissioner  has  done. 
There  was  one  statement  the  Railway  Com-  j 
missioner  made  which  it  was  refreshing  to  find 
we  could  all  assent  to.  In  the  honesty  and 
integrity  of  his  heart  he  said  (and  when  he  had 
concluded  his  speech  there  was  not  a man 
1 here  who  doubted  his  assertion)  that  he  had 
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not  taken  five  minutes  time  to  consider  the 
question.  Every  statement  he  made— every 
word  he  uttered— showed  the  entire  truth  and 
accuracy  of  that  assertion.  But.  I might  fairly 
ask  him,  if  he  has  not  done  so  in  a matter 
lying  within  his  own  department,— in  a matter 
in  which,  under  his  own  hand,  he  bargains 
away  two  millions  of  the  public;  money;  in  a 
matter  in  which  he  of  all  others  has  a peculiar 
responsibility,  why  has  he  not  done  so?  Why 
wheu  he  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  $2,400  a year  for 
attending  to  this  very  matter,  has  he,  I was 
going  to  say  the  effrontry  to  come  here  and  tell 
us  that,  on  this  great  question,  so  far  from  be- 
ing able  to  give  the  House  auy  reliable  infor- 
mation he  has  not  devoted  five  minutes  to  its 
consideration.  If,  instead  of  building  50  miles 
of  railway, he  had  been  nego  iating  the  sale  of 
50  barrels  of  apples,  would  he  not  have  given 
to  it  more  time  and  thought?  He  had  hardly 
opened  his  mouth  before  he  showed  us  that  he 
did  not  even  know  the  length  of  the  road  he 
was  building.  Does  the  House  at  this  moment 
know  what  is  its  leugth?  On  the  24ih  Septem- 
ber, 1864,  Mr.  Fleming  makes  a report  in  which 
he  describes  8 distinct  lines  between  Truro 
and  Pict.ou,  specifying  their  several  lengths 
and  recommending  the  one  he  calls  No.  8, 
which  is  48f  miles  long.  On  the  5th  October, 
1864,  the  Government  in  solemn  conclave 
assembled,  confirm  the  selection  of  that  routs. 
On  the  5th  April,  1865,  Mr.  Fleming  makes 
another  report  again,  referring  to  No  8,  as  the 
line  comprised,  and  up  to  this  moment  there  is 
nothing  to  show  that  any  attention  has  been 
made.  Who,  then,  is  to  be  believed?  The 
Commissioner  tells  us  it  is  52};  the  engineer 
and  the  Government  in  a body  say  it  is  48f, 
and  the  Pro.  Sec.  says  501.  Was  there  ever 
such  a spectacle  exhibited  by  any  Government 
in  the  world,  Documents,  and  the  order  in 
Council  show  the  entire  length,  yet  the  head 
of  the  Department  disagrees  with  the  Chief 
Engiueer;  the  leader  of  the  Government  dis- 
agrees with  his  own  order  in  Council.  Is  there 
aoy  certainty  that  it  has  been  measured  at,  all? 
£ut  suppose  we  take  the  average  of  the  three 
distances,  and  consider  the  Pro.  Secretary’s 
statemenr,  which  is  about  an  average,  to  be 
correct, — what  follows?  If  the  48f  mile  road, 
when  laid  upon  the  ground  has  been  altered 
to  the  extent  of  a mile  and  a half  in  50  miles, 
does  not  every  one  see  what  we  are  getting 
under  the  contract?  That  crooks  added  to  its 
length  are  equal  to  three  per  cent ; that  instead 
of  cutting  through  the  hills  the  road  has  been 
carried  round  them,  thereby  adding  to  the 
length  a mile  and  a half  of  curves.  Taking 
then  the  Pro.  Secretary’s  statement  as  an 
average,  we  have  a serious  degredat.ion  in  the 
character  of  the  road,  and  yet  do  we  hear  any 
thing  of  this  from  Mr.  McNab?  Does  he  tell 
the  Government  that  this  serious  alteration 
will  benefit  the  contractor,  and  him  only? 
The  Commissioner  thinks  it  is  a sin 
for  gentlemen  on  this  side  to  try  to 
uuderstaud  the  question  before  voting  for  it. 
Does  it  not  occur  to  him  that  gross  as  may  be 
the  siu,  it  is  an  infinitely  greater  sin  in  him  to 
fail  in  discharging  the  duty  he  is  paid  to  per- 
form. It  is  quite  clear  that  up  to  this  hour  the 
Commissioner  of  Railways  either  does  not 
know,  or  if  he  does,  he  has  in  his  speech  given 
us  no  reasou  to  believe  that  the  road  now  being 
built  is  not  the  road  to  which  Mr.  Fleming’s 


estimate  referred ; in  his  whole  argument  he 
never  alluded  to  the  difference  between  the 
road  proposed  to  be  built  and  the  road  con- 
tracted for.  In  order  that  I may  not  be  charg- 
ed with  misinterpretation  I will  read  from  his 
speech :— 

“ Any  gentleman  will  see  at  a glance  that  the 
Province  has  saved  an  immense  amount  by  the  ar- 
rangement that  has  been  made  with  Mr.  Flem- 
ing. The  gross  cost  ot  the  road— that  is,  of  the  kinds 
of  work  that  the  prices  of  the  first  contracts  embra- 
ced, amounted  to  $965, 000  as  I previously  stated.” 

It  was  not  a matter  of  speculation  what, 

this  public  work  would  cost,  but  it  was  possible  to 
ascertain,  within  a few  thousands  of  dollars,  the  ac- 
tual expense  oi  this  undertaking.  Instead  of  taking 
tenders  for  the  completion  ot  different  sections  of  the 
line,  for  a lump  sum,  we  took  them  on  certain  stipu- 
lated prices  lor  cerain  descriptions  of  work  that  had 
to  be  performed.  When  these  tenders  were  received, 
all  that  was  required  on  the  part  of  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer was  to  make  a careful  ca  culation  of  quantities, 
and  then  he  had  the  entire  cost  of  a particular  des- 
cription of  work  on  this  road  In  the  first  place,  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  the  tact  that  when  these  cal- 
culations were  made  it  was  ascertained  that  the  cost 
of  various  kinds  of  work  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
$365,000  or  little  hssthan  a million  of  dollars.  I 
shall  now  undertake  to  prove  that,  assuming  the 
work  could  have  been  performed  at  the  prices  stated 
in  these  tenders,  the  road  would  not  have,  been  built 
at  a cost  less  than  the  amount  for  which  Mr  Fleming 
has  agreed  to  construct  it. 

Now  let  us  examine  this  proposition.  He 
starts  with  the  assumption  that  the  whole 
amount  which  the  contractors  undertook  was 
$965,000.  Surely  by  this  time  at  least,  if  ho 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter  before,  be  might 
have  learned  from  the  debate  that  Mr.  Flem- 
ing’s estimate  referred  to  a road  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  the  one  which  the  persons  whose 
tenders  were  accepted  contracted  to  build. 

Let  us  look  at  the  report.  Mr.  Fleming,  on 
the  24th  November.  1864,  furnishes  a statement 
of  what  the  road,  then  contemplated  to  be 
built,  would  cost.  He  puts  it  at  $2,216,500,  ex- 
clusive of  rolling  stock.  He  puts  the  rolling 
stock  at $98,000.  He  makes  the  whole  $2,314,- 
500.  The  government  tell  him  that  is  too 
much  ; they  wish  the  expenditure  reduced,  if 
possible,  to  two  millions.  Mr.  Fleming  meets 
their  wishes  on  the  6fch  April,  2865;  he  reports 
that  he  had  “ made  considerable  alterations 
and  changes  in  the  specification,  in  the 
gradients,  and  in  the  curvatures,”  and  he  con- 
fidently hopes  the  result  will  be  that  it  will 
“ reduce  the  expenditure  to  an  amount , if  not 
within , at  all  events  not  greatly  exceeding , 
$2,000,000. 

Now,  sir,  as  I read  that  Report — as  any  in- 
different person  would  read  it — the  conclusion 
is  inevitable  that  the  alterations  made  border 
closely  on  $314,500.  We  have  seen  one  of  these 
alterations  by  which  1 9th  was  struck  off  the 
width  of  the  entire  read.  That  was  only  one, 
which  was  exhibited  on  the  face  of  the  docu- 
ments. The  increase  in  length  made  to  avoid 
difficult  cuttings  and  embankments  does  not 
indeed  appear  from  the  documents,  but  we 
have  it  on  authority  which  the  government 
cannot|question.  That  is  another,  and  there 
would  be  uo  difficulty  by  an  alteration  in  grade 
much  less  in  proportion  than  that  made  in  the 
curves,  to  find  the  elements  of  a saving  far  ex- 
ceeding the  whole  $314,500,  which  Mr.  Fleming 
undertakes  to  make.  But  let  us  pass  to  ano- 
ther matter.  The  Commissioner  tells  us: 

“ I have  taken  some  little  pains  to  ascertain  what 
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proportion  of  the  expense  of  a railway  this  sort  of 
work  embraces,  and  f-  m reliable  data  I am  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  under  ordinary  circumstances  it 
is  about  half  the  actual  cost.” 

I shall  presently  show  that  he  is  quite  astray. 
But  assuming  for  the  moment  that  he  is  right, 
the  calculation  of  the  section  work  covers  only 
one-half  of  the  cost,  and  if  Mr.  Fleming  has 
saved  himself  by  the  changes  $300,000  for  the 
work,  one-half  of  this,  or  $150,000,  is  applicable 
to  the  section  work.  Deduct  it  from  the  $965,- 
009  of  the  estimate,  and  we  have  $815,000  as 
the  cost  of  the  section  work  as  reduced  to  the 
measure  which  the  chairman  himself  produ- 
ces, instead  of  $1,061,500 — a slight  difference  of 
only  £246,000,  one  which  Mr.  Longley  describes 
as  one-half  the  road;  and  that  is  the  style  of 
information  with  which  the  gentleman  paid 
to  understand  this  matter  undertakes  to  mis- 
lead the  house.  Wow  the  Commissioner  has 
obtained  his  information  he  has  not  instructed 
us,  but  I have  a right  to  suppose  that  a gen- 
tleman presidingover  the  Hail  way  department, 
and  having  command  of  the  services  of  the 
officers  of  that  department,  has  been  assisted 
by  the  Chief  Engineer.  I have  a right  to  treat  ‘ 
the  calculations  as  those  of  Mr.  McNab.  The 
Chief  Commissioner  comes  here  with  the  power 
of  getting  accurate  information,  he  has  a right 
to  obtain  it  from  the  men  paid  from  the  public 
funds  to  furnish  it.  Now  if  the  information  he 
brings  is  of  a character  entirely  to  mislead, 
how  great  is  the  responsibility  resting  on  the 
Chief  Engineer.  The  Commissioner  would 
hardly  dare  to  bring  the  statements  he  has 
done,  unless,  to  use  the  elegant  language  of  the 
Prov  Sec.,  he  had  been  “crammed”  for  the 
purpose.  The  Prov.  Secretary  talked  of  my 
being  crammed  by  a disappointed  contractor  — 
I will  tell  him  that  whether  the  calculations  I 
laid  before  the  House  are  correct  or  not,  1 
alone  am  responsible  for  thsm.  It  is  trae  that 
after  making  them  from  mat  erials  in  the  hands 
of  every  member  of  this  House,  and  open  to 
every  man  who  can  read,  I did  submit  them  to 
the  examination  of  gentlemen  well  qualified 
to  judge,  and  I had  the  satisfaction  of  being 
informed  that  there  was  not  an  item  but 
might  bear  the  most  rigid  scrutiny.  I there- 
fore came  crammed  by  nobody;  but  if  the  Pro. 
Secretary  thinks  fit  to  apply  the  term  to  me, 
he  canuot  think  it  offensive  when  applied  to 
his  subordinate. 

Now  let  me  try  the  calculations  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Nab, the  man  behlud  the  mask  of  the  Railway 
Commissioner,  by  comparisons  to  which  the 
Prov.  Sec.,  at  least,  cannot  object.  Let|us  take 
Mr.  Laurie’s  estimate  of  the  tictou  road,  print- 
ed in  the  Journals  of  1859.  The  Fro.  Wee.  said 
that  geutlemen  on  this  side  seemed  inspired 
all  at  once  with  a great  respect  for  Mr. 
Laurie,  and  place  great  confidence  in  his 
calculations,— I tell  him  that-  our  opinions  of 
that  gentleman  are  not  the  question,  our 
argument  is  addressed  to  gentlemen  oppo- 
site, we  don’t  ask  them  to  listen  to  the 
opinion  of  our  friends;  we  offer  them  evidence, 
which,  in  their  minds,  ought  to  be  above  sus- 
picion, and  therefore  I have  based  my  whole 
arguments  upon  such  evidence.  The  Pro. 
Sec.,  not  as  a member  of  this  House,  but  in 
his  capacity  as  a newspaper  editor,  has  under- 
taken to  say  that  I have  collected  absurd  and 
silly  rumors, ^!and  made  them  the  data  of  my 
address;  but  1 tell  him  that  from  beginniug  to 
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end,  I have  most  scrupulously  avoided  any 
reference  to  rumors.  I had,  indeed,  under  my 
hand  documents  relating  to  this  work,  which 
if  I were  to  use,  would  very  much  surprise 
and  astonish  the  House,  but  I felt  then,  as  I 
feel  now,  that  I would  be  doing  injustice  to 
myself  and  to  this  great  question  if  I asked 
you  to  discuss  it  on  the  basis  of  any  rumor  or 
any  statement  other  than  those  contained  in 
the  public  documents  which  the  Government 
themselves  have  laid  before  the  House.  The 
lion,  member  for  the  City  of  Halifax  has  eulo- 
gized Mr.  Fleming  in  warm  language.  The 
worst  that  I have  said  of  that  gentlemen  is  to 
suppose  that  he  is  not  exempt  from  the  frail- 
ties to  which  all  railway  contractors  are  sub- 
ject. Nor  have  I made  a single  imputation 
against  the  integrity  or  personal  character  of 
Mr.  McNab.  I have  argued  throughout  as  if 
Mr.  Fleming  was  as  good  as  any  other  Rail- 
way Contractor.  I assume  that  Mr.  McNab 
was  entirely  honest;  but  I showed,  by  docu- 
ments under  his  own  hand,  that  honest  though 
he  may  be,  he  has  proved  himself  unfit  for  the 
position  he  occupies.  Letljme  return  now  to 
Mr.  Laurie’s  estimate,  made  in  1859.  That 
gentlemen  puts  the  entire  cost  of  the  road  at 
£520,225.  But  he  included  for  interest  during 
construction,  £35,000;  for  locomotives  and 
rolling  stock,  £34,850;  so  that  the  cost  of  the 
road  without  these  items  would  have  beed 
£450,375.  Of  this  sum  the  estimate  makes 

For  grading  and  bridging £308,586 

which  includes  for  superstructure  of  river 

bridges SO  500 

So  that  what  is  called  the  section  work  is  esti- 
mated a ^ 288  075 

All  outside  of  the  section  work  costs 164,300 

£450,375 

But  Mr  McNab,  (if  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioner gives  us  his  information)  declares  that 
this  is  all  wrong,  and  that  what  Mr.  Laurie 
estimates  at,  £162,000,  he  ougfet  to  have  esti- 
mated at  £288,000.  But  suppose  Mr.  Laurie 
right.  Then  if,  as  the  Chief  Commissioner 
tells  us,  the  section  work  should  cost  $1,000,- 
000,  all  the  other  work  in  the  prop(  rtion  of  Mr. 
Laurie’s  estimate  would  not  exceed  $600,000, 
and  Mr.  McNab  .and  the  Chief  Commissioner 
would  be  just  $400,000  astray. 

But  Mr.  McNab  may  decline  to  be  judged  by 
Mr.  Laurie.  The  Commissioner  of  Railways 
may  not  think  his  authority  conclusive;  hut 
there  is  one  gentleman  who,  in  the  mind  of  the 
Commissioner,  is  beyond  suspicion — Mr.  Fle- 
ming, at  all  events,  is  a model  engineer — 

“ My  intercourse  with  Mr.  Fleming  has  shown  me 
that  he  leaves  nothing  to  chance.” 

This  is  Mr.  Longley’s  declaration  of  the  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Fleming.  Let  us,  then,  try  the 
Chief  Commissioner  by  his  own  model:— 

Mr.  Fleming,  in  his  Estimate  for  the 
Intercolonial  Road,  puts  the  cost  of 
bridging  and  grading  from  Truro  to 

Moncton  at $2  693  000  00 

Apohagen  to  Riviere  du  Loup 7,615.500  00 

And  for  clearing  and  grubbing  449  miles 
@$1,000 449,000  00 


$10,857,500  00 

This  includes  superstructure  of  river 
bridges.  5084  tons  of  iron,  @ $140. . . 711,760  00 


$10,145,740  00 
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Aid  10  per  cent,  contigencies  included 
in  his  computation 1,014,574  00 

Cost  of  what,  in  the  Pictou  Estimate, 

Mr.  Fleming  calls  the  section  work.  .$11  150,314  00 
Now  the  total  cost  of  the  road  by  Mr.  FlemingV 

Estimate,  is $20,635,500  00 

but  this  innlude-t  Polling  Stock  at 
$3000  a mile,  equal  with  the  contingen- 
cies thereon 1,481  700  00 

So  that,  without  this  item,  the  cost  is.. $19, 163, 800  00 
Which  is  divided  as  lollows:— 

Section  work #1T,160,314 

Best  of  the  work 7,993,486' 

$19,153,800  00 

The  Railway  Commissioner  and  Mr.  McNab 
say  this  is  all  wrong,  and  that  what  Mr.  Fleming 
puts  at  less  than  8 millions  of  dollars,  should 
have  been  put  at  over  eleven  millions.  But 
suppose  Mr.  Fleming  to  leave  nothing  to 
chance:  suppose  him  to  be  the  man  which  the 
Chief  Commissioner  has  asserted  he  is — then, 
if  the  section  work  on  the  Pictou  line  can  be 
done  for  one  million  of  dollars,  the  rest  of  the 
work  should  in  proportion  cost  $727,000,  and 
yet  Mr.  Fleming  gets  for  it,  under  Mr.  Long- 
ley’s  own  contract,  $1,165,000,  or  over  $400,000 
more  than  its  value. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I ask  what  does  this  House 
think  of  the  information  which  the  Chief  Rail- 
way Commissioner  has  brought  here?  If  it  is 
his  own,  how  unworthy  of  his  position  to  bring 
here  what  cannot  stand  the  test  of  the  slightest 
examination.  If  it  is  Mr.  McNab’s,  does  the 
House  require  anything  further  to  convince  them 
that  it  is  in  entire  accord  with  the  Report  which 
bears  his  name,  and  which  I criticised  in  moving 
this  Resolution.  What  security  has  this  House 
or  the  country  in  the  engineering  capacity  of 
the  man  who  ean  be  capable  of  blunders  so  gross 
— of  mistakes  so  enormous  ? 

But,  let  me  ask  this  House,  whether  thestate- 
merts  which  the  Chief  Railway  Commissioner 
lias  compelled  me  to  examine,  do  not  afford  the 
clue  to  the  whole  transaction?  You  are  told 
that  Mr.  Fleming  has  undertaken  to  do  the  work 
at  the  prices  at  which  other  contractors  were  rui- 
ned. You  are  told  by  Mr.  McNab.  that  an  engi- 
neer of  skill  and  resources  can  save  himself  where 
men  unskilled  and  without  means  would  be  de- 
stroyed. But  you  are  not  told  what  is  the  fact, 
that  Mr.  Fleming  gets  for  that  part  of  the  work 
whieh  the  contractors  never  undertook  to  do, 
several  thousand  dollars  more  than  it  is  worth. 
You  are  not  told  that  with  this  enormous  bonus 
given  to  him,  with  the  large  amount  of  work 
which  has  been  done  by  the  Contractors,  at  the 
low  prices  they  have  received,  handed  over  to 
him,  done  for  him  at  the  expense  of.  the  men 
who  have  been  ruined,  he  need  not  do  the  rest  of 
the  work  at  the  same  rate.  He  can  well  afford 
to  pay  muck  higher  for  the  section  work,  and 
still  have  an  immense  margin  from  which  his 
profits  may  come.  It  is  quite  clear  that  Mr.  Fle- 
ming has  protected  himself  by  exacting  for  ether 
work  prices  immensely  beyond  their  cost. 

Now  let  me  prove  this  by  other  evidence  which 
the  Provincial  Secretary  has  had  the  goodness  to 
furnish  the  House  within  the  last  day  or  two  : 

Mr.  Fleming,  in  his  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the 
Iron  Girders,  puts  it  down  at  $140,000.  Now, 


what  do  the  papers  on  the  table  of  the  House 
declare  ? 

Mr.  McNab  tells  us  that  the  Rails  and  Iron 
Girders  were  ordered  when  he  made  his  Report, 
of  the  2d  of  January.  The  Provincial  Secretary 
tells  us  that  Mr.  McNab  knewr  the  cost  when  he 
made  his  estimate.  And  yet,  what  do  we  find  ? 
The  papers  show  that  the  only  Bridges  then  or- 
dered— the  only  Bridges  as  I read  the  papers  in 
tended  to  be  ordered,  are  a Warren  I iron  Girder 
for  New  Glasgow,  and  a common  Girder  for  the 
end  of  the  road.  The  Warren  Girder  is  for  four 
spans  of  80  feet  each — a width  in  all  of  320  feet. 
This  will  cost,  according  to  Mr.  Livisey’s  Letter 
of  the  11th  November,  1865,  $10,500.  The  other 
Girder  is  for  three  spans  of  forty  feet  each,  or 
120  feet.  This  is  cheaper  than  the  other,  but 
counting  it  at  the  same-rate,  it  would  cost  $4,030. 
Thus,  the  two  Iron  Girders  as  yet  ordered,  will 
cost  $14,500. 

I may  read  incorrectly,  Mr.  Fleming’s  letter 
of  the  21st  December,  in  which  he  speaks  of  these 
as  all  he  requires.  But  one  thing  is  clear  to  any- 
body who  knows  anything  of  the  general  charac- 
ter of  the  line  of  Railroad  to  Pictou,  that  the 
only  two  rivers  of  any  magnitude  on  the  whole 
line  are  the  very  rivers  whieh  these  Bridges  are 
intended  for — the  East  River  at  New  Glasgow, 
and  the  Black  River  at  Georgetown.  Is  there  a 
man  in  this  House  so  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
character  of  that  county  as  to  imagine  it  possi- 
ble that  all  the  rest  of  the  bridges  that  can  be 
required,  if  there  be  any,  can  equal  in  cost  the 
price  of  these  two  ? And  yet,  Mr.  Fleming  has 
put  down  $140,000,  and  Mr.  MeNab  who  knew 
the  fact — and  who  tells  you  so — that  these  two 
bridges  only  cost  $14,500,  does  not  breathe  a 
syllable  to  the  Government,  who  are  asking  his 
advice  to  let  them  know  that  this  monstrous 
estimate  was  beyond  the  wildest  of  possibilities. 

Now,  surely,  the  gentlemen  in  this  house  who 
modestly  disclaim  all  knowledge  of  the  elements 
of  arithmetic,  even  the  learned  member  for 
Inverness  might,  if  he  were  to  strain  his  intel- 
lect, be  able  to  comprehend  this  statement.  The 
hon.  Prov.  Secretary  will  hardly  undertake  to 
say  that  these  are  vague  rumors,  or  the  cram- 
mings of  disappointed  contractors. 

I shall  not  repeat  the  calculation  I have  already- 
submitted  to  the  house  of  the  probable  cost  of 
iron  girders,  derived  from  the  estimate  of  Mr. 
Laurie,  and  from  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Fleming, 
on  the  Intercolonial  Road.  The  house  will  re- 
collect the  general  results,  and  see  that  what  I 
proved  by  the  estimate  of  these  gentlemen  is  en- 
tirely corroborated,  and  made  irresistible  byljthe 
evidence  which  the  papers  just  submitted  afford 
from  the  mouths  of  the  Prov.  Secretary  and  Mr. 
McNab  themselves.  I pass  on  now  to  another 
branch  of  the  case.  The  Commissioner  of 
Railways  has  told  us  that  Mr.  Laurie’s  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  the  road  was  £12,000  per  mile,  f nd 
the  Prov.  Secretary  has  asserted  the  same  thing. 
Now  let  me  see  what  Mr.  Laurie  himself  says; 
his  entire  estimate  for  42^  miles  is  £520,225. 

The  Provincial  Secretary  then  says,  “ If  that 
be  a fact,  we  have  the  road  for  £2000  per  mile 
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less  than  Mr.  Laurie’s  estimate.  I can  compre- 
hend the  Commissioner  of  Railways  making 
such  a statement,  but  I was  hardly  prepared  for 
its  being  endorsed  by  the  Leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Suppose  I receive  two  tenders  for  the 
erection  of  a house,  oue  for  £1,000,  and  another 
for  £1,200,  the  cheapness  of  one  or  the  other  de- 
pends on  the  character  of  the  house.  Now  1 
have  made  a sketch  of  the  comparative  cost,  and 
it  may  be  useful  to  show  that  the  Provincial  Sec- 
retary should  not  have  ventured  even  the  few 
figures  with  which  he  has  favored  the  House 
without  understanding  them.  The  £520,225  put 
down  by  Mr.  Laurie,  includes  interest  and  Roll- 
ing Stock,  and  4f  miles  of  sidings.  Now,  let  me 
show  the  House  the  following — 

COST  OF  A MILS  OP  RAILWAY  BY  MR.  LAURIE’S 
E8TIMATB: 

His  entire  estimate  is £520,225  0 0 

He  counts  interest  during  con- 
struction   £35  020 

Rolling  Stock 34  850 

4£  miles  of  Sidings,  of  which  2£ 
are  equal  to  5 per  cent,  as  iu 
Fleming’s  contract:  2 3-8  at 

$2400 5,700 

4800  yards  ballast —3000  on  Pic- 
tou  road;  1000  yards  off,  @ 

•2s 8,450 

99  ton«  Rails;  88  tons  off;  11  ts 
@ £12:— £132;  47  miles,  @ 

£132 6,204 

Carriage  and  distribution— 1-9 

of  £160,  £17  15  0 832 

£91,036  0 0 


Total  cost  of  42£  mile,  of  such  road  as 

Fleming  contracts  tor £429,189  0 0 

Or  £10.098  per  mile. 

¥ So  that  Mr.  Laurie’s  estimate  applied  to  the 
very  road  which  Mr.  Fleming  is  bnilding,  instead 
of  making  the  cost  £12,000,  as  stated  by  the 
Provincial  Secretary,  is  only  £10,000.  Now,  I 
ask,  am  I intelligible  to  my  own  friends  only, — 
do  not  gentlemen  opposite  know  and  feel  the 
force  of  these  facts  ? I fear  that  there  are  in  the 
opinion  of  some  members  interests  far  higher 
than  the  interests  of  the  country,  I mean  the  in- 
terests of  party.  I do  not  expect  these  gentlemen 
to  change  sides,  all  I seek  to  do  is  to  convince 
every  man  on  that  side  of  the  House  that  votes 
for  the  ratification  of  this  contract,  that  he  can 
do  so  only  by  sacrificing  the  best  interests  of  his 
country  in  his  determination  to  support  the  Go- 
vernment. When  1 introduced  the  Resolution 
before  the  House,  I remarked  that  Mr.  Laurie’s 
estimate  was  in  all  probability  high.  I an»  con- 
vinced that  I was  right,  and  will  show  my  reason 
for  that  belief.  On  the  23rd  February,  1859,  as 
the  Journals  show,  there  was  this  singular  state 
of  affairs  : we  were  about  going  to  the  country, 
the  Pictou  Railway  was  likely  to  be  the  subject 
upon  which  the  elections  in  some  counties  were 
to  turn,  and  Mr.  Wilkins  moved  the  folio  wing 
Resolution : — 

44  Whereas,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  trade 
and  intercourse  between  Halifax  and  Truro  can  re- 
munerate or  even  par  the  working  expenses  of  the 
railway  terminating  at  the  latter  place,  and  it  is  de- 
sirable that  a communication  by  railroad  should  be 
opened  into  the  taulf  of  St.  Lawrence  to  command 
the  Guh  trade  of  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  Prince 
Edward  Island,  and  other  places  in  the  Gulf,  and 
also  with  the  coal  mines  of  Pictou— 


& Resolved , That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Railroads  should  forthwith  pro- 
ceed to  extend  the  road  to  Pictou,  aud  complete  the 
same  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.” 

What  was  the.  position  of  the  Government? — 
On  the  23d  Feby.,  Mr.  Wilkins,  representing  the 
county  of  Pictou,  was  pressing  on  them  the  ne- 
cessity of  constructing  that  road,  and  placed  on 
the  table  his  Resolution.  It  did  not  come  up  im- 
mediately fer  discussion  ; it  was  ordered  for  the 
23rd  of  March,  and  the  attitude  which  the  Gov- 
ernment was  going  to  assume  was  that  the 
finances  of  the  country  were  not  in  a condition 
to  enable  them  te  build  the  road, — they  were 
going  to  represent  that  this  policy  was  justified 
by  the  magnitude  of  the  cost,  and  on  the  19th  of 
March,  a few  days  before  the  debate  came  on,  Mr. 
Laurie’s  report  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  Gov- 
ernment produced  it  to  satisfy  the  House  then 
as  to  the  propriety  of  their  course,  just  as  Mr. 
McNab’s  report  is  here  to  vindicate  the  policy  the 
Government  has  pursued.  Mr.  Laurie’s  report 
which  bears  date  the  1 5th  March,  and  was  there- 
fore made  after  Mr.  Wilkins  had  introduced  his 
resolution,  was  laid  before  the  House  to  show 
that  the  road  was  so  costly  that  it  was  impossible 
then  to  build  it.  On  the  30tn  March,  1859,  four 
days  after  the  presentation  of  the  Report,  the 
Financial  Secretary  defined  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
i vernment,  in  the  following  Resolution  moved  by 
him  on  that  day ; — 

“ Resolved , 1 hat  in  the  present  state  of  the  Finan- 
ces of  the  Province,  and  until  the  experience  of  ano- 
ther year  shall  have  tested  the  remunerative  charac- 
ter of  the  Rail  wav  already  constructed,  this  House 
would  not  be  justified  in  ir  creasing  the  debt  of  the 
Province  so  largely  as  would  be  effected  by  the  exten- 
sion of  the  line  to  Pictou  during  the  present  year.” 

Therefore  the  course  which  the  Government 
had  to  mark  out,  between  the  date  of  Mr*  Wil- 
kin’s resolution  and  the  date  of  this  amendment 
was  that  the  cost  was  exceedingly  large:  But, 

says  the  Pro.  Sec.,  do  you  suppose  we  could  in- 
struct an  Engineer  as  to  what  report  he  should 
make  ? 

The  Government,”  says  the  Provincial 
Secretary,  “ when  they  undertook  to  deal  with 
this  important  question  of  the  construction  of 
a railway  to  Pictou,  called  upon  Mr.  Laurie  to 
organize  a staff  of  engineers  for  the  purpose  of 
surveying  the  line.  What  may  be  the  line  of 
conduct  that  hon.  member  has  thought  proper 
to  pursue,  in  dealing  with  engineers,  I am  not 
aware,  but  he  intimated  to  the  House  that  the 
Goverment  had  told  Mr.  Laurie  to  exaggerate 
the  cost  of  the  work  as  much  as  possible.  I tell 
him  that  there  is  no  member  of  the  present 
Administration  who  would  not  consider  he 
was  unworthy  of  his  position  if  he  was  capable 
of  endeavoring  to  originate  a report  that  would 
mislead  the  Lesislature.” 

Now  if  the  Provincial  Secretary*  had  confin- 
ed himself  to  this,  we  might  have  accepted  hia 
indignation  as  real ; we  might  have  supposed 
him  incapable  of  the  act  he  so  indignantly 
spurns,— buc  he  has  hardly  finished  that  sen- 
tence before  he  makes  this  announcement: 
|§*“Mr.  Laurie,  knowing  how  anxious|the  Go- 
vernment were  to  carry  out  this  public  work, 
and  to  bring  its  expense  within  the  smallest 
compass  possible,  reported  as  follows.” 

Now,  if  the  anxiety  of  the  Government  to 
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have  the  road  built  cheaply'could  modify  Mr. 
Laurie’s  report,  and  induce  him  to  make  the 
estimate  low,  what  if  the  anxiety  of  the  Go- 
vernment were  the  other  way  ? Whafif  Mr. 
Laurie  believed  and  knew  that  the  whole  case 
of  the  Government  depended  on  his  making 
the  work  appear  costly,  and  beyond  the  re- 
sources of  the  Province?  T ask,  then,  if  I have 
not  laid  fair  grounds  for  staging  that  Mr. 
Laurie,  in  making  his  report,  made  it  with  the 
knowledge  of  what  the  auxiety  of  the  Govern- 
ment was,  and  with  the  desire  to  represent  it 
as  expensive  as  was  consistent  with  his  charac- 
ter as  an  engineer?  With  all  these  influences 
operating  upon  him,  what  does  Mr.  Laurie  do? 
He  does  not  even  then  put  the  amount,  making 
the  necessary  deductions,  over  $10,000  a mile. 
I ask,  is  not  that  a pretty  convincing  fact  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  bargain  that  has  been  made? 

If  I did  not  feel  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Railways  is  here  in  a mask,  and  Mr.  McNab  is, 
in  reality,  addressing  us,  I should  not  dwell  so 
long  on  the  observations  of  that  gentleman. 
He  tells  us  that  the  item  for  contingencies  is 
intended  to  cover  subsidences,  but  this  is  just 
what  it  does  not  do.  Subsidence  does  not  take 
place  to  any  extent  during  construction,  and 
Mr.  Fleming  is  in  such  a position  that  when- 
ever lie  builds  a miie  ot  the  line  that  moment 
he  is  entitled  to  be  paid  for  it.  The  contracts  on 
the  former  railroads  provided  for  a year’s  up- 
holdence,  but  in  these  every  farthing  of  the 
cost  of  restoring  the  works  to  their  original 
condition  is  to  come  out  of  the  treasury  after 
payiug  Mr.  Flemiug  the  entire  amount  of  bis 
contract.  Therefore  the  Province,  and  not  Mr. 
Flemiug,  has  to  bear  the  expense  of  subsidences 
whic  >.  previously  fell  upon  the  contractors.  Iu 
his  first  day’s  speech,  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioner told  us  he  had  not  had  time  to  consider 
the  question.  On  the  second  day  he  comes 
here  with  columns  of  figures.  I have  tested 
the  value  of  some  of  them,  and  I will  do  the 
same  with  some  more  of  them  when  I come  to 
deal  with  the  Attorney  General.  Of  that 
gentleman  i may  say  I do  not  think  it  would 
have  been  necessary  to  cram  him  on  Railway 
matters.  He  was  the  chairman  of  a committee 
who,  for  three  weeks,  had  nothing  else  before 
them,  and  who  ended  by  mulcting  the  Province 
in  an  enormous  sum  for  railway  extras. 

Hon.  Att’y  General— I have  had  no  com- 
munication with  Mr.  McNab  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  debate. 

Mr.  Archibald  continued — Then  I tell  the 
hon  member  he  is  wrong, — he  should  have 
come  here  after  calling  to  his  assistance  the 
best  information  the  department  could  afford — 
he  should  have  sent  lor  Mr.  McNab  and  told 
him,  here  are  charges  against  the  correctness 
of  your  estimates,  are  they  founded  in  factor 
not?  His  calculations  then  have  not  even  the 
stamp  of  Mr.  McNab,  and  he  has  come  here  to 
discredit  his  own  officers,  to  tell  us  on  the 
strength  of  his  own  opinion  that  the  calcula- 
tions of  such  engineers  as  Mr.  Laurie  and  Mr. 
Flemiug  placed  upon  the  public  records  of  the 
country  are  unsound,  and  unreliable.  These 
are  the  authorities  against  which  the  Attorney 
General  pits  his  private  opinion.  All  I have 
to  say  is  that  if  I find  gentlemen  ranging  them- 
selves in  support  of  the  Att’y.  Gen’s,  opinions 
and  discarding  those  of  skilled  engineers  which 
the  Provinces  have  paid  for,  I may  fairly  con- 
clude there  is  something  in  the  minds  of  some 


members  superior  to  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  that  they  think  that  whatever  becomes 
of  those  interests,  the  interests  of  the  gentle- 
men composing  the  government  must  be  sus- 
tained. Mr.  Fleming  has  estimated  the  cost  of 
a mile  of  railway  superstructure  on  the  Inter- 
colonial road,  and  I want  to  shew  how  that 
compares  with  Mr.  MoNab’s  estimate  for  the 
Pictou  road,  laid  before  us  in  the  Railway 
Commissioner’s  speech.  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral has  talked  of  the  fish  fastening.  There  are 
some  loose  fish  iu  the  world,  but  these  are  said 
to  grasp  pretty  tightly  sometimes.  The  Attor- 
ney General  tells  us  there  is  a great  deal  of 
difference  between  roads  built  with  and  with- 
out this  fastening.  Mr.  Fleming  wks  the  cost 
of  a mile  of  superstructure  on  the  Intercolonial 
line  at  $10,500  ; I am  justified  iu  assuming  that 
road  lo  be  equal  in  point  of  superstructure  to 
the  Pictou  road, — it  certainly  excels  in  two  par- 
ticulars, and  yet  the  Attorney  General  says 
there  is  iu  the  fish  joint  something  which  in- 
creases considerably  the  cost  of  the  Pictou  sup- 
erstructure. I am  afraid  he  can  hardly  say 
anything  without  throwing  discredit  on  the 
men  who  have  been  paid  to  advise  him. 

Mr.  Fleming,  in  giving  us  the  character  of 
the  superstructure  of  the  Intercolonial  road, 
says 

“ With  regard  to  the  rails  and  their  fastenings 
I would  recommend  a rather  heavier  pattern 
than  has  commonly  been  employed  in  this 
country,  with  the  “fish,”  or  some  equally  good 
splice  joint. 

“ In  the  estimate  I have  allowed  for  a rail 
weighing,  with  the  joint  fastenings,  70  lbs.  per 
lineal  yard.  On  a railway  such  as  the  one 
proposed,  with  heavy  grades,  and,  as  a conse- 
quence, with  heavy  engines,  I think  this 
weight  of  rail,  although  costing  more  in  the 
first  place  than  a lighter  one,,  will  ultimately 
give  greater  satisfaction. 

“ The  joint  fastenings  are  intended  to  be  the 
most  effective  and  reliable  made , on  account  of  the 
severity  of  the  climate  of  this  country” 

I would  ask  the  House  what  they  would 
think  of  an  engineer  undertaking  to  make  a 
road  for  the  traffic  of  an  entire  continent,  fur- 
nished with  fastenings  of  the  best  and  most  re- 
liable character,  with  “ fish”  fastenings,  and 
yet  undertaking  to  say  that  a b tter  style  was 
necessary  on  the  Pictou  road?  I ask  the  At- 
torney General  if,  out  of  the  mouth  of  his  own 
witness,  he  has  not  shown  that  the  question  of 
the  superiority  of  fastenings  does  not  enter  in- 
to the  discussion  at  all?  The  Intercolonial 
line  was  to  have  those  of  the  best,  and  I was 
therefore  perfectly  right  in  drawing  the  con- 
trast without  taking  the  fastenings  into  con- 
sideration. I was  right  in  assuming  that  that 
road  is  to  be  at  least  equal  to  the  Pictou  road ; 
it  ought  to.be  far  superior.  It  is  superior  in  the 
quantity  of  the  ballast  and  in  the  weight  of  the 
rails. 

Now  I wish  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  Rail- 
way Commissioner’s  computation  for  the  cost 
of  the  superstructure.  I will  give  Mr.  McNab 
credit  for  this  calculation.  It  is  just  about  as 
near  accuracy  as.  the  others  from  the  same 
source  with  which  I have  had  to  deal: — 

Mr.  Flemiug  estimates  the  cost  o!  the  super- 
structure of  the  Intercolonial  road  at  $10,500 
per  mile. 

Now,  suppose  we  take  Mr.  Fleming’s  quail- 
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tities  and  Mr.  McNab’s  prices,  and  we  shall  see 
where  we  land — 

Cost  of  Superstructure. 

110  tons  of  rails  at  £13  per 

ton £1430  0 0 

5000  cubic  yds.  ballast,  at 

2s. 500  0 0 

Other  items  by  Mr.  Longley, 

or  McNab 995  12  6 

£2925  1 2 fi 

Add  ten  percent  for  sidings, 292  11  3 

£3218  3 9. 

Equal  in  Dollars  to .$12872  75 

According  to  this  estimate  the  cost  of  every 
mile  of  the  superstructure  on  the  Intercolonial 

road  is $12872.75 

But  Mr.  Fleming  has  estimated  it  at 

only 10500.00 

He  is  therefore  beneath  the  correct  sum 

for  each  mile  by $2372.75 

upon  the  showing  of  Mr.  McNab  and  the  Chief 
Commissioner.  Now  apply  this  to  the  449 
miles  of  the  Intercolonial  road  and  we  have 
the  astonishing  result  that  according  to  the 
two  gentlemen  whose  opinions  ought  to  be  an 
authority  in  these  matters,  Mr.  Fleming  in  his 
estimate  of  the  Intercolonial  railway,  in  a sin- 
gle item,  costing  less  than  one  quarter  o.f  the 
whole,  is  astray  $1,065,028.  Yet  the  man  who 
has  made  Ibis  mistake  the  Chief  Railway 
Commissioner  lauded  as  a model  engineer — 
who  leaves  nothing  to  chance.  Surely  he 
ought  not,  for  the  credit  of  his  own  character, 
to  have  convicted  him  of  so  monstrous  a blun- 
der. But  the  bouse  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
deciding  on  whose  shoulders  the  blundering 
rests. 

Let  us  try  the  Chief  Commissioner’s  calcula- 
tions in  another  way  He  and  the  Attorney 
General  have  put  the  iron  at  £13  per  ton.  Mr. 
McNab  says  that  the  iron  was  ordered  before 
his  Report.  The  papers  lately  laid  upon  the 
table  shew  it;  therefore  those  gentlemen  were 
both  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  iron  was  costing 
only  £7  10s.  stg.  per  ton.  I was  astonished, 
after  asking  to  have  laid  on  the  table  all  the 
papers  on  this  subject,  to  find  that  the  last 
paper,  touching  the  cost  of  the  iron,  was  dated 
23rd  December,  before  Mr.  McNab  made  his 
report.  Toe  cost  is  £7  10.  But  I do  not  depend 
on  these  papers  for  the  fact;  I knew  it  before. 
I have  in  my  possession  information  of  the 
most  reliable  character  that  £7- 10s.  was  the 
price,  and  that  it  was  a high  price  to  pay.  Yet 
the  Attorney  General  and  Commissioner  of 
Railways  come  here  and  dare  to  tell  the  House, 
many  of  whose  members  are  merchants,  that 
the  charge  for  importation  and  exchange,  with- 
out duly,  raises  the  cost  to  £13  per  ton.  Does 
not  every  one  know  that  50  per  cent,  on  the 
sterling  cost  is  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of 
freight  and  exchange  and  commissions,  and 
paya  duty  of  ten  percent,  besides.  Forty  per 
cent  therefore,  is  sufficient  in  the  absence  of 
any  duties;  so  that  the  iron  should  cost  but 
£10  10s.  These  gentlemen  have  undertaken  to 
add  to  this  sum  £2  10s.  a ton,  to  shew  how 
great  a bargain  had  been  made  with  Mr. 
Fleming.  W as  that  the  treatment  due  to  the 
House  from  a Government  §with  these  docu 
meats  in  their  hands?  Did  they  expect  us  to 


accept  their  statement  of  the  cost  of  iron  when 
every  mercantile  house  in  Halifax  know  from 
their  own  prices  current  that  the  cost  of  iron 
is  only  £7  10s  per  ton?  I ask  them  if  I ccme 
here  and  find  calculations  based  on  such 
statements  as  these,  am  I not  justified  in 
entertaining  suspicions?  But  the  Attorney 
General  may  say  Mr.  Fleming’s  estimate 
was  made  this  time  last  year,  and  the 
prices  have  largely  increased,  "it.  is  not  so.  I 
find  in  the  prices  current  from  some  houses  of 
eminence  in  England  exactly  the  same  quota- 
tions at  the  date  of  Mr.  Fleming’s  report,  so 
that  the  basis  of  the  estimate  so  far  as  iron  is 
concerned  was  the  same  then  as  now.  I will 
now  refer  to  another  mode  of  testing  the  calcu- 
lations submitted  to  the  House,  and  if  members 
opposite  will,  instead  of  regarding  me  as  apo- 
litical opponent,  consider  me,  fox*  the  moment, 
only  as  an  arithmetician,  they  will  see  whether 
my  computations  are  not  according  to  the  most 
approved  forms  of  the  model  school.  I will 
take  Fleming’s  quantities  for  the  Intercolonial 
road,  and  Laurie’s  {trices,  and  if  by  these  two 
I bring  out  a larger  sum  than  Mr,  Fleming 
brought  out,  is  not  the  inference  that  the  prices 
estimated  by  Mr.  Laurie  were  excessive? 

Cost  of  a mile  of  superstructure  of  Intercolonial  Rail- 
w y,  on  Mr.  Fleming's  quantities  and  at  Mr.  Lau- 
ries.prices,  assuming  it  to  be  equal  to  Pictou  Rail- 
way, contemplated  by  Mr.  Laurie  in  everything 
except  ballast  and  rails,  and  superior  in  those  items. 

5,000  cubic  yards  ballast  at  40 $2,000.00 

110  tons  rails  at  $48  5,280.00 

Cost  of  items  other  than  above  per 
Laurie . ....  2 8^0.00 

10,140  00 

Add  ten  per  cent  for  sidings 1,014  00 

Intercolonial  at  Laurie’s  prices 11  154  00 

Intercolonial  at  Fleming’s  prices 10,500.00 

Lauries  prices  above  Fleming’s. .....  654  00 per  mile 

The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Railways  has 
undertaken  to  condemn  my  conduct  in  this 
matter.  He  says  I have  acted  against  my 
better  j udgment.  I have  already  indicated  the 
inference  he  might  simply,  in  the  exercise  of 
that  Christian  charity  with  which  he  loves  to 
contemplate  the  conduct  of  his  fellow  men, 
have  drawn  of  the  motives  of  my  action.  But 
he  has  given  us  anai’rative  of  his  own  conduct. 
He  tells  us  how  he  came  to  vote  for  the  Pictou 
Rrilway.  He  says  “it  was  an  act  of  abnega- 
tion to  do  so;”  but  he  had  hardly  got  the  words 
out  of  his  mouth  before  he  told  us  that  he  had 
first  made  his  bargain,  and  that,  be  voted  for 
the  Pictou  Railway  only  on  a pledge  to  get  the 
Annapolis  Railway  in  return. 

Now  this  act  of  abnegation,  priced  and  paid 
for  in  the  market,  may  be  a Christian  virtue, 
but  it  looks  to  me  like  a shameless  traffic  in 
public  money.  Take  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioner on  his  own  shewing,  take  the  Provincial 
Secretary  as  his  Commissioner  paints  him,  we 
have  those  two  gentlemen,  like  the  two  heads 
of  the  Fenian  faction,  meditating  a raid  on  the 
Public  Treasury ; and  the  only  strife  between 
them  is,  who  shall  be  first  to  pocket  the  plun- 
der. This  one  might  imagine  in  a Roberts  or 
an  O’Mahony,  but  the  most  vivid  Jfancy  could 
hardly  picture  one  of  these  worthies,  after  the 
shameless  bargain  was  made,  and  the  raid 
committted.  and  the  plunder  pocketed,  talking 
of  his  share  in  the  transaction  in  tones  of 
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Christian  humility,  characterizing  it  as  an  act 
of  virtuous  abnegation. 

Now  if  the  story  the  Railway  Commissioner 
tells  us  he  true — and  who  can  doubt  it.  may  we 
not  imagine  a little  more — may  we  not  fancy  the 
dialogue  between  the  member  for  Annapolis 
and  the  Provincial  Secretary  when  bargaining 
for  the  vote.  Fancy  the  Provincial  Secretary 
asking  what  consideration  would  be  sufficient. 
Fancy  the  member  for  Annapolis  declaring 
himself  to  be  an  humble  man— to  be  ready  to 
do  any  reasonable  act  of  abnegation — and  sug- 
gesting that  he  would  have  no  objection  to  vote 
as  the  Provincial  Secretary  wished  if  he  could 
get  in  return  a Railway  to  Paradise.  Suppose 
the  Provincial  Secretary  to  consent,  if  that  was 
all  that  was  asked.  Imagine  the  reply  of  the 
member  for  Annapolis— “ The  road  to  Paradise 
is  a very  good  thing;  but  then  it  is  a road 
which  the  Western  Christians  in  general  can 
travel.  Can  you  not  throw  in  something  for  an 
humble  man  in  particular?”  “To  be  sure,” 
might  be  the  reply,  “there  is  the  Chairman- 
ship of  the  Railway.  That  is  just  the  thing. 
You  know  that  you  proposed  yourself  to  reduce 
the  salary  to  ,000.  You  said  that  was  enough 
for  any  man  who  filled  that  office.  You  shall 
have  it  ar  the  salary  you  have  named  yourself, 
and  we  shall  have  the  merit  of  ‘ nobly  redeem- 
ing our  pledges’  by  saving  $1,400  a year.” 
“Nay,  my  dear  friend,  don’t  tempt  me.  Don’t 
you  see  if  I were  to  take  the  office  at  such  a 
reduction,  I should  appear  to  be  aiming  at 
human  praise.  Let  me  have  the  whole  salary. 
I will  bear  the  reproach  of  men.  I will  deny 
myself  and  rake  the  pay!”  And  take  it  he 
does,  and  the  abnegation  is  complete. 

Now  we  don’t  know  that  all  this  took  place. 
But  the  moment  we  admit  that  what  the  Rail- 
way Commissioner  himself  has  told  us  is  true, 
all  this  may  be  true  too;  and  whether  true  or 
not,  it  is  no  worse  than  what  we  are  to  believe 
on  his  own  authority.  And  this  is  the  person 
who  comes  here  to  lecture  gentlemen  ou  this 
side  of  the  house  on  political  virtue.  But  the 
house  will  agree  with  me  that  we  have  had 
enough  of  the  Railway  Commissioner,  and  it 
is  time  to  turn  to  somebody  else. 

Now,  if  the  figures  of  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioner are  not  his,  but  Mr.  McNab’s,  is  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  still  of  the  opinion  that  bis 
Engineer  ought  to  go  to  the  asylum.  If  he  is, 
I would  suggest  that  he  might  employ  bis  ta- 
lents as  an  engineer,  while  these  are  filling  up 
nice  appointments  for  the  use  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  would  be  the  best  thing  the  country 
could  do  to  pay  them  all  their  salaries  and 
maintain  them  in  the  asylum  at' the  public  ex- 
pense;— the  Provincial  Secretary  might  then 
be  allowed  with  safety  to  write  despatches 
without  end;  pens,  ink,  and  paper  would  not 
amount  to  much.  If  he  had  been  there  for  the 
last  three  years  we  would  have  been  some 
three  millions  of  money  better  off,  His  de- 
spatchescould  be  received  with  mock  solemni- 
ty and  quietly  consigned  to  the  waste-basket. 
The  Attorney  General  might  devote  his  ener- 
gies to  writing  impossible  contracts,  with  irre- 
concilable conditions,  and  he  might  get  there, 
what  he  has  failed  to  get  out  of  the  walls  of  the 
asylum,  somebody  to  go  security  for  contracts 
so  drawn.  The  other  members  of  the  govern- 
ment could  do  then  pretty  much  as  they  do 
now,  receive  with  a solemn  salaam  the  decrees 
of  the  Provincial  Secretary.  By  the  bye,  I 


have  forgotten  the  Railway  Commissioner. — 
There  should  be  a tenth  apartment  for  him.— 
With  great  study  and  with  continuous  instruc 
tions  of  the  matron,  that  gentleman  might  in 
course  of  time,  arrive  at  the  ability  to  do  a 
common  sum  in  arithmetic. 

Hon.  Prov  Secretary— Where  would  you 
send  the  large  body  of  men  who  have  support- 
ed us. 

Mr.  Archibald  continued  I would  send 
them  occasionally  to  visit  the  Asylum.  The 
moment  the  government  was  safely  housed  on 
the  Dartmouth  side  the  spell  which  the  Prov. 
Secretary  spreads  over  some  people  would  be 
dispelled,  they  would  be  amazed  at  the  change 
of  their  own  feelings  towards  those  who  for  so 
long  a time  had  deluded  them.  Dethrone  the 
greatest  monarch  the  world  ever  saw,  send 
him  to  St.  Helena,  deprive  him  of  wealth  and 
power  and  dignity,  and  he  becomes  merely  a 
fat  French mau.  The  influence  of  these  gentle- 
men over  those  whom  they  have  led  astray 
would  disappear  the  moment  they  lost  power 
and  place.  1 will  now  turn  to  the  Attorney 
General,  and  without  following  him  into  the 
stories  about  the  pots  and  his  pothouse  friends 
generally,  I will  deal  with  other  parts  of  his  ad- 
dress. He  says  I have  produced  evidence  to 
shew  that  Mr.  Fleming  is  going  to  make  $300,- 
000  by  his  contract,  and  that  l am  at  the  same 
time  charging  the  government  with  neglect  of 
duty  in  not  asking  for  securities, — he  says 
“ surely  if  Mr.  Fleming  is  going  to  make  that 
sum,  we  do  not  need  securities,”  and  if  he  is 
not  going  to  make  money,  my  complaint  is 
gone.  I would  quite  admit  the  force  of  his 
reasoning  if  he  and  I took  the  same  view  of 
the  transaction,  but  lie  does  not  believe  that 
Mr.  Fleming  is  going  to  make  money.  If  he 
credits  his  own  engineer  he  must  believe  that 
Fleming  is  going  "to  lose  a large  sum.  Why 
then  does  lie  not  exact  security?  He  is  ou  the 
horns  of  the  dilemma  and  not  I, — if  he  believes 
his  engineer,  he  should  have  exacted  security, 
if  he  disbelieves  him,  he  should  dismiss  him. 

The  Pro.  Sec.  however,  as  usual,  takes  higher 
ground.  I never  knew  the  Pro.  Sec.  to  hesi- 
tate at  trifles;  he  takes  broad  views  and  tells 
us  be  does  not  believe  in  sureties  at  all.  He 
undertook  to  make  a statement  which  the 
whole  experience  of  the  Imperial  Government 
and  these  Provinces  emphatically  contradicts. 
Is  there  a ton  of  hay  or  a pound  of  beef  used 
by  the  Imperial  authorities  in  this  Province 
that  is  not  guaranteed  by  the  security  of  per- 
sons of  this  town?  Does  not  everybody  "know 
that  time  and  again  sureties  have  been  called 
on,  and  compelled  at  a large  outlay  tp  fulfil 
their  contracts?  The  whole  experience  of 
Great  Britain,  at  home,  in  the  Colonies,  and 
elsewhere,  is  at  variance  with  his  doctrine. 
The  Province  has  never  suffered  so  far,  as  I am 
aware,  for  defect  of  sureties  iu  our  railway 
construction;  the  sureties  were  the  men  who 
did  the  work,  and  who,  in  the  name  of  the 
original  contractors,  came  here,  and  by  their 
assiduity  and  by  successfully  laying  their  case 
before  the  Committee,  of  which  the  Atty.  Gen. 
was  Chairman,  succeeded  iu  obtaining  extras. 
Yet  the  Prov.  Secretary,  in  the  face  of  these 
acts,  tells  us  that  what  experience  dictates,  he 
can  afford  to  disregard,  and  thattoo  indefiance 
of  the  plain  enactments  of  the  Legislature. 
Atter  the  Attorney  General,  in  his  first  day’s 
speech,  had  told  us  that  my  figures  were  an 
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entire  falsification,  be  comes  back  on  the 
second  day  to  say  that  lie  did  not  mean  to  ap- 
ply the  term  offensively.  I accept  the  explana- 
tion so  far  as  the  imputation  is  concerned;  but 
I may  ask,  Did  he  show  a single  error  iu  point 
of  fact?  He  attempted  to  make  out  but  one, 
that  of  the  cost  of  the  fish  fastenings.  He.  ad- 
mitted that  Fleming’s  estimate  for  the  ballast 
of  the  Intercolonial  line  was  5,000  yards  ; that 
Laurie’s  was  4,800  ; and  Fleming’s,  for  the  Pic- 
tou  road,  3000.  But  he  says  we  are  to  have 
superior  fastenings.  I have  shewn  that  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Fleming,  the  fastenings  on  the 
Intercolonial  road  were  to  be  equal  to  any  thing 
known,  and  that  surely  ought  to  be  sufficient. 
The  Attorney  General  brought  here  a number 
of  statements,  with  the  view  of  shewing  in 
various  ways  that  my  calculations  were  wrong. 
We  will  look,  as  a specimen,  at  the  statement 
he  calls  No.  4.  He  takes  iu  this  an  average  of 
the  tenders  for  grading  and  masonry,  and 
wants  to  shew  that  this  average  is  a fair  basis. 
I ask  him  if  he  ever  heard  of  a Government 
going  to  get  work  done  and  judging  by  such  an 
average?  A man  wishing  to  get  work,  tenders 
at  a price  the  lowest  at  which  he  can  safely 
undertake  it  ; but  the  man  whose  object  is  to 
pocket  a large  sum  puts  down  a large  price, 
without  the  expectation  of  success,  but  in  the 
hope  that  the  work  may  fall  to  him  and  enable 
him  to  make  a fortune.  Is  that,  then,  a fair 
basis?  There  is  not  a shadow  of  a foun- 
dation for  such  an  argument ; but  I am 
willing  to  take  gentlemen  on  their  own 
ground.  He  says:  that  providing  on  such  a 
basis  the  cost  of  the  road  would  be  $103,772 
more  than  Mr.  Fleming  gets.  The  very  first  item 
in  his  estimate  is  for  the  section  work,  $1,276,- 
525.  Now  this  is  the  cost  of  the  work  original- 
ly contemplated,  not  of  the  work  as  altered. — 
Is  it  not  strange  that  at  this  stage  of  the  debate 
not  only  the  member  for  Halifax,  but  even  the 
Attorney  General  dees  not  seem  to  understand 
that  the  work  originally  tendered  for  is  not  the 
work  for  which  the  contracts  were  made,  or 
that  after  the  tenders  had  been  received  altera 
tions  had  been  made  to  the  extent  of  $300,000? 
The  road  bed  was  narrowed,  one-ninth  taken 
Off  the  width  of  every  cutting,  and  alterations 
were  made  in  the  grades  and  curves,  and  yet 
the  Attorney  General  does  not  comprehend 
that  the  very  item  with  which  he  starts  does 
not  relate  to  the  present  road,  but  to  the  larger 
road  for  which  Mr.  Fleming  made  the  specifi- 
cation. Now,  instead  of  deducting  from  these 
alterations  10  per  cent,  as  I might  have  done, 
I have  deducted  five  per  cent  only,  which  is  far 
below  the  mark.  Deduct  that  sum  and  you 
ftnd  that  the  grading,  instead  of  amounting  to 
$1,276,000,  must  be  reduce  d by  $63,000  at  least, 
so  that  at  the  very  first  figure  of  his  calcula- 
tion the  Attorney  General  makes  an  error  to 
the  extent  of  $63,000.  He  then  puts  down  ten 
per  cent  for  contingencies  on  the  grading  work. 
Yet  the  contract  he  himself  drew  for  the  par- 
ties who  undertook  to  do  this  work  prevented 
a farthing  from  being  claimed  on  that  account. 
Here  then  is  another  blunder  to  the  extent  of 
$127,000,  for  which  there  is  not  a shadow  of 
foundation.  Add  the  63,000  and  the  127,000  and 
count  also  the  $20,000  receipts  in  finishing  the 
road  which  the  contractors  did  not  get,  but 
which  Mr.  Fleming  does  get,  and  you  find  a 
sum  in  all  $210,000,  which  should  be  deducted 
from  the  Attorney  General’s  estimate,  and 


tr.king  all  the  rest  of  his  calculations  as  he 
makes  it  himself.it  will  appear  that  instead  of 
our  gaining  by  the  larger  with  Mr.  Fleming 
$103,772,  we  lose  $106,000  by  a free  contrast 
with  a tender  taken  upon  this  unsound  princi- 
ple of  arranging  the  whole. 

I now  take  estimate  of  Gordon  & Co.,  whose 
tender  for  the  original  road  was  $1,202,400. — 
This  item  would  have  to  be  reduced  by  five 
per  cent,  for  reduction  and  ten  per  cent,  for 
contingencies,  like  the  last.  We  would  have 
gained  by  such  a bargain  as  that  $200,000.  The 
Railway  Commissioner  has  spoken  of  the  gen- 
tlemen on  this  side  spending  three  weeks  in 
preparing  for  this  discussion,— now  what  are 
the  facts: — the  house  met  on  the  20th  Feb.,  on 
the  26th  the  Government  laid  the  contract  with 
Mr  Flemiugon  the  table, — the  moment  I heard 
in  read  I saw  that  our  safety  to  a large  extent 
depended  upon  Mr.  MoNab,  and  asked  that 
his  certificate  might  be  laid  upon  the  table;— 
that  was  done  upon  the  following  day.  On 
the  28th,  I found  there  were  documents  referred 
to  in  the  report  not  in  our  possession.  I asked 
for  them.  They  were  laid  on  the  table  on  the 
1st  of  March.  There  was  still  something  want 
ing  to  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
contract.  I then  asked  the  Provincial  Secreta- 
ry to  lay  on  the  table  the  tenders  which  had 
been  accepted.  He  did  so  on  the  4th,  and  that 
was  the  first  moment  when  any  member  of  the 
house,  outside  of  the  Government,  had  the  ma- 
terials on  which  a calculation  could  be  founded. 
The  moment  I had  the  materials,  instead  of  re- 
quiring three  weeks,  I did  not  ask  three  days. 
1 was  prepared  to  go  into  the  discussion  on  the 
8th.  It  was  postponed  to  the  16th  by  no  desire 
of  mine — I wanted  no  delay  whatever.  The 
hon.  member  for  Kings  told  us  to-day  that  this 
matter  would  add  greatly  to  the  popularity  of 
the  Government.  I tell  him  that  if  ever  there 
was  an  act  that  must  draw  down  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  entire  population  of  this  Province — 
an  act  which  no  two  men  meeting  in  a village 
street  could  be  found  to  defend— this  is  that  act. 
I hold  under  my  hand  letters,  not  from  my 
personal  or  political  friends  only,  but  from 
some  of  the  Provincial  Secretary’s  warmest 
friends,  from  men  who  have  fought  battles  and 
stumped  Counties  for  him,  who  say  freely  that, 
far  as  they  have  gone  in  his  support,  they 
would  not  venture  to  sustain  him  in  a matter 
like  this  ; and  yet  the  Prov.  Secretary  and  the 
member  for  Kings  tell  us  that  the  more  the 
question  is  discussed  the  higher  the  Govern- 
ment stands.  All  I can  tell  them  is,  that  the 
pedestal  on  which  they  now  §tandmust  be  ex- 
ceedingly low  if  they  are  to  be  elevated  by 
this  investigation.  The  Prov.  Sec.  tried  to  per- 
suade us  that  there  has  been  no  violation  of 
law.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  discuss  that 
question.  The  hon.  Attorney  General  aban- 
doned it  when  he  told  us  that  they  tried  to 
keep  the  law  on  Section  No.  7,  wdien  he  spoke 
of  a law  superior  to  that  in  the  Statute  Book, 
the  law  of  necessity  in  this  case.  The  law 
w hich  I referred  to  was  what  this  Legislat  ure 
had  passed  to  restrain  the  Government  from 
having  such  a plea— that  was  the  law  they 
should  have  observed.  That  was  the  law  they 
violated,  according  to  the  confession  of  the 
Attorney  General  himself.  His  friend  and 
colleague,  Mr.  Shannon,  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  colleague  of  the  Provincial  Secretary 
from  Cumberland,  made  the  same  avowal;  and 
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the  Commissioner  of  Railways  says,  “ What  if 
we  did  violate  law,  did  we  not  make  a good 
bargain?  Every  gentleman  admitted  the  vio- 
lation hut  the  Provincial  Secretary.  But  the 
most  extraordinary  doctx-ine  of  all  was  the 
Attorney  General’s  law  of  necessity.  He  says 
by  that  law  those  who  are  called  upon  to  act 
must  be  the  judges  of  the  necessity.  On  this 
plea  any  act  of  any  Government  could  be 
justified.  I can  understand  this  doctrine  in 
the  mouth  of  a Metternich  in  Austria,  of  a 
Nesselrode  in  Russia,  of  a Bismark  in  Prussia, 
in  the  mouths  of  men  brought  up  under  the 
shadow  of  despotism;  but  to  find  the  Attorney 
General  of  this  Province  using  such  language 
in  a case  of  this  kind  is  truly  astonishing. 

The  Att’y  General— I am  misquoted. 

Mr.  Archibald— Let  us  see,  I will  read 
the  Attorney  General’s  printed  speech: — 

‘•I  need  hardly  tell  professional  gentlemen 
that  there  is  a law  which  over-rides  all  laws, — 
and  that  is,  the  law  arising  from  the  necessities 
of  the  case.  sA  man  cannot  save  his  life  except 
by  taking  the  life  of  another,  and  the  law  justi- 
fies the  act.  A traveller  finds  a bridge  down, 
and  is  forced  to  find  his  way  through  the  pri- 
vate property  of  another.  The  necessity  of  the 
case  is  to  be  judged  by  the  persons  who  have 
the  necessity  and  responsibility.” 

is  not  that  a doctrine  which  could  justify 
any  act  of  despotism  ? We  shall  violate  the  law, 
and  we,  not  the  legislature  that  passed  the  law, 
shall  judge  of  the  necessity.”  Is  the  man  whom 
you  restrain  by  law  to  be  judge  whether  he  shall 
be  restrained  or  not  ? I say  that  a doctrine  like 
that,  propounded  in  a legislature  with  British 
institutions,  is  subversive  of  all  that  a Briton 
feels  to  be  dear  to  him.  But  the  Pro.  Sec.,  not 
content  with  saying  that  the  government  have 
acted  on  the  letter,  says  they  have  also  acted  on 
the  spirit  of  the  law.  The  spirit  of  the  law,  he 
' says,  is  that  the  government  should  ascertain  by 
tender  the  value  of  work.  That  having  done 
that,  they  were  at  liberty  to  hand  it  to  any  one 
they  choose  at  the  prices  so  ascertained.  . Now 
if  that  were  true  is  the  government  exculpated  ? 
The  papers  show  that  only  $965,000  worth  of 
work  was  submitted  to  tender  at  all.  For  the 
balance,  up  to  this  moment,  no  man  has  ever 
been  asked  to  tender.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that 
if  one  million  of  dollars  was  put  to  tender,  that 
justifies  the  expenditure  of  a second  million 
without  tender.  These  then  are  the  theories  of 
the  spirit  and  of  the  letter  of  law  to  which  the 
House  has  been  treated.  The  spirit,  of  law  is  not 
as  the  Prov.  Secy . declares : — It  is  that  the  low- 
est price  for  which  work  can  be  done  shall  be  as- 
certained, that  those  who  tender  and  can  give  ade- 
quate security  shall  do  the  work  and  no  man,  ha- 
ving tendered,  and  having  skill  and  ability  to  do 
the  work  shall  have  it  taken  from  him.  The  man 
who  tenders  and  gives  security  becomes  respon- 
sible, and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  see 
that  the  parties  to  the  contract  arc  not  men  of 
straw,  but  are' capable  of  fulfilling  it.  The  en- 
gineer in  this  ease  says  that  the  securities  given 
by  the  contractors  were  adequate,  and  the  Pro. 
Sec.,  with  that  statement  from  his  own  officer, 
and  with  his  own  declaration  made  on  the  floors 
of  the  House,  that  the  contractors  were  indus- 


trious and  energetic  men,  in  defiance  of  law,  un- 
dertakes by  a dash  of  his  pen  to  destroy  that 
security,  and  dares  to  defend  himself  on  the 
ground  of  pursuing  the  law.  The  Pro.  Sec. 
read  to  us  part  of  a contract  entered  into  by  the 
previous  government  to  shew  that,  having  once 
let  the  work,  the  government  retained  the  right 
to  take  the  work  off  the  contractor’s  hands  and 
do  it  in  any  way  they  pleased  ; yet  when  he  was 
required  to  read  another  sentence  it  turned  out 
that  the  work  was  to  be  done  not  at  the  expense 
of  the  Province,  but  at  the  expense  of  the  men 
who  signed  the  contract.  When  therefore  he 
undertook  to  release  these  men  from 
their  obligations,  he  did  that  which  no  man 
ever  dared  to  do  before.  The  Commissioner  of 
Railways  asked  us  “ what  was  the  use  of  calling 
the  Legislature  together;”  he  thinks  that  the 
nine  intelligent  and  energetic  gentlemen  com- 
posing the  Government  were  capable  of  forming 
a judgment  on  the  question  ; but  does  he  not 
know  that  that  argument  would  dispense  with 
the  Legislature  altogether  ? If  nine  men  are  as 
fit  to  judge  as  the  fifty -five,  why  call  us  together 
at  all  ? This  contract  was  signed  on  the  10th  of 
January, — we  should  have  been  here  then,  and  I 
ask  the  Pro.  Secretary  and  the  Att’y  General  in 
the  face  of  these  facts,  if  there  was  ever  a Gov- 
ernment in  this  country  or  elsewhere  that  would, 
under  these  circumstances,  have  acted  as  they 
have  done.  Surely  the  Pro.  Secretary  cannot 
see  the  magnitude  of  This  transaction.  Our 
revenue  is  little  over  a million  of  dollars.  The 
Imperial  revenue  is  350  millions,  so  that  the  con- 
tract bears  the  same  proportion  to  us  as  seven 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  would  to  the  Impe- 
rial Parliament.  Imagine  Sir  Roundell  Palmer, 
the  Attorney  General  of  England,  advising  the 
Government  that  in  a matter  involving  seven 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  they  were  at  liberty 
within  a few  days  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  violate  the  law  and  enter  into  a contract 
in  the  ve'ry  teeth  of  a statute  passed  to  meet  just 
such  a case.  How  long  would  Earl  Russell  be 
Prime  Minister,  or  Sir  Roundell  Palmer  Attorney 
General,  of  England  l Eor  acts  less  arbitrary 
than  that  an  English  monarch  lost  his 
head.  An  act  of  this  kind  is  dangerous, 
just  in  proportion  to  the  plausibility  of 
the  excuses  that  can  be  offered  for  it. 
The  ground  on  which  Charles  I.  claimed  his 
right  to  levy  the  ship  tax  was  that  such  an  im- 
post was  absolutely  necessary  if  England  was  to 
have  a navy.  That  the  country  could  be  saved 
from  hostile  invasion,  and  its  institutions  handed 
down  to  posterity  only  by  protection  at  sea, — he 
contended  that  if  ship  money  could  not  be  levied 
by  law,  it  must  be  levied  by  what  the  modern 
estimate  of  responsible  government  here  terms 
the  law  of  necessity ; what  was  the  result  ? The 
Commons  of  England  felt  that  plausible  as 
were  the  excuses  there  was  an  end  of  all  legis- 
lative power,  if  they  were  accepted, — that  the 
authority  which  could  be  used  to  levy  money  to 
sustain  a navy  could  be  employed  to  raise  an 
army  to  enslave  the  country,  and  they  settled  the 
question  forever.  I tell  the  Pro.  Sec.  then  that 
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the  danger  of  sneh  an  innovation  is  in  propor- 
tion to  the  justification  that  can  be  offered.  That 
the  innovation  may  be  used  by  men  less  scrupu- 
lous than  himself  for  ends  which  he  would  scorn. 
Suppose  I acquit  the  government  of  everything 
but  a gross  want  of  judgment,  the  precedent  they 
have  set,  if  sanctioned  by  us,  may  be  most 
grossly  abused.  Let  me  say  to  the  members  of 
this  House  before  you  take  an  irrevocable  step — 
before  you  ratify  an  act  most  dangerous  to  the 
future  well  being  of  your  country,  consider  and 
reflect  upon  your  position.  The  support  of  the 
Government  is  a small  matter, — it  is  of  compara- 
tively little  importance  whether  one  or  another 
set  of  men  manage  the  public  affairs  ; but  if  the 
Government  be  now  allowed  to  violate  the  law 
and  any  future  Government  should  place  their 
hands  in  the  Treasury  for  selfish  or  for  corrupt 
purposes,  the  people  of  that  day  will  have  a right 
to  point  to  you,  to  the  fifty-five  who  in  the  ses- 
sion off  866  had  the  destinies  of  the  country  in 
hand  and  say  : the  turning-point  was  with  you, 
if  you  had  done  ybur  duty  to  your  country 
this  precedent  never  would  have  been  followed. 
It  is  for  the  members  of  this  House  now  to  decide, 
but  decide  as  they  may,  I feel  that  there  are  few 
men  whose  convictions  on  this  subject  are  at  va- 
riance with  my  own,  and  leaving  the  matter  as  I 
do  in  your  hands,  I shall  feel  that  I have  dischar- 
ged my  duty  to  the  country,  and  devolved  the  re- 
sponsibility upon  those  who  feel  at  liberty  to 
vote  against  the  Resolution  now  before  the 
House. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  ap- 
peared— for  the  Resolution-^-20 ; against  it,  31. 
Names  appeared  thus 

For  the  Resolution  : Messrs.  Heffernan,  Ross, 
McKay,  Killam,  Hebb,  Townsend,  Balcam, 
Parker,  Miller,  McLelan,  Blackwood,  Archibald, 
Locke,  Robertson,  S.  Campbell,  Ray,  Blanch- 
ard, Brown,  Coffin,  Annand. 

Against : — Messrs.  Shannon,  Jas.  Fraser,  Bill, 
Donkin,  Longley,  MacFarlane,  Lawrence,  Al- 
lison, Churchill,  Hatfield,  Whitman,  John 
Campbell,  Pryor,  D.  Fraser,  C.  J.  Campbell, 
Moore,  Hamilton,  Kaulback,  Tobin,  Jost,  Hon. 
Prov.  Secy.,  S.  McDonnell,  Hon.  Atty.  General, 
Colin  Campbell,  Hill,  McKinnon,  Bourinot,  Ro- 
bicheau,  Smith,  Cowie,  King. 

Mr.  Locke  asked  the  Government  to  lay  on 
the  table  papers  relating  to  a contract  with  Mr. 
John  Pugh. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  papers  relat- 
ing to  the  Dublin  International  Exhibition. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Saturday  at  1 1 
o’clock. 

Saturday,  March  31st- 

PETITIONS  AND  BILLS. 

The  House  met  at  1 1 o’clock. 

Mr.  Cowie  presented  a petition  and  a bill  in 
accordance  therewith,  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
Mount  Zion  Church,  Milton,  Queens  County. 

Dr.  Hamilton  presented  a petition  from  J. 
C.  West  for  return  of  duties. 

Mr.  Ray  introduced  a bill  to  authorise  the 
sale  of  the  old  school-house  at  Annapolis. 

Mr.  Robicheau  presented  a petition  from  a 


number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Weymouth  Bridge 
against  Confederation ; also  one  from  inhabit- 
ants of  Long  Island  for  an  increase  of  mail  ac- 
commodation ; also,  one  from  inhabitants  of  Ce- 
dar Lake,  for  a Way  Office. 

Mr.  Hebb,  petition  of  Andrews,  and  others, 
of  Chester,  against  removal  of  Court  of  Sessions. 
Also  three  petitions  against  Confederation. 

Mr.  Bill,  a petition  from  West  .Cornwallis, 
in  respect  to  the  present  School  Law. 

Mr.  Hatfield,  petition  from  Argyle,  respect- 
ing Indians. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.,  copy  of  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  etc. 

Mr.  Allison,  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  Old 
Baptist  Meeting  House  at  Caledonia. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture  a Resolution  deinitely 
fixing  the  time  for  the  Provincial  Exhibition  in 
the  year  1868. 

Mr.  Tobin  introduced  an  act  to  amend  the 
act  to  incorporate  the  Halifax  City  Railway. — 
The  Manager  of  that  Railway  says  that  the  clause 
empowering  the  Government  to  take  it  olf  his 
hands  at  a bonus  of.  12  per  cent.,  prevents  the 
sale  of  stock.  Mr.  Tobin  said  he  did  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  giving  any  opinion  on  the 
subject. 

The  House  went  into  Commitee,  and  passed 
the  Bill  to  incorporate  the  Halifax  Co-operative 
Society,  with  amendments  ; the  Bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Strait  of  Canso  Marine  Railway ; 
the  Bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  chap.  63 
R.  S.  of  “ Commissioners  of  Streets”  to  the 
town  of  Antigonishe ; the  Bill  to  incorporate 
the  Nova  Scotia  Slate  Company. 

Mr.  McLelan  asked  the  Government  for  a 
statement  of  amount  of  revenue  derived  from 
Customs  and  Excise  for  the  quarters  ending  31st 
Dec.  and  31st  March.  Also  information  for  ad- 
vances other  than  for  road  services.  He  pre- 
sented five  petitions  from  Five  Islands  against 
Confederation. 

Mr.  Locke  presented  eight  petitions  from' 
Shelburne,  against  Confederation.  . 

Hon.  Atty.  General  introduced  an  Act  to 
amend  chap.  159 R.  S.  “Of  malicious  injuries 
to  Property.” 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  asked  the  Govern- 
ment for  a return  in  connection  with  Militia 
expenditure. 

Hon,  Atty.  General,  introduced  an  act  to 
amend  chap.  94  R.  S.,  Of  the  Coast  and  Deep 
Sea  Fisheries.  It  remedies  defects  in  the  pre- 
sent law,  aud  makes  it  more  operative. 

A message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council,  stating  that  they  had  passed  tiie  Reve- 
nue Bills. 

The  Atty.  General  suggested  whether  in  con- 
nection with  the  bill  he  had  just  introduced,  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  alter  the  law  in  re- 
spect to  that  part  which  throws  the  whole  bur- 
den of  proof  upon  the  defendant,  that  the  law 
is  not  violated.  Such  a provision  might  be  con- 
sidered hard  by  foreigners,  and  he  thought  that 
it  might  be  advisable  to  leave  the  matter  of  for 
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feiture  to  be  sustained  upon  the  usual  princi- 
ples of  evidence. 

The  hon.  gentleman  also  introduced  an  act 
to  amend  the  chap,  respecting  Mines  and  Min- 
erals. It  appears  there  is  now  a clause  which 
enables  the  party  who  has  been  a lessee  of  a 
number  of  areas  and  docs  work  sufficient  to  sat- 
isfy the  law  with  respect  to  certain  of  them,  to 
get  a new  lease,  on  certain  conditions. — 
The  law  provides  on  the  new  lease  being  issu- 
ed, that  the  party  shall  be  bound  to  make  up 
all  the  work  that  is  to  be  done  on  these 
areas  If  a person  take  thirty  areas,  he  would 
have  to  perform  300  days  work,  five  of  these 
may  turn  out  productive,  and  yet  he  may  be 
obliged  to  do  the  work  on  the  other  25  which 
are  unproductive.  The  law  therefore  imposes 
upon  the  party  getting  the  second  lease  a large 
amount  of  useless  work.  Cases  had  not  arisen 
under  it,  but  it  was  necessary,  said  the  hon. 
gentleman,  to  alter  the  law. 

Hon.  Prov.  Src.  laid  on  the  table  correspon- 
dence and  tenders  in  relation  to  petroleum  for 
the  Board  of  Works.  Also  petition  asked  for 
by  hon.  member  for  Victoria,  (Mr.  Ross,)  pray- 
ing for  a half-way-house  between  Ingonish  and 
Cape  North. 

At  one  o’clock  His  Excellency  the  Lieut.  Go- 
vernor came  down,  and  gave  his  assent  to  the 
Revenue  Bills. 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  at  three 
o’clock. 

Monday,  2nd  April,  1866. 

The  house  met  a;  3 o’clock. 

BILLS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Archibald  introduced  a bill  to  amend 
chap.  46,  Assessment. 

lion.  AttY;  GeNl  introduced  an  act  to 
amend  chip.  40  Sheriffs;  it  is  intended  to  en- 
able the  government  during  the  year  to  en- 
quire iuto  cases  where  the  officer  fails  to  per- 
form his  duty  and  is  guilry  of  any  misconduct, 
and  to  disrni  s him  when  requisite. 

Dr.  Brown  introduced  a bill  to  amend 
chap.  72  It.  S of  Commissioners  of  Sewers  and 
reguUiiou  of  Dyke  Lauds. 

Mr.  Locke  pit  seated  a petition  from  Shel- 
burne, pra}  mg  that,  no  law  be  enacted  against 
the  setting  ot  wiers  in  the  bays  and  harbours 
of  this  Province. 

• Mr.  Archibald  asked  the  government  to 
lay  on  the  tabre  statements  of  amounts  due 
from  the  several  counties  in  connection  with 
the  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Hon.  Atty  6enl.  said  he  was  glad  to  fiud 
that  the  hon.  gentieinad  had  taken  the  matter 
iu  hand;  it  had  been  his  own  intention  to  bring 
up  the  subject. 

Hon.  ProV.  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  a state- 
ment of  Militia  expenditure.  Also  a list  of 
advances  other  than  road  services. 

Mr.  Pryor,  as  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Looal  and  Private  Bills,  reported  up  the  bills 
to  regulate  assessment  iu  the  county  of  Hali- 
fax, to  legalize  the  proceedings  of  the  sessions 
iu  i lie  County  of  (Jape  Breton,  to  legalize  as- 
sessment m the  dis  rict  of  Barrington,  to  au- 
thorize the  .sale  of  school  hous  3 and  lot  at 
Bridgetown,  to  incorporate  the  Anconi  Coal 
Company. 


Mr.  Blanchard  introduced  an  act  to  amend 
the  law  respecting  the  partition  of  Real  Estate. 
It  provides  where  all  the  parties  interested  re- 
fuse to  to  accept  the  property  at  a valuation, 
and  pay  for  it,  it  shall  be  iu  the  power  of  the 
judge  to  order  its  sale,  &c. 

Eon.  Atty.  Genl.  presented  a petition  from 
the  Nova  Scotia  Electric  Telegraph  Company, 
praying  that  an  act  which  had  been  introduc- 
ed to  incorporate  an  opposition  line,  may  not 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  house.  After  some 
brief  remarks  as  to  its  contents,  the  petition 
was  sent  to  the  committee  on  Law  Amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Kaulback  introduced  an  act  to  legalize 
the  assessment  roils  of  Chester. 

Mr.  Archibald  presented  a petition  from 
Upper  Stewiaeke  on  the  subject  of  the  combi- 
nation of  the  sale  of  groceries  and  liquors  in 
one  establishment;  also,  a similar  petition 
from  Dartmouth.  It  appears  that  the  law  is 
evaded  in  a great  many  places  in  the  province, 
not  even  excepting  Dartmouth.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman also  presented  a petition  from  an  aged 
teacher,  formerly  of  Horton,  now  of  Truro. 
Also  a petition  from  Point  Brule  in  reference 
to  road  communication  with  Georgetown,  and 
Earl  town. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  then  moved  the 
house  iuto  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  the  estimates,,  but  on  Mr.  Aunand  objecting 
to  that  course  uutii  the  grants  were  subdivid- 
ed according  to  counties,  the  hon  gentleman 
consented  to  withdraw  his  motion.  Some 
conversation  took  plaoe  in  respect  to  several 
matters  contained  in  the  estimates— Mr.  Tobin 
urging  the  desirability  of  a road  between  St. 

• Margaret’s  Bay  to  Peggy’s  Cove,  &o. — but  it 
was  agreed  to  defer  all  discussion  until  the 
subject  came  legitimately  before  the  house. 
the  school  bill. 

Hop.  Prov.  Secretary  moved  the  house 
into  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  School  Law  Mr.  Robertson  in  the  chair. 

The  first  clause,  providing  for  the  payment 
of  school  teachers  from  the  treasury,  was  read. 
The  Provincial  Secretary -ex pi  deed  that  the 
object  was  to  provide  remuneration  for  the 
teachers  according  to  their  qualifications,  and 
to  enable  them  to- know  exactly  what  amount 
they  would  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
province. 

Mr.  Bill  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  bill 
did  not  provide  sufficiently  for  the  poorer  sec- 
tions of  the  country;,  under  it,  the  rich  sections 
would  receive  all  tdie  first  class  teachers.  The 
whole  object  of  the  legislation  for  the  past  two 
years,  in  connection  with  education,  had  been, 
to  benefit  the  lich  to  the  prejudice  of  the  poor. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  country  was  yet  in 
a position  to  adopt  such  radical  changes  as  the 
house  had  been  endeavoring  to  farce  it  to  ac- 
cept. He  regretted  that  the  superintendent  of 
education  had  not  reported  to  the  house  what 
children  are  notgoiug  to  school  ids  rough  utthe 
country;  that  was  very  important  mformaion 
that  the  Legislature  should  have  in  its  posses- 
sion. He  did  not  think  credit,  should  be  given 
to  the  new  law  for  the  number  of  children  that 
might  now  be  attending  school.  The  house 
did  not  hear  of  the  hardships,  of  the  litigation, 
of  the  school-houses  shut  up,  of  ! be  to  rued  sale 
of  a poor  man’s  property  for  the  school  tax;, 
these  were  things  that  were  constantly  occur- 
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ring  under  tlie  law.  The  object  of  legislation 
should  be  to  elevate  the  people,  but  the  school 
law  had  teuded  to  depress  them.  The  Legisla- 
ture had  not  forced  the  Municipal  Incorpora- 
tion Law  upon  the  people,  but  it  had  been  left 
to  them  to  accept  or  reject  it  and  so  it  ought  to 
have  been  with  the  School  Bill.  He  alluded  to 
a district  in  Cornwallis — inhabited  mostly  by 
coloured  peo|)le— in  which  two  young  ladies — 
one  residing  in  the  city  and  the  other  in  the 
country — who  inherited  the  patriotism  of  their 
illustrious  sires  had  exerted  themselves  to  esta- 
blish a school.  They  did  not  apply  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Public  Instruction  for  a teacher,  for  they, 
were  fully  qualified  themselves  to  chose  one. 
They  engaged  one  perfectly  qualified,  uot  only 
to  teach  on  week  days  but  on  the  Lord's  Day 
but  what  did  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
say?  Their  agents  broke  up  the  school  and 
and  said  in  effect,  if  you  have  any 
business  to  attend  to,  you  bad  bet- 

ter do  it.  What,  he  would  ask,  had  these 
poor  people  done  that  they  should  not  receive 
the  full  benefit  of  the  assistance  of  these  ladies? 
The  present  law  had  a tendency  to  strike  down 
the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  all  the  finer 
qualities  of  human  nature.  It  was  calculated 
to  encourage  litigatiou  and  injure  irremedia- 
bly the  cause  of  education,  de  would  feel 
very  much  gratified  if  it  were  possible  to  post- 
pone the  operation  of  the  law  until  the  people 
were  better  able  to  accept  it.  At  present  there 
were  sections  inhabited  by  from  150  to  200 
persons,  which  bad  no  schools. 

Hon.'  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  the  amendment 
proposed  in  the  present  bill  would  meet  the 
very  objections  that  had  been  raised  by  his 
hon.  friend.  The  old  law — audit  was  almost 
impossible  to  frame  any  law  otherwise — had 
the  effect  of  giving  the  larger  proportion  of  the 
grant  to  the  more  populous  aud  wealthy  sec- 
tions. The  poor  sections,  however,  never  re- 
ceived as  much  consideration  as  they  do 
under  the  new  law.  The  Statute  La- 
bour Law  shewed  how  difficult  it  was  to  frame 
any  law  that  did  not  more  or  less  benefit  the 
rich  and  populous  sections.  The  present  bill 
enablerl  a first  teacher  to  draw  as  large  a grant 
of  money  in  a poor  section  as  if  he  were  teach- 
ing iu  the  shiretown.  The  number  of  petitions 
on  table  shewed  that  the  people  were  largely 
in  favour  of  such  amendments  as  were  pro- 
posed in  the  present  bill.  He  regretted  to 
hear  such  sentiments  fall  from  a representa- 
tive of  a county  where  so  mauy  associations 
of  the  body  to  which  be  belonged  had  passed 
resolution  after  resolution  iu  favour  of  assess- 
ment. 

Mr.  Bill,  expressed  bis  opinion  that  the  old 
law  was  in  mauy  \ respects  preferable  to  the 
present,  which  bore  with  great  oppressiveness 
upon  the  poor  meu  of  the  country.  The  old 
law  had  one  great  advantage,  it  gave  almost 
unlimited  power  to  the  Commissioners'  It 
also  enabled  free  schools  to  be  established  over 
the  chantry  wherever  they  -were  wanted.  He 
was  in  favor  of  taking  the  revenue  that  was 
derivable  from  taxing  the  staff  of  life,  aud 
handing  it  over  to  the  Commissioners  to  be 
distributed  for  school  purposes  as  under  the 
old  law.  He  trusted  that  the  House  would  j 
pause  before  fixing  the  salary  of  teachers  in 
the  mode  proposed;  aud  give  tlie  power  to  the 
proper  persons  to  arrange  all  such  matters,  the 
Board  of  Commissioners.  The  great  objection 


be  bad  to  the  present  system  of  taxation  was 
the  exnenss  it  necessarily  entailed. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  said  that  under 
tlie  present  bill  the  amount  that  was  now  con- 
tributed by  the  people  for  the  support  of 
schools  would  be  nearly  trebled.  He  asked  if 
the  house  was  prepared  to  teil  their  consti- 
tuentsjthat  they  must  henceforth  pay  three 
where  they  had  previously  paid*  one  dollar. 
He  doubted  whether  Inspector,  or  even  a Su- 
perindent of  Education  was  necessary  in  this 
country.  The  latter  gentleman  had  uot  visited 
Guysboro  county  for  more  than  a year;  the  only 
duties  apparently  he  was  capable  of  perform- 
ing was  to  haunt  the  purlieus  of  the  building; 
he  had  been  too  much  in  communication  with 
members  of  the  house.  The  report  this  gen- 
tlemau  had  preseuted  was  altogether  too  par- 
tial; it  did  not  give  the  facts  that  the  house 
required  to  know.  He  again  objected  to  the 
entire  principle  of  the  bill. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  said  that 
the  bon.  member  for  Guysboro  bad  not  ap- 
proached the  question  in  a manner  that  was  at 
all  worthy  of  himself,  and  of  the  important 
interests  under  consideration.  When  he  as- 
sailed the  Superintendent  of  Education,  and 
the  Inspectors  of  Schools,  he  was  not  attack- 
ing the  present  government,  but  every  man 
who  had  in  time  past  devoted  his  services  to 
the  cause  of  education.  The  office  of  Super- 
intendenForigiuauH.  with  the  parry  to  which 
he  had  attached  himself,  and  which  he  sus- 
tained by  putting  on  the  statute  book  a law  by 
which  the  House  was  led  to  believe  that  that 
office  was  indispensable  to  the  promotion  of 
education  among  the  pedple.  Every  one 
knew  that  one  of  the  first  Superintendents 
h id  been  Dr.  Dawson,  a gentleman  of  whom 
this  country  was  proud.  If  the  hon.  member 
would  turn  to  the  letter  of  that  gentleman — to 
the  arguments  enforced  upon  the  House  by  the 
leading  public  men  to  whom  he  (Mr.  G.)  hal 
devoted  himself,  he  would  find  the  necessity 
for  a Superintendent  of  Education  proved 
conclusively,  a d iu  addition  to  that,  that  there 
should  be  an  efficient  and  vigorous  system  of 
Inspectorship  cf  Schools.  Mr.  Young  follow- 
ed and  sustained  by  the  hon.  member,  had 
brought  in  a bill  providing  for  the  public  in- 
spection of  schools.  Dr. Forrester  had  always 
contended  for  a similar  system;  and  in  the 
face  of  facts  like  ihese  the  bon.  member  got 
up,  and  disavowed  the  principles  which  he 
might  be  considered  as  having  always  sustain- 
ed. Dr.  Forrester  had  the  manliness,  on  a. re- 
cent occasion,  to  come  lor  ward  aud  congra  u-t 
late  the  country  upon  the  character,  ability, 
and  energy  of  the  gentleman  who  had  suc- 
ceeded him.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Education  to  be  present  when  the 
question  iu  which  he  was  peculiarly  interested 
was  being  discussed,  that  he  might  be  able  to 
give  the  benefit  of  his  views  to  gentlemen  on 
both  sides. 

Mr.  Killtam  believed  that  the  present  bill 
changed  the  principle  of  the  existing  daw  iu 
many  respects ; the  payment  of  the  teachers  for 
instance.  The  county  assessment  had  been 
considerably  increased  although  ho  did  not  ob- 
ject to  that,  for  his  views  had  always  been  to 
give  as  much  education  as  possible  to  those 
who  could  not  educate  themselves.  His  opinion 
had  always  been  that  the  whole  amount  for 
education  should  be  distributed  all  over  the 
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country,  and  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
children  in  each  section.  The  money  should 
be  under  the  control  of  the  commissioners  and 
superintendent,  and  so  divided  that  there 
would  be  no  mistake  about  it.  The  great  ob- 
ject should  be  to  distribute  the  advantages  of 
education  as  equally  as  possible. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  said  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  sectional  assessment  as  being  the  most 
equitable  principle. 

Dr.  Brown  doubted  the  advisability  of  de- 
nuding the  Commissioners  so  largely  of  power, 
though  ho  thought  the  bill  was  in'  many  res- 
pects an  improvement. 

Mr.  Killam  questioned  the  propriety  of  al- 
tering the  policy  of  dividing  the  school  grant 
by  population.  He  movod  an  amendment  that 
the  ‘’Provincial  grant  be  divided  among  the 
counties  as  heretofore.” 

On  a division  the  clause  passed  by  a -very 
large  majority. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  reported  up  an  act  in 
reference  to  the  Board  of  Health  in  Halifax. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday  April  3. 

UNION  OP  THE  COLONIES. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  MILLER. 

Mr.  Miller  said — t rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
address  the  Houss  on  a question  of  the  deepest 
importance  to  the  people  of  this  country— a 
question  in  comparison  with  which  all  other 
public  questions  may  be  truly  said  to  sink  into 
insignificance— I mean  the  great  question  of 
British  Colonial  Union.  If,  sir,  the  subject 
was  less  important  than  it  is,  I would  not  ven- 
ture, as  I now  do,  to  trespass  on  the  attention 
of  hon.  gentlemen  in  reference  to  it,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  motion  before  this  House.  The 
course  I am  about  to  adopt  is  the  result  of 
much  deliberation,  and  I shall  bring  myself 
within  the  rules  of  the  House  by  making  an 
enquiiyof  the  Government  before  I resume 
my  seat.  Sir,  on  no  occasion  during  my  com- 
paratively short  professional  and  public  ca- 
reer, have  I risen  to  address  any  body  of  men 
impressed  with  a deeper  sense  of  the  grave 
responsibilities  of  my  position  than  I now  feel 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  I can  truly  say,  on  no 
occasion,  involving  public  responsibilities, 
have  1 been  animated  by  stronger  convictions 
of  the  propriety  of  the  step  I am  about  to  take 
than  1 am  at  this  moment. 

For  the  past  two  years,  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
question  of  an  Union  of  the  British  North 
American  Provinces  has  been  before  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  and  I need  hardly  state  my 
views  have  obtained  some  publicity,  and  my- 
self some  prominence,  in  opposition  to  the 
Quebec  scheme  of  Confederation.  To  that 
scheme,  I am  now  a3  hostile  as  I have  ever 
been.  1 believe  it  to  be  unjust  to  the  people  of 
the  Maritime  Provinces  in  some  of  its  most 
important  features.  I believe  to  force  it  upon 
without  important  modifications,  would 
rrditrate  the  end  it  is  intended  to  promote — 
the  permanency  of  British  Institutions  on  this 
continent.  These  were  my  opinions  in  1864. 
'T*.ey  have  undergone  no  change.  They  are 
my  opinions  to-day. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  well  known  to  this  house  and 
to  the  people  of  the  country,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  strenuous  and  unwavering  oppo- 


sition I have  given  to  the  Quebec  scheme  of 
confederation,  I have  invariably  declared 
myself  in  favor  of  an  equitable  union  of  these 
colonies.  During  the  agitation  of  this  question, 
I have  spoken  on  it  in  Parliament  and  at  Pub- 
lic meetings,  in  several  counties  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  nowhere  have  I failed  to  express  in 
unequivocal  language  my  desire  for  union  on 
fair  terms.  I can  appeal  to  those  who  have 
listened  to  me  in  both  extremes  of  Nova  Scotia, 
whethei  in  Cape  Breton  or  in  Lunenburg,  in 
support  of  this  assertion.  But,  Sir,  I can 
appeal  lo  something  stronger,  if  the  consis- 
tency ol  my  conduct  in  this  Legislature  is 
called  in  question,— I can  appeal  to  the  official 
records  of  this  House.  I can  go  even  further 
and  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
have  co-operated  for  the  last  eighteen  months 
in  opposition  to  the  scheme  of  the  Quebec 
Conference,  many  of  whom  are  opposed  to  all 
union,  and  who  will  bear  me  ready  witness 
that  my  co-operation  in  the  anti-union  move- 
ment in  this  Province,  has  only  extended  to 
the  details  of  that  scheme.  The  subject  of  an 
union  of  British  America,  since  I have  been 
capable  of  forming  a judgment  on  the  question, 
has  found  favor  with  me.  Apart  from  the 
material  advantages  of  such  an  union,  there  is 
something  in  the  assurance  of  national 
strength  and  greatness  to  be  derived  from  it, 
which  is  in  sympathy  with  the  best  feelings  and 
aspirations  of  every  British  American  whose 
future  is  wrapped  up  with  the  future  of  this 
country.  For  years  past  I have  entertained  a 
strong  opinion  on  the  subject. — an  opinion  that 
the  period  was  fast  approaching  when  these 
North  American  colonies  must  cast  off  their 
present  political  habiliments,  and  assume 
others  more  consistent  with  their  advanced 
position,  their  surroundings,  and  their  altered 
relations  to  the  Empire.  I was  in  favor  of  their 
political  union  before  the  subject  was  pre- 
sented to  the  country  in  any  tangible  shape. 
I am  in  favor  of  it  now,  after  having  given  the 
question  much  attention  and  thought,  and 
after  the  bitter  and  prolonged  agitation  it  has 
produced  in  this  Province.  The  first  opinion 
I publicly  expressed  in  favor  of  it,  was  in  the 
debate  in  this  Rouse  on  the  resolution  intro- 
duced in  1864,  by  the  bon.  Provincial  Secretary 
for  a union  of  the  maritime  provinces,  when  I 
am  correctly  renorted  to  have  used  this  lan- 
guage:— 

“ If  the  resolution  before  the  House  contemplated 
an  union  of  all  the  Provinces  of  British  North  Ameri- 
ca on  equitable  terms  no  one  could  hail  it  with  more 
satisfaction  than  himself.  Such  an  Union  he  trusted 
tapso  distant  period  would  become  both  a commer- 
cial and  political  necessity.  He  looked  forward  hope- 
fully to  tiie  day  when  the  inhabitants  of  these  noble 
Provinces,  united  under  one  government,  might 
stand  before  the  world  in  the  proud  national  charac- 
ter of  British  Americans.  From  such  an  association 
they  would  indeed- derive  national  strength  and  dig 
nity  worth  some  sacrifice  to  obtain.  They  would 
then  possess  a population  and  country  whose  imme- 
diate status  and  inevitable  future  destiny  would  com- 
mand respect.  An  union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces 
and  the  great  territory  beyond  would  give  us  a coun- 
try extending  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  with 
all  the  diversified  resources  necessary  to  the  most 
unlimited  material  progress.  In  favor  of  such  a pro- 
posal most  of  the  arguments,  urged  in  this  debate 
would  have  real  point  and  force,  and  not  appear,  a3 
they  now  did,  absurd  or  inapplicable.” 

From  the  above  paragraph,  Mr.  Speaker,  it 
will  be  seen,  and  indeed  the  fact  is  one  of  noto- 


188 


DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


riety  in  this  House,  that  before  the  Quebec 
scheme  of  Confederation  was  in  existence,  I 
had  placed  on  record  my  decided  approval  of 
an  union  of  Brutish  America  on  equitable  j 
terms.  I think  I will  have  no  difficulty  in  shew-  ! 
ing  that  thongh  prominent  in  my  opposition  to  i 
the  Quebec  scheme  of  Union,  I have  always  j 
been  favorable  to  the  abstract  ide  5.  of  Union.—  j 
My  first  appearance  before  the  public  in  oppo-  ! 
sition  to  that  scheme  was  at  a mass  meeting  of  j 
the  citizens  of  Halifax  in  December,  1864,  about  I 
nine  months  after  the  above  declaration  in 
Parliament,  and  although  I spoke  under  cir- 
cumstances of  much  irritation,  I did  not  allow 
any  personal  annoyance  to  draw  me  into  an- 
tagonism to  the  great  principle  of  Colonial 
Union.  Looking  back,  sir,  to  that  occasion, 
and  recollecting  the  excitement  that  marked 
it,  I find  no  ordinary  degree  of  satisfaction  at 
the  emphatic  manner  in  which  I preserved  my 
consistency  on  the  great  principle  involved  in 
that  discussion.  I said: — 

“ I do  not  wish,  Mr.  Mayor,  that  my  appearance  on 
this  platform  to-night  should  be  construed  into  op- 
position to  an  (Jnion  ot  British  America  on  fair  terms. 

1 am  not  opposed  to,  but  on  the  contrary,  would  sup- 
port an  Union  based  on  sound  principles  and  equita- 
ble terms.  But  the  more  I investigated  the  subject, 
the  more  reason  do  I find  to  fear  that  an  equitable 
Union  with  Canada  is  not  easily  attainable.  I am  not 
willing  to  purchase  Confederation  on  conditions  dis- 
astrous to  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia.  These  are  the 
reasons  why  J oppose  the  measure  by  which  Confede- 
ration is  now  to  be  secured.  1 cannot  ratify  the  im- 
provident bargain  our  delegates  have  made,  because 
it  is  unjust  to  this  Province.  It  is  a bargain  in  which 
the  advantages  are  all  on  one  side,  and  all  against 
us.” 

I repeat,  sir,  when  I look  back  to  the  period 
at  which  these  remarks  were  uttered — when  I 
remember  the  excitement  and  personal 
acrimony  that  marked,  in  some  instances,  the 
discussion  of  this  subject  in  Temperance  Hall, 
I am  exceedingly  gratified  to-day,  that  no 
temporary  provocation  could  induce  me  to  de- 
nounce all  union,  as  others  did;  but  that  I 
wisely  contented  myself  with  hostility  to  the 
particular  scheme  then  under  consideration.  I 
do  not  deny  that  in  the  warmth  of  an  exciting 
platform  discussion  I may  not  hare  used  lan- 
guage that  I in  times  of  greater  coolness 
would  not  have  uttered.  But  no  candid  man 
would  think  of  binding  another  too  strictly  to 
every  expression  used  before  an  excited 
popular  assemblage,  amid  the  cheers  of  his 
friends  and  the  hisses  of  his  opponents.  It  is 
only  proper  to  recollect  that  everything  I then 
said— every  argument  I advanced— was  direct- 
ly solely  to  the  end  of  defeating  the  Quebec 
Resolutions.  When  the  question  came  before 
the  Legislature  at  a late  period  last  session,  I 
intended  to  have  fully  explained  my  position 
and  views,  but  in  common  with  a number  of 
gentlemen  ou  both  sides — for  reasons  which 
will  be  found  in  the  reported  debates — I de- 
nied myself  the  pleasure  of  speaking  on  it  at 
any  length.  In  the  few  remarks  I did  make, 
however,  I find  the  following  decided  reitera- 
tion of  all  my  previous  declarations: — 

“ If  I have  any  desire  for  an  union,  it  is  for  the  lar- 
ger one.  The  opinion  I held  last  year  I hold  now. 
My  opposition  has  not  been  to  union  in  the  abstract, 
but  to  the  terms  on  which  it  was  secured.  I defy 
any  one  to  find  a single  passage  in  anything  1 have 
said  which  proves  that  I am  opposed  to  an  Union  on 
equitable  terms.” 


Sir,  I do  not  think  I require  to  say  a single 
word  in  addition  to  what  is  contained  in  the 
official  records  of  this  House, to  show  that  from 
my  first  appearance  in  this  Legislature  up  to 
the  present  time,  I have  been  favorable  to  an 
union  of  these  Provinces.  I am  chargeable 
with  no  sudden  conversion  to  that  opinion — 
nay,  more,  I am  chargeable  with  no  inconsist- 
ency ia  regard  to  it.  Every  one  who  under- 
stands the  difference  between  the  principle  of 
a measure  and  its  details,  is  well  aware  that 
in  supporting  the  principle  of  any  scheme  a 
party  does  not  commit  himself  to  its  details. 
The  absurdity  of  any  other  assumption  is  too 
apparent  to  call  for  comment.  In  the  same 
way,  in  opposing  the  details  of  a measure,  it 
does  not  follow  that  we  oppose  its  principle.  I 
do  not  make  these  obvious  remarks  for  gentle- 
men iu  this  House,  but  for  those  elsewhere 
who  may  not  as  readily  appreciate  the  dis- 
tinction. 

What,  then,  has  been  my  position  on  this 
great  question  up  to  the  present  time?  My  po- 
sition has  been  that  of  an  uncompromising  op- 
ponent of  the  Quebec  scheme,  yet  an  advocate 
of  Union.  While,  however,  my  hostility  to  the 
Quebec  resolutions  has  not  diminished  during 
the  last  eighteen  months  the  subject  has  been 
agitated,  1 am  not  prepared  to  assert  that  my 
attachment  to  the  principle  of  Union  during 
the  same  period,  has  not  increased.  Sir,  1 
frankly  admit  that  it  has  increased.  I am 
more  firmly  convinced  at  the  present  moment 
than  ever,  of  the  desirability  of  an  Union  of 
British  America.  There  are  many  reasons  to- 
day that  did  not  exist  two  years  ago.  why 
every  British  American  who  is  not  insensible 
to  the  logic  of  events,  should  desire  an  Union 
that  would  tend  to  consolidate  the  strength,  de- 
velope  the  resources,  protect  the  rights,  and 
and  promote  the  mutual  interests  of  these  pro- 
vinces. Sir,  the  Provinces  of  British  North 
America  are  in  no  ordinary  period  of  their  hisr 
tory — and  that  man  is  heedless  of  the  signs  of 
the"  times— is  heedless  of  events  that  are  daily 
and  hourly  transpiring  around  him,  who  exhi- 
bits indifference  to,  or  affects  to  disregard  dan- 
ger iD,  the  present  state  of  public  affairs  on  this 
continent.  I need  not  remind  hon.  gentlemen 
that  the  whole  aspect  of  things  around  us  have 
been  changed  within  one  short  year.  The 
neighboring  republic,  twelve  months  ago,  was 
in  the  throes  of  a death-struggle,  which  threat- 
ened its  disruption,  has  since  emerged  from  the 
ordeal,  claiming  the  reputation  of  one  of  the 
first  military  nations  of  the  world.  Her  military 
prestige  will  not  diminish  the  characteristic 
arrogp.nce  of  her  international  policy.  It  will 
certainly  not  lessen  her  disposition  to  ofien- 
siveness  in  her  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions, as  if  has  increased  her  necessities ; it  will 
not  lessen  her  desire  to  aggrandize  herself  at 
the  expense  of  her  neighbors.  We  have 
grounds  of  apprehension  in  this  respect  pecu- 
liar to  ourselves.  We  know  that  the  late  war 
in  America  has  created  a feeling  of  animosity 
for  some  fancied  grievances,  among  some 
classes  of  the  American  people  to  wards  Great 
Britain  and  these  colonies.  I need  not  specify 
these  assumed  grievances;  they  are  familiar 
to  every  one.  They  may  culminate  at  no  dis- 
tant day  in  a war  between  the  two  countries. 
They  have  already  culminated  in  a species  of 
commercial  warfare,  aimed  at  the  prosperity 
of  British  America.  Does  any  one  doubt  that 
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the  repeal  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  is  intended 
partly  as  a punishment  of  these  provinces  for 
their  sympathy  with  the  Southern  States  dur- 
ing the'late  struggle,  andpartly  as  an  annoyance 
to  Great  Britain  for  her  alleged  bad  faith  as  a 
neutral  power.  But  sir,  there  can  be  less 
doubt  that  it  is  chiefly  relied  on— I mean  the 
repeal  of  the  treaty,  as  a great  means  of 
fostering  annexation  sentiments  in  British 
North  America.  I shall  prove  this  as- 
sertion presently  beyond  the  possibility 
of  doubt.  Assuming  it  to  be  correct,  is  it  not 
our  duty  to  adopt  such  step3  as  may  frustrate 
any  such  design?  Now,  Sir,  I ask  what  step 
is  so  likely  to  conduce  to  the  result  we  have  in 
view,  as  an  union  under  one  Government, 
which  will  give  all  these  colonies  a common 
policy,  and  a common  platform  of  action? 
Isolation  in  relation  to  reciprocal  trade,  in  the 
present  cri-ns,  has  peculiar  dangers.  It  gives 
the  Washington  authorities  complete  com- 
mand of  the  whole  situation.  It  gives  them 
the  power  of  playing  us  off  against  each  other, of 
exciting  jealousies,  producing  dissensions,  and 
creating  interests  which  can  have  but  one  ten- 
dency. No  Government  under  the  sun  more 
thoroughly  understands  that  game  than  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  They  will 
play  it  to  our  ruin  and  their  own  advantage, 
if  we  leave  the  cards  in  their  hands  I do  not 
wish  to  go  further  in  connection  with  this 
view  of  the  subject,  but  it  has  had  a power- 
ful influence  on  my  mind.  It  affords  a most 
weighty  argument  in  favor  of  immediate 
union. 

I have  said  that  the  repeal  of  the  Recipro- 
city Treaty  is  intended  to  produce  annexa- 
tion tendencies  in  British  America.  I think  I 
can  adduce  evidence  on  this  point  so  conclu- 
sive as  to  amount  1 o a moral  demonstration. 
Allow  me,  in  the  first  place,  to  revert  to  the 
history  of  the  Commercial  Congress  held  last 
summer  in  Detroit,  representing  the  great 
mercantile  interests  of  the  U.  States  and  B. 
America.  Need  I remind  hon.  gentlemen  that 
on  that  occasion  an  important  functionary 
of  the  Washington  government — a gentleman 
occupying  the  high  position  of  American  Con- 
sul at  Montreal,  the  first  city  in  British  Ameri- 
ca, declared  that  he  attended  that  Congress  at 
the  request  of  his  government,  and  with  autho- 
rity to  express  their  views  and  wishes  with 
regard  to  reciprocal  trade.  He  earnestly  ad- 
vised the  abrogation  of  the  treaty,  and  openly 
and  insultingly  told  the  colonial  members  of 
the  Convention  that  the  object  of  this  policy 
was  to  produce  the  annexation  of  British 
America  to  the  Republic.  We  have,  then, the 
fact  that  Mr.  Potter  went  to  Detroit,  declaring 
himself  in  the  cofidence  of  his  government, 
and  the  exponent  of  their  views,  and  we  all 
know  that  his  utterances  have  never  been  dis- 
owned by  his  masters,  and  we  have  the  further 
most  important  fact  that  on  the  first  meeting 
of  Congress,  the  policy  that  gentleman  fore- 
shadowed as  that  of' the  Washington  govern- 
meet  was  carried  out.  If,  then,  Mr.  Potter  was 
correct  in  foreshadowing  the  policy  of  his 
government,  is  not  the  conclusion  irresistible 
that  he  was  equally  correct  as  to  the  wishes 
aud  motives  that  were  at  the  foundation  of 
that  policy?  These  significant  facts  cannot 
fail  to  make  a due  impression  on  the  mind  of 
every  man  who  desires  to  maintain  our  con- 
nection with  the  Empire ; and  they  strongly 


confirm  my  convictions  not  only  of  the  desira- 
bility but  of  the  necessity  of  Union. 

We  know  from  the  newspaper  press  of  the 
United  States  that  the  question  of  an  union 
of  British  America  has  attracted  considerable 
attention  in  that  country,  and  that  the  propo- 
sal is  generally  received  with  little  partiality. 
Those  journals  especially  noted  for  their  vio- 
lent antipathy  towards  everything  British  do 
not  conceal  their  hostility  to  the  measure,  and 
the  grounds  of  that  hostility.  We  find  that  those 
who  oppose  union  are  applauded  as  the  friends 
of  annexation,  while  those  who  advocate  it  re- 
ceive very  different  treatment.  Let  me  treat 
the  house  to  an  extract  from  a journal  marked 
for  the  vileness  and  virulence  of  its  abuse  of 
Great  Britain  and  these  colonies — the  N.  Y. 
Herald — as  indicative  of  the  hopes  entertained 
in  that  quarter  as  the  inevitable  result  of  a 
refusal  on  our  part  to  unite,  and  concentrate 
our  strength.  The  Herald,  of  the  10th  of  March 
last,  referri  ig  to  the  repeal  of  the  Reciprocity 
Treaty,  says:— 

“ Meantime,  the  Provincials  who  have  had  a taste 
of  the  blessings  of  free  trade  with  the  ‘ Yankees’  un-  , 
der  this  expiring  Reciprocity  Treaty,  are  called  upon 
to  consider  the  question  of  their  ‘ manifest  destiny’ 
in  the  proposition  from  Queen  Victoria  for  a North 
American  Confederation  under  the  vice-royalty  of  a 
member  of  her  family.  This  movement  contemplates 
a consolidation,  which  has  already  been  declined  by 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick;  but  it  is  not  thus 
to  be  abandoned.  An  agitation  will  be  apt  to 

FOLLOW,  WHICH  IN  DUE  TIME  WILL  GRAVITATE  TO 
THE  EAST,  NATURAL  AND  ADVANTAGEOUS  SOLUTION 
OP  ANNEXATION  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES.” 

Sir,  there  is  something  in  this  language  that 
should  arrest  the  attention  of  every  man  not 
blinded  by  party  or  other  unworthy  feelings. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  this  “ agitation”  with 
which  we  are  threatened?  Is  the  repeal  of  the 
Reciprocity  Treaty  merely  the  initiation  of  a 
systematic  design  to  undermine  our  allegiance 
and  annex  us?  Have  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  their  agents  in  this  country  for 
this  purpose,  as  insinuated  by  the  Herald  ? If 
they  have,  ic  will  not  long  remain  a secret,  for 
the  hour  of  action  is  at  hand,5|when  we  all  must 
be  judged  by  the  sympathies  we  avow,  and  the 
company  we  keep.  I am  aware  that  no  man 
would  dare  openly  advocate  annexation,  but 
if  there  be  any  among  us  who  desire  it,  they 
will  take  the  more  safe  and  insidious  means 
of  attaining  their  end  by  exciting  disaffection 
on  any  pretext  that  will  offer  itself.  The  lan- 
guage of  tbe  Herald  affords  reasonable  grounds 
for  watchfulness,  and  it  is  only  right  that  the 
country  should  be  on  its  guard. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  another  consideration  that 
has  its  just  weight  with  me.  The  Imperial 
Government  has  spoken  on  this  subject  in 
terms  not  to  he  mistaken,  and  firmly  and  per- 
sistently urges  on  the  people  of  British  Ame- 
rica the  necessity  for  Union.  I know  there  are 
persons  who  talk  very  flippantly  of  the  inter- 
ference of  Colonial  Secretaries  or  the  British 
Government,  in  our  affairs.  For  my  part,  sir, 
while  I would  as  readily  as  any  one  resist  im- 
proper interference  from  any  quarter  in  the 
public  affairs  of  this  Province,  I would  he  sor- 
ry to  deny  the  right  of  the  Queen’s  Govern- 
ment to  use  its  just  influence  and  authority  in 
all  matters  of  Imperial  concern.  Much  less 
would  I dream  of  anything  so  [absurd 
as  to  dispute  its  right  to  deal  with  any  measure 
affecting  the  integrity  of  the  Empire.  On  all 
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questions  of  this  character,  I,  for  one,  am 
ready  to  yield  the  most  respectful  deference  to 
this  high  authority.  The  desire  of  Her  Majes- 
ty’s Government  for  an  union  of  the  Colonies 
has  received  the  most  emphatic  expression 
that  could  be  given  to  it — it  has  been  declared 
in  three  consecutive  speeches  from  the  Throne. 
Now,  I ask  this  House,  is  there  a colorly  under 
the  crown  that  has  greater  reason  to  show 
deference  to  the  just  wishes  of  the  British 
Government  than  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia? 
Sir,  do  I require  to  point  to  the  evidences  of 
Imperial  solicitude  for  our  safety  and  welfare 
that  are  before  everybody’s  eyes?  Walk  out 
some  fine  morning  and  view  the  fortifications 
of  this  city,  and  get,  as  you  can  oniy  get,  an 
imperfect  estimate  of  the  immense  treasure 
Great  Britain  has  spent  for  the  protection  of 
this  people.  Visit  that  citadel,  under  whose 
shadow  even  now  our  slumbers  are  undis- 
turbed— visit  Point  Pleasant,  George’s  Island, 
and  a half  dozen  other  places  I could  name. 
Extend  your  wanderings  to  the  north  end  of 
of  this  city,  and  see  those  magnificent  struc- 
tures— the  Wellington  Barracks, — visit  the 
Ordnance  and  Dockyards — and  then  you  will 
have  only  a very  faint  idea  of  the  amount  of 
treasure  Great  Britain  has  lavished  upon  us. 
How  much  does  the  army,  supported  here  for 
our  protection,  spend  among  us?  In  a few 
short  weeks  the  harbor  of  Halifax  will  be  alive 
with  the  wooden  walls  of  England.  Her  brave 
tars  will  be  on  the  spot  to  protect  our  interests, 
and  leave  their  last  dollar  with  our  people. 
Should  these  things  be  forgotton  or  winked 
out  of  sight  at  the  present  time? 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  alone  in  this  way  Great 
Britain  has  shown  us  favor.  She  has  not  only 
done  every  thing  for  our  protection  and  secu- 
rity, but  she  has  given  us  the  entire  control  of 
our  local  affairs— Besponsible  Government, 
and  every  liberty  we  enjoy  having  been  got 
for  the  asking.  Therefore,  sir,  as  a Nova  Sco- 
tian, I am  ready  to  yield  that  deference  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Imperial  Government  they  have 
a right  to  expect.  Their  past  treatment  of  this 
province  is  a guarantee  that  they  desire  to  im- 
prove our  condition  by  union.  I have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  of  all  the  dependencies 
of  the  Crown,  Nova  Scotia  should  be  one  of 
the  most  disposed  to  yield  a deferential  ear  to 
Imperial  counsels. 

It  may  be  said,  sir,  that  my  practice  is  incon- 
sistent with  my  professions — that  for  the  last 
eighteen  months  I have  been  opposing  the  po- 
licy of  the  British  Government.  I deny  the 
imputation.  I have  never  opposed  that  policy 

-on  the  contrary,  I have  advocated  it.  I eon- 
rider  there  are  only  two  classes  in  the  Provin- 
ces who  are  in  antagonism  to  the  Imperial  po- 
licy:’those  who  are  opposed  to  all  union,  and 
those,  unwittingly  so,  yet  equally  hostile  to 
that  policy,  who  would  force  a scheme  of 
union  on  the  Maritime  Provinces,  which  its 
opponents  believe  to  be  unjust,  and  its  sup- 
porters know  to  be  obnoxious  to  the  great  bo- 
dy of  the  people.  Against  that  scheme  public 
opinion  has  unmistakeably  pronounced,  and  if 
forced  upon  us  the  result  will  be  the  opposite 
to  that  desired.  The  British  Government 
have  no  especial  partiality  for  the  Quebec 
scheme;  they  desire  an  equitable  union  of 
British  America,  and  instead  of  opposing,  I 
have  always  advocated  such  an  union. 

There  are  one  or  two  other  matters  to  which 


I shall  allude  before  turning  my  attention  to 
the  question  I intend  to  ask.  A few  days  ago 
this  House  went  through  all  the  solemn  forms 
of  a Conference  with  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  on  a subject,  the  importance  of 
which  is  admitted  by  every  one — I allude  to 
the  protection  of  our  Fisheries.  What,  was  the 
result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  both  Houses  on  that  occasion  ? — 
What  means  did  they  suggest  for  that  great 
service?  Their  report  has  been  placed  ou  our 
table,  and  what  does  it  advise?  An  humble 
petition  to  the  Queen’s  Government,  praying 
for  assistance.  In  our  necessities  we  rush  to 
the  Colonial  Office  for  aid  and  protection,  and 
yet  there  are  those  among  us  who  deny  any 
reciprocal  duty  on  our  "part— any  obligation 
even  to  listen  respectfully  to  the  wishes  of  Bri- 
tish Ministers.  We  know  that  although  we 
may  buy  a blockade  runner,  and  vote  a few 
thousand  dollars  for  the  service,  our  Fisheries 
can  have  no  adequate  protection  if  England 
refuses  usher  aid.  Now,  I ask,  is  it  reasonable 
to  expect -a  favorable  answer  to  our  petition  if 
we  refuse  to  comply,  at  such  an  important  pe- 
riod in  our  history,  with  the  request  of  Her 
Majesty’s  Government? 

Mr.  "Speaker,  there  is  another  subject  to 
which  I must  refer,  because  its  bearing  on  the 
question  of  Colonial  Union  is  too  palpable  to 
escape  the  commonest  observation.  Every  one 
will  admit  that  the  clouds  impending  over  our 
political  horizon  at  the  present  time  may  justly 
excite  the  most  serious  apprehensions.  An 
organization,  at  first  regarded  with  contempt, 
has  been  called  into  existence  on  this  continent 
which  has  lately  assumed  very  formidable  di- 
mensions— I mean  the  Fenian  Brotherhood. 
A part  of  the  avowed  policy  of  this  organiza- 
tion is  the  severance  of  the  connection 
between  these  Colonies  and  Great  Britain. 
The  termination  of  the  civil  war  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  thrown  loose  on  that  country 
nearly  half  a million  nf  daring  and  reckless 
men,  with  a taste  for  the  license  and  excite- 
ment of  military  life,  and  a disrelish  of  the 
pursuits  of  peace."  These  men,  from  whom 
the  Fenian  recruits  are  chiefly  drawn,  are  rea- 
dy to  embark  in  the  most  lawless  and  hazard- 
ous enterprises.  The  organization  extends 
throughout  the  Northern  and  Western  States, 
and  boa3ts  of  having  at  its  command  any  num- 
ber of  men  and  any  amount  of  money  for  ope- 
rations against  the  British  Empire,  which  it 
seeks  to  dismember.  It  is  not  concealed  that 
the  vulnerable  point  through  which  this  object 
to  be  attained  is  British  America.  Now,  sir, 
perhaps  this  House  will  be  astonished  to  learn 
that  in  the  published  platform  of  the  Fenian 
organization,  it  is  laid  down  as  a lead- 
ing object  and  duty  of  that  body  to 
prevent  the  consolidation  of  British  power 
on  this  continent  by  the  proposed  union  of  these 
Provinces  under  one  government.  This  fact  has 
only  com9  to  my  knowledge  within  a few  weeks. 
I repeat,  sir,  it  is  laid  down  in  the  platform  of  the 
Fenian  body  as  the  paramount  duty  of  every  Fenian 
either  in  the  United  States  or  the  British  Provinces, 
to  oppose  and  frustrate  any  union  among  us.  There- 
fore, i say  that  the  man  who  now  opposes  union— I 
don’t  mean  the  Quebec  scheme— but  who  sets  his  face 
against  all  union  actually  endorses  the  leading  prin- 
ciple of  Fenianism ! I do  not  believe  there  are  a dozen 
men  in  Nova,  Scotia  who  would  knowingly  occupy 
this  position,  and  I feel  confident  that  when  this  fact 
is  understood  it  will  do  much  to  popularize  the  Union 
sentiment  in  this  Province,  whose  loyalty  is  prover- 
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bial.  If  there  is  a single  argument  that  will  more 
than  another  touch  the  hearts  of  our  loyal  popula- 
tion, it  is  that  the  enemies  of  British  power 
everywhere  are  hostile  to  this  movement,  and  the 
fact  should  cause  many  of  us  to  hesitate  and  enquire 
what  is  our  true  position  ? If  we  have  any  regard 
for  our  present  happy  condition,  or  any  desire  to  con- 
tinue our  connection  with  Great  Bl-itain,  it  behooves 
us  to  set  our  house  in  order,  and  to  see  that  wejjjare 
not,  in  more  way.?  than  one,  in  the  words  of  the  New 
York  Herald  “gravitating  towards  annexation.” 
No  one  can  doubt  the  patriotism  of  the  people  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  if  a hostile  raid  were  made  upon 
any  portion  of  our  country,  the  invaders  would  meet 
with  a reception  they  would  not  soon  forget.  But  who 
does  not  know  that  the  favor  and  protection  of  Great 
Britain  would  be  to  us  a source  of  greater  security 
than  maintainingga  standing  army  of  100,000  men  ? — 
With  the  power  of  the  greatest  Empire  under  the  sun 
at  our  backs,  we  could  present  a fearless  front  to  all  the 
world.  If  it  were  desirable  for  no  other  cause  that 
these  Provinces  should  be  consolidated— than  that  we 
would  thereby  disappoint  the  enemies  of  our  country, 
it  should  be  a strong  inducement  to  union.  But  when 
in  a ddition  to  this  fact  by  that  step  we  would  secure 
the  protection  ot  the  mother  country — when  she  only 
asks  from  us  an  act  of  just  filial  obedience  to  induce 
her  to  stretch  torth  her  powerful  arm  to  guard  our 
property  and  rights— this  ought  certainly  to  be  suffi- 
cient. I say,  therefore,  in  view  of  these  facts— in 
view  of  the  dangers  which  have  developed  themselves 
within  the  last  few  months,  if  we  can  obtain  an  equi- 
table union,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  who  desires 
to  uphold  British  connexion— who  is  opposed  to  an- 
nexation— who  has  no  sympathy  with  Fenians,  and 
who  does  not  wish  to  be  consigned  to  the  tender  mer- 
cies of  the  lawless  gang,  to  promote  such  an  union  of 
those  provinces. 

Now  sir,  holding  the  opinions  I do  in  referen  e to 
this  great  question— advocating  the  principle  of 
Union  and  opposing  the  Quebec  Resolutions,  1 have 
been  asked  by  the  press  of  this  country,  and  I admit 
not  unfairly  asked,  to  define  my  position.  I have 
beep  asked  to  justify  my  conduct  in  opposing  a 
scheme  embodying  a principle  to  which  I amcommi  - 
ted,  without  offering  any  other  means  of  attaining 
the  end  I profess  to  have  in  view.  Well,  sir,  I am 
here  to-day  to  define  my  position,  and  to  answer  the 
other  objections  urged  against  me.  I am  also  here  to 
make  an  important  enquiry  of  the  Government.  As 
to  my  position,  I am  in  favor  of  an  Union— a Federal 
Union  of  these  Provinces.  I b elieve  such  a Union 
best  suited  to  the  exigencies  of  our  situation.  If  a 
Legislative  Union  were  practicable  I would  prefer 
adopting  the  Federal  principle  in  forming  an  union 
of  British  America.  Among  the  admirable  speeches 
delivered  some  years  ago,  in  this  House,  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  of  the  present  Chief  Justice,  in  which  that 
able  lawyer  and  shrewd  politician  contended  that  a 
Federal  Union  was  best  suited  to  our  circumstances, 
appeared  to  me  the  mo3t  statesmanlike  and  sound. 
Accepting,  then,  as  I do,  the  principle  of  a Federal 
Union,  1 desire  to  ask  the  Government  if  there  is  no 
common  ground  on  which  the  supporters  of  the 
Quebec  scheme— abandoning  that  scheme— can  meet 
the  friends  of  an  Union  on  more  advantageous  terms, 
and  arrange  the  details  of  a measure  that  will  be  just 
and  satisfactory  to  the  people?  I think  there  is  a 
common  ground,— a ground  on  which  I am  willing 
to  take  my  stand  regardless  of  who  follows  me 
If  the  Government  will  publicly  abandon  the 
Quebec  scheme,  and  introduce  a resolution  in  favor 
of  a Federal  Union  of  British  America— leaving  the  de 
tails  of  the  measure  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  Imperial 
Government,  properly  advised  by  delegates  from  all 
the  Provinces,  I pro  mi  e them  my  cordial  support. 
This  would  be  commencing  rightly.  By  getting  the 
endorsement  of  the  -Legislature,  in  the  outset,  of  the 
principle  of  Union,  and  its  authority  to  enter  on  the 
settlement  of  the  details  of  a scheme,  the  friends  of 
the  measure  would  occupy  a very  different  position 
from  that  occupied  by  the  delegates  to  the  Quebec  Con- 
ference, who  went  to  Canada,  in  1864,  without  any 
authority  irom  Parliament.  No  email  amount  of  op- 
position was  at  that  time  excited  against  confedera- 
tion from  this  cause.  It  had  much  weight  with  myself 


and  many  others,  who  looked  upon  the  action  of  the 
delegates  as  an  improper  usurpation  of  power.  An- 
other conference  on  this  side  of  the  water  has  been 
suggested  in  certain  quarters,  but  if  we  really  desire 
a practical  result,  it  cannot  be  entertained.  To  re- 
open negociations  here  at  the  present  time  would  be 
only  to  retard  Union  for  some  years  to  come.  Be- 
sides I believe  the  most  certain  means  of  obtaining 
justice  for  the  Maritime  Provinces,  would  be  to  leave 
the  settlement  of  details  to  the  Imperial  Government. 
I ask  is  there  a tribunal  in  the  world  to  which  Nova 
Scotia  might  more  confidently  appeal  for  justice  than 
to  that  august  and  impartial  body  ? Its  integrity— 
its  wisdom— its  intelligence  are  beyond  dispute.  I 
say  that  if  there  be  a tribunal,  where  might  will  not 
prevail  against  right,  it  is  the  one  I indicate.  If  we 
can  get  justice  any  where  we  will  get  it  from  that 
tribunal,  and  I ask  does  any  Nova  Scotian  desire 
more  than  justice?  This  subject  has  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  public  men  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  well 
known  in  that  country  that  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  union  are  principally  with  the  Maritime 
Provinces,  and  if  we  throw  ourselves  confidingly  on 
the  justice  of  the  British  Government,  I believe  we 
will  receive  even  a partial  arbitration  of  our  rights.  1 
know  of  no  means  by  which  we  can  more  effectually 
conciliate  the  affections  and  secure  the  favorable  consi- 
deration of  the  Queen’s  Government  than  by  thus 
proving  our  confidence  in  its  justice,  and  our  anxiety 
to  meet  its  wishes.  I therefore  ask  the  leader  of  the 
Government,  and  through  him  the  advocates  of  the 
Quebec  scheme,  whether  they  are  so  wedded  to  that 
scheme  as  to  be  unable  to  entertain  the  proposition 
I,  as  a friend  of  Colonial  Union,  now  frankly  make? 

I will  not  deny  that  the  extraordinary  reaction  that 
has  taken  place  in  New  Brunswick  in  regard  to  Union, 
and  the  admitted  partiality  of  a large  majority  of  the 
people  of  Nova  Scotia  for  the  abstract  principle,  cou- 
pled with  the  firm  but  constitutional  pressure  of  the 
Imperial  authorities,  afford  grounds  to  apprehend 
that  before  very  long  even  vhe  Quebec  Resolutions 
may  he  carried  in  the  Maritime  Provinces.  The  ob- 
ject of  my  present  movement  is— and  I fearlessly  avow 
it— to  defeat  the  Quebec  scheme  Before  it  is  too  late 
—before  we  are  borne  down  by  the  powerful  influen- 
ces against  which  we  are  now  contending— while  yet 
we  have  a formidable  army  in  the  field— while  our 
opponents  respect  our  strength  and  hesitate  at  an  en- 
gagement—is  it  not  wise  to  seek  the,  most  advantage- 
ous terms  of  compromise?  Men  of  extreme  view  s — 
men  who  desire  to  make  this  great  subject  a stalking 
horse  on  which  to  ride  into  office— in  short, individuals 
“ with  other  ends  to  serve,”  may  condemn  the  course 
I have  taken,  but  no  one  values  the  censure  or  appro- 
val of  such  men.  I shall  lose  nothing  in  severing  my 
connection  with  them,  while  I feel  my  conduct  will 
be  generally  sustained  by  the  intelligen  t portion  of 
my  countrymen.  But  I do  confess  that  this  step  may 
sever  me  politically  and  personally  from  a few  gentle- 
men, sincere  in  their  opposition  to  all  union— whom 
I respect,  and  whose  friendship  I value.  I shall  re- 
gret it,  but  must  frankly  say,  I desire  to  maintain  no 
connexion,  I am  prepared  to  throw  away  any  friend- 
ship, that  can  only  be  preserved  at  the  sacrifice  of 
my  convictions.  If  I have  been  marked  for  anything 
while  I have  been  in  this  A ssembly,  it  has  been  for 
independence  of  action,  and  fearlessness  in  the  ex- 
pression of  my  thoughts.  I have  never  acknowledged 
allegiance  to  any  leader  or  party  in  this  House.  I 
have  never  attended  a party  caucus  in  ray  life. 
Among  the  gentlemen  I address,  no  one  within  the 
past  two  years  has  come  more  frequently  into  keen 
collision  here  and  elsewhere  with  the  occupants  of 
the  Treasury  Benches  than  myself.  I am  certainly 
indebted  to  these  gentlemen  for  no  favours,  and  1 can 
point  to  more  than  one  act  of  personal  and  political 
injustice  received  at  their  hands.  But,  sir,  I would 
be  unworthy  of  my  position  in  this  Legislature,  if  I 
could  allow  considerations  of  this  nature  on  one  side 
or  the  other  to  controul  my  action  in  the  presence  of 
a question  of  the  highest  magnitude.  I will  not  deny 
that  I have  some  ambition  as  a public  man,  but  my 
highest  ambition  wiil  be  gratified,  if  I can  contribute 
an  humble  stone  to  the  edifice  of  Colonial  Union. 
Before,  however,  I can  yield  any  assistance  to  the 
builders,  the  model  of  the  proposed  structure  mu^ 
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be  altered,  and  the  whole  design  undergo  the  revi- 
sion of  an  architect  in  whom  I have  confidence. 

Sir,  the  hostility  1 have  all  along  evinced  to  the 
Quebec  scheme  of  Confederation  has  frequently  been 
attributed  to  a desire  to  deteat  the  goveinment,  and 
thus  promote  my  own  political  prospects.  I trust 
that  the  course  I have  this  day  taken  will  be  a suffi- 
dient  answer  to  this  charge.  If  such  were  my  desire 
my  end  would  be  most  certainly  attained,  in  the  pre- 
sent wide-spread  hostility  to  that  scheme,  by  main- 
taining the  position  I have  occupied  for  the  last 
eighteen  months,  without  committing  myself  to  any 
proposal  for  the  solution  of  our  difficulties.  But  as 
an  avowed  Unionist,  such  a course  would  be  inde- 
fensible, and  I am  not  willing  to  pursue  any  course 
I cannot  defend.  Nor  do  I seek  any  temporary  tri- 
umph over  my  pelitical  opponents  at  the  expense  of 
the  highest  interests  of  my  country.  If  the  govern- 
ment are  animated  by  sentiments  of  moderation, 
justice  andijsound  policy,  they  shall  have  my  humble 
aid  in  the  great  work  in  which  they  are  engiged.  I 
hope  we  may  find  a common  ground  of  co-operation 
in  our  efforts  to  improve  our  present  condi  ion  of  iso- 
lation and  obscurity,  and  elevate  Nova  Scotia  to  the 
position  y ature  intended  her  to  occupy.  But,  sir,  do 
not  let  me  be  supposed  to  underrate  the  present  posi- 
tion of  this  Province.  Far  from  it.  Even  as  she  is, 
I am  proud  of  my  country,  and  grateful  for  the  happy 
homes  she  allords  her  sons.  Yec  proud,  sir,  as  I am 
of  the  little  sea-girt  province  I call  my  native  land; 
proud  as  I am  of  her  free  institutions— her  moral 
status — her  material  wealth ; proud  as  I am  of  the 
name  of  Nova  Scotian— a name  which  the  genius  and 
valour  of  my  countrymen  have  inscribed  high  on  the 
scroll  of  fame;  proud,  I say  as  1 am,  and  may  well  be 
permitted  to  he  of  these  things,  I have  never  ceased 
to  entertain  the  hope,  expressed  in  this  legislature 
in  1864,  that  the  day  was  not  far  distant,  when  you, 
sir,  and  I,  ana  those  who  listen  to  me— in  common 
with  the  inhabitants  of  these  noble  Provinces,  unit- 
ed under  one  government,  might  stand  before  the 
world  in  the  prouder  national  character  of  British 
Americans. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  replied:— 
I have  listened  with,  much  gratification  to  the 
address  which  has  just  been  delivered  to  this 
House  by  the  hon.  member  for  Richmond,  and 
I confess  that  I am  notsurprised  that,  distaste- 
ful as  the  Quebec  scheme  of  Union  has  been 
to  many  persons  in  this  country,  in  the 
existing  condition  of  public  affairs  in  British 
North  America,  the  attention  of  the  strongest 
opponents  of  that  scheme  should  he  directed  to 
the  great  question  of  what  solution  may  be 
found  for  the  difficulties  of  the  position  in  which 
we  a/re  placed.  Having  taken  a part  in  matur- 
ing that  great  measure— having,  on  former 
occasions,  felt  it  my  duty  to  vindicate  the 
scheme  that  was  propounded  for  the  consider- 
ation of  British  North  America,  I cannot  he 
supposed  to  enter  into  the  feelings  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Richmond  in  his  denunciation  of 
that  scheme.  I believed  then,  and  I believe 
now,  that  the  plan  of  Intercolonial  Union  that 
was  propounded  by  the  Conference  at  Quebec 
and  which  has  obtained  so  marked  a degree  of 
favour  and  approval  from  Her  Majesty’s  Go- 
vernment, did  afford  the  people  of  British 
North  America  the  most  ample  guarantee  for 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  all  sections.  But  I 
am  not  insensible  to  the  fact  that  many  objec- 
tions have  been  raised  against  that  scheme,  and 
that  many  gentlemen  who  have  taken  a most 
prominent  part  in  opposing  various  features  of 
the  measure,  have  in  the  Press,  as  the  hon. 
member  has  in  his  place  in  Parliament,  declar- 
ed themselyes  in  favour  of  a Union  of  British 
North  America,  that  would  be  acceptable  to 
the  people  of  this  county.  I am  not,  stand- 
ing in  the  peculiar  position  I do,  able,  how- 


ever, to  give  a direct  and  unequivocal  state- 
ment of  the  views  of  the  government  or  j 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Quebec  scheme.  The 
House  is  well  aware  thsit  this  question  has 
from  the  first  been  submitted  to  the  people  as 
one  in  which  the  government  divided  the 
responsibility  with  gentlemen  who  were 
politically  opposed  to  them.  Occupying  this 
position  the  government  would  have  been  not 
only  wanting  in  courtesy  to  the  gentlemen  who 
had  supported  them,  hut  would  have  failed  in 
their  duty  in  respect  to  a great  public  question, 
if  they  had  ever  treated  it  in  a party  aspect. — 

In  dealing  with  tms  question  the  government 
have  always  consulted  the  wishes  and  inclina- 
tions, and  carried  with  them,  the  co-operation 
of  the  gentlemen  who  are  politically  opposed 
to  them.  Under  these  circumstances  it  would 
be  impossible  for  me  to  state  the  views  of  the 
government,  except  on  consultation  with  those 
who  have  acted  with  us,  and  are  parties  to  the 
scheme  of  Union.  But  as  far  as  I may 
state  without  consultation,  I believe  that 
all  the  gentlemen  who  have  been 
engaged  in  maturing  the  Quebec  scheme 
have  had  no  other  desire  than  to  meet 
the  wishes  and  consult  the  best  interests  of 
their  countrymen.  They  have  always  looked 
upon  this  question  as  too  solemn  in  its  charac- 
ter to  allow  it  for  a single  moment  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  any  considerations  except  the  wel- 
fare of  the  country.  I am  ndt  at  all  surprised 
at  the  statements  made  by  the  hon.  member.— 
The  last  twelve  months  have  been  pregnant 
with  circumstances  that  must  give  an  impor- 
tance and  an  urgency  to  this  question  of  Colo- 
nial Union  such  as  it  has  never  obtained  be- 
fore. Iu  view  of  the  altered  condition  of  things 
I am  not  at  all  surprised  that  the  most  strenu- 
ous opponents  of  the  Quebec  scheme  are  ready 
to  co-operate  on  some  common  ground  on 
which  they  and  the  promoters  of  that  scheme 
will  be  prepared,  at  any  sacrifice  that  they  can 
make  consistently  with  the  great  objects  to  be 
obtained,  to  deal  with  this  question  with  the 
gravity  that  its  importance  demands,  and  ar- 
rive at  a consummation  that  will  be  accepta- 
ble to  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Ann  and— After  the  very  remarkable 
address  delivered  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Richmond,  I think  it  right  at  once  to  declare 
openly  that  the  question  asked  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  taken  this  side  of  the  House  byt  sur- 
prise. When  he  comes  to  us  and  propounds  a 
delegation  to  the  Colonial  office— invites  the 
interposition  of  the  Colonial  Government  to 
settle  a question  involving  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  this  people — asks  the  Home  Government 
to  arrange  the  question  without  reference  to  the 
people,  I look  at  this  hon.  member  with  sur- 
prise, and  recall  the  sentiments  that  he  uttered 
on  former  occasions.  I feel  strongly  on  this 
subject.  It  is  an  attempt  to  barter  away,  to 
sell  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people.  I do 
not  know  the  influences  that  are  at  work,  but 
I can  imagine  them.  I never  expected  to  live 
to  see  the  time  when,  on  the  floors  of  this  Par- 
liament, a gentleman  could  arise  and  ask  that 
our  condition  should  be  decided— where?  not 
in  your  own  Parliament,  but  by  gentlemen 
sent  across  the  water  with  carte  blanche  to  set- 
tle the  whole  matter.  The  hon.  member  says 
he  is  in  favor  of  the  abstract  principle  of 
Union.  I may  or  may  not  be  in  favor  of  it,  but 
I cannot  he  a party  to  send  the  question  for  a 
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final  decision  to  the  Colonial  office.  We  know 
that  the  Canadian  element  is  predominant 
there,  and  these  Maritime  Provinces,  however 
largely  represented,  would  have  little  influ- 
ence. The  scheme  that  would  come  back  would 
be  substantially  that  of  Quebec.  I could  have 
understood  the  hon.  member  had  he  proposed 
—and  the  proposal  may  be  in  harmony  with 
my  own  views — a Convention  of  all  the  Pro- 
vinces, called  with  the  sanction  of  the  Crown, 
in  British  North  America.  Such  a Convention 
would  consider  the  whole  question,  and  come 
to  an  agreement,  which  could  then  be  submitted 
to  the  people.  If  he  had  proposed*  some  such 
scheme  as  that,  I could  have  understood  the 
hon.  member;  but  to  take -the  whole  question 
from  this  House  is  what  can  never  be  agreed 
to  by  the  people.  I do  not  misinterpret  the 
feeling  of  this  country  when  I say  that  there  is 
a universal  feeling  against  any  union  with 
Canada.  I do  not  sp#  that,  this  feeling  is  wise, 
— there  may  be  a good  deal  of  prejudice  mixed 
up  with  it;  but  to  follow  the  course  proposed 
would  be  to  destroy  all  hopes  of  unity.  I am 
surprised  at  the  motion  of  the  hon.  member, 
but  I apprehend  the  result.  Tiie  Government 
are  only  too  glad  to  see  a way  of  getting  out 
of  their  present  difficulties.  However,  I know 
if  there  is  a lack  of  patriotism  and  intelligence 
in  this  House,  it  is  not  the  case  elsewhere. 
Feeling  that,  I do  not  hesitate  to  say  this : A 
Union  of  these  Provinces,  consummated  in  this 
way,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  people,  will 
not  be  worth  the  paper  upon  which  it  is  re- 
corded. 

Mr.  ^Jacdonnell,  said,— I would  not,  Mr. 
Speaker,  undertake  the  task  of  addressing  the 
House  upon  this  occasion  and  without  more 
preparation  upon  so  important  a subject,  were 
it  not  for  the  sentiments  which  have  just  fallen 
from  the  Hou.  Prov.  Secretary.  Neither  do 
I do  so  without  a full  conviction  of  the  respon- 
sibility I assume  in  the  course  I intend  to  pur- 
sue. I felt  happy,  Sir,  to  observe  the  position 
taken  by  the  hon.  leader  of  the  Government, 
and  I trust  that  this  position  will  be  approved 
of  and  endorsed  by  hi3  hon.  colleagues,  and  by 
those  associated  with  him  at  the  Quebec  con- 
ference. The  hon.  gentleman  has  at  length 
shown  a;  disposition  to  < abandon  that  pet 
scheme  of  Union,  which, ‘for  such  a length  of 
time  he  and  his  fritnds  appeared  determined 
to  fasten  upon  the  people, — a scheme,  in  my 
opinion,  as  obnoxious  and  distasteful  to  the 
country,  as  it  would  prove  injurious  to  its  best 
interests.  I rejoice  to  find  the  spirit  in  which 
the  enquiry  of  the  hon.  member  for  Richmond 
has  been  met,  and  I feel  I would  be  wanting 
in  the  performance  of  duty,  if  I did  not  avail 
myself  of  this,  the  first  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing my  satisfaction. 

The  question  before  us,  I need  not  say,  is  one 
which  demands  mature  and  deliberate 
consideration,  and  should  not  be  deter- 
mined in  a day;  but  it  is  now  before  this 
house  for  the  second  time,  and  since  it 
was  first  brought  under  our  considera- 
tion it  has  engaged  the  attention  of  our 
press,  wherein  it  has  been  canvassed  in  all 
its  features.  It  has  been  debated  at  length 
in  this  Legislature  and  on  the  public  platform. 
And  it  ha3  brought  our  ablest  and  leading 
minds  into  desirable  contact  in  its  discussion. 
Taking  the  results  of  its  agitation  in  these  dif- 
ferent arenas  together,  with  a glance  at  the 


events  which  have  transpired  within  the  last 
year,  and  which  are  daily  being  enacted  under 
our  view,  there  is  but  one  conclusion  that  can 
be  arrived  at  by  every  honest  man — by  the  ad- 
mirer of  British  institutions,  and  that  is,  that 
Union  toe  must  have.  This  is  a fact  which  is 
admitted  almost  on  every  hand — by  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  Quebec  scheme  as  well  as  its  sup- 
porters. I was  indeed  surprised  when  I saw 
the  conrse  taken  by  the  hon.  member  for  East 
Halifax,  who  has  just  set  down.  When  I saw 
that  hon.  gentleman  rise  to  address  the  house, 
I expected  it  was  to  approve  of  the  proposition 
made  by  the  hon.  member  for  Richmond,  and 
which  was.  so  satisfactorily  met  by  the  leader 
of  the  Government. 

How  could  I expect  differently,  when  I read 
the  paper  which  I hold  in  my  haud?  Can  that 
hon.  gentleman  pretend  to  deceive  this  House 
as  to  his  own  opinion  on  the  subject?  How 
dare  he  say  that  he  “ will  not  inform  the  House 
whether  he  is  for  Union  in  the  abstract  or  not? 
He  must  first  deny  his  connection  .with  one  of 
the  leading  organs  of  opposition  to  the  Quebec 
scheme,  before  he  can  ask  this  house  to  enter- 
tain a doubt  as  to  his  real  position.  Let  me 
read  an  extract  from  the  editorial  column  of 
the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  24th  of  January 
last,  of  which  that  gentleman  is  Editor: 

“ And  what  then?  Are  we  indifferent  to  the  fu- 
ture of  British  America  ? Have  we  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  nothing  should  be  done?— that  we 
can  remain  forever  in  our  present  condition  ? On  the 
contrary,  while  we  claim  that  these  Colonies— at  all 
events  the  Maritime  Provinces— never  can  be  bet- 
tered by  any  change  in  their  political  situation,  we 
feel  that  they  cannot,  in  the  very  nature  of  things, 
always  continue  as  they  are.  They  may,  it  is  true, 
go  on  for  years  and  enjoy  their  present  prosperity,  but 
after  all  the  time  must  come  when  they  will  be  required 
to  form  new  relations,  wheth  r with  each  other  and 
the  mother  country  will  largely  depend  upon  the  ex- 
ercise of  great  tact,  wisdom,  and  forethought  on  the 
part  both  of  British  and  Colonial  statesmen.” 

“ But  it  is  because  we  feel  that  we  must  sooner  or 
later  make  our  choice  between  the  mother  country 
and  the  United  States,  that  wa  desire  to  see  this 
question  of  Colonial  Union,  now  that  it  is  ire6h  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  set  at  rest.” 

This  journal  then,  sir,  the  leading  one  of  this 
Province  in  opposition  to  the  Quebec  scheme 
— the  organ  of  the  hon  leader  of  anti-Confede- 
ration  in  this  country — is,  as  you  see,  not  only 
a strong  advocate  of  union,  but  urges  that  the 
question  be  immediately,  while  fresh  on  the 
minds  of  the  people,  set  at  rest,  and  recom- 
mends the  means  for  doing  so.  If,  then,  these 
are  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  the  great 
leader  of  anti-Confederation,  are  we  not  to  as- 
sume, that  his  followers  entertain  the 
same  opinion,  but  like  their  leader,  have  an 
object  yes,  too  apparent  an  object  in  offering 
a factious  opposition.  The  union  of  these 
Provinces  is  desired  because  it  is  a necessity. 
Considering  the  present  happy,  peaceful  and 
prosperous  state  of  this  Province  I should  feel 
happy  indeed  did  this  necessity  not  exist;  but 
while  circumstances  do  exist  which  to  every 
sensible  man  leaves  no  room  to  deny  this  ne- 
cessity, we  in  the  position  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  holding  the  destiuy  of  our 
common  country  in  our  hands,  are  bound  by 
the  highest  duty  we  owe  to  the  people  of  this 
Province  to  set  this  question  at  rest  immedi- 
ately, to  use  the  words  of  the  great  leader  of 
the  anti-Confederate  party.  These  circum- 
stances are  to  well  known  to  every  gentleman 
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in  this  house,  and  many  of  them  have  been  too 
eloquently  descanted  upon  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Richmond  to  require  that  I 
should  refer  to  them  at  length. 

Whatever  my  opinions  on  this  great  subject 
were  a year  ago,  occurrences  transpiring  in 
the  interim,  and  events  which  mark  the  pres- 
ent as  a time  for  action  rather  than  words  to  be 
our  duty,  leave  no  room  for  doubt  in  my  mind 
as  to  what  this  House  owe  to  the  country. — The 
repeal  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  is  no  longer  a 
matter  of  doubt,  as  it  was  when  we  last  sat  here. 
The  cause  of  its  repeal  is  ominous  of  a state 
of  things  and  of  a feeling  which  should  make 
us  active  for  Union.  It  was  not  for  advantage 
to  themselves,  because  there  was  none,  that 
the  United  States  determined  this  treaty;  but, 
as  is  well  known,  to  evince  the  hostility  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try entertain  toward  us  as  British  subjects, 
and  to  injure  and  embarrass  us  in  t.h8  chan- 
nels of  our  trade.  The  position  of  thess  Pro- 
vinces could  not  but  be  regarded  as  humiliat- 
ing, when  obliged  to  send  delegates,  in  detach- 
ed parties  to  Washington,  to  beseech  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  treaty.  Severed,  we  are  obli- 
ged to  apply  to  foreign  and  hostile  countries 
for  leave  to  trade  and  interchange  articles  of 
commerce  with  them,  while  if  united  as  propo- 
sed, we  could  cultivate  and  have  within  our- 
selves all  these  resources.  Since  we  last  met 
here,  the  British  Government  have  declared  > 
and  given  most  unequivocally  to  us  their  policy 
and  advice  on  this  subject.  In  the  despatch 
from  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  the  24th  June 
last,  we  find  the  following  expression  of  that 
policy : 

“ You  will  at  the  same  time  express  the  strong  and 
deliberate  opinion  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government  that 
is  is  an  object  much  to  be  desired  that  all  the  British 
North  American  Colonies  should  agree  to  unite  in 
one  Government.  In  the  territorial  extent  of  Cana- 
da, and  in  the  maritime  and  commercial  enterprise  of 
the  Bower  Provinces,  Her  Majesty’s  Government  see 
the  elements  of  power,  which  only  require  to  be  com- 
bined in  order  to  secure  for  these  Provinces,  which 
shall  possess  them  all,  a place  among  the  most  consi- 
derable communities  of  the  world.  In  the  spirit  of 
loyalty  to  the  British  Crown,  of  attachment  to  Brit- 
ish connection,  and  of  love  for  Br.tish  institutions,  by 
which  all  these  Provinces  are  animated  alike,  Her 
Majesty’s  Gov  rnmeat  recognize  the  bond  by  which 
all  may  be  combined  under  one  Government.  Such 
an  union  seems  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government  to  com- 
mend itself  to  the  Provinces  on  many  grounds  of 
moral  and  material  advantages,— as  giving  a pros- 
pect of  improved  administration  and  increased  pros- 
perity.” 

Again  in  a despatch  from  Mr.  Cardwell  of 
26th  Sep.,  1855,  relating  to  the  appointment  of 
our  present  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  in  the 
appointment  of  this  distinguished  officer  we 
observe  in  the  choice  made,  which  affords  all 
Nova  Scotians  connected  with  that  appoint- 
ment just  pride,  and  in  other  circum- 
stances the  desire  of  the  Home  Government 
for  this  Union,  spoken  in  a most  significant 
manner.  In  this  despatch  I find  the  following: 

But  as  he,  (Sir  R.JMacDonnell,)  has  been  appointed 
to  Hong  Kong,  expressly  on  the  ground  that  the  de- 
clared policy  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government  wiil,  if 
successful,  lead  to  the  abolition  ol  the  office  of  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  it  would  be  evi- 
dently inconsistent  with  that  policy  to  appoint  in  his 
place  another  Lieutenant  Governor  in  the  ordinary 
way. 

M ere  we  have  the  policy  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment plainly  declared.  There  may  be  gen- 


tlemen in  this  bouse,  desirous  of  frustrating 
that  policy,  but  I will  not  be  found  among 
them.  I consider  it  our  bounder:  duty  to  aqui- 
esce  in  the  wishes  of  those  to  whom  we  look 
for  protection,  who,  during  the  past  year,  has 
expended  in  our  defence  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeded by  our  entire  revenue.  The  Quebec 
scheme  being  ?o  a certain  extent  abandoned, 
the  only  question  remaining  is,  to  what  tri- 
bunal can  we  appeal  for  a settlement  of  the 
terms  of  Union?  I think  that  the  proposal 
made  by  the  hon.  member  for  Richmond  to 
refer  the  question  to  the  arbitrament  of  the 
Colonial  office  or  of  some  other  tribunal  in  the 
mother  country  would  afford  us  a guarantee 
of  our  rights,  and  this  proposition  emanating 
from  us  must  entitle  us  to  peculiar  consider- 
ation by  any  such  tribunal.  I did  not  rise  to 
address  the  house  at  any  length,  but  I desired 
to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  expressing 
these  views. 

I trust,  gentlemen  will  not  hesitate  to  admit  it 
if  they  experience  a change  of  opinion  on  this 
great  question.  Besides  the  events  which  have 
occurred  within  the  last  twelve-month,  the 
question  being  of  itself  of  such  magnitude,  and 
contemplating  changes  so  great  in  our  situation 
and  constitution,  is  one  which  would  naturally 
be  looked  upon  with  caution  at  first,  and  it  is 
not  inconsistent  that  these  gentlemen  should, 
after  due  examination,  if  it  be  found  to  alter 
their  views  act  on  this  convictions,  in  this 
connection,  I may  read  the  following  from  Mr. 
Cardwell’s  despatch,  already  referred  to: 

“ I am  aware  that  this  project,  so  novel  as  well  as 
so  important,  has  not  been  at  once  accepted  in  Nova 
Scotia  with  that  cordiality  which  has  marked  its  ac- 
ceptance by  the  Legislature  of  Canada;  but  Her  Ma- 
jesty’s Government  trust,  that  after  a full  and  care- 
lul  examination  of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  the 
Maritime  Provinces  will  perceive  the  great  advanta- 
ges which,  in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, the  proposed  union  is  calculated  to  confer  up- 
on them  all  ” 

I feel  it  to  my  duty  to  suppo;  *• ~ T^'U: " r. 
for  such  a union  of  these  Provinces  as  will  he 
found  to  he  based  on  principles  of  equity  and 
justice.  I care  not  how  much  my  personal  po- 
sition may  suffer  in  taking  this  stand,  this  i3 
the  duty  I owe  to  the  country;  and  every 
member  who  regards  the  events  which  are 
transpiring  among  us  should  seize  the  oppor- 
tunity offered  if  the  proposition  made  he  ac- 
cepted. 

Mr  S.  Campbell.— If  a gentleman,  speaking 
with  his  brief  before  him,  feels  inadequate  to 
the  occasion,  I,  coming  here  unprepared  for  the 
debate,  must  have  some  excuse  for  the  crude- 
ness of  my  observations.  This  question  is  one 
of  the  deepest  moment  to  the  people  of  this 
country  and  to  this  legislature,  and  I would 
not  be  worthy  of  a seat  within  these  walls  if  I 
were  not  prepared  on  the  instant  to  express 
my  sentiments  upon  a matter  so  pregnant  with 
weal  or  woe  to  the  province.  I listened  with 
interest  and  pleasure  to  the  hon  member  for 
Richmond,  because  I felt  that  be  was  sincere 
in  his  observations, — I will  not  attribute  any 
unworthy  motives  for  the  course  which  he  has 
taken,  but  notwithstanding  that  I give  him 
credit  for  candor  and  sincerity,  I am  not  pre- 
pared to  acquiesce  in  the  result  at  which  he 
has  arrived  until  the  people  express  themselves 
in  a different  tone  and  manner  from  those  in 
which  they  have  been  expressing  themselves 
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for  two  or  three  years  past.  I <lo  not  believe 
that  they  desire  a change  in  the  constitution, 
or  that  they  are  willing  to  have  their  rights 
transferred  to  any  quarter.  We  have  had  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  petitions  from  every 
part  of  the  province,  praying  that  the  house 
will  not  sanction  a scheme  of  union  without  a 
reference  to  the  people  at  the  polls — that  tribu- 
nal alone  having  the  power  to  change  our  con- 
stitution, and  the  lion,  member  wbo  has  ad- 
dressed the  house  himself  presented  petitions 
to  that  effect  within  a few  hours.  Such  peti- 
tions have  come  from  my  constituents  and  I 
will  not  be  a traitor  to  their  rights  and  feelings 
by  consenting  to  such  a change  as  is  proposed. 

I consider  that  there  is  another  difficulty  in  this 
case:  the  Quebec  scheme  was  entered  into  by 
several  parties,  they  all  concurred  in  its  ratifi- 
cation, and  must  all  be  applied  to  in  its  abro- 
gation. It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  govern- 
ment to  say  yes  or  no  to  the  demand  which  has 
been  made, — they  may  express  their  individu- 
al views  but  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  cancel 
and  destroy  that  scheme.  I feel  that  no  action 
should  be  taken  on  this  question  until  the 
people  have  passed  upon  it  and  until  then  1 
will  not  go  even  with  the  proposition  made  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Richmond. 

Mr.  Miller:— The  hon.  member  for  Halifax 
in  the  course  of  his  speech  threw  out  some 
insinuations  which  I can  safely  regard  with 
contempt.  There  is  not  a man  in  the  House 
from  whom  I should  be  more  willing  to 
receive  such  insinuations.  He  says  I am 
acting  inconsistently  in  attempting  now  to 
pass  a scheme  of  union  without  an  appeal  to 
the  people, — I omitted  accidentally  to  refer  to 
that  subject  in  course  of  my  remarks,  when  I 
explain  my  position  in  that  respect  my  reasons 
will  I think  be  satisfactory  to  the  country,  but 
it  is  not  under  the  influence  of  such  inuendoes 
and  taunts  as  have  been  thrown  out  by  that 
hon.  member  that  I will  be  induced  to  express 
my  views, — that  is  a matter  of  courtesy  and 
he  has  placed  himself  beyond  the  bounds  of 
courtesy  by  the  remarks  which  he  has  made. 

Mr.  Archibald:— I trust  we  will  not  ap 
proacli  a question  of  so  grave  a character  with 
any  exhibition  of  temper,  and  while  I a,m  not 
surprised  at  the  feelings  of  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken,  I deprecate  such  expressions 
upon  this  occasion.  I will  say  in  reference  to 
some  observations  that  have  been  made,  that 
it  is  going  too  far  to  speak  of  the  Quebec 
scheme  being  abandoned.  I was  not  surprised 
when  the  Prov.  Sec.  rose  and  stated  that  he 
was  not  in  a position  to  give  an  answer  to  the 
question  because  he  can  hardly  be  said  to 
represent  even  Nova  Scotia,  for  be  was  but 
one  of  those  wbo  represented  this  Province. — 
It  is  not  very  agreeable  to  gentlemen  interest- 
ed in  the  Quebec  scheme  to  hear  the 
allusions  that  have  been  made;  I am 
prepared  to  advocate  that  scheme  as  con- 
ferring upon  these  Provinces  everything  that 
they  should  ask.  At  the  same  time,  uo 
one  would  be  more  pleased  than  I if  further 
concessions  could  be  obtained;  but  any  such 
concession  must  be  obtained  at  the  expense  of 
some  other  Province.  I agree  with  the  hon. 
member  for  Richmond  that  no  new  scheme 
would  place  us  in  a worse  position.  The  reti- 
cence with  which  the  Prov.  Sec.  approached 
the  question  was  due  to  the  gentlemen,  in  this  I 
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country  and  beyond,  who  were  connected  with, 
the  formation  of  the  present  scheme  of  union, 

Mr.  Tobin:  I was  greatly  astonished  on 
coming  into  the  House  to  hear  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Richmond  addressing  the  House  on  this 
subject.  I would  not  do  anything  distasteful 
to  the  great  body  of  the  people ; and  until  pro^ 
per  consultation  is  had,  I think  the  discussion' 
out  of  place. 

Mr.  Locke:  We  sometimes  read  of  villages 
while  in  a state  of  apparent  security,  being 
overturned  and  overwhelmed  by  an  avalanche. 
But  the  surprise  of  persons  in  that  situation 
could  not  be  greater  than  that  of  some  gentle- 
men with  whom  I sit  at  what  has  occurred.  It 
was  astonishing  to  hear  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Richmond,  who,  though  he 
always  favored  a union  of  some  sort,  was  an 
uncompromising  opponent  of  the  Quebec 
scheme ; but  how  much  more  so  to  bear  the  ex- 
pressions of  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness, 
Mr.  McDonnell,  who  was  an  uncompromising 
opponent  of  any  species  of  union. 

The  discussion  then  ceased. 

PETITIONS. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  presented  peti- 
tions signed  by  the  representatives  of  three 
mining  Companies  in  reference  to  the  exten- 
sion of  mining  leases.  They  were  referred  to 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  Ross  presented  a petition  signed  by  49 
inhabitants  of  yictoria  County  against  Con- 
federation. 

Also  a petition  of  41  inhabitants  of  Baddeck 
on  the, same  subject. 

Also  another  petition,  on  the  same  subject,  to 
which  he  said  considerable  importance  should 
be  attached,  as  it  was  signed  by  the  Custos  and 
all  the  magistrates,  of  every  political  party, 
who  attended  the  last  Sessions  of  Yictoria 
County. 

Mr.  Annand  presented  two  petitions  from 
Inverness  against  Confederation. 

MILITIA  UNIFORMS. 

Hon.  Att’y  Gen.  laid  on  the  table  corres- 
pondence relating  to  uniforms  for  the  Militia. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  no  doubt  great  in- 
convenience was  caused  by  drawing  50,000  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  annually  for 
five  days  from  tlieir  ordinary  pursuits,  but  it 
was  necessary  for  placing  the  country  in  a pro- 
per attitude  of  defence.  Nothing  would  more 
fully  tend  to  impart  a martial  spirit  to  our  local 
forces  than  a uniform  of  some  description.  He 
trusted  that  some  means  could  be  devised  by 
the  committee,  for  providing  a cheap  uniform 
for  the  Militia. 

The  papers  were  referred  to  the  Militia  Com- 
mittee. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mr.  Archibald  introduced  a bill  to  amend 
the  law  relating  to  County  Assessments. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  suggested  in 
view  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  that  the 
bill  be  referred  to  a select  Committee. 

||Mr.  Archibald  consented  to  do  so,  and  the 
bill  was  read  a second  time. 

Mr.  Shannon  presented  a petition  from  the 
Grand  Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  in 
favour  of  the  establishment  of  an  Asylum  t6r 
Inebriates,  and  urged  the  desirability  of  favor- 
ably considering  the  prayer  thereof. 

Mr.  Blackwood  presented  a petition  frotn 
I D.  Fraser  and  500  others,  of  Tatamagouche,  in 
ffl  . kay  . . 
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teference  to  the  sale  of  groceries  and  liquors  in 
cne  store. 

THE  SCHOOL  LAW. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  and 
took  up  the  School  Law.  The  second  clause 
providing  for  the  imposition  of  30  cents  a 
head  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  <&c., 
was  read. 

Some  desultory  discussion  ensued. 

Mr.  Stewakt  Campbell  said  as  he  saw  it 
was  useless  to  prevail  upon  the  House  to  do 
away  with  the  taxation  principle,  he  would 
move  that  10  cents  be  substituted  for  30. 

On  a division  the  motion  was  lost  by  20  to  16. 
He  also  moved  that  15,  and  again  that  20  cents 
be  substituted,  but  both  motions  were  lost 

Mr.  Colin-  Campbell  moved  in  favour  of 
sectional  assessment,  but  the  motion  was  also 
lost  by  a very  large  majority. 

Mr.  Bill  moved  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace 
add  this  sum  to  the  rate  roll,  provided  it  be 
ricommended  by  the  Grand  Jury  and  sanction- 
el  by  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions. 

The  motion  was  also  lost,  and  the  clause 
then  passed. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported -progress. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  4th  April,  1866. 

MISCELLANEOUS  BUSINESS. 

The  house  met  at  3 o’clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archibald  the  bill  in  rela- 
tion to  County  Assessment,  which  he  had  in- 
troduced on  the  previous  day,  was  referred  to 
a Special  Committee,  comprising  Archibald4 
Attorney  General,  Allison,  Hamilton,  Brown, 
Hebb,  Ross. 

Mr.  Killam  introduced  an  act  in  respect  to 
Assessment  for  Schools  in  Yarmouth. 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  Digby  against  Confederation. 

Mr.  Annand,  petition  from  South  East  Ha- 
lifax County,  jjraying  for  an  extension  of  pos- 
tal communication;  also  from  Gay’s  River  on 
the  same  subject. 

The  bouse  then  went  into  Committee,  and 
took  up  the  School  Bill. 

The  3d  clause  was  read.  It  provides  that  any. 
sum  required  by  any  section  over  and  above 
the  sums  provided  by  the  province  and  coun- 
ty for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  a public 
school  or  schools  during  the  ensuing  year,  in- 
cluding the  purchase  or  improvement  of  school 
grounds;  the  purchase,  erection,  furnishing, 
cleaning,  or  repair  of  school-houses  and  out- 
buildings, etc.,  shall  be  determined  by  a majo- 
rity of  the  rate-payers  present  at  a regularly 
called  school-meeting;  and  any  amount  so  de- 
termined shall  be  a charge  on  the  section,  and 
shall  be  levied  on  the  real  and  personal  pro- 
perty within  the  county  of  the  residents  of  the 
section  according  to  the  county  rate  roll. 

Mr.  Bill  moved  in  amendment  that  after 
the  word  “ section”  the  following  words  be  ad- 
ded: “with  the  exception  of  unmarried  fe- 
jnales,  widows,  and  males  over  60  years  of 
iage,  to  the  extent  of  $1000.” 

Some  desultory  discussion  ensued,  and  as 
the  opinion  of  the  house  appeared  to  favor  the 
.exe  mption  of  widows  and  unmarried  females 
plone  from  sectional  assessment,  to  the  extent 
of  $1000,  Mr.  Tobin  moved  to  that  effect  in 
-amendment.  The  motion  was  carried. 


Mr.  Bill  again  moved  that  all  parties  over 
60  years  of  age  be  exempt.  Lost. 

Dr.  Hamilton  moved  that  the  words  “ hav- 
ing children  between  the  age  of  4 and  18 
•years,”  be  inserted  after  section.  The  motion 
was  lost. 

Mr.  Jost  said  be  was  opposed  to  the  clause 
under  consideration,  as  far  as  the  maintenance 
of  the  school  was  concerned.  A second  as- 
sessment was  most  arbitrarily  enforced  on  all. 
This  would  be  unfair  to  those  not  directly  in- 
terested in  the  school ; they  should  not  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  this  second  tax.  Why,  in  Cana- 
da they  were  ten  years  under  one  skilfu- 
guiding  hand,  before  it  was  got  through  in  its 
present  shape.  There,  the  Legislature  did  not 
tax  the  people  at  all.  A certain  amount  of  aid 
is  offered  to  each  municipality  on  condition 
that  an  equal  sum  shall  be  raised  by  the  peo- 
ple. If  the  county  or  township  refuse  or  ne- 
glect to  do  so,  the  money  voted  bv  the  State 
is  withheld  ; there  is  no  other  penalty.  He 
thought  where  the  tax  was  compulsory,  as  in 
Nova  Scotia,  the  State  should  pay  a larger 
sum  than  otherwise  ; enough  being  assessed 
only  to  make  tliQ  people  feel  interested  in  the 
school;  and  those  two  sums  should  be  suffi- 
cient without  further  taxation. 

The  clause  passed  without  a division. 

The  remaining  clauses  were  passed  without 
any  material  amendment. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  added  a clause  to 
the  effect  that  each  board  of  Commissioners 
shall  determine  wbat  sections  are  entitled  to 
special  aid,  and  make  provision  accordingly, 
aud  the  superintendent  of  Education  shall  bo 
entitled  to  increase  the  allowance  for  such  poor 
sections  in  proportion  to  the  teachers  in  the 
section. 

Mr.  Pryor  advocated  that  the  amount  of  the 
6 months  assessment  upon  the  poorer  sections 
be  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  erecting  school 
houses  therein.  The  Provincial  Secretary  ex- 
plained that  the  clause  just  added  would  meet 
the  difficulty. 

The  clause  in  respect  to  payment  of  inspec- 
tors was  altered  in  consonance  with  that  of  the 
present  law. 

The  portion  of  the  bill  respecting  schools  in 
the  city  of  'alifax  was  iir.xt  taken  up  and 
passed. 

The  following  bills  were  also  passed  through 
Committee: -To  incorporate  the  Nova  Scotia 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  with  an  amendment 
allowing  the  admission  of  members  and  ex- 
members  of  the  Legislature;  to  amend  the  act 
respecting  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of 
Halifax:  to  authorize  the  sale  of  school  lot  at 
Bridgetown;  to  legalize  assessment  rolls  iu 
the  district  of  Barrington;  to  amend  the  act 
respecting  the  Registration  of  Births,  Marria- 
ges, and  Deaths. 

Mi*.  Pryor,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
and  Local  Bills,  introduced  an  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Roman- Catholic  Mission  at,  Arichat; 
also  the  Bill  to  protect  the  navigation  of  Cow 
Bay,  C.  B. 

THE  PROVINCIAL  AND  CITY  BONDS. 

Mr.  Tobin  called  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
sometime  ago  a resolution  passed  in  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  Halifax,  which  he  had  pla- 
ced in  the  hands  of  the  Provincial , Secretary. 
It  referred  to  a matter  Which  at  the  present 
■'  time  was  largely  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
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community,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  some 
remedy  ought  to  be  provided  for  the  difficul- 
ties that  now  existed.  Under  the  law,  Pro- 
vincial and  City  Debentures;  were  exempted 
from  taxation,  and  the  result  had  been  that  a 
large  number  of  them  had  been  sold  for  some 
time  past,.  They  had  absorbed  to  some  extent 
all  the  capital  that  was  available,  and  citizens 
could  now  scarcely  obtain  the  money  they  re- 
quired on  mortgages  at  G per  cent.,  which  are 
liable  to  taxation.  Lenders  of  money  of  course 
gave  preference  to  those  securities — Provin- 
cial and  City  Debentures — which  they  could 
obtain  at  G per  cent.,  free  from  taxation.  The 
result  was,  that  persons  engaged  in  building 
houses,  and  making  any  improvements,  were 
actually  brought  to  a stand  still  in  conse- 
quence of  the  want  of  money.  Parties  who 
bad  money  out  in  mortgages  were  calling  it  in 
for  the  purpose  of  investing  it  more  satisfacto- 
rily, and  a great  many  people  were  according- 
ly  put  to  very  great  inconvenience,  fir  they 
could  not  find  any  one  willing,  under  existing 
circumstances,  to  supply  them  with  the  money 
they  required.  He  therefore  felt  that  it  was 
necessary  that  the  question  should  be  dealt 
with  immediately  by  the  house.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  say  that  the  time  had  come  when 
the  people  of  this  country  would  be  willing  to 
see  the  Usury  Laws  repealed.  Some  persons, 
however,  contended  that  the  legal  rate  of  inte- 
rest might  be  properly  fixed  at  7 per  cent. — 
Certainly  it  was  not  right  that  the  industrious 
men  of  this  country  should  be  exposed  to  the 
great  inconveniences  they  were  now  subject 
to  from  the  causes  to  which  he  had  made  refe- 
rence. It  was  therefore  necessary  for  the 
house  to  consider  whether  it  would  be  wise  to 
raise  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  or  subject  the 
securities  in  question  to  taxation,  so  as  to  place 
every  one  in  the  same  position.  He  would, 
however,  take  another  opportunity  of  bringing 
the  question  before  the  house  in  a more  defin- 
ite shape. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shaoton  said  that  there  was  no 
doubt  the  money  market  in  the  city  at  the  pre- 
sent time  was  very  seriously  affected,  but  it 
was  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  same  state 
of  things  also  prevailed  in  Europe.  Some 
years  ago  money  could  be  obtained  easily  for 
3 and  4 per  cent,  in  England,  but  for  the  last 
three  or  four  years  the  average  of  interest  had 
been  about  7 per  cent.  A gentleman,  now  in 
London,  had  been  of  late  withdrawing  his  mo- 
ney from  this  city,  and  investing  it  in  Eng’anf 
since  he  found  he  could  do  so  more  profitably. 
Capitalists,  no  doubt,  would  be  satisfied  if 
they  got  six  per  cent.,  bnt  the  fact  was  they 
did  not  get  it,  since  their  money  invested  in 
mortgages  must  pay  taxation.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  devise  some  means  that  would  meet 
this  difficulty  arising  from  a conflict  of  securi- 
ties. There  was  no  doubt  that  money  on  mort- 
gages was,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the 
most  desirable  mode  of  investment. 

Hon  Atty.  General  said  that  the  difficulty 
had  arisen  from  an  attempt  that  had  been  suc- 
cessfully carried  out  in  the  city  of  Halifax  to 
tax  the  same  property  twice-  It  should  be 
also  remembered  that  the  value  of  money  had 
arisen  very  considerably  in  England  on  ac- 
count of  the  mania  for  speculation,  and  other 
causes.  The  mouey  market  iu  Eugland  natu- 
rally influenced  the  state  of  things  in  this  j 
country.  It  should  also  be  taken  into  account  1 
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that  other  Banks  had  been  established  in  this 
country.  All  these  things  contributed  to  make 
a scarcity  of  money.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  principle  upon  which  city  taxation  was 
levied  was  the  right  one.  Was  it  right  that  the 
man  who  owned  the  property  should  pay  taxes 
on  it,  as  well  as  the  man  that  lent  him  £500  on 
it?  Considering  the  thing  in  its  true  light, 
the  man  who  borrowed  the  money  was 
taxed  twice.  This  fact  taken  in  connection 
with  the  causes  to  which  he  had  referred,  ex- 
plained the  difficulties  that  were  stated  to  ex- 
ist in  Halifax. 

Mr.  Tobin  differed  from  the  hon.  Attorney 
General  as  to  the  double  taxation  on  which  ho 
dwelt  so  strongly.  A merchant  occupying  a 
store  filled  with  merchandize,  is  taxed  for 
every  dollar  of  that  visible  property.  On  the 
other  hand  here  is  a man  sitting  in  an  office, 
with  only  desk  and  stationary  before  him,  he 
has  no  other  visible  property  ; but  yet  he  is 
perhaps  dealing  in  very  many  thousand  dol- 
lars. Should  not  such  a man  be  taxed  for  his 
business— money  lending— as  much  as  he  who 
is  taxed  for  his  barrels  of  flour  and  hogsheads 
of  molasses?  In  fact  the  money  lender  had 
better  security  in  mortgages  than  a merchant 
could  by  any  possibility  have  in  his  business 
relations  with  his  customers. 

After  a few  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Shan- 
non, the  Attorney  General,  the  Provincial 
Secretary  laid  on  the  table  the  resolution  from 
the  Halifax  Chamber  of  Commerce  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Tobin. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Thursday,  April  5,  1866. 
Union  of  the  Colonies. 

Mr.  Ann  and  said  : — I felt,  Mr.  Speaker, 
when  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness,  Mr.  Mc- 
Donnell, addressed  the  House,  that  the  time 
had  come  when  I should  define  my  position  on 
the  question  of  a Union  of  the  Colonies,  and  I 
shall  now  invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
that  position.  I have  always  been  in  favor  of 
a union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  and  my 
views  upon  that  subject  entirely  accord  with 
views  expressed  by  members  en  both  sides.  I 
need  not  now  recur  to  the  Convention  held  at 
Prince  Edward  Island,  or  to  what  took  place 
elsewhere  when  the  Convention  was’ dissolved. 
These  ere  matters  of  history,  and  I will  mere- 
ly allude  to  the  objections  which  I entertain  to 
any  union  of  the  .Colonies.  I have  always 
thought  that  the  people  of  Canada  were  dis- 
similar  to  us  iu  origin  and  pursuits,  and  that 
the  fact  of  this  Province  being  separated  from 
communication  with  the  world,  excepting 
through  hostile  territory,  rendered  it  politically 
impossible  that  a union  in  the  present  state  of 
affairs  could  take  place.  I have  also  enter- 
tained, and  have  here  expressed  the  opinion, 
that  all  the  benefits  of  which  we  have  heard 
can  be  obtained  without  union.  Let  me  briefly 
refer  to  three  of  these,— in  the  first  place  I 
maintain  that  all  matters  of  material  advan- 
tage relating  to  trade  can  be  obtained  without 
a political  union.  What  is  there  to  hinder  us 
to-day  from  arranging  a treaty  of  free  trade 
m the  manufactures  of  the  different  Pro- 
vinces? I may  be  told  that  Canada  will  not 
entertain  the  proposition  now;—  pernaps 
I having  the  objects  she  has  at  present  in  view’ 
might  refuse,  but  in  1862  she  was  pressing 
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upon  us  such  a mutual  exchange.  She  felt 
then,  and  her  leading  manufacturers  feel  now, 
that  they  are  the  manufacturing  people  of 
British  America.  We  are  lower  in  the  scale 
than  New  Brunswick,  and  it  is  therefore  to 
the  advantage  of  Canada  to  have  free  trade 
between  the  Provinces.  As  regards  the  cur- 
rencies, I take  it  for  granted  that  these  could 
be  arranged  by  the  various  Financial  Secre- 
taries in  a week — I said  in  an  afternoon  last 
year.  It  is  not  necessary  then  for  these  pur- 
poses to  have  a political  union.  It  is  said 
again  that  we  must  have  such  a union  before 
we  can  obtain  the  Intercolonial  Ilaiiway,  ena- 
bling us  to  have  free  and  rapid  commu- 
nication with  each  other. — I deny  it,  and  I 
point  to  the  action  of  Canada  in  1862,  when 
she  agreed  with  our  delegates,  for  its  construc- 
tion. Why  it  was  not  built  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  say,  and  I will  not  say,  because  I do 
not  desire  to  create  irritation  between  the  go- 
vernments of  these  colonies.  That  railway, 
thus  bringing  us  into  connection  with  Canada, 
however  valuable  it  may  be  in  time  of  war,  as 
affording  a passage  for  troops,  I never  regard- 
ed as  of  much  importance  in  relation  to  trade, 
because  while  communication  is  open  with 
Portland,  there  will  be  little  or  no  traffic  across 
the  I jtercolonial  line.  Though  we  may  attach 
considerable  importance  to  that  line,  yet  I 
maintain  it  is  not  necessary  to  our  existence. 
We  live  by  the  sea,  and  have  free  access  to 
other  countries, — but  it  involves  the  existence 
of  Canada.  She  would  have  no  access  to  the 
United  States  in  time  of  war,  and  that  railway 
would  afford  the  only  means  of  communication 
which  she  would  have  with  the  mother 
country.  I therefore  hold  as  I held  in  1862  that 
however  valuable  the  intercolonial  railway 
may  be  to  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia, 
it  involves  the  existence  of  Canada.  I say  that 
no  political  union  is  necessary,  unless  Cana- 
dian statesmen,  using  it  as  a lever,  say  you 
shall  have  no  railway  unless  you  unite  with 
us.  Holding  these  opinions,  I ask  why  is  this 
union  pressed?  Two  years  ago  our  country 
was  undisturbed  and  our  people  were  quiet; 
now  this  Province  is  a scene  of  agitation  from 
Cape  Sable  to  Cape  North.  These  difficulties 
did  not  arise  with  us,  our  people  were  content- 
ed and  happy  until  Canada,  embarrassed  in  her 
own  condition  pressed  the  proposals  for  union 
upon  us,  and  I can  point  to  speeches  of  Canadian 
statesmen  which  show  that  this  was  the  cause 
of  the  agitation.  There  is  another  branch  of 
the  subject  to  which  I will  now  refer,— the 
question  of  defence.  It  is  said  that  if  all  the 
questions  of  trade,  of  postage,  of  the  currency, 
and  of  the  railway,  could  be  arranged,  the 
great  question  of  defence  yet  remains.  There 
would  have  been  some  force  in  the  argument  a 
year  ago,  but  what  has  transpired  sipce  then? 
We  have  seen  these  two  Provinces  threatened 
by  a lawless  set  of  men,  who  contemplated  an 
attack  upon  us ; and  what  was  their  programme 
of  operations?  If  these  Colonies  were  to  be 
attacked  at  r*Jl,they  were  to  bo  simultaneously 
attacked, — then  away  goes  the  argument  about 
Union  as  a means  of  Defence.  Does  it  require 
apolitical  union  to  arm  the  people  of  these 
Provinces?  No,  Sir,  it  is  quite  sufficient  to  shew 
them  a common  danger  and  they  rally  with  one 
will  in  tt  e common  defence  as  is  being  practi- 
cally illustrated  at  this  hour.  Take  another 


' iew  of  the  question.  I will  assume  that  a 
union  of  the  Colonies  is  desired,  if  not  by  us,  by 
the  mother  country,  and  in  speaking  of  the 
mother  country  I may  say  that  all  suggestions 
coming  from  that  quarter  I regard  with  the 
greatest  respect,  one  reason  for  this  is  that  we 
owe  her  much— we  have  contributed  but  little 
to  our  own  support  and  defence,  and  that  gov- 
ernment throws  its  protection  over  us  whenever 
it  is  required;  therefore  I say  I yield  great  de- 
fence to  the  opinion  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment but  the  question  after  ail  comes  back  to 
our  own  country  and  I ask  who  are  the  best 
judg-s  of  the  institutions,  under  which  they 
should  live  ? The  Home  Government  have 
given  us  institutions  of  which  we  are  proud, 
and  which  we  work  out  practically, — they  have 
never  shown  a disposition  to  deprive  us  of  these. 
It  is  not  necessary  that  I should  repeat  my 
objections  to  the  Quebec  scheme,  but  I will  say, 
whether  owing  to  a break-down  of  the  opposi- 
tion to  union,  or  owing  to  the  opinions  of  the 
British  Government,  if  a union  should  become 
desirable,  and  I should  give  up  my  own  views, 
believing  as  I now  do  that  such  a union  is  unde- 
sirable, which  is  the  best  way  to  bring  that 
union  about?  Assuming  it  to  be  desirable,  and 
that  it  will  not  lead  to  independence  of  vhe 
mother  country  as  I believe  it  will ; assuming 
that  the  relations  between  the  Provinces  should 
be  changed,  I believe  and  hold  that  the  railway 
should  precede  the  union  Suppose,  for  in- 
stance, that  difficulty  arose  from  a Fenian  raid, 
or  lor  any  'other  cause,  and  that  a daclaration  of 
war  being  made,  communication  between  the 
United  States  and  Farfada  was  severed, — sup- 
pose union  consummated,  and  parliament  con- 
vened to  meet  at  Ottawa,  how  would  we  get  there 
now  ? We  should  have  to  travel  through  the 
wilderness  of  New  Brunswick,  and  I therefore 
maintain  that  the  railway  should  precede'  the 
union-  Suppose  again  that  on  a sudden  outbreak 
of  hostilities  it  became  necessary  to  suspend  the 
Habeas  Corpus  act,  how  would  Parliament  be 
assembled  ? The  Government  might  assume  the 
responsibi’ity,  but  that  responsibility  is  seldom 
assumed  by  any  Government,  and  we  saw  a few 
weeks  ago  that  Sir  George  Grey  introduced  a bill 
into  the  Imperial  Parliament  in  reference  to  that 
subject.  Then  I maintain  we  should  have  free 
trade  before  the  anion, — we  ought  to  know  more 
of  each  other — at  present  the  men  of  Canada 
West  know  m re  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  than  of  us — that  state  of  things  should  be 
reversed  before  going  into  the  union,  we  should 
become  familiar  with  each  other  and  have  large 
business  intercourse,  I believe  that  by  a union 
with  Canada  the  Maritime  Provinces  must  suffer 
largely  in  treasure,  in  power,  and  in  influence, — 
I think  I may  safely  say  that  not  one  other  of 
these  Proviaces  will  have  this  scheme,  it  has 
been  refused  in  Prince  Edward  Island  and  in 
Newfoundland,  and  they  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it  now  in  New  Brunswick,  and  need  I say 
that  at  present  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  Nova 
cotia  would  reject  it?  Under  these  circumston- 
ces,  and  yielding  deference  to  the  views  of  the 
I. Imperial  Government,  aud  assuming  a union  to 
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be  desirable  I ask  what  is  the  best  mode  of 
bringing  the  union  about  ? I reply,  by  aban- 
doning the  Quebec  scheme  in  the  first  place.  The 
aet'on  of  our  Government  can  be  of  no  avail  in 
this  particular  unless  the  Government  of  Canada 
express  the  same  determination,  because  th- 
gentlemen  composing  the  delegation  to  Quebec 
are  bound  to  carry  that  scheme  if  possible,  and  it 
will  require  the  consent  of  all  o<  them  to  abandon 
it.  Supposing  the  scheme  abandoned,  there  are 
three  ways  or  approaching  the  question.  One 
mode  is  to  assemble  the  leading  minds  of  the 
Provinces — and  when  I say  the  leading  minds,  I 
mean  not  merely  the  gentlemen  representing  the 
viewe  of  those  who  went  to  Quebec,  but  gentle- 
men who  have  taken  a prominent  part  against  the 
Quebec  scheme,  gentlemen  opposing  any  union  at 
all,  with  a view  to  the  full  conside  ation  of  the 
subject,  just  as  that  which  any  question  requires. 
Public  men  from  all  the  Provinces  should  then  be 
assembled  in  such  numbers  that  all  cause  of 
jealous v shoo lcl  be  removed.  Let  me  here  say, 
to  guard  myself  from  misinterpretation,  that  any 
scheme  of  union,  after  being  thus  considered, 
must  come  back  to  the  Parliaments  and  to  the 
people  for  ratification.  I care  not  how  perfect  or 
how  advantageous  the  scheme  may  be.  unless  the 
Parliaments  and  the  people  are  consulted,  it  must 
fail  ta  sati-fy  the  country.  Another  mode  would 
be  to  assemble  Delegates,  composed  of  the  same 
elements,  at  the  Colonial  Office,  whpre,  in  pre- 
sence of  Her  Majesty’s  Ministers,  the  question 
could  be  discussed  ; but  even  in  that  case  it  must 
coma  back  to  be  settled  by  our  people.  £ ut  there 
is  a third  mode  that  recommends  itself  to  me  : there 
is  great  diversity  between  the  interests  of  Canada 
and  those  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  while  the 
latter  have  many  interests  in  common,  I would 
therefore  convene  delegates  from  the  four  Mari- 
time Provinces  and  see  if  they  can  agree  on  a 
platform  for  a union  with  Canada.  I maintain 
that  if  the  delegates  were  to  assemble  at  the  Colo- 
nial office,  acting  in  detached  parties,  they  wou  d 
be  cut  into  fragments,  they  would  have  no  pot  ic 
in  common,  and  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Canadian  influences  by  which  they  would  be  sur- 
rounded in  London.  Any  policy,  therefore,  re- 
commending itself  to  the  people,  must  be  ma- 
tured as  I think  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Maritime  Provinces.  Then  would  come  up  this 
question:  -J-hould  not  these  four  Provinces  go  in 
as  one  asking  for  equal  representation  with  either 
of  the  Canadas  and  claiming  it  as  their  right  and 
throwing  overboard  the  unsound  principle  of  re- 
presentation by  population,  -ta’  iog  care  also, 
that  their  revenues  should  be  properly  secured. — 
If  the  Maritime  Provinces  could  thus  be  brought 
to  agree  upon  a platform  then  let  the  debate  be 
adjourned  to  the  Colonial  office,  and  our  dele- 
gates being  thus  brought  face  to  face  with  Canad- 
an  representatives,  we  might  expect  Her  Majes- 
ty’s Government  to  force  Canada  to  accept  such 
terms  as  reason  would  recommend.  Even  then 
the  scheme  must  come  back  to  us  to  jae  ratified, 
and  do  jou  think  that  the  people,  having  confi- 
dence in  the  Maritime  Convention  and  in  the 
Imperial  Government,  would  reject  fair  and 
reasonable  proposals  ? I do  not  recognize  the 


necessity  for  a union,  but  I believe  that  in  de- 
ference to  the  wishes  of  the  British  Government 
a scheme  so  arranged  would  be  accepted.  ! hat 
wa;  wbst  I meant  when  I wrote  the  article  refer- 
red to  the  other  day  ; but  I meant  more  -1  meant 
that  our  relations  with  the  parent  country  should 
bo  strengthened  What  is  there  in  the  Quebec 
schema  to  prevent  a separation  ? I may  be  mis- 
taken, but  I thought  I could  Eee  in  England, 
during  my  recent  visit  there,  a desire  to  get  rid  of 
these  Colonies,  and  an  impres-ion  that,  by  Con- 
iederation  England  would  be  reli  .-ved  of  a portion 
of  the  expense  which  we  cause  at  present.  I was 
sorry  to  see  in  high  quarters  a desire  that  these 
Colonies  should  be  got  rid  of ; and  I apprehend 
seriously  that  Confederation,  pure  and  simp  e,  is 
only  another  name  for  independence.  I wish  to 
guard  against  that ; my  desire  is  that  British 
America  should  remain  British  America  I wish 
to  strengthen  our  relations  with  the  parent  state, 
and  I believe  that  the  only  mode  of  accomplishing 
that  is  by  having  representation  in  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  With  that  connecting  link  we  would 
always  iorm  a part  of  the  Empire.  What  is  ic 
that  nukes  California  or  Texas  a part  of  the 
American  Union'?  Ic  is  their  representation  in 
Congress  and  in  the  Senate.  Take  away  that 
representation,  and  haw  long  will  they  form  a 
part  of  the  Union  ? They  arc  each  large  enough 
and  far  enough  away  to  set  up  for  themselves. 
The  lime  may  come  when  these  Colonies  wiil  be 
required  to  come  forward  in  defence  of  the  mother 
country ; and  if  I were  an  Englishman  I 
would  never  consent  to  any  step  approach- 
ing independence.  I saw  a calculation  the 
other  day  which  showed  that  the  coal  fields 
of  Groat  Britain,  upon  which  her  enormous 
prosperity  to  so  great  au  extent  depends,  will 
be  exhausted  in  about  112  years,  but  at 
the  present  rate  of  consumption  that  period 
would  probably  be  reduced  to  fifty  years,  and 
America  being  in  possession  of  the  coal  mines  of 
Nova  Scotia,  of  her  fisheries,  and  of  her  maritime 
facilities,  would  become  immediately  the  first 
maritime  power  in  the  world.  Looking  to  her 
manufacturing  interests  alone  England  should 
preserve  the  colonies,  and  f she  would  make 
them  a.part  of  the  Empire,  the  great  fi-.il  of  ma- 
nufacture might  be  transferred  from,  the  old  world 
to  the  new.  Looking  at  the  matter  as  an  Eng- 
lishman, I wouid  say,  suppose  Confederation 
takes  place  and  the  Province-'  become  independ- 
ent 'heir  connection  with  the  mother  country  is 
gone,  and  what  if  annexation  should  follow  \— 
Suppose  America  were  to  ally  herself  with  Rus- 
sia. and  she  has  strong  proclivities  in  that  direc- 
tion, even  the  safety  of  the  British  island*  would 
be  imperilled  British  statesmen  should  view  the 
matter  in  the  light  of  expediency,  and  instead  of 
endeavoring  to  get  rid  of  as  on  account  of  our 
expensiveness,  they  should  draw  us  nearer  to 
England,  making  us  a part  of  the  Empire,  and 
giving  us  representation  in  her  Parliament.  Any 
scheme  wanting  that  element  will,  I believe,  he  de- 
fective, and  any  scheme  which  does  not  improve 
our  relations  with  the  Mother  country  will  certain- 
ly eventuate  in  independence.  Suppose  that  by  the 
repeal  of  the  reciprocity  treaty  Canada  should 
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become  impoverished  and,  as  was  said  the  other 
day,  that  she  should  come  begging  for  annex- 
ation and  that  we  were  connected  with  her,  what 
security  would  we  have  for  our  British  connec- 
tion, I repeat  that  I am  opposed  to  any  scheme 
of  union  that,  will  not  contain  a provision  for  an 
improvement  in  the  relations  of  the  Empire. — 
Looking  at  it  from  an  English  point  of  view  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  Colonies  having  separated 
from  the  parent  state  the  Empire  will  become,  to 
useacommon  phrase,  demoralized,  and  its  extent 
will  be  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  British 
Islands  That  is  the  view  in  which  the  question 
shou  d be  regarded  by  British  Statesmen.  By 
such  a scheme  as  that  which  I have  proposed  the 
onus  cf  a settlement  would  be  thrown  on  those 
who  really  oppose  it.  That  is  the  mode  in  which 
I would  approach  the  question  of  union, — I 
would  be  wi  ling  to  advocate  such  a cause  if  the 
subject  he  pressed  upon  us,  but  I have  yet  to  hear 
the  first  substantial  argument  in  favour  of  Con 
federation.  Jf  the  policy  of  union  he  pressed 
upoa  us  by  the  Irnpe;  iu  Gtrvernment  let  us 
labour  to  procure  such  a scheme  as  will  b 
acceptable  to  the  Colonies,  - let  it  be  a union  of 
the  hearts  and  wills  of  the  people  not  one  force! 
upon  them.  We  were  elected  for  a different  pur 
pose, — the  questions  before  the  people  at  the 
time  when  we  were  elected  were  violations  cf 
law  and  o der,  questions  relating  to  retrench- 
ment, to  the  suffrage,  the  question  of  turning 
out  of  office  one  set  of  gentlemen  who  had  held 
power  for  four  years.  The  question  of  a change 
in  their  constitution  was  therefore  not 
before  them.  It  would  be  a rash  thing 
on  the  part  of  this  legislature  to  say 
that  the  men  elected  to  carry  out  the  “ well 
understood  wishes  of  the  people  ” should  ratify  a 
scheme  of  union  against  the  repeated  protests 
which  have  been  made.  If  we  are  to  be  united 
let  us  approach  the  question  in  a right  spirit,  and 
not  in  the  tone  of  temper  which  was  indulged  ia 
the  other  day.  Looking  at  the  great  future  cf 
these  Provinces  let  us  consider,  not  on'y  what 
would  be  be  t for  us,  but  what  will  be  best  for  our 
children  coming  after  us. 

REPLY  OF  HON.  PRO  YIN  CIAL  SECRETARY. 

Dr.  Tupper  said The  hon.  gentleman  has 
raised  a question  of  such  deep  importance  and 
interest  to  the  people  of  the  Province  that  I feel 
it  my  duty,  as  a member  of  the  Legislature,  to 
take  immediate  notice  of  the  observations 
which  has  fallen  from  him.  When  an  hon. 
gentleman  undertakes,  in  the  face  of  this 
Legislature,  to  lead  the  public  sentiment  of  this 
country  on  a question  of  deep  import  to  the 
whole  Province,  it  becomes  necessary  that  he 
should  place  himself  in  a position  to  receive  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  the  members 
of  the  House,  and  the  people  they  re- 
present. I think  if  there  is  a gentle- 
man in  this  Legislature  — I will  go  further 
and  say  if  there  is  a gentleman  in  this  country, 
who,  by  liis  own  conduct,  has  forfeited  all 
claim  to  the  respect  and  confidence  of  this 
House  in  relation  to  a great  question  of  public 
policy,  it  is  the  hon.  member  who  has  just  sat 
down,  and  I shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  put  briefly 
before  this  House  and  country  the  grounds  up- 


on which  I assume  the  responsihlility  of  mak- 
ing this  assertion. 

The  hon.  member  has  just  stated  to  the 
House  that  he  has  .yet  to  hear  the  first  argu- 
ment iu  favor  of  Union  between  these  Provin- 
ces of  British  North  America.  I ask  this 
House  what  are  they  to  think  of  a gentleman 
claiming  the  position,  not  of  a leader  of  a party, 
but  even  of  an  honest  and  straight-forward  re- 
presentative of  this  legislature,  who  will  dare  to 
utter  such  a sentiment  as  that,  when  they  know 
that  here  recorded  iu  the  public  journals  of  the 
country  is  the  declaration  of  that  hon.  member, 
as  a statesman,  as  a member  of  Parliament, 
as  a member  of  the  Executive  Council, 
asking  the  House  to  confirm  the  declara- 
tion which  he  had  made,  that  so  great  and  so 
many  were  the  advantages  of  a Union  of  Bri- 
tish North  America,  that  the  time  had  arrived 
when  it  was  necessary  to  clothe  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  with  power  to  deal  with 
the  question?  ( Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Annand— No,  no! 

Dr.  Tupper — The  hon.  member  may  deny 
what  he  likes.  It  is  not  a question  of  affirma- 
tion or  denial.  The  journals  under  my  hand 
have  only  to  be  opened,  and  There  upon  th& 
page  stands  the  indelible  recorcPthat  no  denial 
will  wipe  away,  by  which  the  hon.  member 
committed  himself  to  the  policy  of  a Union  of 
British  North  America. 

Mr.  Annand- Will  the  hon.  gentleman 
turn  to  the  journals? 

Dr.  Tupper — I shall  turn  to  them  for  the 
hon.  gentleman’s  satisfaction  as  he  seems  to 
have  a very  short  memory,  and  show  him  the 
resolution,  and  the  action  of  the  government  in 
relation  to  it.  He,  as  a member  of  the  Cabinet, 
actually  initiated  the  policy  of  a Union  of 
British  North  America — he  called  not  only  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject,  hut 
asked  the  several  governments  of  British 
North  America  to  hold  such  a Convention  as 
would  ascertain  the  best  mode  of  dealiug  with 
the  question.  What  are  we  to  think  of  a gen- 
tlemen who,  haviner  come  forward  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  government  and  affirmed  such  a 
principle  as  that,  and  obtained  the  support  of 
the  House  to  that  principle,  now  attempts  to 
insult  the  intelligence  of  the  people  of  this 
country  by  telling  them,  years  afterwards, 
“ that  he  has  yet  to  hear  the  first  argument  in 
faYonr  of  a Union  of  British  North  America.” — 
He  has  professed  respect  for  the  British  Go- 
vernment— but  he  has  trampled  down  the 
authority  of  the  government  under  his  feet.  I 
ask  him  to  read  the  despatches  which  have 
emanated  from  the  Imperial  Government,  and, 
if  they  are  entitled  to  such  respect,  do  they 
not  contain  arguments  enough  in  favour  of  a 
Union  of  British  North  America? 

I have  shown  you  in  the  outset  that  the  hon. 
member  has  treated  the  Legislature  as  devoid 
of  ordinary  intelligence  when  he  has  under- 
taken to  say  that  the  action  to  which  he  invited 
the  attention  of  this  House  on  a former  occasion 
was  invited  dishonestly  by  him.  Are  we  or  are 
we  not  to  suppose  that  the  views  and  sentiments 
which  lie  placed  before  the  Legislature  then 
were  entirely  at  variance  with  those  he 
actually  held?  If  the  hon.  member  had  told  us 
that  like  a weathercock  he  shifted  with  every 
changing  breeze — that  he  changed  his  views 
from  hour  to  hour,  then  I could  feel  that 
though  his  views  were  unworthy  of  respect, 
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yet  he  had  not  attempted  to  insult  the  in- 
telligence of  the  House.  The  hon.  member 
has  a policy  for  every  day  in  the  week — if  he 
has  not  a public  policy  of  kisownke  is  the 
mouth-piece  of  every  changing  wind  that 
blows. 

The, hon.  member  has  referred  to  a question 
which  is  at  this  moment  engaging  the  attention 
not  only  of  the  Legislature,  but  of  the  best 
minds  not  only  in  this  Province,  but  in  the 
whole  Empire,  and  that  is,  the  defence  of  the 
country.  He  felt,  in  view  of  the  prominence 
this  question  has  now  assumed,  that  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  show  to  the  House 
how  he  proposed  to  deal  with  it.  He  says  we 
would  be  exposed  to  simultaneous  attack,  and 
therefore  Union  would  be  of  no  avail,  inas- 
much as  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia  and 
Canada  would  have  each  to  defend  themselves. 
The  Government  of  which  he  was  a member, 
the  delegates  and  representatives  of  that  Go- 
vernment, did  not  state  that  the  Union  of 
British  North  America  would  be  of  no  avail 
for  the  security  of  Nova  Scotia.  Is  he  not 
bound  by  the  public  record  of  his  views,  given 
as  a member  of  the  Government,  that  the 
citadel  of  Halifax  was  insecure  without  an 
Intercolonial  Railway,  which  would  enable 
Canada  at  the  hour  of  need  to  come  to  the 
rescue  of  this  Province?  Then  the  hon.  mem- 
ber must  show  this  House  that  he  can  hold 
these  sentiments  one  day  and  change  them  the 
n6xt,  and  at  the  same  time  ask  the  confidence 
of  any  man  that  sits  on  these  benches.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  Annand  : I referred  to  the  Intercolonial 
Railway  as  a valuable  measure  of  defence. 

Dr.  Tuppeb:  I would  ask  the  hon.  member 
when  he  comes  here  with  his  story  of  simulta- 
neous attack,  whether  250,000  souls  in  New 
Brunswick  and  350,000  in  Nova  Scotia  are  as 
secure  from  the  possibility  of  invasion  as  four 
millions  of  people  sustained  by  the  mightiest 
Empire  in  the  world?  Is  not  his  story  of 
simultaneous  attack  then  swept  away?  ButI 
will  turn  that  non.  gentleman  to  his  own  re- 
corded declaration  in  another  place.  The 
Morning  Chronicle , which  has  long  been  the 
property  of  the  hon.  member,  was  edited  for 
years  by  a gentleman  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  and  it  is  well  known  that  a 
change  was  suddenly  made  in  the  editorial 
management  of  that  paper.  It  was  wrested 
from  the  hands  of  the  gentleman  in  question, 
and  the  sole  responsibility  of  editorship  was 
assumed  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down.  The  hon.  member  felt  that  the 
question  of  defence  lay  at  the  very  threshold. 
On  the  platform,  in  the  press,  and  in  the  House 
he  has  proposed  that  the  Legislatures  of  all 
British  North  America  should  pass  laws  by 
which  they  would  supply  the  means  to  render 
defence  practicable,  lie  has  proposed  that 
laws  should  be  passed  under  which  the  man 
on  whom  might  rest  the  responsibility  might 
draw  the  very  last  man  from  one  Province  for 
the  defence  of  the  other.  Who  is  there  that 
does  not  know  that,  having  propounded  that 
policy— giving  the  authority  to  draft  our 
peon  e to  a power  in  another  Province  over 
whom  we  had  no  control — then,  in  the  same 
piper,  he  held  up,  as  a bugbear  to  frighten  the 
people  against  Confederation,  that  they  would 
under  Confederation  be  dragged  away  from 
their  homes  for  the  defence  of  Canada.  When 


I feel  that  the  hon.  member  propounds  state- 
ments that  are  so  entirely  antagonistic,  I feel 
that  it  is  right  that  I should  expose  him,  and 
show  the  House  and  country  bow  worthless  are 
any  views  he  may  offer.  I ask  him,  too, 
whether,  feeling  the  deep  importance  of  this 
question  of  defence,  he  did  not  propose  the 
following  mode  in  the  pages  of  his  journal,  a 
year  ago  last  January : — 

“ We  would  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  Em- 
pire by  a general  tax , equally \ levied  by  an  Impe- 
rial statute  all  over  the  Empire.  This  might  be 
either  a tax  on  property,  on  polls,  or  on  im- 
ports, to  take  precedence  of  all  other  taxes,  and  to 
be  paid  into  the  Imperial  treasury.  About  £28,- 
000,000  are  annually  required  for  naval  and 
military  expenditure.  A property  tax,  if  that 
were  preferred,  would  raise  the  whole  amount. 
But  if  it  was  thought  better  to  collect  the  £28,- 
0,000  upon  imports,  the  commerce  of  the  Emp- 
ire would  yield  the  whole  without  any  portion  of 
it  feeling  theburtlien.” 

“ Is  there  a Novascotian  that  would  not  pay 
bis  portion  of  this  tax  cheerfully,  and  turn  out, 
with  arms  in  his  hands,  to  defend  the+  Empire 
besides?  Is  there  one  who  will  not  cheerfully 
pay  pound  for  pound  with  the  Canadians,  or 
with  his  fellow  subjects  in  any  other  part  of 
the  Queen’s  dominions?  Here  is  a scheme  of 
National  Defence,  of  which  a statesman  need 
not  be  ashamed,  and  our  public  men  could  not 
be  much  better  employed  than  in  pressing  it  on 
the  notice  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government.” 

The  man  who  has  made  the  bold  proposition, 
that  we  should  pay  pound  for  pound  with  those 
who  live  in  Manchester  and  London,  whose 
representatives  in  Parliament  control  the  ex- 
penditure of  this  money — this  man  who  hss 
proposed  to  levy  this  sum  of  money — that  is,  to 
place  a burthen  upon  our  shoulders  by  an  Im- 
perial Statute,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Imperial 
Treasury— has,  at  the  same  time,  in  order  to 
embarrass  this  great  question,  urged  upon  tie 
people  that  they  must  reject  Confederation,  be- 
cause they  will  have  to  pay  a few  cents  of  addi- 
tional taxation.  Am  I not  right,  standing  as 
I do  on  the  threshold  of  the  greatest  constitu* 
tional  changes, — on  the  threshold  of  a question, 
the  rightful  decision  upon  which,  I believe,  is 
to  decide  our  very  existence  as  .British  sub- 
jects, to  call  your  attention  to  these  facts,  and 
ask  you  whether  the  hon.  member  does  not  oc- 
cupy the  humiliating  position  of  having  pro- 
pounded, from  day  to  day,  on  every  feature  of 
this  subject,  views  as  antagonistic  to  eackother 
as  night  is  from  day. 

The  hon.  member  asks  how  is  Union  to  help 
our  defence?  I shall  give  him  an  authority 
which  he  may  treat  with  contempt,  but  I doubt 
if  there  is  any  man  in  this  Legislature  beside 
himself  that  will  endorse  the  statements  that 
he  has  uttered  to-day.  The  hon.  member 
says  be  is  prepared  to  yield  the  most  respect- 
ful deference  to  the  opinious  of  Her  Majesty. — 
Wiiere  is  his  respect  when  he  tramples  down 
such  a despatch  as  this  and  tells  you  that  he, 
though  the  originator  of  this  great  question, 
has  not,  down  to  this  hour,  heard  a single  ar- 
gument iu  favor  of  it.  The  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, said  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  18G5: — 

“ You  will  at  the  same  time  express  the 
strong  and  deliberate  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  it  is  an  object  much  to  be  de- 
sired that  all  the  British  North  American  Co- 
lonies should  agree  to  uuite  in  one  Government 
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la  the  territorial  extent  of  Canada,  and  in  the 
maritime  and  commercial  enterprise  of  the 
Lower  Provinces,  Her  Majesty’s  Government 
seethe  elements  of  power,  which  only  require 
to  be  combined  in  order  to  secure  for  these 
Provinces,  which  shall  possess  them  all,  a place 
among  the  most  considerable  communities  of 
the  world.  In  the  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  British 
Crown,  of  attachment  to  British  connexon,  and 
of  love  for  British  Institutions,  by  which  all 
these  Provinces  are  animated  alike,  Her  Ma- 
jesty’s Government  recognize  the  bond  by 
which  all  may  be  combined  under  one  Govern- 
ment. Such  an  union  seems  to  Her  Majesty’s 
Government  to  recommend  itself  to  the  Pro 
vinco  on  many  grounds  of  moral  and  material 
advantages — as  giving  a well-found  prospect 
of  improved  administration  and  increased  pros- 
perity. 

But  there  is  one  consideration  which  Her 
Majesty’s  Government  feel  it  more  especially 
their  duty  to  press  upon  the  Legislature  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Looking  to  the  determination 
which  this  country  has  ever  exhibited  to  regard 
the  defence  of  the  colonies  as  a matter  of  Imperi- 
al concein,  the  Colonies  must  recognize  a right 
and  even  acknowledge  an  obligation  incum- 
bent on  the  Home  Government  to  urge  with 
earnestness  and  just  authority  the  measures 
which  they  consider  most  expedient  on  the 
part  of  #ie  Colonists  with  a view  to  their  own 
defence. 

Nor  can  it  be  doubtful  that  the  Provinces  of 
British  North  America  are  incapable,  when 
separate  and  divided  from  each  other,  of  mak- 
ing those  just  and  efficient  preparations  for 
national  defence  which  would  be  easily  uuder- 
taken  by  a Province  uniting  in  itself  all  the 
population  and  all  the  resources  of  the  whole.” 

I will  admit,  for  the  sake  (of  argurhent,  that 
Her  Majesty’s  Government — composed  of  the 
greatest  military  and  political  minds  in  the 
world— which  have  spent  millions  upon  mil-  ' 
lions  in  our  defence,  are  ignorant  upon  the 
subject.  I will  admit  that  the  hon  member’s 
opinion  is  worthy  of  mbre  consideration  than 
theirs;  but  there  is  not  an  intelligent  man  in 
Nova  Scotia  to-day  that  will  not  then  admit  that 
our  successful  defence  rests  on  the  Union  of 
British  North  America.  When  Her  Majesty’s 
Government  have  -arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  this  most  vulnerable  point  in  the  Empire 
'is  only  to  be  placed  in  a position  that  will  ena- 
ble England  to  unite  successfully  with  us  in  the 
defence  of  these  Colonies  by  this  Union— that 
Our  future  security  depends  upon  the  accept- 
ance or  rejection  of  Union— that  this  is  a ques- 
tion of  Imperial  concern,  since  the  honor  and 
integrity  of  the  mother  country  are  involved  in 
the  security  of  every  portion  of  the  Empire; 
when  we  are  told  all  this  by  those  who  have 
the  best  right  to  advise  us,  I ask  the  bon.  mem- 
ber whether  he  has  to  bear  the  first  argument 
in  favor  of  Union— whether  Her  Majesty’s  sub- 
jects on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  should  not  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Parent  State, 
and  adopt  such  a policy  as  will  enabls  her  to 
co-operate  successfully  with  us  in  measures  to 
defend  British  North  America. 

The  hon.  member  rose  to  correct  me  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Intercolonial  Railway.  He  says 
that  railway  should  precede  the  Union.  What 
has  been  the  past  history  of  the  Intercolonial 
Railway?  The  hon.  member  himself  has 
laboured  for  twenty  years  to  obtain  the  con- 


struction of  that  work.  Other  public  men  of 
all  parties  have  exhausted  every  means,  going 
so  far  as  to  place  a burthen  upon  our  shoulders 
beyond  the  capacity  of  the  country  to  bear,  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  railway;  but  all  to 
no  purpose.  Every  scheme  melted  away  like 
the  “ baseless  fabric  of  a vision,”  and  there  is 
not  the  vestige  of  a chance  to  get  an  Intercolo- 
nial Railway  except  by  that  means  that 
secures  Union.  When  the  hon.  member  stated 
that  the  Railway  which  this  Union  will  give  us 
was  essential  to  the  security  of  Halifax,  he 
only  said  what  every  man  feels.  Situated 
as  we  are  in  the  preseoce  of  a gigantic  power, 
the  only  security  that  this  county  can  have  is 
to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  invader  does 
not  trample  dc>,vn  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
330,000  people,  but  of  four  millions  of  freemen 
bound  together  by  the  closest  political  and 
commercial  sympathy,  and  protected  by  the 
greatest  nation  in  the  world.  There  is  not  a 
thoughtful  man  in  this  country,  whatever  may 
be  bis  opinion  as  to  the  advantages  in  indus- 
trial and  commercial  aspects,  who  will  not  feel 
that  as  regards  our  security,  our  immediate 
Union  is  not  only  desirable  but  absolutely 
necessary.  I use  the  term  immediate  uxioir 
with  a full  appreciation  of  its  significance. — 
His  Excellency  has  laid  on  the  table  the 
Despatches  in  relation  to  the  Fisheries.  Is 
there  a member  in  this  House  who  does  not 
feel  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  silence  ot  the 
British  Government  on  the  subject.  The  Im- 
perial Government  have  been  told  that  the 
territorial  rights  of  British  Americans  are 
about  to  be  invaded — that  they  have  every 
reasop  to  believe  that  the  hour  is  approaching 
when  our  soil  is  to  be  desecrated  by  liberties 
being  taken  with  it  by  foreigners.  The  fisher- 
man of  the  United  States  are  fitting  out,  and  in 
the  Senate  of  the  county  public  men  are 
coming  forward  and  saying  that  the  fishermen 
are  determined  to  come  upon  our  fishing 
grounds  and  asking  the  government  to  protect 
them  by  a fleet.  Who  is  there  then,  that  does 
not  feel  the  attitude  which  we  occupy  to-day, 
when  having  implored  Her  Majesty’s  Govern- 
ment months  ago,  for  the  means  of  protecting 
our  territory,  at  this  hour  we  are  unable  to 
put  before  the  House  and  country  the  state- 
ment that  they  are  prepared  to  assume  that 
responsibility  ? The  Imperial  Government  are 
evidently  waiting  to  see  whether  we 
are  prepared  to  adopt  the  advice  which 
she  was  b mnd  in  our  interests  to  offer. — 
They  have  emplored  us  time  and  again  to  com- 
bine a»d  put  ourselves  in  a position  in  which 
they  can  efficiently  defend  us;  and  they  are 
waiting  to  see  whether  we  shall  respect  their 
advice  before  involving  Britain  in  a war  with  a 
great  power.  The  non.  member  for  Richmond 
called  attention  to  the  fact,  that  some  400,000 
desperate  men,  united  by  the  deepest  hatred  of 
British  institutions,  and  assisted  by  the  sym- 
pathy of  a powerful  people,  stand  in  a position 
to  do  everything  that  they  can  to  foster  and 
create  a collision  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  if  they  do  not  attempt  an 
invasion  themselves.  It  is  no  secret  that  that 
organization  have  taken  measures  to  fill  the 
fishing  vessels  with  men  who  are  determined  to 
provoke  collision  between  the  two  countries. 
In  view  of  circumstances  like  these,  is  it  not 
time  for  every  loyal  subiect  to  lay  aside  all 
party  and  {personal  considerations  and  unite 
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for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  rights  and 
liberties  which  we  now  enjoy? 

The  hon.  member  says  that  the  Delegates  are 
bound  to  the  Quebec  scheme.  I shall  be  pre- 
pared to  answer  at  an  early  day  the  question 
put  by  the  hon.  member  for  Richmond,  and  I 
am  only  surprised  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Annand)  should  not  have  awaited  that 
answer  before  addressing  the  house  as  he  has 
to-day.  I tell  the  hon.  member  that  this  was 
the  obligation  that  rested  upon  every  gentle- 
man that  was  engaged  in  that  Quebec  Confer- 
ence; it  was  by  every  constitutional  and 
honorable  means  in  his  power  to  endeavor  to 
bring  about  the  great  results  that  that  scheme 
proposed  to  accomplish.  1 ask  him  what  is  the 
position  of  this  question  to-day?  Has  it  not 
changed  in  its  aspect  since  the  House  was 
called  together  at  this  present  session?  Last 
year  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  people  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  an  overwhelming  majority 
was  returned  opposed  to  the  Quebec  scheme; 
but  what  has  taken  place  since?  No  one  can 
believe  that  so  great  a change  has  suddenly 
taken  place  as  we  know  has  actually  occurred. 
The  fact  is  this;  the  question  was  referred  to 
the  people  at  the  polls;  but  is  there  a man  here 
who  believes  that  the  election  was  decided 
squarely  and  fairly  on  the  question  of  Union? 
No,  the  Government  had  been  in  power  for  ten 
years;  they  had  drawn  upon  themselves  that 
unpopularity  which  all  Governments  must  ex- 
pect to  encounter,  conduct  the  public  affairs  as 
they  may.  The  opponents  of  Confederation, 
combined  with  the  great  body  of  those  who 
were  determined  at  all  hazards  to  have  a 
change  of  government,  and  the  result  was  that 
an  immense  majority  was  apparently  returned 
against  Union  with  Canada.  What  has  occur- 
red since?  This  Government,  thus  brought 
into  power  by  the  action  of  the  people  at  the 
polls,  have  modified  their  opinions  on  Con- 
federation through  the  force  of  circumstances, 
and  influenced  by  the  legitimate  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  British  Government,  have  come 
forward,  and  in  the  Speech  at  the  opening  of 
the  session  propounded  a policy  of  Union  of 
British  North  America.  It  is  not  a matter  of 
doubt  that  whether  a dissolution  takes  place 
or  not,  or  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the 
vote  of  no-confidence  that  has  been  moved, 
and  on  which  a discussion  is  proceeding,  New 
Brunswick  is  prepared  with  an  unanimity  that 
cannot  fail  to  produce  the  deepest  impression 
on  the  mind  of  every  man,  to  come  forward 
and  accept  the  policy  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  accomplish  a Union  of  British  North 
America 

The  hon.  member  took  occasion  to  outline  a 
scheme.  He  has  entirely  abandoned  his 
policy  of  yesterday.  In  the  journal  which  he 
has  seized  for  the  purpose  of  writing  down 
Confederation,  he  has  had  as  many  poli- 
cies on  this  as  he  has  in  relation  to  every- 
thing else,  and  it  is  only  the  other  day  that 
he  took  the  attitude  that  he  and  the  op- 
ponents of  Confederation  would  not  pro- 
pound any  scheme  whatever.  Let  me  invite 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  paragraph 
from  his  paper  which  was  read  by  the  hon. 
member  tor  Inverness,  and  ask  whether  he 
(Mr.  Annand)  has  yet  to  hear  the  first  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  a Union  of  British  North 
America.  On  the  24th  January,  1866,  he  says: 

“ And  what  then?  Are  we  indifferent  to  the 
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future  of  British  America?  Have  we  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  nothing  should  be  done? 
That  we  can  remain  forever  in  our  present  con- 
dition? On  the  contrary,  while  we  claim  that 
these  Colonies,  at  all  events  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces, never  can  be  bettered  by  any  change 
in  their  political  situation,  we  feel  that  they 
cannot,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  always 
continue  as  they  are.  They  may,  it  is  true,  go 
on  for  years,  and  euioy  their  present  prosperi- 
ty, but  after  all  the  time  must  come  when  they 
will  be  required  to  form  new  relations,  whether 
with  each  other  and  the  Mother  Country  will 
largely  depend  upon  the  exercise  of  great  tact, 
wisdom,  and  forethought  on  the  part  both  of 
British  and  Colonial  statesmen.” 

•‘But  it  is  because  we  feel  that  we  must,, 
sooner  or  later,  make  our  choice  between  the 
mother  country  and  the  United  estates,  that  we 
desire  to  see  this  question  of  Colonial  Union, 
now  that  it  is  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
set  at  rest;  it  is  because  we  earnestly  and  fer- 
vently pray  that  our  connexion  with  England, 
instead  of  being  weakened,  shall  be  strength- 
ened, that  we  repeat  the  opinion  uttered  two 
months  ago,  that,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Crown,  a new  Convention  shall  be  held  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  future  of  British 
America—  what  are  to  be  the  relations  of  these 
Provinces  with  each  other,  what  their  relations 
with  the  mother  country,  and  what  guaran- 
tees will  be  required  to  secure  the  unity  o£ 
all.” 

In  the  face  of  this  declaration  made  in  Janu- 
ary last— that  the  time  had  come  when  the 
people  of  this  colony  had  to  chose  between  con- 
nection with  the  United  States  of  British  North 
America  or  connection  with  Great  Britain — 
he  now  undertakes  to  tell  you  that  he  has  yet 
to  hear  the  first  argument  in  favor  of  Union. 

I ask  the  hon.  member  whether  leading 
minds  of  these  Provinces  have  not  assembled 
already  to  confer  on  this  question  of  Union. 

Mr.  Annand— No! 

Dr.  Tupper — Did  not  the  Government  act  in 
good  faith  when  they  undertook  to  deal  with 
the  question,  as  one  entirely  apart  from  party 
politics?  When  they  invited  Mr.  Howe,  Mr. 
Anderson,  Mr.  Locke,  Mr.  Archibald,  and  Mr. 
McCully  to  combine  with  them?  If  there  were 
gentlemen  in  either  end  of  the  Legislature  that 
stood  in  more  deep  and  strong  antagonism  to 
the  present  Government  than  others,  they  were 
the  two  gentlemen  who  co-operated  with  us  oh 
this  great  question.  The  hon.  member  may 
say  we  should  have  selected  him.  Why,  he 
would  not  have  reached  Windsor  before  he 
would  change  his  opinion  half  a dozen  times.— 
(Hear,  hear.)  Why  he  would  have  signed 
his  name  to  a declaration  ol  his  opinions,  and 
repudiated  it  two  months  after.  All  that  could 
be  done  in  the  interests  of  the  people  was  done, 
and  although  the  Quebec  scheme  may  not 
meet  with  general  concurrence,  yet  I believe, 
that  the  interests  of  the  Maritime  Provinces 
were  pressed  to  the  last  point  to  which  they 
could  be  carried  in  an  Intercolonial  Conference, 
and  the  only  means  by  which  an  improvement 
could  be  obtained  would  be  by  some  measure 
that  would  bring  an  independent  arbitrament 
to  bear.  The  hon.  member  has  expressed 
great  respect  for  the  Imperial  Government,  and 
yet  he  degrades  Her  Majesty’s  Ministers  by 
saying  that  men  recognized  as  the  most  honor- 
able and  able  in  the  civilized  world— men  of 


802 


DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


he  most  thorough  education,  calm  judgment, 
and  inflexible  integrity — would  be  mere  child- 
yen  in  the  hands  of  the  Canadian  Delegates. 
He  has  placed  the  statesmen  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces  in  a position  so  contemptible  that  if 
lie  is  to  be  believed  it  would  be  better  that  the 
people  should  throw  themselves  upon  the 
generosity  and  fairness  of  Her  Majesty’s  Gov- 
ernment, than  send  Delegates  who  will  be  so 
insignificant  in  the  presence  of  three  or  four 
Canadians,  and  unable  to  obtain  justice  at  the 
hands  of  the  most  exalted  and  disinterested 
tribunal  in  the  world. 

The  hon.  member  says  li9  is  against  Union 
Of  what  use  will  he  then  bi  in  a Conference? 
His  only  object  would  then  be  to  obstruct  and 
defeat  that  which  is  the  desire  of  the  over- 
whelming body  of  the  people  to-day — to  carry 
out  the  wishes  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government. 
The  hon.  member  holds  a Conference  in  British 
America,  and  then  carries  us  across  the  water, 
and  then  sails  back  again.  Having  got  the 
Conference  to  unite  in  a common  plan — 
and  it  would  take  ninety-nine  years  to 
effect  it  if  the  honorable  member  had  his 
own  way— and  having  obtained  the  acquies- 
cence of  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  he  would 
bring  it  back  for  an  appeal  to  the  people.  I do 
not  intend  to  say  much  just  now  on  this  point. 
I have  most  unswerving  confidence  in  the 
patriotism  and  intelligence  of  the  people  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  of  British  North  America,  but 
I tell  the  hon.  member  as  much  clamour  as  he 
has  raised,  there  is  not  a man  in  this  House 
that  knows  better  than  himself  how  impossi- 
ble it  is  to  get  a direct  verdict  on  a question 
like  this.  The  facts  in  connection  with  New 
Brunswick  prove  that  they  did  not  get  a verdict 
on  Confederation  pure  and  simple.  He  knows 
right  well  that  let  any  government,  I care  not 
of  what  party, even  the  remarkable  government 
of  which  he  was  a member,  go  to  the  country 
and  instead  of  being  able  to  obtain  an  issue  on 
any  measure,  however  loudly  they  may  put  it, 
they  have  to  face  the  opposition  of  every  man 
that  wishes  to  displace  them.  They  have  to 
meet^many  of  their  own  former  friends  and 
supporters  whose  hostility  they  have  provoked 
in  some  paiticular  question.  Is  there  any  one 
here  who  does  not  know  that  were  this  govern- 
ment to  appeal  to  the  people  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Confederation  to-morrrow  so  far 
from  their  getting  an  answer  on  that  question 
they  would  have  to  meet  first  a formidable 
combination  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  gen- 
tlemen opposite  in  power,  and  again,  those  who 
were  supporters  of  the  Administration— and 
thousands  there  are  of  able  and  influen- 
tial supporters  so  situated— entirely  at  vari- 
ance with  them  on  the  great  question  of 
Assessment  for  educational  purposes.  — 
Therefore  I would  defy  you  in  that 
way  to  get  a verdict,  but  I am  not 
going  into  that  question  now.  No  gentle- 
man who  was  here  in  the  first  session  of 
the  House  (1864)  would  dare  to  say  that  it  is 
unconstitutional  for  the  Parliament  to  change 
the  constitution.  They  recorded  a resolution 
by  unanimous  consent  on  the  journals  of  this 
Legislature  which  authorized  the  charge  of  our 
Constitution  without  any  reference  to  the 
people  whatever.  I moved  the  resolution  my- 
•eli ; it  authorized  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
this  Province,  in  conjunction  with  the  Govern- 


ments of  the  other  provinces,  to  appoint  Dele- 
gates for  the  purpose  6f  devising  a scheme  of 
Legislative  Union  for  the  Maritime  Colonies. 
There  is  not  a man  who  does  not  know  that 
this  proposition  was  for  a more  extreme  change 
in  the  constitution  of  this  country  than  the  one 
now  proposed. The  Quebec!  scheme  proposes 
to  leave  to  Nova  Scotia  her  own  Government 
and  Parliament  as  far  as  local  questions  are 
concerned,  and  to  have1  a General  Parliament 
wi:h  general  powers  in  reference  to  matters 
common  to  all  the  Provinces ; but  the  resolution 
of  1864  was  to  surrender  the  entire  constitution 
of  the  country,  and  ta^e  away  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment, in  all  probability,  from  Nova  Scotia 
and  place  it  in  New  Brunswick,  or  wherever  it 
might  be  agreed  upon  It  provided  that  scheme 
of  Legislative  Union  should  go  into  operation 
and  become  law — not  when  it  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  people — but  the  consent  of  the 
Provincial  Legislatures,  and  Her  Majesty’s 
approval.  With  that  resolution  recorded  on 
our  journals  is  there  a man  who  can  presume  to 
rise  here  and  say  that  it  is  unconstitutional!  for 
the  Parliament  of  the  country  to  change  the 
constitution  without  an  appeal  to  the  people. 

Mr.  McLelan — The  hon.  gentlemen  knows 
that  the  vote  was  not  taken  on  the  proviso  that 
the  resolution  should  not  be  entered  “ unani- 
mously” in  the  journals. 

Dr  Tdpper.  Every  gentleman  who  did  not 
record  his  name  against  the  resolution  is  com- 
mitted clearly  to  the  proposition  which  it  con- 
tains The  hon.  member  for  Kichmond  (Mr. 
Miller)  took  exception  to  allowing  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  entered  “ unanimously,”  b t it  was  on 
different  ground  He  was  not  in  favor  of  the 
proposed  union — he  preferred  the  larger  one ; 
but  he  did  not  take  exception  to  the  resolution 
as  embodying  an  unconstitutional  principle. 

Mr.  McLelan — I was  opposed  to  the  resolu- 
tion, but  I did  not  explain  it  at  the  time. 

Dr.  Topper — Then  P e hon.  member  is  ra- 
ther late.  What  will  his  constituents  think  of  a 
member  who  said  nothing  on  an  important 
constitutional  question,  apd  three  years  after 
comes  forward  and  says  he  was  opposed  to  it1* 

The  hon  member  for  East  Halifax  went  on  to 
say  that  when  he  was  in  England  be  saw  there 
existed  a great  desire  to  get  rid  of  these  colonies. 
I was  a'so  in  England  at  the  same  time  the  hon. 
member  was  there.  He  will  admit  that  I had 
as  many  opportunities  as  he  of  meeting,  and  as- 
certaining the  opinions  of,  the  statesmen;  and 
people  of  England, from  the  present  distinguished 
Premier  down  to  the  humblest  person.  I am 
proud  to  say,  that  if  that  hon.  member  came 
away  with  the  belief  that  there  was  a general 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  government  and  the 
press,  and  leading  men  among  the  people,  that 
England  should  part  with  these  colonies,  he 
brought  back  with  him  an  impression  totally  at 
variance  with  those  that  other  gentlemen,  either 
from  this  or  the  adjoining  Province,  received 
during  their  visit  There  is  no  question  that 
there  is  a party  in  the  House  of  Commons,  fa« 
miliarly  kno  wn  as  ths  Cobden  and  Bright  party, 
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sustained  by  such  doctrinaries  as  Goldwin  Smith* 
who  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  their  policy  is 
to  get  rid  of  these  Colonies,  and  I will  tell  you 
who  strengthen  their  haads — feeble  as  thej  were 
shewn  to  be  wbea  they  were  struck  down  by 
the  independent  action  of  the  Palmerston  Minis- 
try, who  unhesitatingly  declared  that  thei  s was 
not  the*  policy  of  the  British  government  and 
people.  It  is  the  hon.  gentieman  himself  who 
is  now  giving  weight  to  that  party  It  is  the 
press  and  people  of  this  country  who  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  they  are  prepared  to  treat 
with  contempt  and  derision  the  parental  advice 
of  the  Ministers  of  England,  given  for  the  bene* 
fit  of  the  colonies  themselves  The  only  danger 
is,  it  these  gentlemen  are  powerful  enough  to 
obstruct  the  union  of  the  Provinces,  and  leave 
it  doubtful  to  the  British  Parliament  whether 
we  do  do  or  do  not  desire  to  have  connection 
with  the  Crown  of  the  mother  country. 

The  hon.  member  for  Richmond  called  atten- 
tion to  the  significant  fact  that  the  New  York 
Etrald  stated  lhat  the  object  of  the  Fenian  or 
ganization  was  to  prevent  a Union  of  British 
North  America.  You  find  that  journal  inepir 
ed  by  the  utmost  contempt  of  British  institu- 
tions, holding  the  Fenian  organization  up  to  the 
support  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  and 
telling  them  that  the  opponents  of  Confedera- 
tion deserve  their  confidence  because  their  poli 
cy  is  a United  States  policy,  and  that  it  is  to 
weaken  the  connection  between  the  Crown  and 
the  Colonies  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  quite  ap- 
parent that  the  d fficulties  that  have  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  policy  approved  and 
urged  upon  us  by  the  British  government  have 
led  the  press  of  the  United  States  to  suppose 
that  the  reason  why  these  Colonies  have  re 
fused  to  accept  this  policy  is  because  they  pre- 
fer Annexation  to  the  American  Republic  to  re- 
taining the  present  connection  with  the  mother- 
country.  I say  therefore  that  the  hon  mem- 
ber never  misrepresented  the  public  more  gross- 
ly than  wh^en  he  declared  that  there  is  anything 
like  a pervading  desire  in  Great  Britain  to  get 
rid  of  these  Colonies  Go  to  the  Ministry,  the 
Parliament,  and  the  Press —every  thing  by 
which  the  public  sentiment  can  be  guaged — and 
you  will  find  that  it  is  in  favour  of  keeping  up 
the  connection  and  preventing  the  digDity  of 
the  Crown  being  tarnished  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree. 

Where  is  the  man  in  this  House  or  country 
that  will  sustain  the  policy  which  he  propounds 
in  opposition  to  this  proposed  union.  The  ques- 
tion of  representation  in  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment was  propounded  on  the  floors  of  this  House 
with  an  ability  and  an  eloquence  such  as  the 
hon  member  himself  knows  he  has  not  the 
slightest  pretension  to  He  knows  it  was  piit 
forth  in  the  most  attractive  manner  that  it  whs 
possible  to  put  it,  but  it  fell  stilt-born  upon  the 
intelligent  minds  of  this  country,  and  never  re- 
ceived ihe  slightest  favour  iu  Nova  Scotia  or  any 
other  part  of  British  North  America.  He 
knows  it  was  only  a few  years  ago  that  the 
same  eloquent  speeches  were  reprinted  and  put 
before  the  public  of  England,  and  down 


to  the  present  hour  not  a man,  with  the  slight* 
est  pretension  to  statesmanship,  has  been 
disposed  to  give  it  a word  of  encouragement* 
I ask,  then  in  the  presence  of  the  grave  emer- 
gency,— of  the  dangers  that  threaten  British 
America— when  everything  we  hold  dear  is 
imperilled,  is  this  the  time  to  revive  a project 
which  has  never  obtained  any  favour  among 
the  people  of  this  country  ? This  same  gentle- 
man who  considers  that  19  of  the  ablest  men 
that  this  Province  can  send  to  Ottawa  would  be 
powerless  (though  they  would  constitute  a 
number  greater  thaD  is  found  necessary  to  decide 
the  fate  of  parties  in  England),  would  be  satis- 
fied with  two  votes  i a Parliament  of  650  mem- 
bers. Suppose  we  had  such  a representation,  I 
ask  you  is  it  for  that  Nova  Scotians  would  be 
prepared  to  place  the  enormous  and  oppressive 
taxation  upon  the  shoulders  that  would  be  re- 
quired to  sustain  the  army  and  navy  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  expenses  of  any  wars  in  which 
the  mother  country  might  be  engaged  ? 

When  on  a former  occasion  I confronted  the 
hon.  member  with  the  statement  that  the  Reci- 
procity Treaty  was  about  to  be  abrogated,  the 
country  will  remember  that  he  entertained  no 
such  fears  Well  the  hon  member  has  proved 
a false  prophet,  for  the  treaty  has  been  abro- 
gated The  hon  member  now  tells  you  that 
the  United  States  t^o  no-  want  these  Provinces. 
I do  not  require  to  lab  iur  that  question.  He 
tells  you  himself  that  tho  United  States,  if  they 
could  grasp  this  Province,  would  become  the 
first  Naval  Power  in  the  world — able  to  dictate 
terms  to  the  world.  Does  he  think  that  eludes 
the  scrutiny  of  the  keenest  statesmen  to  be 
fqund  in  that  country — whose  policy  is  to  grasp 
where  they  can  gain  a foothold  and  expend  their 
dominion.  Therefore  I ask  the  hon.  member 
if  he  h«s  not  himself  show  n you  that  there  is 
sufficient  inducement  for  the  United  States  to 
obtain  these  Colonies;  and  I do  not  require  to 
take  up  your  time  with  showing  that  the  only 
means  we  have  of  resisting  their  encroachments 
is  Union.  Therefore  let  every  friend  of  British 
institutions,  every  loyal  subject,  every  man 
who  is  not  willing  to  see  our  rights  and  privi- 
leges torn  from  us  combine  in  this  great  work 
of  elevating  these  comparatively  insignificant 
Provinces  into  a higher  position  in  the  eyes  of 
America  and  of  perpetuating  those  institutions 
which  are  essential  to  our  happiness  and  pros- 
perity. 

I shall  refer,  before  I close,  to  a few  remarks 
which  the  hon  member  has  made  in  another  place. 
He  has  taken  a liberty  with  this  house,  and 
proclaimed  to  the  people  that  there  are  traitors 
within  its  walls — that  there  are  men  who  have 
treasonable  designs  upon  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  country.  He  would  hold  up  gentle- 
men io  the  execration  of  the  people  by  one  in- 
flammatory publication  after  the  other  I am 
now  going  to  make  a statement  which  other- 
wise I would  not  feel  called  upon  to  make.  The 
hon  member  for  Richmond,  in  the  exerci  e of 
his  p ivileges  as  an  independent  member  of  this 
house,  put  a question  across  the  floor  to  the  go- 
vernment in  regard  to  one  of  the  most  impor- 
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tant  subjec's  that  was  ever  before  the  people.  I 
answered  as  I best  could  in  the  position  in 
which  I was  placed.  I listened  to  the  hon. 
member  a9  he  spoke,  and  although  I was  un- 
able to  agree  with  him  in  his  opinions  respect- 
ing one  of  my  pet  children,  the  Quebec  scheme, 

I felt  there  was  a cogency  of  argument,  a rea- 
sonableness and  solidity  in  the  case  as  presented 
to  the  house,  that  could  not  but  make  a deep 
impression  on  the  people  of  this  country.  The 
hon  member  gave  in  detail  every  thought  and 
feeling  which  he  stated  has  weighei  upon  his 
own  mind,  and  which  had  brought  him  to  his 
conclusions  I am  not  his  judge;  I know  not 
what  may  animate  him  ; I am  quite  free  to  ad- 
mit that  a gentleman  may  profess  one  thing  and 
may  be  influenced  by  considerations  very  differ- 
ent to  those  which  he  portrays  to  the  house;  I can 
easily  suppose  that  possible  after  the  exhibition 
we  have  had  to  day ; but  justice  to  the  hon. 
member  for  Richmond  compels  me  notwith- 
standing the  strong  antagonism  that  has  ex- 
isted between  usj  to  say  here  solemnly  and  de- 
liberately that  if  he  was  influenced  by  any  con- 
sideration other  than  that  he  stated  boldly  to 
the  House,  it  was  without  my  knowledge 
If  he  was  looking  to  place— -to  a position  in  any 
delegation  that  might  take  place  hereafter,  he 
has  not  intimated  it  to  me.  I do  not  know  of 
it ; I am  free  to  assert  that  he  has  never  ex 
changed  a single  word  with  me  to  that  effect, 
nor  has  he  down  to  the  present  hour.  I feel 
after  the  manner  in  which  that  hon  gentleman 
has  been  assailed,  it  is  due  to  this  House  that  I 
should  make  this  statement.  But  from  whom 
does  th  s charge  of  treason  come  ? Who  is  the 
first  man  to  suspect  dishonesty  in  his  fellow? 
The  man  who  is  himself  dishonest ! Who  is 
capable  of  giving  the  fullest  rein  to  the  basest 
suspicions  ? The  man  whose  own  heart  tells 
him  that  he  could  he  tempted  ! Whoever  there 
is  in  this  House  in  a position  to  accuse  any  of 
his  fellow  men  of  being  a traitor,  it  is  not  the 
hon.  member  for  East  Halifax.  I tell  him  at 
this  moment  the  public  sentiment  of  this  town, 
as  well  as  of  this  House,  is  outraged  by  the 
traitorous  declaration  made  by  that  hon.  mem- 
ber in  the  open  streets  in  the  presence 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell.— Order,  order. 

Dr  Tupper.  — Was  it  a violation  of  the  orders 
of  this  House  when  the  hon.  member  rose  here 
to  day  and  insinuated  that  the  hon  member  for 
Richmond  had  been  bribed  ? 

Mr.  Ann  and  — I never  said  on  the  floors  of 
this  House  that  an  hon  member  had  been  the 
subject  of  a base  bribe. 

Dr.  1 upper. — Notcdy  could  put  any  other 
interpretation  on  the  statement  he  made  I say 
if  there  is  an  hon.  member  in  this  House  who 
ia  not  in  a position  to  charge  any  man  with  dis 
loyalty , it  is  the  hon  member  I tell  him  more  ; 
he  is  known  to  have  reflected  the  opinions  of 
other<gentlemen — to  be  in  close  alliance  with 
those  who  have  occupied  positions  of  public 
trust— who  have  recently  returned  from  the 
United  States;  and  the  most  intelligent  minds 
in  this  country  are  deeply  excited  at  the  present 
moment  hy  the  fact  that  these  persons  have 


openly  declared  that  it  is  impossible  for  Great 
Britain  to  defend  us.  They  feel  that  if  they  can 
indoctrinate  the  public  mind  with  the  senti- 
ment that  the  safety  of  these  Provinces  lies  in 
transferring  their  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  the  loyalty  of  our  people  will  be  paralyzed 
by  despair.  Is  it  for  these  men,  for  a Press 
which  reflects  their  opinions,  to  accuse  any  hon. 
member  of  being  a traitor  ? Sir  the  loyal 
spirit  of  my  countrymen  will  repel  such  base 
and  unmanly  fears,  and  united  with  each  other 
find  a safe  position  for  these  Provinces  under 
the  aegis  of  the  British  Crown. 

Mr.  Ann  and— After  the  lengthy  reply  of  the 
hon.  Provincial  Secretary,  in  which  he  exhibi- 
ted a good  deal  of  temper  unprovoked  on  my 
past,  it  will  be  necessary  f<?r  me  to  make  a few 
remarks.  That  hon.  gentleman  has  referred  to 
an  orginzation  in  this  city  with  traitorous  in- 
tent. 

Dr.  Tupper — I said  no  such  thing;  I referr- 
ed to  traitorous  language  being  used  on  the 
streets. 

Mr.  Annand — Gentlemen,  he  said,  of  high 
position  were  endeavoring  to  weaken  the  allegi- 
ance of  this  people  to  the  mother  country.  I 
ask  the  hon.  member  in  view  of  the  dangers 
that  he  says  threatens  the  country— in  the 
presence  of  the  existing  emergency  when  men 
of  all  parties,  in  all  parts  of  the  country  are 
arming  to  resist  the  common  foe,  if  it  is  right 
for  him  to  come  forward  to  make  these  rash 
statements.  The  people  have  become  so  exas- 
perated at  the  idea  of  their  privileges  being 
swept  away,  that  they  are  almost  ready  to  come 
into  conflict  with  those  who  would  deprive  them 
of  their  rights.  Is  this,  then,  the  time  to  excite 
the  people,  when  you  require  moderation  and 
calmness?  The  hon  member  says  that  the 
town  has  been  excited  by  observations  made  on 
the  street  In  the  first  place,  I did  not  believe 
that  any  bon.  member,  much  less  the  hon.  Pro- 
vincial Secretary,  could  allow  himself  for  a sin- 
gle moment  to  biing  up  street  rumours  to  this 
house.  But  what  are  the  facts?  An  old  and 
esteemed  friend  of  my  own — who  differs  from 
me  on  this  question— met  me  at  the  corner  of 
the  street,  and  a good  deal  excited  uttered  some 
very  extravagant  opinions — that  the  people 
should  be  coerced  into  Confederation;  and  I,  in 
the  spirit  ofout-Heroding  Herod  uttered  expres- 
sions that  may  be  construed  into  disloyalty,  but 
which  passed  away  with  the  moment  they  were 
uttered.  I say  the  expression  was  a hasty  one 
— it  was  drawn  forth  by  equally  hasty  expres- 
sions; and  I may  add  I regret  that  it  was  ever 
made. 

The  hon  gentleman  referred  to  the  inconsis- 
tency of  my  position.  He  charged  me  with 
being  a weather  cock.  I am  prepared  to  say 
that  in  the  presence  of  this  great  question  my 
own  views,  like  those  of  many  others,  have 
been  considerably  modified  The  views  that 
I entertain  to  day  may  be  modified  as  those  of 
the  Provincial  Secretary  himself  to-morrow, 
before  any  decision  on  'his  question  is  arrived 
at.  But  I challenge  him.  in  the  presence  of 
his  House  and  country,  to  read  from  any  resolu- 
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tion  passed  in  the  House  under  a former  Go- 
vernraent,  or  from  any  despatch  emanating 
from  the  late  Government,  of  which  I was  a 
member,  that  commits  me  to  Union  with 
Canada  I might  refer  to  these  papers,  but  I 
shall  content  myself  at  present  with  challenging 
the  bon.  member  to  show  that  there  was  a 
member  on  either  side  ot  the  House  who  was 
committed  to  any  particular  scheme  of  Union, 
Legislative  or  Federal,  by  the  resolution  to 
which  he  referred.  What  was  the  object  of  the 
resolution  at  that  time  ! It  proposed  a delega 
tion  should  be  held  with  representatives  ot  the 
several  provinces  to  consider  the  question  with 
a view  of  its  being  set  at  rest.  It  was  consider- 
ed, but  so  little  noticed  was  it  by  the  delegates 
at  Quebec  that  a record  was  not  even  kept  of 
the  proceedings  relative  thereto.  It  was  set 
at  rest — no  one  being  bound  by  any  resolution. 

The  hon.  gentleman  has  carried  us  to  New 
Brunswick  and  talked  of  the  change  of  senti- 
ment in  that  colony.  I have  to  learn  that  the 
people  of  that  province  are  in  favour  of  Con* 
federation—  or  that  they  are  prepared  to  unite 
on  any  terms  with  Canada.  I beiieve  that 
they  are  not.  My  view  of  the  position  is  this — 
that  the  Government  being  composed  of  anta- 
gonistic elements  does  not  unite  the  confidence 
of  the  people;  bur.  as  respects  the  Quebec 
scheme  the  people,  I believe,  are  as  much  op- 
posed >o  it  as  ever  before  But  let  us  pass  from 
New  Brunswick  to  our  own  Province,  and 
what  do  we  see.  What  have  we  had  in 
this  country  since  the  question  came  up  We 
have  bad  three  elections?  Has  any  one  of  them 
Wecided  in  favour  ot  Confederation?  of  the 
Quebec  or  any  other  scheme  ? I see  before  me 
the  hon  member  for  Annapolis,  (Mr.  Ray)  who 
occupies  the  seat  filled  by  the  late  leader  of  the 
Government,  was  he  returned  to  go  for  the 
scheme?  Nay,  was  he  not  elected  to  oppose  it? 
Again,  there  is  my  friend  Mr.  Hebb,  from  Lu- 
nenburg, who,  in  spite  of  the  Provincial  Secre- 
tary’s exertions,  was  returned  by  a two-third 
majority  against  Confederation.  Again  : in  the 
county  of  Yarmouth  the  government  could  not 
get  a man  to  run  for  them— the  feeling  there  is 
almost  unanimous  against  Confederation.  Every 
constituency  that  has  been  opened  since  the 
Quebec  scheme  was  propounded,  has  decided 
agaiost  it,  and  with  the  full  knowledge  that 
nine  tenths  of  the  electors  of  this  Province  are 
opposed  to  Union,  we  are  invited  to  change  the 
constitution  of  the  country  without  an  kppeal  to 
the  people.  I am  willing  to  as  ume  that  we 
may  be  compelled  by  circumstances  to  accept 
some  scheme  of  union,  and  my  object  in  such 
an  event  is  not  to  thwart  any  reasonable  wishes 
that  Her’ Majesty’s  Government  may  have  on 
the  subject,  but  to  point  out  the  best  mode  of 
arriving  at  a result  t at  will  be  less  objectiona 
ble  to  the  people  of  the  Province  than  the  Que- 
bec scheme.  But  this  is  not  the  time ; the 
question  is  not  sufficiently  understood,  and  the 
people  are  not  prepared  for  ifa  acceptance. 

The  hon.  member  has  referred  to  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway.  I have  under  my  hand  the 
speeches  made  by  the  Canadian  ministers  last 


year  in  discussing  this  question.  Do  we  not  all 
know  that  whilst  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns- 
wick desired  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  and  were 
ready  to  fulfil  their  part  of  the  obligation, 
the  Canadians  on  two  occasions  shipwreck- 
ed the  great  scheme.  These  gentlemen  would 
now  give  us  an  Intercolonial  Railway,  provided 
that  they  can  couple  it  w ith  Confederation  ? 
Does  it  follow  that  a union  of  the  Provinces  is 
necessary  before  the  Railway  can  be  built? 
We  know  it  is  not. 

We  know  that  the  sense  of  the  people  is 
against  all  union  with  Canada.  We  all  know 
the  character  of  the  public  men  that  have  been 
dominant  in  that  country  for  very  many  years. 
We  know  that  the  money  of  the  country  has 
been  corruptly  squandered  by  hundreds  of 
thousands— ihat  they  have  proved  themselves 
unworthy  of  all  confidence  by  their  action  in 
respect  to  the  Intercolonial  Railway.  The  hon. 
geDtU  men  talks  about  traitors,  but  let  me  turn 
yonr  attention  to  the  character  of  some  of  his 
Canadian  friends,  members  of  the  government 
in  that  province.  We  find  one  of  the  leading 
spirits  an  expatriated  rebel ; another,  the  At- 
torney General,  had  been  found  in  rebellion  with 
arms  in  his  hands ; the  Minister  of  Finance  was 
at  one  time  openly  charged  with  Annexation 
proclivities  ; and  another  gentleman  is  said  to 
be  looking  towards  ashington.  And  these  are 
the  loyal  men  who  are  to  govern  this  country 
in  the  event  of  Confederation  ! With  the  re* 
presentation  this  Province  will  have,  with  the 
tremendous  influence  that  the  Canadians  will 
exercise— I would  just  as  soon  go  into  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament  with  only  two  Representatives. 
There  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  might  expect 
to  obtain  some  justice,  for  their  representatives 
would  be  speakiug  to  a body  of  noble  men,  ani- 
mated by  a high  sense  ot  honor  and  justice; 
while  at  Ottawa  you  would  be  speaking  to  cor- 
rupt men,  some  of  whose  arms  have,  it  is  said 
been  pluDged  up  to  their  elbows  in  the  public 
chest. 

The  hon  member  said  that  both  sides  of  this 
house  were  represented  at  the  Quebec  Conven- 
tion. I think  differently.  The  Liberal  and 
Conservative  sides  were  represented,  but  not 
the  two  great  parties  which  on  this  great  ques- 
tion divide  the  people  of  this  country.  My  de- 
sire is,  in  the  event  of  a new  Convention,  not  to 
see  this  house  represented  as  to  its  political  pro- 
clivities, but  in  respect  to  the  position  of  the 
question  ot  Confederation  in  this  province.  Will 
the  * afclest.statesmen”  of  British  North  Ame- 
rica say  that  this  question  is  not  now  better  un- 
derstood than  when  they  met  at  Que- 
bec ? Will  they  say  that  their  ability 
is  so  great  that  they  were  able  in 
the  midst  of  exhaustive  festivities,  to  have  a 
perfect  constitution  for  these  Provinces?  They 
might  give  themselves  that  credit,  but  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  do  not.  This  question  should 
not  be  dealt  with  hastily..  There  is  no  neces- 
sity why  his  scheme  should  be  forced  upon 
the  people;  if  it  is  to  come,  let  it  come 
quietly  ; let  the  public  mind  be  educated  up  to 
it ; but  if  you  do  not  wish  to  make  this  country 
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a second  Ireland,  to  bring  these  Provinces  into 
inextricable  troubles,  do  not  force  Union  upon 
them.  I believe  the  people  might  be  educated 
to  accept  a scheme  of  Union  if  it  was  just.  I 
believe,  influenced  by  a desire  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  British  government,  they  are 
ready  to  make  large  sacrifices ; but  to  force  the 
measure  upon  them  without  their  consent  would 
be  a grave|  and  fatal  mistake.  It  would  be 
fatal  to  the  success  of  that  Union  which  gentle 
mon  are  so  anxious  to  bring  about.  We  know 
how  the  Irish  Union  was  accomplished,  but  I 
trust  no  such  influences  will  prevail  in  this 
country.  I can  suppose  a majority  of  this 
House  prepired  to  accept  Union,,  but  unless 
they  have  the  people  behind  them,  any  measure 
they  might  pass  would  not  be  worth  the  paper 
on  which  it  was  written.  You  must  carry  with 
you  the  sentiment  of  (he  people  Even  if  you 
are  entirely  wrong  on  the  question  you  should 
defer  to  their  prejudices  and  give  them  time  to 
consider  the  subject  calmly  and  deliberately,  but 
not  to  force  it  upon  them  at  all  hazards. 

Hon.  Attorney  General — I am  curious  to 
know  why  the  hon.  member  has  occupied  so 
much  time  to-day  Why  should  he  wish  to 
define  his  position  ! 

Mr.  Annand. — The  hon  member  for  Inver- 
ness made  especial  reference  to  me  the  other 
day. 

Hon.  Attorney  General—  Why  could  not 
the  hon  gentleman  wait  until  the  question  came 
up  legitimately?  Why  all  th  s anxiety  on  his 
part?  If  1 know  anything  about  th  hon.  mem- 
ber his  position  was  defined  before,  or  it  remains 
undefined  now.  He  did  not  utter  a single  new 
idea  that  I have  not  seen  in  his  own  paper  time 
and  again  I cannot  understand  his  course  un- 
less he  feels  that  his  position  is  untenable.  I 
will  only  say  at  present  that  it  looks  to  me  very 
much  as  if  the  hon.  gentleman  all  along  had 
this  < bject  in  view:  only  wait,  says  he,  until 
three  or  four  of  us  who  have  been  opposing 
Union  can  be  convinced  by  some  means  or  oth- 
er, then  we  are  all  right.  That  is  the  substance 
of  the  hon.  member’s  remarks.  If  two  or  three 
gentlemen  could  only  be  induced  to  assist  the 
friends  of  Union,  then  there  will  be  no  difficul- 
ty about  a reference  to  the  people. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mr.  0,  J Campbell  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill  in  reference  to  Church  property, 
but  consented  to  withdraw  the  motion  for  the 
present,  *.t  tne  urgent  request  of  Mr.  Archibald, 
who  wished  to  wait  the  presence  of  Mr.  Blan* 
chard. 

Mr.  Long  ley  presented  a petition  in  favor  of 
assessment  for  the  support  of  schools. 

||Mr  Annand  presented  a petition  on  the 
subject  of  a Way  Office. 

Hon.  Mr  Shannon  brought  in  a bill  to  amend 
the  Act  to  incorporate  the  Governors  of  Kings* 
College,  Windsor. 

The  house  then  adjonrned. 

Friday,  April  6. 

The  house  met  at  3 o’clock. 


petitions  and  bills. 

Mr.  Hebb  presented  a petition  from  Chester, 
requesting  that  the  Court  of  Sessions  remain  as 
at  present. 

Mr.  John  Campbell  presented  a petition 
from  the  Liverpool  Bridge  Company,  in  refer- 
ence to  their  charter. 

Mr.  Pryor,  as  a Militia  Officer,  introduced  a 
bill  to  amend  the  existing  Militia  Law. 

Also  a bill  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  Zion 
Church,  Halifax. 

The  house  then  went  into  Committee  on  bills, 
and  passed  the  School  Bill. 

THE  FISHERIES. 

Mr.  Ross  called  attention  to  the  unprotected 
state  of  the  Fisheries  on  the  east  coast  of  Cape 
Breton.  He  said  that  the  extent  of  the  coast  was 
about  one  hundred  miles.  On  the  20t:>  of  last 
month,  as  he  had  been  informed,  the  fishing- 
grounds  had  been  visited  by  Atherican  fisher- 
men. He  thought  that  every  exertion  ought  to 
be  made  to  ensure  the  protection  of  these  grounds 
from  intrusion. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  expressed  gratification  at 
having  received  the  information  which  had  been 
given. 

THE  EDUCATIONAL  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  3d  reading  cf  the  bill  for 
the  better  encouragement  of  education,  Mr.  S. 
Campbell  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  protest 
against  the  clause  imposing  a tax  of  30  cents  a 
head  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  various  counties. 
He  moved  that  the  bill  be  re-committed,  for  the 
purpose  of  substituting  20  for  30  cents. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  the  adoption  of 
such  a motion  would  seriously  cripple  the  mea- 
sure. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  seconded  Mr.  Campbell’s 
motion.  He  expressed  himself  in  favour  of  a re- 
duction of  the  tax,  and  said  that  the  bill  of  last 
year  had  given  general  satisfaction,  and  instead 
of  going  further  with  a policy  which  had  aroused 
hostility  to  the  cause  ot  Education,  he  thought  a 
different  course  should  be  pursued.  This  mea- 
sure had  been  very  ingeniously  placed  before  the 
house  by  the  Committee,  but  no  attempt  should 
be  made  to  force  any  obnoxious  provisions  upon 
the  people.  He  admitted  that  the  State  should 
take  charge  of  the  education  of  its  people  so  far 
as  to  give  to  every  child  instruction  in  reading 
and  writing,  but  the  operation  of  the  law  was 
such  as  to  force  a man  to  give  to  his  neighbour’s 
children  a first-class  education  sufficient  to  qua- 
lify them  for  any  of  the  learned  professions. — 
The  deficiency  caused  by  the  proposed  reduction 
could  be  made  up  by  an  additional  grant  from 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Jost  expressed  himself  opposed  to  the 
clause.  He  had  not  voted  against  it  previously, 
being  under  the  impression  that  some  modifica- 
tion would  be  made. 

Mr.  Tobin  remarked  that  the  deficiency  caused 
by  the  change  proposed  would  have  to  be  made 
up  by  sectional  assessment. 

Mr.  McDonnell  replied  that  the  provincial 
grant  could  be  increased. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  the  bill  had  gone 
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as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  go  so  far  as  the  Pro- 
vincial grant  was  concerned. 

Mr.  McDonnel  said  that  an  indirect  tax  would 
be  better  than  a direct  assessment,  such  as  that 
proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hebb  said  that  after  listening  carefully  to 
the  discussion,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  would  be  a good  thing  if  the  bill  were  not 
only  crippled  but  thrown  out.  He  concurred  in 
the  remarks  made  in  reference  to  the  operation 
of  the  bill.  There  were  three  classes  whose  in- 
terests should  be  considered— the’  rich,  the  poor, 
and  the  middling  class.  Among  the  latter  were 
the  labouring  classes,  who  were  the  bone  and 
sinew  of;  the  country.  The  government  seemed 
determined  to  press  the  bill,  notwithstanding 
that  three  fourths  of  the  country  were  opposed 
to  it.  The  Pro,  Secy.,  he  said,  had  remarked 
that  the  indirect  tax  would  be  an  onerous  impo- 
sition. He  would  presently  show  that  the  tax 
imposed  by  the  bill  was  exceedingly  onerous. — 
The  hon.  member  for  Halifax,  Mr.  Tobin,  had 
referred  to  the  fishing  interests— the  fishermen 
were  a class  of  whom  no  representative  need  be 
ashamed.  At  the  present  time  they  were  prepa- 
ring to  leave  their,  homes  in  pursuit  of  their  call- 
ing, they  would  return  with  large  quantities  of 
fish,  and  they  contributed  largely  to  the  reveune. 
What  was  the  operation  of  the  bill  upon  this 
class  of  persons  'i  They  had  to  take  with  them 
on  their  expeditions  their  little  sons,  and  the 
children  who  remained  behind  were  required  to 
assist  arthome,  and  could  not  be  sent  to  school; 
notwithstanding  this,  the  tax-gatherer  would  re- 
gularly come  round  and  levy  upon  his  property 
for  the  school-rates.  The  same  thing  occurred 
with  the  lumberman,  whose  property  was  levied 
upon  after  the  expenditure  of  his  toil  and  labor. 
The  farmer  also,  who  desired  to  improve  his 
property,  required  the  assistance  of  his  sons  in 
the  field,  while  his  neighbor,  who  cared  nothing 
about  the  condition  of  his  farm,  could  afford  to 
keep  his  children  in  idleness  and  to  educate 
them  at  the  expense  of  others.  It  should  be  re- 
membered that  gentlemen  composing  the  Legis- 
lature were  public  servants,  paid  to  enact  such 
laws  as  would  be  agreeable  to  the  people.  If 
they  failed  to  make  such  laws  they  might  be 
treated  like  the  traveller  who  was  turned  out  of 
the  inn  for  making  too  free  with  what  was  set 
before  him.  Attempts  had  been  made  to  adopt 
the  system  of  compulsory  assessment  in  reference 
to  church  support,  but  these  had  completely  fail- 
ed. The  policy  hitherto  adopted  was  like  that 
of  a man  who  wore  shoes  an  inch  too  short  for 
him  when  he  could  get  a pair  of  the  proper  size 
for  the  same  price.  These  were  the  reasons  why 
he  advocated  indirect  taxation  for  the  support 
of  schools,  by  which  the  burden  became  so  light 
as  scarcely  to  be  felt.  Many  persons  in  the  coun- 
try lived  upon  property  for  which  they  had  to 
pay  largely  in  the  way  of  interest  to  wealthy  in- 
dividuals, and  parties  found  it  difficult  already  to 
meet  the  eharges  for  poor  and  county  and  church 
rates,  statute  labor,  &c.,  and  the  school  tax  add- 
ed to  these  became  exceedingly  onerous.  When 
such  a principle  as  the  bill  contained  was  adopt- 
ed, it  could  no  'onger  be  said  that  this  was  a 


free  country.  His  colleague  having  remarked 
that  the  state  of  Education  was  greatly  improved 
in  Lunenburg  county,  under  the  operation  of  the 
existing  law,  he  would  say  that  in  the  town  of 
Lunenburg  there  was  now  the  best  school  that 
had  ever  existed  there,  but  it  had  been  organized 
in  anticipation  of  the  tax  not  yet  collected.— 
Outside  of  the  town  one  half  the  school-houses 
were  shut  up,  while  in  other  parts  schools  were 
carried  on  by  female  teachers.  He  was  aston- 
ished to  hear  his  colleague,  who,  a few  weeks  ago 
had  told  the  people  that  he,  Mr.  Hebb,  would 
be  a disgrace  to  him,  if  elected/undertaking  to 
make  the  statement  that  the  schools  had  prosper- 
ed under  the  new  law.  He  thought  that  if  the 
Government  would  offer  to  make  a reasonable 
grant  to  each  county  that  would  raise  a certain 
sum  for  educational  purposes,  the  people  would 
busily  engage  themselves  in  raising  the  requisite 
amount,  but  he  was  strongly  opposed  to  the 
present  compulsory  system.  The  instructors 
of  the  children  of  the  country  should  be  there ; — 
the  mother,  the  school-teacher,  and  the  minister, 
— the  latter  should  be  the  school-inspector.  To 
the  existing  law  he  believed  that  three  fourths  of 
the  people  were  opposed,  and  by  the  people  he 
would  stand  or  fall. 

The  amendment  was  carried,  22  to  19.  For 
Messrs.  Heffernan,  Hatfield,  Townsend,  Balcam, 
Bill,  Miller,  Jno.  Campbell,  Jost,  McDonnell, 
Locke,  S.  Campbell,  Blackwood,  McLelan,  Ross, 
Robicheau,  Robertson,  Hebb,  Moore,  C.  Camp- 
bell, Ray,  Coffin,  Smith. 

Against  : Messrs.  Shannon,  Lawrence,  Pryor, 
Killam,  Allison,  Whitman,  Hill,  Kaulback,  Jas. 
Fraser,  Bourinot,  Longley,  Tobin,  Donkin, 
Pro.  Sec.,  McKinnon,  Brown,  Cowie,  Archibald, 
Atty.  Gen. 

The  house  then  went  into  Committee. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  remarked  that  the  indirect 
; tax  was  the  dearest  that  a mart  ever  paid.  The 
result  of  the  amendirtent  would  be  to  impose  an 
additional  tax  upon  the  school  sections.  If  he 
were  shivering  for  his  position,  and  looked  only 
to  the  unpopularity  of  the  measure,  he  might 
vote  as  some  gentlemen  had  voted,  but  the  law 
was  becoming  popular,  and  complaints  would 
cease,  if  they  were  not  continually  being  stirred 
up- 

Mr.  Townsend  said  he  had  voted  for  the 
amendment  believing  sectional  assessment  to  be 
the  true  principle,  and  the  one  which  was  best 
suited  for  the  country.  The  great  fault  in  the 
educational  legislation  appeared  to  him  to  be 
that  no  one  law'  was  tried  long  enough.  The 
district  he  lived  in  had  raised  £700,  and  would 
have  to  raise  three  or  four  hundred  pour  ds  more. 
He  desired  to  see  the  schools  of  the  country 
brought  up  to  the  proper  standard. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  would  be  to  burthen  the  poorer  sec- 
tions and  prevent  them  receiving  the  advan- 
tages of  a school. 

Mr  Colin  Campbell  urged  the  inequality  of 
the  present  system  of  county  assessment. 

Mr  S.  Campbell  agam  stated  his  objections 
to  direct  assessment,  and  expressed  his  wish  to 
relieve  the  people  as  far  as  practicable. 
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DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


Mr.  Pryor  opposed  the  amendment  on  be- 
half of  the  poor  sections  of  his  county. 

Mr.  Kaulback  objected  to  sectional  assess- 
ment, and  went  on  to  say  that  his  colleague  ( Mr. 
Hebb)  had  been  returned  by  pandering  to  the 
least  intelligent  of  his  constiuents,  and  yet 
had  only  received  the  votes  of  a minority  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Parker  was  in  favor  of  county  taxa- 
tion, and  objected  to  taxing  the  poor  sections 
more  than  they  could  bear. 

Mr.  Cowie  opposed  the  amendment  believing 
that  20  cents  would  not  suffice  to  give  the  poor 
sections  the  education  they  require. 

Mr.  Tobin  alluded  to  the  thorough  consider- 
ation the  bill  had  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
committee,  and  expressed  his  opinion  that  it 
would  be  tound  as  just  aaany  that  could  be  de- 
vised. 

Mr.  McDonnell  said  that  he  believed  that 
the  bill  was  founded  upon  injustice  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  expressed  his  regret  that  it  was  before 
the  House.  He  thought  it  would  have  been 
better  if  the  present  law  had  been  allowed  to 
work  itself  out  a little  longer. 

Mr.  McLelan  did  not  believe  the  proposed 
change  would  render  the  bill  inoperative. 

On  division,  fhe  motion  to  reduce  the  30  to 
20  cents  was  lost. 

The  Committee  adjourned,  and  reported. 
Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  he  would  defer  any  fur- 
ther motion  until  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Bill  made  the  same  statement. 

Hon.  Mr.  MoFarlane  introduced  a bill  to 
amend  chap.  107,  R S.  of  Town  Officers. 

Mr.  Pryor  introduced  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  North  Sydney  Marine  Railway  Company. 

The  Prov.  Sec  laid  on  the  table  a statement 
asked  for,  shewing  that  the  revenue  derived 
from  Customs  by  the  province  for  the  quar- 
ter up  to  January  1st,  1866,  was  $324,374.- 
12 ; that  the  amount  collected  in  Halifax  for  the 
quarter  ending  on  31st  March  js  $234,082  25,  or 
an  increase  of  $120,829  92  over  the  same  period 
of  1865. 

Mr.  Bill  aaked  the  Government  for  returns 
relatiive  to  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the 
county  of  Kings. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee,  and 
passed  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  R.  C.  Mission 
at  Arichat ; to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  old 
school  house  at  Annapolis ; to  incorporate  the 
Anconi  Coal  Mining  Company ; to  incorporate 
the  trustees  of  the  Western  Baptists  Infirm  Min 
isters*  Fund. 

Mr.  Archibald  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Law  Amendments  against  the  application  of 
certain  parties  to  establish  a new  telegraph  line 
in  this  Province. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday. 

Monday,  April  9,  1865. 

The  House  met  at  three  o’clock. 

PETITIONS,  BILLS,  ETC. 

Mr.  Hebb  presented  four  petitions  from 
Lunenburg  County  against  Confederation. 

Mr.  Ray  presented  a petition  from  Annapolis 
County  against  Confederation. 


Mr.  Ros9  presented  four  petitions,  signed?by 
144  inhabitants  of  Victoria  County  against 
Confederation. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  introduced  a 
bill  to  postpone  for  two  weeks  the  approaching 
sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Halifax. 

TELEGRAPH  COMPANY. 

Mr.  Archibald  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
Report  previously  laid  on  the  table  on  the  bill 
to  incorporate  a new  Telegraph  Company.  He 
said  that  the  information  placed  before  the 
Committee  shewed  that  the  receipts  of  the 
present  line  in  the  Province  did  not  pay  ex- 
penses, but  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  com- 
munication was  met  by  a contribution  of 
$10,000  received  for  messages  beyond  the  bor- 
der. The  new  Company  were  not  in  a po  ition 
to  promise  that  their  line  would  be  carried  be- 
yond the  border,  so  that  by  granting  a charter 
the  existing  arrangements  would  be  interfered 
with  and  no  relief  from  the  monopoly  be  ob- 
tained. A purcha.se  of  the  lines  by  the  new 
Company  would  only  transfer  that  monopoly. 
The  increase  in  the  fares  had  been  consequent 
on  the  financial  condition  of  the  States,  and  the 
Committee  bad  urged  a reduction.  The  Asso- 
ciated Press,  the  Committee  had  been  informed, 
did  not  possess  any  exclusive  priority  in  the 
transmission  of  messages;  but  one  very  objec- 
tionable circumstance  was  that  one  of  the 
agents  of  that  body  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Compauy.  The  Report  which  had  been  pre- 
sented was  adverse  to  the  claim  of  exclusive 
right  set  up  on  behalf  of  the  present  Company, 
and  recommended  that  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  parties  applying  for  a charter  be  deferred 
for  three  months. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  he  had  not  signed 
the  Report  being  unwilling  to  go  as  far 
as  other  members  of  the  Committee  had 
gone.  He  had  felt  from  the  outset  that  a 
monstrous  monopoly  existed  in  connection 
with  telegraphic  communication  which  it  was 
undesirable  to  continue.  He  felt  disposed  to 
allow  any  company  to  come  in  and  compete  on 
fair  terms;  several  offers  were  made  by  those 
seeking  a charter,  which  were  well  calculated 
to  guard  the  interests  involved.  He  was  glad 
that  such  suggestions  had  been  thrown  out  by 
the  committee  as  would  probably  remedy 
some  of  the  evils  complained  of. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  said  he  failed  to  see 
that  any  advantage  would  be  secured  by  cal- 
ling into  existence  a rival  company,  while  in- 
jury would  be  done  to  the  present  company, 
which  had  faithfully  fulfilled  all  its  pledges. — 
The  outlying  portions  of  the  province  were 
greatly  benefitted  by  the  existing  regulations, 
and  the  Company  had  strong  equitable  claims 
on  the  Legislature. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Balcam  presented  four  petitions  from 
East  Halifax  against  Confederation. 

Mr.  Blanchard  presented  a petition  from 
the  Postmaster  of  Plaister  Cove  for  an  increase 
of  salary. 

UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  BILL. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  introduced  by  him  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  Lower 
Provinces.  After  being  called  upon  by  Mr. 
Blanchard  to  state  his  reasons  for  introducing 
the  bill  he  said,  that  in  1862  the  House  took  the 
responsibility  of  passing  the  act  of  union  which 
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bad  the  effect  of  taking  from  some  members  of 
the  Church  their  rights  in  connection  with 
cemetries  and  churches  in  which  they  had  long 
been  interested,  and  on  which  they  had  ex- 
pended money.  That  act  passed  with  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  preseDt  Attorney  General 
and  Provincial  Secretary,  but  thehon.  member 
for  Colchester  having,  with  his  Usual 
smoothness  of  countenance,  persuaded  the 
House  that  he  was  actuated  by  motives 
of  justice  succeeded  in  passing  the  measure 
by  the  assistance  of  the  majority  at  his 
command  Many  persons  with  whom  he,  Mr. 
C.  had  conversed  refused  to  believe  that 
that  gentleman,  with  his  pretensions  to  religion, 
could  commit  such  a wrong.  The  Attorney 
General  had  said,  on  a former  occasion,  that 
the  present  act  did  not  afford  protection  to  the 
rights  of  minorities— that  was  what  we  com- 
plained of,  and  it  had  been  truly  said,  that  such 
an  act  was  unconstitutional.  He  felt  diffident 
in  arguing  the  question  against  gentlemen  of 
such  abilities  as  those  who  opposed  him,  but  he 
felt  that  his  case  was  just,  and  he  would  go  into 
a,  few  particulars  to  explain  the  position  of  af- 
fairs. When  Cape  Breton  was  settled  thirty  or 
forty  years  ago,  the  majority  of  the  laymen 
were  connected  with  the  established  Church  ot 
Scotland  and  the  congregations  built  meeting 
houses  and  established  cemetries  in  various 
places,  but  upon  a division  of  the  church,  the 
majority  of  the  clergy  joined  the  seceding 
body,  and  the  congregations  continued  un- 
der their  charge.  Matters  thus  went  on 
for  a considerable  time  until  some  one 
proposed  to  get  the  Churches  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  the  Free  Church.  This  was 
done  without,  in  many  cases,  any  ulterior  ob- 
ject. Before  1860,  when  the  Free  Church  had 
possession  of  all  the  Churches — the  Antibur- 
gher Church  sent  down  Missionaries  to  Cape 
Breton,  when  a quarrel  ensued  which  lasted 
for  several  years.  Suddenly,  and  without 
consulting  the  congregations,  the  clergy  met 
and  entered  into  a union.  The  people 
laughed  at  it  in  many  places,  but  the  bill 
for  the  union  passed  the  House.  He  regard- 
ed this  as  the  greatest  blot  in  the  history  of 
Nova  Scotia,  excepting  the  expulsion  of  the 
Acadiaus.  The  people  were  in  many  instances 
deprived  of  their  churches  and  cemeteries.  In 
the  next  instance,  when  the  census  was  being 
taken,  the  Free  Church  was  ignored.  There 
was  a place  in  the  printed  schedules  for  every 
denomination,  even  for  the  infidel  and  atheist 
but  none  for  the  Free  Churchman.  Some  put 
themselves  down  as  Presbyterians,  some  under 
other  names,  and  they  were  dispersed  like  the 
Jews. 

In  1864  petitions  were  sent  in  for  the  repeal 
of  the  law,  but  the  bill  introduced  not  being  in 
accordance  with  his  views  it  did  not  come  to 
the  vote.  Last  year  there  were  but  six  peti- 
tioners, this  year  there  were  200  or  300  and 
when  the  people  came  to  realise  the  wrong 
that  had  been  done  there  would  be  thousands 
asking  redress.  He  had  previously  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  union  was  for  political 
purposes— he  entertained  that  opinions  still, 
and  read  an  extract  from  a letter  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Murray  appearing  in  the  Presbyterian  Witness, 
which  strongly  condemned  the  withholding  of 
of  the  grant  for  the  cqngregation  at  Baddeck, 
in  proof  of  the  assertion.  That  grant  he  said 
was  of  a lot  on  which  stood  a church  built  out 
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of  the  funds  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  in 
1857  it  was  handed  over  to  the  anti-burghers  of 
Baddeck  who  never  contributed  a dollar 
towards  it,  while  those  who  built  it  were 
ignored,  and  in  an  act  which  was  passed 
it  was  provided  that  when  the  old  trus- 
tees should  cease  to  be  in  communion  with 
the  new  body  they  should  be  supplanted.  The 
government  "had  hitherto  declined  to  give  a 
grant  to  the  present  occupants,  because  it  would 
be  conveying  to  them  the  property  of  others, 
and  would  be  doing  an.  act  of  gross  injustice, 
as  had  been  done  by  the  late  government  in 
three  or  four  cases.  Some  most  disgraceful 
scenes  had  occurred  in  connection  with 
Church  property  similarly  situated,  and  now 
these  parties  came  forward  and  threatened 
the  government  with  vengeance  if  they  did 
not  aid  them.  The  Boulardiere  church  had 
also  been  a source  of  litigation.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  Baddeck  Church  he  had  made  an 
offer  of  compromise  to  the  clergyman  in  charge, 
but  the  reply  received,  after  a month’s  delay, 
was  that  the  offer  was  based  on  claims  which 
the  congregation  in  possession  could  not  recog- 
nise. The  answer  was  signed  by  Alexander 
Taylor,  as  Chairman  of  the  meeting,  a person 
who  had  never  expended  a dollar  on  the  build- 
ing, and  was  hardly  connected  with  the  church 
that  built  it. 

The  complaints  did  not  come  from  Baddeck 
alone,  but  there  was  one  from  Cape  North 
signed  by  67  persons.  It  was  bad  enough  to 
take  their  churches  from  them,  but  no  act  of 
the  Legislature  ever  before  depri  ved  any  set  of 
people  of  their  cemetries  and  prevented  a 
parent  from  having  the  consolation  of  visiting 
his  children’s  grave.  This  had  actually  been 
done  and  one  person  had  told  him  that  he  had. 
three  times  broken  the  lock  of  the  Cemetry  in 
order  to  get  admission.  He  did  not  wonder 
under  these  circumstances  that  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  had  felt  a delicacy  in  defending 
his  progeny.  Poor  as  they  were,  the  people 
had  raised  money  to  endow  a College,  and  this 
the  union  act  had  taken  from  them.  The 
union  he  declared  was  only  for  political  pur- 
poses its  object  being  to  make  su,ch  a combina- 
tion as  would  over- power  and  crush  those  who 
differed  from  them.  His  object  was  to  leave 
matters  in  the  position  in  which  they  were  be- 
fore the  act  of  1862.  The  abuse  which  had  been 
bestowed  upon  him  only  showed  how  bad  the 
case  of  his  opponent  was. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  he  would  ask  two 
questions:  who  were  the  petitioners,  and  who 
brought  the  matter  before  the  House.  The  bill 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  Campbell,  who  had  de- 
liberately left  the  Church  with  a knowledge  of: 
the  consequences  that  would  follow.  That 
gentleman  himself  took  the  property  in  refer- 
ence to  which  he  was  complaining,  from  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  obtaining  an  act  of  incor- 
poration, by  which  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
trustees;  so  that  if  any  wrong  had  been  done 
Mr.  Campbell  was  the  guilty  party.  By  his 
own  act  the  cemetery  and  church  at  Baddeck 
had  been  taken  from  the  Church  to  which  he 
now  wished  it  restored  ; becoming  offeuded,  he 
had  chosen  to  leave  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
but  subsequently  returned,  and  now  wished  to 
take  the  property  with  him.  As  to  the  peti- 
titioners,  there  were  20,000  Presbyterians  in 
Cape  Breton,  and  after  rausacking  the  island, 
only  two  hundred  or  three  hundred  signal 
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tares  could  be  obtained,  and  these  indivi- 
' duals  ask  the  repeal  of  an  act  affecting  the 
rights  and  interest  of  the  20,000.  It  was  entire- 
ly untrue  that  the  union  had  been  consumma- 
ted without  the  consent  of  the  congregations — 
two  years  had  been  allowed  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  question,  and  it  had  been  brought 
before  every  Session.  It  could  hardly  be  sup- 
posed that  the  House  would  believe  the  slander 
that  90  clergymen,  second  to  none  in  talent  and 
in  piety,  would  consent  to  a union  for  discredi- 
table purposes.  The  member  for  Victoria 
might  still,  if  he  had  chosen,  be  resting  under 
the  shadow  of  a church  that  would  be  no  dis- 
credit to  him,  and  to-morrow  he  would  leave 
the  Church  of  Scotland  if  it  suited  his  purpose. 
He  felt  proud  of  his  connection  with  the  body 
which  had  been  sneeringly  styled  the  anti- 
burghers, but  he  would  not  answer  the  sneer 
when  it  came  from  a man  who  also  sneer- 
ed at  the  Rev.  John  Geddie.  Where  could 
another  man  be  found  who  would  not 
be  ashamed  to  speak  of  that  clergyman 
as  he  had  been  spoken  of  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Victoria.  The  Church  of  Scotland  to  -which 
Mr.  Campbell  belonged  had,  unsolicited,  rais- 
ed two  or  three  hundred  pounds  as  a presen- 
tation in  token  of  their  recognition  of  services 
by  which  Mr.  Geddie  had  conferred  honor  upon 
the  country  that|gave  him  birth.  Instead  of 
litigation  being  caused  by  the  act  of  union  he 
would  say  that  the  dispute  relative  to  the 
Middle  River  Church  would  have  been  left  to 
arbitration  were  it  not  for  the  personal  influ- 
ence of  Mr.  Campbell.  The  attempt  also  to 
get  back  the  church  at  Little  Narrows,  which 
had  been  built  since  the  disruption,  was  an 
attempt  to  create  litigation.  As  to  the  petition 
of  67  persons  at  Cape  North,  the  House  could 
hardly  credit  the  fact  that  there  was  neither 
church  nor  cemetery  thereto  be  affectedjby  the 
act, — the  first  signature  was  that  of  an  Episco- 
palian, the  second  was  that  of  a Baptist, 
and  the  third  was  a transient  person,  an 
agent  for  a Company.  River  Dennis  was 
in  his  own  county,  there  were  two  churches 
at  the  settlement — one  newly*  built  since  the 
union,  the  other  built  since  the  disruption,  so 
that  the  Church  of  Scotland  never  had  any 
claim  in  the  property  there.  The  petition  from 
that  locality  was  signed  by  nine  persons,  while 
there  were  hundreds  of  Presbyterians  residing 
there.  From  Wycocomagh  the  largest  petition 
came.  It  was  signed  by  twenty-two  persons, 
six  or  seven  of  the  signatures  being  in  one 
handwriting,  while  there  were  four  hundred 
persons  who  would  willingly  sign  a counter 
petition  if  asked.  The  object  of  the  bill  clearly 
was  to  allow  the  member  for  Victoria  and  his 
friends  to  come  in  and  annoy  the  Church  with 
his  old  stale  claims  on  the  Baddeck  Church. 
As  to  the  Baddeck  cemetery,  he  had  never  seen 
a cemetery  in  the  Island  with  a lock  on  it;  they 
were  often  left  too  insecure.  There  wei*e  32 
Churches  in  connection  with  the  Union  and 
four  in  connection  with  the  Church  of  Scotland 
in  the  Island;  the  former  included  20,000  per- 
sons. He  respected  some  who  from  conscien- 
tious scruples  declined  to  acquiesce  in  that 
measure,  but  they  were  not  the  persons  who 
created  the  disturbance.  He  declared  Mr. 
McKiever,  the  Inspector  of  Schools,  to  be  a 
public  nuisance,  as  being  at  the  bottom  of  the 
irritation  and  ferment  that  was  exhibited.  One 
4>f  the  petitions  was  signed  by  thisindividual 


as  a Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  that  office  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment, and  had  not  only  held  public  meetings  to 
agitate  this  question,  but  had  gone  twelve 
miles  out  of  his  way  recently  to  arrest  a Pres- 
byterian minister  and  other  persons  whose 
names  should  not  be  mentioned  in'  the  same 
day  with  his.  He  (Mr.  Blanchard)  had  given 
cordial  assistance  to  the  Government  in  carry- 
ing the  Education  Bill;  the  United  Churches 
had  done  and  were  doing  the  same;  aud  to  give 
the  office  of  Inspector  to  such  a man  was  a 
very  poor  return.  He  thought  the  House 
would  hardly  undertake  to  unsettle  the  rights 
of  the  great  body  of  the  Presbyterian  people, 
and  to  involve  their  property  in  litigation  at  the 
request  of  two  or  three  hundred  persons. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  said  he  deplored  Mr. 
Blanchard’s  ignorance  of  the  church  to  which 
he  belonged,  the  facts  to  which  he  had  refer- 
red were  matters  of  history.  He  (Mr.  C.)  was 
not  ashamed  to  return  to  the  church  of  his 
fathers  when  the  platform  fell  from  under  his 
feet.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  peti- 
tions in  favor  of  the  repeal  were  only  from  the 
heads  of  families,  and  their  number  would 
have  been  much  larger  only  that  the  people 
would  not  believe  that  their  property  had  been 
taken  from  them.  He  denied  having  obstruct- 
ed the  arrangement  of  the  Baddeck  Church  dis- 
pute. The  statement  about  their  being  no 
church  property  at  Cape  North  was  also  incor- 
rect, for  a clergyman  had  been  stationed  there 
for  three  or  four  years,  and  an  attempt  had 
been  made  to  assess  persons  of  all  denomina- 
tions in  the  locality  of  the  erection  of  a church. 
He  strongly  condemned  the  language  used  in 
reference  to  the  Inspector  of  Schools— there 
was  but  one  petition  in  that  gentleman’s  diction 
or  handwriting,  he  had  been  appointed  a ma- 
gistrate for  the  express  purpose  of  keeping  the 
peace,  and  in  the  instance  referred  to,  he  had 
issued  warrants  against  parties  who  had  bro- 

en  the  peace. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  if  any  vindica- 
tion were  wanted  of  the  course  which  he  trust- 
ed the  House  would  take,  it  was  to  be  found  in 
the  tone  and  manner  of  the  introducer  of  the 
bill,  than  whom  no  disturber  of  the  public  peace 
could  find  a man  more  suited  to  his  views.  In 
Cape  Breton  there  were  about  20,000  persons 
belonging  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  that 
number  were  wholly  in  favor  of  the  existing 
arrangements  excepting  about  two  hundred. — 
He  asked  if  there  ever  was  an  instance  of 
such  contemptible  agitation  on  the  part  of  a 
minority?  The  proposition  for  union  had  been 
discussed  year  after  year  and  had  been  agreed 
to  by  the  congregations  with  scarcely  a dissent- 
ing voice,  and  he  would  tell  the  House  that 
every  one  of  the  69,000  Presbyterians  of  the 
Province  would  regard  the  passage  of  the  bill 
as  an  insult  on  their  church  and  clergy.  He 
held  in  his  hand  a letter  from  a clergyman  of 
high  position,  who  declared  the  bill  an  insult 
to  the  Legislature,  and  said  that  there  was 
not  a genuine  free  churchmen  who  wished  a 
change,  and  that  no  one  would  advocate  it 
butjMr.  Campbell,  who  was  well  known  to  be 
a bitter  disappointed  and  revengeful  enemy 
of  the  church.  In  reference  to  the  touching 
story  about  a mother  not  being  allowed  to 
visit  the  grave  of  her  child  he  would  ask  why 
was  she  prevented?  Because  Mr.  Campbell 
himself  had  taken  away  the  rights  she  possess- 
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edby  an  act  relating  to  the  Baddeck  church 
property  some  years  ago.  There  was  some- 
thing in  the  face  of  the  matter  so  insulting  to 
the  intelligence  of  the  House  that  he  felt  it 
hardly  right  to  ask  members  to  listen  to  any 
arguments.  The  language  used  in  reference 
to  the  Inspector  of  schools  was  strong  but  it 
was  entirely  justified  by  that  officer’s  conduct. 
A fear  had  been  previously  expressed  that  the 
Inspectors  instead  of  attending  to  their  duties 
would  be  made  the  tools  of  the  government 
and  the  conduct  of  this  Inspector  afforded  a 
complete  indication  of  the  remark.  The  man 
who  should  of  all  others  endeavour  to  recon- 
cile angry  feelings  was  stirring  up  strife, 
issuing  warrants  against  the  clergy  and 
making  himself  the  tool  of  the  member  for 
Victoria.  While  he,  Mr.  Archibald,  and  his 
friends  were  giving  assistance  to  the  govern- 
ment on  the  school  bill,  this  officer  whose  acts 
were  a stain  upon  the  man  who  recommeuded 
him  and  the  government  who  would  continue 
him  a day  in  office,  was  using  every  effort  to 
destroy  its  good  effect.  The  very  petition 
written  by  him  showed  him  to  be  destitute  of 
acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  an  English 
education,  it  contained  blunders  in  every  part 
of  it,  and  this  was  the  man  who  had  charge  of 
the  education  of  the  County  of  Victoria.  After 
being  appointed  a J ustice  of  the  Peace,  this  in- 
dividual had  issued  a warrant  against  twenty- 
five  persons  for  going  into  a church  and  listen- 
ing to  a minister,  and  had  fined  them  from  $10 
to  $20  each,  although  the  prosecutor  swore  that 
no  breach  of  the  peace  had  been  committed. 
In  the  Act  relating  to  the  Union,  a clause  had 
been  inserted  providing  that  no  congregation 
deciding  to  remain  separate,  within  three 
months  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  should  be 
embraced  in  the  union.  He  would  be  satisfied 
that  the  House  should  decide  the  matter  on  the 
speech  of  the  member  for  Victoria,  who  ap- 
peared as  the  representative  of  a body  that  dis- 
owned him. 

Hon.  Attorney  General,  said  that  the 
Legislature  was  in  the  habit  of  dealing  fairly 
with  the  rights  of  every  religious  body.  If  the 
question  was  considered  in  the  proper  spirit, 
there  need  be  no  fear  as  to  any  injustice  being 
done  to  any  set  of  men.  He  regretted  that  the 
lion,  member  for  Colchester  had  not  provided 
in  the  bill  of  1862  for  the  security  of  private 
rights.  He  could  tell  that  hon.  gentleman  from 
his  own  personal  knowledge,  that  at  the  first 
circuit  in  Cape  Breton  after  the  act  had  passed, 
he  was  met  by  deputations  of  religious  bodies 
asking  what  could  be  done  to  protect  their 
property.  By  the  time  they  got  the  requisite 
advice,  they  were  unable  to  give  the  30  days 
notice  required  by  the  act.  The  act  operated 
before  the  people  knew  what  to  do.  It  was  not 
right  for  the  Legislature  to  hand  over  the 
private  property  of  one  person  to  another. — 
Justice  should  be  done  where  a man  had  put 
his  hand  into  his  pocket  and  contributed  to  the 
erection  of  a church,  manse,  or  other  property. 
If  a majority  of  the  congregation  retired  to  an- 
other church,  he  should  be  remunerated  and 
protected  as  far  as  the  property  was  concerned. 
He  regretted  that  the  matter  had  been  brought 
up,  but  now  that  it  was  there  it  should  be 
given  a fair  and  equitable  hearing  to  the 
claims  of  the  petitioners.  He  held  that  the  true 
principle  was  this:— that  if  a number  of  persons 
went  over  and  joined  another  church,  they 


should  not  take  away  the  property  but  leave 
it  to  those  that  remained, — who  belonged  to 
the  Free  Church.  He  believed  that  it  was  only 
the  intention  of  of  the  promoters  of  the  act  of 
1862  to  receive  power  to  manage  their  own 
internal  affairs,  but  not  to  legislate  away  the 
rights  of  others.  One  congregation — that  of 
Mr.  Gunn — had  been  excepted  at  the  time  from 
the  provisions  of  the  act.  Here  the  principle 
was  established  that  it  was  unconstitutional 
and  unjust  to  legislate  away  the  rights  of  the 
parties  who  might  object  to  the  union.  If  it 
was  right  in  one  case,  it  was  equally  right  in 
all  others — to  reserve  the  rights  of  clergymen < 
in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Some  little  al- 
lowance ought  to  be  made  for  a person  like  the 
hon.  member  for  Victoria,  who  had  the  proper- 
ty which  he  had  helped  to  create  legislated 
away.  No  person  could  accept  such  a state  of 
things  without  remonstrance.  He  did  not  think, 
however,  that  the  present  bill  could  meet  the 
difficulty,  and  he  would  therefore  suggest  that 
it  be  referred  to  a special  committee. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  Free  Church 
had  united  with  another  religious  body  with 
which  it  agreed  in  doctrine.  It  was  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  the  same  church  it  was  be- 
fore ; it  had  the  same  right  to  the  property  i& 
owned  previously. 

The  discussion  was  adjourned. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  introduced  an  act  to’ 
authorize  the  appointment  of  an  additional1 
Health  Officer  for  the  port  of  Halifax. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  a 
return  asked  for  by  Mr.  Bill,  relative  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Commissioners  in  the  County  of 
Kings. 


Tuesday,  April  10. 

UNION  OF  THE  COLONIES. 
SPEECH  OF  HON.  PROVINCIAL  SECRETARY. 

House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

Dr.  Tupper  then  rose  and  said The  house 
will  recollect  that,  a few  days  ago,  the  hon. 
member  for  Richmond  put  a question  to  the 
Government,  in  relation  to  a very  important 
subject,  and  on  that  occasion  I stated  that  the 
situation  in  which  we  stood  in  respect  to  the 
Union  of  the  Colonies  would  preclude  me  from 
giving  him  an  immediate  reply,  until  I had  an 
opportunity  of  placing  myself  in  communica- 
tion with  my  colleagues  in  the  Government, 
and  with  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  assisted 
in  maturing  the  Quebec  scheme.  I stated, 
however,  to  the  hon.  member  and  to  the  house, 
that  in  view  of  the  great  importance  of  the 
subject,— of  the  events  which  were  daily  tran- 
spiring in  connection  with  the  question — I 
would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  giving, 
in  my  place,  the  policy  which  the  Government 
and  the  friends  of  the  Quebec  scheme  of  Con- 
federation in  this  Legislature  are  prepared  to 
take  in  relation  to  the  matter.  In  order  to  re- 
deem the  pledge  and  bring  the  attention  of  this 
Legislative  Assembly  to  the  consideration  of 
the  gravest  and  most  important  question  that 
has  ever  been  submitted  to  it— after  due  deli- 
beration with  my  colleagues,  and  consultation 
with  the  gentlemen  who  were  associated  with 
us  at  the  Quebec  Conference— I rise  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  to  the  house  and  country  the 
fullest  information  as  to  the  policy  which  we 
are  prepared  to  assume  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject. I regret  doeply  that  in  approaching  a 
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question  of  such  gravity — which  demands  that 
the  members  of  the  house  should  rise  to  the 
great  emergency,  and  look  with  a single  eye 
to  the  interests  of  the  country ; only  to  that ' 
course  that  is  calculated  to  promote  the 
advancement  of  our  common  country,  and  per- 
petuate the  great  privileges  which,  as  British 
subjeers,  we  enjoy;  I regret,  I say,  Sir,  in 
approaching  a question  of  such  deep  import- 
ance, that  the  couduct  of  a portion  of  the  press 
in  this  .Province,  controlled  by  a gentleman 
within  this  Legislature,  occupying  a high  and 
responsible  position,  should  make  it  my  duty 
at  the  outset  to  notice,  not  the  arguments— for 
that  time  has  passed  — but  unfounded  cal- 
umnies and  misrepresentation.  The  time  has 
passed  when  the  opponents  of  a union  of  Brit- 
ish North  America  can  meet  the  friends  of  that 
great  question  on  the  platform,  in  the  press,  or 
on  the  floor  of  .Parliament,  and  discuss  it  as 
becomes  public  men  and  statesmen,  upon  the 
principles  and  leading  features  of  the  scheme 
proposed.  Instead  of  that,  the  opponents  of 
union  have  resorted  to  appeals  to  the  passions, 
— to  such  an  amount  of  personal  vituperation 
as  never  before  I believe  in  the  history  of  this 
country,  was  dragged  into  the  consideration  of 
a great  public  question  upon  any  occasion.  I 
should  fail  in  wnat  l owe  to  myself  and  to  the 
great  question  with  which  I am  at  this  mo- 
ment undertaking  to  deal,  and  iu  what  I owe  to 
this  deliberative  assembly,  ifldid  not  in  my 
place  in  Parliament,  notice  at  the  very  outset 
the  position  that  the  opponents  of  this  ques- 
tion have  assumed,  and  the  strange  liberties 
they  have  taken  with  this  Legislature.  I would 
be  justified  on  the  present  occasion,  in  dealing 
with  this  matter  in  a very  different  form,— anj 
member  of  this  Legislature  would  only  be  dis- 
charging his  duty  if  he  dealt  with  it  in  a differ- 
ent spirit,— -and  in  asking  the  Legislature  if  the 
inherent  privileges  which  the  members  of  this 
Assembly  enjoy  are  to  be  trampled  under  foot 
in  our  very  presence,  and  by  those  hold- 
ing high  and  responsible  positions  within 
these  very  walls,  and,  at  the  same  time,  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  editor,  publisher,  and  pro- 
prietor of  a newspaper  iu  this  city,  is  he  to  be 
allowed  to  assail  the  character  and  integrity 
of  members  of  this  house  with  impunity?  not 
simply  to  hold  up  this  Legislative  Assembly 
as  devoid  of  intelligence,  as  one  of  the  most 
despicable  bodies  of  men  that  have  ever  been 
permitted  to  deal  with  the  public  affairs  of  a 
free  country;  but  to  go  further,  and  charge  iu 
the  most  direct  terms  members  with  beiug 
influenced  by  motives  most  base  and  corrupt? 
X hold  in  my  hand  the  Morning  Chronicle  of 
April  6,  last,  in  which  a correspondent,  over 
the  signature  of  “Brutus”— a well  known 
gentleman,  closely  identified  with  the  pub- 
lisher and  editor  of  this  paper,— who  has  ven- 
tured to  speak  of  members  of  this  house, — of 
his  own  political  associates  in  this  Legislature 
as  well  as  of  those  who  are  opposed  to  him, — 
it*  terms  not  only  of  opprobrium  and  reproach, 
but  which  are  alike  dishonorable  and  insult- 
ing to  every  member  of  this  deliberative 
assembly.  He  says:— 

“ As  it  is  well  known,  a few  designing  politicians, 
doing  the  work  of  conspirators,  traitorously  contem- 
plate the  destruction  of  our  constitution,  and  the 
transfer  Of  our  revenues  to  a set  of  men  who  are  far 
away,  and  who  care  nothing  for  us  or  for  the  preser- 
vation ot  those  interests  which  are  as  dear  to  us  § 
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are  the  crimson  tides  that  circulate  through  our 
veins.” 

I ask  the  house  what  must  be  tbe  position  of 
public  men  in  this  country  who  are  called 
, upon  to  deal  with  a question  so  vital  to  our 
iuterests  as  a union  of  British  North  America, 
when  they  are  obliged  to  descend  to  such 
language  as  that?  I need  not  remind  the  house 
when  the  Government  was  called  upon  to 
deal  with  the  question,  they  invited  the  aid 
and  co-operatiou  of  the  leaders  of  the  political 
party  opposed  to  them;  and  that  these  gentle- 
men, thus  called  upon  to  share  the  responsi- 
bility in  connection  with  a matter  of  such 
vital  import,  have  acted  from  the  first  in  entire 
unison  with  those  who  had  asked  their  assist- 
ance. I do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  members 
of  the  Government  and  the  gentlemen 
opposed  to  them,  who  were  delegates  to  the 
Quebec  Conference,  always  saw  eye  to  eye, 
Ido  not  mean  to  say  that  we  were  not  obliged 
on  many  occasions  to  arrive  at  a common  re- 
sult by  a compromise  of  our  individual  opin- 
ions; but  in  the  measure  as  a whole,  that  was 
presented  to  the  world,  we  were  all  heartily 
and  thoroughly  united.  Then,  I ask,  what  is 
the  position  of  the  organ  of  tho  party  of  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Colchester, 
(Mr.  Archibald,)  is  tbe  leader,  when,  in  dealing 
with  this  question,  they  denounce  that  gentle- 
man in  the  presence  of  this  Assembly,  as  a 
conspirator,  traitorously  endeavoring  to  strike 
down  the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  country. — 
A cause  which  requires  an  advocacy  like  that 
must  indeed  be  in  want  of  arguments  on  which 
to  found  a claim  to  the  support  of  the  people. 
Again  I read  :— 

“ Yesterday,  however,  on  the  floors  ol  the  Assem 
bly  Koom,  bygone  promises  were  Unscrupulously  re 
pudiated,  confidence  betrayed,  and  barefaced  treach- 
ery exhibited.  1 sat  in  the  gallery,  and  witnessed 
the  perpetration  of  this  act  of  political  turpitude,  and 
heard  tne  whisper  circulated  from  ear  to  ear— “The 
traitor  has  been  bought.”  The  scene  reminded  me  of 
what  transpired  in  the  Parliament  House  in  Dublin, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  century,  when 
the  seductive  influence  of  British  gold  corrupted  a 
Parliament,  and  professed  patriotism  was  bougnt  and 
sold  like  bank  stock,  or  any  other  marketable  commo- 
dity. 1 asked  myself  whether  the  temptations  of 
either  proffered  official  aggrandisement  and  emolu- 
ments, or  the  rejection  oi  a candidate's  claim  to  mem- 
bership of  a social  club,  was  a sufficient  pretext  lor 
party  treachery,  tor  the  glaring  tergiversation  of  oft 
repeated  and  publicly  avowed  opinions,— and  what  is 
more,  for  the  betrayal  of  a country's  dearest  interests, 
and  the  diaoolioai  destruction  of  its  constitution.” 

When  the  opponents  of  Union  have  been 
obliged  to  take  a course  like  that,  they  have 
given  the  best  evidence  that  their  cause  is  an 
untenable  one,  which  cannot  be  sustained  by 
public  men.  Here  we  find  the  best  leading 
minds  of  the  party  with  which  the  hon.  mem- 
ber is  associated,  denounced  by  their  own 
press,  as  men  who  have  been  recreant  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  couutry.  Again,  in  the 
editorial  of  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  April  9,  we 
read:— 

“ But  whatever  the  people  of  this  country  believed, 
at  the  period  referred  to,  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
apprehend  that  their  hopesjmd  expectations  will  ne- 
ver be  realized.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Assembly,  it  is  said,  has  been  secured,  corrupted  by 
influences  frightful  to  contemplate,  to  vote  our  free 
Parliament  out  of  existence,  and  with  it  the  rights 
and  privileges  we  so  dearly  prize.’ ' 

Here  is  a charge  made  in  the  most  emphat\  © 
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language  that  it  is  possible  to  make  it — that  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  House  have 
been  basely  bribed  and  corrupted  by  means 
that  it  is  frightful  to  contemplate.  What  is 
the  position  of  a man  who  thus  degrades  the 
Legislature,  who  holds  up  to  the  public  exe- 
cration the  representatives  of  the  people  as 
men  that  are  to  be  bought  and  sold.  Farther 
on  I read : — 

“ But  might,  we  are  told,  makes  right,  and  in  this 
spirit  the  Provincial  Secretary  and  his  aiders  and 
abettors  in  the  house,  propose  to  lay  their  sacrilegi- 
ous hands  upon  the  constitution  of  our  country.  JLet 
them  beware  ere  they  attempt  the  unholy  deed.  The 
people  of  Nova  Sootia  are  proverbially  loyal,  but  they 
will  have  need  of  it  all  if  their  feelings  are  thus  vio- 
lently outraged  and  their  rights  basely  betrayed.— 
Nova  Scotians  will  not  pass  under  the  yoke  of  Canada 
without  a struggle.  A resolution  to  confederate  us 
may  receive  the  assent  of  a majority  of  the  House  of 
Assembiy,  but  the  end  is  not  yet.  Our  countrymen, 
if  true  to  themselves,  will  triumph  in  the  end." 

You  have  theu  this  same  paper  using  this 
inflammatory  and  seditious  language,  with  the 
object  of  exciting  the  loyal  people  of  this  pro- 
vince to  rise  against  the  action  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  their  country.  That  is  the  position  to 
which  an  hon.  member  has  been  drawn,  in  his 
inability  to  find  arguments  to  sustain  his 
cause.  Again,  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of 
April  10th,  we  find: — 

“ In  the  oourse  of  the  Confederate  Debate  in  the 
Canadian  Assembly,  last  winter,  the  Hon.  George 
Brown  referred  to  the  large  sum  that  was  given  for 
the  purchase  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  suggested 
that  the  expenditure  of  as  large,  or  even  a larger 
sum,  in  the  purchase  of  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
would  be  profitable  Canadian  investment.  Mr. 
Brown’s  hint,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  has  not 
been  lost  sight  of  by  the  Confederates.  Canadian 
gold,  it  is  said,  is  here,  and  in  sufficient  abundance  to 
overcome  the  scruples  of  certain  representatives  of 
the  people.  The  country  has  a sharp  eye  on  the 
House  just  now,  and  will  duly  appreciate  the  sudden 
conversion  of  members,  should  any  unhappily  be 
found  willing  to  accept  the  base  bribe." 

I ask  the  house  if  the  most  spiritless  member 
is  prepared  to  allow  a foul  stigma  like  that 
to  rest  upon  his  character?  I feel  that  all  the 
hon.  member  has  been  doing  is  bringing  down 
discredit  and  dishonour  upon  himself  and  the 
cause  he  thus  upholds.  1 may  have  occasion 
to  draw  the  attention  of  this  house  to  the  ques- 
tion as  to  how  far  these  imputations  of  base, 
currupt  and  dishonourable  motives  influenc- 
ing the  members  of  this  Legislature,  have 
sprung  from  the  belief  in  the  mind  of  the  hon. 
member  that  there  are  other  gentlemen  as 
open  to  such  imputations  as  he  himself  may 
be.  Now  when  a base  and  dishonourable  mo 
tive  is  imputed  to  a man  of  fair  character,  the 
party  who  attempts  to  put  such  a stigma  upon 
him  has  a right  to  sustain  it  by  showing  that 
there  is  some  reason  for  the  belief  that  it 
might  possibly  apply  to  the  person  in  question. 
I have  already  said  that  these  imputations  are 
not  levelled  against  the  gov’t  party  alone, 
but  fall  with  the  same  weight  upon  gentle- 
men politically  identified  with  the  hon  mem- 
ber. It  may  be  argued  with  reason  that  these 
imputations  tall  with  far  greater  force  upon 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  with  whom  the 
hon.  member  has  been  long  closely  associated, 
and  whose  motives  he  may  be  supposed  to 
know  better  than  those  with  whom  he  has  not 
been  politically  identified. 

Let  me  call  your  attention  to  this  charge  of 


bribery.  No  one  will  deny  the  truth  of  the 
principle  that  it  is  only  when  you  find  a man 
lend  himself  to  a dishonorable  deed,  that  you 
have  a foundation  to  impute  a base  motive. 
In  what  position  are  the  promoters  of  the 
Quebec  scheme  ? Were  we  in  the  position 
of  having  denounced  a Union  of  British  North 
America,  and  then,  without  anything  to 
change  their  attitude,  having  suddenly  as- 
sumed a position  entirely  antagonistic  and  at 
variance  with  that  which  we  had  previously 
taken?  If  it  were  so,  then  the  hon.  member 
might  have  something  on  which  to  base  a 
suspicion.  Before  the  question  was  mooted 
in  this  Legislature  I was  called  to  address  a 
meeting  in  the  city  of  St.  John,  in  the  neigh- 
bouring Province,  and  chose  for  my  subject 
the  Union  of  British  North  America.  From 
that  day  to  this  I have  been  found  the  con- 
sistent supporter  of  Union.  When  the  late 
government  brought  down  the  question  of 
Union  I adhered  to  the  principles  on  the  plat- 
form and  in  the  press,  and  gave  them  my  cor- 
dial and  enthusiastic  support.  So  down  to 
the  present  day  I stand  before  the  people  of 
this  country  as  a man  who,  in  every  position, 
has  used  every  influence  he  possessed  to  pro- 
mote and  carry  forward  that  on  which  he 
believed  the  prosperity  and  security  of  the 
country  depended.  Can  the  hon.  member  find 
any  foundation  there  for  the  imputation  of 
base  and  corrupt  motives  ? Again,  if  the  pro- 
moters of  Union  are  influenced  by  motives 
that  are  dishonourable  to  themselves  and  the 
Legislature,  in  what  position  is  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen?  When  he  sees  the  Queen,  session 
after  session,  at  the  close  and  opening  of  Par- 
liament, coming  down  and  urging  in  the  most 
emphatic  terms  that  the  Royal  lips  can  use, 
this  question  of  Confederation  upon  the  people 
of  British  North  America,  does  he  mean  to 
say  that  she,  too,  is  corrupted  by  base  bribes? 
Coming  down  to  Her  Majesty’s  Ministers — to 
the  men  who  stand  before  the  world  as  exemp- 
lars of  the  most  distinguished  patriotism,  the 
most  profound  statesmanship— are  they  too 
corrupted  by  base  means  when  they  declare 
that  the  advancement  of  British  North  Ame- 
rica is  to  be  secured  by  carrying  through  this 
great  question  of  a Colonial  Union?  What 
does  he  think  influences  Lord  Derby  and  the 
statesmen  opposed  to  Her  Majesty’s  Ministers 
who,  on  every  occasion,  have  stood  forward 
and  strengthened  the  hands  of  the  government 
of  England  in  carrying  forward  this  great 
uestion  of  Colonial  Union?  What  has  in- 
ueaced  the  press  and  people,  as  well  as  the 
Lords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  when, 
with  a unanimity  which  has  never  been 
exhibited  on  any  other  public  question,  they 
stand  forward  as  the  avowed  supporters  and 
advocates  of  this  great  measure?  Is  it  at  a 
crisis  like  this— when  day  by  day  these  patriotic 
influences  that  are  calculated  to  operate  upon 
men’s  minds  do  operate— that  a member  of 
this  deliberative  assembly  should  dare  to 
dishonour  this  House  by  imputations  of  being 
influenced  l>y  base  and  unworthy  motives? 
Go  to  Canada  and  y >u  find  in  that  great  coun- 
try an  overwhelming  majority  of  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature  in  favour  of  this  great  mea- 
sure; and  you  find  Her  Majesty’s  Keoresenta- 
tive  therein  using  his  legitimate  influence  to 
press  it  forward.  Go  to  New  Brunswick  and  * 
yon  see  Her  Majesty’s  Representative  heartily 
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promoting  the  scheme  though  he  was  at  the 
outset  hostile  to  it;  but  when  he  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  it  in  all  its  details  he 
gives  it  his  support  and  confidence.  If  you 
look  at  the  Legislature  of  that  province  you 
find  that,  although  upon  an  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple by  a combination  between  the  opponents 
ot  Confederation  and  the  opponents  of  the  go- 
vernment, a large  majority  was  returned  to 
oppose  the  Quebec  scheme,  yet  now  day  by 
day  the  condition  of  public  affairs  is  operating 
to  such  an  extent  upon  bo'h  branches  that  a 
few  days  since  the  following  resolution  was 
passed  by  the  Legislative  Council,  by  a majori- 
ty of  14  to  5: — 

Resolved,  as  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,— That 
a Union  of  all  the  British  North  American  Provinces, 
based  on  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  Conference 
of  Delegates  from  the  several  Provinces,  held  at  Que- 
bec on  the  10th  of  October,  1864,  is  an  object  highly 
to  be  desired— essential  to  their  future  prosperity  and 
influence,  and  calculated,  alike  to  strengthen  and 
perpetuate  the  ties  which  bind  them  to  the  Mother 
Country ; 

“ Resolved,  as  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,— 
That  the  Legislative  Council  should  concur  in  any 
measure  which  may  be  necessary  to  carry  such  a 
union  into  effect." 

I ask  what  is  it  that  has  corrupted  the  Le- 
gislative Council  of  New  Brunswick  so  as  to 
induce  this  overwhelming  change  in  their 
minds.  Is  the  hon.  member  prepared  to  charge 
them  with  base,  dishonorable,  and  con  .ipt 
motives?  Does  he  not  know  that  sittmg  in 
that  branch  of  the  Legislature  are  men  whose 
wealth  and  standing  in  the  country  are  suffi- 
cient protection  against  the  base  insinuations 
with  which  he  fills  the  disreputable  journal 
which  is  under  Lis  control?  In  the  presence 
of  this  crisis  in  the  history  of  British 
North  America  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, like  Her  Majesty’s  | Representative, 
stand  forward  and  declare  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  that  they  are  prepared 
to  uphold  the  great  scheme  of  Intercolonial 
union  as  the  great  means  of  advancing 
the  best  interests  of  the  country.  Look  at 
the  lower  house,  and  you  will  find  the  leader 
of  the  Government — who  has  been  bespattered 
for  the  past  twelve  months  by  this  same  press 
and  held  up  as  and  incorruptible  patriot,— de- 
claring by  the  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Le- 
gislature, and  showing  by  his  own  admissions 
on  the  floor  of  Parliament,  that  his  views  have 
undergone  a great  change  in  relation  to  the 
question  of  a union  of  the  colonies.  Looking 
at  the  events  that  are  transpiring  in  this  pro- 
vince no  one  can  doubt  the  result.  Then,  I 
say,  is  it  Canadian  gold  that  is  corrupting  the 
Province  and  influencing  it  to  assume  an  atti- 
tude so  very  different  from  what  it  assumed  a 
year  ago?  Coming  to  our  own  Province  what 
do  I find?  I am  not  going  to  speak  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  (Mr.  Annand— hear, 
hear),  but  the  Government  knows  that  the 
“ Hero  of  Kars,”  in  his  capacity  of  Comman- 
der-in-Chief  of  British  North  America,  used 
all  the  ability  and  talent  at  his  command,  by 
public  speeches  and  written  communications, 
in  favor  of  a union  of  British  North  America. 
As  one  of  the  most  distinguished  soldiers  of 
the  empire  be  felt  that  the  salvation  and  se- 
curity of  British  North  America  depended 
upon  the  proposed  union  being  carried  into 
effect.  What  has  corrupted  that  high-minded 
soldier,  statesmen  and  patriot?  Is  it  Canadian 


gold?  If  the  features  of  the  scheme  are  such 
as  to  bring  to  its  advocacy  a man  so  distin- 
guished, why  is  it  that  this  deliberative  Assem- 
bly is  told  that  Canadian  gold  is  the  only 
means  of  inducing  men  to  combine  in  carrying 
it  forward?  In  what  position  is  the  brave  and 
distinguished  Admiral  on  this  Station?  He 
stood  forth  at  the  very  inception  of  this 
scheme,  as  he  stands  to-day, — he,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  heroes  that  ever  graced  the 
navy  of  England — lending  his  voice  and  co- 
operation to  the  great  scheme  of  a Union  of 
British  North  America,  as  the  means  by  which 
we  are  to  be  elevated  into  a position  of  infi- 
nitely greater  importance  than  we  can  now 
enjoy,— as  the  only  means  of  preserving  these 
provinces  to  the  Crown  of  England.  What  is 
it  that  has  corrupted  him?  Need  I remind 
gentlemen  that  the  same  position  is  occupied 
by  that  universal  favorite  in  this  country — the 
gallant  Major-General  Doyle.  Does  not  the 
hon.  member  know  that  that  distinguished 
gentleman  as  a soldier,  as  a servant  of  the 
Crown,  as  a man  upon  whom  the  responsibi- 
lity of  our  protection  depends,  has  used  all  the 
influence  he  can  exercise  by  argument  and 
persuasion  in  favour  of  a Union  of  these  pro- 
vinces. Thus  we  find  all  those  illustrious 
men  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  this 
great  question.  Then  there  is  the  distinguish- 
ed prelate,  Bis  Grace  the  Archbishop,  who 
has  stood  forward  in  this  province,  and  by 
his  voice  and  pen,  urged  upon  the  people  the 
adoption  of  this  scheme  of  Union  as  the  great 
means  by  which  the  safety  and  prosperity  of 
our  country  must  be  promoted.  There  is  His 
Lordship  the  talented  and  astute  Bishop  of 
Nova  Scotia.  His  Lordship  the  Bishop  of 
Arichat— the  united  clergy  of  all  denomina- 
tions—Episcopalian,  Catholic,  Methodist,  Pres- 
byterian, Baptist,  men  of  all  shades  of  politi- 
cal opinions  standing  in  a solid  phalanx,  such 
as  was  never  exhibited  in  this  country  before, 
in  the  face  of  the  people  of  this  province  as  the 
supporters  of  Confederation,  and  giving  all  the 
assistance  of  their  talents  and  exertions  as 
the  only  means  by  which  our  country  may  be 
elevated,  and  our  connection  with  Great  Bri- 
tain preserved.  Side  by  side  you  find  all  the 
able  and  distinguished  judiciary  of  our  coun- 
try united  in  sustaining  this  Union  of  British 
North  America.  What  has  corrupted  the  en- 
tire religious  Press— the  “ Presbyterian  Wit- 
ness,” the  “ Wesleyan,”  the  “ Christain  Mes- 
senger? Here  you  see  these  journals  reflect- 
ing the  views  of  the  clergy  of  various  denomi- 
nations combining  to  press  forward  this  great 
scheme  of  Union;  and  yet  you  find  the  hon. 
member  standing  forward  and  declaring  that 
men  who  oniy  look  to  the  welfare  and  security 
of  their  country  are  influenced  by  the  base 
and  contemptible  motives  which  he  has  ven- 
tured to  insinuate.  I am  bold  to  say  that  if 
up  to  t.h9  present  hour  there  has  been  a sin- 
gle dollar  of  Canadian  gold  brought  into  the 
country  in  connection  with  this  question  I 
am  ignorant  of  it ; if  there  has  been  a states- 
man in  the  whole  of  Canada  that  would  dare 
to  approach  a member  of  this  Legislature  or 
any  one  else  in  this  country  by  means  such  as 
that,  he  has  not  insulted  me  by  taking  me  in- 
to his  confidence.  Standing  here  as  I do  with 
the  knowledge  of  that  fact — of  the  dishonor- 
able character  of  this  insinuation,  I feel  I 
could  afford  to  let  it  pass  by  with  the  contempt 
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that  it  deserves  if  it  was  not  sent  abroad  into 
the  remotest  hamlets  of  this  country  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  strife  and  rebellion  among 
the  unsophisticated  and  less  uninformed  of 
our  people.  I ask  the  hon.  member  if  it  was 
under  the  in  fluence  of  base  bribes  a great  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  Halifax,  when  the  ques- 
tion had  been  fally  discussed  on  the  public 
platform  by  the  ablest  men  on  both  sides  that 
could  be  found,  were  induced  to  stand  for- 
ward as  the  avowed  supporters  of  Union?  I do 
not  mean  to  say  that  on  a question  of  such 
deep  import,  involving  such  weighty  consi- 
derations, there  are  not  high-minded  men  who 
differ  from  us,  but  I have  never  insinuated — 
never  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to  such  a 
despicable  position  as  to  say  that  they  were 
influenced  by  other  than  patriotic  motives. 
Then  at  Truro,  in  the  heart  of  our  agricultural 
counties,  a large  body  of  intelligent  men,  con- 
vinced by  the  arguments  in  support  of  Union, 
have  stood  forward  as  its  firm  friends.  So  at 
Windsor,  Kentville,  Bridgetown,  Annapolis, 
Parrsboro,  Amherst,  Pugwash,  and  other 
parts  of  the  country  you  see  men  who  had,  in 
year’s  past,  been  diametrically  opposed  to 
each  other  on  political  matters,  standing 
shoulder  to  shoulder  and  co-operating  for  the 
promotion  of  Colonial  Union. 

I regret  to  have  to  allude  to  a gentleman 
who  is  not  in  this  building,  and  I shall  deal 
with  him  with  greater  delicacy  than  if  he 
were  here;  but  my  duty  as  a public  man  com- 
pels me  to  sink  every  consideration  of  false 
delicacy  in  dealing  with  this  question,  and 
place  it  before  my  fellow-countrymen  free 
from  all  disguise,  i believe  that  the  time  has 
come  when  man  should  speak  to  man  plainly 
and  unhesitatingly,  and  when  men  who  have 
taken  up  the  position  that  the  opponents  of 
Union  have,  should  be  exposed  to  the  naked 
gaze  of  the  people  or  the  Province.  Need  I 
tell  the  House  that  in  the  same  paper  which 
sends  broadcast  over  the  face  of  this  country 
these  unfounded  calumnies,  we  see  Mr.  Howe 
over  his  own  signature  assisting  the  hon.  mem- 
ber by  his  pen. 

Before  I touch  upon  that  part  of  the  subject, 
let  me  first  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
hon.  member,  at  the  close  of  my  observations 
on  Thursday  last,  addressed  a challenge  to 
me  to  show  that  he  was  at  all  responsible  for 
ever  having  committed  himself  in  any  shape 
whatever  to  the  Union  of  B.  N.  America  ; 
and  I am  here  now  to  accept  that  challenge 
and  to  prove  from  the  journals  of  this  Legis- 
ture  that  if  there  is  a gentleman  in  this  House 
exposed  to  suspicion— if  we  wanted  an  incon- 
sistent course  of  conduct  on  which  to  base  an 
imputation — it  is  to  be  found  in  the  career  of 
the  hon.  member  himself,  and  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  mouth-niece  he  is  in  this  Legisla- 
ture. Thi«*  hon.  member  who  now  says  that 
he  has  yet  to  hear  the  first  argument  in  favour 
of  Union,  declared  that  “ so  many  were  the 
advantages  of  Union”  that  the  time  had  ar- 
rived when  it  was  necessary  to  deal  with  the 
! question. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  of  1861,  the  hon. 
Mr.  Howe,  then  leader  of  the  government  of 
this  Province,  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  passed  unanimously: — 

Whereas  the  subject  of  a Union  of  the  North  Ame- 
rican Provinces,  or  of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  from 
time  to  time  have  been  mooted  and  discussed  in  all 
the  Colonies. 


“ And  whereas,  while  many  advantages  may  he  se- 
cured by  such  a union,  either  of  all  these  Provinces, 
or  a portion  of  them,  many  and  serious  obstacles  are 
presented,  which  can  only  be  overcome  by  mutual 
consultation  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Colonies,  and 
by  free  communication  with  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. 

Therefore  resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  be  respectfully  requested  to 
pHt  himself  in  communication  with  His  Grace  the 
Colonial  Secretary  and  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
General,  and  the  North  American  Colonies,  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government, 
and  the  opinions  of  the  other  Colonies,  with  a view 
to  the  enlightened  consideration  of  a question  in- 
volving the  highest  interests,  and  upon  which  the 
public  mind  in  all  the  Provinces  ought  to  be  set  at 
rest.” 

The  bon.  member  does  not  require  to  say 
“ hear,  hear,”  to  direct  the  attention  of  every 
intelligent  gentleman  in  this  house  and  coun- 
try to  his  shameful  inconsistency.  At  a time 
when  these  gentlemen  held  the  responsible 
position  of  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  we  find  the 
government  of  which  he  was  a member  bring- 
ing down  to  the  house  a resolution  affirming 
in  the  most  emphatic  language  that  ever 
tongue  can  express  the  “many  advantages  of 
Union;”  and  in  the  face  of  that  declaration 
you  now  see  the  hon  member  standing  up  and 
endeavoring  to  repudiate  his  former  senti- 
ments so  unequivocally  expressed’.  The  man 
who  pledged  his  character  as  a statesman,  as 
a man  of  integrity,  to  the  statement  that  the 
grea'  advantages  accruing  from  a Union  of 
British  North  America  should  be  considered 
by  all  the  Provinces,  now  ventures  to 
come  into  the  House  and  tell  us  that 
he  has  “ yet  to  bear  the  first  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  that  Union.”  I ask 
you  if  a public  man,  after  an  exhibition 
like  that,  is  in  a position  to  ask  that  the  slight- 
est weight  should  be  given  to  any  declaration 
that  he  may  make?  Be  may  throw  bis  base 
insinuations  into  the  face  of  this  deliberative 
Assembly — he  may  degrade  himself  by  at- 
tempting to  degrade  this  House,  but  it  will 
avail  nothing  with  every  man  who  knows  that 
the  gentleman  who  brought  here  a great  ques- 
tion of  public  policy,  and  pledged  his  public 
character  to  its  support,  nowunblushingly  de- 
clares that  it  was  a farce,  a delusion,  and  a de- 
ception, which  he  had  been  passing  upon  this 
deliberative  Assembly.  If  I stood  in  such  a 
position,  I would  forgive  the  hon.  member  if  he 
attributed  base  and  dishonorable  mo  ives  as 
the  reason  why  I had  been  influenced  to  adopt 
a course  so  untenable  and  so  at  variance  with 
the  public  policy  to  which  I stood  pledged  as  a 
public  man. 

I am  going  now  to  deal  with  another  gentle- 
man, outside  of  these  walls,  who  brought  that 
resolution  here  and  declared  himself  in 
the  face  of  this  country  as  the  great  expon- 
ent, of  Union.,  The  action  of  the  house  upon 
the  above  resolution  was|  followed  up  by  Mr. 
ftowe  addressing,  in  his  capacity  of  Provincial 
Secretary,  a circular  to  the  Governments  of 
Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  P.  E.  Island, 
asking  them  to  agree  to  a Conference  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  this  important  question 
of  a Union  ol  British  North  America.  We 
come  now  to  1863,  when  the  Hon.  D’Arcy  Mc- 
Gee visited  this  city  to  advocate  this  Union. 
I need  not  remind  ’he  house  that  a gentleman 
whom  the  hon.  member  for  East  Halifax  has 
had  the  good  taste  to  designate  an  “ expatriated 
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rebel,”  at  this  moment  occupies  a position  as 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  statesmen  of 
British  North  America.  I speak  of  the  Hon. 
D’Arcy  McGee,  a gentleman  who  possesses 
the  finest  mind,  the  most  wonderful  eloquence, 
the  most  facile  pen,  and  who  has  devoted  all 
the  powers  of  his  mind,  all  the  influence  of  his 
position,  during  the  past  ten  years,  to  the  work 
of  uniting,  consolidating,  and  strengthening 
the  people  and  resources  of  British  North 
America.  Can  the  hon  member  designate  in 
no  other  style  the  man  whom  her  Majesty  the 
Queen  and  her  ministers  have  delighted  to  ho- 
nour, who,  whatever  the  indiscretions  of  his 
youth  mav  have  been,  has  devoted  himself  in 
British  North  America  to  speak  down  and 
write  down  the  antagonisms  of  race  and  of 
religion,  and  has  contributed  more  than  any 
other  to  unite  the  friends  of  British  rule  in 
these  colonies.  What  was  the  language  of 
Mr.  Bowe  when  this  eminent  statesman  came 
among  us  in  1863?  He  visited  this  city  year 
after  year,  and  exercised  his  talents,  as  he  has 
always  done  in  Canada,  for  the  elevation  of 
our  common  country.  He  came  on  an  invita- 
tion to  Halifax  and  delivered  an  address  in 
Temperance  Ball  on  the  union  of  British 
North  America,  and  what  was  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Howe,  as  expressed  on  that  occasion,  of 
the  man  who  came  to  this  House  and  pledged 
his  public  reputation  to  the  declaration  that 
so  great  was  the  advantages  of  union  that  the 
Legislature  ought  to  move  in  the  matter  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  it  to  a happy  consum- 
mation. Mr.  Bowe  rose  and  seconded  a vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  McGee  in  these  words,  as  re- 
ported at  the  time 

“ Mr.  Howe  went  on  to  remark  that  it  would  be  in* 
justice  to  the  leomrer  to  say  more,  further  than  he 
was  with  him  in  all  he  said  He  was  for  a Union  of 
all  the  British  North  American  Provinces,  but  he  was 
for  au  Intercolonial  Railroad  first.  Th«n  the  road 
would  briin?  ab  ut  the  Union.  It  would  enab'e  the 
Canadians  to  * ee  our  faces,  to  become  familiar  with 
us.  and  to  ee  the  number  of  1000  ton-ships  which  we 
were- building,  which  with  our  other  wealth  and  re- 
sources, we  are  willing  to  throw  into  the  one  great 
stock.  He  thought  a Union  should  not  be  delayed 
till  we  hsd  drifted  into  difficulties  How  short 
sighted  were  the  English  statesmen  of  old  who  lost 
them  the  thirteen  states,  when  the  difficulty  could 
have  been  arranged  iu  a month,  the  horrors  of  the 
Revolu  don  ary  war  prevented,  and  all  our  race  living 
at  peace  and  harmony  at  present  without  the  bickering 
and  animosity  which  prevail  in  their  midst.  Talk  of 
the  fall  of  Quebec  being  a source  of  sorrow  to  the 
inhabitants  ol  this  Province.  It  would  be  more  If 
the  St.  Lawrence  were  in  thejhands  of  our  - nemies, 
we  should  b*  compelled  to  beg  permission  to  tear 
down  the  British  flag.  What  he  wished  for  Nova 
Scotia  was  that,  she  may  be  the  frontage  of  a mighty 
Colony;  up  m wbioh.it  may  be  truly  said  the  tun 
never  set.  No  man  can  look  upon  Halifax  and  its 
environs,  its  harbour,  its  citadel  and  say  it  was  made 
for  this  Province  «lone.” 

“The  United  States  has  drifted  into  a civil  war ; 
and  we  may  or  if  t into  a tight  phce  from  which  it 
will  be  difficult  to  extricate  ourselves.  The  States 
might  assail  us;  but  if  we  had  a railway  by  which 
troops  could  be  sent  from  Quebec  or  other  military 
stations  *o  ta*'  threatened  point,  we  would  be  saved. 
Mr.  Howe  said,  t hat  he  hoped  when  Mr,  McGee  re- 
turned to  Canada  :e  would  be  able  to  say,  “I  have 
been  down  among  those  p-  ople  who  live  on.fish  and 
lobster*,  and  t »ere  I seen  keen  politicians  bickering 
uponsmali  topics,  but  when  tbe  great  subject  of  na- 
tional union  w s brought  before  them  then  all  minor 
difference  was  disregarded,  and  I f -und  them  uniting 
and  pushing  and  cheering  me  on  in  this  labor  of 
love.” 


On  that  occasion,  therefore,  Mr.  Howe  stood  forth 
to  endorse  everything  that  Mr  MoGee  had  stated  in 
reference  to  this  ere&t  question  of  Intercolonial 
Union.  Did  the  man  who  stood  then,  as  he  does  now, 
at  Mr.  Howe's  back,  call  the  scheme  of  Union  a snare 
and  a delusion?  No,  he  stood  th  re  to  publish  those 
sentiments  of  Mr  nowe  in  his  own  p > per,  for  the 
purpose  of  proving  that  that  gentleman  was  a far- 
seeing  patri  t,  who  recognized  the  position  which 
British  North  America  must  occupy,  and  the  mea- 
sures that  were  necessary  to  her  security,  But  that 
is  not  all.  In  1864,  subsequent  to  my  having  carried 
a resolution  in  this  House  in  favor  of  a Legislative 
union  of  the  Maritime  Colonie?,  a visit  was  made  to 
this  Province  by  a large  deputation  of  Canadians, 
head*»d  by  Mr.  McGee,  upon  the  invitation  of  promi- 
nent merchants  of  this  city,  who  came  forward  and 
contributed  their  means  towards  receiving  their 
guests,  and  declaring  by  a resolution  that  it  was  of 
the  greatest  commercial  and  political  importance  that 
there  should  be  a closer  union  between  Nova  Scotia 
and  Canada.  A splendid  banquet  was  given  on  that 
oocasion  in  the  drill  shed  to  our  visitors,  and  Mr. 
Howe  was  present  to  declare  that  no  change  had 
taken  place  in  his  views  since  in  Temperance  Hall 
he  stood  forward  and  endorsed  the  opinions  express- 
ed by  Mr.  McGee.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  pre- 
vious to  this  time  the  Government  of  Canada  had 
re-organized  on  the  basis  of  endeavoring  to  obtain  a 
federal  unien  of  British  North  America;  and  Mr. 
McGee  was  present  as  the  exponent  of  that  policy. 

I spoke  on  that  occasion,  and  expr  ssed  the  delight 
with  which  I had  witnessed  tho  political  coalition  in 
Canada,  and  the  hope  it  gave  roe  that  when  Cartier 
and  Brown  were  rowing  in  t he  same  boat  to  the  tune 
of  “ Row  Brothers,  Row,”  the  result  would  be  a 
Union  of  British  North  America.  It  was  known,  at 
the  same  time,  I may  here  say,  for  it  had  been  an- 
nounced in  Parliament  that  Canada  was  about  to 
send  a deputation  to  the  Maritime  Convention  to  be 
held  at  Charlottetown,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  the  larger  Union  could  not  be  carried 
out.  I shall  now  quote  from  the  remarks  that  were 
made  by  Mr.  Howe  on  the  occasion  in  question,  as 
given  by  the  Sun  newspaper  which  is  now  engaged  in 
aspersing  the  character  of  public  men  more  consist- 
ent than  themselves  upon  this  question  of  Union. 
The  Sun  says 

“Hon.  Mr.  Howe  was  received  with  most  hearty 
cheers.  His  speech  was  short  and  appropriate.  He 
was  no  stranger  among  them  His  voice  had  been 
heard  in  almost  every  town  in  the  Provinces  of 
British  America,  and  would  again  if  occasion  re- 
quired it ; and  he  was  in  hopes  of  yet  seeing  the  dream 
of  his  boyhood  realized— the  Union  of  these  Provin- 
ces in  one  great  federation  under  the  old  flag  of 
England,  an  event  which  he  hoped  was  at  no  distant 
dale.  We  are  sorry  that  our  space  will  not  allow  us 
to  give  this  gentleman’s  remarks  at  greater  length.” 

Now  what  next?  The  government  invited  Mr. 
Howe  as  the  exponent  of  a large  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic sentiment  of  this  country  to  go  upon  the  Delega- 
tion. He  told  me,  as  1 have  stated  in  his  presence, 
that  i(  there  was  any  great  work  in  which  his  ser- 
vices were  required  he  was  ready  to  give  us  his  as- 
sistance; and  accordingly  we  invited  him,  and  hig 
reply  is  on  the  journals  of  this  House.  That  invita* 
tion  remember,  was  tendered  after  he  was  aware  of 
the  Canadian  policy  of  extending  the  Union  to  all 
the  Provinces— after  he  had  ondorted  that  policy  by 
saying  he  hoped  Union  would  be  secured  Deeply  do 
I deplore  that  Mr.  Howe  was  unable  to  attend  on 
that  occasion,  for  I believe  that  the  difficulties  and 
embarrassments  that  the  friends  of  British  American 
Union  have  had  to  encounter  in  dealing  with  this 
great  question  arose  in  a large  measure  trom  the  fact 
that  they  were  deprived  at  the  Conference 
of  Mr.  Howe’s  services.  I am  only  repeating 
that  which  we  hear  from  the  warmest  friends 
he  has  in  this  Province;  that  if  he  had  attended 
at  the  Convention  there  would  not  be  a man 
who  would  be  more  enthusiastic  in  pressing 
forward  this  great  scheme  than  himselb 
However,  he  addressed  me  a letter  iu  which  he 
expressed  his  deep  regret  that  he  could  not  atr 


OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY, 


217 


tend,  and  said  he  would  be  back  by  the  mid- 
le  of  October  prepared  to  assist  us  in  carrying 
out  any  measure  we  agreed  upon.  Now  you 
see  the  same  man  who  thus  bound  himself  to 
assist  ns  in  promoting  anything  :hat  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  day  and  his  own  poliicd 
friends  might  concur  in,  to-dav  in  the  “ Morn- 
ing Chronicle”  denouncing  these  gentleman, 
his  own  tried  political  associates,  as  traitors, 
and  holdiug  them  up  to  the  execra  ion  of  their 
Countrymen  all  over  the  pro'  ince.  If  'here 
was  a spark  of  grati  tide  in  his  heart  he  should 
know  that  the  men  he  is  denouncing  as  con- 
spirators are  those  to  whom  he  owed  the  posi- 
tion and  all  the  advantages  that  he  b s enjoy- 
ed for  the  past  ten  years.  They  are  the  men 
who  sustained  him  in  this  house,  who  sent  him 
to  England  and  enabled  hint  to  secure  the  Im- 
perial office  which  he  lately  held,  and  this  is 
their  reward!  If  [ stood  in  Imposition  that 
Mr.  Howe  stands  in  to-day  on  this  great  ques- 
tion of  union,  I would  forgive  'he  hon.  mem- 
ber for  denouncing  me  as  a raitor  ami  a con- 
spirator, and  tVel  hat  he  hail  reason  to  insinu- 
ate that  I was  influenced  by  the  most  base  and 
unwor  hy  motives.  Having  said  'his  much, 
having  read  t,hn  hon  member  for  East  Halifax 
a lesson  wh’ch  he  will  probably  never  forget, 
I com"  now  to  the  ques  ion  as  it  lies  before 
the  house.  I ask  whether  we  are  in  a position 
to  deal  with  this  question.  It.  has  been  denied 
that  we  are — u has  been  said  that  this  is  a 
change  in  the  constitution  of  tl  e coun  ry  which 
must  be  ratified  by  'he  people  at  the  noils,  if 
it  is  to  he  cons  itutionally  made.  What,  I 
ask,  gave  Nova  Scotia  her  constitution  ? From 
what  sourVe  does  it  come  ? Looking  at 
the  quarter  from  which  it  comes  do  you  find 
anything  to  lead  us  to  suppose  that  ther<  is 
anything  unconstitutional  in  a Parliament 
dealing  with  a question  of  this  character.  You 
find  her  Majesty’s  ministers,  the  very  source 
from  which  ou  • constitution  was  received,  day 
by  day  urging,  notthat  the  Legislature  shall  he 
dissolved,  and  an  appeal  made  to  the  people 
of  this  Province,  but  that  the  representatives 
of  the  tieopleheve  assembled,  in  virtue  of  rhe 
constiturio  al  power  they  possess,  should  deal 
with  his  ques'mn.  You' find  the  very  highest 
authority  in  reference  to  constitutional  mat- 
ters. the  British  Government,  committing  it- 
self unhesitatingly  to  the  only  statesmanlike 
position,  that  the  Parliament  of  the  country, 
the  re  preservatives  of  the  people,  had  the  pow- 
er to  deal  wi  h all  such  matters — that  the  peo- 
ple of  a country  are  assumed  to  be  present  in 
the  persons  of  those  whom  they  have  elected 
to  represent,  them.  Is  that  constitutional  doc- 
trine or  not?  Is  it  sustained  by  British  prac- 
tice which  is  our  great  exemplar,  or  opposed 
even  to  American  practice,  or  to  constitution- 
al usa  e in  any  part  of  the  world  where  con- 
stitutional government  exists,  that  the  consti- 
tution of  a country  may  not  be  changed  by  the 
Parliament?  What  do  you  si-e  at  this  moment 
in  England?  When  the  present  House  of 
Commons  was  elected,  the  question  of  Re  orm 
was  hardly  mentioned  at  the  Polls;  the  people 
had  no  oimovtunity  of  expressing  their  opi- 
nions on  the  subject;  but  now  you  see  the 
Parliament  thus  electa. i,  p eparing  to  deal 
with  its  own  constitution,  by  adding  nearly 
500,000  eli- ctora  to  its  list  of  voters.  Members 
of  Parliament  have  declared  that  the  change 
is  so  fundamental  that  it.  will  hand  over  the 
26 


governing  power  to  a different  class;  but  no 
one  Las  rendered  himself  ridiculous  by  declar- 
ing the  Parliament  was  not  competent  to  deal 
with  this  question,  and  bring  about  this  im- 
portant change  in  the  constitution  ot  thecouu.- 
try. 

Is  not  Congress,  at  this  moment,  changing 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  the 
most  important  respects?  The  time  to  ascertain 
whether  a question  is  constitutional  or  not — to 
obtain  a dispassionate  opinion  from  the  public 
mind  in  the  country — is  not  when  it  is  a subject 
of  excitement  and  controversy.  You  must  go 
back  and  study  the  pages  of  the  history  of  our 
country  to  ascertain  if  you  can  find  upon  the 
record  what  are  the  real  and  deliberate  utteran- 
ces of  public  men  on  both  sides  of  politics.  I 
am  prepared  to  go  back  and  turn  up  the  page  of 
Nova  Scotia’s  history,  and  live  to  the  house  the 
statements  of  public  men  of  all  shades  of  politics, 
that  will  be  clear  and  conclusive  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  house  will  recollect  that  many  years 
ago  the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnston,  when  sitting  on  the 
Opposition  benches,  proposed  a resolution,  pro 
viding  for  a Union  of  British  North  America.— 
That  resolution  became  the  subject  of  calm  and 
dispassionate  discussion,  as  it  should  always  ob- 
tain at  the  hands  of  the  Legislature.  Two  of 
the  ablest  men  who  have  ever  figured  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  country  were  sitting  on  the  Govern- 
ment, side — I refer  to  Mr.  Howe  and  Mr. 
Young.  These  gentlemen  discussed  the  question 
in  all  its  aspects,  and  it  was  never  questioned 
whether  the  Parliament  had  the  power  of  dealing 
with  the  constitution,  but,  as  I shall  prove  to 
you,  the  utterances  of  the  ablest  statesmen 
on  both  sides  we  t to  show  that  the  power 
of  the  Legislature  to  change  the  constitution  of 
the  Province  was  admitted  in  the  clearest  and 
most  conclusive  manner  : — 

“ Mr.  Jobn-ton  said  ou  this  occasion “ I do  this, 
sir,  thit  at  the  outset  it  raav  be  seen  1:o  be  my  de-i^f» 
ibatebe  Imperia  and  Colonial  Governments  should 
be  drawn  toe  nsider  this  great  question  and  to  mould 
it  after  full  deliberation  into  some  form  fit  to  be 
presented  for  the  conside  ati  m of  the  several  Legislar 
tares,  aud  Hiar.  i presume  not.  at  this  stag  * ot  Uie  en- 
quiry to  offer  any  -pecifio  scheme  of  my  ••wb  ” 

Mr.  Johnston  thu  emphatically  recorded  his 
opinion  as  to  the  power  of  the  Legislature  td 
change  the  constitution. 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Mr.  Howe  advo- 
cated Representation  to  the  Imperial  P rlia- 
ment,  which  seems  like  an  ignus  fatuus  to  be 
dancing  before  the  eyes  of  some  hon.  genrlemea 
still.  Mr.  Howe,  however,  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  gave  in  his  adhesion  to  some  such  plan 
as  was  devised  at  Quebec.  He  said  : — 

“ «y  a Federal  Union  of  the  Colonies  we  should 
liAve  omethiog  'ike  the  neighbouring  Kepublic,  and 
iff  saw  nothing  better  I -h<  uld  say  at  once  let  us  k ep 
our  local  L gi-latures  and  hsv  a rresident.  and  Cen- 
tral <vO^'gr*fc8  f>r  all  the  higher  aud  external  relations 
ot  the  United  Provinces.  Under  a Fe  rral  Union  we 
sh  uld  form  a large  nd  prosperous  nation,  lying  be- 
t.w  en  the  other  two  branches  of  th<*  British  family, 
and  on”  duty  would  evidently  be  to  k*ep  them  both 
at  peace.” 

Here  you  will  see  you  have  not  only  the  authority 
ot  the  mov-r  «;f  this  resoluti  n,  but  ot  the  lion.  Josu 
Howe,  who  stated  that  it  he  did  not  see  a means  oi 
accomplishing  the  object  lie  wished,  he  would  go  in 
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favour  of  a F deral  Union  of  thopo  Provinces  with  a 
general  LogiiUaMire  to  deal  witn  thegeneral  interc  ts, 
ami  Local  L au-lat  res  for  to*  m*naK°nuuir  of  local 
affairs— iu  fact  just  such  a scheme  as  we  h ;ve  propos- 
ed. 

But  the  point  with  which  I am  now  specially 
dealing  is  the  constitutional  question.  I shall 
now  give  von  Mr.  Howe’s  views  on  this  subject. 
When  it  * obtained  the  unanimous  permission  of 
the  Legislature  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the 
Union  of  the  Colonies,  he  addressed  a letter  to 
all  the  Governments  of  British  North  America, 
calling  their  attention  to  the  advisability  of 
holding  a Conference  in  connection  with  the 
question.  He  said  : — 

“ i u wi.d  upreeive  that  the  Colonial  Governments 
are  left  free  to  invito  all  the  leading  mon  of  all  tho 
Uiovkuc  • conc-rwed.  to  a discussion  of  the  question 
of  Union,  either  of  all  the  Provinces  or  the  Maritime 
Provinces  only : and  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  if 
would  appear,  are  disposed  to  give  due  weight  and 
comnd  .u-ircon  o any  resolutions  so  whioh  the  Colonial 
Legislatures  may  concur. 

• it  mu.t  bi  obvious  that  there  qaa  be  no  great  pro- 
gress m De  towards  an  adjustment  of  this  quesMmi 
nn:e<3  r-.e  resolutions  to  beau  mitted  ro  the  Colonial 
Legislatures  are  in  substance  the  same,  and  in  order 
that  uniformity  in  spi  it,  and,  if  possible,  in  language 
may  b - secured. 

Here  you  have  from  Mr.  Howe  himself  the 
mode  proposed  to  give  effect  to  the  resolution 
which  he  in  the  commencement  of  his  course,  as 
first  Minister,  of  the  Crown,  brought  forward  for 
a Union  of  the  Colonies.  Not  a word  escaped 
from  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Johnston,  or  any  one  else, 
than  it  was  necessary  to  appeal  to  the  people,  in 
order  to  effect  this  important  constitutional 
change : — 

Me  Young  aid:  “ It  will  be  apparent.  M>*.  Chair- 
mac,  from  these  views,  that  wlrle  I am  fav  ruble  to  an 
union  oi  hose  colonic*  and  keenly  alive  to  the  bene- 
fits that  may  be  expected  to  fl<  w from  it  I am  al-o 
of  opinion  that  w-‘  are  not  prepared  to  pass  any  res  >- 
lutein  that  should  bind  us  at  the  present  m >ment 
Tin  we  cut  at  all  ev  nta decide  '>  hether  the  u ion  we 
desire  shad  b-»  federal  or  legislative;  it  is  wiser  for 
n?  so  sty  nothing  1'hat  cardm  l point  being  once 
agreed  on  by  the  colonies,  the  detail*  inus  be  settled 
by  a c mv  mien  of  the  ablest  and  most  experienced 
\ Tneir  r port  would  c >me  bao,*  t > tli e respective 
Legislatures  for  revision  or  confirmation;  an  i «n  place 
01  ipecspuue  movement.  <•  movein  ut  might  be 
con -u.nmated  by  general  consent,  after  a deliberate 
and  ca  m review  and  give  to  British  Aia  rica.,  u tier 
th  t url  fi  ig  and  surround  d md  endeared  by  the  ohl 
as  < eolations,  a government  formed  on  the  most  ap- 
pro  u i in  idol,  which  republic  in-  might-  envy  and  a 
ree  -•  -opie  » ubl  venerate  and  defend. 

So  you  have  the  three  prominent  men  of  the 
day  committing  themselves  in  the  most  unequi- 
vocal manner  to  the  declaration  that  under  the 
.constitution  of  tho  country  the  mode  of  dealing 
,with  this  question  was  a Convention  of  public 
men,  and  that  the  scheme  should  have  effect  giv- 
en to  it  by  the  people’s  representatives  assembled 
.in  Parliament,  when  Lord  Mulgrave,  at  Mr. 
Howe’s  solicitation,  addressed  a letter  to  the  Co- 
lonial Office  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
gave  his  opinion  on  this  point,  as  follows: — 
huatd  no  objecti  m o any  consul  radon  < n t>e 
gu'ijaot  am-  ngstthe  I-  auing  members  of  the  G<>v°rn- 
m-ur,  ouceraed : but  whatever  th o result  o-  *uch 

Co'  uHatfon  might  be.  the  most  satisfactory  mode  of 
t sting  th  opinion  of  the  people  <f  British  North 
America  would  probably  he  hy  m -au  - f r-  -Hu  trioa  or 
address,  proposed  in  the  Legislature  of  each  Province 
bv  its  own  Government  " 


To  this  may  be  added  the  following  opinion  of 
the  present  Colonial  Minister.  He  says  : — 

1 iter  Msij  sty  s G vmmment  anticipate  no  seriou#  j 
difficulty  in  ibis  part  of  the  ca«e,  since  tue  Resolution#  j 
wil  generally  bo  fou  d sufficiently  explicit  to  guide  ' 
those  who  will  be  entrust*- d with  the  preparation  of  I 
th-  Hill.  It.  appears  ro  them  tb«-r>for  that  you  j 
should  now  take  immediate  measures  »•<  concert  with 
the  Lieutenant  Governors  ol  the  rev-ral  Provinces, 
for  submitting  to  the  respective  Legislatures  this  pro- 
ject of  the  Conference;  and  ii,  as  1 hope,  you  are 
able  to  report  that  these  Legislatnres  Barction  and 
adopt  the  scheme,  Her  Majesty’s  Governme  it  will 
rend  r you  ad  the  assistance  in  their  power  to  carry 
it  into  effect." 

So,  at  a time  when  the  question  was  calmly 
debated,  and  when  there  was  no  excitement,  you 
have  these  distinct  utterances  of  all  these  able 
statesmen,  both  British  and  Colonial,  that  the 
Parliament  of  the  country  has  power  to  change 
the  constitution  of  the  country,  and  that  that  is 
the  proper  mode  of  dealing  with  such  a subject. 
Therefore  I say  that  I am  in  a position  to  stats 
that  the  Legislature  is  justified  in  taking  suck 
action  upon  the  vital  and  important  question,  a» 
in  their  deliberative  opinion  is  calculated  to  pror 
mote  the  best  interests  of  the  Province  and  of 
British  North  America.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  j f 
the  issue  that  has  been  raised  by  parties  lor  purpo 
ses  of  their  own — who  wish  to  overthrow  the  ex  1 
isting-  administration  and  come  into  power  them  h 
selves,  is  swept  away  like  chaff  before  the  wind  * ! * 
neither  constitutional  principle  nor  precedent 
being  found  to  support  their  views.  N 

After  having  sustained  my  position  by  argu-  if 
ments  like  these — after  having  brought  the  opi-  P 
nions  of  all  these  eminent  public  men  to  prove  it'1 
the  proper  and  constitutional  inode  of  dealing  p 
with  the  subject — after  having  shown  that  in  jjffi 
the  whole  history  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  P 
United  States  no  parallel  can  be  found  for  the  P 
appeal  to  the  people  which  has  been  proposed  — i?r 
I think  the  opponents  of  Union  are  not  in  a sit  lls 
uation  to  challenge  the  right  of  this  house  in  the  n 
exercise  of  its  legitimate  functions  to  pursue  P1 
such  a course  as  the.  interest  of  our  common  ^ 
country  demands.  They  cannot,  find  one  exam  ^ 
pie  of  a question  like  this  being  referred  to  the  j# 
people  at  the  polls,  cither  in  Great  Britain  or  the  ffli 
United  States, — there  is  one,  but  it  is  not  one  Ni 
which  they  are  likely  to  adduce  for  adoption  by  j>e' 
a British  Assembly.  It  is  the  occasion  on  which  ini 
the  people  of  France  were  driven  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet  to  the  polls,  to  sustain  a perfect  despot-  to 
ism  in  the  country,  to  part  with  every  vestige  of  *° 
liberty  that  freemen  value.  !t! 

R.-ivi;  g already  sta  fof  u detail  the  argument*  • to 
in  favor  of  Univn  w ;vh  weigh  upon  toy  own  !ln 
mind,  I fe  i i wc  ud  be  trtr  parsing  \pon  th®  |" 
House  if  l were,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  go  at  \ to 
any  le-og  h into  a.  question  which  ha**  been  so  ful*  ^ 
iy  discussed.  I fe*.-»  that  when  I hav*  drawn  the  j 1 
tentioc  of  the  House  to  the  fact.  tint,  o >t  only  to 
have  gentleman  polities5 ly  oppos  ’d  ro  each  other  to 
been  brought  to  co  op<  rate  on  r hi  question,  hut  :a 
the  greatest  mind:  of  th  country  who  have  ever  ® 
token  a p ■ mi  new  share  in  pnb  c idf-  ira  are  etij  to 
dorsing  thi*  action  ir  i*  unnecessary  for  me  to  ^ 
weary  the  House  with  any  lengthy  obs  rvations.  1,1 
I am  not  surprised  that  Mr.  Howe  should  have  “ 


OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY 


219  > 


I brought  forward  this  great  qu  s ioa  of  Colonial 
Union.  Atutiune  when  par;y  conflict  rag  d in 
i thi-  country  a-s  never  b<  fere,  in  1861,  the  opposi 
! cn  party  in  t.fii>  House  stated  ill  t they  were  pre- 
I pared  to  tus*ain  their  opponents  in  a measure 
that  was  calculated  to  advance  the  Union  of  ti- 
[tish  North  in  r ca  At  that  time  the  advocacy 
of  that  ruhj  n t was  popular  to  ths  last  degro;  nor 
was  it  ti  l the  last  moment  th  >t  men  were  found 
unpatriotic  enough  to  ignore  their  own  previous 
action'  in  rd  r to  antagonize  a great  national 
movement,  in  order  to  obtain  an  unfair  advanteg* 
over  the  Government  of  the  day.  A though  by 
Jtho  dissemination  f i ifh.mmatory  pr  duedons, 
bv  (onju  ing  up  th  f.Lluful  bugbear  of  taxation, 
a large  body  of  the  people  have  been  brought  to 
look  upon  the  Qm  bee  echemo  with  disfavor  1 am 

t proud  to  know  that  the  best  minds  cf  this  country 
give  their  hearty  sanction  and  are  prepared  to  sus- 
itain  this  m<  vnn  nt  to  unite  British  North  Ame- 
rica by  every  means  in  their  power  Is  it  strange 
that  such  sht.u  d bo  the  cast?  Whet  future  can 
Nova  Scotia  have  apart  from  a Union  of  British 
North  mor  ca. 

Look  at  the  comparatively  insignificant  position 
wo  occupy  and  tell  me,  surrounded  as  we  a e by 
hostile  tariff',  with  a mere  handful  of  p ipulatioti, 
what  future  can  we  look  forward  to  unless  it  i-s 
in  connecii  m with  tin  consolidation  of  British 
North  America  under  one  government.  Look- 
ing only  at  the  commercial  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion—at  the  expansion  of  our  trade  and  our 
great  fac  ii  ies  for  manu  Returns,  is  it  a matter 
for  snrpnse  that  th  - most  iutei  i.ent  men  in  t:  is 
sountry  have  combined,  as  they  ha^e  never  d ne 
>n  any  other  question  ? The  geographical  po- 
litico we  occupy,  can  he  of  little  service  and  the 
jreat  resources  we  posse's 5 are  ad  comparatively 
useless  at  d can  never  obtain  full  development 
.■xcept,  as  Mr.  t'cwe  has  said  by  rn  .king  this 
province  the  Atlantic  frontage  for  a mighty  Bri  ish 
American  country  Let  us  turn  our  at  leu  ion  to 
;he  question  of  an  Int<  rco'onial  Railway.  Great 
is  may  be  its  commercial  advant  ges,  though  it 
nay  make  Nova  Scotia  the  wharf  of  Bri  ish 
tforth  Ametica.  everybod  knows  ihat  it  has 
>ecn  stnt' d dme  after  time  by  Mr  Howe  as  lay- 
ngatthe  very  foundation  of  ihe  security  and 
Lclvancement  of  I rt  ish  Am  erica  be  said 
iewantedtheIntercolori.il  Railway  because  it 
could  bring  about  Union.  For  twenty  long 
ears  the  ablest  public  men  had  eombin;  d all 
heir  talents  and  > netgi  s to  bring  a!>  u the  con- 
truction  of  this  great  work  but  all  ih^-ir  iffota 
lave  provud  futile.  The  mo  ment  however  the 
ntercolonial  Union  is  consummated,  the  int>  r- 
olonial  Railway  becomes  an  accompli  hid  fuet- 
The  delegates  came  back  not  on  y with  the  evi- 
lence  that  the  g neral  scheme  gave  that,  these 
Tovinces  would  have  all  the  'eg  timate  influence 
hat  they  were  enti  led  to  but  with  the  proof  that 
he  twenty  millions  of  dollars  rquirid  to  build 
he  Inter-colonial  Railway  were  secured  by  Inter- 
olonid  Union.  But  the  great  commeca  al 
antugt  8 derivtd  from  Union  have  been  so  fully 
le1  ailed  on  the  platf  rm  and  in  the  press  in  a 
nanner  that  must  carry  conviction  to  every  intel- 
igent  mind,  that  it  is  altogether  supeifluous  for 


me  to  dwell  on  this  part  of  the  s’ibj-  ct.  No  man 
can  look  at  the  position  of  onr  country  without 
recogmz  ng  at  one*  tha",  surrounds  d,  us  we  are, 
by  hostile  mrff-i,  our  great  facilities  for  ma'  ufae- 
turt'8  must  lie  dormant.  If,  therefore,  we  wLh  to 
develops  enterpriz  % and  nuke  this  country  » great 
bee  hive  of  industry,  we  must,  without  d lay,, 
carry  out  this  scheme  of  lnur  colonial  Union. 
The  Reciprocity  Treaty  has  been  swept  away;, 
and  no  intelligent  man,  whether  opposed  to  the 
Quebec  scheme  or  not,  can  fail  to  s<  e that  the  - 
basis  on  which  our  previous  prosperity  rested  has 
been  affected  to  a large  extent  and  that  *hero 
shou’d  be  found  some  counterbalance  g means 
by  which  our  comm  n interests  tn»v  b ■ pro  . oted. 
Important,  however,  as  these  matters  are,  there  is 
another  question  to  which  I have  hardly  referred, 
which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  whole  argu- 
ment. Whilst  I am  prepared  to  sui-por-  this 
Union  under  the  belief  that  onr  political  and  com- 
mercial prosperity  is  indissolubly  hound  up  in  the 
measu  e,  1 would  say  that  1 would  accept  it  at 
some  sacrifice  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  thd 
on'y  means  by  which  I could  hat  d down  to  mjr 
chi  d en  the  priceless  boon  of  Biitish  connection. 

I must  here  ag  tin  invite  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  following  observations  of  Vlr  Howe  cn 
this  subject,  and  for  which  the  hon.  'member  is 
re:  pons  b!e,  for  he  was  a member  of  the  G vtrn- 
ment  who  hr  ught  them  here.  In  a state  paper 
in  the  ,J.  u-nals  of  1862  Mr.  Howe  declared  : 

“ The  United  States  thus  have  been  suddenly 
transformed  from  peaceful  communities,  pur- 
suing lawful  commerce,  to  a military  Republic. 

“ The  British  Provinces  survey  these  phe- 
nomena without  fear,  but  not  without  emotion: 
and  they  ask,  as  the  first  measure  of  indispen- 
sible  precaution  and  obvious  defence,  that  the  . 
Inter-colonial  Railroad  shall  be  completed 
without  delay. 

“ Without,  the  road  the  Provinces  are  dis- 
located, and  almost  incapable  of  d*-fer  ce,  for  a. 
great  portion  of  the  year,  except  at  such  » 
sacrifice  of  life  and  property,  and  at  such  an 
enormous  cost  to  the  mother  country,  as  makes 
the  small  contribution  which  she  is  asked  to  - 
give  towards  its  construction  sis  k into  insig-  ' 
nificance.  With  the  railroad  we  can  concen- 
trate our  forces  on  the  menaced  points  of  our 
frontier,  gpard  the  citadels  and  works  which 
have  been  erected  by  Great  Britain  at  vast 
expense,  cover  our  cities  from  surprise,  and 
hold  our  own  till  reinforcements  can  be  setfct 
across  the  sea;  while,  without  the  railway,  if 
an  attack  were  made  in  winter,  the  mother 
country  could  put  no  army  worthy  of  the  * 
national  honor,  and  adequate  to  the  exigency, 
upon  the  Canadian  frontier,  without  a positive 
waste  of  treasure,  far  greater  than  the  principal  - 
of  the  sum  the  interest  of  which  she  is  asked 
to  contribute,  or  rather  to  risk. 

“ The  British  Government  have  built  expen- 
sive citadels  at  Halifax,  Quebec, and  Kingston, 
and  have  stores  of  munitions  and  warlike  uia-  • 
terial  in  them;  but  their  feeble  garrisons  will 
be  inadequate  for  their  defence  unless  the  Pro-> 
vincial  lorces  can  be  concentrated  iu  and 
around  them.  An  enterprising  enemy  would  . 
carry  them  by  coups  de  main  before  they  could  . 
be  reinforced  from  England,  and,  once  , taken 
the  ports  and  roadsteads  which  they  have  been 
erected  to  defend,  would  not  be  over-safe  for 
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the  naval  armaments  sent  out  too  late  for  their 
relief.  ***** 

“Therefore,  we  desire  to  strengthen  our  fron- 
tier bythe  completion  of  a work  indisi  ensible 
to  its  defence.  J t is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
the  construction  of  the  Inter  colonial  Railroad 
might  save  us  the  cost  of  a war;  for  the  Anieri 
cans  are  themselves  sagacious  enough  to  see 
that,  with  that  work  completed,  surprise  is  im- 
possible, and  the  results  of  a protracted  war  at 
tfcast  extremely  doubtful.  Without  it,  Canada 
4nd  the  Maritime  Provinces  may  be  cut  asun- 
der, and  outflanked  at  any  moment,  without 
4he  possibility  of  their  population  leaning  upon 
common  points  of  support  and  aiding  and 
Crrengthenipg  each  other.” 

Here  you  hare  the  deliberate  utterances  of  Mr 
Howe  and  Mr.  Annand,  as  members  of  the 
Government,  and  we  accepted  them  in  good  faith 
48  the  language  of  sincerity.  Yet  the  hon  g >ntle- 
«nan  who  brought  that  document  here  stands  torth 
10-day  saying  that  he  wih  use  all  the  influence  he 
possesses  to  array  the  people  aga  nst  the  only 
■leans  by  which  we  can  get  the  railway  upon 
Vinca  our  common  secu  iry  thus  depends 

I read  vutft  great  satisfaction  Mr  i Iowa's  letter 
of  to  day,  bee  me  I felt  that  it  w<  uld  be  a stain 
l>pon  our  country  if  an  Imperial  officer  was  secretly 
Using  the  power  of  his  position  to  tnwart  the 
progress  of  a great  movement  whi  h the  Imperial 
-4Htho  ities  had  declartd  to  he  indis:  ensabie  to  the 
security  of  these  Provinces  Thereto  e l was  glad 
X<0  find,  when  salary  was  no  longer  in  the  way,  for 
ip  had  ceased,  even  at  this  late  hour  he  had  thrown 
Off  the  mask  and  avowed  himself  an  emmy  of  a 
Union  cf  British  North  America,  declaring  that 
4ll  the  principles  he  had  proclaimed  publicly  on 
«his  question  were  a delusion  and  a decepdou,  and 
4hat  the  position  he  was  prepared  to  occupy  was 
to  trample  down  this  Union,  whi  h he  had  d »ne 
more  to  recomna  nd  to  the  British  Government 
and  the  people  cf  this  Province  than  any  other 
man  and  tha„  for  the  insignificant  and  unworthy 
Object  of  getting  back  into  place  and  power  in  the 
Province  tf  No  a*cotia  (C  heers  in  the  galleries.) 
£ regret  that  I should  thus  be  compelled  to  deal 
Vith  an  absent  man.  but  his  mouto  piece  is  in  the 
House  to  defend  him.  With  a large  > or  ion  of 
■Chat  letter  I entirely  concur  and  shad  read  it  to 
you,  as  J.  think  it  most  effectually  proves  the 
oecessiiy  of  an  immediate  Union  of  these  Pro- 
yilrces : — 

* While  in  Washington  Congress  was  in  ses- 
atom,  and  I had  the  opportunity,  never  onjoy- 
s&£L  before  for  so  long  a period,  to  study  the 
practical  working  of  Republican  institutions, 
«nd  to  see  and  Rear  the  leading  nten  uow  miu- 
^Hugiu  the  stiriug,  scenes  of  American  public 

On  my  return  home  I waited  upon  the  lieu- 
tenant Governor  and  upon  General  Doyle,  and 
gave  them  my  impression  as  to  the  state  of  affairs 
across  the  border.  During  the  fortnight  which 
feas  elapsed  since,  I have  given  to  any  body 
tahti  asked  them , in  the  streets  or  in  society , my 
opinions  with  equal  freedom.  To  those  who  en- 
quired about  the  Fenian  organization,  I have 
said  that  it  was  formidable  and  not  to  be  des- 
pised. That  it  embraced  every  city  and  town 
and  village  where  Irishmen  dwell  in  the  United 


States — that  the  proverbial  generosity  of  a 
mercurial  people,  who  gave  liberally  of  their 
substance  when  their  feelings  were  touched, 
placed  large  sums  of  money  at  irs  disposal ; and 
that,  as  great  numbers  of  the  Fenians  have  been 
under  fire  during  the  late  civil  war,  they  com- 
bined, within  the  order,  a fair  share  of  discipline 
and  experience  I have  said  further  that,  as 
the  American  Government,  in  disbanding  800,- 
000  men,  had  permitted  each  man  to  carry  off 
his  rifle  and  accoutrements  on  payment  of  six 
dollars,  the  country  was  full  of  arms,  of  the 
most  approved  construction,  to  he  purchased 
for  a song.  That  as  for  nine  months  past,  the 
Government  has  been  selling,  at.  all  the  milita- 
ry and  naval  arsenalsand  depots,  ships, cannon 
shot,  clothing,  waggons,  ambulances,  and  every 
descrition  of  war  material,  at  low  prices,  the 
Fenians  could  provide  themselves  with  stores 
and  transportation  at  a figure  far  below  what, 
they  would  have  had  to  pay  if  the  articles  were 
purchased  at  first,  cost. 

When  asked  if  1 thought  the  Fenians  could 
muster  any  force  that  could  conquer  either  or 
all  these  Provir  ces,  I have  invariably  answer- 
ed no.  That,  if  the  Fenians  come  alone,  and  if 
we  are  true  to  ourselves  we  can  repel  them  at 
every  point,  of  the  frontier,  or  should  they  effect 
a lodgement  speedily  drive  them  out.  But,  the 
real  danger  is,  that  they  may  n d.  come  alone „ 
Unhappily  there  prevails  in  the  United  Statesa 
wide  spread  felling  of  hostility  to  the  Provin- 
ces arising  out  of  the  sympathy  for  the  South 
manifested  during  the  civil  war.  This  feeling 
has  been  strong  enough  to  induce  Congress  to 
throw  over  the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  and  to  risk 
collisions  upon  the  fishing  grounds  and  an  en- 
ormous amount  of  trade.  And  then,  every 
man  who  has  had  a ship  captured  by  the  Shen- 
andoah, Alabama,  or  other  cruisers  built  in 
England,  attributes  his  loss  to  the  supineness 
or  connivance  of  the  British  Government,  and 
is  a Fenian  of  the  most]  irate  description. 

But,  will  not  American  Government  inter- 
fere ? This  question  is  often  put  to  me,  and  I 
answer.  I believe  and  hope  they  will.  Mr. 
Gladstone  evidently  thinks  and  Sir  Fred. 
Bruce  is  confident  they  will.  But  the  danger 
lies  here.  At  this  moment  the  Cabinet  at 
Washington  is  involved  in  complications  of  no 
ordinary  kind.  The  great  R-  publican  party 
and  the  Piesident  have  been  at  issue,  upon  the 
reconstiuction  policy,  for  ten  weeks,  and  one 
Branch  has  just  passed  a Bill  over  the  veto  by 
a two-thirds  majority.  Both  parties  are  ap 
pealing  to  the  country  for  support.  The  Fen- 
ians are  said  to  control  a million  of  votes,  and 
certainly  make  up  a formidable  portion  of  the 
Democratic  parry  that  supports  the  President 
Those  who  cherish  hard  feeling  against  the 
Provinces  and  the  British  Government,  control 
a good  many  more.  Out  of  these  complica- 
tions no  human  being,  at  this  moment,  can  tell 
what  may  or  may  not  arise.  In  the  mean- 
while a flying  squadron  has  been  ordered  to 
the  North  Atlantic,  and  a formidable  iron 
Ram,  w th  double  turrets,  is  said  to  be  coming 
with  it.  Let  u*  h<  pe  and  pray  for  the  preval- 
ence of  peaceful  feeling,  but  let  us  complete  our 
coast  defences  and  keep  our  powder  dry* 
There  is  another  source  of  danger.  Eight  hun- 
dres  thousand  young  men,  accustomed  to  war, 
to  the  excitement,  of  raids  and  to  the  license  of 
samp  life,  have  been  recently  disbanded 
Should  the  Fenians  make  a raid,  perhaps*  in 
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the  first  instance,  none  but  Irishmen  may- 
come.  But  should  these,  when  the  frost  is  out 
of  the  ground,  entrench  themselves  and  hold 
any  part  of  our  territory  for  ten  days,  who  can 
say  how  long  all  the  fighting  will  be  left  to  the 
Fenians, — and  should  others  come,  what  wild 
excitement  may  not  sweep  over  some  of  those 
great  border  States  when  a few  dead  bodies 
are*  sent  home  ? "Who  can  tell  how  many 
horses  may  not  be  saddled  in  the  warlike 
West?  Here  are  our  chances  of  peace  and  our 
perils  fairly  stated,  as  I have  stated  them  to 
those  in  authority,  and  to  anybody  who  asked 
me  during  the  past  fortnight.  Taking  the 
calmest  view  of  the  whole  field, I am  free  to 
admit  that,  while  hoping  for  the  best  and 
counting  on  the  good  faith  of  the  American 
Government,  I cannot  but  feel  that  circum- 
stances  may  arise  very  difficult  to  control,  and 
that  may  test  the  manhood  and  resources  of  the 
Provinces  before  very  many  weeks.” 

The  House  will  remember  that  when  the  hon. 
member  for  Halifax  wrested  the  paper  of  which 
he  was  the  responsible  editor  from  one  of  the  Que- 
bec Delegates  for  the  purpose  of  writing  down 
this  question  of  an  Inter-colonial  Union  there  ap- 
peared in  its  columns  a series  of  letters  entitled 
“ The  botheration  Scheme;  ’ and  it  is  now  known 
that  they  were  written  by  Mr.  Howe  —that  has 
never  been  denied.  What  was  the  first  position 
taken  by  Mr.  Howe,  the  man  who  induced  the 
House  to  declare  that  so  many  and  so  great  were 
the  manifold  advantages  of  a Union  of  all  these 
Provinces,  that,  they  should  give  the  Governrn  nt 
the  power  to  deal  with  it?  He  came  out  as  the 
avowed  enemy  of  any  union  whatever,  because  ii, 
was  going  10  destroy  Responsible  Government  — 
You  see  the  same  thing  stated  in  the  communica- 
tion of  this  morur  g If  to  unite  British  Ameri- 
ca under  one  Government  and  into  one  Legisla- 
ture, is  to  destroy  Responsible  Government, 
where  was  Responsible  Government  when  the 
policy  to  which  he  had  invited  the  att  ntion  of 
the  House  was  adopted?  Again,  any  Union  with 
Canada  was  denounced  because  there  were  a mil- 
lion of  Frenchmen  in  Canada.  Were  there  any 
Frenchmen  in  Canada  when  that  resolution  off  r- 
ed  by  Mr.  Howe  passed  this  House?  Had  there 
no  rebellion  in  Canada  when  he  persuaded  the 
House  to  agree  to  that  policy  of  Union?  Having 
denouoctd  all  Union — having  trampled  under 
his  feet  all  the  principles  of  his  previous  life, 
what  more?  The  next  “Botheration"  ar  icle 
treated  us  to  an  rulogium  upon  Republican 
institutions  such  as  was  hardly  ever  seen 
in  a Briti  h paper.  Mr.  Howe’s  language  went 
to  prove  that  the  sooner  the  worthless  bauble  of 
North  Am  rican  institutions  is  swept  away  and 
replaced  byem  the  priceless  g of  Republican  insti 
tutions  the  better  for  us  I can  forgive  American 
statesmen  holding  such  language,  those  who  owe 
their  fealty  to  the  institutions  of  that  great  Repub- 
lic ; but  t am  not  prepared  to  hear  this  language 
from  the  same  man  who  on  the  platform  in  Eng- 
latid,  w en  a de'egate  from  this  Province  to  the 
Imperial  governm  nt,  denounced  the  Repub  ican 
iusii  utious  of  the  United  States,  and  held  them 
up  to  the  scorn  ana  contempt  of  every  British 
subject.  When  his  own  country  is  to  be  consoli- 


dated when  a great  scheme  necessarv  to  the 
security  of  British  America  is  proposed  does  he 
still  hold  the  opinions  which  he  uttered  when  in 
England  as  the  result  of  20  years  study  of  Ameri- 
can institutions  ? Does  he  show  himself  a man 
of  public  principle?  No  ! He  shows  lhathecan 
change  his  op  nions  at  pleasure,  and  propound 
wlarever  views  will  best  suit  his  into  ests,  and, 
that  he  is  influenced  by  considerations  that  ought 
not  to  influence  any  public  man,  and  may  thus  be 
induced  to  sustain  one  set  of  principles  to-day, 
and  asserts  others  drametrically  opposed  to  these 
to-morrow. 

I believe  what  the  hon.  gentleman  s&ys  in  what 
I have  read  of  his  letter  is  true.  It  is  consistent 
with  all  the  information  that  the  government 
possesses  The  information  c mmg  to  us  from 
hour  to  hour  shows  the  existence  ar  d wide  spread 
ramifications  of  the  Fenian  organization.  What 
ought  to  be  the  condnct  of  a patriot  and  a states-? 
man  in  the  face  of  a danger  like  that.  I believe 
Mr.  I.Iowe  has  not  colored  the  matter  too  strongly 
that  these  parties  are  going  to  make  an  onslaught 
upon  some  portion  of  these  provinces;  and  the 
men  wrho  wi  1 be  responsible  far  all  its  terrors 
will  be  the  m n who  are  resisting  Inter  colonial 
Union  and  indoctrinating  our  people  with  senti- 
ments that  may  shake  their  allegiance  to  the 
Crown.  It  is  only  last  night  Jhe  Lieut.-Governor 
received  a despatch  that  two  hundred  Ftnian?  had 
arrived  at  Portland;  and  there  is  deep  apprehen- 
sion that  St  John  or  Yarmouth  may  be  the  first 
object  of  attack.  In  the  presence  of  a common 
danger  like  that,  the  duty  of  a patriot  and  states- 
man would  be  to  sink  all  differences  and  combine 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  British  North  America  Let  the  agis  of 
British  protection  be  withdrawn  and  wcat  can 
Nova  Scotia  do  in  the  face  of  such  d ng  r as  Mr. 
Howe  depicts  ? Sim  ply  nothing  The  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Halifax  told  us  that  the  United  States  of 
Am*  rica  are  looking  to  British  North  America, 
feeling  that  if  they  only  possessed  fhe-.e  Pr  vinces 
they  would  lx  come  the  first  Naval  Pow  er  in  the 
world  and  able  to  dictate  their  terms  to  all  nations. 
That  statement  carrit 8 co  nviction  with  it  to  tbe 
mind  of  every  man.  J.  will  now  ask  the  House  if  I 
were  coriupted  by  American  gold,  enamoured  of 
American  institutions,  believing  that  the  heat  thing 
that  I c uld  do  would  be  to  transfer  this  country 
to  the  United  States  of  America  what  are  the 
most  effvCtive  measures  that  I could  take  * 
Would  it  not  be  to  keep  the  Provinces  dis- 
united and  repel  the  protection  of  the  mother- 
country,  and  then  lutton-hole  everv  man  whom 
I could  influence,  and  undermine  hi-»  confi- 
dence in  our  institutions  by  whisperi  g into 
his  ear  the  insidious  statement  that  Great  Britain 
could  not  protect  us  th  t the  power  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  too  gigantic-^  that  Great  Britain 
herself  would  fail  to  proteet  even  the  city  of  Hali- 
fax against  such  ships  as  were  now  possessed  by 
the  American  Government  And  when  I had  in- 
doctrinated the  minds  of  my  countrymen  with 
that  ide  •,  I would  tell  them  that  the  i-ts  plan  is 
to  reject  the  po  icy  of  the  Impeiial  Govrnment, 
We  all  know  that  the  feeling  of  loyalty  to  one’* 
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coun'-ry,  th.*  prid-'  in  its  institutions.  lies  to  the  fact 
that  their  institutions'  are  able  to  t.ff  rd  protection 
to  life  aiul  property  T ;t  re  fore  tlie  moment  jou 
have  carried  conviction  to  the  minds  o'  the  people 
that  Gr  at  Britain  is  unable  to  protec  us,  and 
that  they  star  d in  the  presence  or  so  gigantic  a 
power  that  ic  hns  only  to  wil.  to  t dee  them,  then 
yr-u  U' d online  th-ir  l oyalty.  Now  W'  have  Mr. 
Howeintkat  attitude;  since  his  return,  in  the 
streets,  and  in  the  c ubs,  mid  in  the  presence  of 
the  h:gh,>st  audio  idea  of  ihe  iand,  you  fi.td  him 
con.'ta  .t  y holdi  g forth  the  doctrine  that  Great 
Britain  L impotu  t to  dtfend  t hi-  Province  that 
though  i ritit-h  America  might  unite,  yet  with 
even  Great  Britain  at  her  ack,  all  she  could  do 
would  not  prevent  he  fning  swept  away  when  the 
American  overnment  wished  it.  If  1 stood  in  a 
position  like  tnar,  the  hon.  m m.  tor  Halifax  might 
he  jus  ified  ;n  m kit  g us  an  object  of  suspicion 
and  throwing  out  his  taunts  and  inuendos  about 
base  bii  es  having  influenced  pub  ic  men  Here 
you  see  the  mun  w ho  stood  but  yesterday  on  the 
very  watch  rower  oi  the  question  of  ntercolordal 
Union — having  indoctrinat'd  the  people  with  the 
sentiment  of  Union  - having  he’d  up  Republican 
institu  ions  to  s orn  and  derision  ; now  standing 
forth  and  throwing  his  whole  power  into  the 
scale  tf  Gppositi  n to  Intercolonial  Union 
magnifying  the  power  ot  the  United  Mates 
extravagantly.  What  more?  You  have  at  the 
same  time  ; hut  this  most  insid  ous  poison  is  i e ng 
instilled  into  the  ear  of  every  one  in  the  com- 
munity, the  leading  opponents  of  Union  unhesi- 
tatingly avowing  pre  erence  for  Annexation  to 
the  United  Mates.  (f  heers  ) I ask  you  to  put 
these  facts  together  and  L win  not  r»  quire  to  ad- 
duce the  iiea  oimble  utterances  of  Mr.  Annand 
on  the  streets  whirh  have  be°n  taken  batk  and 
apolog’zed  !or  on  the  fl  /ors  of  the  House  1 say 
-then,  under  i-uch  < i cu instances,  I cannot  come 
to  any  other  co;  clusi  >n  than  that  the  time  has 
come  when  very  man  whether  public  or  private, 
who  wishes  to  save  the  county  and  preserve  the 
connection  with  she  mother  country,  should 
speak  our;  boldly  and  manfully,  irrespective  of 
any  per  on«l  consideration.  Holding  the  senti- 
ments .1  do  eiieving  that  the  c is;s  has  come 
when  we  must  decide  whether  we  shall  he  annex- 
ed to  the  United  Mates  or  rema  n connected  with 
the  harem  state  I would  be  the  blackest  traitor 
that  ever  disgraced  a country  if  Ldid  not  by  every 
means  in  my  power  urge  u -on  this  Legislature 
to  prove  qual  to  the  emergency  and  take  that 
course  which,  in  a few  months  will  secure  that 
consolidation  of  British  N rth  Am  rica  and  the 
connection  with  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
which  I believe,  which  1 know  it  is  the  sincere  wi  h 
of  the  people  to  secure,  and  which  can  alone  place 
these  Provinces  in  a position  that  will  at  oticj 
give  them  dignity  of  po  J ion  and  ensure  tueir 
safety 

Having  thereiore,  given  the  subject  the  mo  t 
cartful  consideration  having  submit  ed  the  pro- 
position of  the  hon  member  for  Kiehm  aid  to  the 
Government  arid  to  h<*  gentlemen  who  are  opposed 
to  us  politically,  but  who  are  associated  wiih  us 
on  this  Question,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
hat  it  is  cur  du  y to  the  Hou  -e  and  to  the  coun- 


try to  meet  in  all  frankness  the  proposal  that  has 
been  made.  We  feel  that,  diih  u ties  have  arisen 
in  connection  with  the  Qu-bec  sch-mj  which 
require  such  an  arrangement  as  has  been  proposed, 
in  uider  to  remove  the  objections  that  exist.  I 
can  only  say,  in  reference  to  this  mat  er,  that 
Canada  has  accepted  the  basis  of  the  Quebec 
scheme  by  a large  in  jo  i y,  and  that  anv  ..Itera- 
tion in  the  terms  obtained  from  the  Imperial 
Government  must  be  even  more  favorable  to  the 
Maritime  Provinces  I believe  that  the  scheme 
pro'ided  ample  ecurity  for  tho  interests  of  Nova 
Scotia,  but  at  the  same  time  there  are  none  ot  us 
wh  > have  been  associated  with  it  who  would  not 
be  too  glad  to  obtain  any  concession  that  may  be 
still  mere  favorable  to  thi  Maritime  Provinces. 
The  Imperial  Government  and  Parliament  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  largely  impr  wing  that 
scheme,  and  giving  us  an  amou  it  of  consideration 
that  otherwise  we  might  not  obtain  It  must  be 
remetnbe  ed  that  let  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
Nsw  Brunswick  pass  any  scheme  they  please,  that 
does  not  unite  Briti  h North  Armrua.  ’•  he  only 
means  by  which  we  can  be  u lited  U by  an  act  of 
the  Impsiia!  Parliament  The  Government  can 
only  say  what  bill  they  will  submit  to  the  Im- 
perial Parliament;  they  cannot  tell  whit  will 
come  out  of  that  Par  lament.  This  resolution, 
therefore,  provides  all  the  guarantees  thar.  can  ba 
h id  for  a plan  of  Union  bi  ing  adopted  by  the 
Imperial  t arliarnent,  advised,  curing  the  passage 
of  tie  act,  by  ab  e and  intelligent  representatives 
of  all  parties,  while  it  is  under  consideration. 

Tuesday,  April  10.  1866. 

UNION  OF  THE  COLONIES. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  ARCHIBALD. 

Mr.  Archibald  said:  — Af  er  the  very  long 
and  elabora'e  address  to  which  we  have  listen- 
ed, it  would  not  be  good  taste  ou  uiy  part  to 
detain  the  House  long,  but  1 feel  tbar  occupy- 
ing he  position  which  I have  occupied  on  this 
subject,  I could  not  sit  silent  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  such  a resolution  as  ;bar.  before  the 
House.  I regret  greatly  that  in  the  discussion 
of  this  subject,  it  has  been  thought  necessary 
by  The  Provincial  Secretary  to  address  the 
House  in  the  impassioned  tone  and  style  of 
the  speech  to  which  we  have  just  listened.  I 
do  not  affect  to  be  surprised  at,  the  course  he 
has  taken.  Perhaps  I could  hardly  have  ex- 
pected him,  under  the  circumstances,  to  take  a 
different  cou  se;  still  I feel  that  if  there  ever 
was  a question  in  which  passion  should  be  si- 
lent, which  should  be  considered  with  calm- 
ness and  deliberation,  it  is  this.  The  question 
before  us  is  the  greatest  that  could  be  submit- 
ted to  this  countrv  or  this  legislature,  and 
requires  that  we  should  look  at  it  soberly  and 
thoughtfully,  in  the  light  of  the  events  which 
are  transpiring  around  us.  The  Pro.  Sec.  has 
referred  to  the  action  of  Her  Majesty’s  gov- 
ernm -nr.  on  the  question  of  Reform,  as  afford- 
ing evidence  thar  it  is  competent  for  us  to  deal 
with  the  question  without  necessarily  refer- 
ing  it  to  the  people.  He  has  alluded  to  the 
faettha  the  effect  of  the  proposition  now  be- 
fore the  Imperial  Parliament  is  to  make  an 
enormous  transfer  of  power  from  the  class 
that  now  enjovs  it  to  a diff  rent  class,  and  he 
has  said  that  the  right  of  Parliament  to  do  so 
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has  not  been  questioned  there.  The  case  in 
England  is  a strung  case,  but  the  precedent,  in 
our  own  Legislature  is  a stronger  one.  There 
the  legislation  proposed  is  in  the  line  of  ex- 
tending  the  power  of  the  people.  How  was  it 
here  ? The  no  rubers  of  the  last  Parliament 
came  le  re  elected  t y the  peonle  under  an  al- 
most universal  franchise.  Yet  without  any 
appeal  to  the  people  we  cut  off  one-fourth 
of  the  entire  constituency  of  the  country. 
Now  whether  it,  was  right,  or  not,  is  not  the 
point.  The  question  now  is  the  power  a Le- 
gislature, possessed  with  reference  to  any 
change  in  t/re  constitution.  The  moment  the 
power  is  conceded  in  that  case,  it,  is  conceded 
in  this.  Ir'u  e can  abridge  the  authority  and 
power  of  those  who  elect  us,  we  can  deal  in 
the  san  e way  with  ourselves  and  with  the 
power  of  the  Legislature.  I am  free  to  admit 
that  ir  is  a power  which  should  be  exercised 
only  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  where  prompt, 
action  is  demanded.  We  have  been  told,  and 
I am  astonished  to  hear  the  statement,  that 
we  are  proceeding  to  strike  down  the  princi- 
ples of  responsibility  which  have  given  free 
government,  to  the  people  of  this  country. — 
Now.  what  is  stamped  on  the  very  forefront,  of 
the  Quebec  scheme?  That  the  General  Gov- 
ern m*  nr,  shall  be  conducted  on  the  principles 
of  responsibility  to  the  entire  people,  just  as  our 
own  now  is  at  this  moment,  so  that,  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Federal  Government  are  precise- 
ly those  which  we  possess  i»  this  country. — 
Our  Legislature  is  left  be  moulded  as  we 
choose;  our  local  administration,  unless  we 
wish  otherwise,  will  be  the  same  as  at,  present, 
so  that  every  principle  of  responsibility  to  the 
people  is  retained  as  it  is  now.  In  the  local 
administration  the  responsibility  lies  to  this 
people, — iu  the  general  administration,  to  the 
people  (»f  the  entire  group.  The  old  altars  re- 
main— the  worshippers  have  still  the  same 
faith;  but,  in  the  metropolitan  cathedral,  or  to 
borrow  a figure  from  the  Presbyterian  church, 
in  the  National  Assembly,  will  be  those  who 
have  the  care  of  all  the  churches.  Therefore, 
while  we  leave  intact  the  government  of  the 
country,  all  we  do  is  to  have  these  matters, 
which  are  of  common  and  general  concern, 
transferred  to  the  General  Legislature.  We 
are  told  that,  the  time  forebanging  institutions 
is  the  time  of  peace  and  prosperity,  that  the 
only  time  for  union  is  when  we  can  calmly 
and  deliberately  consider  all  the  arguments 
and  objections.  Such  a doctrine  falsifies  the 
entire  current  of  history.  When  was  ever  a 
union  effected  between  i (dependent  commu- 
nities wiih  jealousies  and  rivalries  which  in- 
dependence b<"ge’s,  except  under  the  presence 
of  tli*  most  cogen'  necessities?  What  gave 
birth  t-  > the  union  over  our  border?  Was  the 
proposition  submitted  to  the  different  States 
in  time  of  peace?  Not  so.  The  union,  such  as 
it  was  at.  first,  was  cemented  only  under  the 
pressure  of  a war,  with  the  mother  country. 
If  the  people  of 'he  States  bad  waited  foruuion 
till  rba-  pressure  had  censfd  to  exist,  they 
would  have  been  destroyed  peace-meal,  ami 
would  have  had  no  union  a5  all.  From  1774 
till  the  time  of  peace  be  government  had  been 
carried  on  under  a Congress  which  arose  at. 
the  promptings  of  necessity,  ami  assumed  a 
centralized  power,  but,  when  peace  came  the 
cen*r;diz:ition  ended,  the  States  pull- d apart, 
prejudice  and  passion  denuded  them,  and  it 


was  not  until  ruin  stared  them  in  the  face  that 
they  were  again  forced,  to  unite  wbh  closer 
bands  and  in  a more  solid  union.  The  same 
has  been  the  case  with  ti  e other  unions  of  the 
world.  The  merest,  tyro  in  history  knows  that 
the  United  Provinces  of  the  Old  World  com- 
bined only  undert.be  iron  heel  of  Spanish  des- 
potism. It,  was  the  hosiile  legions  of  Alva 
diat,  created  a union  which  peace  and  prosperi- 
ty would  never  have  produced.  All  the  other 
unions  of  independent  States,  that  have  had 
any  permanence,  are  those  which  have  been 
comen  ed  under  the  pressure  of  urgent  neces- 
sities. The  Prov.  St-c.  has  referred  to  a letter 
which  has  recently  appeared,  and  which  will 
have  great,  influence,  I v,  ill  no»  undertake  to 
say  that  l consider  the  picture  of  our  dangers 
from  Fenian  invasion  rattier  overdrawn,  but 
this  1 do  say  tha  if  I were  addres- 
sing this  house,  and  desired  to  make  the 
strongest  appeal  on  behalf  of  Union,  I 
would  have  rested  it  on  the  very  premises 
which  that,  letter  contains.  I should  have 
drawn  conclusions  from  it,  the  very  opposite 
of  those  of  ihe  very  able  ami  eloquen  author. 
There  are  certain  •considerations  connected 
with  the  dangers  so  powerfully  descanted  on 
in  that  letter,  which  should  press  upon  us  with 
great  force.  O r posidon  is  this:  We  stand 
alongside  a country  which  lias  suddenly  deve- 
loped itself  into  the  greatest  military  power  in 
the  world.  It,  contains  large  numbers  of  armed 
and  trained  men,  at  this  moment  hordes  of 
them  are  threatening  an  inroad  up  n our  ter- 
ritory. We  have  opposed  to  us  not  merely 
the  irrad jcahJe  hatred  of  British  power  which 
distinguishes  the  descendants  of  Ireland  who 
have  emigrated  to  >ke  United  States,  and  who 
compose  the  Fenian  element,  but,  we  have 
that  hatred  sympathised  in  by  the  greet  body 
of  the  American  people,  and  no  mao  can  tell 
at  what  moment,  our  soil  may  be  invaded.  Let 
us,  then,  look  at  England,  and  see  how  she 
stands.  England  fought  for  seven  years  to 
subjugate  the  rebellious  States,  and  yet  with 
only  three  millions  to  fight  with,  sue  was 
obliged  to  retire  unsuccessful.  Now  thirty 
millions  of  people  occupy  the  place  of  the 
three.  They  have  b en  baptized  in  the  blood 
of  civil  war,  and  ;u  quired  - he  skill  and  the  da- 
ring which  experience  alone  can  give  Then 
look  at  die  responsibilities  which  England  has 
now  thrown  upon  her.  The  entire  Colonial 
Empire  at,  the  Revolution  consisted  of  the 
American  and  West  India  Islands.  For  five 
years  after  the  peace  of  1783  Australia,  a con- 
tinent larger  than  the  United  Spates  and  now 
divided  into  six  separate  governments  with 
the  dimensions  and  revenues  of  Principalities, 
remained  undiscovered;  New  Zealand  was 
unknown.  The  140  millions  of  India  were  go- 
verned by  native  princes,  with  the  exception 
of  a few  thousands  who  owned  the  sway  of  a 
commercial  company  ; Canada  East  was  iu 
the  power  of  the  French,  Western  Canada 
was  a wilderness.  N >\v  the  myriads  of  India 
are  direct  subjects  of  the  British  crown,  and 
on  her  Majesty's  government  devolve  the  re- 
sponsibi’ity  of  ruling  thi-  enormous  popula- 
tion, itself  fourfo  d greater  than  that  of  the 
United  States.  They  have  the  cate  ami  pro- 
tection of  the  vast  continent,  of  Australia; 
they  have  still  to  defend  the  Islands  of  the 
West  and  of  the  East  Indies.  So  long  as  she 
retains  her  aeeenoancy  ar#  sea  she  cau  protect 
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these;  but  contemplating  the  whole  Empire, 
including  over  thirty  colonies,  scattered  over 
all  pares  of  the  world,  consisting  of  every  peo- 
ple and  tongue,  and  situate  in  every  climate, 
is  it.  possible  to  conceive  of  a power  but  that 
of  Great  Britain  that  could  have  so  long  dis- 
charged such  immense  responsibilities  as  the 
ossession  of  this  Empire  throws  upon 
er,  and  that  too  almost  within  the  life-time 
of  a man,  uecessarily  iuvolves.  See  how  dif- 
ferent from  ou.'S  is  the  position  of  all  these 
Colonies.  Australia  is  at  the  antipodes,  and 
is  defended  by  its  distance  from  a foe.  India 
is  separated  from  the  only  power  that  is  likely 
tb  interfere  with  British  rule  by  impassable 
mountains  and  trackless  deserts,  the  islands 
of  the  Pacific  and  Australasia  are  protected 
by  distance  and  their  remote  position  ; but 
here,  all  along  the  two  thousand  miles  of  con- 
terminous boundary  between  us  and  Ameri- 
ca, we  have  iu  our  immediate  presence 
the  military  power  which  makes  British  Ame- 
rica the  weakest  spot,  in  the  Empire.  No  Bri- 
tish statesman  can  fail  to  see  that  of  all  the 
points  at  which  the  Imperial  power  can  he 
assailed,  this  presents  the  elements  which 
make  a war  most  to  be  dreaded.  Do  we  won- 
der, theu,  that  despatch  after  despatch  has 
been  sent  by  the  home  authorities,  requiring 
us  to  put  ourselves  in  such  a positiou  that 
England,  if  called  upon  to  defend  us,  can  do 
so  succes -.fully.  Is  it  any  wonder  that,  we  find 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  time  after  time,  al- 
most imploring  us,  if  we  have  any  desire  to 
retain  our  allegiance  to  the  Crown,  to  put  our- 
selves in  such  an  attitude  that  the  Crown 
can  protect'  us?  I feel  that  if  there  were 
no  commercial  advantages  to  he  derived 
from  striking  down  antagonistic  barriers;  if 
our  material  interests  even  were  not  promoted 
by  Union,  we  couid  not  gracefully  resist  the 
expression  of  such  a desire  on  the  part,  of  those 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  protection,  and 
of  whom  we  are  even  now  imploring  aid.  For 
they  say,  “ we  are  ready  to  place  the  whole 
resources  of  the  Empire  at  your  back,  we  will 
defend  yo^  as  Imig  as  you  desire  to  remain 
with  us;  hut  we  claim  it  a right  which  our 
position  gives  us  to  offer  you  advice  as  to 
the  attitude  you  shall  assume,  and  in  which, 
we  think,  you  can  best  be  defended.”  Even 
admit  ing  that,  there  were  no  commercial 
advantages  in  the  proposed  Union,  admitting 
even  that  we  did  not  agree  that  the  British 
government  were  right  in  the  belief  that  Union 
wouid  aid  our  defence,  is  there  a man  in  the 
country  who  could  look  a 'British  statesman 
in  the  face  and  say  “ we  will  accept  vnur  pro- 
tection, bur.  we  decline  your  advice?”  This 
argument,  alone,  the  deference  which  is  due 
from  our  position  as  the  protected  and  defend- 
ed, to  tho*e  who  protect  and  defend,  I feel  to 
be  irresistible.  I have  never  hesitated  in  this 
assembly  from  the  first  hour  when  the  propo- 
sition for  Colonial  Union  was  mooted,  from  giv- 
ing it  my  support.  Since  it  assumed  a definite 
shape  and  X became  a party  to  the  Quebec 
scheme  f have  fe.lt  my  conviction  of  he 
soundness  of  the  principles  upon  which  that 
scheme  was  based,  strengthened  by  reason 
'and  reflection.  I claim  no  right  to  dictate  to 
others  their  course  of  action.  The  gentlemen 
‘with  whom  I have  been  associated,  have  a 
right,  if } hey  choose,  to  change  their  views,  but 
I do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  do  so  while  I retain 


my  presest  conviction.  I have  put  my  hand 
to  public  documents  which  bind  me  iu  honor 
to  the  same  course  to  which  my  convictions 
lead.  As  I have  said  rny  opinion  of  the  Que- 
bec scheme  is  entirely  unch  nged.  I be- 
lieve that  it  gnards  our  interests  as  far 
as  we  had  a right  to  expect  them  to  bo 
guarded  in  an  Intercolonial  arrangement;  but 
if  larger  concessions  can  be  ch  ained,  there  is 
no  member  of  this  Bouse  or  of  t h o Quebec 
Convention,  belonging  to  the  lower  Provinces, 
who  would  not.  willingly  accept  them.  The 
resolution  now  before  ns  leaves  the  question 
open  only  to  a change  in  our  favor — Canada  is 
bound  by  her  Legislature  to  go  at  all  events 
as  far  as  the  Quebec  scheme.  The  Lower 
Provinces  alone  are  dissatisfied,  and  if  any 
alterations  are  made,  they  must  he  in  the  line 
of  concessions  to  them.  If  we  can  secure 
guarantees  and  privileges  not  embodied  in  that 
scheme,  it  will  be  in  entire  accord  with  the 
feelings  of  this  House  and  those  members  of 
it  that  attended  the  Convention,  and  as  the 
proposition  now  before  us  will  secure  us  at 
least  the  benefit  of  that  scheme,  and  possibly 
some  others,  I do  not  hesitate  to  give  it  my 
support,  and  have  much  pleasure  in  seconding 
the  resolution. 

?on.  Pro  Secretary,  in  reply  to  a remark 
from  Mr  Annaud,  said  that  the  passage  of 
the  resolution  would  enable  a scheme  of  union 
to  be  given  effect  to  by  the  imperial  Parliament 
but,  that  one  of  the  conditions  would  be  that  the 
existing  Legislatures  would  not  be  interfered 
with,  an  i would  continue  to  sit  for  the  term  of 
their  election. 

Hon.  Mr  Shannon  introduced  a bill  to  en- 
able the  City  of  Halifax  to  erect  a slaughter 
house. 


Wednesday,  April  11. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  and  passed 
the  following  bills: — To  appoint  an  additional 
Health  Officer  in  the  Port  of  Halifax,  to  post- 
pone the  ensuing  sitting  of  ihe  Supreme  Court 
at  Halifax;  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  old  Bap- 
Sist  Meeting  House  at  Caledonia;  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  Mount  Zion  church  at  Milton, 
Queen’s;  to  protect  the  navigation  of  Cow  Bay, 
C.  B ; to  incorporate  Little  Brookfield  Pier  Co; 
to  incorporate  East  River  Coal  Mining  Co  ; 
to  amend  the  law  respecting  Sheriffs;  relati  e 
to  assessment  in  the  County  of  Halifax. 

Hon  Mr  Shannon  reported  tio  a bill  to  pro 
vide  tor  the  appointment  of  Special  Constables 
in  the  city  of  Halifax 

Mr  Archibald  reported  up  a bill  relative  to 
assessment;  he  staged  that  the  object  of  the  bill 
is  to  subject  to  assessment  those  persons  who 
have  large  incomes  and  yet  have  no  visible  pro- 
perty to  be  ta<ed. 

Mr  Coffin  and  Mr  Locke  objected  to  the  bill  as 
H might  operate  hard  y on  poor  working  men, 
fishermen  or  others  with  only  limbed  incomes; 
but  Mr  Archibald  said  that  they  might  be  pro- 
tected by  a clause  when  the  bill  came  up  on 
committee. 
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Hon.  Atty  Gen.  said  that  it  would  be  found 
on  consideration  that  Iheeff  ct  of  the  bid  would 
be  to  lessen  the  present  taxation  of  the  poorer 
classes.  The  bill  was  read  a second  time. 

EDUCATION 

Hon.  Phot.  Sec  reported  up  from  the  Com- 
mitte  on  E lueation.  The  report  among  other 
things  recommended  that  assistance  be  granted 
to  Dr.  Forrester  in  the  publication  of  > work  on 
Education  that  would  be  found  invaluable  to 
teachers  and  others.  It  stated  that  during  the 
present  session  31  petitions  had  been  presented 
in  favor  o , and  5 against  assessment  for  the 
Support  of  schools. 

Mr  Archibald  objected  to  that  part  of  the 
Report  which  referred  to  the  Halifa.  Grammar 
School;  the  effect  would  be,  he  said,  to  transfer 
property  properly  belonging  to  the  whole  body 
<f  the  citiz  ns  to  a private  body.  H-^  sustained 
the  grant  to  Dr.  Forrester  as  most  judicious. 

Dr.  Brown  and  Mr.  S.  Campbell  objected  to 
the  grant  to  Dr  Forrester 

The  report  was  allowed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  sc  tool  bill  was  then  taken  up  for  its  3rd 
reading. 

Mr.  S Campbell  then  moved  that  20  cents 
be  substituted  tor  30  cents  in  the  2nd  clause. 

Mr  t~ LANCHAkD  said  would  support  th 
amendment,  as  lhe  clauses  would  operate  un- 
fairly in  a county  like  Inverness. 

Mr.  Bill  also  supported  the  amendment- 

The  motion  was  lost  on  the  following  divi- 
sion : — 

For — Heffernan,  Hatfield,  Hebb,  Balcam  Me 
Lelan,  Josr,  Bill,  C.  J.  Campbell,  McDonnell, 
Blanchard,  S.  Campbell,  Locke,  Robertson, 
Ross,  Ray,  Ciffia,  Robicheau,  More,  Colin 
Campbell,  Annand,  Smyth. 

Against—  Attorney  General,  Pro v Sec , Shan 
non  Pryor,  Donkin,  Lawrence,  Donald  Fraser, 
Cowie,  Allison,  Bourinot,  Kilkm,  Hill,  McKay, 
Parker,  Kaulback,  Hamilton,  Tobin,  McKinnon, 
James  Fraser,  Dr.  Brown,  Archibald,  Mc- 
Farlane. 

Mr.  Bill  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
for  the  purpose  of  adding  these  words  : “ if  re- 
commended by  the  Grand  Jury,  and  approved  of 
by  the  Court  of  Sessions  " He  argued  tint 
the  House  could  not  do  better  than  leave  the 
matter  of^axaiion  in  the  hands  of  trustworthy 
men  as  composed  the  Court  of  Sessions. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  13  to  38 

Mr.  Bill  again  moved  that  widows  and 
unmarried  females  be  exempt  to  the  extent  of 
$1001) ; but  did  not  press  the  motion  on  the  uo 
derst&udiug  that  the  subject  would  be  dealt 
with  when  the  Assessment  law  was  under 
consideration 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  gave  notice  to  rescind  th 
rote  on  his  motion. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mr.  Bill  presented  a petition  signed  by  200 
names,  from  Kings  Co  against  Confederation. 

Mr  Moris,  a similar  petition  from  the  same 
«maty. 

ST  J? 


Hon  Att  Gen.  a petition  fiorn  Glace  Bay*. 

C B.,  in  reference  to  a title  to  certain  lands. 

Mr  Annand  a petition  from  North  Queen'#  % 
against  Confederation. 

Hon  Atty  Genl.  a petition  from  Cofe  ; 
Chearnley  and  a number  of  Volunteer  Officer* 
complaining  that  they  are  not  placed  cn  a*  •• 
equality  with  Militia  Officers 

Mr.  Colin  Campbell  urged  the  strongs 
claims  of  the  Volunteer  organization  to  favour®- 
able  consideration  They  had  the  right  of  th© 
fi -id  in  the  case  of  war,  and  yet  were  ranked 
inferior  to  Militia  officers  They  had  not  been 
fairly  dealt  with  ; for  instance  they  had  only 
received  $4  a year  when  they  had  been  promised 
$5. 

Mr  Bill  was  glad  to  hear  such  opinions  ex- 
pressed relative  to  the  Volunteers,  but  thought 
die  subject  might  be  appropriately  relerred  to 
the  Commander-in  Chief 

Mr.  Pryor  said  that  there  was  every  disposi-  \ 
tion  on  ihe  part  of  t e Militia  Committee  to  act 
friendly  towards  the  Volunteers 

Hon  Prov.  Sec.  aid  that  the  Government 
were  disposed  to  treat  the  Volunteers  in  the 
mopt  friendly  manner,  and  had  always  dona 
their  best  to  promote  their  progress.  If  any  re- 
duction had  been  made  on  the  amount  contem- 
plated to  be  given  to  them,  it  was  without  his 
knowledge. 

Mr.  Lolin  Campbell  said  he  was  glad  to  , 
hear  the  Provincial  Secretary  state  that  the 
Volunteers  were  entitled  to  the  $5  last  year. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Archibald  the  Provincial 
Secretary  stared  that  every  precau  ion  had  been 
taken  to  prevent  any  communication  between 
the  inhabitants  and  the  Cholera  ship  tying  in 
Quarantine. 

Hou.  Mr.  Shannon  presented  a petition  from, 
inhabitants  of  Waverley  asking  for  a lock-up- 
house,  also  a bill  in  accordance  with  the  prayer 
thereof. 

Mr  Cowie  introduced  a bill  to  amend  Chap, 

29  acts -or  1885  “for  the  better  encouragement 
of  fcducation  ” The  object  is  to  extend  th© 
sme  for  district  No  8 of  the  town  of  Liverpool 
for  the  borrowing  of  certain  moneys  for  educa- 
tional purposes. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  12,  1866.  • 

The  house  met  at  3 o’clock. 

UNION  OF  THE  COLONIES. 

Upon  the  motion  to  take  up  the  order  of  th©.' 
day,  Mr.  Annand  as!  ed  that  the  debate  be  de- 
terred in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  the  mail 
steamer  from  England,  which  had  brought  him. 
important  correspondence  requiring  immediate 
reply. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  replied  that  the  Government 
were  desirous  of  pressing  the  matter  to  a conclu- 
sion, as  the  Session  had  far  advanced.  It  wag- 
well  known  that  gentlemen  opposite  desired  dp- 
lay  for  the  purpose  of  creating  an  agitation  of  ti® 
most  discreditable  kind. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  supported  the  propositi©© 
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for  an  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  Miller  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Morning  Chronicle , in  publishing  his  recent 
speech  on  this  question,  had  omitted  a consider- 
able portion  of  it.  It  was  of  great  importance 
that  this  debate  should  be  fairly  sent  to  the  coun- 
try, and  he  trusted  that  the  paper  referred  to 
wculd  receive  no  portion  of  the  grant  for  pub- 
lishing the  debates,  unless  this  matter  was  reme- 
died. 

Mr.  Annand  said  he  was  not  aware  of  the  cir- 
Cnmstance  until  that  moment.  He  should  be 
ashamed  if  any  one  in  his  employ  could  be  guilty 
of  the  act  intentionally.  He  wou'd  request  that 
the  Committee  on  Reporting  and  Printing  in- 
vestigate the  matter.  He  did  not  see  why  the 
debate  should  be  thus  forced  on.  Some  time 
dgo  he  had  asked  the  Government  to  define  their 
policy  on  the  question,  and  the  answer  given  was, 
that  they  had  no  policy  until  after  New  Bruns- 
wick had  taken  action.  It  would  be  impossible 
lor  him  to  remain  in  the  house  that  afternoon. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  no  one  could  say 
(hat  justice  had  not  been  done  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman in  this  debate — as  to  courtesy,  he,  Mr. 
Annand,  was  entitled  to  none,  for  he  had  been 
^representing  a majority  of  the  house  as  corrupt 
And  venal.  He,  Pro.  Secy.,  was  not  prep  red  to 
dccept  the  statement  that  private  business  inter- 
fered with  Mr.  Annand’s  attendance,  for  that 
gentleman  had  spent  the  morning  in  the  streets, 
Apd  had  made  no  secret  of  his  intention  to  post- 
pone the  debate. 

Mr.  Annand  rose  to  reply  ; but  upon  interrup- 
ions  coming  from  the  galleries,  Mr.  S.  Campbell 
aid  he  “ saw  strangers  in  the  galleries,”  where- 
'’,iapon  they  were  cleared. 

miscellaneous. 

When  the  galleries  were  re-opened,  Hon.  Pro. 
Sec.  laid  on  the  table  a copy  of  a despatch  relat- 
ing to  the  assumption  of  the  government  of  No- 
va Scotia  by  Sir  F.  W.  Williams. 

Also  a copy  of  a proclamation  relating  to  Sa- 
nitary and  Quarantine  regulations. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  introduced  a bill  relating  to 
(reason  and  seditious  practices.  The  bill,  he 
Aptid,  was  a copy  of  the  lltli  and  12th  Victoria. 

UNIQJ*  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCHES. 

The  adjourned  debate  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
Act  relating  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the 
(Cower  Provinces,  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Ross  said  : He  was  once  told  that  a man 
who  changed  his  politics  more  than  once  was  a 
. very  doubtful  character — but  the  man  who  twice 
Changed  his  religion,  was  not  to  be  trusted.  His 
colleague  had  shifted  his  course  so  often  in  poli- 
tics and  religion,  that  it  would  be  hard  to  find  a 
place  for  him,  and  even  in  the  census  he  had 
been  compelled  to  put  himself  down  as  belonging 
to  the  Church  of  Scotland.  Thatgentlcman  had 
./not  dealt  honestly  with  the  house  in  making 
come  statements,  when  it  was  known  that  years 
,«go  before  the  union  took  place,  he  . left  the  Free 
Church  for  reasons  well  known  to  the  people  of 
Victoria,  and  with  which  he  did  not  think  it 


necessary  to  trouble  the  house.  It  was  a well 
authenticated  fact  that  when  a man  left  hi# 
church  and  joined  another  denomination,  he  was 
sure  to  turn  with  inveterate  hatred  against  the 
church  with  which  he  formerly  associated.  He 
need  not  tell  the  representatives  from  Cape 
Breton,  nor  even  the  Atty.  Genl.,  that  years  before 
the  Union  took  place,  the  church  had  in  his 
colleague  an  open  and  unscrupulous  enemy.  He 
remembered  the  time  when  the  clergymen  were 
simple  enough  to  believe  that  in  Mr.  Campbell 
they  had  a friend,  but  they  afterwards  saw  their 
mistake.  He  maintained  that  Mr.  Campbell  ha- 
ving left  the  Free  Church  before  the  Union  took 
place,  he  was  not  the  proper  person  to  find  fault 
with  that  Union.  He  might  say  more — that 
there  was  not  a Free  Churchman  or  Antiburgher, 
as  the  other  body  had  been  sneeringly  termed, 
that  would  trust  him  with  anything  that  affected 
their  rights  or  interest  either  in  relation  to 
their  churches  or  church  lands.  Iu  1843  the 
disruption  took  place,  and  all  the  ministers  who 
remained  in  Cape  Breton  in  connection  with  the 
Church  of  Scotland  and  the  congregations  de- 
clared themselves  as  Free  Churchmen,  and  in 
the  change  no  one  forgot  the  church  of  his  fath- 
ers, if  his  fathers  had  a church,  any  more  than 
Mr.  Campbell  himself.  The  congregations  fol- 
lowed their  ministers  and  continued  to  use  the 
same  churches  that  they  owned  and  occupied 
before  the  disruption  took  place.  As  to  tho 
Union,  there  was  one  striking  lesson  in  connec- 
tion with  it  that  perhaps  would  not  be  forgotten 
by  Mr.  Archibald,  and  should  be  followed  by 
the  Provincial  Secretary  as  an  illustrious  exam- 
ple. This  Union  was  for  years  before  the  peo- 
ple, and  explained  to  them  by  their  respective 
clergymen.  It  had  been  approved  of  by  the 
people,  and  they  authorized  their  ministers  to 
ratify  the  Union.  There  was  no  secrecy,  no 
coercion — it  was  by  the  free  will  of  the  Free 
Church  people  that  they  became  united.  What 
was  the  result?  The  two  bodies  united,  and 
Free  Churchmen  in  Cape  Breton  retained  their 
ministers,  and  in  every  sense  but  in  name  re- 
mained Free  Churchmen.  In  Victoria  alone, 
he  found  by  the  census,  that  out  of  a population 
of  9700  there  were  5726  who  put  themselves 
down  as  belonging  to  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
the  Lower  Provinces.  There  were  ten  places  of 
worship  in  that  county,  and  the  house  was  ask- 
ed to  pass  an  act  that  would  place  their  church* 
es  and  properties  at  the  tender  mercy  of  his 
colleague.  He  would  firmly  assert  that  if  Mr. 
Campbell  would  leave  the  people  alone,  and  if 
the  Inspector  referred  to  would  not  sow  the  peti- 
tions broadcast  over  the  country — there  would 
not  be  any  of  them  presented.  The  history  of  ji 
these  petitions  was,  that  his  colleague  got  a jj 
young  man  at  Badd,eck  to  write  them,  and  with  j 
the  exception  of  the  grammatical  and  correctly 
spelt  petition  of  Mclver,  all  were  written  by  that, 
person,  and  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  county  for  sig-  I 
nature  ; and  it  was  a fact  within  his  knowledge 
that  both  ^at  St.  Anns  and  Cape  North  they  1 
were  sent  by  Mr.  Campbell.  He  was  happy  to  i 
say  that  in  St.  Anns  not  a single  person  signed 
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them.  He  knew  Cape  North  well,  and  knew 
also  many  of  those  who  signed  these  petitions 
some  were  Catholics,  some  Churchmen,  and 
some  Baptists.  Surely  the  Union  did  not  take 
churches  from  these  people.  There  they  had 
neither  church  nor  cemetery  in  connection  with 
any  denomination.  The  Baddeck  petitions  were 
not  signed  by  any  important  person  excepting 
Mr.  Hart,  who  appeared  to  be  entirely  under  the 
control  of  Mr.  Campbell.  It  was  signed  by 
one  person  who  had  no  property  in  the  church, 
and  by  another  who  was  in  California  when  it 
was  built. 

Indeed,  there  was  no  cause  of  complaint  at  Bad- 
deck, the  two  bodies  joined,  and  were  working 
harmoniously  together,  and  no  better  proof  of 
this  was  needed  than  the  small  number  of  signa- 
tures. Another  petition  had  been  got  up,  said 
to  be  from  Baddeck,  but  really  from  Middle  lli- 
ver,  where  there  was  a division,  and  some  signa- 
tures might  be  found.  With  the  exception  of 
his  colleague,  the  church  had  no  greater  enemy 
than  Mclver,  and  a grosser  injustice  could  not 
be  done  a free  people  than  to  make  him,  a pliant 
fool  in  Mr.  Campbell’s  hands,  the  Inspector  of 
Schools.  Out  of  the  7 School  Commissioners  4 
would  petition  for  his  removal,  and  to  make 
matters  worse  he  had  been  made  a Magistrate 
to  the  disgust  of  the  well  thinking  people  of 
Victoria.  He  could  tell  the  government  that 
the  Custos,  with  the  consent  of  the  other  Ma- 
gistrates at  the  General  Session  found  it  neces- 
sary to  direct  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  to  place  a 
minute  of  his  conduct  on  the  Session  books,  and 
that  itself  should  be  enough  to  cause  his  re- 
moval. He  was  a public  nuisance  and  a curse 
to  the  cause  of  education  in  Victoria,  when  he 
came  with  these  petitions,  and  when  he  prated 
and  preached  against  really  honorable  clergy- 
men he  deserved  all  that  might  be  said  about 
him*  As  to  his  not  being  present  to  defend 
himself — neither  was  the  Editor  of  the  “Wit- 
ness,” who  was  abused  and  censured  by  Mr. 
Campbell.  The  Crown  Land  Committee  last 
year  had  defined  a mode  by  which  the  people  of 
Middle  River  could  settle  their  disputes, 
and  those  in  connection  with  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  the  Lower  Provinces  had  acted  on 
the  reoort,  and  he  had  pretty  good  authority 
for  saying  that  if  that,  dispute  was  still  unset- 
tled, no  one  was  more  to  blame  than  Mr. 
Campbell  himself.  Two  despatches  were  sent 
tj  him  by  the  government,  desiring  him  to 
name  a person  to  act  on  tehalf  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  this  he  refused  to  do,  but  wrote  to 
the  Attorney  General  opposing  the  method 
recommended  by  the  Committee.  The  petition 
on  the  table  showed  that  Mr  McKenzie’s  con- 
gregation were  most  anxious  to  have  all  the 
disputes  settled  by  arbitration.  He  would 
say  that  as  far  as  the  cemeteries  were  concern- 
ed, t h y were  free  to  all,  and  he  defied  anyone 
to  show  a case  where  friends  or  fo^s  to  the 
church  were  refused  burial  in  them.  As  to  the 
statement  about  a man  breaking  the  lock  se- 
veral times,  no  one  dared  to  say  that  the  m-  n 
w?-nf.  for  the  key  and  was  refused.  In  order 
to  qui  the  unsettled  rniud  of  his  colleague, 
he  would  assure  him  that  if  he  could  not  re- 


ceive instruction  in  their  churches  he  could  b© 
buried  in  their  cemeteries,  notwithstanding  all 
his  opposition. 

If  his  colleague  had  been  a member  of  St. 
Paul’s,  and  had  left  that  church  and  joined 
ariolher  denomination,  he  would  have  no  light, 
to  any  interest  he  had  in  the  church,  and  that 
was  exactly  the  position  that  Mr.  Campbell 
occupied.  There  was  another  fact  in  connec-  > 
tion  with  the  bill  which  it  would  be  well  to 
explain  : Session  before  last  a bill  had  been 
introduced  by  his  colleague  to  enable  him  to 
sue  the  Trustees  at  Baddeck — that  was  re- 
jected; and  now  the  whole  union  must  life 
destroyed  because  Mr.  Campbell  had  private 
righis,  or  rather  had  some  claims  on  the 
church  up  to  the  time  of  his  conversion  to  the 
new  faith.  He  believed  that  if  those  c.ai 
of  parties  who  left  the  church,  even  before  the  * 
union,  were  paid,  less  would  be  hoard  about 
churches  and  cemeteries  being  taken  away. 
Then  these  imaginary  grievances  would  fade 
away.  There  was  a certain  balm  that  worked 
like  a soothing  unction  on  the  souls  of  some 
people,  and  who  could  tell  but  the  Provincial 
Secretary,  forgetting  his  zeal  for  retrenchment* 
might  invent  a method  whereby  the  private 
righrs  of  Mr.  Campbell  before  the  union, 
could  be  restored  to  liim.  He  might  tell  the 
Attorney  General  that  he  could  walk  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other  without  hear- 
ing anything  about  people  losing  their  rights, 
and  that  this  case  would  not  be  here  but  for 
the  enemies  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Blanchard  moved  that  the  bill  be  de- 
ferred for  3 months.  The  motion  was  lost. 
For  the  motion:  Messrs.  Heffernan,  Brown, 
Hebb,  Townsend,  Parker,  Lawrence,  Church- 
ill, Blanchard,  Archibald,  Locke,  Ross,  Black- 
wood, S.  Cambell,  Ray,  Annand,  Robertson, 
Coffin,  Killam,  Balcam. 

Against:  Messrs.  Hill,  Bill,  C.  J.  Cambell, 
Jno.  Campbell,  Hatfield,  L ngley,  D.  Fraser, 
Pryor,  Hamilton,  Kaul back,  Moore,  McKin- 
non, Donkin,  Allison,  Jas.  Fraser,  Prov.  Sec., 
Tobin,  Colin  Campbell,  Smith,  Fin.  Sec.,  Att. 
Gen. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  every  Presbyte- 
rian in  Nova  Scoria  would  regard  the  action 
of  tt  e house  as  a gross  violation  of  their  rights. 

Mr.  Blanchard  gave  notice  of  a motion  to 
rescind,  and  said  that  300  persons  would  not 
be  allowed  to  deprive  20  000  persons  of  their 
rights  without  the  people  knowing  what  mem- 
bers sanctioned  the  act  at  each  stage. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said  that  the  act  in  refer- 
ence to  union  had  been  passed  against  the  re- 
monstrance that  private  rights  were  being  le- 
gislated away,  aud  yet  its  supporters  refused 
to  give  protection  to  those  rights.  The  gentle- 
man introducing  the  present  bill  bad  made  an 
offer  of  compromise  which  had  not  been  met 
in  tbe  spirit  that  was  to  be  expected. 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec.  said  he  regarded  the  hill  as 
an  attempt  to  do  justice  to  those  to  whom 
wrong  had  been  done,  and  be  was  in  favour  of 
sending  it  to  committee.  Mr.  Campbell  bad  a 
right  to  come  to  the  Legislature  and  ask  re- 
dress. If  he  had  owned  a pew  in  any  one  of 
the  churches  affected  by  the  act,  he  would  have 
been  entitled  to  compensation  under  one  of  its 
clauses,  aud  was  he  not  equally  eutitled  when 
he  had  expended  £400  on  the  church? 
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Mr.  Archibald  asked  what  would  be 
thought  if  i wo  Meeiions  of  any  denomination 
agreed  to  unite  and  the  House  resolved  that 
they  should  not  do  so?  That  was  the  position 
•f  this  case;  not  a man  connected  with  the 
united  body  bad  voted  tor  the  bill  excepting 
the  Attorney  General  who  was  the  counsel  of 
the  claimants.  The  rule  which  the  House  had 
Just  laid  down  would,  if  applied  to  some  other 
thurches,  rend  them  to  the  foundation. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  said  he  wanted  nothing 
more  than  the  strong  expressions  and  threats 
ef  Mr.  Archibald  to  convince  the  house  that 
the  bill  would  pass.  It  seemed  as  if  that 
gentleman  could  not  get  sufficiently  strong 
terms  of  abuse  to  apply  to  him,  Mr.  C.,  and 
the  Inspector  of  Schools.  For  his  part  ho  was 
content  that,  the  hoo.  gentleman  should  abuse 
him,  for  such  abuse  did  not  affect  bim  in  the 
smallest  degree.  He  had  understood  the  lion, 
entlernan  to  threaten  the  house  with  a Prea- 
yteriau  ascendancy  — that  shewed  that  the 
union  was  merely  for  party  purposes.  What 
matter  was  it  to  the  house  what  Church,  he 
Mr.  C.,  belonged  to?  300  persons  had  petition- 
ed and  had  declared  and  shown  that  ther  pro- 
perty had  been  taken  from  them.  He  himself 
nad  seen  the  cemeteries  referred  to  locked. 
The  bill  would  not  take  a penny  from  the  uni- 
ted body,  its  object  was  to  repeal  an  obnoxi- 
ous clause  which  gave  them  property  that,  they 
never  paid  for.  c«e  came  there  to  represent 
his  constituency,  and  to  state  the  claims  of  any 
parties  putting  them  in  his  bands,  and  did  not 
eare  how  many  were  opposed  to  him  if  he  was 
right.  He  felt  himself  hardly  equal  to  the  task 
•f  combatting  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  with 
all  their  ability,  for  he  could  with  difficulty 
speak  the  English  language,  but  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Archibald  showed  that  this  was  the 
greatest  defeat  of  that  gentleman’s  public  life. 
Thar  geutleman  must  have  felt  the  strength  of 
the  case  laid  before  the  house,  when  he  had 
declined  the  challenge  to  argue  out  the  ques- 
tion, and  had  been  ashamed  to  further  his  own 
progeny,  bei  g obliged  to  get  another  member, 
the  hou.  member  for  Inverness,  to  do  the  dirty 
work. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  it  was  very  seldom 
that  any  member  even  condescended  to  such 
ungeiitlemanly,  iudecent  and  contemptible 
vituperation  as  that  which  had  just  been  heard 
Nothing  better,  however,  was  to  be  expected 
from  the  him.  member  for  Victoria.  That  gen- 
tleman had  said  that  he  could  not  speak  the 
English  language— that  had  been  abundantly 
proved,  and  the  words  he  used  were  only  fit 
for  the  arena  of  the  fish  market.  The  next 
time  le  spoke  as  he  had  done  he  would  receive 
a still  more  severe  reply. 

Mr.  Blanchard  then  withdrew  his  notice 
•f  mo'.ion  to  rescind, on  the  understanding  that 
the  bill  would  be  again  opposed  on  the  motion 
jfor  the  second  reading. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

;Pjm#J?RO  Sec’y  laid  on  the  table  the  Re- 
port of  the  Fruit  Growers'  Association. 

a petition  in  favour  of  assessment  for 
support  pfpchoola. 

Mr.  Arghi^bald  presented  a petition  for 
the  establishment  of  a new  post  road  in  Col* 
•hp?er  opunt^o 


Mr.  Blackwood  presented  a petition  from 
Commissioners  and  Trustees  of  Stirling  dis- 
trict in  reference  to  a school-house  which  had 
been  destroyed  by  fire. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  asked  the  govern- 
ment to  lay  on  the  table  any  correspondence  in 
their  possession  in  reference  to  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  Quebec  scheme. 

Mr.  Archibald  introduced  a bill  to  amend 
chap  72  ot  Revised  Statutes,  respecting  Com- 
missioners of  Sewers. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Friday.  April  13. 

The  House  met  at  3 o'clock. 

Mr  Annand  presented  four  petitions  from 
Wallace  against  Confederation. 

Hon.  Atty.  G nekal  presented  a petition 
from  Aniigooiah  ia  favor  of  assessment  for 
schools. 

UNION  OF  THE  COLONIES. 

The  adjourned  debat  was  resumed. 

Mr.  i'  nnand  said  In  rising  to  address  the 
House  on  a question  fur  transcending  ia  magni- 
tude any  measure  evi  r submitted  for  out  con- 
sideration I feel  1 am  under  no  ordinary  responsi- 
bility. On  this  occ  sion  we  h ;ve  array  ed  against 
us  a large  amount  of  ability  from,  we  suppose,  all 
the  talent  of  the  govtrmmnc  combined  with  that 
( f the  leader  of  the  opposition.  Although  l de- 
sire that  some  one  in  re  able  than  myself  was 
hi  re  to  put  to  the  members  of  the  House  and  to 
the  people  cf  this  country  the  impoitant  bearings 
of  the  question,  yet  I feel  that  if  the  gentlemen 
who  summed  me  “ speak  the  truth  and  feel  it,” 
it  will  send  an  echo  throught  the  Province,  and  if 
there  should  be  a maj  rity  in  the  House  in  favor 
of  a transfer  o;  our  privileges  'o  a government  to 
be  organized  si x or  eight  hundred  miles  off,  yet 
the  geutlttnea  uho  oppose  the  bargain  will  go 
down  i Jiiored  to  posterity.  I feel  on  this  occa- 
sion the  necessity  for  mitre  than  or  inary  calm 
ness — I feel  it  would  ill  btcorne  me  to  imitate  the 
p raicious  example  set  on  m ,re  than  one  occa- 
sion by  the  leader  of  the  government.  Have  we 
not  sten  that  gentleman  approachmg  a question 
which  involves  the  dta  est  rights  of  tfce 
people,  which  involves  the  rights  of  mem- 
bers wi  o sit  here,  have  we  not  seen 
him  rising  to  move  a mo  u:  ion  which 
will  sweep  away  our  constitution,  not  in 
the  spirit  of  a statesman  dealing  with  a large 
public  question,  but  in  the  tone  and  spirit  of  an 
angry,  an  excited,  and  when  this  d bate  con- 
cludes, it  may  be  found  a isappomti  d partizau  f 
I do  not  intend  to  approach  the  question  in  that 
frame  of  mind,  or  to  follow  him  in  the  intempe- 
rate abuse  of  gentl.inen  not  here  to  defend  them- 
selves. 1 he  mover  of  the  resolution  spent  an 
hour  and  a half  in  assailing  the  Press  of  the 
country  and  those  who  contribute  to  and  conduct 
it.  Transferring  cur  thoughts  to  a wider  arena, 
can  we  imagine  Mr.  Gladstone  coming  to  the 
House  of  Commons  and  prefacing  his  Reform 
Bill  by  a tiiade  > gainst  one  of  the  organs  of 
pubic  opinion?  Gould  that  state  man  condes- 
cend to  such  a course,  he  would  be  hissed  out  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  And  yet  that  is  the 
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way  in  which  thi“  question  has  been  approached 
qv  the  Ibovincial  Secretary.  Let  mo  at  the  out- 
set invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  state 
of  this  country  two  years  ago.  There  had  been 
discussions  in  past  years  in  reference  to  Union, 
and  there  had  beea  diversities  of  opinion,  some 
being  ia  favor  of  a Legislative  and  some  in  favor 
of  a Federal  Unim  ; but  I challenge  any  geutle- 
man  tc  show  me  that  beyond  the  more  expression 
of  abstract  opinion  in  favor  of  Union,  any  reso- 
lution was  ever  proposed.  The  country  was  th  n 
peaceful,  contented  and  pr  spetous  ; no  one  here 
thought  of  changing  our  constitue  nt  for  the  ake 
of  connection  w th  Canada,  home  of  us  enter- 
tained views  favorable  to  a union  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces,  but  no  one  dreamed  cf  giving  up  our 
present  insti  utions  and  accepting  a subordinate 
status  in  anoth  r country.  1 then  a k,  How  dees 
this  quest  on  of  Confederation  arise  ? By  what 
necessity  has  it  been  produced  1 Does  it  ati-ie 
from  the  necessities  of  the  people  or  Legislature 
of  Nova  Scotia  ? Why,  sir,  we  all  know  that 
but  for  the  necessities  ot  Canada,  as  admitted  by 
the  Provincial  Secretary  himself  and  by  his  col- 
league in  the  delegation,  that  question  would 
never  have  been  pressed  upon  our  attention.  Am 
I to  understan  1.  as  was  said  elsewhere,  that  owing 
to  the  Canadian  necessities-  owirg  to  the  fact 
that  the  iTovcrument  of  Canada  had  come  to  a 
dead  lock,  there  being  three  chang  s of  adminis- 
tration in  three  year3,  and  Parliamentary  Govern 
ment  having  become  impossible,  ther  fo  e it  was 
that  the  people  of  Canada  to  rid  themselves  of 
their  difficulties,  financial  and  political,  cast  their 
eyes  upon  these  Provinces  as  affording  a means  of 
cscapt?  We  all  know  what  took  place  in  1 86 
A resolution  passed  authorising  the  appointment 
cf  delegates  to  confer  on  the  question  of  a Mari- 
time Union  ; those  delegates  proceeded  to  Char- 
lottetown, and  there  they  were  met  by  Canadian 
apecn'ators  in  politics,  by  whom  they’  were 
spirited  away  to  Quebec,  and  were  seduced  from 
their  allegiance  to  this  country  and  from  the  mis- 
sion with  which  we  charged  them  In  October, 
after  a fortnight’*  debat * at  Quebec,  and  amidst 
exhaustive  festivities,  they  passed  resolu  ions  fa- 
vorab  e to  a union  of  the  Provinces  of  British 
America  These  gentlemen  have  s id  that  this 
delegation,  was  authorised  by  the  ministers  of  the 
Crown  and  by  the  Governor  General,  but  it  had 
no  authority  from  us.  The  dehare  at  Quebec 
was  conduc  e l in  secret,  all  its  deliberations  were 
carried  on  with  closed  doors,  and  there  is  good 
reast  n to  beli  ve  that  but  for  the  accidental  publi- 
cation of  those  resolutions  the  scheme  might  have 
been  passed  at  last  Session.  I was  iu  England 
when  these  negociations  were  going  on,  and  did 
not  return  until  a few  days  b fore  the  lesoluiions 
were  rec  ived  My  opinion  as  to  the  scheme  was 
aaked,  my  answer  was  I have  not  yet  made  up 
my  mind,  but  will  take  time  to  consider."  I did 
take  time,  and  having  occasion  to  make  a j ur- 
ney  o!  some  20  1 miles  I put  the  papers  in  my 
pocket,  read  them,  and  when  I returned  I had 
come  t > th*:  contusion  that  the  sch  me  was  un- 
just to  this  Province,  politically  af  d finan- 
cially and  that  l would  he  recreant  to  my 
responsibility  to  the  country  if  I gave  it  my  sup- 
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port.  We  may  be  told  that  the  proposition  for 
union  was  received  with  acclamation  by  the  peo- 
ple of  England,— -lot  any  man  go  to  England  to- 
day, and  although  the  allusion  is  somewhat  dis- 
pelled we  hear  it  said:  " the  Colonies  sh  uld  unite 
because  the  time  has  come  when  you  should 
a-sume  the  burthen  of  yoor  owi  def  r.ee  ’’  That 
sentiment  wilt  be  found  in  the  despatches  from 
beginning  to  end,  it  was  the  burthen  of  Mr. 
Cardwell’s  recent  speech  at  Oxford.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  opinion  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  of 
State  1 would  say— when  the  scheme  ot  union 
was  8*.nt  h me  for  approval  it  was  - at 
once  indorsed,  in  1 86  4 the  Imperial  Go* 
vernment  had  no  polity  on  the  subject, 
no  desire  that  we  shou  d be  confede  at’ed, 
but  on  the  contrary,  the  Lieutenant  Governors 
were  restricted  to  the  consideration  of  a Maritime 
Union.  I will  be  told  that  after  the  receipt  of 
despatches  from  this  siaeof  the  water  the  Co  onial 
S cretary  consented  to  delegates  proceeding  to 
Quebec  my  argument  is  that  Her  Majesty’s 
Government,  until  these  representations  were  sent 
to  the  Colonial  Office,  had  o policy  in  reference 
to  union.  What  followed?  In  cons*  quince  of 
strong  despatches  from  the  Governoi  General  re- 
presenting that  union  was  popular  in  all  th  Pro- 
vinces, under  this  inspiration  and  b sieving  that 
the  thirty-three  deb  gates  truly  represented  the 
sentiments  of  ;ha  people  Htc  .vi  j sty’s  Vi  misters 
commits  d themselves  to  the  poli  y t union.  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say,  and  in  saving  it  1 reveal  no 
confidential  communication,  that  I had  an  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Cardwell,  in  which  I gave  him  the 
independent  view  taken  by  thes  Provinces, — 
for  the  first  time  that  gentle  nan  obtained  the 
opinions  held  by  the  opposition  in  this  House, /md 
the  views  I gathered  from  that  interview  w.  re  of 
this  effect:  “ Her  Majesty’s  Government  have 

c mmitted  themselves  to  the  scheme  aid  ;are 
therefore  bound,  if  possible,  to  carry  it  out.” — 
That  is  the  true  position  ot  the  question  at  the 
Co'oaial  Office.  Mr.  Cardwell  com  mi  ted  a gtave 
error  which  no  British  statesman  in  the  Colonial 
Office  ever  com  mik  ed  before  in  expressing  his  ap- 
probation of  a sch*.  me  which  bad  never  beeen 
rubmitted  to  the  ratification  of  the  represen- 
tatives cf  the  people.  We  have  been  told 
that  the  public  opinion  in  England  is  i i favor  of 
union.  Not  one  in  fen  cf  the  people  of  England 
know  that  there  are  ruch  places  us  Nova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  island,  and 
few  have  heard  even  of  Canada.  The  first  idea 
arising  in  their  minds  is  that  the  union  wi)l  be  a 
good  thing  because  the  union  of  the  three  king- 
doms was  good  ; but  i met  only  two  m n during 
my  visitto  the  dothar  Country  who  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  cheme  before  ns  was  a Legislative 
union  ; and  when  I mentioned  what  it  really  was 
— that  we  were  to  have  a general  government  and 
then  five  local  Governments,  there  was  not  an  in- 
telligent man  wiih  whom  I met  that  did  not  treat 
it  with  contempt  The  leading  and  animating 
opinion  of  the  people  of  England  w as  that  the 
Union  scheme  was  to  take  from  the  Mother 
Country  a large  portion  of  the  burthens  with 
which  she  has  been  charged  i o rtf  re  nee  to  our 
defence  Among  others  whom  i met,  was  a very 
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worthy  g ntleman  who  was  Warden  of  Fish- 
monger’s Hall;  and  some  will  haidly  credit  me 
when  I -ay  that  this  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  orga- 
nisations in  London  That  gentleman  was  the 
Warden  when  the  Prince  of  Waies  dined  there, 
and  it  was  in  that  Hall  that  M essrs.  Galt  and 
Cartier  receiv  'd  their  first  public  dinner  in  Eng- 
land The  first  observation  of  my  friend  the 
Warden  was  “ .Y*r.  Annaud,  I hope  you  are  in 
favor  i f on  federation.”  I sa  d that  I was 
not.  ‘ What”  sail  he,  “not  in  favor  of 
Confederation,  I imagined  that  all  your  people 
were  so  ” 1 then  explained  the  reasons  of  my 

opt  o-ot  on,  stating  th  t the  Prov  nces  were  n t 
connected,  that  there  were  four  or  five  hundred 
nailer  of  wilderness  without  thjre  being  any 
means  of  communication.  His  reply  was  that 
he  had  seen  sum  s observation  in  a newspaper 
and  that  his  opinion  was  that  the  Railway  ought 
to  precede  the  union,  and  when  I mentioned  the 
many  prejudices  that  existed  he  said:  “ this  is  not 
a thing  to  be  hurried,  satisfy  yourselves  that 
Confederal  ion  i right  and  build  your  • ailroad  ’ 
That  was  ;he  opinion  ol  t<ds  gentleman  and  I 
think  it  is  the  real  opinion  of  the  peonie  of  Eng- 
land. But  we  are.  told  also  that  the  Queen,  (God 
bless  Her  Maj  sry.)  is  iu  favor  of  the  scheme  — 
Under  our  conssitu  ion  the  Q »een  c n do  no 
wrong,  she  is  not  responsible  for  a word  contain- 
ed in  the  speech  with  which  Parliament  is  opened 
but  her  m nisters  are  charged  with  chat  responsi- 
bility. S he  Queen  we  may  imagine,  has  some 
thing  e se  to  think  abou  th  >n  the  : flairs  of 
British  North  America  in  her  household  and  the 
exetci-es  of  domestic  viriues.  1 attach  no  im- 
portance therefore  to  that  argument  and  gentle- 
men oppord'e  must  be  weak  indeed  for  argument 
when  they  bring  liar  Majesty’s  name  into  the 
debate.  Her  name  should  not  he  mentioned 
here.  Then  it  is  said  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment are  in  favor  of  Union — I ha/e  given  some 
of  the  reasons  as  stared  by  the  o!o;d  d ecretary. 
There  are  fifty  or  sixty  Colonies  to  be  managed 
and  if  five  or  six  of  those  in  British  Aniarict 
could  be  nocked  into  one  the  labours  and 
respon-ibili  ies  of  the  Colonial  office  would 
be  lightened.  Wo  have  also  been  told 
that  the  British  pr.ss  are  in  favor  of  it,  ihe 
press  ate  probably  animated  by  the  feelings  uf  f e 
Colonial  reiarv,  and  imagine  that  the  change 
instead  of  being  forced  upon  us  in  defiance  of  our 
wishes,  was  desired  on  our  part,  but  teil  inttld 
gent  Englishmen  that  the  attempt  to  unite  us  will 
he  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  nine-tenths  of  our 
people  and  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  would 
smash  the  strongest  government  in  England  that 
attempted  :o  c*.ny  the  measure.  The  press  be- 
lieve. we  d sire  the  change,  that  the  scheme  was 
fair  ai  d just, and  above  all,  ih  y believe  the  scheme 
will  ic;  d us  to  assume  a great  portion  of  that 
burthen  with  which  the  motmr  country  has  1 een 
chained  in  connection  witn  ur  defence  We  are 
to  d that  the  Gove > nor,  the  Hero  of  Kars,  is  in 
fa>or « fir,,  I do  not  desire  to  «ay  anything  disre- 
spect n o th  »t  highly  respec.ab  e and  able  Gene- 
ral, i r spot  him  as  a warrior  who  stood  rue  to 
the  colors  of  hi>  country  and  fait  fully  served  his 
Sovereign,  i would  undertake  to  find  in  the 


backwcod-  of  Musquodohoit  men  who  un  crctand 
the  bearings  of  t e questions,  and  the  necessities 
of  the  Province  as  well  as  he 

(Upon  interruptions  being  caused  by  disturb- 
ance in  the  galleries  they  were  cleared  at  the 
instance  of  Mr  S.  Campbell,  but  were  sub- 
sequently re-opened.) 

Mr.  Annand  continued: — While,  as  I have 
said,  I have  the  greatest  possible  respect  for 
the  abilities  of  the  officer  presiding  over  the 
government  of  the  country,  in  his  military 
capacity,  on  questions  of  local  politics,  and  re- 
lating to  the  formation  of  a new  constitution 
for  these  Colonies,  these  are  not  the  men  to 
whom  I would  look  for  instru  *tion.  The  name 
of  the  General  ard  of  the  Admiral  have  also 
been  improperly  introduced  into  the  debate  to 
give  weight  and  authority  to  the  scheme  of 
Confederation— these  are  the  proper  judges  in 
time  of  war,  we  are  ready  to  follow  them  in  the 
field  and  to  fight  under  their  flag  upon  the  sea, 
but  it.  is  highly  Indecorous  to  briug  the  names 
of  these  functionaries  here  and  least  of  all, 
should  the  clergy  be  so  prominently  referred  to 
within  these  wails,  we  respect  them,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  in  connection  with  their 
flocks,  but  a clergyman  is  out  of  place  when 
mixed  up  with  the  excitement  incident  to 
politics  and  party  strife.  Then  we  have  been 
told  “ you  have  all  the  religious  press  of  the 
country  against  you.”  Now,  do  we  go  for  our 
political  opinions  to  such  newspapers  as  these? 
These  a.  e authorities  while  they  confine  them- 
selves to  the  tenets  of  thedoctriues  which  they 
uphold,  but  no  longer,  and  I am  authorised 
here  to  state,  on  behalf  of  many  Presbyterian 
clergymen  and  of  many  leading  Wesleyaus  and 
Baptists,  that  they  repudiate  the  opinions  of 
these  journals.  But  if  it  be  true,  as  has  been 
represented,  that,  all  this  combination  is  on  the 
side  of  the  Government,  I ask  how  is  it  that 
the  great  body  of  the  people  are  arrayed  against 
them.  The  reference  to  these  religious  bodies 
challenges  this  reply.  The  Provincial  Secreta- 
ry may  quote  these  distinguished  names  and  re- 
fer to  these  organs  of  popular  opinion,  but  how 
is  it  that  he  dare  not  at  this  moment  open  a sin- 
pie  constituency  in  the  country  ? There  have 
been  three  elections  since  the  scheme  was  pro- 
pounded, and  at  every  oue  of  these  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  “ routed  horse,  foot  and  artille- 
ry.” What  do  I care  for  the  opinions  to  which 
be  has  referred,  when  I know  he  dare  not  open 
a single  constituency,  and  that  the  greatest  mis- 
fortune that,  could  befall  him  would  be  a vacan- 
cy in  any  of  the  seats?  I therefore  hurl  hack 
the  all  usions  he  has  made.  My  mind  can  carry 
me  back  to  the  time  when  we  were  struggling 
for  responsible  government,  we  asked  Her  Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers  for  the  concession,  and  we  had 
them  against  ns,  we  had  against  us  the  press 
of  England,  Her  Majesty's  Representative,  and 
the  General  here,  but  we  were  right,  we  pressed 
for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a free  people, 
and  achieved  the  system  that  we  now  enjoy.— 
Therefore  away  with  the  arguments  drawn 
from  the  opinions  of  the  Admiral,  and  General, 
and  Governor,— their  feeling  is  to  obey  the 
Imperial  authorities,  and  their  opinions  may 
be  expected  to  be  moulded  by  their  govern- 
ment. We  have  been  referred  to  the  despatch 
of  the  ‘24th  J une  1865.  in  which  it  is  said 

“ Such  an  union  seem.-.  ^ Her  Majesty’s  Go- 
vernment to  recommend  itself  to  the  Provinces 
on  many  grounds  of  moral  and  material  ad- 
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vantages, — as  giving  a well  fonntled  prospect 
of  improved  administration  and  increased 
prosperity.” 

What  are  the  matters  tending  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country?  The  improvement  of 
trade  and  commerce,  a large  market  for  the 
produce  of  the  country.  And  can  it  be  said 
that  Confederation  will  increase  our  market? 
Will  anyoue  say  that  we  will  buy  a barrel  of 
flour  more  from  Canada  unless  a discrimi- 
nating duty  is  imposed?  Will  Canada  buy 
any  more  tisli  or  coal  under  Confederation? 
Can  it  be  said  that  our  productions  will  be  al- 
lowed to  enter  Canada  upon  terms  more  favor- 
able than  those  imposed  on  American  articles? 
I do  not  give  the  Canadians  credit  for  so  much 
love  for  us.  We  may  have  free  trade  between 
the  Provinces  without  a political  union.  It 
can  be  effected  through  our  various  govern- 
ments. Would  any  one  hazard  a statement  of 
the  reverse  in  the  face  of  the  evidence  upon  our 
journals?  I have  entertained  some  doubts  as 
to  whether  free  trade  in  manufactures  is  at 
present  desirable.  There  are  manufactures 
growing  up  here  which  are  now  so  weak  as  to 
require  legislative  aid;  and  to  bring  them  info 
competition  with  the  more  a Ivanced  manufac- 
tures of  Canada  would  be  to  ruin  those  who 
have  embarked  their  capital  in  such  enter- 
prises among  us;  but  if  it  should  prove  de- 
sirable I would  throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way. 
Then,  is  it  necessary  to  have  the  Union  to  as 
similate  our  currencies?  No  one  will  hazard 
such  a statement.  The  effort  has  never  been 
made;  and  until  it  fails,  I will  not  admit 
the  argument  drawn  in  favor  of  a political 
union.  It  would  be  impossible  to  assimilate 
our  curreuci-  s with  that  of  the  United  States, 
and  with  the  States  we  have  a hundred  com- 
mercial transactions  for  one  with  Canada.— 
Then  comes  the  question  of  postage.  Uur  pos- 
tal system  is  now  nearly  the  same,  the  only  dif- 
ference being,  that  while  in  Nova  Scotia  news- 
papers pass  free,  in  Canada  there  is  a tax 
which  impedes  circulation.  The  question  of 
the  usury  laws  has  been  brought  here  for  dis- 
cussion, hut  I would  suggest  that  if  we  are  to 
have  Confederation  we  need  not  discuss  the 
subject, — in  Canada  the  rate  of  interest  is  much 
higher  than  with  us,  in  some  instances  as  high 
as  from  eight  to  nine  per  cent.  Then  there  is 
the  question  of  the  tariff';  there  may  be  no  great 
diffi  ultyon  this  subject  if  Canada  is  willing  to 
suffer  such  a lo  s of  revenue  as  would  arise 
from  strikingoff  her  twenty  per  cent  duties. — 
In  that  case  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  as 
similating  our  tariffs,  and  this  it  will  be  re- 
membered was  one  of  the  conditions  in  the  ar- 
rangements of  1862.  Much  has  been  said  about 
the  Intercolonial  Railway,— this  has  been  the 
grand  lever  used  to  operate  on  the  people.  We 
are  told  that  we  can  have  no  railway  unless  we 
confederate,  but  looking  at  the  necessities  of 
Canada— at  the  position  she  would  be  in  if  diffi 
culties  arose,  ice-locked  for  six  months  iu  the 
year,  we  find  how  essential  it  is  to  her  indepen- 
dence. While  these  are  the  facts  so  little  loyal 
sentiment  is  there  among  the  public  men  of 
Canada  that  they  will  not  make  the  effort  to 
secure  that  road,  hut  will  run  the  risk  of  sever- 
ance from  the  British  Empire  w hile  using  it  as 
a lever  to  bring  about  Confederation.  Then 
coques  the  question  of  defence—  we  are  told  we 
cannot  defend  ourselves  unless  Confederated, 
f admit  the  potency  of  the  argument  in  refer- 


ence to  the  Intercolonial  Railway  as  a means 
of  defence,  and  I believe  that  that  ro  id  will  be 
exceedingly  useful  in  time  of  war,  but  it  might 
becutintwoor  three  places  in  the  event  of 
hostilities.  Any  one  reading  the  history  of 
Sherman’s  campaign  knows  how  easy  it  is  to 
cut  a railway,  and  how  easily  these  Provinces 
could  be  separated. 

The  Pro.  Sec.  read  a speech  delivered  by  me 
on  a former  occasion  in  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion of  defence  and  I am  prepared  to  reiterate 
the  same  sentiments  to  day.  My  mode  would 
be  this:  I would  have  the  people  contribute 
liberally  pound  for  pound  with  Canada,  or  any 
other  portion  of  the  Empire,  for  the  protection 
of  our  homes,  I would  pay  that  amount  into 
the  Imperial  treasury  and  would  charge  the 
Imperial  government  with  the  defence.  I 
would  be  willing  to  have  this  levied  as  a tax 
per  head  or  a per  eeutage  on  our  revenue.  If 
it  he  true,  and  I believe  it  is,  that  the  British 
government  intend  to  throw  upon  Canada  the 
expense  other  fortifications  and  of  her  gun- 
boats for  the  lakes,  here  will  be  an  enormous 
amount  that  we  must  pay  into  the  Canadian 
exchanges,  not  for  our  defence  but  for  theirs. 
The  Prov.  Sec.  referred  on  a previous  day  to 
my  friend  Mr.  Howe,  and  to  the  opinions  that 
he  uttered  iu  England  in  advocating  the  liter- 
colonial  Railway, — that  gentleman  did  express 
strong  opinions,  but  they  were  not  so  much  on 
the  subject  of  the  union  of  the  Colonies  as  in 
connection  with  that  railway.  Taking  advan- 
tage of  the  apprehension  existing  in  connection 
with  the  Trent  affair,  Messrs.  Howe  and  Tilley 
used  every  argumeut  they  could  urge.  I do 
not  hold  myself  responsible  for  every  opinion 
expressed  upon  these  matters  and  I may  per- 
haps admit  that  Mr.  Howe  has  committed 
mistake*  almost  as  grave  as  those  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  himself.  In  reference  to  the 
contribution  from  the  treasury  for  defence,  do 
not  let  me  be  misunderstood  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  the  tax  should  be  levied.  By  the  con- 
sent of  our  own  Parliament,  responsible  to  our 
own  people,  we  should  contribute  such  an 
amount  as  the  country  could  afford.  What  do 
we  require  for  defence?  It  is  said  that  as  we 
are  now  situated  we  cannot  march  a militia- 
man from  one  Province  to  another.  Then  all 
that  is  required  in  case  of  an  attack  is  an 
authority  by  which  we  can  ai  i each  other.  Do 
we  not  now  see  all  British  America  armed  to 
the  teeth  and  prepared  for  the  couftiet  without 
Confederation?  Then  there  is  this  difficulty  in 
the  way.  When  we  are  confederated  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief  would  have  his  head-quartern 
at  Ottawa;  and  we  will  find  that  if  Canada  is 
attacked  and  these  Provinces  threatened,  the- 
Exeemive  Government  at  Ottawa  will  natu- 
rally prefer  the  protection  of  their  own  home- 
steads to  our  security,  and  will  withdraw  our 
men  for  their  defence.  What  did  we  bear  some 
of  the  Canadian  statesmen  say  some  time  ago? 
One  of  them  said,  “ Look  down  at  the  Mari- 
time Provinces;  they  have  30,000  sailors  to  man 
our  gunboats.”  Another  repeated  the  remark; 
but  it  never  occurred  to  them  that  we  might 
also  be  threatened  with  attack,  aud  that  it 
might  become  necessary  to  seud  down  some  of 
the  yeomanry  of  the  West  in  exchange  for  our 
seamen.  Th  ir  idea  seemed  selfish  and  narrow 
and  limited  only  to  the  defence  of  their  own 
country  at  our  expense.  J.t  is  said  that  Con- 
federation will  make  us  much  more  powerful 
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for  defence.  But  Confederation  does  not  give 
as  a man  more  or  a pound  more;  it  adds  neither 
to  the  material  nor  the  sinews  of  war.  If  I 
need  refer  to  auy  authority  on  the  subject,  I 
have  it  under  my  hand — an  authority  which 
even  the  Provincial  Secretary  and  the  Attor- 
ney General  will  admit  to  be  conclusive.  I 
read  an  ex  ract  from  a leading  paper  in 
Canada,  the  Toronto  Globe , in  answer  to  a cor- 
respondent who  urged  the  objection  “that 
Canada,  under  Confederation,  would  be  com- 
pelled to  furnish  a quota  for  the  defence  of  the 
Lower  Provinces,  whereas  they  could  aid  us 
none  at  all,  and  therefore  we  should  be  rela- 
tively weakened.”  The  Globe, , in  reply,  said 

“ It  80  happens,  however,  that  for  purposes  of  defence 
we  are  already  Confederated,  the  Imperial  Government  being 
the  centra',  power.  It  is  quite  true  that  we  could  not  in 
the  present  state  ot  things  be  compelled,  without  the 
consent  of  our  Legislature,  to  send  troops  to  serve  in 
Nova  Scotia;  but  the  home  authorities  have  a most 
powerlui  means  of  coercion  in  their  hands.  They 
would  tell  us  at  once  that,  if  we  selfishly  refused  to  aid 
them  in  the  concentration  of  troops  at  the  point  where 
the  Commander-in-chief  judged  such  concentration  to 
be  most  needed  tor  the  preservation  of  the  whole  of 
British  North  America  they  wouid  leave  us  to  our 
fate.” 

***  ****** 

“ In  fact , we  regard  the  add  tion  of  their  population  asu 
dear  gain  to  Canada.  New  Brunswick  might  demand 
their  assistance  and  ours  too— tor  next  to  our  own 
Province  she  is  most  open  to  attack  but  when  the 
danger  bad  passed  her  strength  would  be  thrown  in 
wherever  needed  Moreover,  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
in  consequence  of  the  large  proportion  they  have  of 
a seafaring  populati  n,  lurnish  a most  valuable  ele- 
ment of  defence  'vhich  we  do  not  possess.” 

The  Prov.  Sec.  said  “ if  you  would  only  unite 
you  would  be  defended  by  the  entire  forces  of 
the  Empire.”  Will  he  undertake  to  say  that  if 
we  decliue  to  unite  we  will  not  be  defended  by 
Her  Majesty’s  army  and  navy?  Will  he 
hazard  that  opinion?  No,  because  he  had  to 
admit  that  come  what  would  Her  Majesty’s 
government  could  not  afford  to  lose  these  Prov- 
inces. Tueu  away  goes  the  story  about  casting 
as  oft',  and  eve  a the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
said  that  England  was  bound  to  uphold  the 
Colonies. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  question  and  it 
is  not  the  least  interesting —in  connection  with 
finances  under  confederation  as  compared 
with  the  present  position.  I have  in  my  hand 
a calculation  made  from  our  public  docu- 
ments—from  the  estimate  laid  on  the  table  of 
this  House  at  this  Session,  aud  I will  be  pre 
pared  to  show  the  House,  and  through  the  press 
the  people,  the  euormous  sum  we  would 
sacrifice  by  Confederation.  In  the  event 
of  union  the  taxes  known  as  Customs 
duties  would  he  collected  and  paid  into 
Ottowa  treasury,  so  with  the  light  duties,  our 
railroads  would  become  the  property  of  the 
General  Government,  and  our  revenues  would 
he  derived  from  the  following  sources: — 


Casual  revenue $70,000 

Crown  lauds,  45.000 

Ooid  mine*. . . .'. 20  000 

Hospital  Insane 20 


$155,009 

In  addition  to  this  there  would  be  the  sub- 
sidy of  80  ceuts  per  head,  am  muting  to  $264,- 
000,  mak  ng  in  all  $419,000,  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  public  services  of  the  country.  Certain 
large  services,  such  as  revenue  expenses,  civil 


list,  and  lighthouses  would  be  transferred. 
Accepting  the  es  ima  e laid  on  the  table  the 
other  day  as  correctly  representing  the  actual 
requirements  of  this  country  for  the  leading 
public  services,  I assume  that  the  same 
amounts  will  be  required  under  Confederation 
as  now,  and  cannot  well  he  performed  for  less. 

Local  Expenditure— Estimate,  1866. 


Agriculture $12,000 

Board  statistics 4 000 

Criminal  prosecutions 1 600 

Coroner  « inquests 1 400 

Crown  lands 18  600 

Department  mines 17  595 

Distressed  seamen 2 *0 

Education 120,000 

Colleges,  &o 13  595 

Indians ail  200 

Immigration 5 800 

Poor’s  Asylum 12  100 

Reli  f. 5.0'0 

Roads  and  bridges 274  228 

Road  compensation 200 


$187  5’8 

The  total  cost  of  these  services  will  be  $487,- 
518,  and  I put  it  to  the  house  can  you  afford  to 
reduce  any  of  them?  And  if  so,  where  are 
you  to  begin?  Then  there  is  another  species 
of  expenditure  which  refers  to  the  altered 
condition  of  affairs  under  Confederation;  we 
have  not  yet  been  informed  as  to  the  sort  of 
local  government  that  we  are  to  have,— we 
know  not  whether  there  will  be  one  or  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  or  how  many 
members  each  will  have;  hut.  1 assume 
that  our  Legislative  expenses  will  be  $20,000 
instead  of  nearly  $50,000,  as  at.  present.  We 
will  require  a Prov.  Secretary,  he  may  not  b© 
a gentleman  of  such  distinguished  talents  as 
the  gentleman  before  me,  because  he  may  be 
called  to  a mere  exalted  sphere— he  may  as- 
pire to  be  Prov.  Secretary  of  the  Confederated 
Provinces,  he  may  be  one  of  those  g overnors 
who  will  be  sent  down  to  administer  our  affairs, 
certain  it  is  that  all  those  gentlemen  who  have 
acted  as  delegates  will  be  spirited  away  from 
us.  The  expenses  of  the  Prov.  Secretary’s 
office  I have  put  down  at  $4,050,  aud  1 have 
included  in  this  the  cost  of  the  Financial  Se- 
cretary’s department.  For  our  Treasurer  I 
have  put,  down  $3,100.  We  will  require  a 
Crown  Officer  to  act  as  Atty.  General,  though 
I presume  we  can  dispense  with  the  Solicitor 
General,  and  for  that  officer  I have  put 
down  $1,600.  Miscellaneous  services  last  year 
amounted  to  $35,044,  but  I have  stated  them 
at  10,000,  Navigation  Securities  I have  re- 
duced from  $80  000  to  $26,000,-1  may  he  told 
that  this  last  will  be  a charge  upon  the  general 
government,  hut  many  of  our  small  services 
will  he  entirely  lost  sight  of  by  that  great 
government  in  the  extension  of  her  canals,  and 
in  attending  to  the  wants  of  the  Nor  h West 
territory.  For  Public  works,  in  reference  to  the 
extension,  I have  allowed  nothing,  although 
we  need  extension  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum, 
—Public  works,  including  Board,  maintenance, 
Hospital  for  Insane.  Penitentiary,  &c.,  I put 
down  at  $50,600;  Printing,  $5,000;  Packets  and 
Ferries,  throwing  out  of  consideration  the 
steamboat  service,  $11,070.  Altogether  we 
have  for  Confederation  under  these  services, 


$131,420. 

Legislative  expen  es, $20  000 

Provincial  Secretary’s  Office 4.0-0 

Receiver  General, 3,100 
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Atforney  General, 1,600 

Mir-celtaneoue.  ...  10  000 

Naviga’ on  Securities, 26  00Q 

Pub  uj  Works 50  600 

Printing 6 0 '0 

Packets  aud  Perries, 11,070 


$1314.0 

We  have,  then,  for  the  first,  class  of  items  a 
total  of  $487,518,  aud  for  tlie  se  -ond  a total 
of  $l31,420-m*kiug  in  all  $018,938.  Deduct 
from  his  all  the  revenue  to  he  got  this  year, 
£419  000,  and  it  will  leave  a balance  against, 
the  Province,  taking  the  estimate  of  the 
present  year,  iu  routid  numbers  of  $200  000. 
Do  nor.  let  tbe  house  be  mistaken, — this  very 
year  if  Confederation  existed  we  would  lose 
$200,000,  as  is  shown  by  the  estimate  laid 
upon  the  table.  1 put  it  then  to  the  bouse,  are 
you  going  ro  throw  ou  the  people  the  burden 
of  raxing  themselves  to  maintain  these  works? 
Will  you  outer  into  a scheme  of  union  that 
will  take  from  our  treasury  $20,000  a year? 
And  bein’  this  iu  mind,  that  while  our  wants 
will  go  ou  in -reusing  every  year  the  subsidy 
will  rein  >in  at  80  cents  a head  according  to  the 
ceusns  of  1861.  in  the  event  of  a war  which 
would  prevent  the  sale  of  our  coal,  our  rev- 
enue would  be  $30,000  or $40,000  less.  I risk  the 
geutlemm  who  went  home  last  year,  with 
special  grants  of  $10,000  for  their  counties,  how 
they  are  to  be  provided  for  when  Confedera- 
tion is  accomplished?  You  must  either  throw 
off  the  road  grant  or  else  deprive  the  people  of 
the  liberal  allowance  for  education.  The  Pro. 
Secretary  on  a former  occasion  charged  me 
with  inconsistency  in  enunciating  here  prin- 
ciples contrary  to  those  which  I ha  e placed 
upon  the  j mruals.  I deny  ever  having  com- 
mitted myself  to  any  scheme  of  union  with 
Canada,  aud  I will  quote  from  some  of  the 
journals  that  he  referred  to.  The  resolution 
moved  in  1861  by  Mr.  Howe,  was  as  follows; 

" Whereas,  The  s bject.  of  a union  of  the  No>th  Am- 
erican Provo  ces.  or  of  t’ e Maritime  Province"  of 
British  America,  has  been  from  time  to  tine  mooted 
and  discu  -ed  in  all  the  Colonies. 

“Aitt  Wim teas.  Wine  m>ny  advantages  may  be 
secured  b/  'i  h a union,  either  of  all  these  Provinces 
or  of  a portion  of  them  many  an  * serious  obstacles 
are  presented,  wn  oh  ,.an  only  be  overcome  by  mutual 
consultation  of  tlv  leading  men  ol'  the  Colonies,  and 
by  free  communication  with  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment 

'•  Therefore  Resoloed,  That  His  Excellency,  the 
Lieu  enaut  Gov  r u.r  oe  respect  u ly  requested  to  put 
himself  in  communication  with  his  < .race  the.  Colo- 
nial Secret i-v  aud  his  Excellency  the  Governor  Gen- 
eral, and  the  Li’  utenant  Governors  of  the  other 
North  American  provinces,  in  order  to  ascertain  tbe 
policy  of  her  Majesty's  Governme  d.  and  the  opinions 
Of  the  other  co'. ,. i>es  with  a view  to  an  enliglvened 
conside  ation  of  a qmstion  inooloing  the  highest  inter- 
ests and  uoon  wh  oti  rh  puolio  rniud  in  ad  the  Pro- 
vinces ought  to  be  set  at  rest.” 

JBere  y ,u  have  a resolution  stating  the  fact 
that  a diversity  of  opuiion  exists  in  the  Pro- 
vinces as  to  union,  and  that,  there  were  two 
kinds  of  union,  oue  of  the  Maritime  Colouies 
and  the  other  including  Canada  'so  that  the 
gentlemen  voting  for  that,  resolution  voted  for 
the  appointment  of  Delegates  to  ascertain 
whether  ho  uniou  should  embrace  ail  the 
Colonies  or  only  the  Maritime  Provinces. 

The  resolution  sn  rgested  an  “ enlightened 
consi  leratio  of  the  question,  aud  we  all 
know  trie  result  of  that,  consideration,  and  an- 
other obj  ct  of  the  delegation  of  that  period 
was  to  se' 

23 


by  the  Delegates  assembled  at.  Quebec  in  Sep- 
tember, 1862.  The  chief  mission  of  the  Dele- 
gates was  in  connection  with  the  Intercolonial 
Railway.  Union  was  mentioned  at  the  Con- 
vention, but  only  incidentally  discussed,  no 
resolution  being  moved,  aud  no  record  of  the  • 
proceedings  being  kept  So  that,  it.  merely 
amounts  to  this  : — we  passaresolu  ion  stating 
hat  there  is  a diversity  of  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Colonial  uuiou,  which  should  be  con- 
sidered and  set  at  rest;  but  no  man  in  tbe 
House  has  been  committed  to  ai  y scheme  of 
union,  much  less  to  the  Quebec  scheme.  I am 
not,  therefore  inconsistent,  in  taking  my  pre- 
sent course,  nor  is  any  member  who  was  then 
in  the  legislature,  and  I could  feel  myself  at 
liberty  to  vote  against  any  scheme  that,  did 
not,  commend  itself  to  my  judgment.  But  of 
all  the  members  of  the  bouse,  the  Prov.  Sec’y 
is  the  last  who  should  dare  to  talk  alour,  in- 
consistency. His  whole  life  has  been  a life  of 
inco'  sisteucy,  from  the  first  time  be  took  a 
seat  here.  We  know  how  he  acted  in  refer- 
ence to  the  construction  of  railways.  What  is 
his  policy  on  that,  subject,  now  ? It  is  the  po- 
licy of  the  gentlemen  who  preceded  him.  lie 
h da  policy  in  reference  to  retrenchment,  by 
which  $79  000  a year  was  to  he  saved;  he  went 
to  the  country  with  the  cry,  and  that  is  the 
last,  we  have  heard  of  it,  while  nearly  every 
public  service  has  been  largely  increased  under 
his  administration.  The  Pro  Sec.  seenm  ex- 
ceedingly sensitive  just  now;  he  declares  that 
by, those  shocking  appeals  from  the  press  we 
are  disturbing  the  public  mind;  why  could  we 
not,  have  been  quiet  until  the  gentlemen  ac- 
complishing this  measure  had  been  spirited 
away  to  another  country.  He  said,  in  refer- 
ence to  some  remarks  which  have  appeared, 
that  he  would  be  justified  in  dealing  with  me 
af;er  another  fashion.  I understand  him  to 
mean,  by  that,  that  he  could  have  brought  me 
to  the  bar  of  the  House  for  these  remarks.  I 
challenge  him  to  shew  me  his  right  to  do  so, 
even  if  I wrote  the  article  alluded  to;  and  I 
challenge  him  to  show  anything  in  the  article 
to  warrant  the  language  he  has  used.  Then 
we  are  told  that  the  press  has  had  the  auda- 
city to  charge  members  of  this  house  with  be- 
ing traitors.  Unquestionably  the  press  did  so, 
but  did  he  ever  turn  to  the  meaning  of  the 
word?  Webster  says  a traitor  is  one  who  dev 
ceives,  who  betrays  bis  country;  and  I s*y, 
taking  that  sense,  there  are  men  here  who  d’e-i 
serve  the  appellation. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec. — I think  the  lion  member, 
is  safe  in  making  that  assertion.  , 

Mr.  Annand  continued  — I hurl  back  the 
charge  upon  the  Prov.  Sec.,  because  In-  is  bar- 
tering the  liberties  of  the  country.  I charge 
upon  him  that  he  is  a deceiver,  a betraver  of* 
his  country— that  he  is  a traitor  There  are 
men  in  this  House  who,  within  the  lost  fort- 
night, ha- e corresponded  with  their  cons  ir u. 
ema  sending  them  down  sheaves  of  petifj.,  ,a 
against  Confederation,  by  which  the  people  im- 
plored the  House  not  fo  pass  any  measure  ou 
fhe  subject  until  it  had  been  referred  to  them, 
t here  are  men  in  this  House  who  occupied  (hat 
position  a few  days  ago,  and  whn  to  day  are 
found  in  the  ran^s  ot  those  who  will  p*ss  the 
scheme  and  prevent,  the  people  from  expressing 
their  opinion.  These  men  are  betraving  the 
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people,  and  are  acting  in  diametrical  opposition 
to  their  well  known  sentiments 

The  Provincial  Secretary  intimated  that  there 
is  one  gentleman  here  who  deserves  the  name 

traitor  ; he  referred  on  one  occasion  to  the 
apology  which  I made  for  using  language  that 
I was  sorry  for.  Any  geDtieman  who  has  been 
betrayed  iDto  heated  and  improper  language  is 
acting  an  honest  and  honorable  part  in  acknow- 
ledging his  error  I did  that  without  hesita- 
tion, although  the  Provincial  Secretary  did  not 
state  the  words  to  which  he  alluded;  but  wh  t 
did  I find  in  the  press  ? In  a portion  of  the 
press  reflecting  the  views  of  that  gentleman  I 
saw  a most  extravagant  and  distorted  account 
— a most  unwarranted  aDd  untruthful  versioa  of 
what  occurred.  To  put  mi  self  right  I wrote  to 
the  gentleman  to  whom  the  words  were  used, 
and  I will  let  my  justification  go  forth  with  the 
misrepresentation  that  has  been  circulated. 

(Mr.  Annand  here  read  copies  of  letters  from 
Mr.  B Wier  and  Mr  E.  M McDonald,  stating 
that  Mr.  A.’s  remark  in  reference  to  a Fenian 
attack  upon  Canada  was  ia  reply  to  an  excla- 
mation of  Mr  Wier  ) 

These,  said  Mr  A , are  the  naked  facts  of  the 
case.  I met  a worthy  friend  who  is  perhaps  a 
little  excitablp,  and  he  used  exceedingly  strong 
language  to  me.  I used  wry  stroDg  language 
to  him  in  retort,  but  I remember  we  left  la  gh- 
ing  ar  «he  extravagant  expressions  on  both  sides 
Gentlemen  opposite  are  very  sensitive  about 
remarks  made  in  the  press,  and  if  they  could, 
would  probably  stifle  the  press  and  muzzle 
Conversations  out  of  doors,  but  I hold  iu  my 
hand  the  record  of  language  scarcely  less  for- 
cible than  miue,  but  with  this  distinction,  that 
instead  of  being  uttered  in  a moment  of  excite- 
ment in  a public  street  these  words  were  de- 
lu  erately  placed  upon  the  Journals  of  the 
country , I find  here  a resolution  moved  by 
hon.  Mr.  Johnson  the  leader  of  the  opposi- 
tion in  this  house  at  a time  when  excite  uent. 
ran  high  in  consequence  of  the  removal  of  cer- 
tain magistrates,  an  extract  from  which  reads 
as  follows: 

*•  And  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  if  such  an  ex- 
ercise ol  executive  administration  shou’d  bo  vindica- 
ted t’-e  most  saorod  iot  rests  of  society  would  be 
plac'd  in  rhe  p wrr  of  every  corrupt  and  unscrupu- 
lous (Jovernm°nt.  that  could  command  a subservient 
m?j  >rify  in  the  L gi  la'ure,  and  (he  oe<  pie  of  Nova 
fid  tia  b *ing  driven  to  desire  som?  constitution  better 
6 danced  and  protected  the  cornice  ion  between  t hr* 
C’otoby  a d the  l'areut.  aiate  would  be  weakened  and 
endang  red.  ’ 

I can  say  more:  I recollect,  in  1849  when  Ca- 
nada was  in  rebellion  when  the  Parliament 
buildings  were  burned,  when  the  Governor 
G-neral  w <s  bunted  through  the  streets,  there 
was  a Journal  in  this  town  in  the  interest  of 
gen  lemon  oppo-t »e  that  was  so  outspoken  as 
to  justify  fudy  the  persons  who  committed 
these  deeds,  ami  yet  I never  heard  of  any  of 
them  being  arraign,  d here  for  using  disi-.ya 
expressions.  We  have  heard  much  about  loy- 
alty,— what  m ikes  1 valty?  Is  it  notthe  insti* 
tut  i.  ms  of  a country?  Deprive  a people  of  that 
which  they  enerish  and  every  freem  in  arao  ig 
them  wiil  de  esr.  those  who  do  the  deed.  The 
i*ro.  Sec.  made  a g> eat  complaint  abon  the  re- 
ference to  Cauadiau  gold  and  talked  about 


bringing  a member  to  the  bar  for  having  pub- 
lished that  paragraph.  He  also  more  than  in- 
sinuated tnat  ray  friend  Mr.  Howe  had  been  cor- 
rupted by  American  gold,  and  by  implication 
myself  also  who  he  said  was  the  mouth-piece 
of  that  geutlemau  in  this  house.  This  is  the 
paragraph  referred  to  by  the  Pro.  Secretary. 

“In  the  course  of  .the  Confederate  Debate  in  the 
Canad  an  Assembly.’  last  winter,  the  hon  George 
i.rowa  referred  to  thp  large  ium  that  was  given  for 
the  purchase  of  the  State  of  L >ui  iana,  ana  suggested 
that  the  expenditure  of  as  large  or  ev  n a larger  sum, 
in  the  purchase  of  the  State  of  the.  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces, would  be  a profitable  Canadian  investment. 
Mr  Brown’s  hint,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  has  not 
been  lost  sig*>t  ot  by  the  Conlederatr s.  Canadian 
gold,  it  is  said  is  here,  and  in  sufficient  abundance 
to  • vercome  the  scruples  of  certain  repre-entativ  s 
of  the  people.  The  couutry  has  a sharp  eve  on  the 
House  just  now,  and  wil  d.ly  appreciate  the  sudden 
conversion  of  members,  should  any  unhappily  be 
found  willing  to  accept  the  base  bribe," 

I hold  under  iuy  hand  the  language  of  hon. 
George  Brown  to  which  that  paragraph  re- 
fers and  he  says : 

“ He  could  nut  understand  why  we  should  hesitite 
about  bri  ging  in  a million  of  people  with  a great 
country  and.  great  resources;  we  might  aa  well  Hesi- 
tate about  some  | er  y all  wance  ol  moony.  There 
was  no  such  instance  in  historv  he  believed  ; other  na- 
tions paid  large  sums  for  territory  Louis  ana  was 
b.'Ughi  for  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  What  would 
we  not  give  lor  Maine  or  M’chigan  or  Minnesota, 
which  i<  was  poss'ble  to  pay.  others  pay  la  gesums 
to  secure  emigrants  We  s pen i some  $25,000  per  an- 
num yet  we  heard  peddlrag  objections  ra;s  d now  in 
a uuion.  to  give  us  nearly  a million  of  people  and 
vast  and  ricn  territories;  a fcio  dollars  for  a few 
years  ought  not  to  stand  in  the  way." 

D oes  any  one  need  to  be  told  that  the  mean- 
ing of  this  is  that  the  secret  service  money  of 
Canada,  if  required  might, be  had?  (Cries  of 
Oil!  ob!  from  government  side  of  house.)  Gen- 
tlemen rte-  d not  be  so  excited,  for  I Dell  them 
that  I had  a conversation  with  Mr.  Brown  not 
very  long  ago,  in  which  1 was  led  to  believe 
that  if  I would  joiu  the  Confederates  I might 
have  had  money,  and  place,  and  preferment 
in  Canada  as  inducements  to  my  supporting 
Confederation. 

Hon  LJ ko v . Sec  asked  that  Mr.  Annand’s 
words  be  taken  down  as  he  intended  to  lest  their 
accuracy  by  telegraphiug  to  Mr.  Brown  immed- 
iately. 

The  Speaker  said  he  could  take  down  no 
words  which  were  notunparliamentarv. 

Hon  1 ro  >ec  said  that  he  merely  dpsired 
that  no  it  justice  b-  done  to  the  hon  gentleman 
in  the  represent  ion  of  his  remarks 

M'.  Annand  continued:— My  remarks  I pre- 
sume have  been  already  taken  down  by  the 
proper  f fficer  and  it  will  be  unnecesstry  f >r  me 
to  repeat  them.  The  P o.  Sec  has  referred  to 
he  ac  ion  ot  Canada,  bur,  l do  n»t  wonder  that 
the  scheme  was  adopted  by  a two  ihird  vote  in 
'he  Parliament  of  that  Colony.  We  have  been 
told  ’hat  we  exolled  Mr.  Smith  as  ‘ an  inuor- 
uptable  pa  riot/’  Whatever  Mr  Smith’s 
(•'aims  may  be  on  the  people  of  New  Brunswick 
they  appreciate  them,  and  without;  wishing  to 
say  a word  derogatory  to  the  credit  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  learned  profession  here,  I doubt  that 
there  i*  one  of  hem  who,  w hen  the  office  of 
Chief  Justice  wj> s vacant,  aod  when  he  v aa 
press  d by  lri.  nds  aod  loes  to  take  the  position, 
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would  pass  it  by  rather  than  leave  the  Legisla- 
ture when  theiounty  needed  his  services  Few 
men  would  have  made  such  a sacrifice  a9  that  at 
which  the  Provincial  Secretary  sneers.  We 
have  been  asked  “ what  corrupted  the  Admiral 
ani  the  General  or  the  city  of  Halifax  V I 
made  no  such  charge  against  any  of  them  This 
city  is  largely  iu  favour  of  Confederation,  be- 
cause th^v  believe  that  they  cannot  get  the 
railway  without  it.  Then  we  have  been  told 
that  we  cannot  get  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  the  country.  Sir,  I ask  why  not1?  It  has 
been  said  that  the  ques  ion  will  be  largely  mixed 
up  with  others—  with  the  question  of  education, 
the  rail  wav,  re  renchment,  and  other  subjects, 
but  I maintain  that  there  is  a mode  of  getting 
the  opinion  of  the  people — the  way  in  which 
their  opinion  was  obtained  upon  the  Municipal 
Corporation  bill.  In  that  case  ?h~*  vote  was  ta 
ken  u non  the  measure  alone,  and  such  a vote 
would  settle  this  question  in  a single  day.  It 
has  been  said  also  that  our  onlv  object  is  to  up- 
eet  the  Government,  but  I ask  is  it  not  patent  to 
every  man  that  if  this  agitation  ceased  to 
morrow  gentlemen  opposite  would  not  have 
the  ghost  of  a chance  of  occapv  ing  their  positions 
again  Let  them  open  a single  consti  uency 
and  ob'ain  a decision  either  on  this  question  or 
on  the  general  policy  of  the  government,  snd 
that  <1  fsion  will  be  conclusive.  These  gentle- 
men know  that  their  fate  is  sealed,  and  they  are 
afraid  to  meet  it— f r this  reason,  as  much  as 
for  anv  other  has  this  matter  been  urged  on  us 
this  session  The  Prov.  Sec.  took  great  liber- 
ties ' ith  a frien  of  mine  and  with  me,  for  he 
couph-d  my  name  with  his  as  that  gentleman’s 
mo • u h niece,  in  attributing  base  motives  to  him. 
It  is  s*  d 'hat  when  Mr.  Howe’s  salary  ceased  he 
became  an  agitator  from  personal  motives,  but  I 
happen  to  know  that  in  taking  this  step  he 
is  incurring  ri>ks  which  few  would  run. — 
He  holds  letters  from  leading  men  in  Eng 
land  recognizing  his  claims  upon  the  coirn 
deration  < f the  Imperial  Government,  and 
by  '»»•■*  patriotic  course  he  has  taken  he  may 
havH  forfeited  that  coosi  erariun  I rh'-ow  back 
then  -ht-  foul  insinuation  that  Mr  Howe  has 
thrown  tins' If  into  the  scale  because  the  in- 
duoements  of  salarv  have  ceased  The  Pro 
Sec  spoke about  “ button  holing’’  and  ‘sapping 
lo>  nitty’  in  the  same  connection  and  this  Lids 
me  <>  imagine  another °cene:  ! imagine  a m m 
ber  of  in*--  House  being  ^en>  for  by  a distinguish- 
ed in  liv.dual  and  b-ir'g  address-**!  in  this  Ian 
gu-tg* : — 1 mv  dear  sir  if  you  will  only  move  a 
resolution  in  the  Assembly  asking  the  ouse  *o 
affirm  h * policy  of  union  and  leaving  the  de- 
tala  to  b-  settled  at  the  Colonial  Office  your 
services  ill  be  apprecia'ed  and  recogmz  d by 
H r Maj-sy’s  Government”  I c n imagine 
such  an  occurrence  and  I can  imagine  the  per- 
on  fhus  ad/Lessed  though  a poor  man,  wrh  a 
r--s  . • o>‘  his  fortune  b tng  thus  made  rejecting 
he  proposal  Yet  we  are  told  that  we  musr 
no  speak  of  corrupt  influences  The  Pro  Sec. 
gave  is  an  argument  the  other  dav  on  the  str  - 
eet of  in  appe-d  to  the  people,  he  said  ii  w <» 
our  constitutional  right  to  deal  with  the  ques- 


tion. We  may  have  the  abstract  right  to  do  so 
hut  I put  it  to  them  one  and  all  when  we  were 
elected  three  years  ago  if  members  had  told 
their  constituents  that  they  would  if  eh  cte  ‘ des- 
troy the  constitution  of  the  country,  how  mam  1 1 
them  would  have  been  here?  The  trust  repos- 
ed in  them  was  for  a very  different  purpose,  it 
was  that  they  should  transact  the  public  busi- 
ness according  to  the  well  understood  wishes  of 
their  constituents.  The  opinions  of  Messrs. 
Howe,  Young  and  Johnston  have  been  referred 
to  in  this  connection, — these  gentlemen  said  that 
the  proposition  must  be  ratified  by  the  legisla- 
ture as  of  course  it  must,  but  will  any  man  un- 
dertake to  say  that  ei'  her  of  them  dreamed  of 
such  a change  being  effected  without  an  appeal 
to  the  people?  I have  too  much  confidence  in 
the  patriotism  of  one  and  all  of  them  to  believe 
that  they  ever  entertained  such  an  opinion  We 
have  however  pretty  good  authority  for  say'ng 
that  the  cons'itution  should  not  be  changed  with- 
out  submitting  the  scheme  to  the  people.  Mr. 
Archibald  in  course  of  his  speech  at  Temper- 
ancQ  Hall  last  winter  said: 

“ It  is  for  *he  people  of  Nova  Scotia  to  rat  fy  or 
reject  what  we  have  clone.  II  >t  will  > ot  promote  thf  ir 
interests — if  they  bpli^vp  the  i-esul'  wul  be  injurious 
in  if  not  beneficial,  let  them  reject  it ; but  it  they  feel 
as  we  h ve  felt  that,  iheir  future  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness ar^  identified  with,  and  inseparable  from 
Union— if 'he  lime  is  now  come  for  it— let  them  b© 
equal  to  the  emergency ; let  them  accept  the  position 
which  we  believe  the  progress  of  events  and  their 
own  true  interents  render  necessary  fur  their  future 
happiness  and  prosperity. 

What  did  that  language  mean  ? Did  it  refer 
to  this  House  or  to  the  people  ? He  knows  he 
meant  the  people  of  the  country  Mr.  Tilley  in 
addressing  an  audience  at  St.  John,  said  : — 

“It  was  not.  the  intention  of  the  Government  of 
New  Brunswick  to  force  the  matter  up  >n  the  people. 
It  w s now  bef  re  them,  and  h*  asked  for  it  a calm 
and  enndid  consido'-ati'n  He  could  assure  them 
that  if  there  is  the  least  que  tion  as  to  the  opinion  of 
the  people  upon  it,  it  shall  be  submitte  i to  them  at  the 
polls  ” 

That  was  the  language  of  one  of  ihe  most 
enlightened  statesmen  of  British  America,— he 
went  to  the  people  with  this  question,  and  went 
down  gallantly  definding  his  principles  Lefc 
me  read  the  opinion  of  Hon.  Mr.  Dickey,  an- 
other of  the  delegates. 

These  «re  surely  pretty  good  authorities,  for 
here  we  have  three  of  those  gentleman  who  are 
now  pressing  the  matter  on  us  indorsing  the 
opinions  which  we  hold  I have  ano’h-r  quota- 
tion to  make  on  this  point  from  an  authority 
which  the  leader  of  the  Government  will  not 
venture  to  challenge.  Tr.  is  from  the  speech  of 
the  Prov  Secretary  at  Kentville,  in  reply  to  a 
charge  from  rau  that  at  Windsor  he  had  made 
a speech  ignoring  the  people,  where  he  denied 
that  he  ever  entertained  such  an  opinion,  and 
said  he  recognized  their  full  rght  in  relation  to 
the  question  ; and  v et  we  find  him  to-day  bring- 
i g forward  stale  argument  about  the  abstract 
righ*  of  this  House  w>  deal  with  the  constitution. 

*•  If  th®  people^  representatives  are  satisfied  that 
the  country  is  oppos-d  to  this  Union  they  can  yet 
reject  it  or  Miev  can  obtain  a dissolution  by  asking 
ioi  it.  No  Government  could  prevent  it.  What  w 
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wi«h  is.  to  submit  the  bread  question  on  broad 
gmuT’d-*  and  ieaye  i's  decision  to  the  independent 
action  of  the  Legislature.  No  more  groundless  state- 
men  con  d be  nv.de  than  that  there  would  be  an  at- 
tempt made  to  force  this  scheme  upon  the  people  In 
the  d scharge  i.fnw  public  duty  1 have  fen  bound  to 
go  wherev  r i would  and  submit  myself  to  the  criti- 
cism of  ever.'  man  - to  give  ail  th  > information  in  my 
powf-r — ready  to  submit  as  a member  of  th®  Govern- 
me  it  and  as  a public  man  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  w!iar 
1 h uv-  t->  b>  the  pri-at  fountain  of  authority—  that 
*.9  the  clearly  understood  wishes  of  the  people  1 am 
quite  certain  that  undjr  the  present  Government  and 
Parliament  no  measure  will  be  ever  pass'  d that  will 
be  contrary  to  the  public  sentiment  of  the  country.” 

Here  then,  you  have  the  recouEd  opinions  of 
the  Delelegates  themselves,  recognizing  the 
rig  t of  the  people  to  be  consulted  before  such  a 
radical  change  in  the  constitution  of  our  coun 
try.  And  again,  the  Provincial  Secretary  re- 
corded his  opinion,  and  it  was  a s un  i one  that 
the  time  of  peace  and  prosperity  is  the  time  to 
consider  a change  in  our  institutions,  and  not 
when  we  know  not  at  what  hour  our  country- 
may  be  invaded  and  our  homes  desolated  : 

‘*  The  people  sent  us  together  rot  to  consider  the 
m^aus  of  aggression  on  the  ihrone;  but  to  enquire 
hi  w far  we  could  advance  our  interests  in  connec  iun 
wi'h  the  parent  sta*e,  arc!  thev  wisely  sent  us  at  a 
tim  . (mark  m w !)  when  we  were  not  convulsed  by 
the  throes  of  civil  strife  but  when  we  could,  meet  m the 
midst  of  peace  and  prosperity  to  consider  the  means  of 
securing  our  privileges.” 

The  House  of  Lords  the  other  day  refused  to 
consider  the  state  of  affairs  in  Ireland  because 
that  country  was  in  danger  of  civil  war,  and  we 
have  the  authority  upon  this  point  of  Earl  Rus- 
sell, who,  at  the  time  of  the  Crimean  war  aban- 
doned i)is  Reform  Bill,  and  allowed  it  to  slum 
ber  until  now.  These  are  the  examples  ot  the 
mother  country,  and  they  should  challenge  our 
admiration  and  respect.  How  can  you  a9k  the 
men  of  Shelburne  and  Yarmouth,  knowing  the 
strong  opinions  they  hold,  to  rally  with  true 
enthusiasm  and  earnestness  in  defence  of  the 
c >untry,  when  their  most  valued  institutions 
are  beng  swept  away  ? The  government  in 
taking  this  course  assume  a fearful  responsibility. 
Membtrs  may  take  this  step  hut  they  will  do  an 
act  bearing  no  example  in  the  history  of  mod- 
ern times,  and  they  will  leave  behind  them  a 
riven  and  distracted  country  If  they  borrowed 
lessons  from  the  past,  and  looked  at  what  has 
occurred  in  other  countries,  they  would  pause 
before  they  consummate  the  unholy  deed.  It 
is  a serious  thing  to  deprive  a people  of  all  the 
institutions  they  hold  dear,  and  I Irust  that 
whatever  the  government  mav  do  in  the  mat- 
ter— v hatever  the  delegates  to  Quebec  and  their 
friends  may  do,  I trust  there  will  be  found  in 
this  House  a sufficient  body  of  men,  knowing  as 
they  must  that  nine-tenths  of  their  constituents 
are  opposed  to  the  scheme,  to  stand  by  the  rights 
ol  the  country 

Mr.  Miller  said I feel  it  a duty  I owe  to 
a gentleman  occupying  a high  position  in  Bri- 
tish America  who  is  not  here  to  defend  liirn- 
8 I.  n give  >he  version  of  the  conversation 
referred  to  hv  Mr.  Annaud,  ns  be  stated  it  to 
me  just  after  it  took  place.  I do  not  desire  to 
misrepresent  the  bon.  member  for  East  Hali- 
fax in  a single  word,  and  if,  in  what  I am  about 


to  say,  I make  a mistake,  it  will  be  an  error  of 
memory  and  nothing  more.  On  the  occasion 
of  Mr.  Brown’s  visit  to  this  city.  My  A nr  and 
and  myself  were  requested  to  call  and  see  him. 
Being  very  busy  at  ihe  time  I was  not  able  to 
have  that  pleasure,  and  I could  do  no  more 
than  leave  a card  for  him  a short  time  be- 
fore his  departure  from  the  city.  The  hon. 
gentleman  did  see  him,  and  had,  as  he  af  er- 
wards  informed  me,  a long  conversation  with 
Mr.  Brown.  » e (Mr.  Annaud)  afterwards 
told  me  that  they  'ook  up  the  que,y.  ion  of  Con- 
federation, and  that  he  beat  Mr.  Brown  ou 
every  point  of  the  argument  He  informed  me 
that  Mr.  Brown  having  been  beaten  on  die  ar- 
gument. of  Confederation,  and  the  mode  of  con- 
vincing him  had  used  language  something 
like  this:  “You  and  I have  been  personal 
friends,  we  have  long  acted  together,  and  it  is 
too  bad  that  at,  this  period  [ should  be  obliged 
to  throw  myself  into  the  bands  of  our  oppon- 
ents to  carry  'liis  measure;  the  liberal  party 
to  which  we  both  belong  are  going  to  rule,  if 
the  provinces  are  united.”  These  remarks 
having  no  effect,  he  (Mr.  Annaud)  to  d me  that 
Mr.  Brown  then  said  that  " the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces, duiing  the  present  winter,  failed  to  do 
anything  to  meet  the  views  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment on  this  question,  Canada  would 
se-k  some  other  mode  of  settling  her  difficul- 
ties, and  leave  t’e  Maritime  Provinces  to  their 
fate.  A'  the  conclusion  < f ihe  conversation  I 
understood  the  member  for  East  !3abf'ax  o say 
that  Mr.  Blown  used  this  language:  “ Aunand, 
you  should  not  oppose  union ; you  have  no- 
thing to  fear;  a man  of  your  ability  would  al- 
ways have  bis  proper  posi  ion  under  Confede- 
ration.” I wi  1 no  deny  that,  Mr.  Annaud  re- 
marked that  be  thought.  Mr  Brown’s  language 
held  out  an  improper  inducement  to  influence 
his  action,  but,  the  words  money,  place  or  pre- 
ferment were  never  mentioned  by  Mr.  Aunand 
to  me,  as  I feel  confident  they  wou  d have 
been  if  they  had  been  used,  t'e  w ould  have 
been  too  glad  t,o  reveal  anything  < f the  kiud  to 
me  if  it  were  true.  This  was  the  extent  of  the 
conversation  as  the  nu  mber  for  East  Halifax 
detailed  it  to  me.  Mr  Brow-u  first  ai going 
the  question  of  Confederation,  then  appealing 
to  Mr.  Aneand’s  party  feelings,  at  d then  using 
the  words  1 have  already  given.  Whether  the 
inference  which  be  has  drawn  from  these  ex- 
pressions is  a legit, ima'e  one,  and  whether  be 
did  or  did  not  colour  the  facts  in  relating  them 
to  me,  I am  no t prepared  to  say.  But  I will 
say  the  hon.  member  was  disposed  io  make 
the  most  of  Mr.  Brown’s  remaiksin  Ids  con- 
versation with  me.  I feel  bound  to  give  this 
contradiction  to  the  hon.  member,  in  justice  to 
an  absent  man. 

Mr.  Annand-P  is  unnecessary  to  say  any- 
thing more  than  that  the  hon.  member  has  not 
stated  correctly  what  I reported  as  having 
passed. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  he  had  to  request,  in 
accordance  with  a well  known  rule  ot  Parlia- 
ment, that  the  bon  member  for  East  Halifax 
lay  upon  the  table  the  letters  which  be  read  as 
a portion  of  hi*  speech. 

Mr.  Annaud  contended  t h t,  here  was  no 
such  rule  ot  Parliament,  and  that  the  chair 
had  previously  decided  against  such  a de- 
mand. 

The  Speakr  reserved  his  decision. 
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Hon.  Atty.  Oen.  cave  notice  t,haf  he  would 
move  a re  ntion  compelling  Mr.  Annand  to 
lay  tl'M  t>u*<  is  on  the  table. 

The  lion  then  adjourned  to  the  following 
day  a 3 o’clock. 

Saturday,  April  14th. 

The  house  opened  at  5 o’clock. 

Mr.  Mi  lusk  presented  several  petitions  against 
Confederation,  which  he  had  sent  to  Richmond 
previous  to  the  session,  but  which,  he  said,  were 
meagrely  signed. 

Mr.  Longley,  a petition  for  the  separation  of 
the  sale  of  groceries  from  liquors. 

Mr.  Blanchard,  a petition  on  the  subject  of 
Confederation. 

Mr.  Tobin  reported  from  the  Railway  Com- 
mittee. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy",  said  : — I wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  fact  that  on  Friday 
the  bon.  member  for  East  Halifax  ( Mr.  Annai  d,) 
made  a statement  destructive  of  the  character  of 
a public  man  in  British  America  of  high  stand- 
ing, and  1 rose  immediately  to  state  that  it  was 
my  intention  to  telegraph  to  Mr.  Brown  on  the 
subject.  My  object  at  the  time  was  to  give  the 
member  for  East  Halifax  an  opportunity  of  cor- 
recting me  if  I misstated  him.  1 at  once  tele- 
graphed to  Mr.  Brown  these  words : — 

4,To  lion  I.t*'0  Brown,  M.  P.  1\,  lornnto: 

Mr  Annand  said  on  the  fl  nr  ot  thu  Home  to-day : 

‘ 1 had  an  inter'  nw  wiMi  the  Hnn.  IrPorse  Krnwn  r - 
centiy  I c<>u  d have  had  money  if  I had  wi  h«d  it. 
and  was  prn:ni  ed  preferment  and  place  in  Canada  if 
I wou  i support  t <‘n  ederation  ’ ” 

I will  take  my  oath  that  this  was  the  language 
that  wras  used.  Mr.  Brown’s  answer  is  here  be- 
fore me.  He  says  : — 

‘•It  i imp‘n»ib!e  Mr.  Annand  cui'd  hiv’  made 
Hush  a stat  ment.  ft.  is  true  that  he  cal’ed  up'ui  iup 
at  y-  ',r  hou-e.  and  we  discussed  the  q ie-ri  o of  Con- 
federarion;  but  m*ney,  or  pre'erment.  or  any  other 
personal  consideration  was  i either  prowe 1 d >>  r sug- 
gested, u r Harboured  in  speech  or  thought  by  me  — 
The  s eech,  how-ver  c mcoctnd,  is  a villainous  false 
hood 

(Cheers  in  the  galleries.) 

Mr.  Annand. — In  the  first  place,  let  me  say — 
and  I am  in  the  judgment  of  my  friends  who 
heard  me— that  the  word  money  never  came  out 
of  my  mouth.  Let  me  state  the  facts.  I was 
not  off.  red  money;  I was  not  offered  preferment 
directly,  hut  the  lion,  member  for  Richmond  has 
correctly  stated  the  substance  of  the  conversa- 
tion. I was  reminded  by  Mr.  Brown  that  I be- 
longed to  the  Old  Liberal  party,  of  which  he  had 
been  for  very  many  years  the  leader  in  Canada. 
I was  approached  by  him  in  this  way  : “ I have 
always  sworn  by  the  Chronicle  and  the  Nova 
Scoti'in.  We  are  all  Liberals.  They  are  in  the 
ascen  lancy  in  Canada  ; they  will  also  he  in  the 
ascendancy  in  Nova  Scotia.  Come  up  to  Canada, 
and  the  Liberals  will  rule.  It  will  be  your  inte- 
rest to  come.” 

Mr.  Miller. — It  will  be  in  the  recollection 
of  the  house  that  the  Provincial  Secretary  in- 
terrupted the  hon.  member,  and  asked  that  his 
words  be  given  in  writing,  in  order  that  there 
mig  >t  he  no  misc  inception.  Now,  I not  only 
hear  the  l mguage  read  by  the  Prov.  Secy.,  hut 
the  words  as  they  fell  from  the  hon.  member. — 


I was  not  allowed  at  the  time  to  give  the  con  tra- 
il. c!  ion  of  the  statement,  hut  did  so  as  soon  as  I 
could.  Then  I stated  precisely  what  the  hon. 
member  has  now  said,  and  yet  he  replied  : “ All 
I have  to  say,  is,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken.” Now  he  says — “it  is  true.”  If  there  is 
a man  in  Nova  Scotia  or  British  North  America 
who,  within  the  last  ten  days  occupies  a position 
that  has  drawn  upon  him  the  contempt  and  the 
pity  of  every  one,  it  is  the  hon.  member ; hut  if 
there  is  anything  that  could  add  to  his  degrada- 
tion, it  is  the  humiliating  spectacle  which  he  pre- 
sents to-day. 

Mr.  Annand. — The  last  person  who  should 
rise  on  the  floors  of  this  house  and  impeach  the 
veracity  of  any  hon.  gentleman  is  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Richmond.  I have  under  my  hand  the 
evidence  how  little  importance  can  be  attached  to 
anything  he  says.  It  will  he  in  the  recollection 
ol  "the  house  that  the  hon.  member  for  Inverness 
asked  me,  the  other  day,  how  the  petitions  I pre- 
sented against  Confederation  got  down  into  that 
county.  I replied  it  was  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  a gentleman  who  went  over  to  the  Gov- 
ernment on  Confederation.  The  hon.  member 
for  Richmond  rose  and  said  that  he  was  no  party 
to  it.  I Hold  in  my  hand  this  remarkable  paper 
to  show  that  the  hon.  gentleman  was  in  favor 
of  having  the  question  referred  to  the  polls,  but 
what  more?  He  came  to  mv  office  to  put  into 
my  hand  this  paper,  and  as  he  did  so  he  said: 
“ I don’t  want  tube  known  in  this  matter;  I 
don’t  wish  to  go  into  Inverness,  as  Mr.  McDon- 
nell is  a friend  of  mine;  will  you  send  these  pe- 
titions asking  that  the  question  of  Confederation 
be  submitted  to  the  people  at  the  polls?”  These 
petitions  were  sent,  and,  as  you  have  seen,  have 
come  hack  to  the  house.  The  hon.  member,, 
with  the  view  of  stimulating  the  people,  wrote 
the  paper  which  I hold  in  mv  hand,  and  I had  it 
printed  from  his  own  manuscript.  This  circular 
that  went  with  the  petition,  was  as  follows  : — 

“ Th<?  ncc^S'liy  for  pe:iri.  ring  pgVnst  Confedera- 
tion is  g eater  t.hi8  Session  than  ever.  It  greatly 
t h*  fe  ired  that  pnm°  Utah ’hard  scheme  is  being 
matured  to  parry  ih<j  men  urr  None  of  your  repre- 
sentatives have  p'i  tPclv  d ‘placed  th°msplv<s  against 
Confederation,  although  it  is  un  'eretoed  *hattwo  of 
them  w 11  oppo  e the  Quebec  scheme  white  it  is  a 
matter  «>f  notoriety  tPa  the  other  is  ready,  if  oppor- 
tunity offers,  to  racrifice  hi-  con-tiMi«nt  Inverness 
should,  therefore  sneaV  oat  *n  ) pr  • representatives. — 
This  is  a qu  stion  where  nom  n should  he  allowed  to 
| stav  on  the  Truce.  A numb0  hssno  right  to  play  fast 
and  loose  with  hij  coustituerts  <«n  so  great  a question. 
Me  who  i not.  heart  and  -oir  with  us  is  against  us. — 
IVtiMon  strong  y and  quickly.” 

Mr.  Miller. — I think  the  hon.  member  will 
feel,  before  I sit  down,  that  he  has  not  made 
much  out  of  the  wonderful  revelation  he  has  just 
given.  It  is  a matter  of  notoriety  that  up  to  a 
very  recent  period  I was  a deternr’ied  opponent 
uf  the  Quebec  scheme,  and  on  ev  wy  occasion  I 
did  all  I could  to  thwart  it.  But  as  respects  the 
paper  in  question  it  was  written  weeks  before 
the  house  met. 

Mr.  Annand. — No  ! 

Mr.  Miller. — It  was.  I tell  the  hon.  <rentle- 
mini  ; it  was  written  at  the  same  time  the  peti- 
tions were  sent  into  my  own  county  that  I pre- 
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sen  ted  to-day.  I was  prepared  then  as  now, 
to  defeat  the  Quebec  scheme.  Let  me  state  to  the 
house  that  a committee  was  appointed  in  the  , 
city  to  operate  against  the  Quebec  scheme  ; and 
at  the  last  meeting,  when  it  was  wished  to  adopt  a 
policy  adverse  to  all  union,  I told  them  then  that 
I would  not  assist  them.  My  opposition  was  en- 
tirely to  the  Quebec  scheme.  It  was  then  deter- 
mined to  send  these  petitions  over  the  face  of  the 
country.  I went  to  Lunenburg,  and  assisted  in 
returning  the  gentleman  who  now  sits  here.  In 
respect  to  the  petirior  s,  I said  I would  send  them 
into  Richmond,  but  I would  not  interfere  with 
Mr.  McDonnell’s  county.  I was  going  to  write 
to  Mr.  McDonnell,  but  I heard  he  was  coming 
up  to  Halifax.  I then  saw  Mr.  Annand,  in  his 
own  office,  and  he  suggested  the  very  words 
that  are  written  in  the  paper  which  he  has  just 
read. 

Mr.  Annand. — Oh  ! Oh  ! 

Mr.  Miller. — It  is  true ; it  was  at  his  own 
table  they  were  suggested,  and  they  were  printed 
in  his  office.  He  presented,  the  other  day,  peti- 
tions from  Dr.  Cameron,  which  he  had  sent  with 
his  own  frank. 

Mr.  Annand. — I did;  at  the  hon.  member’s 
instance. 

Mr.  Miller. — I denied  at  the  time  having  sent 
these  petitions,  and  yet  he  contradicted  me; 
now  he  acknowledges  having  franked  them. 

Hon.  Fin.  Secretary. — I must  corroborate 
to  the  fullest  extent  the  language  taken  down  by 
the  Provincial  Secretary.  1 took  the  words 
down  at  the  same  time.  The  hon.  member  said 
— “ I would  have  received  money  or  office  if  I 
had  wished  it.” 

Mr.  McDonnell. — I also  took  the  same 
words  down. 

Mr.  Miller. — The  hon.  member  now  stands 
convicted  before  the  house  and  country  of  having 
uttered  a “ villainous  falsehood.” 

Mr.  Locke. — The  word  money  never  struck 
my  ear.  I heard  preferment  and  place — that  is 
all. 

Hon.  Atty.  General. — Then  the  hon.  mem- 
ber must  have  a deaf  ear  for  some  things. 

C.  J.  ('a  pbell. — Was  not  the  language  read 
here  in  his  presence,  and  he  never  contradicted 
it? 

Mr.  Annand. — Substantially  it  was  the  same 
statement  made  by  the  hon.  member  for  Rich- 
mond. It  differs,  however,  in  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Brown  used  the  word  interest.  What  is  the  dif- 
ference between  interest  and  money  ? 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen. — The  hon.  gentleman  first 
referred  to  Canadian  gold,  and  then  said  he 
himself  could  have  had  monev  if  he  had  wished 
it. 

Eon.  Pitov.  Secy. — The  present  question  is 
one  of  givHi  importance,  for  it  involves  the  char- 
acter oi  a public  man.  The  question  came  up  in 
refer;-. a e to  a paragraph  which  the  hon.  member 
had  , ut  in  Ins  paper  concerning  some  remarks  on 
the  sab-  of  Louisiana,  by  Mr.  Brown.  That  gen- 
tleman said,  even  if  the  Union  of  the  Provinces 
did  Canada  something  for  a f«-w  years  it  was 
but  a smalt  matter  in  comp  * i on  with  their 
value,  i he  hon.  member  for  Pali  fax  knew  that 


he  was  guilty  when  he  ma  le  the  charge  he  did 
against  Mr.  Brown  of  the  greatest  crime  of 
Avhich  a public  man  can  be  guilty — that  of  put- 
ting a false  construction  on  the  language  of 
another,  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  the  public 
mind.  Mr.  Brown  said — suppose  Canada  has  to 
contribute  a few  dollars  more  to  the  intercolonial 
union  — what  does  it  amount  to?  Look  at  the 
sale  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States.  The 
lion,  member  knows  that  this  was  a bona  fide 
transaction  ; there  was  no  secret  service  money 
connected  with  it.  Mr.  Brown  is  one  of  the  most 
sagacious  statesmen  in  British  North  America; 
hut  a man  would  be  an  idiot  if  he  were  to  come 
forward  on  the  present  occasion  and  say — Cana- 
da was  going  to  use  secret  service  money  for 
the  acquisition  of  these  Provinces.  The  hon. 
member  must  have  known  that  he  was  putting  a 
false  estimate  on  the  language  of  Mr.  Brown. 
When  he  was  met  by  a derisive  cheer  from  this 
side  of  the  house,  he  said  that  he  had  an  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Brown,  and  followed  that  up  with 
the  declaration  that  he  could  have  had  money  if 
he  wished  it, — that  he  was  proffered  place  and 
preferment  in  Canada.  Then  I felt  this  was  a 
grave  charge,  requiring  investigation.  All  I 
can  say  is,  if  anv  one  had  attempted  to  btib  me, 

I you  d have  t -It  that  it  would  never  do  'or  me 
months  afterwards  to  com  forward  and  rm  nfion 
it.  I knew  enough  of  Mr  Brown  to  he  aware 
that  wherever  he  was  known  the  charge  would 
be  scouted  as  too  absurd  I read  the  words  at 
th«>  table,  and  stated  ntv  inten'ion  to  telegraph 
them  to  Mr  Brown  He  would  not  repeat ihe 
words,  but  said  the  offi-ia)  reporter  bad  taken 
fhem  down  I did  all  I could  to  enable  him  to 
correct  me  il  I was  wrong  He  did  nothing  of 
.he  kind  and  therefore  I telegraphed  to  Mr 
Brown,  whose  answer  is  now  before  you  The 
country  will  now  understand  the  value  of  char* 
area  of » o-ruption  commg  from  such  a quarter. 
Now  he  comes  forward  and  denies  his  own  lan- 
t>u  «-4te,  and  gives  the  same  « ersion  of  the  conver- 
a ion  with  Mr.  Brown  that  was  given  by  Mr. 
Miller,  a d which  he  contradicted  at  th  time. 

Mr  Ann  and  — I will  me'elv  sa^  to  the  Pro- 
vincial S. cretary  that  I have  not  backed  down. 
What  Mr  Brown  stated  to  tne  made  the  i pres- 
si>n  upon  my  mind  — that  it  whs  for  rm  inter- 
est that  I should  join  him  and  his  friends  in 
Carrv  ir  g ' oofede^ation 

Hon  Pro  eo  — The  hon  mem  her  only  en- 
dorsed th°  statement  made  on  Friday  bv  the 
hon  member  for  Richmond.  Under  the  eir 
cumstances  not  'he  slightest  impu'anon  can  rrst 
upon  Mr  Brown’s  character.  All  'hat  he  said 
•»H8,  that  a man  of  Mr  Annand’s  po-ition  ought 
"i  he  able  to  make  himself  some  standing  in 
the  Cord*  deration.  He  would  have  as  good  a 
chance  as  any  one  else  Perhaps  it  Mr  Brown 
und  is  ood  he  talents  or  'he  posi’ion  of  the 
hon  i-  ember  he  would  not  have  "a<d  so  much. 
W* • -it  would  he  'bought  of  a hon  ro  tnber  who 
wag  got-  g about  daw  by  <biv,  and  button-holing 
gentleman  srdteltng  th«ni  'hat  the  best  way 
to  get  o ‘ hta*a  's  by  opposing  the  scheme  of 
Confederation.  L that  corruption?  i do  not 
think  ihefion.  gentleman  would  like  to  say  so? 
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Mr  Miller — Thehon.  member  has  brought 
two  charges  against  my  veracny  First,  with 
regard  to  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Brown 
which  he  now  admits  to  he  substantially  true. 
Secondly,  with  regard  to  the  petitions  which  he 
prest-nud  here  on  the  day  I txplained  my  posi- 
tion on  thequestii  n He  accused  me  of  having 
sent  these  particular  petitions  to  Inverness,  and 
I deni*  d it  on  the  instant  I never  denied  that 
I was  a party  to  sending  petitions  through  the 
country  He  now  admits  that  he  s**ntand  frank 
ed  these  petitions  himself  Where,  then,  is  his 
charge  of  want  of  veracity  on  ether  side  ? 

Mr  Annand — The  lion  member  w as  one  of 
an  orgaroza  ion  in  the  city  who  unfortunately 
had  too  much  confidence  in  him  ; for  it  now  ap- 
pears he  was  only  there  as  a spy.  On  one  oc- 
casion in  the  pres*  nee  of  some  ol  the  most  in- 
fluential merchants  ot  the  city,  so  inflated  was 
he  that  he  offered  to  take  charge  of  the  whole 
Island  ol  C«pe  B-e ton,  and  sen  t petitions  o it 
The  ton.  gentlemen  told  you  tint  I.  *i  h my 
own  ••tamp,  sent  these  p»  tuions  to  Dr  Cameron, 
but  I d d so  at  his  r*ques  , because  he  said  he 
did  not  wish  to  c >me  into  conflict  with  Mr  Me 
Donnell  Thehon  member  thought  so  much 
of  his  own  shillings  and  pence  'hat  he  would  not 
take  his  own  stamps  'Hie  hoti  g<  ndeman  said 
that  I dictated  the  paper  in  qo  s'ion;  but  can 
you  b lie  a e that  a gen  It  man  of  his  importance, 
who  ottered  o tike  charge  of  tfie  whole  island 
of  Cape  Breton,  woull  allow  any  one  to  dictate 
to  him  ? All  1 can  say  is,  the  hon.  member 
wrote  it  « ith  his  o*  n I ands 

Mr.  Tobin. — I think  we  have  bad  about 
enough  ot  u»ese  con'radictions,  and  Ido  trust 
that  a ques  t n f such  importance  as  the  pre- 
sent wi  1 be  dehb  rately  and  calmly  discussed 

Mr.  iVliLLE  .—  It  was  the  hon  member  for 
Eas  Hehiux  who  b ought  the  m*tter  here,  and 
he  also  is  blameahle  for  the  discussion  that  has 
ensued  1 thought,  when  the  hon  gentleman 
got  up,  he  was  going  to  expose  me  but  now  I find 
that  all  he  has  done  is  to  bring  a charge  of  va- 
nity av  ainsr  roe. 

Hon  Atty  Gen  — I recollect  distinctly  yes- 
terday won  the  hon  member  tor  Richmond 
gave  >he  ve  sion  of  the  conversation  with  Mr. 
Brown,  he  hon  me  inner  for  East  Halifax 

got  up  and  contradicted  u : n -w  he  says  it  is 
substau  ially  the  same  version.  But  we  all 
know  the  hon  gentleman’s  spe<  ch  was  not  in- 
tended tor  this  house.  The  object  was  to  irritate 
the  public  mind  of  this  country. 

A good  deal  of  further  desultory  conversa- 
tion ensued,  which  it  is  impossible  to  give  in 
extenso. 

Mr  Blackwood  thought  every  gentleman 
should  b-r  .inly  mid  responsible  for  the  opinions 
he  h*  Id  an  I <-xpressi  d himself 

Mr  Locke  said  that  t'*e  country  bad  not  pe- 
titioned very  'nr  e|y  during  the  present  session, 
inasmuch  as  the  i.oj  i*  ;sion  p~*-vailed  'hat  the 
question  of  Union  w ou  d not  come  up 

Hon  Prov  Sec  snid  that,  he  w u prepared 
by  the  rn  .»  condu-ive  evidence  to  pro  ve  ihat 
the  whole  et.’ect  of  the  pol  cy  of  the  Anti- 
Uniou  parly  was  to  annex  us  to  the  Ameri.an 


States  He  then  went  on  to  say  that  they  dar- 
ed not  send  petitions  to  the  counts  against  all 
Union,  for  they  knew  that  the  Union  sentiment 
among  the  intelligent  masses  was  very  strong. 
Gl  that  they  could  do  was  to  get  signatures  to 
peri  ions  taking  objections  to  certain  features  of 
the  Quebec  scheme.  Yet  despite  the  efforts 
made  ny  the  weahhy  and  powerful  Anti-Hnioa 
organization  m this  city,  only  about  15000 
names  of  men,  women  and  children,  could  be 
got  last  year  in  the  whole  province  He  had 
Inmself  in  a lew  weeks,  some  ’.ears  ago,  got 
25^00  persons  to  pediion  tor  a matter  of  com- 
paratively small  importance,  namely  a dtss  du- 
tion  of  the  Assembly.  Now  another  year  had 
erased,  and  despite  all  the  agitation  in  the  press 
and  otherwise,  only  lour  or  five  thousand  peti- 
tioners appeared  in  opposition — not  to  Union, 
but  to  some  details  of  the  Quebec  scieme. 
Now  when  the  opponents  of  that  scheme  came 
mrward  an  I offered  <o  meet  the  triends  of  Union 
half  way,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  latter  to  con- 
sent, 5n  view  of  the  prevalent  serniment  of  the 
country.  He  had  heard  from  Annapolis  and 
the  Western  counties  and  was  proud  t » be  able 
to  say  that  the  course  the  government  wished 
to  pursue  in  respect  to  Union  met  with  the  en- 
thusias'io  approval  of  the  people 

Mr  Locke  said  that  the  government  had  ap- 
pealed to  three  cons  ituencies  since  the  question 
of  C ^federation  came  up,  and  had  lost  ihem. 
If  the  hon  Provincial  Secretary  was  convinced 
that  the  people  were  not  opposed  to  Union  why 
did  nor  he  dissolve  and  appeal  to  them. 

Mr  Blanchard  said  that  the  house  had  heard 
the  way  the  pennons  against  Confederation  got 
into  the  country,  and  yet  dr  spite  all  the  efforts 
that  had  been  made,  only  a few  hundred  names 
had  been  received  from  Inverness  with  a popu- 
lation ot  20  000  people. 

Mr  Killam  said  that  the  people  of  Yarmouth 
were  against  confederation.  He  knew  that  the 
people  of  Duby  were  also  oppos-d  to  Union. 
He  presumed  when  the  vote  was  taken,  the 
members  of  that  county  would  act  in  accordance 
with  the  sentiments  of  their  oonsti  uents 

Hon.  Atty  Gen.  said  that  no  gen  leman  in 
avour  of  Annexation  would  be  expected  to 
favour  Con  ft- deration 

Mr  Ross  said  that  it  had  been  understood  in 
vieroria  Hint  thequestion  of  Confederation  would 
not  come  up  this  session,  and  therefore  it  was 
no  thought  necessary  to  get  up  pet  tions  The 
bes?  way  to  test  the  leeling  of  the  people  would 
be  to  appeal  to  them 

Hon.  Pkov.  Sec  said  that  the  election  in 
Annapolis  was  not  decided  on  the  Confederation 
scheme  The  Dalnou-ie  College  question,  the 
Pic  ou  Railway  and  the  School  Bui  were  the 
que-*  ions  that  influenced  the  election.  The 
Qu  -h  c scheme  h*d  only  just  been  propounded 
wh-ti  die  election  was  over,  and  whs  not  one  of 
the  issues  Not  one  w >nl  was  said  about  it  on 
the  hustings.  At  a public  meeting  subsvquently 
held  to  i a1  count*  where  he  had  been  present, 
the  A t Un  onisrs  could  not  pass  a resolution 
against  » nion  Again  in  the  shiretowu  tin- only 
resolution  passed  was  one  of  thanks  to  himself 
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for  being  present  an  I givin  so  much  informa- 
tion on  the  subj-et  As  respects  I unenburg  be 
believed  if  it  were  not  for  ‘he  E lucatim  Mea- 
sure he  could  have  brought  in  a government 
candidate  pledged  to  support  a Union  ot  the  Col- 
onies As  respects  the  other  county  mentioned 
the  hon.  member  for  Yarmouth  (Mr  Killnm) 
could  not  yet  his  own  candidate  in,  and  Mr 
TowDsend  had  been  returned.  He  (Dr  T) 
believed  that  Yarmouih  might  be  considered 
opposed  to  Union,  but  every  one  knew  what 
was  the  ruling  sen'iment  in  that  county  At  a 
meeting  heh  in  that  county  fort  e purpose  of 
sending  delegates  to  the  Detroit  Convention, 
leading  en  came  forward  with  the  hon.  gentle- 
man for  Yarmouth  and  declared  that  if  the 
treatv  were  abrogated  the  sooaer  Nova  Scotia 
was  annexed  to  the  United  Stares  the  better 
He  was  intormed  that  the  other  hon.  member 
(Mr.  Townsend)  stood  up  manfully,  and  said 
they  ought  to  be  ashamed.  Under  such  circum 
stances  it  wj*g  nor  strange  that  a portion  of  the 
county  of  Yarmou  h opposed  the  Union  of  the 
Colonies 

Mr.  olin  Campbell  aid  tl  at  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Yarmouth  w ould  know  the  sen  iments  ot 
the  representatives  of  til  * county  of  Digby  at 
the  proper  time  They  were  prepared  to  as- 
sume themse  ves  the  responsibility  of  dealing 
with  the  question  in  that  spirit  and  manner  that 
would  best  advance  the  interests  of  the  country 

Mr  Killam  said  that  he  woul  l deal  with 
the  qu  s ion  ot  Confederation  at  the  proper 
time  He  b«d  not  attempted  to  influence  the 
constituency  against  Mr  Townsend  He  was 
not  aware  tha*  any  opinions  in  respect  to  annex- 
ation had  been  m toted  in  ‘he  meeting  referred  to. 

Mr  EIatfield  regretted  that  so  much  time 
had  been  wasted  that  might  be  more  profitably 
employ'd. 

Mr.  McLelan  said  that  he  believed  the  ef 
feet  of  Confederation  would  be  to  annex  the 
Provinces  to  ihe  United  Stases. 

Mr  0 I.  Campbell  presented  a pen  ion  from 
H.  Cameron  and  others  against  Confederation. 

The  *ubj-ct  then  dropped 

Mr.  Whitman  introduced  abill  to  legalize  as 
sessment  robe  ot  the  county  of  Annapolis. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  16. 
The  House  met  at  3 o’clock 
Mr  Bourinot  introduced  a bill  to  incorporate 
the  Myra  Bay  Harbor  Company. 

Mr.  S * ampbell  presented  a petition  for  the 
altera  ion  of  a mail  route. 

Also,  two  pet* i i >rs  against  Confederation. 

Mr  Pryor  reported  favorably  on  a number  ot 
bills  from  the  com  nittee  ou  private  and  local 
bills,  and  unfavor  bly  of  the  bill  relative  to  the 
erection  of  a lock-up  at  Waveriy  these  objects 
being  already  provided  for  by  existing  statutes 
Hon.  Pkov  Sec  laid  on  the  tahle  a report  of 
the  officer  commanding  H.  M.  8.  Lilly  in  reference 
to  the  fog  trumpet  at  Sambro. 


union  of  the  colonh  s. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed. 

Mr  C.  J.  Campbell  said : The  Provincial 
Secretary  told  us,  s tna  days  ago  that  the  Go- 
vernment w«re  awaiting  the  action  of  New 
Prunswick  on  the  question  of  onfederation.  I 
do  not  think  that  this  Province  i-h  uld  place 
i. self  in  th;  t position  Nova  (otiu  is  the  most 
important  of  the  Maritime  Previn  vs.  and  I do 
not  see  why  we  should  wait  f r others  to  lead  us 
on  this  important  qu  sti  m It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  and  rf  this  Legist  at  me  to  take  a 
Parting  part  in  the  discu-sion  of  this  measure. 
When  the  question  wa*i  introduced  a year  or  two 
ago,  much  diversity  of  opinion  existed  as  to  the 
d tails  which  h d been  arranged  at  Qu  bee,  and 
matters  stood  in  a different  light  hum  >hat  in 
which  they  now  appear  At.  th  t tim a ooked 

forward  to  peace  and  tranquillity  wiih  the  United 
States;  we  had  free  trade  with  th  it  coun- 
try. But  how  has  the  aspect  changed  since 
• hen.  We  dj  not  stand  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  we  stood  in  six  months  ago.  The 
United  States  have  shewn  eve  y deposition 
to  annex  these  Provinces,  and  It  >ve  tdievm  a 
determination  to  put. ish  us  bv  ev  ry  me  ns  in 
the;r  power.  Besides  that,  we  hive  been  threaten- 
ed wit.*-  an  invasion  and  it  becomes  < u-’  dnty  to 
come  forward  like  loyal  ciozens  an*1  to  unite  our- 
selves for  purposes  of  defence.  Tln.ro  a e senti- 
ments in  th  s Assembly  favorab'e  to  aroo-xaiion, 
and  if  the  country  were  informed  of  he  f tec,  those 
sentiments  w uld  be  hooted  at  from  one  end  of  No- 
va > cot  ia  to  the  other.  Whatever  <>l>j  ni  ns  the 
people  entertained  to  the  Q it-bec  i-c  e me  twelve 
months  ago  matters  have  tnti  elv  chai  g-d  There 
is  not  a man  in  my  ‘ ounty  wh  >is  not  loyal  to  the 
heart  and  who  would  not  consen  to  any  scheme 
that  wou’d  save  us  from  annexation  or  fro  n in- 
vasion Mr.  Annard  to;d  us  t1  at  tw  yvars  ago 
th  j country  was  calm,  so  it  w^s;  toe  <ia  igers  of 
o-d  iy  were  then  far  in  thedistaiice  and  the  people 
felt  at  liberty  to  disem-s  the  mil  ot  p >in:s  of  the 
scheme  of  union,  and  to  thwar.  the  guv  .nment 
from  motive*  of  self  interest,  hut  the  aspect  has 
greatly  char  ged.  AH  the  trifling  disputes  which 
h ve  engf.g  d our  aue  irion  should  he  at  once 
buried  Ik  fore  the  great  obj<-c  of  m i i tabling  Bri- 
tish connection.  Tha  advice  o1  the  B i isfi  Go- 
vernment and  press  should  lead  us  to  look  forward 
ro  the  time  when  w t shall  become  an  ail*  instead 
of  Co’onies  of  Great  Britain, — » at  is  the  proud 
position  o which  ma  <y  of  u-  h ive  looked  forward 
ever  sin<  e we  came  to  the  country  Can  any  one 
pretend  to  say  that  Great  rit  in  would  allow 
us  to  annex  < ur>eives  to  th  * United  rat  s when 
the  Government  or  that  country  are  threa'ening 
her  in  evety  pos^ibl  j manner7  Would  the 
mother  country  tart  with  all  the  ttsi  urc^s  at  her 
omm  m!  in  this  Province,  and  a luw  them  to  be 
handed  over  to  her  bitt*  r enemy  ? The  idea  is 
r re-poster ons.  Mr  >\ nnan  J h*u>  told  u*  that  the 

Railway  shou’d  p ece  Je  the  n*  > — that  might 
be  an  advantage,  hut  he  knows  that  tfu  ugi  that 
matter  t as  been  agi-ate  f f>r  t»  n -r  twev.;  years 
we  have  fai  ed  in  obt*i  d"g  the  jo  d.  Ir  is  qu  te 
evident  that  we  cannot  have  these  advantages 
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without  uaion  He  then  proposes  a delegation 
from  the  Viaritime  Provinces  to  agree  on  a plat- 
form before  submitting  (he  » alter  to  the  British 
Government,  but  such  a course  f do  not  consider 
wise.  I may  suy  that  I had  objections  to  the 
Quebec  -c  erne  Our  when  the  great  necessities 
to  which  I hove  refered  arose  these  objections 
vanished  ike  srnoke.  Before  knowing  the  wish 
of  the  British  government,  I had  objections  to  the 
detai  s of  that  sch.  m3,  but  knowing  now  the 
opinions  they  ente  t i t and  the  offers  h Id  out  to 
us  of  becoming  a nationality  as  soon  as  we  are 
able  to  protect  ou  selves  rhese  objections  have 
been  ov<  r ome  ow  do  ?s  the  matter  sta  d r ow? 
To  obviate  any  obj  ctioiis  existing  it  is  proposed 
to  su  unit  the  * hoi  matter  to  the  mo.  her  c u ttiy 
toParhitrate  between  the  Provinces  and  to  form  a 
scheme  equitable  to  all  parties.  Tile  p op  >siti  >n 
ofSMr.  Anuand  seems  to  me,  as  I have  said, 
objectionable  ami  would  only  have  he  effect  of 
deferring  the  object  in  view.  The  s eheme  has 
been  b f »re  the  country  for  two  years,  and  if  we 
are  to  come  to  a decision  at  all  it  is  time  we 
shoo'd  do  so  now.  Ihe  plan  prop  >sed  m the 
resolution  appears  to  me  to  be  unobjecrionable 
while  the  Opposition  app  -ars  in  a great  strait  to 
make  any  suggestion,  and  as  a last  resort  have 
proposed  representation  in  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment. The  idea  of  su  h a representation  I 
consider  ridiculous  It  it  were  granted 
to  Nova  6cotia  it  would  have  to  be  done 
to  all  the  other  Colonies,  and  the  Crystal 
Palace  would  not  be  large  enough  to  bold  the 
Parliament  That  plan  was  proposed  ten  year- 
ago  by  the  hon  member’s  veder.  but  ir  fe  I to  the 
ground  without  much  attention  being  paid  to  it. 
Looking  at  the  LoWrr  Provinces,  it  will  be  seen 
how  subject  they  are  tr  an  attack  from  the 
Unitid  -talcs ; and  it  has  been  the  policy  of  that 
country  to  thwart  the  proposed  union  in  order 
that  we  mry  be  more  willing  t * annex  It  has 
been  proved  by  history  th  *t  small  countries  are 
always  «.  wallowed  up  by  the  larger.  At  this  mo- 
ment it  is  n >t  improbable  that  the  United  States 
would  negotiate  wiih  Nova  Scotia  for  admitting 
her  fi  h at  c »al  five,  and  the  good  fueling  *<e- 
tween  t hi s P ovince  and  Panada  would  he  there- 
by destroy*-  d md  vari  nces  in  interest  and  fieling 
Great; d One  after  another  of  the  Colonies 
would  hy  th  t policy  be  rende  willing  to  be  an- 
nexed on  such  t rms  as  the  Uni  ed  tates  wouid 
dictate  Th-  conduct  of  some  members  of  the 
Hous3  appears  childish  in  ihe  ex  r<  ma -one  day 
they  advocate  sending  to  Great  Britain  for  ship* 
and  men  to  pro  ect  our  fi-hjriea,  and  the  n xtda* 
they  oppose  with  all  their  might  the  proposi  ion  to 
pay  anv  rega  d t » ihe  w shea  o*  the  Governmen* 
to  which  we  send  for  aid  My  col'cague  u*ged 
the  G vernment  to  se  d vesse's  to  protect  the 
fisheries  on  the  Cape  Breton  ’oast  while  at  the 
snm  i time  he  is  a s rorig  opponent  of  U i n. 
What  do  wa  see  every  day?  War  ships,  guu» 
and  ammunition  gathering  round  to  protect  us 
wi:hou  the  com  to  us  of  a shilling,  and  at  Pe 
same  tina  • we  pr  sione  to  set  at  defi  mce  the  da 
m inds  of  >h  t G »v  rnment,  which  giv.s  us  these 
m.aus  of  s tf-protection,  that  we  should  unite  for 


defence.  If  we  are  able  to  defend  oursilves 
without  the  assi-tance  of  Great  Britain,  let  us  say 
so;  hut  if  we  are  not,  let  us  concede  what  the 
mother  country  desires.  Going  along  the  dock 
the  other  day,  I looked  at  our  Provincial  navy, 
an  I the  whole  aff  ir  seemed  utterly  contempt- 
ib  e There  was  the  hiring  with  a two- 
pounder  to  protect  our  harburs  and  fi>  herbs,  and 
yet  we  f el  quite  conceited  and  dsmou-  against 
Confeder  lion.  My  idea  is,  that  instead  of  await- 
ing the  action  of  New  Brun  wick,  we  should  take 
the  le  d.  Ours  is  the  most  populous  Province  of 
the  two  and  shou’d  set  the  example  I think 
the  country  should  be  made  aware  of  the  princi- 
ples of  those  members  who  oppose  the  m easure. 
The  hon  gentleman,  whose  name  has  been  intro- 
duced into  the  dis  ussion,  ever  since  his  return, 
has  been  boldly  proclaiming  annexa  ion  senti- 
ments in  the  streets  and  in  the  lob  y of  the  FI  . use. 
Gentlemen  holding  such  views  y re  getting  more 
and  mo>e  bold.  The  history  of  smu  1 countries 
has  been  that  from  animosities  they  have  been  set 
to  fight  against  each  other  until  they  hive  beta 
so  weakened  as  to  be  unable  to  present  a fro  t to 
the  common  enemy.  S 1 it  wi’l  be  with  us  if  we 
d > nor,  take  steps  to  strengthen  ourselves  and  to 
b come  one  people.  As  I have  already  said,  I 
thmk  the  Government  sh  uld  take  such  steps  as 
will  shew  the  other  Provinces  that  we  are  not 
backward  in  this  matter. 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  LOOKE. 

Mr.  Locke  said: — It  was  correctly  remarked 
the  other  day  that  the  opponents  of  Confeder- 
ation are  In  an  unfortunate  position  in  having 
nine  lawyers  and  a doctor  worth  three  more, 
opposed  to  us,  We  cannot  be  expected  to 
exhibit  the  same  ability  that  will  he  displayed 
upon  the  other  side,  but  we  stand  here  hacked 
bv  the  strong  opinions  of  our  constituents. — 
Those  opinions  we  believe  to  he  correct  and 
sound,  and  we  feel  that  the  principles  which 
we  maintain  are  correct.  This  is  a question  of 
the  deepest  moment  to  the  country,  we  are 
bartering  away  our  rights  and  privileges  if  we 
hand  over  this  fine  Province  of  ours  to  Canada*, 
and  I feel  disposed  to  say, 

“ Breathes  there  a man  with  soul  so  dead* 
Who  never  to  himself  hath  said, 

This  is  my  own  my  native  land” 

In  ad  pting  this  scheme  we  are  giving  our 
country  to  Canada  to  be  swallowed  up  with 
grand  schemes  and  projects  of  aggrandisement, 
to  a colony  notedly  disloyal  Coming  as  I do 
from  a county  whose  inhabitants  have  come 
from  loyalist  stock,  a country  settled  hy  men, 
who  have  sacrificed  tbeir  best  interests  for  the 
sake  of  British  connec  ion,  I feel  at  liberty  to 
express  my  opinion  freely  and  without  fear  of 
the  charge  of  disloyalty.  The  quest  on  • f Con- 
federation has  been, before  the  country  now  for 
two  years,  and  its  aspect  has  recently  been 
materially  '“hanged;  What  brought  about  this 
change?  We  saw  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  last  Session  exceedingly  bo.-tile  to 
the  scheme,  hut  a ohang-i  has  come  over  the 
spirit  of  th-ir  dreams.  We  had  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Richmond  advocating  one  side  of  Ihe 
question  with  all  the  eloquence  at,  h s com- 
mand, we  had  the  member  for  Inverness,  Mr* 
McDonnell,  taking  the  same  side  with  tbfy 
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Ban  e ability,  ami  all  at  once  these  gentlemen 
rise  and  propose  that  another  scheme  be  resort- 
ed to  and  state  that  circumstances  lead 
to  the  belief  that  a better  scheme  can  be  pre- 
dated. 1 ask,  then,  what  has  drought  about  this 
change?  The  1 rov.  Secretary  spoke  ot  influ- 
ences, had  we  not  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
influences  were  at  wort  ? What  these  influ- 
ences were  it  was  not  our  business  to  enquire, 
blip  the  suddeuness  ot  the  change  shewed  that 
there  were  such  and  That  they  w ere  of  a strong 
kind.  Three  mouths  ago  these  g-utlemen  were 
denouncing  the  Quebec  M-heim  , and  now  they 
come  forward  ami  advocate  a new  delegation, 
although  we  know  to  aeertai  ty  that  the  new 
Bclieme  will  he  the  Quebec  scheme;  there  may 
be  slight  variations,  bur,  in  the  main  and  sub- 
stantial particulars  it  will  be  the  same.  Loy- 
alty to  the  Crown,  it  has  been  said,  requires 
that  we  should  Confederate,  because  the  Lieut. 
Governor  has  been  sent  hereexpresslv  to  carry 
the  measure  out.  No  remarks  in  reference  to 
that  officer  will  he  coustru  d,  I suppose,  into 
disloyalty  to  the  Queen,  and  when  the  t rov. 
Secretary  spoke  about,  the  scheme  being  urged 
upon  us  by  such  impressiveness  as  Royal  lips 
aloue  could  evince,  and  by  his  mention  of  the 
appointment  of  Sir  W.  E.  Williams  to  carry  it 
out  he  invited  comment.  Jf  it  be  declared  to 
be  disloyal  to  refer  to  the  action  of  the  Gover- 
nor 1 wid  ask  the  Louse  to  let  me  refer  to  18t!l 
when  an  election  was  being  run  in  Victoria 
County,  lu  the  Prov.  Secretary’s  own  organ  I 
find  this  language;  and  although  I quote  troui 
a paper  that  was  particularly  under  his  direc- 
tion; and  the  very  style  cannot  he  mistaken,  as 
he  Used  the  same  or  nearly  the  same  words  on 
the  floor  of  the  House , 
u Taking  into  account  the  position  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  unscrupulous  tneaus  resort- 
ed to  by  them  we  can  scarcely  imagiue  the  pos- 
sibility of  Mr.  Campbell  being  elected.  It  is 
now  understood  that  Lord  Mulgrave  made  it 
an;  express  condition  with  the  usurpers  that 
Mr.  Campbell  must  he  uusea  ed  and  Victoria 
carried  or  he  would  be  compelled  in  his  own 
d^ence  to  dissolve  the  Assembly.”  And  fur- 
ther on  he  says:  ‘-Mr.  Hugh  Munroe  was  al- 
lowed by  Lord  Mulgrave  to  abandon  the  im- 
portant duties  of  his  office  as  Chairman  of  the 
Bqardof  Works  and  head  of  the  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum, in  order  to  take  part  in  an  election  strug- 
gle,contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  law  and  policy 
of  the  legislature  w ho  had  removed  that  officer 
from  politics.  The  Governor  and  Goverum  ut 
having  thus  combined  against  the  liberties  ot 
the  people  and  determined  to  obtain  a support- 
er, from  Victoria,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
any  means  would  be  left  untried.”  He  ends 
by  saying:  “It  there  be  any  man  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia who  doubts  ti  e completely  nartizan  charac- 
ter of  the  Lieut.  Governor  Jet  him  ponder  upon 
these  two  recent  outrages  for  which  Lord  Mul- 
pr-/*ve  is  directly  responsible.  Sending  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Works  and  the 
fchtnli.*.  of  other  Counties  to  aid  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  Victoria  Election.”  In  another  is- 
•ue  of  the  paper  he  s ys:  “That  the  Chairman 
of  the  Beard  of  Works,  who  could  not  leave 
the  impoitant  duties  of  his  office  without  the 
leave  of  Lord  Mulgrave,  was  immediately  des- 
patched with  .£400  a year  of  the  people’s  money 
in  his  pocket  to  aid  the  Queen’s  Printer  who 
Carried  .the  bag  in  the  Cumberland  Election  in 


corrupting  and  intimidating  the  Electors  of 
Victoria.  We  venture  to  assert  that,  the  histo- 
ry of  the  Colonies  will  he  perused  in  vam  to 
discover  such  daring  innovations  of  the.  liber- 
ties of  the  people  by  any  Governor.  Does 
Lord  Mulgrave  think  ihe  free  spirit  of  Nova 
iscotiaii  is  to  be  trampled  out  by  means  so 
fl  giiious  and  corrupt?” 

if  ih  t is  no!  treasonable  language  to  !e  used 
towards  a Governor,  then  nothin.'  itiai  has  b en 
said  in  ti.is  debate  can  be  eonside  ed  so  Mr 
ar  'veil  has  lak  u Stroi  g giounds,  as  we  beiieve 
against  he  mt  rests  of  ibis  country,  and  in  dele 
i.a  ing  a Governor  t-xprd-siy  to  c rry  t uc  the 
scehnn  of  Co  fei  tr.tion,  we  have  we  y r ght  to 
b lie  e that  H r .Viajes  y’s  Govirrnnent  are  w.  rk- 
mg  agaimt  our  interest  . '1  here  is  uo  hit  g Uis- 

loya  in  that  statement,  bicai  se  it  is  wen  under- 
stood ihe  Queen  can  do  no  wrong,  her  Ministers 
beu  g responsible  I mty  say  tna  i:  is  b.  cau.-e  I 
be  i.  ve  hat  this  scheme  ot  annexation  to  t anuria 
will  drive  us  into  annexation  to  tne  Unit  d Mates 
that  1 oppose  it.  What  are  the  antecedents  o i 
anada?  One  of  the  gentltmen  taking  a !ea»  ing 
part  in  the  movement,  one  who  has  lectun  d»  in 
various  places  « n the  subject  of  union,  is  well 
Known  .o  have  betn  an  Irish  rebel.  Many  of  the 
leading  men  of  Gan  da  have  stood  in  the  same 
position,  in  their  con  uct  during  tilt;  Canadian 
rebellion  These  are  the  people  with  whom  wo 
are  asked  to  coif. derate  It  wo  Held,  their 
Orange  and  Kibbt  ii  Si  cieties  and  other  such 
principles  will  circulate  amongst  us,  and  we 
w..uiu  become  equally  disloyal  f,  then,  annex- 
ation is  to  be  brought  about,  w<  u d it  not  be 
better  to  go  in  at  once  to  the  American  Union  ? 

ecause  w wcul : thus  obtain  all  the  adv  ntsgcs 
ot  a separate  Mate,  while  if  oi.feoeraiioa  goes  on 
pi oba  ly  in  a few  yeais  more  we  wid  have  to  go 
in  as  a mere  t oun  y if  Canada.  It  is  said  that 
rade  relations  are  an  inducement,  but  why  can- 
not we  obtain  them  without  a political  union  ? 

I lie  momeio  Canada  finds  it  neiessary  to  have 
free  trade  with  thus  Colony,  she  wll  ion  eut  to 
thearraiiiimeinsbcingmi.de,  it  being  a sound 
principle  ihst  tr  d a regulates  itself.  What  will 
the  po'itio  of  our  credit  be  if  wc  unite  ? At  this 
day  i ur  bonds  stand  higher  in  the  market  than 
those  of  Canada.  Confederate  with  Canada,  and 
let  her  carry  on  her  canals  an  < other  works,  and 
through  the  means  of  her  large  dtbt  and  great 
expenditure  her  bonds  will  go  down  and  ours 
w'ith  them,  we  being  a part  and  portion  of  t he 
com  try.  By  a polnical  union  we  m st  i e ab- 
sorbed and  swallowed  up  We  will  lose  our 
identity  and  be  subject  to  their  will.  It  is  well 
known  that  Nova  Scotia  stood  by  the  Crowm 
during  the  American  rebellion,  hova  <otia  wsa 
l ya  then  and  is  now,  and  by  uniting  herself  to 
such  a country  as  Cam  da  she  w ill  gain  nothing. 
We  have  ei  joyed  a parliament  of  cur  own  fur  a 
hundred  years,  with  all  the  privileges  that  a free 
people  could  ask  ; we  have  gone  on  progi  essing, 
and  after  obtaining  responsible  Government 
we  have  be<  ome  so  tree  that  we  require  no- 
thing more  in  the  way  of  independence.  What 
will  the  people  say  to  this  Parliament  being 
taken  from  them?”  We  may  be  told  that  the 
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local  legislatures  will  remain  hut  who  can  tell 
us  anything  of  their  form  ttiou?  I presume  that 
Dot  hi  ng  that  we  (tan  urge  will  prevent  the 
adoption  of  the  scheme  bu‘.  I contend  that  it 
would  he  unfair  for  the  British  gov  rument  to 
adopt  such  a measure  without  he  sanction  of 
our  people.  In  connection  with  this  -‘Ubjeot  1 
will  quote  from  the  London  Review  of  March 
17t  h : - 

The  Recall  of  Sir  Charles  Darling.— 
Mr.  Cardwell  has  found  it  necessary  to  recall 
Sir  Cli  (rlnrt  Darling,  the  G tvernor  of  the  colo 
ny  of  Victoria,  and  we  think  it  will  he  general- 
ly admitted  » hat  he  h as  not  fatten  this  step  on 
insufficient  grounds.  It  will  tie  in  the  recol 
lection  of  our  readers  that  the  two  branches  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  colony  came  into  conflict, 
upon  the  financial  schemes  of  the  Government 
for  the  time  being.  The  Lower  House  passed, 
the  Upper  House  it  was  known  would  reject, 
the  budget.  In  order  to  surmount  this  difficul- 
ty, the  Appropria'iou  Bill  was  tacked  to  the 
Bill  imposing  new  customs  duties.  The  Legis- 
lative Council  vv  is  thus  presented  with  the  al- 
ternative ot  submitting  to  the  dictation  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  or  of  leaving  the  Govern- 
ment without  auv  legal  power  to  levy  taxes  or 
to  defray  expenses;  but,  eventually,  they  chose 
the  latter  course,  as  they  had  a perfect  right  to 
do.  Pressed  by  the  difficulties  of  their  situa- 
tion, the  Colonial  Ministry,  thereupon,  resorted 
to  more  than  one  irregular  and  illegal  meausof 
raising  the  wind.  It  was  clearly  the  duty  of 
Sir  Charles  Darling,  as  the  representative  of 
the  Queen,  to  refuse  his  sanction  to  acts  of  such 
a character.  But  he  not  only  gave  his  cordial 
and  earnest  support  to  the  politicians  who 
were  violating  > he  Constitution,  he  did  some- 
thing even  stiil  more  objectionable.  Comment- 
ing o.i  a despatch  to  the  Cob  nial  Secretary  up- 
on an  address  from  the  Legislative  Council,  he 
took  it  upon  himself  to  express  a hope  that  the 
gentlemen  who  had  signed  it  would  never  he 
designated  for  the  position  of  confidential  ad- 
visers t.o  the  Crown,  because  it  is  impossible 
that  their  advice  could  he  received  with  any 
o her  feeling-  than  those  of  doubt  and  distrust.” 
When  a Governor  thus  converts  himself  into  a 
partisan,  and  descends  from  his  constitutional 
eminence  as  the  representative  of  the  Crown, 
to  participate  in  the  party  conflicts  of  thee  «lony 
placed  under  his  rule,  it  is  clear  that  he  cau  no 
longer  discharge  his  delicate  and  dignified  du- 
ties with  success.  His  usefulness  is  at  an  end, 
and  nothing  remains  but  to  replace  him  by 
some  one  who  can  maintain  with  greater  firm- 
ness a position  of  impartiality,  and  can  hold 
himself  aloof  with  greater  self-command  from 
the  excited  passions  which  it  is  his  duty  to  mo- 
derate. to  a despatch  of  stinging  but  well- 
me riled  rebuke,  Mr.  Card  veil  Ins  insisted  up- 
on t hese  obvious  consider,  nions,  and  lias  reliev- 
ed tSir  Charles  Darling  from  the  further  exer- 
cise of  functions  which  he  basso  grievously 
abused. — London  Review,  March  17. 

The  cases  ir,  may  he  said  are  not  exactly 
similar  because  that  governor  went  into  oppo- 
sition to  the  legislature  of  the  Colony  but  our 
Lieut  Governor  knows  from  the  petitions  that 
h ive  been  presented  that  the  feeling  of  the 
couutry  is  against  the  scheme,  and  that  if 
uicinburs  would  hut  rise  and  express  the  views 
of  their  constituents  they  would  he  found  in 
opposition  to  the  measure.  Mr.  Cardwell 


should  surely  stay  his  hand  before  givi  >g  hia 
assistance  to  the  completion  of  the  union  upper 
these  circumstances.  I will  now  read  from  the 
Mev)  York  Albion  a pap-r  well  known  to  be 
rhor.  *u  c 1 " i > though  published  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic: — 

Re.moVal,  of  A Colonial  Governor  — 
Careless  observers  of  the  working  of  British 
institutions  have  been  in  the  habit  ofassumjrig 
that  the  Imperial  Government  desired  above 
ill  things  to  maintain  its  own  supremacy  in 
remote  settlements,  and  that  it  is  alwavs  dis- 
posed to  back  up  its  own  local  representative. 
These  erroneous  impressions  may  perhaps 
have  been  partially  disturbed  by  the  strange 
spectacle  lately  patent  in  Jamaica;  and  they 
will  receive  another  rude  shock  in  the  news 
that  has  just  reached  us  from  Downing  Street. 
Mr.  Card  well,  the  Colonial  Secretary,  has  ud- 
vised  the  Queen  to  recall  Sir  Charles  Darling, 
some  time  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Victoria. 
The  circumstances  of  the  quarrel  that  arose 
between  the  House  sf  Assembly  and  theLegi,  - 
lative, Council,  in  which  quarrel  Sir  Char  es 
interfered  injudiciously,  or  illegally,  or  both, 
ire  detailed  in  ex'racts  from  Loudon  papers 
cited  above.  We  have  only  to  add  that  Mr. 
Cardwell’s  despatch, displacing  the  Governor, 
most  emphatically  insists  upon  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Colonial  Offi  e at  home  to  leave 
the  Colonists  to  manage  their  owu  affairs,  and 
p lints  out  most  cogently  the  great  blunder  of 
the  Governor  in  identifying  himself  irretrieva- 
bly with  any  political  pariies.  The  despatch, 
we  doubt,  not,  will  cause  a flutter  among  the 
oceu parr  s of  high  places.  For  us,  it  has  bur,  a 
partial  interest;  because  we  knew  well  befor<  - 
hand  that  British  statesmen,  one  and  all,  ha\  e 
long  since  abandoned  the  idea  of  ruling  fret* 
men  by  edicts  from  home.  If  - Jamaica be 
under  the  present  melancholy  stite  of  things, 
an  exception  to  this  rule,  it  is  because  the^tp  e 
Blacks  have  shown  themselves  unwofjtpy.  of 
free  Government.  -x 

When  the  Lieut.  Governor  ventures  joparry 
out  any  scheme  of  union  in  opposition 
wishes  of  the  people  he  identifies  Ijiqiself  .im- 
properly with  a party.  This  H ouse , is  emoted 
to  legislate  according  to  the  well ,up(ip.i;pjpodi 
wishes  of  the  people,  and  thi^  j)p.^ticglap 
scheme,  changing  the  constitution,’  lU'was 
never  empowered  to  carry  out>  -Li  adop'ing 
the  scheme  we  do  not  carry  out  those  wishes, 
and  if  the  people  had  the? joppottudity  of 
expressing  their  views  they  would  mtaro  #ueh 
a majority  that  twelve  members  would  lioff  be 
found  to  support  the  scheme.  Tipi  Brov.  ^Jec. 
said  that  it  had  been  used  jab  < an ; argument.  on 
our  side,  in  other  places*  ;tbat,  jfithilS'iSQhpme 
were  carried  out  not -fine  ;©li  supporters 
would  get  a seat  aVDttawft..  This.Ltb'nk-veiy 
probable,  hut  if  makesiour  prospects  still  iifloto 
u nfavorable.  Vyfeiia  ve  tin  this  House  support- 
ing Con  federation- a/  set,,  off  1 rained  pojitieijans. 
If  these  gentlemen'  went,  to  the  hustipgsrin  all 
probability  they ! would:  be  .rejected,  Audi  {this 
would  be  ajpositive  doss  to  the : country;  , jVou 
would  theudjave  a new  set  of unen  meeting 
more  ast uto  statesmen* and  fibe  inf crests  p|  the 
country,  would  1U)  insecure.  IassureitheAtrov; 
SeeretaitpiOsf  these da’fits  lor  his --own,; .interest; 
and  while  Imiglit  oousidpr  that  he  wouW  bo 
no  loss  Tu  tun,  wo  have > men  WhOohagm  hereto- 
fore ueteU  .wfitl^atul  ledfusltOicaro  for  thoja’uo 
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interests  of  the  country,  who  would  be.  Tak- 
ing the  first  view  of  the  question  which  I took — 
that  annexation  to  the  United  States  will  follow 
annexation  to  Canada,  it  will  be  seen  that  we 
are  doing  a positive  injury  to  Great  Britain  by 
wcoi  f derating,  because  the  moment  she  loses 
her  Colonies  England  must  become  a second  or 
third  rate  power.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
the  celebrated  ‘‘Junius”  said  in  one  of  his 
letters,  “ The  feathers  which  adorn  the  royal 
bird  support  its  flight;”  strip  it  of  its  plumage 
and  you  fix  it  to  the  earth.”  The  moment  you 
take  away  the  Colonies  from  Great  Britain  the 
leathers  which  support  her  flight  are  takeu 
away,  and  she  ceases  to  he  a first  rate  power 
As  1 yal  men,  we  should  stand  by  our  country 
in  this  emergency.  It  is  not  certain  that  New 
Brunswick  will  fall  in  with  the  scheme.  A 
telegram  informs  us  that  a majority  of  the  As- 
sembly will  move  for  the  recall  of  the  Gover- 
nor. and  tli  it  will  postpone  Confederation  tbi 
sometime.  It.  seems  >o  me  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  t»o  hot  and  too  hasty  in  this  matter 
Give  us  time  to  consider  the  question.  1 do 
not  ask  them  to  dissolve  and  go  to  the 
country,  but  I think  we  should  have  the 
chances  of  one  year  more  to  see  if  the 
people  will  he  indoctrinated  into  favouring 
the  measure,  not  that  I expect  them  to  willingly 
favor  such  a union,  for  I want  non  -,  we  at  e 
prosperous  and  happy  as  we  are.  I ask  the 
Bouse  not.  to  agree  to  the  proposed  delegation, 
for  we  very  well  know  that  the  delegates  wil! 
come  hack  with  the  Quebec, scheme.  Mr.  Card- 
well  having  taken  a decided  stan  1 in  it h favor. 
I,  therefore,  call  upon  the  government  to  tay 
their  hand  and  to  give  the  country  time  to  con- 
sider what.  Is  the  best  course  to  pursue.  But  if 
this  new  scheme  to  send  a delegation  to  Eng 
land  to  settle  terms  of  union  there, should  he 
carried  in  this  House,  I would  demand  as  a 
right,  of  the  people  of  this  Province,  that,  after 
terms  being  agreed  upon  by  the  British  Go 
yerum  nt,  and  the  delegates,  that  t sh  -uld  be 
referred  hack  to  this  people  for  their  sanction. 
If  any  other  course  he  pursued,  you  trifU  with 
the  liberties  anil  privileges  of  a free  people  in 
bartering  them  away  without,  giving  them  a 
voice  in  the  matter,  and  the  consequences,  be 
what  they  may,  will  rest  upon  the  men  who 
have  so  acted. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  BLANCHARD. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said The  hon.  member 
who  has  just  si  t down  has  very  forcibly  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  tbis  is  one  of  the 
gma'en1  questions  ever  presented  for  our  con- 
sideration; and- 1 feel  that  I approach  it  under 
no  ordinary  responsibilities,  and  wrh  Hie  con- 
viction umtT  am  dealing  with  the  grear  inter- 
ests or  tie-  Provinceof  Nova  Scotia.  We  have 
been  fold  by  that,? hon. gentleman  that,  i favor 
of  G>  nfede ration  are  arrayed  the  chief  legal 
talent  and  nearly  all  ihe  trained  politicians  of 
the  country  I consider  this  a strong  argument 
in  favor  of  Confederation  that  t he  trained  poli- 
ticians of  all  the  Provinces — the  men  who  are 
'accustomed  to  look  at  great,  questions  and  to 
judge  ot  them,  have  deliberately  mad-*  up  their 
'minds  hat  the  scheme  of  Union  is  favorable  to 
■the  interests  of  the  Province  and  to  our  con- 
nection with  »he  British  Crown.  Let  us  lo  k 
at  y of  the  deliberative  assemblies,  and 
will iwe  not  find  that  when  the  leading  men 


adopt  any  particular  view  of  a question,  in  nine 
hundred  anil  ninty-nine  cases  out  of  a thousand 
they  are  right.  I might  refer  to  a great  variety 
of  instances  in  support  of  this  position.  In  the 
history  of  Pitt  it  is  seen  that  in  some  cases  Fox, 
Burke,  and  Sheridan,  his  greatest  adversaries, 
were  found  coinciding  with  him,  and  history 
proves  that,  in  all  such  cases  they  were  right. 

[ do  not  think  the  hon  member  did  justice  to 
himself  in  saying  that  the  trained  politicians 
were  all  on  one  side,  for  his  speech  showed  an 
amount  of  eloquence  and  research  seldom  ex- 
hibited on  such  occasions.  That  we  have 
nine  lawyers  upon  this  side  of  the  question  jg 
true;  but  T claim  that,  we  occupy  the  right  po- 
sition, and  one  which  many  of  the  lay  mem- 
bers of  the  house  will  willingly  endorse. — • 
The  hon.  member  for  Shelburne  r-lso  told  us» 
that  ho  represented  a people  truly  loyal,  the 
descendants  of  those  who  sacrificed  much  for 
their  principles  and  for  their  attach;;  ent  to  the 
mother  country.  Sir,  l yield  to  no  man  in  the 
loyalty  of  myself  or  of  my  constituents.  I too 
am  a descendant,  of  a loyalist  who  sacrificed 
as  much  for  his  loyalty  as  any  of  the  men  who 
came  to  Shelburne  at  that  time;  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  those  whom  I represent  are 
Sc  tchtnen,  and  what  race  have  doue  and 
suffered  so  much  for  their  country,  and  where 
do  v>>u  find  patriotism  if  not  among  them? 
It  has  been  said  that,  there  are  influences  at 
work  in  reference  to  this  question.  Sir  they 
have  no  effect  upou  me.  My  friend  can  say 
noth  tug  to  rue  upon  that  score.  My  position 
has  all  along  been  different  from  that  of  those 
who  actively  opposed  the  measure  and  who, 
I presume,  are  prepared  to  give  good  reasons 
for  their  change  of  miud.  I feel  that  I am  not 
called  on,  nor  would  it  be  advisable  that  I 
should  go  into  a discussion  of  the  merits  of 
the  .scheme  recently  submit  ed  to  the  country 
or  of  its  details.  Thar,  theme  has  been  ex- 
hausted, and  here  will  be  lit,  le  effort  on  my 
part  to  crush  down  the  opposition  to  confede- 
ration. I do  not  therefore  intend  to  discuss 
the  details  of  the  question,  but  to  explain  the 
position  which  I occupy,  which  is  very  differ- 
ent, from  th  it.  of  many  gentlemen  a round  me. 
I have  felt  ihat  the  question  should  be  ap- 
proached with  great  care.  I have  felt,  it  my 
duty  as  a representative  of  the  people  serious- 
ly to  weigh  it,  before  coming  to  a conclusion, 
and  no  man  can  say  that,  up  to  this  time,  I am 
boumi  by  any  pledges  <>r  promises  to  take  any 
particular  position.  We  have  heard  about 
“ traitors”  and  “ treachery,”  and  “ Cana- 
dian gold;”  I feel  it  is  hardly  worth 
while  for  me  to  contradict  the  state- 
ments noon  these  subjects  as  far  as  I am 
cm  ce  med.  1 have  not  come  from  a school  of 
trai  < rs,  and  the  reproach  cauDot  fall  upon  me, 
l r gret  that  I am  called  upon  in  connection 
with  t Ins  subject,  to  differ  from  some  of  my 
i-i  mis,  a ml  1 regret  that  personal  recrimina- 
tions, private  conversations,  have  been  intro- 
uced  into  this  discussion.  This  is  a matter 
which  ought,  to  be  discussed  calmly,  and  with- 
out teinjver.  We  live  in  an  age  in  which  pro- 
gress is  not  to  be  measured  as  it  once  was,  ilia 
exceedingly  rapid  at  the  present  day,  and  men 
i live  m>>re  in  one  year  now  than  they  formerly 
I lived  i>i  t wenty.  Changes  are  rapidly  ap- 
proaching, an  l it  is  now  our  duty  to  look  them 
f lirly  in  he  face,  and  honestly  to  consider  the 
probable  future.  The  question  before  the  boua# 
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is,  in  inv  opinion,  wbeiher  we  shall  unite  with 
the  adjoining  colonies  or  remain  disunited, 
and  isoi  Med  with  the  chances  of  annexation. 
Mr.  Locke  has  said  that  Confederation  will 
lead  ro  rite  latter— if  lie  couid  convince  me  of 
that  he  would  find  an  opponent  of  the  measure 
as  determined  as  any  man  in  t?  is  country, but 
I support  it  because  1 feel  and  believe,  and  am 
convinced  in  my  heart,  and  conscience  that  if  w e 
remain  as  we  are  the  time  will  soon  come 
when  we  will  bo  absorbed  into  the  American 
Republic.  My  hott.  friend  from  Halifax,  who 
is  leading  the  present,  opposition,  published 
that  which  met  my  approbation  a short  duie 
ago,  w hen  lie  deel  trod  that  a change  was  ap- 
proaching, that  something  mu«t  be  done,  that 
this  count  v could  not  remain  as  it  was,  and 
that,  our  future  must  be  looked  in  the  face.  I 
felt  and  still  feel  that  these  were  t.lie  words  of 
truth  tnd  soberness,  and  I believe  hat  unless 
these  Colonies  proceed  to  Confederate  we  can- 
not long  continue  dependencies  of  'the  Bri  isV 
Crown.  What  has  occurred  since  last  session? 
When  the  friends  of  i hr-  measure  stated  lastyear 
that  they  believed  that  the  Reciprocity  Treaty 
was  about  to  be  abrogated  w e were  told  that, 
this  was  nonsense,  that  American  interests 
were  too  deeply  concerned,  and  that  they  va- 
lued reciprocity  as  much  as  we— yet  have  we 
not  i*een  it  come  to  pass  in  the  teeth  of  offers, 
on  the  par  of  our  government.,  such  as  none 
of  us  would  have  thought,  of  making  a few 
years  ago,  an  1 such  as  tew  men  in  this  country 
would  be  disposed  to  concur  in.  So  determined 
were  the  Americans  to  abolish  that  treaty  that, 
not  only  were  the  arguments  of  our  delegates 
treated  with  disdain,  but  afterwards,  when  a 
bill  was  brought  into  Senate  in  connection 
with  the  subject,  containing  proposi  ious  that 
would  he  indignantly  refused  here,  they  re- 
fused to  receive  i . Why  did  they  refuse  such  a 
measure  introduced  by  their  leading  minds, 
and  approved  by  Mr.  Morrill?  What  answer 
do  their  leading  or  ans  giv  - to  the  question? 
They  tell  us  that  it.  was  because  they  expect 
soon  to  be.  abie  to  annex  these  Coloni  -s, — that 
without,  ftee  trade  with  them  we  cannot  exist, 
and  that,  we  wiii  soou  be  glad  to  se*->lt  f. >r  ad- 
mission to  the  Union.  The  paid  officer  of  the 
Aurer  can  Government  in  reporting  on  this 
question  broadly  put  to  the  government  and 
Senate  that,  the  only  alternatives  were  reci- 
procity <>r  absorption,  aud  while  declaring  that 
reciprocity  was  beneficial  to  them — yet.  advis- 
ed its  refusal  as  fav  ourable  to  Annexation. 
They  have  refused  to  renew  th  t treaty  influ- 
enced by  these  motives.  It  has  been  said  mat 
the  United  S’ates  have  no  desire  to  annex 
these  Colonies  Can  we  believe  such  a s ate- 
inent?  Look  at  our  fisheries  at  our  mineral 
resources,  at  the  extern  of  our  wood  lauds  and 
can  we  imagine  that  they  are  not  most  anxi- 
ous to  possess  these  Provinces,  and  especial 
ly  Nova  Scotia.  I feel,  therefore,  in  looking 
at  t he  question,  and  for  other  reasons  not  neces- 
sary to  mention,  that  without  confederation 
auunexation  is  before  us.  The  abrogation  of 
the  treaty  owes  its  origin  to  the  desire  of  the 
American  people  to  bring  us  wi  bin  their  bor- 
der#, ami  L am  firmly  and  honestly  convinced 
that.  it.  is  my  duty  to  say  to  my  constituents 
an  i to  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  tha  lam 
willing  oil  » auything— to  resort  to  almost  any 
measure  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  such  a 


consequence  as  that,  j do  not  mem  to  say  by 
this  that  the  scheme  befote  u-  will  not  be  very 
beneficial  to  the  people  of  this  country.  My 
own  opinions  have  undergone  no  change  on 
this  subject.,  but  I have  resolved  to  take  this 
bold  and  straighforward  stand — o declare  that 
we  should  confederate,  and  that  we  should  do 
it  noiv  because  I feel  tha  the  s ep  is  demand- 
ed by  the  exigencies  which  surround  us.  I 
trust  in  God  that  T may  never  live  to  see  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  floating  over  Citadel  - ill, — I 
trust  that  before  we  are  annexed  I ard  my 
children  shall  have  gone  to  the  land  of  the 
shades,  and  that  not,  one  of  us  may  be  left  to 
see  our  country  in  such  a position.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  gent  leman  who  proceeded  me 
that,  Confederation  would  weaken  the  ties 
that  bind  us  to  the  parent  s“ata, — but  have  we 
its  subordinate  officers,  and  ihe  press  of  that 
not  the  government  of  Great  Britain  and  all 
country,  and  among  ourseives  our  best,  minds, 
lay  and  clerical,  urging  it  on  us.  Do  they  look 
favourably  on  the  scheme  because  ;.hev  believe 
it,  will  weaken  the  lies  hat.  bind  us  to 
them?  I was  sorry  to  hear  one  member  say 
that  the  English  people  would  be  glad  to  be 
rid  of  us;  I do  not  believe  that  such  a feeling 
exists  in  Great  Bri  ain,  nor  that  with  few  ex- 
ceptions there  are  any  men  in  great  Britain 
willing  or  anxious  to  part  \vi  h us.  The  only 
real  question  remaining  in  my  mind  is  wheth- 
er an  appeal  to  the  people  should  not  havo 
been  had.  It  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Aunand 
that  the  people  be  cai  ed  on  to  vote  on  the 
question  of  Confederation  alone,  but  I cannot 
think  thatti*  seriously  proposed  that  we  should 
do  what  no  B’i'ish  country  ever  did  before — 
r»  sort  to  a plebiscite  on  this  question. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell— It  has  been  done  in  No- 
va Scotia. 

Mr.  Blanchard  continued:— This  reference 
is  to  the  vote  taken  unou  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations’ bill,  but  this  was  simply  as  to  the 
adoption  in  each  county  of  a purely  local 
measure;  but  did  any  one  ever  hear  of  a ques- 
tion of  Colonial  policy  being  so  sub- 
mitted? That  precedent  is  no  parallel  to 
this  case,  and  I challenge  gentlemen  who 
take  that  side  of  the  question  to  lay  their  bands 
upon  any  case  in  which  a question  of  this  kind 
whs  sent  in  that,  way  to  the  people.  If  such  a 
mode  is  un-Britis  *,  uncertain,  and  unreliable, 
how  are  we  to  adopt,  if?  What  are  we  to 
depend  on  for  the  decision?  We  recently  took 
away  from  a large  portion  of  the  people  the 
electoral  franchise,  are  we  to  send  this  question 
to  the  electors,  or  to  the  whole  people,  aud 
under  what,  regulations?  We  have  heard  a 
good  deal  about  appeals  to  the  people,  and  I 
would  like  to  look  back  at  the  history  of  this 
country  to  shew,  as  I believe  I can,  that  such 
an  appeal  is  not.  desirable  or  necessary.  What 
did  we  do  a few  years  ago?  We  passed  a bill 
by  which  the  franchise  was  nearly  douhled  in 
the  numbers  of  the  persons  called  on  to  exer- 
cise it;  aud  is  not  the  franchise  the  source  of 
all  right  and  power?  Did  the  opnonen  s of 
that  measure  ask  an  appeal  to  the  people? 
Not  at  all.  Afterwards  the  suffrage  was  still 
further  extended  and  made  almost  universal 
without  a word  about  appeals  to  the  people. 
Not  lung  ago,  when  Mr.  Johnston  was  in 
power  he  introduced  a bill  altering  to  a largo 
extent,  the  franchise  aud  re-distributing  the 
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seats;  did  his  worst,  opponent  say  anything 
then  about.  a»i  appeal  to  the  people?  No,  the 
whole  matter  was  discussed  withnu-  such  a 
qurs'i  »n  being  raised.  If,  when  I quote  the 
acts  of  the  conservative  party,  I atu  .net  with 
the  answer  from  gentlemen  on  this  side  «hat 
this  is  poor  authority.  I ask  did  we  (the liberal 
party)  not  wi'hin  a short,  time,  feeling  that 
the  franchise  was  too  extensive,  and  that  the 
time  h id  come  when  the  property  of  the  coun- 
try should  he  represented  by  the  property 
holders  t'Hss  a hill  striking  down  oue- 
thirl,  if  nor.  one  half  of  the  electors.  The  e was 
no  utfieal  to  the.  people  in  that  ease,  this  house 
did  not  a-k  it,  although  it  was  sought  by  a gen- 
tleman in  ’he  Upper  House.  Atu  f not.  there- 
fore acting  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of 
my  party,  who  maintained  that,  the  people 
were  here  j resent  by  their  representatives? — 
Let.  me  cnme  now  to  another  time,  -‘ad  we 
not  i • 1864  a resolution  brought,  into  the  legis- 
lature, b\  rise  leading  minds  upon  both  sides, 
for  th-  U ion  of  the  Maritime  Provinces?  Nor 
to  confederate  them,  hut.  to  unite  ihmn  under 
one  government-  and  legislature.  Was  any- 
thing s o.l  ahour  an  appeal  to  the  people  then? 
No;  it  was  said  Unit,  the  delegates  should  re- 
turn, in  o’-der  that  we,  the  legislature,  migh' 
ratify  their  arrangements.  I ask  the  house 
win- 1, her  r not,  if  the  legislature  of  th  • differ- 
ent Colonies  hud  accepted  a scheme  of  legisla- 
tive union  of  he  Maritime  Provinces,  there 
would  have  been  an  appeal  to  the  people?  We 
have  heard  about,  traitors  to  the  c mntry,  and 
traitors  r<>  he  party.  We  are  told  that  the  Li- 
beral oar’y  are  opp  sed  totlie  scheme,  and  my 
po-ition  U not,  at  all  agreeable  to  my  friends 
who  si1  beside  me,  or  to  myself,  in  separating 
front  them,  f got,  my  liberalism  very  early : I 
drew  it  with  my  earliest  breath  and  learned 
its  principles  at  the  feet  of  such  men  as  Dr. 
McCulloch  and  Jot, ham  Blanchard;  and  1 
claim  to  have  been  as  consistent,  a member  of 
that  party  as  any  one  in  Nova  Scot, ’a,  here  or 
else w her  What  was  the  watchword  of  that, 

partv?  They  have  always  claimed  as  their 
watch  * ord,  Reform  and  Progress, — and  that 
this  movement  is  a progressive  one,  I firmly 
believe.  This  is  a measure  of  progress,  and  if 
opposition  was  to  be  expected,  we  had  little 
reason  to  look  for  it  among  the  Liberals  of  the 
country.  I feel  that  I have  not  forsaken  Libe- 
ral principles  a * d that,  it  would  be  as  hard  to  do 
so  as  for  the  “ Ethiopian  to  change  bis  skin  or 
the  leopard  his  - pots.”  I feel  that,  I am  where  1 
ought  o be  and  where  I wish  every  liberal  in 
the  country  was  following  our  principles  to 
their  ‘ legitimate  end,  going  forward  and  no 
adhering  to  th«  ol  fogy  and  tory  principles  of 
keeping  <-very  thing  in  the  old  position  with- 
out in  dk  in  g an  advance,  and  opposing  every 
cli -ing",  i’tsi.  h.-can*e  it,  is  change.  As  I said,  I 
was  brought  no  a liberal,  as  I advanced  in  life 
I «ns?»im-d  the  leaders. of  the  liberal  par  y. 
When  1 ti  rst  me.  into  this  house,  under  a good 
d**al  > f 'empv.ad  >n  and  trial,  I sustained  Wil- 
liam Y-iung  and  Joseph  Howe  in  their  princi- 
ples, ar,-.l  if  1 am  o be  told  that  I am  deserting 
the  party  now  I reply  that,  I do  not,  feel 
ashamed  to fo1  low  the  liberal  par  excellence  of 
BrWsli  Amerie the  hon.  George  Brown  and 
Mr.  T h y oi  New  Brunswick,  men  who  aie 
) > hf» r • 1 - i "he  b- art’s  core,  men  wlio  have 
long  fought  for  the  principles  of  their  party, 


and  nn  ier  their  flag  and  in  their  ranks  I am 
not,  ashamed  to  stand.  Coming  home  I ask 
whether  when  I am  in  association  with  the  lead- 
er of  the  opposition  iu  ibis  Hons*  and  in  the 
other,  and  assisting  in  carrying  forward  he 
qustion  so  lo-  g and  so  of  en  proposed  by  the 
liberal  party  of  this  country,  I am  not  where 
a liberal  Imuld  be  found.  It,  was  no*  my  in- 
■ention  to  address  he  house  at  lengh.and  I. 
will  not  continue  longer.  The  principles  which 
l now  m dnt.aiu  a.r«  those  of  the  party  of  pro- 
gress ; we  have  with  us  the  young  men  of  Nova 
Scotia,  who  a, re  identified  wi  h im  future  pro 
gress — the  best  and  most  in  eh  gent  men  in  all 
the  provinces,  and  all  who  look  forward  to  be- 
ing not  merely  Nova  Scotians,  Oauadi  ins,  or 
New  Brim  wickers,  but  citizens  of  Bri  ish 
North  America,  and  all  who  desire  to  see  our 
country  occupying  her  true  position.  With 
their  assistance  these  objeo  s mus  be  soon  at- 
tained. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  TOWNSEND. 

Mr.  Townsend  spoke  substantially  as  fol- 
lows:—I feel  a great  .leal  of  reluctance  in  ris;ng 
to  address  the  house  on  the  present,  occasi  »n, 
when  1 see  all  the  legal  talent,  arrayed  against 
me  on  this  important  question.  I feel,  how- 
ever, that  I stand  here  with  the  great,  mass  of 
the  people  at,  my  back.  I contend  that  we  have 
no  right  to  deal  wirh  the  question;  the  people 
did  not  send  us  here  to  deal  with  it;  they  do 
not  yet  know  its  merits.  I cannot  believe  that* 
such  immense  advantages  will  spring  from 
Union  as  some  gentlemen  profess  to  see 
ahead.  You  can  not  force  trade  out  of  its  natu- 
ral channels.  The  S'ate  of  Maine,  and  not 
Nova  Scotia,  is  the  natural  frontage  of  Cana- 
da. The  interests  of  the  people  do  not,  lie  in 
the  direction  of  connection  wiih  Canada.  As 
far  as  toy  own  people  are  concerned,  1 know 
ifvouwereto  ask  them  if  they  would  pr»fer 
Annexation  to Confederati  >n,  they  would  an- 
swer, yes.  Their  commercial  interests  are 
intimately  hound  up  with  those  of  the 
Uni'ed  States,  and  it,  is  not  therefore  sur- 
prising that  such  a sendm-nt  should  prevail. — 
They  say,  give  us  connection  with  a country 
that  will  protect  us.  Canada  cannot  take  care 
of  us.  I do  not,  feel  this  way  myself,  hut  still 
I know  what,  I state  is  perfectly  correct.  I 
know  that,  simple  man  as  I am,  I cannon 
change  your  sentiments  on  this  question.  All 
rhe  leading  talent  of  the  hou.se  is  against,  it. — 
We  have  no  leader;  I do  not.  acknowledge  ’ho 
hon.  member  for  East  alifax  as  such.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  is  with  the  Govern- 
ment, on  this  question ; he  supports  diem  on 
the  School  Bill  and  Cm  federation,  and  lam 
only  surprised  that  he  is  not  one  of  their 
number.  1 deny  that  Mr.  Annand  is  my  lead- 
er. Can  I take  a in  m that  says  a thing  on  the 
street,  and  then  comes  here  to  prove  it?  I have 
yet  to  hear  the  arguments  to  satisfy  me  of  the 
necessity  for  this  Confederation.  Is  it  advisa- 
ble to  unite  with  a,  country  with  such  large 
debts  and  duties?  to  have  to  pay  for  the  en- 
largement of  her  canals,  and  extension  of  her 
railways?  A large  proportion  of  our  popula- 
tion are  fishermen  and  heavy  consumers,  and 
under  Confederation  when  you  increase  ’he 
du  ies  you  must  increase  their  expenses.  The 
Intercolonial  Railway  will  only  benefit  us  so 
far  as  it  connects  us  with  St.  John.  You  can- 
net  carry  flour  in  quantity  for  any  great  dis- 
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tanc«  ovm  tlm  uilways;  the  barrels  are  n jur- 
ed;  water  cumin  uuicanm  is  iwfiuiiely  pieieia- 
bl--.  U us  on ly  it*  wiu  er  t hat,  the  toad  w id  tie 
foun  t of  alt > particular  advantage.  Wliat  I 
fen-  i}  : t «.i  it  you  pass  this  uiwwure  m tlie 
mo»ie  prop  *seil  you  will  convulse  toe  coun  ry 
from  mm  riitl  luiiie  other.  All  we  it.)U;ie 
is  Hi  tie  allowed  to  uiau^ge  our  oau 
affairs  in  our  oau  way.  Ido  not.  thiuK 
Thai,  we  can  be  better  off  thru  wo  ae 
now  u tier  ai.y  circumstances.  Why 
not  i he,,  let  well  en  *ugh  alone,  and  cease  ois- 
turmog  me  e.owiiiiy  at  what  g*-iuteiueu  say  is 
a c.  ideal  [ie  tod  of  its  history?  Paw  Qoeo.i 
seheui  • is  ,s  g 'O  i i scheme  as  any  y oil  cau 
device,  bm  1 d.»  u -t  Want  auy  at  ail  l mow 
that  mv  const 1 1 u-  nts  are  t,o  a man  opposed  to 
the  pr  i|iosed  tJ. >u federal  ion,  ami  I am  deter 
miiii.i  to  s a,rd  by  i, belli.  1 feel  mat  -they  wid 
look  u -o  • 'he  i uese nt,  action  with  horror  aim 
ahum  My  people,  I say,  would  prefer  An- 
nexation io  Gontedera  ion,  but  only  lei.  a 
thou .•  d Fe  tans  c »me  among  tbe^:,  and  il  e 
fellows  would  not  be  heard  or.  Let  England 
or*  auadabe  assailed,  anti  two  thirds  of our 
young  men  will  voiuuteer  to  take  care  of  the 
country.  Buts'di  we  do  not  wish  to  be  hur- 
ried lu  to  on  federation.  We  want  the  people 
jo  have  a voice  lu  the  matter. 

SPEECH  OF  THE  HON.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

Hon  Atty  General  said:— I have  beeu  la- 
bouring mr  some  days  past  under  a hoarseness, 
whicu  is  not  at  all  pleasant,  and  1 do  not  feel 
now  in  a condition  to  do  justice  to  the  import- 
ant subject  before  the  House;  but  as  geutle- 
meu  appear  indisposed  to  speak  on  the  subject, 
I shall  eudeavour,  without  preparation,  to  give, 
my  thoughts  as  concisely  as  is  possible.  Tne 
ques.i m is  one  of  such  great  magnitude  that  i 
feel  1 am  hardly  doing  my  duty  In  addressing 
the  House  under  the  ciicumstauces  I have 
stated.  The.  present  question  is  one  which  is 
fraught  with  most  fi  uitful  consequences  to  the 
people  oi  th;s  province,  as  well  as  or  all  British 
North  America.  We  have  thrown  upon  us  a 
responsibility  by  the  tide  of  events  which  we 
must  assume,  unless  w e are  willing  to  tail  in 
the  duty  we  owe  to  the  people.  It  will  be  for 
gentlemen,  lookiug  at  the  whole  position 
calmly  auo  dispassionately,  to  deal  with  the 
question  as  subjects  of  our  beloved  Queen, 
anxious  to  perpetuate  the  connection  with  the 
British  Empiie.  All  considerations  of  party 
politics  should  be  laid  aside,  aud  no  influences 
should  prevail,  except  the  desire  to  arrive  at  a 
conclusion  that  w ill  benefit  the  people  whose 
interests  we  have  in  charge.  I coutcnd  that, 
as  subjects  of  the  Queen  of  England,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  province  of  Nova  &cotia,  we  have 
duties  now  to  uischarge  of  a most  onerous 
character.  We  have  been  accustomed  from 
our  childhood  to  take  an  interest  iu  the  great 
couu.ry  from  which  wo  have  sprung.  We 
have  drawn  from  that  country  the  principles 
that,  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  institu- 
tions. We  should  look  at  the  pre  sent  question, 
not  merely  in  the  capacity  of  provincial  repre- 
sentatives, but  as  subjects  ol'  the  great  empire 
of  Great  Britain.  1 hold  this  doctriue,  and  1 
believe  it  is  a patriotic  one,  that  wo  should 
cousider  in  our  deliberations  that  we  are  act- 
ing not.  only  for  the  advantage  of  Nova  Scotia 
but  also  iu  the  interests  of  the  great  empire  on 
which  the  sun  is  said  never  to  set.  i have 


lis.eued  with  some  interest  to  the  speech  just 
delivered  by  the  hou.  member  tor  Yarmouth 
(Mr.  fowui'emi),  and  although  I must  condemn 
liiis  tiisioyal  sentiments,  yet  l ieel  he  is  at  all 
eve  • ts  entitled  to  some  credit  lor  the  candor 
with  which  be  stated  them,  lean  understand 
that  hou.  member  coining  forward  and  pro- 
claiming to  ibe  House  aud  country  that  the 
people  ol  Yarmouth  have  no  loyalty  except 
w hat  puts  money  into  their  pockets.  We  can 
unto  island  that  argument  agaimt  the 
union  • f the  Provinces,  amt  m ed  not  theretore 
be  surprised  that  nine-ten  lbs  of  the  people  of 
mat  section  are  opposed  to  Goi. federation. — 

V\  e tlieielore  see  plainly  why  tin*  hou.  gentle- 
man is  opposed  to  a union  of  British  .North 
America.  We  can  underst, aim  gentlemen  who 
.u gtie  lies  way,  who  prefer  annexation  with 
the  *■  Siais  and  Stripes”  to  England's  “ Meteor 
ting,”  but  wliat  aie  we  ro  think  of  geniiemen 
who  come  forward  and  say  that  they  are 
actuated  by  very  different  mot.tv»  s— that  they 
wish  to  keep  up  liie  conned  ion  with  the 
British  Grown;  they  say  they  are  loyal,  but 
ihat.it  we  confederate,  we  musi  be  eventually 
annexed  to  the  United  States.  That  is  an 
argument  which  requires  some  explanation 
before  it  oan  satisfy  those  who  have  studied 
the  qu  istiou  of  uuiou  aud  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  a union  of  the  Provinces  is 
necessary  to  the  coutinu nice  of  their  connec- 
tion vvir,b  Great  Brit  tin,  and  their  only  safety 
against  annexation. 

When  the  resolution  was  passed  in  this 
House,  providing  fora  Conference  to  consider 
the  question  of  a union  or  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces, we  all  believed  that  a union  with  Cana- 
da was  impracticable  at  that  time — that  she 
would  not,  be  moved  by  an  appeal  from  these 
colonies — that  any  movement  on  our  part  w ould 
not  influence  her.  That  was  the  sole  reason 
why  Cauada  is  not  included  in  the  resolution 
in  question.  We  believed  that  union  of  the 
Man  ime  Provinces  was  alone  practicable,  and 
that, it  would  lead  to  the  larger  Union.  A dele- 
gat, iou  w as  sent  to  Charlottetown,  but  betore  it 
took  place  wbat  was  announced  in  all  the  news- 
papers? Wliat-  was  (.everywhere  known  and 
understood?  What,  was  the  understanding  of 
every  man  that  went  on  that, delegation?  Why, 
that  ilie  delegates  ot  the  Maritime  Provinces 
were  to  meet  a delegation  lrom  Canada  at 
Charlottetown  in  reference  to  a,  Union  ot  Bri- 
tish North  America.  Gentlemen,  now  busily 
oo.  upied  in  opposing  uuiou,  were  aware  what 
was  to  take  place  at  that  convention.  1 have 
no  In  sitatiou  in  sayitig  that  the  tact  was  known 
to  Mr.  Howe,  aud  publicly  stated  in  bis  pre- 
sence at  the  dinner  given  to  the  Canadian  gen- 
tlemen, but  wbo,  in  a number  of  articles,  has 
been  obstructing  union  lor  the  last  eighteen 
months — who  has  called  those  connected  with 
ttm  Quebec  scheme  “traitors” ; thereby  stigma- 
tizing his  own  political  friends  and  allies  as 
well  as  those  who  have  been  opposed  to  him  in 
public  life.  He  has  charged  them  with  having 
sold  ami  bartered  away  the  rights  ol  the  people 
of  the  country,  and  wheu  a gentleman  uuder 
his  own  hand,  makes  such  charges  against 
others,  he  need  not  be  surprised  that  they  are 
throvvu  back  against  the  individual  who  made 
them.  That  gentleman  knew  that  the  Dele- 
gates were  to  meet  for  the  purpose  stated.  He 
i did  not  wait,  to  be  asked  to  jom  ihat  delega- 
tion, but  personally  solicited  the  appointment. 
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When  he  was  appointed  and  found  that  a man- 
of-war  wus  ^eady  to  take  him  to  Newfoundland,  j 
and  that  he  could  not  go  to  Prince  Edward  Ik-  j 
land,  lie  expressed  his  deep  regret  that  he  could 
not  join  us.  Believing  and  expecting  that 
something  would  grow  out  of  that  meeting,  he 
wrote  to  the  Government  expressing  regret 
that  he  could  not  join  the  delegation,  hut  that 
when  he  returned  in  October  he  would  be  hap- 
py  to  aid  them  in  any  scheme  that  might  he  ar- 
ranged. It.  is  not  necessary  tor  me  to  go  over 
the  evidence  that  he  was  always  in  favor  of  a 
union  of  the  Provinces.  Whilst  conducting  a 
leading  public  journal  head  voeated  itforyears;  I 
within  these  walls  lie  repeatedly  referred  to 
the  subject  in  a manner  that  was  calculated  to 
bring  conviction  to  the  people  of  this  country. 
Who  does  not  remember  the  sto\y  he  told  so 
often  that  when  he  arrived  in  Liverpool  a con- 
sul from  the  United  States,  the  bearer  of  im- 
portant despatches,  was  allowed  to  go  ashore, 
whilst  he  had  to  remain  in  the  ship  Should  a 
Colonist,  he  said,  be  considered  so  little  entitled 
to  consideration?  Should  not  the  Colonies  as- 
sume a position  that  would  entitle  them  to 
more  respect  among  the  nations  of  the  world? 

I am  not  going  to  recapitulate  what  occurred 
at  Charlottetown,  or  enter  into  any  elaborate 
exposition  ot  the  necessity  and  advantages  of 
union  ; it.  has  been  throughly  discussed  in  the 
press  and  on  t^e  platform,  and  on  the  floors  of 
this  House.  J have  yet  to  hear,  in  this  debate, 
anything  on  the  subject  that  has  not  been  often 
said  before.  It  is  complained  that  there  are 
eleven  lawyers  in  this  House  in  favor  of  the 
scheme;  but  are  not  the  best  minds  in  the  coun- 
try also  supporting  it  ? I need  not  tell  gentle- 
men who  are  opposing  this  great  measure  of 
intercolonial  progress,  and  who  the  “ he  id  cen- 
tre” is.  He  is  well  known  in  this  House  and 
country;  he  has  been  receiving  pay  from  the 
Imperial  Government  for  the  past  two  years, 
but,  exposed  to  th  views  of  that  Government, 
has  beetisecretly  using  every  means  to  thwart, 
them  and  at  the  same,  time  tried  to  de'ude  the 
people  by  a letter  that  he  was  not  opposing  the 
measure  in  any  shape.  Now  that  his  pay  ha 
ceased,  the  mask  in  thrown  off,  and  we  find 
him  openly  in  antagonism  to  the  measure 
which  he  pretended  he  had  not  endeavored  to 
thwart.  He,  a servant  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, has  been  for  months  past  insidiously  la 
boring  to  destroy  a scheme  that  he  knew  had 
seemed  the  approval  of  that  Government,  of 
the  British  Parliament  and  people,  and  the  best 
minds  in  British  North  America.  This  is  a 
free  country,  and  every  m m is  at  liberty  to 
write  what  be  wishes;  but  there  are  respousi 
bilities  thrown  upon  some  persons  in  reference 
to  many  public  measures  that  should  induce 
them  to  act  w ith  great  discretion.  Thatfliscre- 
tion  has  not  been  observed  l>y  Mr.  Howe.  He 
has  forgotten  the  responsibility  that  he  owes  to 
the  people  of  this  country.  He  was  not  called 
upon  as  a public  man,  forlie  occupied  no  posi- 
tion in  this  country  that  required  his  action, 
hut  he  has  gone  out  of  his  way  to  oppose  this 
measure, ana  to  sland<  r and  vtllify  members  of 
this  House,  on  both  sides.  We  are  told  that 
this  is  the  patriot  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  that 
therefore  he  is  entitled  to  consideration.  Let 
us  see  the  position  that  the  hon.  gentleman  oc- 
cupies before  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia,  ai  d 
scrutinize  his  claims  to  the  confidence  of  the 


country.  He  went  to  England  on  a railway 
mission,  three  or  four  years  ago,  and  entered 
into  an  arrangement  by  which  the  people  of 
this  province  would  have  to  pay  t hree  and  a 
half  twelfths  of  the  entire  cost  of  the  inte:  colon- 
ial Railway,  and  then  came  hack  and,  by  the 
pgwerof  a small  majority,  whi’st  an  employee 
of-' the  British  Government,  passed  an  act  to 
carry  it  out.  Now,  when  the  road  is  to  be 
built  on  most  advantageous  terms,  he  is  found 
opposinga  scheme  of  union  without,  which  its 
construction  must  be  delayed  for  years  He 
went  to  the  county  of  Lunenburg  at  the  general 
election  in  1863,  and  the  people  rejected  him  by 
an  overwhelming  majority.  He  has  since  then 
been  in  the  pay  of  the  Brifi-li  Government,  but 
<luring  that,  time  what,  evidence  did  lie  give  of 
his  patriotism  ? Did  he  serve  the  interests  of 
the  people  on  any  single  occasion  ? No;  his 
patriotism  was  subdued  by  his  salary. 

This  gentleman,  whose  ability  is  undoubted, 
whose  speeches  I have  listened  to  on  ilie  floor 
of  this  House  with  the  greatest  interest,  as- 
sumes to  be  the  guide  of  the  people.  Let  us 
see  what  claims  he  has  to  that,  position.  We 
all  know'  that  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  was  en- 
tered into  in  1854.  It  came  to  he  ratified  in  this 
House, and  win  re  do  we  find  that  hon.  nn  ruber? 
We  found  him  endeavoring  to  defeat  that  mea- 
sure, and  dividing  the  House  on  the  question. 
If  the  hon.  member  had  been  successful,  we 
would  never  have  had  any  Reciprocity  Treaty, 
as  far  as  Nova  Scotia  is  concerned,  and  the  ad- 
vantages of  that  measure  and  the  favorable 
position  it  now  so  strongly  • nabl  s us  to  take 
in  (iealing  with  that  question,  would  have  been 
wholly  lost.  Again,  the  quest,  on  of  the  settle- 
mein  of  the  Mines  and  Minerals  came  up  for 
consideration  in  1858.  It  was  arranged  by  a 
gentleman  taken  from  each  sMeo*  the  House — 
by  the  present  Judge  in  Equity  and  »he  hon. 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  Mr.  Howe  led  up  an 
opposition  to  the  measure,  arid  did  all  in  his 
power  to  frustrate  the  arrangements  that  the 
delegates  had  made  in  London.  These  were 
two  important  questions  whi  h have  proved 
most  advantageous  to  the  people,  and  yet  Mr. 
Howe,  the  patriot,  was  found  throwing  obsta- 
cles in  their  way.  Again,  the  hon.  gentleman 
became  a railway  commissioner,  and  I need 
not  remind  the  House  that,,  in  1856,  he  was  con- 
stantly found  hut.tou-holing  members,  and  en- 
deavoring to  upset  the  Government,  of  his  own 
party,  whose  subordinate  officer  he  was.  If 
that  Government,  which  he  represented  as  rest- 
ing over  a volcano,  was  not  immediately 
broken  up,  it  was  not  his  fault..  Things  went 
on  this  way  until  1857,  when  the  Gou  lay  shanty 
riots  occurred.  We  all  remember  the  religious 
animosities  that  were  excited.  Who  was  the 
origin?  This  same  gentleman.  He  destroyed 
his  own  political  friends  by  forcing  measures 
upou  them  which  they  could  not  with  safety 
adopt,  and  which  divided,  as  he  knew  it  would, 
his  own  party.  He  raised  religious  strife  in  this 
country  for  his  own  personal  objects,  and  ex- 
cited neighbor  against  neighbor  who  lmd  lived 
for  years  in  peace  and  quietude.  He  managed 
by  this  means  to  get  into  power  in  1859,  hut  do 
you  think  he  endeavored  to  preserve  ct  nsis- 
tenoy  of  action?  Nothing  of  the  kind.  After 
his  success,  by  a small  majority,  which  was 
subsequently  melting  away,  and  feeling  the 
power  unrighteously  obtained  last  slipping 
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away,  and  in  order  to  avert  it,  he  did  not  hesi' 
tate  to  seek  aid  from  the  very  men  he  had  pro' 
scribed,  and  to  assert  that  his  professions  to 
others  were  false,  and  that  he  had  only  wanted 
a little  capital  by  which  to  get  back  into  power 
This  is  tiie  gentleman  who  now  attempts  to 
deal  with  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  tell 
them  that  they  should  follow  his  advice,  he 
has  been  opposed  to  the  continuance  in  office 
of  the  present  Government,  and  he  made  over- 
tures to  Opposition  gentlemen  likely  to  support 
the  Confederation  scheme,  asked  them  not  to 
allow  the  present  Government  to  carry  it,  that 
if  they  would  only  h lp  him  to  overthrow  the 
present  Administration  he  and  they  might,  if 
necessary,  pass  the  measure  when  they  got  into 
power.  1 am  not  making  this  statement  rashly. 
I can  prove  it  by  what  has  passed  between  them 
within  and  without  the  walls  of  this  building. 
His  opposition  is,  I am  sa  tisfied,  not  so  much  to 
Union  as  that  the  men  in  power  should  carry 
the  measure.  That  is  the  patriotism  that  in 
Alienees  the  hon.  member. 

There  is  another  gentleman  opposite  who  op- 
poses this  measure,  and  that  is  the  hon.  member 
for  East  Halifax.  I regret  to  say  anything  se- 
vere about  that  gentleman,  for  he  has  passed 
through  au  ordeal  in  this  house  which  entitles 
him  to  coramisseration.  He  endeavored  to 
blackeu  the  character  of  men  connected  with 
the  Quebec  scheme.  We  all  know  the  state- 
ment made  concerning  Hon. George  Brown,  and 
the  refutation  it  has  met,  even  from  his  attempt 
at  escape  by  deuyinghis  own  words,  uttered  in 
our  presence.  I ask  the  hon.  member  to  consid- 
er the  positiouhe  occupies  on  this  question.  I 
am  prepared  to  prove  by  the  most  conclusive 
evidence  that  the  hon  member,  witlim  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks,  would  have  been  willing  to 
go  for  this  very  resolution,  without  any  stipu 
lation  as  t.o  an  appeal  to  the  people.  What  has 
ohauged  the  hon  member  since?  Have  there 
been  any  new  arrivals  in  this  country  since  he 
formed  and  uttered  this  iutention?  Has  there 
been  any  influence  brought  to  bear  upon  him? 
A gentiema  > has  written  article  after  article 
on  the  subject,  who  has  stated  deliberately  that 
he  would  be  willing  to  support  this  scheme, 
now  comes  here  and  tells  us  that  he  has  yet 
to  hear  “ the  first  argument  in  favor  of  union 
with  Canada.”  He  attempted  to  define  his 
position  the  other  day,  but  I am  quite  sure  that 
when  he  was  done,  nobody  knew  where  to  find 
him. 

On  the  several  occasions  that  this  question 
has  been  before  the  House,  1 have  not  said  a 
single  word  on  the  subject.  It  was  one  of  those 
questions  that  1 did  not  wish  to  deal  hasrily 
with;  I was  anxious  to  ascertain  how  it  could 
be  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  public  in- 
terests, and  how  far  the  measure  could  be  prac- 
tically dealt  with.  We  went  to  Quebec,  and  I 
listened  attentively  to  the  arguments  in  con- 
nection with  the  subject  of  Union.  When;  I 
saw  that  a practicable  scheme  could  be  matur- 
ed which  would  do  justice  to  all  interests,  aud 
believing  it  was  necessary  for  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  people  of  British  North  Ame- 
rica, then  alone  did  I consent  to  be  a party  to 
it.  As  respects  the  Quebec  Scheme,  I may 
state  that  1 had  my  doubts  as  to  the  correctness 
of  some  of  its  features,  and  divided  the  conven- 
tion on  them.  I objected  to  the  pardoning 
power  givnn  to  the  local  governors,  who  are 
simply  delegates  from  the  General  Govern- 


ment, believing  that  feature  would  be  regaided 
by  the  British  Government  as  against  principle. 
I objected  again  to  that  portion  of  the  scheme 
by  which  the  number  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil is  stereotyped;  I held  that  it  was  preferable 
to  contiaue  the  principle  of  the  British  Consti- 
tution, which  allowed  the  Crown  to  add  to  the 
number  of  the  Upper  House,  but  I was  over- 
ruled by  the  allegation  of  the  difficulty  of  ar- 
ranging the  numbers  which  might  be  added  so 
as  not  to  alter  the  relative  numbers  from  all 
the  Provinces.  I felt,  however,  although  op- 
posed to  some  of  the  details,  that  it  would  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  Provinces  to  adopt  it  as  a 
whole.  I felt  that  whilst  they  remain  isolated, 
instead  of  becoming  more  intimately  connect- 
ed and  better  acquainted,  they  were  likely  to 
become  more  and  more  antagonistic  to  each 
other.  I had  before  me  the  position  of  two  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  which  came  nearly  to  war  in 
consequence  of  some  financial  dispute  between 
them.  Some  goods  were  seized  by  the  one,  and 
attempted  to  be  rescued  by  the  other,  and  they 
were  only  restrained  from  the  adoption  of  ex- 
treme measures  by  being  Colonies  instead  of 
independent  countries.  We  have  trade  rela- 
tions between  the  Provinces  that  are  injurious 
to  all  of  them. 

The  hon.  member  for  East  Halifax  says  that 
we  can  have  changes,  and  those  relations  im- 
proved without  union.  Well,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man tried  that  on  one  occasion,  and  found  that 
the  difficulties  that  met  him  were  of  a most  in- 
surmountable character.  We  are  told  that  the 
currency  could  be  assimilated,  but  the  hon. 
member  must  have  changed  his  opinions  on 
ibis  subject  very  recently,  or  he  would  not  now 
desire  to  alter  or  assimilate  the  currency.  A 
few  years  ago  I introduced  a bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  the  country  a decimal  currency, 
founded  on  the  basis  of  the  American,  Canadi- 
an and  New  Brunswick  currency;  but  he  voted 
against  it,  and  he  and  his  party  did  all  they 
could  to  prevent  us  assimilating  our  currency 
to  that  of  the  neighboring  States  aud  Provinces. 

The  hon.  member  deuies  that  Union  can  in- 
crease our  capacity  for  defence,  but  no  one  is 
likely  to  believe  that  bis  opinions  are  entitled 
to  greater  weight  than  the  eminent  statesmen 
and  generals  who  have  given  their  views  on 
the  subject.  At  present  each  of  the  provinces 
looks  to  its  own  safety,  and  does  not  trouble 
itself  much  about  its  neighbour.  We  can  hear 
with  comparative  quietude  that  the  Fenians 
are  abou  to  land  in  New  Brunswick,  but  if  wo 
hear  that  Nova  Scotia  is  endangered  and  its 
soil  invaded,  our  blood  is  excited,  and  we  feel 
we  must  rise  and  defend  our  hearths  and 
homes.  If  we  were  all  united  in  one,  if  the 
Canadian  felt  that  the  soil  of  Nova  Scotia  is 
as  dear  to  him  as  that  of  Canada— ii  Nova 
Sco  ia  felt  that  Canada  is  a part  of  itself— we 
would  all  have  a greater  guarantee  of  security. 
We  are  told  that  disunited  we  can  as  effectu- 
ally defend  ourselves.  I would  call  attention 
to  the  position  of  Wellington  in  Spain.  Whilst 
trammeled  by  the  orders  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, Spanish  Junta,  etc.,  he  was  powerless, 
but  the  moment  he  determined  to  act  on  his 
own  responsibility,  success  crowned  his  arms* 
Everybody  must  see  the  great  advan  age  that 
is  derived  from  the  concentration  of  authority 
in  one  hand.  The  most,  powerful  government 
for  speedy  action  is  that  which  is  despotic.  If 
we  have  one  concentrated  authority  in  the 
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country — one  general  command — our  strength 
•will  he  vastly  increased,  by  the  ability  to  con- 
centrare  force  when  necessary  at  any  import- 
ant point.  The  lion,  member  for  East  Halifax 
•would  have  the  people  of  the  province  pay 
pound  for  pound  with  those  of  Liverpool,  Man- 
chester aod  Loudon,  and  leave  the  expendi- 
ture to  the  British  Government  irresponsible 
of  any  power.  We  would  then  have  no  con- 
trol over  the  expendiiure,  and  could  no  super- 
vise those  who  would  expend  the  moneys  thus 
raised.  If  we  were  united  under  one  Govern- 
ment, and  had  one  central  Legislature,  then 
the  mo  .ey  would  be  under  its  control  ; and 
our  own  representatives  would  see  that  it  was 
judiciously  expended. 

The  bon.  member  for  East  Halifax  told  us 
that  the  necessities  of  Canada  forced  them  to 
unite  with  us.  I tell  the  hon.  gentleman  Union 
was  spoken  of,  and  introduced  by  the  gentle- 
mau  whose  mouth-piece  be  is,  long  before  it  wa  s 
thought  of  seriously  in  Canada.  They  had  no 
necessities  that  forced  them  to  a union  with 
the  Maritime  Provinces.  All  that  they  had  to 
do  was  to  agree  to  the  principle  that  is  intro- 
duced into  the  Quebec  scheme,  Representation 
by  population  ; and  I believe  they  will  be 
found  ready  to  adopt  that  principle  in  their 
own  local  affairs  if  this  scheme  fails.  When 
this  question  is  settled,  they  have  no  important 
difficulties  to  disturb  them.  If  the  question  of 
Union  has  attained  its  present  position  rapid- 
ly, it  has  been  aided  by  the  resolution  that  his 
own  government  introduced  and  carried  in 
this  House  some  years  ago  without  a division. 
When  Canada  found  that  the  Lower  Provinces 
were  taking  measures  for  a union  among  them- 
selves, her  public  men  asked  if  we  could  not 
unire  in  a Confederation  of  all  th8  Provinces. 
When  we  went  to  Charlottetown,  we  found 
that,  owing  to  the  opposition  both  of  New 
Brunswick  and  P.  E.  Island,  the  smaller  Union 
was  impracticable.  Not  a word  was  said  about 
union  with  Canada  until  it  was  found  that 
union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  could  not  be 
brought  about.  I may  add,  that  the  question 
of  a Legislative  union  of  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces was  again  brought  up  at  the  Quebec 
Convention.  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  urged 
that  union,but  gentlemen  representing  * he  two 
provinces  named  would  not  consent  to  that 
nnion.  If,  therefore,  the  Maritime  union  has 
not  been  carried,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  Nova 
Scotia' or  Canada. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  financial 
necessities  of  Canada.  We  know  from  our 
own  experience  that  the  revenue  will  fall  off 
considerably  during  some  years  ; one  yeai 
Nova  Scoria  had  a deficiency  of  £39,000.  Three 
9 r four  years  in  succession  of  failure  of  crops  af- 
fected the  importations  into  Canada,  and  con- 
ftequeBtly  caused  «*  deficiency  in  the  revenue, 
but  I can  assure  gentlemen  that  Canada  is  not 
now  in  any  position  to  require  assistance.  Yet 
gentlemen  who  would  object  to  Confederation 
with  Canada  for  fear  of  extra  taxation,  would 
Jiave  no  unwillingness  to  annex  us  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  its  immense  war  debt  and  ex- 
2iau«ting  taxation,  Canada  now  is  as  pros- 
perous as  any  portion  of  the  globe. 

Tbo  hon.  member  told  us  that  the  Imperial 
Government  had  no  policy  until  after  the  re- 
port of  the  delegates.  In  this  he  may  he  cor- 
rect. The  British  government,  looking  at  the 
ffftp.r.  that  leading  men  representing  both  politi- 


cal parties  in  the  provinces  were  in  favour  of 
union,  and  had  adopted  a measure  for  their 
confederation,  had  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  they  represented  the  feelings  aud  wishes 
'of  the  couutry  When  the  British  public  saw 
that  the  Colonies  were  entertaining  the  scheme 
for  Union — that  the  leading  men  had  concur- 
red in  its  details,  they  felr .that,  this  was  a mea- 
sure that  invited  their  serious  consideration 
and  approval.  I tell  the  bon.  member  for 
Shelburne  that  it  is  not  only  Mr.  Cardwell 
who  has  spoken  strongly  on  this  question  ; if 
he  did  not  support  it,  I believe  he  could  not 
remain  in  uis  present,  position.  No  govern- 
ment could  be  formed  in  England  unless  it  eu- 
couraged  and  stimulated  this  union,  for  public 
opinion  in  that  country  is  almost  unanimously 
in  faVor  of  that  scheme.  L know  bis  from 
leading  supporters  as  well  as  opponents  of 
i bat  government. 

I have  already  pointed  to  some  of  the  parties 
who  are  opposing  the  Union  of  fhe  British 
North  American  Provinces.  I bare  shown  yon 
that  some  of  these  gentlemen  profess  to  be 
Annexationists  to  the  American  Republic. — 
But  we  ha(l  on  the  promulgation  of  the  Que- 
bec scheme  opposition  from  another  quarter. — 
It  will  be  remembered  That  there  was  a paper 
published  in  Halifax  under  the  not  very  eu- 
phonious title  of  the  -Bullfrog,  patronised  and 
encouraged  very  largely  by  gentlemen  in  the 
An'i-Confederate  interest.  This  paper  was 
edited  principally  by  gentlemen  in  the  Royal 
Artillery  in  this  garrison,  who  have  since  pub- 
lished a work  on  Confederation,  which  I find 
reviewed  in  an  English  paper.  I must  say  that, 
if  the  Review  expresses^  tbeirviews,  these  gen- 
tlemen have  been  guilty  of  the  grossest  libel 
upon  the  loyal  people  of  Nova  Sco  ia  that  was 
ever  penned.  When  we  look  at  a man’s  con- 
duct in  all  its  relations,  then  only  can  we  form 
a just  conclusion  as  to  the  motives  that  actuate 
him.  I wfll  now  read  t,o  you  from  a review  of 
the  work  in  question: — 

The  Confederation  of  British  North  America.  By  E. 

C Bolton  and  R.  H.  kbher,  Royal  Artillery. — 

London:  Chapman  and  Rail 

The  authors  ot  this  volume  go  dead  against,  a 
scheme  wtdeh  was  received  with  much  approval  in 
this  country,  and  was  believed  to  have  been  also,  on 
ihe  whole,  lavourably  looked  upon  in  the  colon  es  — 
We  mean,  of  course,  the  proposal  for  the  Confedera- 
tion of  the  British  North  American  Provinces.  It 
seem  , however,  according  to  the  authors  of  the  work 
before  us.  that  we  were  ail  wrong  on  the  subject  — 
Confederation,  they  declar-.  is  neither  possihle  nor 
desirable— indeed,  is  not  desired,  in  vhe  wide  sense  of 
the  word,  at  all.  The  maritime  provinces,  white 
they  are  favorable  to  a federation  among  themselves, 
are  bitterly  iniudcal  to  a union  with  Canada;  while 
all  the  Colonies— Canada,  New  Brunswick.  Nova  Sco- 
tia, Prince  Edward  Island— are  much  more  inclined,  to 
be  annexed  to  the  United,  States  han  to  the  confedera- 
tion proposed,  and  only  value  British  connection  for 
the  s dee.  of  Imperial  expenditure  among  them  The 
Confederation  scheme  the  authors  pronounce  to  be  a 
farce;  and,  if  carried  out.  a ruinous  farce.  The  colo- 
nies wish  to  do  nothing,  and  wilt  do  nothing  to  pro- 
vide defence  s for  them^plves.  the  mother  country, 
th*y  think,  cannot  do  wifbout  them— in  fact,  would 
sink  into  the  position  of  a ihird-rate  power  were  her 
American  colonies  severed  from  her,  while  they 
would  still  retain  their  trade  with  th^  Uuifed  States, 
with  England  and  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  The 
pe  pie  of  all  the  Provinces  are , tee  are  told  far  more 
Yaulcee  than  British  in  their  characters  and  their  ha- 
bits, and  even  in  their  sympathies ; and  the  loyalty  to 
the  Crown,  of  which  we  hear  so  much  is.ij  we  may 
trust  Messrs.  Bolton  and,  Webber,  only  a mere  lip  af- 
fair, put  on  to  keep  up  appearances  and  induce  a con - 
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tinuance  of  grants  for  public  ivories,  for  fortifications, 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  troops  in  the  provinces  and 
of  the  navy  on  the  station.” 

Here  you  see  the  supporters  of  the  Anti-Con- 
federation doctrines  perpetrating  this  disgrace- 
ful libel  upon  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia.  I 
hold  that  these  gentlemen  are  no  worse,  how- 
ever, than  those  who  here  advocate  aunexa 
tion.  We  are  told  that  our  loyalty  is  only  a 
mere  lip  service,  that  we  value  British  connec- 
tion only  for  the  advantages  it  brings  with  it  — 
for  the  money  it  affords  us  in  connection  with 
naval  and  military  expenditures.  I ask  the 
hon  member  for  East  Halifax  and  those  who 
are  associating  with  him,  ought  they  not  to  be 
proud  of  their  connection  with  these  gentle- 
men who  hus  libel  our  country? 

We  are  told  that  we  should  not  go  into  this 
Union — that  Nova  Scotia  is  now  happy  and 
prosperous,  and  does  not  require  union  to 
make  her  more  so.  Let  me  ask  how  are  we 
going  to  provide  for  the  continuance  of  that 
prosperity?  Who  of  all  the  Anticonfederates 
can  show  us  where,  without  union,  we  will  be 
in  two  years?— who  can  guarantee  us  our  po- 
sition for  that  period  or  less  time?  We  only 
jeopardize  it  whilst  we  remain  isolated  as  at 
present.  Look  at  the  geographical  position  of 
Nova  Scotia,  at  her  great  resources,  and  ask  it 
she  should  not  wish  to  be  even  more  prosper- 
ous than  she  actually  is,  or  without  union  can 
ever  expect  to  be.  What  is  it  that  placed 
England  in  her  present  exalted  position 
among  the  nations  of  the  world?  What  is  it 
that  has  given  her  continued  supremacy  on 
the  sea,  and  as  a manufacturing  country? 
Her  miues  of  coal  and  iron.  What  have  we  in 
Nova  Scotia?  She  is  partly  a fishing  and 
partly  an  agricultural  country,  but  she  has 
also  most  valuable  mineral  resources  only  in 
the  infancy  of  their  development.  If  you  con- 
sider her  water  power,  and  mines  of  coal  and 
iroD,  and  her  geographical  situation,  you  see 
all  the  elements  of  a great  manufacturing 
country  on  this  side  of  the  country.  Whilst 
we  have  no  market  we  cannot  expect  to  see 
our  manufacturing  system  develop  itself,  but 
if  we  had  a market  of  four  millions  of  consu- 
mers, then  we  might  expect,  in  a fair  competi- 
tion, to  see  them  progress.  Give  her  the  popu- 
lation, and  I am  confident  that  she  will  take  a 
position  in  the  manufacturing  world  that  no 
country  of  the  same  size  can  far  surpass. 

We  are  told  that  we  can  have  free  trade 
without  union,  but  that  cannot  be  proved;  we 
are  told  ir,  I repeat,  but  not  the  slightest  evi- 
dence is  adduced  to  show  how  we  can  obtain 
it.  There  are  intercolonial  commercial  rival- 
ries that  prevent  that  object  being  attained  as 
applicable  to  manufactures.  Wherever  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  in  this  direction,  failure 
has  followed,  and  will  follow  hereafter.  No- 
thing is  more  certain  than  the  truth  of  the 
principle  that  when  you  attach  a small  coun- 
try having  all  the  elements  of  manufacturing, 
to  a greater  one  with  a large  population,  you 
benefit  that  smaller  country.  Situated  as  we 
are  on  the  broad  Atlantic,  with  our  ports  open 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  with  our  fisheries, 
mineral  and  other  resources,  we  may  become 
the  entrepot  for  a large  extra  trade  between 
the  o'her  British  North  American  colonies  and 
the  West  Indies  and  other  parts  of  the  world, 
and  only  require  a union  with  a larger  cou  - 
try  to  become  great  and  prosperous  to  an  unli- 


mited degree.  A trade  will  arise  that  will 
give  employment  to  our  shipping,  and  we  may 
at  (l  will,  no  doubt,  add  largely  to  that  ship- 
ping  and  the  amount  of  our  carrying  trade. 
But,  sir,  if  no  increased  prosperity  will  re-* 
ultfrom  union,  I again  ask  who  cau  guaran- 
ee  to  Nova  Scotia  the  position  she  now  occu- 
pies ? Look  at  the  sta-e  of  things  on 
this  continent,  and  ask  yourselves  is  not  the 
danger  imminent  if  we  remain  isolated  as  at 
present.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  able  to 
get  by  the  union  a guarantee  of  the  continu- 
ance and  increase  of  this  prosperity— if  we  can. 
by  it  perpetuate  the  connection  with  the  great 
Empire  of  which  we  form  a part,  is  it  not  our 
duty  as  well  as  interest  to  do  so  without  de- 
lay, and  not  risk  the  continuance  o'  that  con- 
nection by  a selfish  and  exclusive  policy 
against  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  people  who 
protect  us.  * 

We  are  told  by  the  hon.  member  for  East 
Halifax  that  there  is  a sentiment  prevalent  in 
England  in  favor  of  getting  rid  of  these  Colo- 
nies. I had  a bettes  opportunity  than  the 
hon.  gentleman  of  judging  the  state  of  public 
opinion,  and  I travelled  over  the  country  more 
than  he  did.  I can  unhesitatingly  state  that 
in  no  part  of  the  mother  country  did  I discover 
any  such  sentiment  as  he  speaks  of.  We  have 
heard  of  the  Manchester  school  of  politicians 
who  are  said  to  he  unfavorably  disposed  to- 
wards these  Colonies  of  the  Crown;  and  de- 
sirous for  their  separation.  That  party  is 
small,  if  it  is  all,  which  I very  much  doubt; 
and  it  certainly  does  not  represent  the  senti- 
ment of  the  people.  I had  the  honour  on  one 
occasion,  during  my  late  visit  to  England,  of 
sitting  down  to  a luncheon,  at  Kocbdale,  a lit- 
tle out  of  Manchester,  with  some  one  hundred 
gentlemen  of  standing  and  influence.  I was 
presented  to  them  during  the  entertainment  as 
having  one  been  of  the  delegates  who  went 
^rom  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Quebec  Conference,  to 
frame  the  scheme  of  the  Union  of  the  Provin- 
ces. I can  only  say  that  the  statement,  was  re- 
ceived with  universal  applause,  and  I was  call- 
ed upon  to  respond  to  the  toast.  I never  felt 
prouder  in  my  life  than  to  hear  in  that  very 
heart  of  the  Manchester  distrietthe  cheers  that 
rang  from  one  end  of  the  building  to  the  other, 
when  I promulgated  the  opinion  that  it 
would  not  be  long  before  the  Colonies  were 
united.  A few  politicians  representing  that . 
part  of  the  country  may  spout  such  ideas*, 
but  I am  certain  tbe  hearts  of  the  peQ-, 
pie  are  not  with  them.  I believe 
a similar  feeling  prevails  among  all  classes  q£ 
the  people  of  Great  Britain.  If  any  such  sen- 
timent, be  entertained  by  paries  in  England, 
as  the  bon  member  says,  it  is  perhaps  not,  difir- 
cult  to  account  for  it.  Persons  there  may  be 
deluded  into  the  idea  that  the  Maritime  ebo- 
nies are  opposed  to  Confederation,  thanks  to 
the  hon  member  and  his  associates.  But  if  the 
hon  member  is  correct,  and  England  does 
wish  to  throw  us  off,  what,  then,  is  to  bo  our 
fate?  Where  are  we?  What  country  do  we 
belong  to?  What  must  be  the  fate  of  350  OOQ 
people  left  isolated*and  alone?  Annexation 
must  inevitably  follow.  Therefore  admiring 
that  such  a feeling  does  exist  in  the  mother 
country,  we  have  an  additional  argument  in 
favor  of  the  necessity  of  Confederation— of  a 
union  that  will  give  unity  and  solidity;  a po- 
pulation of  four  millions  of  soma  bQund  toge* 
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therby  the  closest  ties,  determined  to  aid  and 
strengthen  one  another,  and  perpetuate  the 
hallowed  connection  wi'h  our  honored  parent. 
If  the  mother  country  receives  from  us  a pledge 
of  earnestness  in  this  matter,  and  believes  that 
our  great  object  is  »o  keep  up  the  connection 
with  her,  she  will  feel  doubly  bound  to  give 
renewed  assurances  for  the  continuance  of 
that  connection,  and  to  sustain  and  protect  us 
in  the  hour  of  need.  She  will  feel  that  the  co- 
lonies united  in  one  great  count  y will  be  a 
source  of  strength?  instead  of  weakness.  If 
the  colonies  are  consolidated— if  they  present 
a united  population  of  millions  of  loyal  sub- 
jects, England  will  feel  a greater  degree  of  se- 
curity than  she  can  possibly  do  while  they  re- 
main mere  isolated  communities  without  unity 
of  purpose  or  design. 

We  are  told  that  it  is  unconstitutional  to 
pass  the  Resolution  before  the  house— that  the 
questicn  should  be  referred  to  the  people  at 
the  polls,  but  where  is  the  argument  that  has 
been  adduced  in  support  of  this  proposition? 
We  are  told  that  it  is  a terriSle  thing  to  take 
away  the  rights  of  the  people.  Do  these  gen- 
tlemen correctly  estimate  the  position  we  oc- 
cupy? Do  they  forget  that  we  have  certain 
responsibilities  as  forming  a portion  of  the  Em- 
pire of  Great  Britain?  We  have  a constitu- 
tion of  our  own,  1 admit,  and  have  the  right 
to  manage  our  own  local  affairs.  We  had  con- 
ceded #o  us  years  ago  the  principle  of  Respon- 
sible Government:  but  did  we  also  obtain  the 
right,  of  exercising  it  against  the  rest  of  the 
Empire  on  a question  involving  Imperial  as 
well  as  Inter-colonial  interests?  Are  we  to 
use  it  to  the  detriment  of  the  mother-country 
and  the  sister-colonies?  When  Responsible 
Government  was  conceded  to  us,  the  principle 
of  total  independence  did  not  accompany  it. — 
We  may  pass  an  act  here,  but  it  must  be  rati- 
fied by  the  home  government.  We  are  depend- 
ent, and  should  where  necessary,  modify  our 
views  and  measures  to  some  extent  when  im- 
perial and  inter-colonial  interests  are  at  stake. 
Whilst  we  are  a dependency,  we  have  the  pro- 
tection of  the  mot  her- country,  and  she  can  at 
the  same  'ime  ask  from  us  the  yielding  of  cer- 
tain rights  as  British  subiects,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  Empire.  We  are  asked  to — (Mr. 
Killam — To  sell  us)— the  hon.  member  says  to 
sell  us;  I would  tell  him  that  be  w mid  not  ask 
a , great  deal  to  sell  us  to  the  United  States  to- 
morrow. (Cheers  in  the  galleries.)  I contend 
whenever  overpowe/ing  interests  of  the  em- 
pire demand  it,  the  Imperial  Government  may 
fairly  ask  us  to  modify  and  amend  our  consti- 
tution, and  that  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple can  constitutionally  consider  and  pass  upon 
tbe  subject.  Let  us  then  look  calmly  at  the 
position  we  occupy.  We  are  told  that  this 
maiter  should  be  submitted  to  the  people.  I 
would  ask  these  gentlemen  to  give  us  exam- 
ples where  such  a course  has  been  pursued. — 
Have  they  cited  one  case?  Not  one.  How  was 
the  constitution  changed  in  New  Zealand?  By 
the  Legislature  first  adopting  the  measures  for 
Union,  and  subsequently  by  an  Imperial  act. 
X can  understand  why,  if  a resolution  was 
moved  for  Annexation  to  the  United  Sta'es, 
some  gentlemen  would  not  see  anything  im- 

roper  in  it,  but  when  we  move  one,  under  the 
authority  of  he  British  Government,  wi  h the 
view  of  joining  ihe  sister  colonies,  in  order  to 
give  us  strength  and  security,  they  prate  about 


the  constitutionality  of  the  proceeding.  Sup- 
pose tbe  British  Parliament  in  tbe  inter- 
ests of  the  Empire  should  pass  an  Act  for 
the  consolidation  of  those  Provinces,  could 
the  constitutional  right  of  doing  so  be  impugn- 
ed? The  British  Government  have  not  inti- 
mated a desire  to  pursue  that  course  but  no 
person  can  deny  its  right  to  adopt  that,  course. 
All,  however,  that  they  have  done  is  to  mani- 
fest their  desire  that  we  should  manage  the 
affair  in  our  ownjway,  and  to  give  us  their 
opinion  that  it  is  for  own  advan  age  that  we 
should  unite  without  delay.  When  gentle- 
men attempt  to  introduce  a novel  doctrine 
in  this  Legislature  they  should  adduce  some 
argument  derived  from  the  practice  of  other 
countries  in  support  of  their  position.  Can 
they  show  us  an  instance  of  a question  after  it 
has  passed  the  Legislature,  having  been  sent 
to  the  people?  When  a government  intro- 
duces, but  fail  to  carry,  a measure,  they  can  go 
to  the  country  and  test  the  public  opinion. 
When  a measure  is  proposed  by  a government 
and  passed,  the  constitutional  doctrine  pre- 
vails that  tbe  gentlemen  wi  hin  these  walls  re- 
present the  feelings  of  their  constituents.  That 
must  he  the  constitutional  test,  otherwise  every 
measure  of  importance  should  be  submitted  to 
the  people  after  its  passage  through  the  Legis- 
lature. We  are  told  that  the  people  are  op- 
posed to  this  scheme,  hut  that  has  to  he  prov- 
ed. The  people  are  hardly  yet  aware  of  the 
exact  bature  of  the  resolution,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  said  +o  he  opposed  to  it.  Some  per- 
sons haveobjected  to  the  Quebec  scheme;  some 
have  favored  a legislative  union ; others  are 
in  favour  of  a modification  of  the  former  mea- 
sure. Various  opinions  prevail,  but  nearly  all 
wish  union  of  some  shape  or  other.  I hold 
that  it  is  perfectly  constitutional  to  pass  this 
resolution— that  we  have  an  undoubted  right 
to  do  so — gentlemen  will  remember  that  it  is 
only  a short  time  since  that  the  Legislature  of 
Jamaica  passed  an  act,  to  destroy  i's  own  con- 
stitution? Did  these  Anti-Confederate  gentle- 
men come  forward  and  declare  that  to  be  un- 
constitutional? Not  at  all. 

We  propose  only  to  transfer  certain  powers 
to  a Legislative  body  comprising  a fair  repre- 
sentation of  our  own,  chosen  on  the  principle 
of  population.  It  is  not  a Confederation  in  the 
strict  term  of  the  word.  It  is  a Legislative 
union  to  a large  extent.  The  people  will  elect 
their  representatives  as  they  do  now,  and 
each  county  will  have  its  member  in  the  Ge- 
neral Parliament.  Objection  has  been  taken 
to  the  principle  of  representation  based  on  po- 
pulation, but  what  else  cau  you  have?  We 
could  not  expect  to  have  as  large  a represen- 
tation as  Canada,  nor  could  Prince  Edward 
Island  ask  as  many  representatives  as  Nova 
Scotia  or  New  Bruuswick,  and  if  the  numbers 
were  not  -to  be  equal,  I ask  these  gentlemen 
upon  what  principle  would  they  be  regulated 
except  on  that  of  population?  What  was  the 
cause  of  the  difficulties  that  have  arisen  be- 
tween Upper  and  Lower  Canada?  It  was  be- 
cause that  principle  was  not  incorporated  in 
the  Act  of  Union.  After  a few  years  Upper 
Canada,  at  first  less  than  Lower  Canada  but 
subsequently  largely  increased  in  population, 
did  not  consider  that  it  was  fully  represented, 
and  demauded  that  its  representation  should 
be  based  on  numbers.  We  are  told  that  this 
is  not  a Legislative  Union,  because  all  the  sub- 
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jects  that  come  before  a Legislature  are  not 
embraced  in  it.  If  they  are  not  embraced  in  it 
Nova  Scotia  has  not.  therefore  much  cause  for 
complaint.  Education,  Hoads  aud  Bridges, 
the  control  of  our  jurisprudence,  and  other 
subjects  in  which  we  take  the  deepest  inlerest 
are  left  to  our  own  controul.  Then  we  have 
the  same  amount  per  head  for  our  local 
government  that  they  have  in  Canada, 
and  if  we  manage  to  spend  more  money  in 
proportion  m our  population  than  she  does,  it 
is  only  right  we  should  pay  for  it.  We  go  inti, 
that  Union  on  the  same  terms.  Every  man, 
woman,  and  child  will  owe  the  same  debt — 
receive  the  same  amount  from  the  general  ex- 
chequer— as  each  man,  woman,  and  child  in 
Canada,  and  we  shall  have  our  full  share  of 
all  the  expenditures  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, for  important-  public  objects.  We  are 
told,  however,  nineteen  members  will  have  no 
influence  in  the  General  Legislature.  I con- 
tend they  will  have  as  much  influence  rela- 
tively as  the  eight  gentlemen  representing 
Cape  Breton  nowgexercise  in  this  house  of  fif- 
ty-five. That  island  is  felt  to  be  a part  of  our 
country,  and  entitled  to  a share  of  the  general 
prosperity,  and  in  Union  each  of  the  Provinces 
will  feel  an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
others.  There  may  be  some  li  tie  rivalries,  as 
we  have  now,  but  these  will  not  exist  as  to  lo- 
cal expenditures  so  much  as  affecting  general 
principles  and  measures.  Talent  and  energy 
will  assert  their  proper  positions  in  the  gene- 
ral legislature  as  it  does  here  and  everywhere 
under  free  institutions.  Nova  Sco  ia  may  be  a 
small  Province,  but  her  men  will  be  able  to 
hold  their  own  I trust  in  the  United  Parlia- 
ment. The  nineteen  men  she  will  select  to  re- 
present her  wid,  I have  no  doubt,  he  able  to 
protect  her  interests.  As  I have  just  said, 
Cape  Breton  receives  a large  influence  in  this 
House;  her  members  have  received  everything 
that  they  can  reasonably  ask.  Party  Govern- 
ment must  prevail  in  the  new  Parliament. — 
There  must,  as  in  all  countries  under  H spon- 
sible Government  be  a Government  and  an 
Opposition,  and  Nova  Scotia  will  exercise  with 
her  nineteen  members  a sufficient  influence. — 
There  is  no  party,  however  strong,  that  can  af- 
ford to  neglect  the  legitimate  local  interests  of 
any  one  of  their  supporters.  This  government 
came  into  power  some  years  ago,  with  a ma- 
jority such  as  was  never  seen  before  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  who  can  allege  that  the  local  in- 
terests of  any  section  were  neglected.  It  is 
true  tba>  no  government  can  sa  isfy  the 
demands  of  all  their  followers— nor  can  they 
in  adopting  a general  line  of  policy  satisfy 
their  friends;  but  I am  now  referring  to  the 
local  interests  that  are  to  be  represented.  If 
any  gentlemen  have  withdrawn  heir  support 
frem  the  government  it  is ou  general  subjects; 
no  one  can  say  that  local  interests  are  disre- 
garded; and  I am  free  to  say  that  the  gentle- 
men from  Nova  Scotia  will  get  their  fair  share 
of  everything  that  they  require,  for  there  is  no 
party  a*  < 'ttawa  that  could  refuse  it  to  them 
with  impunity.  We  all  know  that  the  Irish 
party,  comparatively  few  in  number,  ‘o  a large 
extent,  controlled  public  matters  for  years 
in  the  British  Parliament. 

»We  have  had  all  sorts  of  aspersions  thrown 
upon  us.  It  is  said  that  we  are  actuated  sole- 
ly by  selfish  motives.  One  gentleman  is  to  be 
a governor,  another  a judge,  every  body  is  to 


get  something.  I believe  that  the  gentlemen 
who  talk  this  way  have  some  ideas  floating  in 
their  minds  that  by  opposing  this  scheme  they 
may  become  something  of  the  kind  them- 
selves. They  believe,  and  the  secret  was  let 
out  by  the  bon.  member  for  East  Halifax,  that 
the  government  is  unpopular,  in  consequence 
of  ’he  School  Bill;  that  if  they  can  only  keep 
things  as  they  are  for  a few  month  i longer, 
until  a general  election,  they  may  come  into 
power  themselves;  that  when  the  present  go- 
vernment is  defeated,  and  they  s'ep  out  of  of- 

ce,  they  can,  if  necessary,  carry  Confedera- 
tion themselves — Iben,  no  doubt,  the  people 
will  be  in  favor  of  it— nothing  will  be  then 
said  about  the  consti  uiionality  of  dealing  with 
it  irrespective  of  an  appeal  to  the  people;  or, 
they  will  have  their  choice  of  leaving  things  as 
they  are,  and  holding  an  office  as  long  as  they 
can.  Visions  of  Financial  and  other  secretary- 
ships; offices  of  Queen’s  Printer  and  others, 
are  m-  doubt  urging  their  powerful  / influences 
upon  the  patriotic  minds  of  these  gentlemen. 
So  we  may  fairly  suppose  that  these  are 
the  reasons  that  sway  some  hon.  gen- 
tlemen, rather  than  those  suggestions 
of  patriotism  of  which  we  hear  so 
much,  but  in  practice  see  so  little.  They 
wish  to  have  the  alternative  of  choosing  or  re- 
jecting Confederation,  according  as  it  may  suit 
their  owu  personal  interests.  Therefore  they 
urge  delay  on  the  part  of  the  present  govern- 
ment in  reference  to  the  question.  What  un- 
selfish patriots! 

The  hon  member  for  Halifax  has  admitted 
that  he  said  to  gentlemen  in  this  house  that  he 
would  go  to  New  Brunswiek  to  sea  some  An- 
tic-onfederates  for  the  purpose  of  ascertsining 
whether  they  would  not  agree  to  a resolution 
something  like  the  present  one.  He  will  allow 
me  to  say  that  if  he  had  gone  to  the  sister  Pro- 
vince he  would  not  have  found’ Mr.  Smith  op- 
posed to  a union  of  the  Provinces.  I am  not 
taking  a liberty  with  that  gentleman  vs  hen  I 
say  that  he  has  never  pronounced  himself 
against  a scheme  which  would  remove  the  ob- 
jections he  entertains  to  the  Quebec  plan  of 
Confederation,  The  state  of  things  in  that 
Province  itself  proves  that  the  large  mass  of 
the  people  entertain  similar  views  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

I know  that  I have  not  dealt  with  this  ques- 
tion as  its  importance  demands,  but  although 
unprepared  and  non  expec  ing  to  speak  to  day 
I could  not  allow  the  resolution  to  pass  with  a 
silent  vote.  Present  and  aiding  in  the  Char- 
lottetown and  Quebec  Conventions,  I came  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of 
Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as  her  duty  to  the  great 
Empire  to  which  she  belongs,  that  she  should 
adopt  this  Union.  I have  endeavoured  to 
give  these  crude  observations  in  a dis- 
nassionate  and  calm  manner.  I have  gi- 
ven some  of  the  reasons  that  influence  my 
judgment  in  favour  of  the  resolution  before 
the  house  and  now  say  most  emphatically  that 
if  there  are  any  persons  who  prefer  annexation 
to  the  United  States,  let  them,  in  Heaven’s 
name,  follow  the  example  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Yarmouth,  but  do  not  let  them  attempt 
by  false  representations  to  thwart  the  efforts 
of  those  who  would  bring  about  a Uuion  of  the 
Provinces.  I say,  however,  to  gentlemen 
around  these  benches,  who  value  the  flag  that 
“ for  a thousand  years  has  braved  the  battle 
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and  the  breeze,”  and  that  has  planted  liberty 
and  freedom  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe — to 
all  those  who  are  inspired  by  a desire  to  per- 
petuate the  connection  with  the  British  Em- 
pire, come  forward  and  support  the  measure, 
which  will  at  once  achieve  ’his  result,  and  at 
the  same  time  give  that  dignity  of  position 
and  security  to  the  Provinces  that  in  their 
present  isolated  position  they  can  never  hope 

o obtain.  (Cheers). 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  KAULBACK. 

Mr.  Kaueback  said  : — I feel  some  diffidence 
in  addressing  the  House  upon  a question  of  such 
importance ; but  I consider  it  a duty  devolving 
on  me  to  express  my  views  upon  it,  and  in 
doing  so  I shall  have  occasion  to  refer  to  the 
arguments  of  some  gentlemen  who  have  preceded 
me.  I conceive  that  this  subject,  having  been 
long  before  the  country,  is  no  new  question  ; 
it  has  been  before  the  people  for  more  than  half 
a century,  and  has  been  agitated  by  our  leading 
men  f r a great  nan  year-s.  Every  man  con- 
sidering the  question  should  surely  have  solved 
it  and  matured  his  mind  by  this  time.  In  1814 
Judge  Sewell,  of  Quebec,  urged  the  necessity  of 
a scheme  of  British  North  America  on  the 
Duke  of  Kent.  A Union  of  the  Colonies 
was  urged  by  the  Earl  of  Durham  in  1839  when 
a scheme  analogous  to  that  now  before  us  was 
mentioned.  In  1 849  a British  American  League 
was  formed  in  Toronto  who  seemed  to  have  had 
the  matter  fully  before  them.  In  1854  we  had 
Mr.  Johnston  moving  in  the  matter,  supported 
by  Mr.  Howe  and  Mr.  Young.  From  1854  to 
1860  we  have  correspondence  on  the  subject.  In 
IS57  Mr.  Johnston  was  delegated  to  go  to  Eng- 
and  in  connection  with  Intercolonial  matters. 
In  1858  there  was  a delegation  from  Canada  of 
the  same  kind.  In  1860  Dr.  Tupper  delivered 
lectures  on  a Union  of  the  Colonies ; in  1861 
Mr.  Howe  moved  a resolution  which  wa>  adopted 
by  the  House.  In  1862  Mr.  Annand,  Mr.  Howe 
and  Mr.  McCu  ly  went  to  Canada  on  the  subject. 
In  1863  Mr.  McGee  lectured  in  Halifax,  and  in 
1864  I was  present  at  a banquet  in  this  city 
when  Mr.  Howe  gave  an  eloquent  address  on 
the  question.  It  cannot  therefore  be  said,  that 
the  time  has  not  arrived  when  the  question 
should  be  solved.  The  hon.  member  for  Shel- 
burne made  a reference  to  some  distinguished 
Canadian  politicians  and  styled  one  of  them  an 
Irish  rebel.  I have  only  to  reply  that  we  find 
that  Mr.  Howe,  in  1863,  on  a platform  in  Tem- 
perance Hall,  eulogized  Mr.  D’Arcy  McGee,  and 
declared  that  he  “ was  with  him  in  all  he  said” 
in  favor  of  a Union  of  all  the  British  North 
American  Colonies ; — now  he  ridicules  Mr. 
McGee,  and  denounces  any  Union  with  Canada  : 

In  186?<,  M-.  Howe  declared  in  Temperance  Hall 
— " Ta  ic  of  the  Fait  of  Qu  bee  being  a source,  of  sorrow 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  rooince  ! It  would  be  more 
If  the  St.  Lawrence  were  in  the  lands  of  our  enemies . 

WB  SHOULD  BK  COMPKLLED  TO  BEG  PERMISSION  TO 

tear  dows  THii  h'KJTiSH  cl  a What  he  wished  for 
Nova  Scotia  wcu  that  she  may  be  the  frontage  of  a 
mighty  Colony  upon  which  it  may  be  truly  said,  the 
sun  never  set  's  ” 

Notwithstanding  this  we  find  Mr.  Howe  wri- 
ting the  Botheration  articles,  and  his  public 


character  is  open  to  much  doubt  from  that  time. 
As  others  who  were  present  at  the  dinner  to  the 
Canadian  guests,  in  1 864,  have  said,  the  question 
of  Union  was  then  in  the  public  mind.  I well 
recollect  the  speech  made  by  Mr.  Howe  on  that 
occasion  ; and  as  his  observations  were  more 
eloquent  than  anything  that  I can  say,  I will 
ask  attention  to  a few  of  his  sentences  : — 

“ He  was  not  one  of  those  who  th  nked  Hod  that 
he  was  a Nova  Scotian  merely,  for  he  was  Canadian 
as  well.  He  had  never  thought  he  was  a Nova 
Scotian,  but  he  had  looked  across  the  broad  continent, 
at  the  great  territory  which  the  Almighty  had  given 
us  for  an  inheritance,  and  studied  the  mode  by  which 
it  could  be  consolidated,  the  mode  by  which  it  could 
be  united,  the  -•  ode  by  which  it  could  be  mad“  strong 
and  vigorous,  while  the  old  flag  still  fioa  ed  ■ ver  the 
soil.  (Loud  cheers  ) He  was  delight-- d to  see  such  a 
scene  as  this,  which  gave  promise  to  that  which  was 
the  dream  of  his  boyhood  would  te  realized  before 
he  died  ” 

“ Thank  God  the  time  had  come  whpn  Her  Majes- 
ty’s subjects,  whether  English,  French  Scotch,  or 
Irish,  might  meet  together  under  the  old  flag,  and 
maintain  common  sentiments  of  unity,  aud  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  we  ehonlu  make  a new  Eng. 
land  here;  not  a new  England  with  republican  insti- 
tutions, but  a new  England  with  monarchical  institu- 
tions. He  had  always  been  in  favor  of  the  Intercolo- 
nial Railway.  He  wished  every  now  and  again  to  see 
the  seething  fa'ls  of  Montmorenci,  to  see  the  Indians 
of  Lorette  dancing  about  the  silvery  stream;  he  wan- 
ted to  visit  Canada  not  once  in  a lifetime,  not  once 
in  five  or  six  years,  but  once  or  twice  a year  ” 

“ With  the  territory  of  Canada,  with  the  rivers  of 
Nova  Scotia,  with  the  inexhaustible  fisherie-,  what  a 
country  to  live  in  ! And  why  should  Union  not  be 
brought  about?  Was  it  because  e wished  to  live 
and  die  in  our  insignificance,  that  we  would  sooner 
make  money  rather  than  that  our  country  should 
grow?  God  forbid!  He  felt  that  it  was  too  late  to 
say  much,  though  there  was  much  to  say.  ( ■ Go  on, 
go  on  ”)  He  knew  that  the  Canadian  gentlemen 
would  take  in  good  par  what  he  was  going  to  say. — 
He  had  alwaj  8 been  in  favor  ot  uniting  a<  y two,  three 
four,  or  cue  w hole  five  ot  the  Provinces.  Well,  they 
knew  the  history  of  the  past  in  Canada;  they  knew 
wbat  division  had  produced  ihere,  and  how,  under 
the  divine  dispensation,  they  at  last  beca  e united 
into  one  magnificent  colony.  There  now  came  ru- 
mors across  the  land  that  tb'"’  w<=je  going  to  split  Ca- 
nada into  two  parts  again;  tha*;  they  were  going  to 
reduce  that  low  country  to  its  low  status  of  two  Pro- 
vinces instead  of  one.  O,  my  friends,  said  the  hon. 
gentleman,  go  back  to  yourhjmes,  and  *ay  that  there 
is  at  least  one  Nova  Scotian  honest  enough  to  siy  to 
you  this,— that,  if  you  do  that,  y -u  will  commit  an 
act  of  political  suicide,  and  although  1 ought  not  per- 
haps to  give  you  the  advice,  I woum  rather  see  every 

fublic  man  upon  both  sices  of  politics  crucified, than 
would  divide  Canada  now  that  Canada  is  united. 
Join  the  Maritime  Provinces  if  you  can;  but,  at  any 
rate,  stick  together— hold  your  own.  Let.  the  dog  re- 
turn to  his  vomit,  rather  than  Canada  to  division. 
(Cheers.)  In  conclusion.  Mr.  Howe  said  ’hat  he  was 
pleased  to  think  the  day  was  rapidly  approaching 
when  the  Provinces  would  be  united,  with  one  flag 
above  their  heads,  one  thought  in  all  their  bosoms,  with 
one  Sovereign  and  one  Constitution.  (Loud  and  pro- 
onged  CheersJ 

I would  ask  what  is  Mr.  Howe’s  position  on 
this  question  to-day  ? He  now  appears  advocat- 
ng  a new  line  of  policy  one  day.  and  another  the 
next  The  dream  ol  his  childhood  he  told  us 
was  Colonial  Union,  and  now  he  says  that  it 
would  be  ruinous  to  tie  constitution.  In  his 
ece  ntly  published  letter  he  has  gone  far  beyond 
what  any  public  man  should  go,  and  his  senti- 
ments I consider  a disgrace  not  only  to  himself 
but  to  those  who  accord  with  them.  He  tells  us 
that  we  have  an  enemy  before  ns  whose  number 
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and  power  are  not  to  be  despised  in  the  Fenians, 
whose  views  are  sympathized  in  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  what  does  he  advise  us  to  do  in  the 
matter  ? Does  he  advise  us  to  stand  by  oua 
country  and  our  flag?  No,  he  desires  us  to 
lay  down  our  weapons  ; he  tells  us  it  is  too  late 
that  we  cannot  defend  ourselvss,  and  that  we 
are  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  His  statements 
are  the  strongest  argument  that  can  be  adduced 
in  favour  of  a Union  of  the  Colonies — they  prove 
that  the  time  is  at  hand  for  this  measure,  and 
that  no  time  is  to  be  lost.  He  speaks  about  put- 
ting on  a blue-jacket  and  assisting  in  our  de- 
fence; I consider  that  a man  holding  such  sen- 
timents as  his  would  be  dangerous  in  such  a 
position,  for  he  has  been  endeavoring  to  excite- 
a rebellion  throughout  the  country,  telling  the 
people  that  they  cannot  defend  themselves,  that 
our  connection  with  the  mother  country  is  un- 
safe, and  that  at  this  moment  our  better  eourse 
is  to  lay  down  our  arms  on  the  approach  of  an 
enemy.  He  tells  us  that  those  who  advocate  the 
Union  now  will  not  be  the  men  who  will  go  to 
Canada,  and  the  meaning  of  his  letter  seems  to 
be  that  we  must  wait  for  him  ; only  bring  him 
back  to  power  and  he  will  not  trouble  himself  to 
enquire  whether  lie  has  been  elected  on  this 
question  or  not.  He  will  be  the  first  man  to 
advocate  the  Union  when  he  returns  to  office  and 
position.  I ain  incliined  to  believe  that  all  the 
opposition  on  this  question  are  in  favour  of 
Union,  and  that  they  oppose  it  because  they  can- 
not avail  themselves  of  the  highest  positions. 
Mr.  llowe  opens  his  second  letter  by  saying 
“ my  advice  has  not  been  taken”;  we  have  taken 
the  advice  he  gave  us  formerly  as  to  a Union  of 
the  Colonies,  but  how  could  his  more  recent 
advice  be  taken  when  it  is  well  known  that  he 
is  writing  disloyal  letters  injurious  to  the  Pro- 
vince. I say,  sir,  that  we  have  seen  enough  of 
this  gentleman  to  know  that  he  has  broken  faith 
on  every  public  question,  and  that  everything  he 
can  say  must  be  received  with  a large  amount 
of  doubt.  When  in  days  gone  bye  he  advocated 
Uuion,  did  he  ask  for  an  appeal  to  the  people? 
No,  the  Legislature  was  to  decide  the  question, 
and  yet  he  tells  us  it  is  unconstitutional  to  take 
such  a course.  That  is  the  position  which  this 
gentleman  has  aasuined.  He  declared  some 
time  ago  that  Halifax  would  not  be  safe  without 
connection  with  Canada  by  rail ; now  he  tells 
us  that  Canada  is  only  a source  of  weakness. 
These  are  inconsistencies  which  no  man  can 
aeconcile.  Again  he  agreed  that  Nova  Scotia 
should  build  thrce-and-a-half  twelfths  of  the 
whole  cost  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway.  We 
are  now  to  get  the  Railway  built  for  one- twelfth, 
and  yet  he  comes  out  in  opposition  to  the  whole 
thing. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  recent  electioTi 
in  the  county  of  Lunenburg ; all  I can  say  is 
that  the  result  proves  to  my  mind  that  there  is  a 
large  m joritvof  the  people  in  favour  of  Con- 
federation. The  government  were  perfectly 
indifferent  to  the  election,  and  it  was  only  the 
day  previous  to  the  nomination  that,  to  my  great 
surprize,  I received  a telegram  stating  that  the 
Provincial  Secretary  was  coming  down.  All 


the  opposition  made  most  strenuous  efforts ; 
they  came  down  and  made  no  secret  that  they 
intended  to  buy  the  county.  Their  friends  said 
at  a caueus  that  they  could  not  carry  the  county 
on  the  issue  of  Confederation,  for  the  people 
were  largely  in  favour  of  it.  They  then  resort- 
ed to  every  subterfuge  to  win  the  election.  The 
result  proves  that  of  3200  voters  only  1300  were 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Hebb.  The  School  Bill  was 
the  question  that  settled  the  election.  I had 
not  taken  any  part  in  the  affair,  until  I saw  that 
thehon.  member  for  Richmond  had  come  down. 
I did  not  feel  inclined  to  take  any  active  part 
because  we  had  no  man  up.  There  were  two 
men  actually  on  the  same  side.  I preferred  Mr. 
Zwicker,  however,  because  he  declared  himself 
for  progress  ; but  on  Nomination  Day  he  de- 
clared against  the  School  Bill  and  Confederation. 
He  spoke,  then,  however,  under  excitement,  and 
his  card  led  us  to  believe  he  was  not  as  likely  to 
oppose  all  measures  of  improvement  and  progress 
as  Mr.  Hebb.  He  was,  therefore,  in  some  res- 
pects preferable  to  the  latter.  We  went  into  the 
township  of  Chester  where  the  question  of  Con- 
federation was  raised  and  discussed.  The  day 
before  Nomination  Day  we  had  a meeting  in  the 
town,  which  lasted  till  a very  late  hour.  And 
what  was  the  result  at  every  polling  place  ? The 
friends  of  the  Quebec  scheme  were  two  to  one. 
That  was  the  only  township  where  the  scheme 
w as  put  to  the  people  I am  no  new  convert  to 
Union;  but  from  the  first  hour  it  has  been  before 
the  people  I have  been  in  favor  of  it.  1 believe 
in  all  sincerity,  after  the  consideration  I have 
givrn  the  subject,  that  our  future  prosperity  de- 
pends largely  on  the  issue  of  the  present  move- 
ment I would  be  w lling  to  go  back  to-morrow 
to  my  own  county  on  this  question,  but  I want 
to  have  the  same  people  that  sent  me  here  pass 
on  my  acts.  I wish  to  have  the  same  franchise 
that  returned  me  to  the  Assembly  The  leading 
minds  in  the  county  o.  Lunenburg  are  in  lavor 
of  Confederation.  Have  you  seen  more  than  a 
single  petition  against  the  scheme  from  my  peo- 
ple ? There  is  one  purporting  to  be  signed  by 
111  persons,  but  any  one  who  reviews  it  witl 
gee  that  the  majority  of  the  names  are  all 
written  by  one  or  two  persons,  and  evidently  at 
the  same  time  They  had  to  scour  the  whole 
county,  too,  before  they  got  the  names  they 
have  to  this  document  Every  man  who  got 
up  the  petition  is  known  to  be  hostile  to  the 
School  Bill.  This  is  the  way  the  House  is  led 
to  believe  that  the  people  are  opposed  to  Con- 
federation. It  is  the  easiest  thing  m the  world 
to  get  people  to  sign  petitions  ; that  everybody 
kDows, 

I have  heard  with  much  regret  the  expres- 
sions that  6ome  gentlemen  ha^e  been  using  on 
the  floor  as  well  as  in  the  lobby  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  I cou'd  hardly  control  mv  feel- 
ings when  I listened  to  the  disloyelj  gf  teraents 
of  some  gentlemen  in  reference  to  the  Q n-en  and 
the  representaiive  of  her  Majesty  in  this  Pro- 
vince. They  have  been  positively  insuiting  to 
Her  Majesty  and  the  * Hero  of  Kara  ” Then 
we  are  told  it  is  better  to  be  annexed  to  the 
United  states  than  to  unite  with  Canada.  Wbat 
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is  the  use  of  our  Militia  and  preparations  for 
defence,  if  we  are  to  be  handed  over  to  the 
American  Reput  lie  so  summarily  ? Every  man 
who  loves  the  flag  under  which  he  lives  should 
sink  all  personal  and  political  considerations, 
and  join  with  those  who  are  laboring  to  unite 
the  Provinces  more  closely  to  the  British 
Empire. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  hon  member  for 
Eats  Halifax  should  utter  disloyal  expressions  on 
the  street;  we  have  only  to  read  the  articles  in 
his  own  paper.  The  logic  of  events  for  months 
past,  has  been  telling  us  of  the  danger  that  is 
imminent  We  know  that  the  Fenian  organiza- 
tion has  attained  to  mo«t  formidable  dimensions 
The  President  of  the  United  States  has  himselt 
deigned  to  receive  deputations  from  these  men. 
At  so  critical  a pe  iod  we  have  the  hon  mem 
her  copying  from  papers  in  England  (the  Pall 
Mall  Gazette  for  instance,)  and  endorsing  their 
statements,  t prove  that  we  are  not  safe — that 
all  the  money  England  could  expend  upon  us 
would  be  spent  in  vain — that  we  must  be  event- 
ually absorbed  into  the  American  Union  Is  it 
any  wonder.  tbeD,  that  men  in  the  Stages  are  to 
be  found  in  favor  of  Annexation?  Hsre  is  a 
specimen  of  what  we  read  in  the  hon.  member’s 
journal  •— 

“At  present  we  are  arming  and  drilling  expending 
money,  time  ul  men  wiihout  stint,  that  we  may  re- 
sist invasion  of  our  territories  by  the  Fenian-.  Is 
this  r^cau-<«  we  are  Colonists,  or  because  we  are  Bri 
tons?  it  might  be  supposed  from  statements  of  the 
Press  that  it  is  as  Colonists  we  are  arming  ; but  such 
is  n t ihe  case.  We  ar-  arming  and  drilling  not  so 
much  t.)  defend  our  homes,  not  so  much  to  defend 
Canada.  New  Brunswick  or  Nova  Scotia,  as  such,  but 
to  defend  the  honor,  the  integrity,  and  prestige  of 
Brio-r^.  All  the  expense  annoyance  and  danger  to 
which  we  are  expos * d is  for  the  sake  of  Britain,  not 
for  on  own.  Were  we  free  from  Britain  we  should 
k tar  nothing  of  invasion  by  the  Fenians.” 

W at  Iceiiug  is  a statement  like  that  inclined 
to  make  among  our  own  people  1 We  are  told 
tha*.  we  are  in  bondage  to  Great  Britain— that 
we  are  endangered  by  our  connection  wiih  her, 
a »d  hat  our  safety  lies  in  getting  rid  of  her 
This  is  the  way  that  these  gentlemen  have  been 
endeavouring  to  indoctrinate  the  people  with 
their  Annexation  ideas.  They  would  rather 
bei  ng  to  the  United  States  than  even  remain 
Nova  Scotians.  Shame,  I say,  upon  men  who 
can  come  into  the  presence  of  this  loyal  assem- 
blage wi;b  sentiments  like  these  in  their  hearts! 

When  the  hon.  member  was  Financial  Secre- 
tary  in  1862  'he  government  brought  up  and 
carried  this  very  question.  He  went  then  on  a 
del  gation  to  Quebec  for  the  express  purpose  of 
cam  insr  out  th  resolution  passed  unanimously 
in  this  Rous11,  and  uniting  us  to  Canada,  Now 
he  veers  round  wh-m  his  former  poliuca!  asso 
ciat>  s,  Messrs  Archibald  and  McCully  wish  to 
carrv  the  question,  and  opposse  all  Union.  Last 
session  he  srated  that  the  local  revenue  under 
Cor.'f  dk  raiton  would  be  $890  427 — the  s%me 
yenrs  y,p  pay 8 in  his  paper  that  it  would  be 
onh  $62  700.  Agar1,  last  session  he  admitted 
thafc  this  province  under  Confederation  would 
rective,  from  the  General  Government  (besi  e 
the  80  e nts  per  head  of  our  population ) $731,595 
On  December  12th  of  same  year  he  says  that  all 


thesurplus  over  80  cents  a head  would  go  to  the 
Noithwestof  Canada.  Could  inconsistency  go 
further  ? Then  he  spoke  to  us  about  taxation  in 
Canada  that  we  would  have  to  pay  double  what 
we  now  pay  The  fa  t is  that  the" people  of  Ca- 
nada are  not  taxed,  man  for  man,  as  much  as  we 
are.  He  tells  us  Canada  is  in  debt,  are  we. 

But  Canada  can  point  to  public  works  equivalent 
to  her  debt — wh  ch  is  more  than  we  can  no  The 
hon  member  should  know  that  if  Canada  falls,  we 
fall  too  ; if  she  is  safe,  we  are  safe.  Has  not  Mr 
Howe  told  us  this  bimstlf'?  But  what  more  does 
Mr  Annanddo?  He  has  actually  proposed  to 
tax  the  peopb  to  a larger  extent  than  they  can, 
by  any  possibility,  be  taxed  under  Confederation. 

He  is  ready  to  pass  a law  by  which  the  men  of 
th  s country  shall  be  sent  to  Canada  when  there 
is  no  Confederation -when  we  have  no  legislative 
control  over  her-  when  we  are  different  countries. 

He  even  goes  so  far  as  to  express  his  willingness 
to  pay  in  the  same  proportion  for  defence  as  all 
other  portions  ot  the  British  Empire.  Remem- 
b .r,  this  is  not  for  the  protection  of  British  North 
America  alone,  but  for  the  whole  Empire.  Yet 
this  is  the  gentleman  who  objects  to  1 C onfedera- 
tion because  it  may  heavily  burthen  us.  I be- 
lieve tbar  if  we  have  railway  communication  with 
Canada,  it  will  be  the  means  ot  making  this  coun- 
try safe  from  invasion  When  we  feel  we  are  one 
people — when  we  have  a national  sentiment — 
when  we  can  present  a united  populadon  of  four 
millions  of  people  animated  by  the  same  interests 
and  affections,  we  si  all  have  a guarantee  of  secu- 
rity and  prosperity  that  we  cannot  have  now. 

Mr.  Hawe  has  told  the  people  that  the  Citadel 
of  Halifax  wou  d not  be  safe  unless  we  had  con- 
nexion with  Canada  by  means  of  m Intercolonial 
Railway.  I think  that  neither  he  nor  his  friend, 
the  hon  member  for  East  Ha!i  ax  should  talk 
about,  persons  being  bought  I heard  the  hon 
n ember  quite  distinctly  say  that,  he  could  have 
bad  money  from  hon  George  Brown  if  he  had 
wished  it,  and  place  and  preferment  too,  if  he 
would  only  promise  to  mpport  Confederation.— 

:f  any  person  should  attempt  to  bribe  me  with 
Canadian  or  American  gold,  I w u!d  look  upon  it 
as  the  greatest  insult  that  could  be  offered  to  a 
man,  however  humble.  Mr.  Brown  must  have 
had  a very  low  estimate  of  the  hon  member  if  he 
made  such  an  offer;  hut  now  the  h,n  member  al- 
tempts  to  deny  that  he  ever  made  the  stat  mant 
he  did  on  Friday  last  on  the  subject.  Well,  I 
shall  not  press  the  matter  further,  for  he  has  al- 
ready been  very  thoroughly  exposed,  and  al  lean 
say  is,  that  I thmk  the  hon  member  is  the  last 
peyson  in  the  house  to  charge  others  with  being 
bought. 

The  hon.  member  told  us  that  he  had  yet  to 
hear  the  first  argument  in  favor  of  union,  though 
he  had  been  a delegation  the  question  to  Canada 
in  1862.  Now,  I find  that  in  November  last, 

1 865,  he  expressed  another  opinion  on  the  same  j 
subject— he  wanted  another  delegation.  He 
thought  then  he  might  have  a chance  of  being  jj 
one  ot  the  m mbers  sent  on  the  mission.  He 
says: — 

“ This  is  cur  case. 

*•  The  Confederation  Scheme  matured  at 
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Quebec  having  failen  to  secure  the  approval  of 
any  one  of  the  four  Maritime  Provinces,  we 
would  suggest  that,  with  a view  to  the  future  of 
British  America,  a convention  be  summoned, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Crown  to  deliberate  upon 
the  many  weighty  matters  and  thiDgs  which 
would  necessarily  be  involved  in  debate  upon  a 
question  of  such  magnitude  and  importance.  Tha; 
the  convention  should  be  held  at  such  place  and 
at  6uch  time  as  the  Governor  General,  acting 
under  tho  authority  of  the  Crown,  shall  deter- 
mine. And  that,  in  the  selection  of  delegates 
from  the  several  Provinces,  due  regard  shall  bo 
observed,  besides  allotting  to  each  Province  a 
like  number  of  delegates,  that  the  views  and 
opinions  of  all  parties  are  fairly  represented. 

This  is  oar  mode  of  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion of  union.  The  convention  might  not, 
perhaps,  agree  to  any  scheme  for  the  future  Go- 
vernment of  the  North  American  Colonies  and 
their  relations  with  tho  Mother  Country,  although 
we  believe  they  would.  And  whatever  the  result, 
every  one  would  feel  that  the  questions  of  the 
deepest  importance,  involving  the  present  welfare 
and  happiness  of  four  millions  of  people,  had 
been  discussed  with  a full  view  of  their  conse- 
quences as  well  to  them  as  to  millions  yet 
unborn,  and  with  the  full  benefit  of  all  that  has 
been  said  and  written  to  illustrate  this  truly 
great  theme  since  the  sche  ue  of  Confederation 
was  first  proposed  a little  over  a year  ago  ” — 
Morning  Chronicle.  Nov  l£fri  1865 

Yet,  this  is  the  hon.  member  who  has  yet  to 
hear  the  first  argument  in  favor  of  Union  with 
Canada.  The  hon.  member’s  inconsistencies  are 
so  glaring  that  I feei  I need  hardily  pursue  fur- 
ther so  fruitful  a topic. 

It  has  been  asked,  will  Confederation  save  us 
We  have  been  told  over  and  over  again  that  there 
i i no  danger  from  the  Unitod  States — that  they 
do  not  want  these  Provinces.  The  lessons  of 
history  will  tell  us  the  reverse.  These  gent'emen 
have  proved  false  prophets  for  tha  past,  and  are 
likely  to  be  so  for  the  future.  The  whole  police 
ef  the  United  States  has  been  the  acquisition  of 
territory.  Their  ambition  is  insatiable.  They 
wish  to  hav  - dominion  from  the  North  Pole  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific.  They  have  got  Texas  and  California, 
and  a slice  of  New  Brunswick,  within  a few 
years,  and  now  they  yearn  alter  British  North 
America.  Ir  they  have  had  one  reason  more  than 
another  for  abrogating  the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  it 
is  that  they  think,  they  will  force  us  to  como  into 
tho  American  Union. 

The  question  that  we  have  to  decide  is,  whether 
we  shall  belong  to  the  United  States  or  to  Great 
Britain.  Shall  wo  have  the  Red  Gross  of  England, 
or  the  Stars  and  Stripes  of  the  American  Repub- 
lic float  over  onr  heads  in  the  future  ? Shall  we 
have  the  Queen  at  St  Jamae’s  as  our  Ruler,  or 
the  President  at  the  White  House  in  Washiag- 
on  ? 

What  will  be  the  result  of  annexation  I need 
hardly  tell  you.  We  shall  be  ruiued  by  most 
frightful  'axation  ; our  fishermen,  all  our  indust-  I 
rial  class,  vs  ill  beburthened  beyond  their  capacity 
to  bear.  Our  object  should  be  to  continue  the.  I 
83 


— - * 

connection  with  the  great  empire  from  which""1 
have  sprung,  and  under  whose  protecting  c? 
the  institutions  of  this  country  have  grown  up,  a:- 
our  prosperity  has  been  secured.  No  one,  as> 
jnst  said,  can  look  at  the  feeling  in  the  neighbor!' 
Republic  without  seeing  that  these  Provinces  s’ 
at  present  in  a position  of  great  jeopardy.  Intv 
first  place,  there  is  the  Fenian  organization  grow- 
ing up  into  most  formidable  pretensions,  and  be- 
hind them  is  the  great  mass  of  the  American 
people  animated  by  the  most  deadly  hostality 
against  England  arrising  out  of  the  late  civil  war. 
Then  there  is  the,  question  of  the  fisheries  again 
looming  up,  and  no  one  can  under  estimate  the 
difficulties  ami  disputes  it  may  originate.  We  see 
the  Senate  of  the  country  itself  exhibiiing  a spirit 
that  looks  warlike,  and  should  put  us  on  our 
guard  They  are  ready  to  support  their  fisher- 
men, if  they  should  enter  our  harbours  and  bays, 
and  enfringe  upon  our  rights.  Suppose  war 
should  arise  out  of  this  state  of  things'  in  what 
position  would  Nova  Scotia  be,  isolated  as  she  is 
now?  Comparatively  defenceless. 

Union,  then,  will  ensure  us  security;  will  give 
us  an  immense  expansion  of  trade;  raise  up 
manufactures,  enlarge  the  political  arena;  give  us 
the  Intercolonial  Railway ; and  above  all  preserve 
us  from  being  absorbed  by  the  rapacious  Ameri 
can  Republic.  We  have  great  natural  resources, 
but  they  must  be  dormant  whilst  we  have  no  po- 
pulation or  market  to  raise  up  manufactures  in 
our  midst.  As  respects  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way, it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  what  is 
now  an  established  fact  that  we  cannot  have  it 
without  union.  The  futile  efforts  of  public  men 
of  all  parties  in  this  Province  to  obtain  its  con- 
struction are  matters  of  history,  and  general  no- 
toriety. Complete  that  railroad,  and  Halifax  be- 
comes one  of  the  greatest  commercial  emporiums 
of  this  continent— the  New  York  or  Liverpool  of 
the  Bri  ish  North  American  Confederation.  No 
one  who  looks  at  the  map  can  believe  for  a mo- 
ment that  Nova  Scotia  was  intended  to  remain 
politically  divided  from  her  sister  colonies  of  Bri- 
tish North  America.  She  is  destined  by  nature  — 
to  quote  the  sentiment  of  Mr  Howe — ‘ to  be- 
come the  frontage  of  a mighty  Empire/'  Give  us 
union,  and  the  stream  of  immigration  will  befdi- 
rect(  d to  our  shores,  for  then  we  can  offer  those 
inducements  to  capital  and  labour  that  we  cannot 
give  in  our  present  isolated  condition.  If  we  re- 
main disunited,  then  the  prophecies  of  these  gen- 
tlemen in  respect  to  annexation  will  be  realized. 
The  time  may  come  when  we  shall  have  the  Bri- 
tish flag  lowered  beneath  the  stars  and  stripes, 
and  the  last  gun  fired  from  the  Citadel  as  a British 
fort  Let  the  American  people  feel  that  there  is 
no  British  sentiment  among  us  — let  us  obstinate- 
ly reject  the  advice  of  the  British  government  and 
people,  and  annexation  will  be  the  inevitable  is- 
sae.  Then  the  wish  of  the  hon.  member  for  East 
Halifax  will  be  realised.  The  Fenians  will  have 
full  sway  in  these  Provinces , and  the  stars  and 
stripes  shall  float  over  Citadel  Hill.  But  I believe 
that  there  is  a better  fate  awaiting  us— that  the  loy- 
alty of  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  is  sincere,  and 
that  they  will  see  the  necessity  of  union.  I be- 
lieve Confederation  is  close  at  hand,  and  thatths 
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rrefforts  of  those  who  would  lead  us  into  annexa- 
. tion,  will  be  effectually  foiled  by  the  loyal  people. 
*8  As  far  as  I am  concerned,  alt  my  interests  are 
‘"bound  up  with  those  of  this  Province— when  she 
"is  prosperous  then  I feel  satisfied.  I am  sprung: 
T*from  the  early  pioneers  who  helped  to  build  up 
8’  the  prosperity  of  this  country,  and  all  I desire  is 
to  see  it  progress.  I feel  I would  be  recreant  m 
my  duty  to  those  who  have  preceded  me,  as  well 
as  to  those  who  may  follow  me  and  bear  my  name 
if  I stood,  at  this  crisis  of  our  history,  opposing  a 
scheme  which  the  best  minds  of  Great  Britain 
and  British  America  have  declared  is  indispens- 
able to  the  continuance  of  our  prosperity,  and  oar 
connection  with  the  fatherland.  Ou  the  24th 
June.  '65,  the  British  Government  told  us  through 
the  Colonial  Secretary  : 

“You  will  at  the  same  time  express  the  strong 
and  deliberate  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment that  it  is  an  object  much  to  be  desired  that 
all  the  British  North  American  Colonies  should 
agree  to  unite  in  one  Government.  In  the  ter  i- 
torial  extent  of  Canada,  and  in  the  Maritime  and 
Commercial  enterprise  of  the  Lower  Provinces, 
Her  Majesty’s  Government  see  the  elements  of 
power,  which  only  require  to  be  combined  in 
order  to  secure  for  these  Provinces,  which  shall 
possess  them  all,  a place  among  the  most  con- 
siderable communities  of  the  world  In  the 
spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  British  Crown  of  attachment 
to  British  connexion,  and  of  love  for  British  Insti- 
tutions, by  which  all  these  Provinces  a<  e animated 
alike,  Her  Majesty's  Government  recognize  the 
bond  by  which  all  may  be  combined  under  one  Go- 
vernment. Such  an  union  seems  to  Her  Majes- 
ty's Government  to  recommend  itself  to  the 
Provinces  on  many  grounds  of  moral  and  material 
advantages— as  giving  a well  founded  prospect 
of  improved  administration  and  increased  pros® 
peritv 

“ But  there  is  one  consideration  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  feel  it  more  especially 
their  duty  to  pi  ess  upon  the  Legislator ; of  Nova 
Scotia.  Looking  to  the  determination  which  this 
country  has  ever  exhibited  in  regard  to  the 
defence  of  the  Colonies  as  a matter  of  Imperial 
concern,  the  Colonies  must  recognise  a right  and 
even  acknowledge  an  obligation  incumbent  on 
the  Home  Government  to  urge  with  earnestness 
and  just  authority  the  measures  which  they  con- 
sider most  expedient  on  the  part  of  the  Colonists 
with  a view  to  their  own  defence. 

“ Mor  can  it  be  doubtful  that  the  Provinces  of 
British  North  America  are  incapable,  when  sepa- 
rate and  divided  from  each  other  of  making  those 
just  and  efficient  preparations  for  national  de- 
fence which  would  be  easily  undertaken  by  a 
province  uniting  in  itself  all  the  population  and 
tali  the  resources  of  the  whole.1' 

Here  jou  find  the  British  Government  implor- 
ing, us  if  we  are  animated  by  a sincere  spirit  of 
loyalty,  by  a desire  to  remain  connected  with 
Great  Britain,  to  unite  without  delay.  Can  any 
<tme  read  these  words  unmoved  ? Let  me  trust 
that  the  people  will  respond  to  the  demand  made 
upon  them  by  those  who  have  the  best  right  t > 
proffer  their  advice,  and  hasten  the  time  when  we 
ghailbe  united  in  one  grand  Confederation,  “with 


one  flag  above  our  heads,  one  sentiment  in  our 
hearts,  with  one  fovereigh  and  one  Constitution.7' 

Tuesday,  April  17, 18CG. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

UNION  OF  THE  COLONIES. 

Mr.  Miller  presented  a large  number  of 
petit  ions  n o in  An tigonish  on  the  subject  of 
Confederation. 

Mr.  Boss  presented  two  petitions  from  St. 
Anus’  ou  the  same  subject. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said:— I quite  concur  with 
those  gentlemen  who  have  attributed  to  this 
subject  a magnitude  and  importance  second 
to  none  that  has  ever  been  discussed  iu  this 
House.  Notwithstanding  that  there  has  been 
a good  deal  of  excitement  brought  into  this 
debate,  and  something  more  than  excitement, 
a good  deal  of  temper,  it  shall  be  my  endeavor 
so  to  moderate  my  tone  aud  language  that  not 
only  shall  these  be  in  keeping  with  Parliament- 
ary decorum,  but  the  remarks  which  I have  to 
offer  shall  be  otherwise  entitled  to  the  calm 
and  sober  consideration  and  reflection  of  the 
members  around  these  benches.  In  shore  I 
shall  not,  in  addressing  this  Assembly,  ex- 
hibit any  other  demeanor  or  style  of 'inter- 
course than  that  which  I practice  everywhere. 
On  looking  at  the  past  I And  satisfaction  and 
comfort  in  the  reflection  that  my  bearing  in 
the  debates  that  have  taken  place  here  has 
been  such  as  to  enable  me  to  meet  gentlemen 
on  all  sides  in  pleasant  relations,  and  I hope 
that  in  the  future  nothing  will  transpire  to 
alter  the  character  in  those  relations.  On  this 
subject,  sir,  I cannot  but  express  regret  that 
those  from  whom  a better  example  should 
have  proceeded  should  not  have  preserved 
something  like  moderation  and  decorum. 
Those  who  aro  in  opposition  are  always  most 
likely  to  be  excited,  but  those  in  charge  of  a 
great  measure  such  as  this,  especially  the 
members  of  the  government  of  the  country, 
should  ever  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them 
so  to  guard  themselves  in  this  respect  that 
no  one  here  or  elsewhere  can  possibly  offer 
an  objection  to  the  course  they  have  pursued. 
And,  sir,  I feel  in  observing  on  this  portion  of 
the  discussion,  that  I have  reason  to  charge 
the  Provincial  Secretary  with  having  import- 
ed into  this  debate  matters  which  should  ne- 
ver have  been  brought  here.  He  has  alluded 
to  the  press— that  is  a branch  of  our  constitu- 
tion, if  I may  so  term  it,  that  ought  hot  to  be 
so  frequently  and  so  prominently  referred  to 
here.  We  know  that  on-  all  sides  and  on  all 
subjects  political  characters  are  apt  to  speak 
and  write  strongly  and  to  go  to  those  extremes 
which  cannot  be  justified  m or  out  of  Parlia- 
ment. But  in  my  view,  it  was  unjust  in  him 
to  attribute  licentiousness  to  one  portion  of 
the  press  rather  than  to  others,  for  on  all  sides 
we  find  observations,  criminations,  and  recri- 
minations, which  render  both  liable  to  censure. 
The  less  that  is  said  in  this  place  about  the 
press  the  bettor,  aud  with  this  remark  I shall 
dismiss  all  further  allusions  to  that  branch  of 
the  subject.  But  the  Provincial  Secretary  was 
not  com  ©at  with  references  to  the  press,  he  in- 
troduced into  the  debate  other  authorities  and 
influences  that  should  not  have  been  referred 
to  here.  Least  of  all  should  be  have  brought 
here  the  name  of  that  illustrious  lady,  the 
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Queen  of  these  realms,  one  whom,  by  virtue 
of  her  position,  no  less  than  by  the  virtues  that 
surround  her  throne,  every  British  subject  is 
bound  at  all  times  to  venerate.  That  Sove- 
reign not  only  commands  the  respect  of  every 
subject  of  her  Crown— her  virtues  are  not 
alone  the  theme  of  every  British  lip  and  the 
pride  of  every  British  heart,  but  surrounding 
nations  attest  her  worth  and  admire  her  exam- 
ple. But  it  is  a gross  breach  of  parliamentary 
decorum  to  mention  that  name  here.  Disloy- 
alty has  been  charged  upon  those  who 
stand  in  opposition  to  the  present  proposition; 
as  one  I repel  it  with  indignation.  It  is  not  in 
my  nature,  as  it  is  not  in  my  name,  to  harbour 
for  an  instant  a disloyal  sentiment.  I can 
proudly  appeal  to  the  history  of  our  country 
and  ask  if  any  who  have  borne  the  name 
which  I have  the  honour  to  bear,  could  ever 
be  supposed  to  be  tainted  with  that  vile 
trait?  Sir,  as  a British  subject,  entitled  to 
the  free  exercise  of  an  undoubted  right,  I 
intend  to  deal  with  this  question,  and  if, 
in  doing  so,  any  aspersion  touching  my  loy- 
alty to  my  Sovereign  be  cast  upon  me,  I 
shall  hurl  it  back  with  utter  contempt  and  tho- 
rough indignation  upon  its  author.  Sir,  I regret 
deeply  that  Her  Majesty’s  name  has  been 
brought  into  this  discussion;  I do  not  regard 
it  as  of  so  much  consequence  that  Her  Minis- 
ters have  been  mentioned,  because  it  is  at  all 
times  the  privilege  and  indeed  the  duty  of 
every  subject  to  cri'icise  their  acts.  We  have 
been  told  too  that  the  Queen’s  representative 
in  this  country  was  in  favor  of  the  present 
measure;— sir,  I attach  the  same  importance 
and  distinction  to  the  representative  of  the 
crown  as  to  the  crown  itself;  it  is  Her  Majesty 
speaking  by  her  properly  authorized  agent, 
and  the  rules  which  apply  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  Queen’s  name  from  debates  in  Parliament 
should  apply  equally  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
Lieut.  Governor’s  name.  We  have  been  also 
told  that  the  General  in  command  and  other 
distinguished  individuals,  civil,  religious  and 
military,  are  combined  in  favor  of  the  measure. 
But,  sir,  notwithstanding  all  this  potential 
phalanx  that  is  arrayed  in  its  favor  I feel  that  I 
am  a free  man,  I claim  the  rights  and  attributes 
of  a free  man,  speaking  in  the  presence  of  a 
British  free  Assembly,  I have  the  right  to 
criticise  the  judgment  they  have  formed 
and  an  equal  right  to  give  expression 
to  my  own.  Therefore  when  this  list 
of  authorities  is  paraded  before  us  I can- 
not but  feel  that  it  is  an  empty  parade— 
it  is  worth  nothing  in  my  estimation— it  does  not 
weigh  a tittle  in  the  scale.  I feel,  sir,  and  I 
claim  the  right  to  express  the  sentiment,  that 
those  individuals,  eminent  though  they  be,  are 
not  more  capable  of  forming  an  opinion  upon 
this  subject  than  myself,  and  I might  add  that 
my  judgment  is  formed  under  the  influence  of 
a responsibility  which  does  not  attach  to  them. 
In  saying  this  I mean  no  disrespect  to  any  of 
them,  and  I feel  well  assured  that  none  of 
them  would  charge  me  with  any  design  of  dis- 
respect. I therefore  think  that  the  allusions 
to  which  I have  referred  were  unjust  and  re- 
prehensible attempts  to  influence  this  Assem- 
bly. What  is  the  measure  that  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  sanction?  Twist  it  or  turn  it 
as  you  please,  it  is  no  less  than  a decided 
change  in  our  constitution;  and  how  has  the 
scheme  effecting  that  change  been  brought 


here?  Have  the  people  of  this  country  at  any- 
time suggested  the  expediency  of  the  proposal 
to  the  government  or  to  the  legislature?  No 
sir.  This  house  was  elected  entirely  independ- 
ent of  that  question-  it  was  not  before  the  peo- 
ple when  we  were  elected.  Had  the  case  been 
otherwise  we  should  not  perhaps  have  seen 
the  faces  of  some  gentlemen  who  are  sitting 
here  to-day.  It  seems,  however,  that  a good 
many  years  ago  the  question  of  a Confedera- 
tion of  the  British  North  American  Colonies 
was  propounded  in  this  house:— I would  ask 
those  who  were  present  at  that  time  whether 
it  was  intended  to  be  a practical  measure — a 
proposition  to  result  in  anything,  or  was  it  a 
mere  theoretical  declaration  of  the  abstract  ad- 
vantages of  union?  No  one  can  presume  to 
say  that  it  was  anything  more  than  the  latter. 
Again,  some  years  ago  this  house,  by  a pretty 
large  majority,  declared  it  expedient  that  a de- 
legation should  proceed  to  England  to  confer 
with  delegates  from  the  neighbouring  Provin- 
ces to  ascertain  whether  it  was  not  desirable 
and  practicable  to  effect  a union  between  the 
Maritime  Provinces  of  British  North  America. 
But,  sir,  that  was  a very  different  idea  from 
that  now  pressed  upon  our  attention.  What 
is  the  condition  of  these  Maritime  Provinces? 
Their  people  are  situated  in  connection  with 
each  other — are  possessed  of  the  same  inter- 
ests, have  the  same  common  sympathies,  resi- 
ding on  each  other’s  borders,  and  having  daily 
intercourse  with  each  other.  Is  that  the  cha- 
racter of  the  people  with  whom  this  scheme  is 
to  force  us  to  unite?  Why,  as  we  know,  there 
is  a wilderness  between  the  Lower  Provinces 
and  Canada,  we  have  no  sympathies  or  inter- 
ests in  common  with  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try. They  are  as  much  strangers  to  us  as  the 
people  of  West  Indies.  Surely  those  gentlemen 
who  talk  so  vociferously  about  disloyalty  can 
have  no  sympathy  with  the  people  of  a Colony 
in  which  disloyalty  has  been  so  rife  as  it  has 
been  in  Canada.  This  House  proposed  a dele- 
gation for  a union  with  a people  with  whom, 
as  I have  said,  we  had  many  interests  in  com- 
mon, and  who,  if  the  union  were  consummated, 
would  form  with  ns  one  homogeneous  whole. 
What  then  happened?  For  some  reason  or  other 
those  charged  with  the  authority  to  perform 
this  duty  which  I have  mentioned  felt  them- 
selves at  liberty  to  disregard  the  authority  of 
this  House.  They  went  to  Prince  Edward 
Island  and  there  they  found  another  body  of 
entlemen  from  Canada, — instead  of  turning 
ack  as  they  should  have  done,  and  gasking 
this  Legislature  to  concent  to  a conference  with  „ 
delegates  from  that  country  they  ignored  our 
feelings  and  authority  and  went  straight  into  , 
the  arms  of  the  Canadains  delegates.  That 
was  the  first  step,  and  it  was  a fatal  step— 
step  subversive  of  the  powers  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  injuries  to  the  feelings  and  interests, 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  That  was  the 
step  which  has  caused  so  much  agitation,  so 
many  heartburnings,  if  not  worse,  throughout 
this  country.  Had  they  come  hack  here  and 
told  the  people  of  this  Province  that  they  failed 
in  their  original  mission,  and  that  no  Union  of 
the  Maritime  Provinces  could  be  effected,  they 
would  at  least  have  afforded  the  people  an  op-, 
portunity  of  saying  how  far  they  ware  disposed 
to  go  into  the  largea  question  ;they  did  not  do 
this,  but  they  took  upon  themselves  the  whole 
responsibility  of  concocting  the  scheme  calleff 
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Quebec  scheme.  Many  gentlemen  have  hith- 
erto spoken  of  the  scheme  then  arranged,  but 
i have  been  surprised  that  long  as  it  has  been 
before  scarcely  one  syllable  has  been  utterd  in 
tnis  debate  in  referance;  to  it.  it  has  been 
praised  abroad  as  a great  and  magnificent 
scheme,  but  what  is  its  position  now?  “But 
yesterday  it  might  have  stood  ag  linst  the  world, 
now  none  so  poor  to  do  it  reverence,”  and  it  is 
here,  or  not  here  just  as  men  may  choose. 

We  have  heard  something  about  the  petitions 
presented  to  this  house  against  Confederation, 
we  have  yet  heard  nothing  ot  petitions  in  its 
favor.  And  now  we  are  asked  to  deliberately 
ignore  the  expressed  sentiments  of  this  people  : 
we  are  told  that  these  petitions  are  to  be  disre- 
garded, and  that  no  notice  is  to  be  taken  of  the 
rights  of  the  electors.  We  are  reminded  of  the 
action  ot  the  British  Parliament  in  dealing  with 
the  Reform  question,  and  we  are  told  that  that 
measure  involved  an  important  change  in  the 
constitution  of  the  country  and  no  one  ever  con- 
tended that  Parliament  was  incompetent  to  deal 
with  it  without  reference  to  the  people;  but, 
will  any  one  tell  me  that  the  questson  was  not 
before  the  people  of  Great  Britain  before  the 
last  General  Election  ? That  is  the  answer 
which  I give  to  those  who  assert  that  this  legis- 
lature has  the  right  to  deal  with  an  irrevocable 
change  in  the  Constitution,  and  refer  to  the  ac» 
tion  ot  the  British  Parliament  in  justification  of 
the  step.  The  subject  of  Reform  was,  as  I have 
stated,  before  the  people  of  England  previously 
to  the  General  Election  held  there,  and  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  influence  of  one  of  the  greatest 
statesmen  that  England  ever  saw,  that  question 
would  have  had  more  beariug  on  the  results  of 
that  election  than  it  had  ; gentlemen,  therefore, 
must  not  refer  to  that  as  any  example  for  deny- 
ing to  the  people  of  this  country  the  opportunity 
of  passing  on  the  present  measure.  It  has  in 
deed  been  pretended  that  the  people  of  this 
country  are  in  favor  of  this  important  step,  but  I 
ask  gentlemen  around  these  seats  if  they  can  say 
so  consistently  with  the  honest  and  deliberate 
sentiments  of  their  minds,  unoperated  upon  by 
any  pressure  ? Is  there  a majority  here  who 
will  say  that  the  majority  of  the  people  are  in 
favor  of  the  Quebec  scheme  1 No  sir,  I will  not 
be  content  with  that,  I will  ask  is  there  a maio- 
rity  of  the  people  in  favor  of  any  union  ? I de- 
ny it,  and  I have  some  means  of  fortifying  the 
assertion.  In  the  course  of  the  last  two  years 
since  the  question  has  been  agitated  in  the 
country,  there  have  been  no  less  than  three 
appeals  to  the  constituencies  of  this 
Province,  and  they  are  not  by  any  means  the 
most  inconsiderable  of  our  constituencies.  There 
is  the  county  of  Annapolis  which  for  many 
years  elected  to  a seat  within  these  walls  a gen 
deman  who,  without  reference  to  politics,  I 
would  say  was  one  of  the  first  men  in  this  coun- 
tiy,  and  the  fact  of  their  returning  that  gentle- 
man proves  the  electors  of  that  county  to  be 
among  the  most  intelligent  constituencies  of  the 
Province.  Since  this  question  has  been  agita- 
ted that  constituency  has  spoken,  and  how  ? 
By  an  immense  majority  it  returned  the  present 


member,  Mr.  Ray.  Another  constituency,  one 
of  the  most  populous  and  thriving  in  the  Pro- 
vince, that  of  Lunenburg,  was  opened.  Shall  I 
be  told  that  the  question  was  not  before  the 
people  of  Lunenburg 1 I heard  one  of  the  rep- 
seseDtatives  of  that  county,  Mr.  Kaulback,  say 
to  yesterday,  but  I have  in  my  possession  tes- 
timony  that  will  confirm  me  in  the  statement 
that  that  constituency  pronounced  on  this  ques- 
tion when  by  a very  large  majority  they  elected 
the  present  member,  Mr.  Hebb.  I go  then  to 
the  township  of  Yarmouth,  and  the  gentle, 
men  who  represent  that  constituency  need  not 
be  ashamed  of  it — for  if  there  be  a portion  of 
the  province  in  which  active  industry  and  en- 
terprise prevail,  it  is  the  township  of  Yarmouth* 
Her  ships  are  on  every  sea.  Look  abroad  at  all 
quarters  of  the  globe,  and  you  see  Yarmouth 
ships  and  Yarmouth  men.  When  I am  told, 
then,  that  the  opinions  of  this  constituency  are 
to  be  disregarded,  or  that  their  views  upon  this 
measure  were  not  expressed,  I feel  that  I must 
turn  a deaf  ear  to  such  statements,  because  they 
are  abundantly  contradicted  by  the  facts  and 
circumstances.  But  some  gentlemen  argue  that 
on  this  question,  of  all  questions,  the  people 
should  not  be  appealed  to,  because  the  people 
would  decide  on  other  issues  and  not  on  this. 
From  whom  does  this  statement  come  ? Does 
it  not  come  from  those  who  ought  to  use  lan- 
guage more  respectful, — language  precisely  the 
reverse — from  the  administration  which  the 
breath  of  the  peopls  has  created 2 It  cornea 
faom  gentlemen  who  hold  their  offices  by  virtue 
of  the  popular  voice,  and  yet  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country  are  to  be  told  that  they  are  incapa 
ble  of  pronouncing  a judgment  cn  this  parti- 
cular question  ; that  other  subjects  would  be 
introduced,  and  that  no  decision  could  be  ob- 
tained upon  this  particular  subject.  Have  the 
people  lost  all  discernment  and  discrimination 
that  this,  the  most  important  question  that  ever 
agitated  the  public  mind,  is  one  upon  which  no 
reliable  opinion  could  be  formed  and  exposed. 
Sir,  I think  very  differently  of  the  people;  I 
believe  they  would  appreciate  the  magnitude  of 
the  proposition,  and  while  they  would  be  dis- 
posed to  condemn  much  of  the  public  conduct 
of  the  administration,  their  intelligent  discern- 
ment would  lead  them  to  sink  all  other  consi- 
derations and  all  other  questions  of  policy,  in 
order  that  upon  this  they  might  pronounce  the 
decisions  of  their  minds  and  hearts.  It  will  be 
perceii  ed  that  I am  for  submitting  this  ques- 
tion to  the  people.  Sir,  I hold  that  in  a matter 
which  concerns  their  interests  for  all  time  to 
come,  it  is  our  duty  to  them.  But  taking  the 
argument  of  the  other  side,  and  supposing  that 
the  people  are  not  as  intelligent  as  I assert  they 
are,  there  is  another  mode  of  testing  their  opi- 
nions. and  that  is  by  submitting  to  them  the 
question  of  Confederation,  pure  and  simple. 
We  are  told  that  this  is  not  a British  practice — 
that  there  is  no  precedent  for  this  ; but  I reply 
that  we  have  on  our  statute  book  a precedent 
established  by  a gentleman  long  before  the  pub- 
lic eye,  and  now  holding  an  important  public 
position,  I refer  to  the  Judge  in  Equity.  The 


OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY 


261 


provisions  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  Bill 
required  that  it  should  be  submitted  for  every 
man  to  vote  upon,  favorably  or  otherwise,  and  I 
therefore  maintain  that  we  have  an  illustrious 
precedent  for  the  course  that  we  suggest.  But 
if  there  were  no  precedent,  I might  properly  in- 
troduce here  what  was  improperly  introduced 
the  other  day  by  the  Att.  General,  a reference 
to  the  law  of  necessity— I would  say,  here  is  a 
case  the  like  of  which  has  never  occurred,  and  for 
which  there  can  be  no  precedent, — here  is  an 
unparalleled  case,  and  t erefore  we  are  justified  in 
establishing  a precedent  We  can  find  no  pre- 
cedent for  the  attempt  to  subvert  and  destrov 
the  constitution  of  the  country,  and  hence  I 
think  that  in  this  special  emergency  we  are  not 
merely  at  liberty  but  are  abuudantly  and  impe- 
ratively called  upon  to  take  that  course  which 
will  best  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case  and 
promote  the  interests  of  the  people.  It  lies  not 
upon  os  who  oppose  this  measure,  hut  upon 
those  who  insist  on  its  passage,  to  prove  the 
necessity  uncalled  for  by  the  people  for  taking 
away  the  institutions  of  the  country.  Sir,  i 
was  astonished  when  I was  told  yesterday  that 
in  addition  to  all  the  arguments  that  could  be 
adduced  in  favor  of  Confederation  the  circum« 
stance  that  all  the  lawyers  and  trained  politicians 
were  in  favor  of  it  should  be  a reason  for  the 
adoption  of  the  scheme  without  any  appeal  to 
them.gSir,  I protest  against  such  a doctrine,  and 
the  people  will  protest  against  it,  and  I fancy 
I can  hear  them  say— “ It  is  all  very  well  for 
the  lawyers  and  trained  politicians  to  be  in  fa- 
vor i f the  measure,  they  are  those  who  are  to 
be  most  largely  benefitted  by  the  change — these 
are  the  men  who  are  to  be  the  ‘ upper  ten/  ” 
That  is  something  like  the  language  that  they 
will  use,  nor  will  it  be  inappropriate.  But,  sir, 
it  is  not  for  lawyers  or  for  trained  politicians 
that  we  are  to  act  in  this  place.  This  is  the 
people’s  house ; their  interests  must  be  the  pol* 
ar-star  of  every  man’s  action  here,  and  this  mea* 
sure  is  to  affect  those  interests  for  weal  or  for 
woe  for  ever. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  : — I am  glad  we  have 
one  honest  lawyer  in  the  house. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  continued.  After  the 
course  which  the  hon  and  learned  member  has 
taken,  nothing  he  can  say  will  at  all  affect  my 
sensibilities,  and  I think  his  remarks  will  pass 
with  little  notice  at  the  hands  af  every  one  else. 
But,  sir,  while  he  has  suggested  to  my  mind 
this  observation  upon  the  course  which  he  has 
pursued,  I will  not  suffer  myself  to  be  hurried 
into  a charge  against  any  member 
of  being  a traitor.  I shall  pursue  the  course 
which  my  conscience  suggests,  and  leave  it  to 
others  to*  settle  their  own  course  before  the 
same  tribunal.  I hope  the  verdict  may  give 
the  same  satisfaction  as  that  which  I am  now  expe- 
riencing. I have  referred  to  the  necessity  for 
an  appeal  to  the  people,  and  if  I stood  alone,  I 
would  insist  on  the  propriety  and  the  justice  of 
that  cause.  But,  sir,  we  have  been  told  that  be- 
cause Fenianism  is  rampant,  and  because  the 
Reciprocity  Treaty  has  been  abrogated,  we 
should  go  into  Confederation.  Before  the  Re- 


ciprocity Treaty  existed  we  were  not  confederat- 
ed, and  I have  too  much  faith  in  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  our  people  to  imagine  that  the  re- 
peal of  that  treaty  will  materially  impede  our 
progress.  As  regards  Fenianism,  I am  at  a 
loss  to  see  the  connection  between  that  subject 
and  this.  If  New  Brunswick  be  threatened,  does 
any  one  feel  it  to  be  necessary  to  confederate  for 
greater  security ? In  view  of  that  state  of 
things,  I ask  myself— Does  the  British  Govern- 
ment intend  to  retain  these  Provinces  or  not? 
If  they  do,  New  Brunswick  is  safe — Confederation 
will  not  make  it  safer.  If  the  United  States  de- 
sired to  have  possession  of  British  North  Ameri- 
ca, and  Great  Britain  be  unwilling  to  defend 
us,  is  Confederation  going  to  save  us  ? We 
have  heard  the  story  about  defences.  Well,  I 
am  but  a young  soldier,  but  I cannot  understand 
how  on  that  branch  of  the  subject  any  argument 
can  be  founded.  British  North  America  is  now 
a portion  of  the  British  Empire,  the  people  of 
these  colonies  owe  fealty  and  allegiance  to  the 
British  Crown,  and  while  that  allegiance  is  given 
and  that  fealty  paid,  a corresponding  duty  rests 
upon  the  British  Government  to  afford  protec- 
tion to  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  Prince 
Edward  Island,  on  the  same  ground  as  that  on 
which  they  protect  Kent,  Surrey,  or  Middlesex, 
or  any  other  county  of  the  British  Isles.  Sir,  I 
assert  that  Great  Britain  is  not  only  bound  but 
is  disposed  to  maintain  her  authority  in  these 
countries,  and  to  afford  us  protection  as  British 
subjects.  As  a Nova  Scotian  and  as  a British 
subject  dwelling  upon  British  soil,  I shall  be  pre- 
pared at  all  times  to  sanction  any  means  of  co- 
operation with  the  British  government  to  main- 
tain in  these  colonies  the  integrity  of  the  British 
Empire. 

It  has  been  said,  and  truly  said,  that  Confede- 
ration will  not  give  us  a man  or  a pound  more 
than  we  have  now.  No  one  in  this  house  has 
argued  the  question  in  a military  point  of  view, 
but  even  arguing  it  in  that  aspect  nothing  can 
disturb  the  fact  to  which  I have  referred,  that  we 
would  have  no  greater  power  than  now,  and  it  is 
a libel  on  the  British  Government  to  say  that  if 
we  do  not  adopt  the  scheme  we  will  be  deserted. 
No  sir,  I believe  that  England  would  no  more 
desert  us  in  the  hour  of  extremity  than  a parent 
would  desert  his  child  in  the  hour  of  danger. 
It  is  not  the  desire  or  intention,  it  has  never 
been  the  policy  of  the  British  government  to 
deal  with  these  Provinces  in  any  other  manner 
than  comported  with  the  wishes  of  the  people 
Reference  has  been  made  to  the  despatches  of 
Mr.  Cardwell, — I wish  that  statesman  were  here 
on  the  flaor  of  this  House  to-day  to  hear,  as  he 
would,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  a number  of  mem- 
bers, and  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
country  that  the  question  should  be  submitted 
for  their  consideration  at  the  polls.  Were  ho 
here  I feel  safe  in  saying  that  as  a British  states- 
man charged  with  the  protection  of  Her  Majesty’s 
subjects,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  command  the 
government  of  this  country  to  submit  the  mea- 
sure to  the  people.  The  British  government,  as 
I have  said,  have  no  other  interest  in  dealing 
with  us  than  to  further  our  wishes.  Let  us  go 
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back  to  the  period  when  the  mother  country  gave 
us  a constitution  ; what  was  the  language  of  the 
Imperial  ministry  then  7 It  amounted  to  this, 
“ Only  tell  us  what  you  want  and  you  shall  have 
it,  you  shall  be  governed  according  to  the  well 
understood  wishes  of  your  own  people,  we  will 
not  interfere,  the  constitution  which  you  propose 
shall  be  the  one  that  we  Will  maintain.”  That 
constitution  has  continued  to  be  ours  from  that 
day  to  this,  and  it  is  one  that  I will  strive  to 
guard.  It  does  indeed  come  with  a bad  grace 
from  men  brought,  I may  almost  say,  from  the 
backwoods  of  the  country,  who  but  for  that  con- 
stitution wrould  never  have  dreamed  of  being 
elevated  to  the  positions  they  now  fill, — I say  it 
comes  with  a bad  grace  from  them  to  strike  down 
the  constitution  from  which  they  have  derived 
such  distinction.  I trust  that  they  will  pause 
before  doing  so,  and  if  they  reflect  for  a moment 
upon  the  consequences  of  the  present  measure, 
if  they  reflect  that  when  once  done  it  cannot  be 
undone,  that  this  decree  which  we  are  called  upon 
to  pass  will  be  irrevocable  and  irretrievable,  they 
will  see  how  great  will  be  the  evils  that  must  en- 
sue. If  we  have  a ministry  that  is  not  agreeable 
to  our  wishes,  and  that  does  not  promote  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  we  may  bear  with  it  for  a 
while,  knowing  that  the  time  will  come  when  the 
people  will  assert  their  rights  and  substitute  bet- 
ter men,  but  in  reference  to  this  measure  only 
pass  it  now  and  it  will  be  passed  forever — the 
doom  of  Nova  Scoita  will  then  be  sealed.  I 
have  not  said  a word  as  to  my  views  respecting 
union  in  the  abstract.  I find  Nova  Scotia  a 
happy,  prosperous,  loyal  country  ; I find  her  on 
the  high  road  of  progress  and  advancement,  a 
country  in  which  every  man  may  pursue  industry 
in  any  branch  he  may  select,  a country  enjoying 
civil  and  religious  liberty  in  the  largest  degree, 
I find  her  a comparatively  untaxed  country,  en- 
joying blessings  and  advantages  not  to  be  found 
in  any  other  country  beneath  the  sun,  and  these 
are  to  be  lost  or  to  be  perilled  for  what  ? Where 
is  the  necessity  for  the  change  7 Until  I can  see 
seme  greater  necessity  than  I now  see,  my  ban 
ner  shall  be  Nova  Scotia  for  Nova  Scotians,  my 
device  shall  be  that  the  privileges  we  now  enjoy 
shall  be  maintained  inviolate.  At  present  “ I 
seek  no  change,  and  least  of  all  such  a change-as 
this  would  bring  us.”  Mr.  Speaker,  I hold  in 
my  hand  a resolution  which  I intend  to  offer  in 
vindication  of  my  position.  I trust  it  will  meet 
with  the  concurrence  of  a large  number  of  mem- 
bers. 

This  resolution  recites  among  other  matters 
the  fact  that  an  unauthorized  conference  Avas 
held  at  Quebec.  It  further  recites  the  proceed- 
ings, and  geuerally  covers  the  ground  and  ante- 
cedents of  the  present  question.  In  reference  to 
the  present  condition  of  the  Province — I mean 
the  present  crisis  of  alarm  and  danger — I Avould 
ask  in  what  position  would  every  man  Avho  truly 
loved  his  country  desire  to  see  her  stand7  He 
would  desire  to  see  his  countrymen  one  in  heart, 
and  hand  in  hand,  without  any  question  agitating 
their  minds  in  connection  with  political  consid- 
erations. Our  people,  especially  at  the  present 
moment,  should  have  but  one  object  in  view, — 


to  arrest  the  common  danger  and  save  the  com- 
mon country.  At  such  a crisis  it  is  above  all 
things  necessary,  just,  and  wise,  that  there  should 
be  but  one  sentiment  abroad — that  of  loyalty  to 
the  British  Crown,  and  that  of  a determination 
to  sustain  the  integrity  of  the  British  Empire. 
It  is  because  an  agitation  such  as  this  measure 
is  inducing  will  produce  consequenecs  of  an  un- 
favorable character,  consequences  affecting  the 
regard  of  the  people  for  the  institutions  under' 
which  they  live,  and  dividing  their  power  to  resist 
an  enemy,  if  an  enemy  should  venture  an  attack; 
it  is  because,  in  addition  to  the  other  objections 
which  I have  stated  that  I am  apprehensive  of  such 
results  as  these,  that  I ask  this  house  to  pause 
before  they  consummate  a union  which  the  peo- 
ple do  not  desire — one  in  fact  against  AArhich 
they  have  petitioned,  and  that  at  a time  Avhen 
they  should  be  found  warm  in  their  allegiance, 
as  united  as  one  man  to  protect  the  soil  on 
Avhich  they  live  and  upon  which  they  hope  to 
die.  In  opposing  this  perilous  consummation,  I 
am  discharging  my  duty  to  my  constituents,  to 
myself,  and  to  the  country  at  large.  I do  trust, 
that  Avedded  though  some  gentlemen  in  high 
position  may  be  to  this  measure,  the  house,  in 
vieAv  of  the  present  danger,  will  stop  at  the  point 
of  consummation  of  this  act.  It  may  matter  not 
to  me  individually  what  the  decision  of  this 
house  may  be ; it  may  be  that  in  the  changes  of 
political  life,  Avhen  the  term  of  this  Legislature 
expires,  I may  not  be  found  again  Avithin  these 
walls,  or  have  the  ambition  to  seek  another 
county  for  the  advancement  of  my  position — but 
there  are  those  behind  us  whose  interests  to  all 
futurity  are  involved,  and  in  their  name  I beseech 
the  Government  of  the  country,  the  constitution- 
al guardians  of  the  people,  to  pause,  ere  they 
force  upon  a loyal  population  a scheme  against 
which  the  country  is  arrayed,  and  which  must 
inevitably  engender  feelings  which  will  militate 
in  all  time  to  come  with  the  true  interests  of 
that  common  country  Avithin  whose  borders  it  is 
our  pride  and  privilege  to  dAvell.  Entertaining 
these  opinions,  1 offer  for  the  consideration  of 
the  house  the  following  amendment ; — - 

“ Whereas  certain  resolutions  were  adopted  at  a 
Conference  of  Delegates  from  the  Provinces  of  Cana- 
da, Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick,  and  the 
Colonies  of  Newfoundland  and  Prince  EdAvard  Island, 
held  at  the  city  of  Quebec  on  the  10th  day  of  October, 
1861,  as  the  basis  of  a proposed  Confederation  of 
those  Provinces  and  Colonies. 

“ And  whereas  such  Conference  Avas  held  without 
the  authority  or  sanction  of  the  Legislature  and  peo- 
ple of  this  Province. 

“ And  whereas,  since  the  holding  of  such  Confer 
ence,  and  the  adoption  of  such  resolutions,  no  general 
election  has  been  held  in  this  Province,  but  three 
special  elections  in  the  important  constituencies  of 
Annapolis,  Lunenburg,  and  Yarmouth,  have  taken 
place;  and  at  such  elections  the  people  at  the  polls 
have  expressed  themselves  as  decidedly  hostile  to 
the  proposed  Confederation,  and  the  members  elect- 
ed by  such  constituencies  are  prepared  to  act  in 
obedience  to  the  declared  wishes  of  their  copstitu- 
eneies. 

“ And  Avhereas,  during  the  last,  and  at  the  present 
session  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Province,  petitions 
very  numerously  signed,  and  commg  from  every 
constituency  in  Nova  Scocia,  have  earnestly  prayed 
that  this  House  would  refuse  its  concurrence  in  the 
arrangement  for  the  Con’ederation  in  question;  and 
further,  that  no  measure,  involving  a fundamental 
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change  in  th9  institutions  of  the  country,  should  be 
attempted  to  be  passed  by  any  Government  until  the 
people  were  afforded  the  opportunity  of  giving  n 
legitimate  expression  to  their  wishes  respecting  it 
at  toe  polls. 

“ And  whereas,  with  a single  exception,  no  peti- 
tions have  ever  been  presented  to  this  House  praying 
for  the  ratification  of  such  or  any  other  scheme  for 
Confederation,  and  in  the  absence  of  a decided  and 
distinct  expression  in  favor  thereof,  by  a large  majo- 
rity of  the  people  of  this  Province,  it  would,  erpecially 
at  the  present  crisis,  be  unwise,  and  dangerous  to 
the  peace  and  general  interests  of  the  country,  to 
force  the  same  upon  the  acceptance  of  its  people. 

“ Resolved  therefore , 't  hat  it  is  the  opinion  and 
sense  of  this  House  that  the  Government  and  Legis 
lature  of  this  Provin  e should  be  no  parties  to  the 
consummation  of  any  scheme  for  the  Confederation 
of  the  .British  North  American  Provinces  and  Colo- 
nies, until  an  opportunity  shall  have  been  first 
afforded  to  the  several  constituencies  of  the  Province 
at  large  to  express  their  views  and  opinions  thereon 
in  a constitutional  manner  at  the  polls." 

SPEECH  OF  DS.  HAMILTON. 

Dr.  Hamilton  said:— If  ever  there  was  a 
question  of  magnitude  before  the  Legislature 
it  is  the  one  which  is  now  under  discussion. 
1 would  have  wished  that  this  question  had 
been  discussed  more  on  its  own  merits,  but  un- 
fortunately it  has  assumed  a party  aspect  to  a 
large  extern,  and  a great  deal  of  irrelevant 
mat  er  has  been  introduced.  It  is  a subject 
which  has  agiia‘ed  the  public  mind  for  a leiig  h 
of  time,  hough  if  has  never  assumed  so  serious 
an  aspect  as  at  present.  There  are  two  or  three 
points  in  which  this  question  may  be  viewed. 
I will  say  first  that  any  question  should  be 
considered  first  in  reference  to  i's  merits,  and 
again  in  connection  with  the  paries  who  are 
in  favour  or  are  opposed  to  r.  There  is  now 
some  ground  upon  which  to  base  an  argu- 
or  there  is  not.  In  all  ’he  discussions  that  I 
have  heard  since  this  question  has  been  up 
there  are  few  persons  who  have  taken  that 
stand  upon  i which  it  appears  to  me  its  merits 
demand.  As  one  of  the  people  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia, as  one  having  an  interest  in  its  welfare,  in 
every  particular,  I would  like  to  see  the  ques- 
tion settled  on  its  own  merits  for  the  benefit  of 
this  Province  as  well  as  ©f  all  British  North 
America.  It  is  one  which  not  only  affects  us 
at  the  present  time,  but  for  our  future  for  weal 
and  woe.  Consequently  a hasty  decision  or 
an  improper  action  might  be  calculated  to  in- 
jure this  Province  irremediably.  It  is  true  the 
question  has  been  before  the  public  for  some 
time.  It.  has  been  discussed  since  the  dele- 
gation returned  from  Canada,  as  well  as  iu  the 
Press,  though  not  in  that  intelligent  and  de- 
liberate manner  necessary  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple to  come  to  a fair  and  honest  conclusion. 
We  are  here  as  a part  and  parcel  of  the 
British  Empire  — lying  between  the  Atlantic 
and  the  Pacific — and  we  must  be  very  ma- 
terially affected  by  whatever  position  th  s ques- 
tion assumes  in  the  future.  In  considering  this 
question,  we  must  not  look  at  it  in  its  pounds, 
shillings  and  pence  view  only,  but  in  connec 
lion  with  our  duties  to  the  British  Empire. 
Changes  are  continually  going  on  in  the  world, 
in  reference  to  political  questions  more  espe- 
cially We  find  that  the  constitution  which 
Nova  Scotia  had  some  thirty  or  forty  years  ago, 
cannot  be  that  of  the  present  day.  Refinement, 
education,  and  the  resourcefl  of  the  povince, 


are  daily  and  gradually  improving — we  have  to 
pass  and  amend  laws  continually,  as  the  coun- 
try progresses.  I regret  that  this  question 
should  have  assumed  the  party  aspect  it  has. 
Like  Education,  it  should  be  kept  free  from 
anything  that  may  give  it  a party  character, 
and  should  be  determined  in  accordance  with 
the  best  interests  of  the  people  The  future  of 
these  Provinces,  as  consolidated,  has  been  fully 
portrayed  by  a great  number  ot  gentlemen  who 
have  preceded  me  and  spoken  on  the  subject, 
aud  therefore  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to 
deal  with  that  part  of  the  question  It  is  true 
that  Nova  Sco'ia  is  a choice  little  Province,  and 
has  got  along  very  well  for  the  last  fifty  years, 
and  I would  be  quite  content  to  let  things  go  on 
as  they  are,  if  I had  a guarantee  of  their  con- 
tinuance. Whilst  we  have  not  this  guarantee, 
it  is  necessary  to  prepare  for  any  emergency 
that  may  arise.  If  the  Provinces  were  con- 
solidated into  one  empire — perhaps  that  term 
is  too  extensive — or  a Confederation,  we  would 
have  unity  of  action,  design  and  sentiment.  If 
that  would  be  the  result  we  would  have  union 
which  is  strength,  population  which  is  wealth, 
and  knowledge  which  is  power.  I think  a con- 
federation of  British  North  America  might  be 
so  arranged  and  so  adapted  to  our  wants  and 
circumstances  that  their  combination  would  be 
brought  about  to  benefit  the  whole.  I will  sup- 
pose that  the  United  States  had  remained  dif- 
ferent and  independent  States,  and  had  not  uni- 
ted, what  would  have  been  the  resud  1 Would 
the  13  States  be  the  32  United  States  with  all 
the  power  and  influence  that  they  now  exercise 
under  the  one  government  managed  by  one  gene- 
ral legislature— with  identity  of  interest,  pur- 
pose and  design.  If  each  had  chosen  its  own 
; president — its  own  representatives — arranged 
its  own  trade  relations,  customs,  and  revenues 
would  not  the  state  of  things  on  this  continent 
present  a very  different  aspect  at  this  present 
time.  I want  to  know  if  Massachusetts  could 
have  become  the  great  manufacturing  state  she 
now  is,  if  the  hostile  tariffs  and  arrangements 
that  exist  between  the  States  were  in  force.  The 
question  has  been  asked  if  we  have  territory 
enough  to  form  a Confederation.  As  far  as 
territory  is  concerned,  extending  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Pacific,  and  from  42  degrees  fo  the 
North  Pole,  British  North  America  is  much 
larger  than  the  present  United  States,  and  is 
under  British  control  I think  that  this  terri- 
tory is  enough  to  form  a small  kingdom  in  con- 
nection with  the  British  Empire.  I don’t 
think  I can  do  better  than  to  read  an  extract 
from  a work,  speaking  of  the  territory  that 
would  form  the  proposed  Confederation. 

“ 1.  Come  from  whose  band  it  may,  the  resolution  be- 
fore the  committee  opens  for  discussion  the  broadest 
field,  the  noblest  subject  ever  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Legiff  'ture.  A day,  or  evena  week, 
may  be  well  spent  upon  such  a theme.  If,  6ir,  such 
topics  were  oftener  p rented  here  our  ideas  would 
expand  beyond  the  charmed,  it  tmay  be,  but  the  con- 
tracted circle  o(  part  disputations  ; our  debates 
would  assume  a higher  tone;  and  the  hopes  and  aspi- 
rations of  our  people,  clustering  around  their  fire- 
sides, would  point  to  interests  more  enduring  than 
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even  the  result  of  half  our  controversies— some  poor- 
ly paid  office,  or  paltry  Provincial  institution 

2.  But  yet,  rising  with  the  magnitude  of  this  great 
theme,  1 shall  endeavour  to  catch  its  inspiration;  re- 
membering only  that  I am  a Nova  Scotian,  the  son 
of  a loyalist,  a North  American,  a true  subject  of  the 
Queen;  but  one  whose  allegiance,  to  be  perfect,  must 
include  every  attribute  of  manhood,  every  privilege 
of  the  empire. 

3.  In  no  vain  spirit  do  I wish  also  that  the  senti- 
ments which  I am  about  to  utter  might  be  heard  and 

ondered,  not  only  as  they  will  be  by  those  who  in 

abit  half  this  continent,  but  by  members  of  the  Bri 
tish  Parliament,  by  Imperial  statesmen,  by  the  Coun- 
cillors who  stand  around,  and  by  the  Gracious  Sove- 
rign  who  sits  upon  the  throne. 

4.  Sir,  the  first  question  which  we  men  of  the 
North  must  put  to  ourselves  is,  Have  we  a territory 
large  enough  of  which  to  form  a nation  ? At  the  risk 
of  travelling  over  some  of  the  ground  trodden  over 
yesterday  by  the  learned  member  for  Annapolis.  I 
think  it  can  be  shown  that  we  have.  Beneath,  be- 
hind, and  around  us,  stretching  away  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Pacific.  All  Europe,  with  its  family  of 
nations,  contains  but  three  million  seven  hundred 
and  eight  thousand,  or  two  hundred  and  ninety-two 
thousand  miles  lejs.  The  Unit*  d States  include  three 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  five  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-two square  miles,  or  seven  hunched  aud  sixty- 
nine  thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  less 
than  British  America. 

5.  We  North  americans,  living  under  the  British 
flag,  have  one-ninth  of  the  whole,  and  this  ought  to 
give  us  “ ample  room  and  verge  enough”  for  the  ac- 
commodation and  support  of  a countless  population. 

6.  The  great  Province  of  Canada  is  equal  in  size  to 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  Prussia.  Charmed  by 
her  classic  recollections,  how  apt  are  we  to  magnify 
everything  in  the  Old  World,  and  to  imagine  that 
Providence  fas  been  kind  to  her  alone.  Yet  the 
noble  St.  Lawrence  is  equal  in  proportion  to  the  Nile 
— the  great  granary  of  the  East  which,  from  the  days 
of  patriarchs,  h ;8  fed  millions  with  its  produce.  Take 
the  Italian's  Po,  the  Frenchman’s  Rhone,  the  Eng- 
lishman’s 1 hames,  the  German’s  Rhine,  and  Span- 
iard’s T gu«,  and  roil  them  into  a stream  equal  to  the 
St.  Lawrence  The  great  lakes  of  Canada  are  larger 
in  volume  than  the  Caspian  Sea;  and  the  Gulf  ot  St. 
Lawrence  (with  which  we  are  so  familiar  that  we  for- 
get what  it  is),  contains  a surface  of  one  hundred 
thousa  d square  miles,  and  is  as  large  as  the  Black 
Sea,  on  which  the  proud  fleets  of  four  hostile  nations 
may  at  this  very  moment  be  engaged.  Accustomed 
to  think  aud  feel  as  Colonists,  it  is  difficult  lor  us  to 
imagine  that  the  Baltic,  illustrated  by  Nelson’s 
achievements  and  Campbell’s  verse,  is  not  something 
different  trorn  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  yet  it  is 
not.  Its  dimensions  a e about  the  same;  its  climate 
rigourcaw;  its  coast  originally  sterile,  and  the  sea 
kings  a d warriors  who  came  out  of  it,  made  of  no 
better  stuff  than  are  the  men  who  shoot  seals  on  the 
ice  flakes  of  Newfoundland,  till  farms  on  the  green 
hills  of  Pictou,  or  fell  trees  in  the  forests  of  New 
Brunswick.” 

I think  it  would  not  require  anything  more 
from  me  to  show  that  there  is  territory  enough  to 
make  a nation,  which  I trust,  if  it  does  come  to 
that — will  be  ruled  by  the  mild  sway  of  Queen 
Victoria.  In  this  extensive  territory  we  have  a 
great  many  natural  advanta  es~we  have  agri- 
cultural capabilities,  we  have  forests  and  ihe 
fisheries,  iron,  coal  and  gold,  and  a variety  of 
other  sources  of  wealth.  It  is  w ater  power,  coal 
and  ir-a  that  enable  a country  to  excel  in  ma- 
nufactures. We  have  spread  all  over  the*1ace 
of  the  country  these  substantial  elements  to 
make  a people  great.  I need  not  speak  of  the 
harbour  8 bays  and  rivers,  for  they  are  innumer- 
able. There  is  no  more  healthy  climte  in  the 
world  than  we  have  in  British  North  America. 
We  are  away  from  the  fever  of  the  South ; and 


it  is  true  we  have  cold,  severe  winter  in  many 
parts  of  the  Provinces,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it 
always  invigorates  thef  body  and  improves  the 
activity  of  the  mind,  and  renders  the  people  who 
occupy  this  territory  equal  in  physical  vigor 
and  mental  power  to  those  of  any  portion 
of  the  world  I might  refer  you  to  statistical 
tables  to  shew  the  health  of  the  country,  but  I 
do  not  wish  to  weary  you.  In  this  territory  we 
have  about  4,000,000  of  population,  rapidly  in- 
creasing. That  population  consists  of  farmers, 
fishermen  and  miners,  seamen,  lumbermen,  &c., 
who  are  well  calculated  to  bring  to  fruition  ail 
the  various  resources  which  are  necessary  for 
our  support  and  happiness.  There  are  no  con- 
flicting interests  between  these  Provinces.  Nova 
Scotia  has  fishing,  mining  and  agricultural  capa 
bilities.  New  Brunswick  is  agricultural  and 
lumbering ; Canada  the  same ; P.  E.  Island  is 
purely  agricultural ; Newfoundland  is  a fishing 
community;  therefore  you  have  in  these  Provin- 
ces the  various  elements  that  constitute  great- 
ness, and  the  Union  will  combine  these  elements. 
Therefore  an  interchange  of  commodities  would 
take  place  from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances 
require  it.  There  are  various  objections  urged 
to  a Union  with  Canada.  One  is,  because  she 
rebelled  in  1837,  or  rather  manifested  a rebellious 
spirit.  I do  not  like  to  see  that  spirit,  but  if 
there  was  not  something  of  the  same  kind  in 
Nova  Scotia,  there  was  at  least  a good  deal  of 
excitement  and  feeling  manifested  when  Canada 
assumed  the  position  she  did.  In  view,  however, 
of  the  many  evidences  of  loyalty  that  Canada 
has  exhibited  in  times  past,  it  is  hardly  worth 
while  to  charge  upon  her  that,  many  years  since 
she  was  dissatisfied  in  consequence  of  the  exist- 
ence of  political  grievances.  Canada,  we  are 
told  again,  is  greatly  in  debt.  If  she  has  an 
amount  of  debt  which  is  greater  than  that  of 
Nova  Scotia  at  the  present  day,  but  not  equal 
to  that  of  New  Brunswick  in  comparison  with 
their  respective  populations,  she  has  an  amount 
of  wealth  to  show  for  it  that  perhaps  no  other 
Province  among  the  whole  can  show.  I think 
the  debt  of  Canada  is  about  $21.60  a head;  in 
New  Brunswick  it  is  $23.  Nova  Scotia  is  get- 
ting fast  on  to  thejstage  that  Canada  has  reached. 
The  last  estimate  was  $16  or  $17.  By  the  time 
all  her  public  works  are  completed,  she  will  have 
as  large  a debt  as  Canada,  but  whether  she  will 
have  as  much  to  show  for  it  as  Canada  is  quite 
another  question.  With  regard  to  the  product- 
ive wealth  of  Canada,  there  are  no  less  than 

500.000  persons  who  cultivate  the  soil  directly 
or  indirectly  There  are  237,654  persons  who 
own  and  occupy  farms.  The  value  of  the  farms 
is  put  down  at  $464,322,217.  The  value  of  pro- 
ducts annually  raised  is  no  less  than  $100,000,000. 
She  has  2000miles  of  railway, 216  miles  of  canals, 
valued  at  $16,000,000.  She  has  40  colleges,  with 

8.000  students;  8,000  Grammar  and  Common 
Schools,  educating  500,000  pupils,  and  the  most 
perfect  system  of  education  in  the  world.  If 
this  is  a country  that  is  dangerous  to  unite 
with,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  gentlemen 
around  these  benches  misunderstand  the  resour- 
ces and  state  of  Canada  at  the  present  time.  In 
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Canada  every  fifth  person  is  at  school — in  Nova 
Scotia  one-tenth, — that  is,  under  the  old  law. 
The  per  centage  of  education  in  Canada  is  greater 
than  that  in  New  York,  Massachusetts,  or  Penn- 
sylvania. I think,  therefore,  that  those  who  un- 
dertake to  say  that  Canada  is  a country  not 
to  be  desired — that  we  cannot  either  properly  or 
judiciously  unite  with  her — have  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  inform  themselves  upon  these  facts 
that  are  within  their  reach.  The  greatest  misre- 
presentation has  been  sent  to  the  country  by  the 
Anti-Union  press  concerning  Canada.  Not  a 
fight  occurs,  not  a train  runs  off  the  track  and 
kills  one  or  two  persons  in  that  Province  but  it 
it  is  blazoned  forth  in  that  press  ; but  you 
hear  nothing  of  the  great  capabilities  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  surplus  of  crops  and  revenue. — 
With  regard  to  the  subject  of  Union  and  the 
Quebec  scheme,  I shall  only  remark  on  one  or 
two  points,  for  the  whole  subject  has  been  al- 
ready most  fully  and  ably  discussed.  Some  1 5 
years  ago  the  hon.  member  for  East  Halifax  in- 
troduced a bill  to  provide  for  representation  by 
population ; but  I think  nothing  was  done  with 
it.  A few  years  afterwards  it  was  introduced 
again.  We  had  a very  unequal  representation : 
Queens  with  her  population  of  9,000  had  as 
large  a representation  as  Pictou  with  her  29, 
000  people.  Hants  had  five,  Annapolis  three, 
and  Kings  four  members,  with  nearly  an  equal 
population.  This  discrepancy  could  not  be 
accounted  for  on  any  just  principle  This  state 
of  thingsSjhas  been  the  result  of  the  progress  of 
t me  Whenever  a dead-lock  occurred  between 
parties,  and  government  necessities  demanded 
it,  the  representation  of  some  particular  county 
was  increased.  It  will  be  remembered  what  a 
hue  and  cry  was  raised  when  a bill  was  intro- 
duced by  the  present  Judge  in  Equity  to  a ter 
and  equalize  the  representation  of  the  country. 
My  own  opinion  i3  that  there  is  no  other  true 
principle  than  representation  by  population  It 
has  been  said  that  wealth  should  be  the  basis. 
When  discussing  this  question  with  a gentleman 
who  has  since  passed  away,  I asked  him:  as 
Halifax  has  an  amount  of  wealth  equal  to  Lu- 
nenburg, Queens,  Shelburne,  Yarmouth  and 
Digby  combined  would  you  give  her  the  same 
representation  that  all  these  couaties  have  ? 
Certainly  you  would  not  Take  production 
again.  I might  bring  statistics  to  show  that 
there  is  more  production  in  Antigonishe  than 
in  any  other  county  in  the  province,  according 
to  her  population.  Guysboro  is  another  county 
which  produces  very  heavily  in  fish,  etc 
Therefore  I cannot  see  that  it  is  possible  to 
base  representation  upon  any  other  principle 
than  population.  My  attention  has  been  turned 
to  this  subject  ever  since  the  hon.  member  for 
East  Halifax  introduced  the  bill  I spoke  of, 
and  I have  come  to  this  conclusion.  If  you 
form  a union  with  the  other  provinces,  on  whaj 
other  principle  can  you  base  it?  You  coulp 
not  base  it  on  wealth,  or  production,  or  territory. 
Population  is  the  only  true  and  safe  principle. 
Therefore,  so  far  as  that  principle  in  the  Quebec 
scheme  is  concerned,  it  has  my  hearty  co- 
operation. 
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With  regard  to  the  financial  part  of  the 
scheme  that  has  been  so  fully  and  ably  dealt  with 
by  Mr.  Archibald  and  other  gentlemen  who  are 
generally  considered  au  fail  with  figures,  that  it 
would  be  idle  for  me  to  say  anything  on  the 
subject  A great  deal  has  been  said  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  were  I to  compare  all  the  calculations 
that  have  been  made,  you  would  see  what  a di- 
versity of  opinion  exists  Take  the  resources 
of  Canada  and  divide  it  into  population,  and  do 
the  same  with  Nova  Scotia  or  any  other  of  the 
Colonies,  and  you  will  find  pretty  much  the 
same  result — only  a few  cents  difference.  Take 
the  expenses  of  the  government,  and  you  find 
very  much  the  same  thing.  Canada  is  obliged 
to  collect  a large  amount  of  revenue  on  certain 
articles  of  importation,  for  she  manufactures 
more  largely  than  we  do. 

I shall  now  turn  your  attention  to  another  fea- 
ture in  this  question.  Let  me  suppose  that  there 
is  an  individual  desperately  sick.  The  physician 
attending  him  feels  hardly  able  to  grapple  with 
the  disease  alone,  and  calls  in  assistance.  The 
physicians  then  hoi  l a consultation,  but  they  may 
disagree.  How  are  they  to  settle  the  difficulty  ? 
They  will  consult  the  best  authorities  on  the  ques- 
tion and  the  men  who  have  written  and  given  the 
results  of  their  experience,  and  the  issue  is  that 
the  weight  of  authority  carries  the  day.  The 
same  thing  may  be  said  in  respect  to  a Court  of 
Law.  The  Judges  consult  the  authorities,  and 
bring  to  bear  all  the  examples  relating  to  the 
case,  and  decide  accordingly.  I do  not  wish  to 
draw  any  invidious  comparisons  between  indivi- 
duals, but  I would  ask  who  have  advocated  Cor- 
federation  in  Nova  £cotia.  We  find  on  the  list 
the  late  ti.  J.  Uniacke,  the  present  Juige  in  Equi- 
ty, Mr.  Howe,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Provincial 
Secretary,  Mr  Archibald,  Hon.  Mr.  H nry,  Hon. 
Mr.  McCu'ly,  Hon.  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  others  I 
need  not  now  name.  Here  is  an  array  of  men 
who  have  occupied  a vary  prominent  position  in 
Nova  Scotia  ; every  one  of  these  gentlemen  have 
expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  Union,  and  no 
better  authorities  can  be  cited  than  they.  Mr. 
Howe  said,  years  ago,  it  was  the  dream  of  his 
boyhood  and  the  purpose  of  his  political  life  but  I 
am  told  that  it  was  only  a theory  with  him — • 
theory  generally  precedes  practice.  Now  is  the 
time  to  put  that  theory  into  practice  —never  was 
there  a more  auspicuous  period  to  do  so  than  now. 
When  I say  that  the  most  eminent  men  in  this 
Province  have  supported,  and  are  supporting 
Confederation,  I need  hardly  add  that  the  same 
thing  may  be  fairly  stated  of  the  other  Provinces. 
Whom  have  we  in  opposition  to  this  scheme  ? 
We  have  the  hon.  member  for  Guysboro,  who 
may  be  presumed  to  be  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion siuc9  he  introduced  the  amendment  to  the 
original  resolution.  We  have  Mr.  Jones,  Mr 
Andrew  Uniacke,  and  two  o^  three  other  gentle- 
men in  Halifax.  I do  not  wish  to  make  any  in- 
sidious comparisons  between  these  gentlemen. 
If  you  can  produce  an  array  of  talent  against 
Confederation  like  what  I have  given  as  support- 
ing it,  I would  like  to  hear  of  it.  I will  merely 
say  that  from  the  year  1834  up  to  the  present 
time  I have  been  a reader  of  the  “ Nova  Scotian,; 
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and  “ Morning  Chronicle/'  and  I must  confess 
that  if  I have  been  impressed  in  favour  of  Confe- 
deration it  has  been  from  perusing  the  able  and 
eloquent  writings  and  speeches  of  Mr.  Howe  on 
the  subject  Mr.  Howe’s  opposition  cannot  now 
effect  anything,  he  cannot  wipe  away  the  princi 
pies  to  establish  which  he  has  devoted  his  whole 
public  life.  It  will  be  remembered  that,  some 
time  ago,  he  wrote  a letter  denying  that  he  had 
written  anything  on  the  subject  of  Confederation. 

Now  I have  always  entertained  the  opinion 
that  he  has  been  opposing  the  scheme  from  its 
very  inception  by  the  present  government.  1 
have  read  his  productions  so  long,  that  I can  de- 
tect them  anywhere.  If  he  would  come  out  un- 
der his  own  name,  and  oppose  the  scheme  fairly 
and  honorably,  I would  respect  him  much  more 
than  I can  possibly  under  present  circumstances. 
He  said  he  had  not  written  a line  to  any  one,  ex- 
cept to  his  wife  A gentleman  told  me  that  he 
saw  an  article  that  was  corrected  by  Mr.  Howe’s' 
own  hand ; and  yet  a short  time  before  he  pub- 
lished a letter  in  “fhe  Reporter”  which  was  copied 
generally  by  the  press,  stating  that  he  had  not 
written  an  article  for  several  months.  I received 
a letter  last  night  from  a friend  of  mine  in  the 
country,  who  writes  that  he  hopes  the  House  will 
adopt  Confederation.  He  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
fluential men  in  my  own  county,  and  has  been  an 
admirer  of  Mr.  Howe,  but  he  speaks  in  the  strong- 
est terms  against  the  course  pursued  by  that-gen- 
tleman  on  this  question.  I met  a gentleman  last 
night  from  Cornwallis,  and  I asked  him  what  was 
the  feeling  in  Kings.  “ Mr.  Howe  has  done  two 
things,”  was  the  reply;  “ he  has  cemented  the 
Conservatives  to  a man,  and  has  divided  the  pro- 
gressive Liberals  from  those  who  are  opposed  to 
union  and  progress.” 

As  respects  the  hon.  member  for  East  Halifax, 
he  has  been  on  both  sides  of  this  question.  He 
puts  me  in  mind  of  the  boy  who  complained  to 
his  mother  that  Bill  took  all  bis  portion  of  the 
bed  out  of  the  middle,  and  he  had  to  lie  on  both 
sides.  I regret  that  he  should  have  introduced 
iato  this  debate  the  reference  he  made  to  the 
Queen,  to  the  representative  of  Majesty,  and  to 
Hon.  Gro.  Brown.  It  is  not  necessary  to  refer 
to  the  papers  that  support  Confederation.  It  has 
been  said  that  clergymen  have  no  light  to  deal 
with.matters  like  this.  Clergymen,  I contend, 
exercise  their  legitimate  functions  when  they  in- 
struct their  people  in  an  -moortant  crisis.  There- 
fore I believe  that  the  religious  press  is  only  per- 
forming its  duty  in  discussing  this  question  and 
advising  the  people  on  the  subject,  Temperate 
and  argumentative  articles  have  appeared  in  its 
columns,  and  no  fault  can  be  found  with  it  for 
pursuing  this  course.  As  respects  the  secular 
press,  the  weight  of  authority  is  in  favor  of  Con- 
federation. The  only  influential  press  that  op- 
poses the  measure  is  the  Chronicle,  and  we  all 
know  the  in  onsistent  and  extraordinary  course 
it  has  pursued.  Therefore,  whether  you  take 
the  leading  presses  01  the  ablest  minds  in  the 
country,  you  fled  the  overwhelming  weight  of 
authority  in  favor  of  Confederation. 

I have  had  consultation  with  many  leading 
men  in  my  own  County  and  they  have  said  that 


they  believe  the  time  has  come  to  adopt  Union. — 
As  respects  the  question  of  an  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple, that  has  been  very  effectually  settled  by  Mr. 
Blanchard  and  the  circumstance  which  was 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House  by  the  hon 
member  for  Guysboro  does  not  ap ply  at  all.  Mr. 
Johnston  succeeded  after  a great  deal  of  exer- 
tion, in  passing  the  Municipal  Incorporation  Bill 
through  the  Legislature,  but  it  was  with  the  pro- 
viso that  it  should  be  left  to  the  acceptance  or  re- 
jection by  the  people.  That  was  the  clog  put  on 
it  by  the  Liberal  Government.  The  only  two 
Wards  in  Kings  that  adopted  it  were  those  where 
meetings  were  held  and  the  question  was  fully  dis- 
cussed. An  important  change  took  place  some 
years  ago  in  reference  to  Government  when  the 
Departmental  System  was  introduced  I do  not 
remember  that  it  was  submitted  to  the  palls.  I 
believe  the  peoples’  representatives  have  the  right 
to  judge  of  the  matter  themselves.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  Morning  Chronicle  s second 
exposition  of  a well  known  despatch  from  the 
Col  Secretary  was,  that  it  meant  “ the  well  un- 
derstood wishes  of  the  educated  portion  of  the 
people  as  expressed  by  their  repra  entatives.”  As^ 
suming  this  to  be  correct,  I think  it  would  be 
found  that  if  the  present  question  was  submitted 
to  the  polls,  we  would  not  gat  “the  well  under- 
stood wishes  ” of  the  more  intelligent  portion  of 
the  community,  as  this  question  would  be  mixed 
up  with  the  school  bill,  and  other  matters  con- 
nected with  the  government  of  the  day  ! believe 
the  people  have  the  right,  not  only  to  discuss 
questions  of  public  policy  at  meetings  held  for 
that  purpose,  but  they  have  the  right  of  petition- 
ing. I see  by  the  papers  that  they  have  been 
holding  a meeting  at  Canning  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  this  question.  This  is  not  the  first  one 
held  there.  Being  a native  of  the  County  I r^  - 
present,  and  for  upwards  of  thirty  years  a pratice 
tioner  of  medicine  in  Canning  and  vicinity,  I 
ought  to  know  the  people  pretty  well,  and  while 
I must  acknowledge  having  received  a great  deal 
of  kindness  and  professional  support  there,  as  well 
as  having  very  warm  political  supporters, but  there 
is  no  place  int  he  North  Riding  where  political  fee  - 
ings  are  carried  to  a greater  exte  at  than  in  Can- 
ning, and  consequently  where  I have  stronger 
political  opponents.  There  is  no  difficulty  at  any 
time  in  gettiug  up  a political  meeting  in  Canning, 
especially  when  the  subject  appears  to  affect  party 
interests.  I believe  this  meeting  was  suggested 
by  parties  in  Halifax  for  the  purpose  of  influen- 
cing the  votes  of  the  members  h r North  Kings 
on  the  subject  of  Confederation.  I have  some 
knowledge  of  the  mode  of  getting  up  and  circula- 
ting petitions,  and  do  not  think  that  petitions  can 
always  be  looked  upon  as  the  exact  exponent  of 
public  sentiment.  Many  persons  are  careless 
about  the  matter  and  allow  their  names  to  be 
placed  there  without  considering  the  subject, 
espe  ially  when  no  pecuniary  interests  are  at 
stake. 

New  Brunswick  has  been  referred  to  in  this  de- 
bate. All  I can  say  is  there  has  been  a great 
change  in  the  public  sentiment  of  that  Province 
since  the  election  a year  ago.  Every  constituen- 
cy that  has  since  been  opened  has  returned  a Con- 
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federate  ; Fredericton,  for  instance,  returned  Mr 
Fisher  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  This 
change  must  occur  wherever  the  question  is  fairly 
and  temperately  viewed  and  discussed.  There  is 
no  use  denying  the  fact  that  the  time  has  come 
when  we  should  unite  ; everything  that  is  trans- 
piring around  us  points  to  that  result,  I have  not 
come  to  a hasty  determination  to  support  this  re- 
solutoQ.  This  question  is  like  a jug  of  yeast; 
it  must  go  through  a certain  amount  of  ferment ; 
but  it  will  come  out  all  right  in  the  end.  Mr. 
Howe,  and  Mr.  Annand,  who  are  now  opposing 
this  measure,  would  be  the  first  to  put  their 
shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  carry  Confederation,  if 
they  could  come  into  office  to  morrow.  Under 
these  circumstances  I do  not  feel  disposed  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  a question  that  mast  come 
sooner  or  later  These  are  the  convictions  of  my 
own  mind.  It  is  not  because  I feel  disposed  to 
occupy  any  preferment.  If  the  House  were  dis- 
solved to  morrow  I should  not  regret  if  I went 
home  and  never  returned  to  public  life.  I often 
wish  I had  never  studied  or  paid  any  attention  to 
political  history;  it  only  keeps  a person  constantly 
perplexed. 

Let  me  hero  mention  what  stiuck  my  obser- 
vation on  a visit  I paid  to  Canada  last  autumn.  I 
travelled  some  3000  miles  and  attended  two  Pub- 
lic Exhibitions.  I was  much  gratified  by  what  I 
saw  of  the  gre  .t  manufacturers  Some  of  the  most 
delicate  surgical  instruments  are  manufactured  in 
t hat  pro vin  ce . A gricultural  Implements  are  large- 
ly produced  in  the  country.  The  cloth  manu- 
tacturers  are  far  beyond  anything  I had  expected 
to  see.  I attended  a ploughing  match,  and  there 
saw  some  102  teams  enter  for  competition  ; 
fully  6000  persons  were  present.  Never  in  the 
course  of  my  life  did  I see  such  excellent  work, 
but  what  surprised  me  particularly  was  the  fact 
that  1 saw  a host  of  boys  di  cussing  the  merits  of 
the  ploughing  When  boys  took  such  an  inter- 
est as  that  in  ploughing,  1 thought  there  need  be 
no  fears  as  to  future  agricultural  operations  in 
Canada.  Whiist  in  the  Province  I mixed  as 
much  as  I could  with  the  people,  for  I wished  to 
learn  all  1 could  about  Canada’s  industrial 
resources,  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  and 
especially  her  fruit  culture.  When  persons 
found  I was  from  the  Lower  Provinces,  they 
would  ask  me,  “ What  are  youatraid  of  ? Why 
do  the  Lower  Provinces  oppose  the  Union  with 
us.”  I must  say  that  from  what  I saw  of  the 
Agriculturalists  they  are  a very  desirable  class 
of  people  to  associate  with.  Under  all  the  circum- 
stances I cannot  think  we  have  any  reason  to  fear 
a union  with  the  flourishing  province  of  Canada. 
On  the  contrary  1 believe  that  Nova  Scotia  will  be 
largely  benetitted  by  the  consolidation  of  all  the 
Provinces  of  British  North  America  under  one 
government  and  under  the  protection  of  ihe 
British  Empire. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  KILL  AM. 

Mr.KiLLAM  said:  I rise  to  deliver  to  yon  a 
message,  not  from  the  Lieutenant  Goven  m. 
not  from  the  Legislative  Council,  not  fron  .he 
Colonial  Secretary;  but  from  16,000  of  the 
loyal  inhabitonts  of  this  province  whom  1 ha%  8 
the  honour  of  representing  in  this  Assembly. 


They  are  closely  identified  in  interest  and  fee'.  - 
ing  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  portions 
of  the  Province,  are  known  far  and  wide,  rs 
well  as  in  tnis  country,  for  their  industry  ; nd 
enterprise,  were  the  first  pioneers  in  one  of 
our  great  industrial  pursuits— one  that  lias 
done  more  to  elevate  our  position  and  make 
Nova  Scotia  known  far  and  wide  than  any 
other.  This  Message  is  sent  to  me  by  these,. 
To  protest  in  their  behalf  agaiust  a Union  of 
this  Province  with  Canada,  believing  as  they 
do,  that  such  a measure  will  demoralize  tl  e 
people,  alienate  their  affections  from  Great 
Britain  and  endanger  British  institutions-* 
transfer  our  revenues  into  the  hands  of  stran- 
gers, disarrange  financial  affairs,  and  jeopar- 
dize our  local  improvements.  We,  as  the  old- 
est eolony  of  British  North  America,  have  en- 
joyed a Legislative  Assembly  for  over  one  hun- 
dred and  Responsible  Government  for  2(J 
years,  with  full  liberty  to  levy  and  appropriate 
taxes;  and  to  deprive  us  of  these  privileges,  as 
proposed  by  the  resolution,  they  believe  to  ho 
most  unjustifiable.  In  making  these  state- 
ments they  do  not  arrogate  to  themselves  any 
superiority  over  other  counties.  They  acknowl- 
edge the  claims  of  all  other  sections  to  consi- 
deration, and  are  proud  that  this  is  our  com- 
mon country.  It  is  with  pride  they  remem- 
ber that  they  can  claim  as  their  own  one  ol  the 
ablest  statesmen  that  ever  stood  on  the  floor 
of  this  house,  to  watch  over  the  interests  o. 
the  people  of  Nova  Scotia.  He  did  not  come 
here,  like  our  leading  men  of  the  present  day 
prepared  to  destroy,  but  to  improve  the  con- 
stitution we  now  possess,  and  riot  to  hand  over, 
this  Province  to  another  countfy,  irrespective 
of  the  wishes  of  its  people. 

The  arguments  that  have  been  advanced  in  suppor  t 
of  this  resolution  shew  that  the  scheme  is  more  one 
of  theory  than  of  practice.  The  argument  which 
they  have  most  labored  is  this : that  it  is  necessary  t o 
unite  with  Canada  in  order  to  ensure  our  common 
safety.  Everyboay  admits  that  numbers  are  strength ; 
but  those  numbers  must  be  in  a position  to  assist  each 
other.  If  you  have  a large  territory,  exposed  at  all 
points  to  danger,— just  as  Canada, — separated  from 
you  by  a great  tract  of  country,  you  cannot  expect 
assistance  from  it.  Its  union  with  you  does  not  bring 
strength,  but  weakness.— If  you  are  to  have  trade,  "t 
must  be  in  a position  to  afford  it.— If  we  look  at  the 
map,  and  see  the  configuration  of  British  North  Am- 
erica, you  can  recognize  how  absurd  are  the  argu- 
ments of  the  advocates  of  Union.  Nova  Scotia  has 
no  natural  relation  whatever  to  Canada. 

[Mr.  Kiilam  here  pointed  out  the  relative  positions 
ot  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  on  the  map,  and  contend- 
ed that  neither  in  defence  nor  trade  would  we  gain  any 
benefit  by  union.] 

Between  us  and  Canada  extends  a vast  tract  ot  de- 
sert country. — If  you  look  at  the  water  communica- 
tion, you  see  how  roundabout  it  is,  and  unsatisfactory 
as  far  as  trade  relations  are  concerned.  In  winter  the 
St.  Eawrence  is  closed  for  five  months,  and  the  com- 
munication must  be  made  either  by  the  United  States, 
or  over  the  uninhabited  waste  lying  between  New 
Brunswick  and  Canada.  We  cannot  expect  any  as- 
sistance from  that  country  in  case  of  war,  tor  the  na  - 
ture  of  its  territory,  running  along  for  many  hundred 
of  miles  by  the  frontier  of  the  American  Republic* 
requires  that  all  its  forces  should  be  kept  at  heme  ioi 
their  own  defence.  Jc  case  of  a war  with  the  United 
States,  therefore,  no  troops  can  come  from  Canada  to 
our  aid. 

In  case  of  a Union  we  could  give  no  aid  to  Canada 
except  in  a financial  point  of  view— by  the  revenues 
that  they  would  draw  from  us.  Separated  from  us 
as  it  is,  it  is  folly  to  suppose  it  could  be  otherwise 
When  in  1783  Great  Britain  gave  up  the  old  colonies 
' which  she  had  settled  on  this  continent  the  greai 
mistake  was  that  they  had  not  all,  including  Canada  , 
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been  given  up  in  one  block.  I can  give  you  a good 
authority  on  this  point,  as  some  gentlemen  may  take 
issue  with  me.  Lord  Brougham,  in  his  historical 
sketches  of  eminent  Statesmen,  speaking  of  Sir  John 
Jervis,  says : His  sagacity  no  man  ever  found  at  fault, 
while  his  provident  anticipations  of  future  events 
seemed  even  beyond  the  reach  of  human  penetration 
He  says  we  shall  give  a remarkable  example  of  this 
matter  in  1839,  in  a matter  ot  deep  interest  at  the  pre 
sent  moment— (if  ot  deep  interest  then,  the  in- 
terest is  much  greater  now).  When  Lord  Shelburne’s 
peace  (1783)  was  signed,  and  before  the  terms  wer 
made  public,  he  sent  for  the  Admiral,  and  showirg 
them  asked  his  opinion.  I like  them  very  well,  a?. 
he,  but  there  is  a great  omission.  In  What?  .n 
leaving  Canada  as  a British  Province.  How  couni 
we  possibly  give  it  up,  inquired  Lord  Shelburne 
“ How  can  you  hope  to  keep  it,"  replied  the  veteran 
warrior.  With  an  English  republic  just  establishes 
in  the  sight  of  Canada,  and  with  a population  ot  a 
handful  of  English  settled  among  a bodyofhered 
tary  Frenchmen,  It  is  impossible;  and  rely  on  it  yo 
only  retain  a running  sore,  the  source  of  endless  dis 
quiet  and  expense.  Would  the  country  bear  it ! 
Have  you  forgotten  Wolf  and  Quebec!  asked  his 
Lordship.  "Forgotten  Wolf  and  Quebec.”  No,  it 
is  because  I remember  both,  1 served  with  Wolf  at 
Quebec;  having  lived  so  long  I have  had  full  time  fo- 
reflection  on  this  matter,  and  my  clear  opinon  is  tha 
if  this  fair  occasion  for  giving  up  Canada  is  neglected 
—nothing  but  difficulty  in  either  keeping  or  resignin 
it  will  ever  after  be  known. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  Great  Britain  has  nothing  to 
b9  proud  of  in  the  management  of  her  affairs  as  res 
pects  the  arrangement  here  spoken  of.  She  has  had 
war  with  the  United  States  and  came  out  of  it  with 
out  accomplishing  her  objects.  Consequently  gh  ■. 
neither  acquired  honor  nor  glory  as  far  as  the  Ameri  * 
can  people  are  concerned.  Nothing  is  more  probat  ’e 
that  what  has  been  prophesied  will  occur  sooner  of 
later.  I have  another  extract  bearing  upon  the  samg 
subject,  which  I do  not  think  gentlemen  will  say  come, 
from  a disloyal  source.  Mr.  Oliphant,  M.  P.,  delivei  - 
ed  an  address  at  Stirling  on  America.  In  speaking  if 
Republican  institutions,  he  said 

" To  his  mind  there  was  no  spectacle  furnished  by 
the  world  at  this  moment  s©  interesting  as  the  30,000, 
000  Anglo  Saxons  working  out  by  hard  experience 
the  unworked  problems  of  Republican  government 
In  the  first  place  there  was  no  other  race  fit  to  cope 
with  these  problems  or  to  understand  the  principles 
they  embodied,  but  that  to  which  we  and  they  belong 
Although  he  did  not  believe  in  them  for  this  country  , 
he  did  most  devoutly  believe  in  republican  institutions 
for  America.  As  an  Englishman  he  had  no  sort  of  ob- 
jection to  the  Monroe  doctrine  and  the  spread  of  And 
glo  Saxon  republics  all  over  the  American  continent 
— the  more  the  better.  That  was  the  reason  he  had 
no  particular  objection  to  see  the  Union  divided,  pri  - 
vided  slavery  was  abolished,  nor  did  he  think  it  would 
matter  half  as  much  as  Americans  imagined.  More 
oyer  he  thought  some  day  or  other  it  must  come  to 
that.  We  shall  be  quite  prepared  to  see  Canada  erec 
ted  into  an  independent  republic,  and  Australia,  when 
old  enough.  There  is  no  reason  because  we  were  a 
constitutional  monarchy,  and  well  satisfied  to  remaiu 
so,  that  we  should  insist  upon  our  Colonies,  who  had 
none  of  the  traditions  or  associations  which  had  mad 
us  what  we  are,  adopting  monarchial  institutions  af 
ter  they  left  us." 

Here  is  a speech  delivered  by  a member  of  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament;  he  believes  in  Republics  for  all  Am- 
erica. Look  at  the  geographical  position  of  this  con- 
tinent and  consider  what  seems  to  be  the  most  natm- 
al  arraugement.  We  have  thirty  millions  of  people 
directly  before  us,  in  every  way  more  convenient  to 
us  than  Canada ; they  are  of  the  Bame  stock,  same 
feelings,  as  ouiselves;  they  have  everything  that  can 
make  a people  great  and  glorious.  If  you  have  to 
make  any  political  arrangements,  let  them  be  consist- 
ent and  natural.  I do  not  think  that  the  people  o 
Nova  Scotia  want  annexation  to  the  United  States 
but  why  should  you  drive  them  against  their  interests 
3nd  inclinations  into  a union  with  Canada— with 
which  they  have  no  natural  means  of  communication, 
and  no  sympathy.  Why,  if  our  young  women  were 


to  attempt  to-morrow  to  go  to  Canada  by  way  ofth  e 
States,  they  would  be  courted  and  married  before 
they  got  half-way  there. 

I have  wondered  often  when  I have  heard  gentlemen 
in  this  Legislature  talking  of  the  advantages  that  will 
accrue  from  Union  with  Canada.  A great  amount  of 
words  has  been  used  on  the  subject,  but  I cannot 
see  how  our  manufactures  are  to  be  developed  by 
Union,  Just  look  at  the  map,  and  6ee  where  our 
products  would  have  to  go.  Why  before  they  got 
there,  they  would  cost  so  much  that  the  people  of 
Canada  could  not  afford  to  buy  them  when  they 
could  purchase  similar  articles,  which  paid  duty  at 
a lower  price.  We  cannot  expect  to  manufacture  as 
largely  as  Canada.  We  cannot  compete  with  her,  or 
the  great  manufacturing  countries  of  the  world.  It 
the  Provincial  Secretary  says  that  a great  stimulus 
will  be  given  to  manufactures,  I give  him  credit  for 
thinking  otherwise,  We  have  now  31,0,000  people 
busily  engaged  in  carrying  on  all  the  industrial  pur- 
suits that  they  able  to  carry  on.  We  know  by  the 
statement  that  has  been  laid  on  the  table  that  Nova 
Sc~tia  owns  400  000  tons  ot  shipping.  Consider  what 
an  immense  amount  of  labor  and  money  has  been  ex- 
pended to  create  it;  but  also  remember  that  ten  years 
hence  every  one  of  them  must  be  renewed.  We  own 
more  ships  in  proportion  to  our  population  than  an., 
other  part  of  the  world,  and  our  experience  has 
shown  that  they  must  be  renewed  as  I have  stated. 
This  renewal  will  cost  an  immense  sum  of 
money.  We  are  carrying  on  a fishery  of  a most 
extensive  character,  which  must  tax  to  the  utmost 
the  energies  of  those  engaged  in  it.  More  vessels 
han  over  are  leaving  my  own  county  -filled  with 
able  bodied  men,  to  endure  the  privations  and  labors 
of  a fisherman’s  life  on  the  Banks.  We  are  largely 
engaged  in  Mining  and  Lumbering,  and  Trade— Agri- 
culture engrosses  the  attention  of  a large  proportion 
of  the  people.  Everybody  has  his  hands  full,  and  yet 
you  say  we  want  more  work.  We  are  now  one  of  the 
greatest  manufacturing  countries  ot  the  world  in  one 
great  branch;  our  shipping  is  a more  lucrative  source 
of  wealth  than  any  manufactories  that  can  be  created 
by  Annexation  to  Canada. 

As  to  what  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Johnson,  or  Mr.  Howe 
may  have  said,  it  makes  little  difference  now.  It  is 
the  duty  of  this  Legislature  to  look  at  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  country,  and  provide  for  its 
best  interests.  We  should  not  wander  away  from 
the  subject  immediately  before  us.  This  Union  ques- 
tion has  been  tried  in  British  North  America  and  has 
failed  The  Union  between  Upper  and  Lower  Cana- 
da has  failed,  and  now  they  come  asking  us  to  help 
them  out  of  their  difficulties.  Mr.  Brown  formed  a 
coalition  with  Cartier  and  Macdonald  and  they  came 
meet  the  Maritime  Delegates  and  persuaded  them  to 
join  in  a political  Union  with  Canada.  Nova  Scotia 
should  pause  before  injuring  herself  irremediably  for 
the  sake  of  helping  the  Canadians  out  of  their  politi- 
cal embarrassments,  They  got  into  a mess,  and  now 
wish  to  mix  us  up  Avith  it.  You  have  toll  heard  the 
story  about  the  Spider  and  tbe|Fly.  The  Spider  told 
the  Fly  a " fine  story,  and  got  him  that  way  into  his 
mesh,  and  there  was  the  end  of  the  poor  thing.” 
And  it  was  just  so  with  the  Canadians.  The  Mari- 
time Delegates  were  dazzled,  if  not  by  Cansdian  gold, 
by  fine  stories— and  thus  fell  into  the  net  prepared  for 
them.  " We  give  larger  salaries  to  our  public  men, 
we  are  more  liberal  in  our  expenditure;  we  shall 
have  five  or  six  Lieutenant-Governors  to  appoint— 
number  ot  other  offices  to  select  from ; here  is  your 
chance."  This  is  the  language  that  was  probably 
used  to  cajole  our  delegates.  Elated  by  the  prospect 
before  th‘ m,  our  delegates  came  back  thinking  that 
the  people  would  take  their  view  of  matters.  All  these 
things  make  people  wonderfully  loyal  at  times. 
They  can  hardly  bear  to  hear  a whisper  about  annex- 
ation to  the  United  States.  Let  us  hear  what  Mr. 
Murdoch  says  in  his  history  of  Nova  Scotia  about  a 
matter  bearing  upon  this  point.  A. t page  448,  No. 
13.,  speaking  of  the  excitement  in  the  old  American. 
Colonies  in  reference  to  the  stamp  act,  he  says  :— 

" That  it  was  not  much  felt  in  Nova  Scotia,  that 
they  were  satisfied,  for  the  reason  that  the  great 
troub'e  and  expense  of  the  Crown  to  complete  the 
conquests  here,  and  the  generous  aid  to  settlements 
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in  Parliamentary  grants,  all  tended  to  knit  their  af- 
fections. Jn  addition,  the  great  number  of  military 
and  navy  who  had  become  inhabitants  and  the  liber- 
ality displayed  to  settlers.  Beside  the  personal  wel- 
fare and  comfort  of  so  many  of  our  people  depended 
on  the  expenditure  of  public  money  which  flowed 
freely  hither  in  naval  and  military  channels  and 
otherwise.” 

Things  like  these  make  a great  many  people  in- 
tensely loyal.  Take  away  their  salaries  and  their 
cocked  hats,  and  their  honours,  and  they  become  a 
good  deal  like  other  people,  c am  not  going  to  ac- 
knowledge that  1 am  not  as  loyal  as  any  gentleman 
who  sits  on  their  benches.  I love,  and  wish  to  live 
under  British  institutions,  I have  no  desire  to  change 
them  : but  if  we  are  to  have  a change,  if  it  is  necess- 
ary, should  not  every  man  be  at  liberty  to  say  how 
that  change  should  be  made.  Should  we  press  the 
people  into  Union  with  a country  with  which  they 
have  no  wish  to  unite,  and  not  allow  them  to  express 
their  opinions?  It  is  said  that  the  people  of  Yarmouth 
are  disloyal— I deny  it,  they  are  as  loyal,  and  have 
done  as  much  to  show  it,  as  any  people  in  the  pro- 
vince. When  we  see  our  present  institutions  about  to 
be  swept  away,  it  is  enough  to  rouse  our  feelings  and 
passions. 

Gentlemen  have  had  an  opportunity  of  watching 
my  public  conduct  for  very  many  years  in  this  house 
and  country,  but  can  any  of  them  say  that  I have  had 
any  other  object  in  view  except  the  advancement  of 
this  province.  I have  done  much  to  place  the  pres- 
ent party  in  power;  but  when  I came  here  and  found 
that  they  were  about  to  d°sert  the  principles  on 
which  I had  supported  them,  1 left,  them,  and  assumed 
an  independent  position.  I,have  pursued  this  course 
whenever  the  interests  of  my  country  demanded  it. 
I did  as  much  as  anyone  to  advoeate  the  retrench- 
ment scheme,  and  was  pledged  to  support  it.  It  has 
been  charged  against  me  in  a paper  supporting  the 
government  that  I and  another  hon.  member  would 
not  sustain  them  became  I could  not  get  office.  The 
Provincial  Secretary  knows  that  I never  wanted  of- 
fice, I was  above  it;  I have  business  enough  of  my 
own  to  attend  to.  I do  not  think  myself  suited  for 
offics.  I have  been  tied  up  to  indoor  business ; but  I 
had  my  eyes  about  me,  and  saw  through  the  designs 
of  some  political  gentlemen.  If  I had  been  disposed 
to  yield  to  some  of  them,  I cauld  have  had  anything 
that  I wanted;  but  that  is  foreign  to  my  nature.  If 
I can  support  a government  oa  principle,  I must 
leave  them.  Now  these  gentlemen  with  whom  I was 
formerly  associated  come  here  to  barter  away  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia. 
There  is  no  principle  in  a course  like  that.  It  is  be- 
neath the  diguity  of  statesmen  to  do  such  a thing,  in 
the  face  of  public  sentiment.  Such  a union  could  ne- 
ver last;  there  would  be  no  unity  of  feeling  and  sym- 
pathy. Suppose  an  election  were  to  come  off  to-mor- 
row, how  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  pressing 
forward  this  unjust  measure  may  expect  to  see  Otta- 
wa? Hardly  one  of  them.  The  members  that  will  go 
to  Canada  will  carry  with  them  a feeling  of  hostility 
to  this  Province— they  will  bring  discord  into  the 
councils  of  the  Confederation ; your  present  conduct 
can  lead  to  no  other  result,  The  members  of  this 
House  know  the  sentiments  of  our  people,  from  Cape 
Sable  to  Cape  North,  and  shonld  hesitate  before 
pressing  this  measure  rashly  upon  them.  We  should 
allow  more  time  for  the  consideration  of  a question 
fraught  with  such  important  results.  There  is  no  ne- 
cessity whatever  for  dealing  with  this  subject  with 
such  intemperate  haste.  It  is  reported,  lrom  day  to 
day,  that  we  are  to  be  invaded  by  a band  of  robbers 
called  Fenians,  who  wish  to  seize  and  de>troy  our 
property;  and  yet,  at  this  critical  time,  you  are  going 
to  agitate  and  detract  the  people  of  the  country,  and 
to  divide  one  section  against  another.  The  people  are 
quite  prepared  to  meet  any  invaders,  and  with  the 
help  of  Great  Britain,  they  will  be  successful— why 
then  this  haste?  I do  trust  that  if  any  words  of  mine 
can  have  any  effect  on  this  House,  that  a majority 
will  not  be  found  ready  to  sell  their  country  to  the 
Canadians.  If  the  day  should  come  whm  Nova  Sco- 
tia will  be  wrested  from  us  and  given  to  Canada,  it 
will  be  one  of  mourning  and  lamenta  ion  among  the 


people.  Of  course  we  shall  have  to  submit  to  it— for 
I am  not  going  to  counsel  rebellion. 

We  are  going  to  disturb  all  our  financial  arrange- 
ments, and  hand  into  the  Canadian  treasury  much 
more  than  we  can  expect  to  receive,  We  have  had 
revenue  enough  for  our  purposes,  and  when  it  was 
not  sufficient  we  have  raised  the  duties  to  suit  our- 
selves. If  any  money  is  spent  improperly  it  is  soon 
made  up,  and  we  are  able  to  exercise  the  strictest 
supervision  over  our  expenditures.  But  now  we 
are  about  to  entrust  the  extensive  power  to  the 
Parliament  at  Ottawa,  to  be  used  as  the  Cana- 
dians may  choose.  The  6um  of  80  cents  a head  that 
we  are  to  receive  is  a most  contemptible  amonnt  to 
offer  to  a people  for  the  amount  of  money  they  are  to 
put  into  the  treasury.  We  have  now  a large  revenue, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  as  our  pub 
lie  works  are  extended  we  shall  be  able  to  meet  our 
liabilities.  It  will  be  far  more  satisfactory  to  have 
the  management  of  our  own  revenues,  and  to  be  able 
to  raise  the  duties  when  we  think  proper,  than  to  en- 
trust the  power  to  a Legislature  800  miles  off. 

Our  trade  with  Canada  is  small,  not  as  much  83 
with  Newfoundland  or  New  Brunswick,  while  the 
population  is  ten  times  as  great.  Our  exports  to  that 
Province  are  mostly  of  Foreign  productions  The  es- 
timate on  which  our  revenue  and  expenditure  is  based 
for  the  current  year,  now  in  the  hands  of  ev<wy  mem- 
ber, shows  that  all  we  should  have  to  apply  for  pro- 
vincial purposes,  including  the  80  cents  per  head, 
would  only  amount  to  $419,000  out  of  a gross  revenue 
of  about  $1  500,000.  I have  not  closely  estimated  my- 
self what  our  imports  of  11-65  with  the  Canadian  ta- 
riff would  have  amounted  to,  but  haye  been  informed 
by  a competent  person  who  has  done  so,  that  it 
would  have  added  $680,000 -enough  to  pay  the  inter- 
est on  the  $8,000,000  of  debt  proposed  to  be  -assumed 
by  the  General  Government,  and  leave  $220,000. 
How  is  our  education,  educational  institutions,  roads, 
bridges,  Lunatic  Asylum,  Penitentiaries,  Legislative 
expenses,  and  improvements  and  casualties  of  every 
kind  to  be  provided  for.  The  $419,000  is  very  little 
over  half  we  have  in  the  estimate  for  this  year  for 
similar  purposes,  with  the  present  tariff.  Mr.  Speaker 
I thank  you  and  the  House  for  the  very  attentive 
hearing  you  have  given  on  this  important  subject. 

SPEECH  OP  THE  HON.  FINANCIAL  SECRETAYY. 

Mr.  McDonald  then  said  : — The  present 
question  is  one  of  the  most  important  subjects 
that  can  engage  the  attention  of  a free  people, 
involving  as  it  does  their  political,  rights  and 
condition  for  ail  time.  It  is  not  therefore  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  each  member  of  this  house, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  to  his  constituents, 
should  be  desirous  of  placing  on  record  the  sen- 
timents by  wiiich  he  is  influenced  in  coming  to 
the  conclusion  at  which  he  may  arrive.  This  is 
the  only  e>cuse  I shall  offer  in  detaining  the 
house  with  a few  remarks  on  the  resolution  un- 
der consideration.  The  arguments  for  and 
against  Confederation  have  been  widely  dis- 
seminated throughout  t,le  country — the  subject 
in  the  form  of  the  Quebec  scheme  has  been  dis- 
cussed in  this  house  by  the  Delegates  who  origi- 
nated it, -on  the  public  platform,  and  in  the  col- 
umns of  the  press.  The  people  therefore,  we  may 
assume,  are  more  or  less  familiar  with  the 
grounds  and  reasons  on  which  the  framers  and 
supporter  of  the  measure  ask  public  support. 
It  will  not  be  necessary  for  me,  under  these 
circumstances,  to  go  at  any  length  into  the  argu- 
ments which  have  influenced  ray  own  mind. 
Since  this  debate  arose  nothing  has  been  evolv- 
ed that  has  not  already  appeared  in  the  press  of 
the  opponents  of  the  scheme.  The  advocates 
of  Union  to-night  have  not  to  meet  a single  ar- 
gument that  has  not  been  previously  consider- 
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ed  and  refuted — that  the  people  had  not  had  a 
full  opportunity  of  discussing  and  reflecting 
upon.  Therefore  it  is  that  I shall  feel  myself  at 
liberty,  as  a representative  of  ^>ne  of  the  most 
important  counties  in  Nov  t Scotia,  to  state  in 
a very  brief  and  concise  manner  the  reasons 
which  induce  me  to  support  the  resolution  be- 
fore the  house. 

There  is  one  argument  which  has  been  used 
by  the  opponents  of  the  scheme  which  requires 
consideration  I admit  that,  if  it  be  true,  it  is 
a lundamental  argument,  for  it  lies  at  the  very 
basis  of  the  question  we  are  discussing.  It  is 
one  which  should  therefore  be  fully  and  satis* 
faetorily  answered  before  we  ask  the  people  of 
Nova  Scotia  to  accept  this  measure  at  our 
hands.  That  argument,  if  I understand  it 
aright,  and  as  it  has  been  advanced  by  all  the 
speakers  on  the  opposite  side,  and  more  parti- 
cularly by  the  only  lawyer  who  is  supporting 
the  opposition,  i3  this  : that  we  are  not  in  a 
position  constitutionally  to  pass  on  the  measure 
in  this  Legislature ; that  this  House,  in  its  legis- 
lative  capacity,  is  not  competent  to  decide  upon 
this  important  measure,  affecting  as  we  all  ad- 
mit it  does  to  a large  degree,  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  people,  without  a reference  to 
them  at  the  polls.  If  this  be  true,  we  are  at- 
.empting  o discuss  a question  with  which  we 
have  no  right  to  deal-— we  are  assuming  a 
power  and  authority  which  the  constitution 
does  not  invest  us  with — and  we  would  be 
guilty  of  one  of  the  highest  crimes  of  which 
public  men  can  stand  convicted  before  the  peo- 
ple who  have  entrusted  their  lights  to  their 
hands.  If,  however,  as  I contend  we  have  a 
right  to  pass  upon  this  question  under  the  con- 
stitution handed  down  to  us  from  the  earliest 
days  of  constitutional  authority,  then  the  ques- 
tion assumes  a different  aspect,  and  we  have 
only-then  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  for  their 
benefit  and  welfare  that  the  people  should  seek 
by  this  union  to  become  an  integral  part  of 
what  in  a short  time  must  be  one  of  the  com- 
manding nationalities  of  the  world. 

I must  say  that  I was  astonished  not  only  to 
hear  a lawyer  but  other  members  of  this  Legis- 
lature who  from  their  position,  ought  to  be 
somewhat  versed  in  constitutional  knowledge — 
for  I need  not  tell  you  it  does  not  require  a 
legal  mind  to  understand  the  general  principles 
of  constitutional  law  upon  which  t e rights  and 
interests  of  this  Parliament  are  based— attempt 
to  delude  this  House  with  the  style  of  argument 
resorted  by  the  hon.  member  for  Halifax  and 
the  hon.  member  for  Guysborough  in  dealing 
with  thi3  important  branch  of  the  subject. 
The  hon.  member  for  Halifax,  who  is  one  of 
the  oldest  members  of  this  Legislature,  and  who 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  all  the  discussions 
which  have  agitated  this  country,  tor  a long 
time,  has  no  excuse  for  misinterpreting  those 
principles  of  constitutional  law  with  which  he 
should  be  familiar.  Much  less  should  the  hon. 
member  for  Guysborough,  a gentlemaD  of  legal 
attainments,  who  has  filled  the  position  of 
Speaker  of  this  House,  attempt  to  deal  with  a 
question  of  such  magnituda  and  dogmatically 


assert  doctrines  in  constitutional  law  without  as- 
serting a single  authority  in  support  of  his  argu- 
ment. In  propounding  an  argument  radically 
striking  at  what  I consider  one  of  the  highest 
privileges  of  this  Legislature,  he  ought  to  have 
given  us  the  result  of  his  reading,  and  have 
shown  this  House  and  country  at  least  one  in- 
stance in  the  whole  constitutional  history  of 
England  where  the  right  of  Parliament  to  deal 
with  a question  like  this  was  denied.  I chal- 
lenge the  hon.  member  and  any  gentleman  in 
this  House  who  assumes  the  same  views,  to 
show  me  in  the  whole  constitutional  history  of 
England  down  to  the  present  time  a single  case 
in  which  it  was  contended  that  the  Parliament 
of  England,  or  of  any  Colony  enjoying  the 
blessing  of  the  British  constitution,  were  not 
absolutely  and  constitutionally  authorized  in 
their  legislative  capacity  to  discuss  and 
finally  decide  upon  any  measure  which,  in  their 
opinion  touched  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
people  they  represented.  I shall  not  occupy 
any  time  in  debating  a question  which  is  as 
plain  as  the  sun  at  noon- day.  But  I feel  it  im- 
portant that  the  people  of  this  country  should 
be  rightly  informed  on  the  question,  and  see 
how  baseless  are  the  assertions  of  those  who 
contend  that  the  representatives  of  this  House — 
that  the  Legislature  of  this  country,  for  some 
reasons,  have  been  arrogating  to  themselves  a 
power  which  is  not  delegated  to  them  by  the 
constitution  and  are  bartering  away  most  un- 
justifiably (to  quote  the  hon.  member  for  Yar- 
mouth) the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  province. 
In  order  that  the  people  and  the  country  may 
be  satisfied  on  this  point  I will  read  one  or  two 
authorities  of  very  high  standing — which  are 
recognized  in  England  as  of  the  highest  weight 
m matters  of  constitutional  law  and  practice. 
May  in  his  work  on  the  privileges  of  Parliament 
says : — 

“The  Legislative  authority  of  Parliament  extends 
over  the  United  Kingdom  and  all  its  Colonies  and 
foreign  possessions,  and  there  are  no  limits  to  its 
power  of  making  laws  for  the  whole  empire  than 
those  which  are  incident  to  all  sovereign  authority— 
the  willingness  of  the  people  to  obey,  or  their  power 
to  resist.  Unlike  the  Legislatures  of  many  other 
countries  it  is  bound  by  no  fundamental  charter  or 
constitution;  but  has  itself  the  sole  constitutional 
right  of  establishing  and  altering  the  laws  and  Go- 
vernment of  the  empire 

In  addiii  m to  this  I shall  quote  the  opinion  of 
one  of  the  highest  authorities  on  all  such  mat- 
ters— from  a book  which  is  not  only  of  the 
highest  authority,  but  is  familiar  to  every  man 
of  ordinary  reading  and  information.  Sir  W. 
Blackstone,  treating  ot  the  power  of  Parliament 
and  quoting  from  Coke,  says: 

“ The  power  and  jurisdiction  of  Parliament,  say 
Sir  .Edward  Coke,  is  so  transcendant  and  absolute 
that  it  cannot  be  confined,  either  for  cause  or  persons 
within  any  bounds.  And  of  this  high  court,  he  adds 
it  may  be  truly  said:  “Si  antiquetatem,  spectes,  est 
vetustistima,  si  dignitatem  est  honoratissima,  si  juris- 
dictionem,  est  capacissima."  It  hath  sovereign  un- 
controllable authority  in  the  making,  confirming,  en- 
larging, restraining,  abrogating,  repealing,  revising 
and  expounding  of  laws  concerning  matters  of  all 
possible  denominations,  ecclesiastical  or  temporal, 
civil,  military,  maratime,  or  criminal;  this  being  the 
place  where  that  absolute,  despotic  power,  which 
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1 must  in  all  Governments  reside  somewhere,  is  en- 
trusted by  the  constitution  of  these  kingdoms.  All 
[ mischiefs  and  grievances,  operations  and  remedies, 
that  transcend  the  ordinary  course  of  the  laws,  are 
within  the  reach  of  this  extraordinary  tribunal  It 
' can  regulate  or  new  model  the  succession  to  the  crown, 

I as  was  done  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  and  William 
ill.  It  can  alter  the  established  religion  of  the  land, 
as  was  done  in  a variety  of  instances  in  the  reigns  of 
lienry  VIII,  and  his  three  children.  It  can  change 
I and  create  afresh  even  the  constitution  of  the  kingdom 
and  of  parliament  themselves,  ns  was  done  by  the  act 
of  the  union,  and  the  several  statutes  for  trienial  and 
reptenial  elections.  It  can,  in  short,  do  anything  that 
is  notnaturally  impossible.” 

I could,  if  it  were  necessary,  quote  other,  many 
other  high  authorities  to  the  same  purport,  recog- 
i nizing  and  asserting  the  powers,  rights,  and  privileges 
i of  Parliament  as  they  are  enunciated  by  this  great 
S author  ty.  Powers  and  rights  far  above  what  this 

Irejolutiion  asks  this  House  to  exercise;  and,  sir,  I 
think  I have  established  my  right  to  askthehon. 

I member  for  Guysboro  to  produce  to  this  house  and 
f the  country  the  authority  on  which  he  founded  the 
• bo  d assertion  that  the  members  of  this  Legislature 
are  forgetting  their  duties  to  the  people  when  they 
j undertake  to  consider  for  the  benefit  ol  the  country, 
not  a radical  change  in  the  constitution,  but  simply  a 
I modification  of  their  present  relations  and  circum- 
! stances. 

If  what  I have  read  be  sound  c mstitutional 
law — if  we  have  the  right  to  consider  and  final- 
ly pass  upon  this  question,  I hope  we  shall 
I not  again  be  told  we  are  ignoring  the  just  au- 
thority of  the  people  and  the  duty  we  own  to 
J our  constituents  in  our  efforts  to  promote  their 
interests  by  multiplying  their  sources  of 
f wealth,  while  we  secure  their  enjoyment 
of  all  their  jast  rights  and  privileges.  And 
now,  sir,  we  can  legitimately  examine  the  expe- 
diency of  the  proposed  change,  and  enquire 
f whether  the  Union  of  these  Colonies  be  a pro- 
per  and  judicious  measure  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  But  first  let  me  refer 
to  one  view  of  the  question  which  is  perhaps  of 
> some  importance,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  and 
has  indeed  been  referred  to  in  this  debate  I 
! refer  to  the  position  occupied  in  reference  to 
this  question  by  its  present  opponents  in  former 
! times  It  is  quite  true  men  may  legitimately 
;l  change  their  opinion  on  public  questions,  but  in 
‘ doing  so  they  invite  inquiry  as  to  the  motives 
I by  which  they  are  actuated  and  the  reasons  for 
j the  change — and  although  I do  not  think  it  of 
' very  much  consequence,  nor  will  the  people  of 
this  country,  I imagine  think  it  of  much  conse- 
quence, what  have  been  or  are  now  the  opini- 
i ons  of  the  Honble  member  for  Halifax,  yet 
i his  position  in  this  house  as  one  of  the  leading 
f opponents  of  Uniou  and  his  well  known  and  re- 
I cognised  connection  with  a gentleman  outside  of 
this  house  whose  opinions  exercise  much  more 
influence  in  the  country  than  his  own — make 
it  perhaps  worth  our  while  to  inquire  whether  it 
be  true  as  the  hon.  member  lor  Halifax  has 
ventured  to  assert  that  neither  Mr.  Howe  nor 
, himself  ha  . e ever  been  committed  to  a Union 
i of  these  colonies.  It  is  quite  natural,  Mr. 

: Speaker,  that  a man  like  Mr.  Howe  who  for 
many  ye  rs  has  filled  a large  space  in  the  pub- 
lic eye,  who  has  borne  a prominent  part  in  the 
political  contests  and  changes  of  many  years, 
and  occupied  a foremost  position  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  most  important  and  grave  public 


question  which  have  agitated  the  country  for  a 
quarter  of  a century — it  is  natural  I say  that 
the  sentiment  of  such  a man  should  be  recei- 
ved by  the  country  with  some  weight  of  autho- 
ity.  Mr.  Howe  has  recently  assumed  a posi- 
tion on  this  great  question  which  his  mouth- 
piece in  this  house,  the  hon.  member  for  Hali- 
fax as  well  as  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
for  Guysboro  has  sought  to  justify — while  they 
have  ventured  to  assert  that  Mr.  Howe  was 
never  committed  to  a Union  of  these  Colonies, 
other  gentlemen  have  called  attention  to  the  re- 
solution of  1362  and  other  public  acts  indicat- 
ing his  desire  to  promote  this  Union,  unless  in 
deed,  we  accept  the  shameless  assertion  that 
their  measures  were  a sham  and  delusion.  I 
shall  therefore  only  detain  the  house  by  read- 
ing one  or  two  ^paragraphs  from  a speech  of 
former  years. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  I should  say  one  word 
derogatory  to  that  gentleman,  and  I am  sure  I 
have  no  desire  to  do  so.  I shall  compare  his 
past  with  his  present  course,  but  I shall  accord 
to  Mr.  Howe  h s due  influence  and  position  in 
this  country.  Unless  I.  was  willing  to  do  so,  I 
could  not  venture  to  ask  this  House  and  the 
country  to  contrast  his  former  with  his  present 
opinions,  and  to  ask  the  people  to  accept  from 
his  own  mouth  the  evidence  which  condemns 
his  present  course  and  that  of  gentlemen  oppo- 
site. When  he  chooses  for  personal  or  other 
grounds  to  recede  from  the  position  he  occupied 
in  former  days,  he  occupies  a position  which,  I 
may  say,  will  not  be  accepted  by  the  country 
as  worthy  of  himself  or  of  his  past  greatness. 
Nothing  surprises  me  so  much  as  the  hon  mem- 
ber for  East  Halifax  who  is  the  Editor  of  the 
book  which  I hold  in  my  band  entitled  ‘‘Speeches 
and  Public  Letters”  of  Hon.  J.  Howe,  who  has 
prepared  the  very  evidence  on  which  I intend 
to  convict  both  himself  and  Mr.  Howe  of  at- 
tempting to  deceive  and  betray  the  people  of 
this  country  in  the  most  important  matter  ever 
submitted  to  them,  and  who,  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  endorsed  the  sentiments  which  Mr. 
Howe  promulgated  to  the  country  on  the  sub- 
ject. I wish,  sir,  I had  time  to  quote  a very 
great  deal  from  the  volume  before  me;  it  is 
one  which  ought  to  he  read  more  thau  it  is 
in  this  country  at  this  particular  time.  If  I 
wished  to  impress  upon  the  people  the  neces- 
sity of  a Union  of  the  Colonies  I do  not  think 
I could  do  it  more  convincingly  than  by  scat- 
tering this  contribution  to  our  literature  over 
the  face  of  this  couutry.  Sir,  it  is  filled  with 
arguments  in  favour  of  Union,  and  therefore 
it  is  that  the  people  who  have  accepted  these 
opinions  of  Mr.  Howe  as  of  great  weight  ought 
to  pause  before  giving  their  opposition  to  these 
same  views  when  they  are  being  carried  out 
by  his  successors,  and  not  to  accept  at  the 
hands  of  his  disciples  or  of  himself  views  dia- 
metrically opposite  to  those  he  so  long  labour- 
ed to  inculcate.  Mr.  Howe  on  various  occa- 
sions, in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties, 
advocated  not  only  in  this  country  but  in 
Great  Britain  a Union  of  the  Colonies;  and 
perhaps  no  colonist  (without  derogating  from 
the  position  of  many  eminent  men  who  have 
justly  acquired  great  influence  in  this  couutry) 
ever  obtained  a higher  position  in  the  mother- 
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country  than  did  Mr.  Howe  by  bis  intellectual 
displays.  On  one  occasion  be  said: — 

“ This  is  the  prospect  before  us,  and  the  duties  it 
imposes  we  must  learn  to  discharge  with  energy;  the 
destiny  it  discloses  we  may  contemplate  with  pride. 
England  forsees  yet  fears  it  not.  * * She  believes 
in  the  existence  of  the  old  feelings  here  which  are  to 
strengthen  with  our  strength  and  bind  us  to  her  by 
links  of  love,  when  pecuniary  obligations  have  been 
cancelled.  She  virtually  says  to  us  by  this  offer, 
there  are  seven  millions  of  sovereigns  at  half  the  price 
that  your  neighbors  pay  in  the  markets  of  the  world  ; 
construct  your  railways;  people  your  waste  lands; 
organize  and  improve  the  boundless  territory  benpath 
your  feet;  learn  to  rely  upon  and  to  defend  yourselves 
and  God  speed  you  in  the  formation  of  national  cha- 
racter and  national  institutions.” 

Again  he  says :— 

“ i am  net  sure,  sir,  that  even  out  ot  this  discussion 
may  not  arise  a spirit  of  union  and  elevation  of 
thought  that  mav  lead  North  America  to  cast  aside 
her  colonial  habiliments,  to  put  on  national  aspects,  to 
assert  national  claims,  and  prepare  to  assume  national 
obligations.  Come  what  may,  I do  not  hesitate  to  ex- 
press the  hop:;  that  from  this  day  she  will  aspire  to 
consolidation  as  an  integral  portion  of  the  realm  of 
England,  or  assert  her  claims  to  a national  existence.” 

This  is  very  significant  language  from  Mr.  Howe, 
and  I no  v quote  Mr.  Annand’s  comments  thereon: 

“ Mr.  Howe  desired  to  create  a North  American 
nation,  watchful  of  republican  America,  even  while 
pursuing  common  objects,  but  in  perpetual  friendship 
and  alliance  with  the  British  Isles.” 

Here  we  bave  tbe  sentiments  of  tbe  bon. 
member  for  East  Halifax,  under  his  own  band, 
nearly  eight  or  nine  years  ago —when  be  did 
not  expect  that  bis  political  opponents  would 
succeed  in  carrying  into  effect  what  he  and 
Mr.  Howe  ihen  expressed  a desire  to  form,  a 
Brit  sh  American  Nation.  What  does  this 
mean?  Is  not  that  a Union  of  the  Colonies? 
Or  is  it  some  new  combination  of  which  we 
have  not  yet  heard?  The  House  will  recollect 
that  the  hon.  member  for  Halifax,  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  last  night,  while  en- 
deavoring to  avoid  the  dilemma  in  which  he 
was  placed  by  the  resolution  which  he  moved 
in  1862,  stated  that  they  did  not  intend  to  do 
anything— that  the  resolution  was  a delusion — 
that  they  looked  forward  to  a Union  after  tbe 
Bailway  was  completed.  Mr.  Howe  always 
declared  that  a railway  was  an  essential  prece- 
dent of  Union,  but  he  also  as  invariably  con- 
tended that  the  railway  was  only  the  means 
towards  that  great  end.  “ Why  do  I 
want  a railway?  Perhaps  for  the  pecuniary 
and  commercial  advantages  that  it  may  bring 
to  us,  but  the  great  object  I ha^e  in  view  is  a 
Union  of  the  Colonies.”  That  was  the  sum  and 
substance  of  his  arguments  I ask  then  when 
we  attain  the  great  end  he  had  in  view 
and  at  the  same  time,  and  by  means 
of  the  Union  obtain  the  Bailway  which 
he  vainly  laboured  so  hard  to  secure,  why 
does  he  now  factiously  oppose  the  mea- 
sure which  brings  about  the  very  result  he 
wished  to  obtain.  Mr  Howe  says  on  the  same 
occasion : — 

«■  Of  one  thing  I am  proud  to  day : of  the  unanimity 
and  evident  attachment  to  the  home  of  our  fathers 
wh’ch  have  characterized  this  meeting.  In  the  gene- 
rous offer  of  the  government  and  people  of  England, 
we  have  felt  John  Bull’s  heart  .beating  against  our 
own.  * * Until  the  time  arrives  when  North  Ame- 
rica shall  rise  into  a nation  nothing  can  be  more 
honorable  than  our  connection  with  the  parent 
state.  * * I do  not  disguise  from  you  that  I look 

hopefully  forward  to  the  period  when  these  splen- 
did Provinces,  with  the  population,  the  resour- 


ces and  intelligence  ot  a nation,  will  assume 
anational  character.  Until  that  day  comes  we  are 
safe  beneath  the  shieldof  England,  and  when  it 
comas  we  shall  stand  between  the  two  great  nations 
whose  blood  we  share,  to  moderate  their  counsels 
and  preserve  them  in  the  bonds  of  peace  ” 
wShortly  afterwards  Mr.  Howe  visited  New  Bruns 
bick,  and  in  a speech  delivered  there,  thus  reported 
ry  the  hon.  member  for  Halilax  in  the  book  I have 
ef  erred  to : — 

“ 1 thought  it  was  now  full  time  that  we  had  higher 
objects  in  view  than  a mere  transit  traffic,  and  I 
therefore  urged  the  general  views  and  aspects  of 
these  Provinces,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  preparing  the 
public  mind  in  England  to  promote  their  elevation  to 
a far  higher  status  in  the  scale  of  nations.”  And  Mr, 
Annaud  thus  comments  on  the  above  and  previous 
parts  of  the  same  speech. 

‘ Having  very  adroitly  detached  some  of  the  promi- 
nent public  men  of  New  Brunswick,  and  brought  out 
in  bold  relief  the  proportions  of  that  great  field  of 
honorable  emulation  and  exertion  which  they  would 
tread,  when  Union  of  the  Provinces  by  iron  roads 
had  b^en  followed  by  the  political  organization  which 
would  be  the  immediate  result,  he  said  :— 

“ If  the  sphere  were  wide  enough  here,  what  would 
you  do  with  such  men?  You  would  send  Judge 
Wiimot  to  administer  justice.  Where?  To  a small 
Province?  No:  but  to  an  American  Empire.  You 
would  place  Mr.  Chandler  on  the  bench  of  the  United 
Provinces;  you  would  hold  out  to  the  young  men  ot 
your  country  a sphere  and  a field  for  their  exertions 
and  their  ambition  which  none  of  them  have  open  to 
them  now.  How?  By  violence?  By  rebellion? 
By  bloodshed?  No.  You  would  seek  to  live  under 
. the  old  flag.  You  would  seek  not  separation  from 
the  mother  country — that  would  be  madne-s,  folly, 
bad  faith ; but  with  the  consent  cf  the  Sovereign,  and. 
the  acquiesence  of  the  Imperial  authorities,  by  the 
united  action  ahd  good  sense  of  all  the  Provinces. 
You  would  seek  by  union  to  elevate  them  all  to  a high- 
er status  than  any  of  them  separately  can  ever  enjoy. 
I believe  that  Railways  will  be  of  great  use  to  these 
Provinces,  but  I believe  also  that  it  is  necessary,  nay 
almost  indispensable,  to  produce  a social  and  politi- 
cal organization  of  the  p ople,  to  raise  these  Provinces 
to  a higher  position  than  they  can  ever  singly  attain  ” 

And  in  his  report  to  his  own  government,  in  1851, 
he  says  :— 

“ Among  all  ranks  and  classes  the  railroad  seemed 
to  be  regarded  as  indispensable  agencies  by  which 
North  Americans  would  be  drawn  into  a common 
brotherhood,  inspired  with  higher  hop^s,  and  ulti- 
mately'elevated  by  some  form  ot  political  association, 
to  that  position,  which,  when  these  great  works  have 
prepared  the  way  of  union,  one  half  of  this  continent 
may  jairly  claim  in  the  est  mation  of  the  world.” 

In  his  speech  on  the  organization  of  the  empire,  he 
said  :— 

“ If,  then,  the  British  and  Colonial  statesmen  do 
not  incorporate  this  people  into  the  British  Empire, 
or  make  a nation  of  them,  they  will,  long  before  their 
numbers  have  swelled  so  much,  make  a nation  ot 
themselves.” 

What  did  Mr.  Howe  mean  by  all  that?  High- 
er status  in  the  scale  of  nations,  Union?  High- 
er position  when  North  America  shall  rise  into 
a nation,  &c?  Did  he  mean  that  little  Nova 
Scotia  would  rise  into  a great  na'ion?— He 
was  speakingthen  of  British  America — asking 
them  to  build  the  road  and  obtain  that  stand- 
ing in  the  world  which  the  advocates  of  union 
are  now  endeavoring  to  bring  about.  He  was 
advocating  then  exactly  what  we  are  advocat- 
ing now.  I would  like,  before  passing  from 
this  subject,  to  read  another  extract  to  the  hon. 
member  for  Yarmouth  who,  pointing  to  the 
map  before  him,  said  that  Canada  was  a dreary 
waste — that  we  could  not  expect  any  commer- 
cial or  manufacturing  advantages  from  con- 
nection with  her— that  she,  from  her  natural 
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position,  was  worthless  to  us  as  an  ally,  either 
commercially  or  politically.  The  hon  member 
is  in  unison  with  Mr.  Howe  on  this  question 
now,  but  let  us  see  what  the  hon.  member’s 
friend  has  said  oh  former  times  about  Canada, 
when  it  was  not  his  interest  to  traduce  that 
country 

" hut,  pir,  daring  as  may  appear  the  scope  of  this 
conception.  high  as  the  destiny  may  seem  which  it 
•wseloses  for  our  children,  and  boundless  as  are  the 
Helds  of  honorable  labor  which  it  presents  another, 

« ander  in  proportions,  optD8  beyonu;  one  which 
the  imagination  of  a poet  coulu  not  exaggerate,  but 
which  the  statesman  may  grasp  and  realize,  even  in 
our  own  duy.  Kir,  to  bind  these  disjointed  Provin- 
ces together  by  iron  roads;  to  give  them  the  homo- 
geneous character  fixedness  of  purpose,  and  elevation 
of  sentiment,  which  they  so  much  require,  is  our  first 
duty.  But,  after  all,  they  occupy  but.  a limited  por- 
tion of  that  boundless  heritage  which  God  and  na- 
ture Lave  given  to  us  and  to  our  children  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  are  but  the  frontage  of  a 
territory  which  includes  four  millions  of  square 
miles,  stretching  awav  behind  and  beyond  them,  to 
the  frozen  regions  on  the  one  side  and  the  Pacific  on 
the  other.  Ot  this  great  section  of  the  globe,  all  the 
Northern  Provinces,  including  Prince  Edward  18- 
land  and  Newfoundland,  occupy  but  four  hundred 
and  eighty-six  thousand  square  miles.  The  Hudson’s 
Bay  territory  includes  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand miles.  Throwing  aside  the  more  bleak  and  in- 
hospitable regions,  we  have  a magnificent  country 
between  Canada  and  the  Pacific,  out  of  which  five 
or  six  nov  le  Provinces  may  be  formed,  larger  than 
any  we  have,  and  presenting  to  the  hand  of  industry, 
and  to  the  eye  of  speculation,  every  variety  of  soil, 
climate,  and  resource.  With  such  a territory  as  this 
to  overrun,  organize  and  improve,  think  you  that  we 
shall  stop  even  at  the  western  bounds  of  Canada?  or 
even  at  the  shores  of  elih  Pacific?  Vancouver’s,  Is- 
land, with  its  vast  coal  measures,  lies  beyond  The 
beautiful  islands  of  the  Pacific  ard  the  growing  com- 
merce of  the  ooean,  are  beyond.  Populous  China 
and  the  rich  East,  are  beyond;  and  the  sail3  of  our 
childrens  children  will  reflect  as  familiarly  the  sun- 
beams of  the  Kouth,  as  they  now  brave  the  angry 
tempests  of  the  North.'  The  maritime  Provinces 
which  I now  address,  are  but  the  Atlantic  frontage 
of  this  boundless  and  prolific  region;  the  wharves 
upon  which  its  business  wifi  be  transacted,  and  be- 
side wbieh  its  rich  argosies  are  to  lie.  Nova  Scotia 
is  one  of  these  Will  you,  then,  put  your  hands  uni- 
tedly, with  order,  intelligence,  and  energy  to  this 
great  work?  Kefuse,  and  you  are  recreants  to  every 
principle  which  lies  at  the  base  of  your  country’s 
prosperity  and  advancement:  refuse,  and  the  Deity’s 
handwriting  upon  land  and  sea,  is  to  you  unintelli- 
gent language;  rpfuse,  and  Nova  Scoiia,  instead  of 
oocupyiug  the  foreground  as  she  now  does,  should 
have  been  thrown  back,  at  least  behind  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  God  has  planted  your  country  in  the 
front  ol  this  boundless  region;  see  that  you  compre- 
hend its  destiny  and  resources— see  that  you  dis- 
charge, with  energy  and  elevation  of  soul,  the  duties 
which  devowe  upon  you  in  virtue  of  your  po  ition.” 

I scarcely  require  to  make  an  apology  for 
reading  to  this  house  an  extract  so  eloquent. 
I may  say  that  eloquent  as  have  been  the 
speeches  of  the  advocates  of  this  scheme,  none 
of  them  can  exceed  this,  or  more  fully  recog- 
nize the  importance  and  benefits  of  Uniou.  I 
would  be  quite  content  to  put  these  words 
of  the  eminent  man  from  whom  I quoted 
against  the  remarks  that  the  hon.  member  for 
Yarmouth  thought  proper  to  make.  And  I 
would  ask  him  to  give  the  same  weight  to  these 
words  of  Mr.  Howe,  as  he  is  ready  to  give  the 
opinions  of  fhe  same  gentleman  to-day.  There 
is  no  man  who  is  acquainted  with  the  resources 
of  Canada— with  the  industry  and  energy  of  her 
people — with  the  great  progress  that  has  been 
made  in  all  the  elements  of  prosperiiy,  but 


must  recognize  the  want  of  truth  in  the  state- 
ments of  the  hon.  member,  and  the  want  of 
magninimity  he  displayed  in  disparaging  a 
colony  which  has  increased  more  rapidly  in  re- 
cent years  than  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
There  is  no  country  in  North  America  that,  in 
the  last  fifty  years,  has  advanced  so  rapidly 
and  so  steadily  in  all  the  sources  of  material 
wealth  and  greatness  as  the  Province  of  Ca- 
na d a. 

On  auother  occasion,  in  a great  speech  which 
the  same  gentleman  delivered  in  this  House 
on  the  Organization  of  the  Empire  he  says: — 

” Sir,  the  firstlquestion  which  we  men  of  the  North 
must  put  to  ourselves,  is,  have  we  a territory  broad 
enough  of  which  to  make  a nation  ? At  the  risk  of 
travelling  over  some  of  the  ground  trodden  yesterday 
by  the  learned  member  for  Annapolis,  I think  it  can 
be  shown  that  we  have.  Beneath,  around,  and  be- 
hind us,  stretching  away  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific,  are  four  millions  square  miles  of  territory. 
All  Europe  with  its  family  of  nations,  contains  but 
three  million  seven  hundred  and  eighty  thousand,  or 
two  hundred  and  ninety-two  thou-aud  miles  less. 
The  United  States  include  three  million  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  square  miles,  or  seven  hundred  and  sixty-nina 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  less  than 
British  America  S*r,  I often  smile  when  I hear  some 
vain-glorious  Republican  exclaiming: — 

“ No  pent-up  Utica  contracts  our  power, 

The  whole  unbounded  continent  is  ours!” 
forgetting  that  the  largest  portion  does  not  belong 
to  him  at  all,  but  to  us,  the  men  of  the  North,  whose 
descendants  will  control  its  destinies  forever.  Sir,  the 
whole  globe  contains  but  thirty-seven  million  square 
miles.  We,  North  Americans,  living  under  the  Bri- 
tish flag,  have  one  ninth  of  the  whole,  and  this  ought 
to  give  us  “ ample  room  and  verge  enough”  for  the 
accommodation  and  support  of  a countless  popula- 
tion.” 

These  were  the  sentiments  that  Mr.  How. 
impressed  upon  the  people  of  this  country 
What  then  did  they  lead  to?  When  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  moved  the  resolution,  two 
years  ago,  for  the  Union  of  the  Maritime  Colo- 
nies, I stated  in  a very  short  speech,  that  from 
my  earliest  recollection  of  the  political  history 
of  this  country  I had  been  impressed  with  the 
conviction  that  the  leading  men  on  both  sides 
had  always  advocated  the  Union  of  the  British 
North  American  Colonies,  and  that  a desire 
for  such  Uniou  largely  pervaded  the  public 
mind  of  this  country.  I regretted,  on  that  oc- 
casion, that  instead  ©f  a Union  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces,  we  could  not  aspire  to  a Union  of 
all  the  Colonies  in  British  North  America, 
Sir,  I did  not  stand  alone  in  entertaining  that 
opinion,  and  I venture  to  assert  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  large  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  until  their  fears  and  prejudices 
were  aroused  by  demagogues  who  had  other 
ends  to  serve,  and  not  a leading  man  but  has 
been  found  in  the  front  pressing  forward  this 
great  question.  But  Mr.  Howe,  in  a letter 
which  he  published  the  other  day,  says  we  are 
powerless  to  defend  ourselves.  Let  us  see 
what  he  thought  on  that  subject  a few  years 
ago ; after  eloquently  referring  to  the  necessity 
for  the  future  consolidation  of  these  colonies*, 
he  3aid 

" Taking  our  population  at  two  millions  and  a half, 
(it  Is  now  nearer  lour  millions,)  every  fifth  person 
should  be  able  to  draw  a trigger,  giviug  600  COO  men, 
capable  of  bearing  arms.  Such  a force  would  bo 
powerless  as  an  invading  army,  but  in  defence  of 
these  Provinces  invincible  by  any  force  that  could  be 
sent  from  abroad.” 
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“ How  often  have  we  heard  that  our  republican 
neighbors  were  going  to  overrun  the  Provinces. 
They  have  attempted  it  once  or  twice,  but  have  always 
been  beaten  out,  and  I de  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the 
British  American  over  whom  the  old  flag  flies,  are 
able  to  defend  every  inch  of  their  territory,  even 
though  Her  Majesty’s  troops  were  withdrawn.” 

So  much  then  for  Mr.  Howe,  and  now  let  us 
enquire  what  are  we  to  obtain  from  a Union  of 
the  olonies.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  detaining 
the  house  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  for  it  has 
Deen  so  very  amply  d scussed ; but  let  me  say 
that  this  union  will  give  us  commercial  great 
aess,  political  status,  social  distinction,  and  mili 
tary  power  I will  not  say  we  are  going  all  at 
once  to  become  a great  Empire,  to  be  able  to  com- 
pete with  the  great  nation  close  to  us — but  let  us 
unite  these  colonies,  consolidate  their  strength  and 
resources,  and  we  start  fair  for  all  the  greatness 
which  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  is  sure  to  attain 
when  it  has  the  means  and  the  opportunity.  We 
start  with  a larger  population  than  the  United 
states  had  when  their  national  existence  began, 
with  a country  far  in  advance  of  those  States  at 
die  time  of  their  separation,  in  all  the  elements  of 
national  piosperity  and  greatness.  We  will  have 
direct  railway  communication  with  the  whole 
country  behind  us,  as  soon  as  the  political  union 
is  consummated.  The  hon  member  for  Yar- 
mouth says  that  we  cannot  have  extensive  com- 
mercial relations  with  Canada,  and  that  union 
will  give  no  impulse  to  our  commercial  enter- 
prise, and  he  scouted  the  idea  that  we  can  sus- 
tain manufacturing  establishments.  Why  should 
we  not  have  manufactures  ? He  says  we  have 
not  the  population.  True,  I reply,  and  whilst  we 
tt-  main  isolated  as  at  present-— whilst  we  have  had 
only  a population  of  330,000  people,  he  is  quite 
i*-ht  to  say  we  cannot  rise  above  our  present  con- 
dition. No  one  knows  better  than  he  hat  a large 
manufactory  in  Halifax  or  Yarmouth  of  any 'par- 
ticular article  could  supply  the  Province.  We 
can  afford  no  inducements  to  men  of  large  capi- 
tal to  expend  their  money  in  developing  our  re- 
nources.  Give  us,  however,  the  population  of 
four  millions  that  union  will  give,  strike  down 
^he  hostile  tariffs  that  now  stand  like  a Chinese 
wait  between  the  Provinces,  and  you  have  the 
market  for  manufactures  which  is  now  wanting 
to  stimulate  enterprise.  The  hon.  member  says 
we  have  not  the  means  or  resources,  Then  again 
I say  the  hon  member’s  knowledge  of  this  coun- 
try should  have  prevented  him  making  this  asser- 
tion. If  there  is  a country  in  the  world  of  equal 
dimensions,  that  by  virtue  of  its  geographical  po 
wition  and  natural  resources,  bus  greater  facilities 
for  commerce  and  manufactures,  I have  yet  to 
learn  where  it  is  ? You  have  immense  tracts  of 
the  finest  quality  of  coal  at  the  pit’s  mouth,  you 
have  mines  of  iron,  and  alongside  th  m again  you 
have  the  lime  required  to  convert  iron  to  usefui 
purposes.  Only  give  facilities  for  making  these 
resources  productive,  and  what  portion  of  the 
Union  will  develope  itself  more  rapidly  than  No- 
va Scotia  I This  Province  has  rapidly  develope 
ed  her  resources,  notwithstanding  the  disadvan- 
tageous position  in  which  she  is  placed  ; her 
mines  of  coal  and  iron  have  made  progress,  and 
her  commercial  progress  bears  wituess  to  the 


energy  of  the  people,  but  give  us  the  demand 
that  the  wants  of  four  millions  of  people  will  cre- 
ate, and  she  will  increase  to  a remarkable  degree 
in  al)  the  elements  ot  prosperity.  What  has  made 
Massachusetts  the  great  manufacturing  state  it  is? 
That  the  cotton  of  New  Orleans  comes  to 
to  be  converted  into  cloth — that  the  iron  of  Penn- 
sylvania comes  to  be  converted  into  cutlery  in 
the  manufacturies  of  Boston.  Why  can  Massa- 
chusetts supply  manufactures  to  the  whole  Union? 
Because  the  hostile  tariffs  meet  her  productions 
at  every  stats  boundary.  Why  should  not  Hali 
fax  be  the  Boston  of  British  North  America?  — 
Why  should  not  the  cotton  of  New  Orleans  be 
manufactured  in  this  city,  and  supplied  to  every 
town  in  the  Confederacy?  Why  should  not  to- 
bacco be  made,  and  sugar  refined  here  as  well  as 
in  Boston?  No  reason  in  the  world  is  there  why 
it  should  not  be  so,  except  that  we  have  no  mar- 
ket, no  population,  fenced  in  as  we  are  by  the 
hostile  tariffs  ot  every  surrounding  country  Sup- 
posing each  of  the  United  States  had  remained 
isolated  and  separate  communities,  that  each 
state  had  preserved  its  own  revenue  and  trade 
lesss,  in  what  position  wou’d  they  be  in  now? — 
Weak,  insignificant  communities,  instead  of  com- 
ponent parts  of  one  of  the  strongest  and  proudest 
nations  of  the  world.  I ask  then,  is  it  not  our 
duty  to  adopt  this  measure.  If  our  trade  shall  be 
enlarged  and  wealth  will  be  increased,  then  it  is 
an  answer  to  all  the  story  we  have  heard  about 
taxation.  The  people  have  been  told  time  and 
again  until  they  began  to  believe  it  is  so— that 
they  are  going  to  be  taxed  to  pay  the  debt  of  Ca- 
nada There  is  no  foundation  for  such  a belief, 
but  suppose  I assume  for  the  sake  of  argument 
that  the  statement  is  partially  true,  and  that  in- 
stead of  paying  10  we  shall  pay  15  or  17  per  cent; 
bat  if  eur  commerce  prosper  as  largely  as  I have 
predicted,  then  I ask  the  hon.  member  for  Yar- 
mouth whether  the  mere  trifle  of  increased  duty 
should  stand  in  the  way,  when  compared  with  the 
progress  that  this  country  will  make  in  all  the 
elements  of  productive  industry.  It  is  not  many 
years  since  the  construction  of  railways  was  com- 
menced in  this  country,  and  I remember  how 
many  persons  said  they  were  to  be  our 
ruin.  Mr.  Howe  was  going  to  swamp  us.-r- 
Our  taxation  was  to  be  doubled.  And 
a great  many  persons  thought  that  if  onr 
duties  were  largely  raised  we  would  be  ruined 
beyond  redemption  I dare  say  the  hon.  mem 
fc»er  for  Yarmouth  did  a great  deal  to  create  the 
idea  throughout  the  country,  for  he  was  then  as 
now  opprsed  to  every  progressive  measure, — 
We  built  the  Railways  and  the  croakers  have 
turned  out  false  property.  Our  duties  have  beeu 
doubled,  and  I will  undertake  to  say  that  there 
is  not  a man  in  the  House  who  will  say  that  we 
are  not  now  better  able  to  pay  our  increased 
duties  than  we  were  to  pay  the  lesser  duty  ten 
years  ago  This  is  an  illustration  of  what  may- 
be the  resu't  of  the  Union  with  the  British  North 
American  Colonies  It  gives  us  room  and 
expansion— it  gives  us  what  population  will 
always  afford  ; and  everything  that  promotes  the 
wealth  of  a country,  and  while  we  have  these  no 
fear  ot  taxation  ruining  its  or  cramping  our 
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energies.  1 do  not  intend  to  occupy  the  House 
in  the  discuss  on  of  other  branches  of  the  subject. 
With  Union,  our  social  and  political  statue  will 
be  enlarged,  and  our  n cans  of  defence  against 
aggression  increased  and  consolidated,  it  will  give 
vou  thousands  of  men  that  we  cannot  otherwise 
have,  and  I will  tell  you  how  We  are  rapidly 
increasing  in  population  even  now  but  give  us 
the  facilities  for  commerce  and  manufactures  that 
Union  will  affbrd  then  jou  will  have  hundreds 
where  you  have  now  one  added  to  the  number 
of  the  people.  And  the  same  thing  will  occur  in 
Canada  and  the  other  Provinces.  What  is  the 
reason  that  this  Province  has  been  for  so  many 
years  sparsely  settled  — it  is  only  where  mines 
have  been  worked  that  you  have  any  large  centres 
of  industry.  Immigration  seeks  a country  where 
there  is  plenty  of  room  and  work.  Give  us  the 
population  and  the  tndustiy  that  Union  will 
certainly  bring  with  it,  aud  you  will  have  a 
greater  ability  to  contribute  towards  defence,  both 
in  money  nrd  men. 

When  ( listened  to  the  hon.  member  for  Yar- 
mouth, I thought  of  the  last  occasion  when  b 
pointed  to  the  same  map  which  now  hangs  bet 
fore  me.  He  is  the  last  man  in  the  world  o 
whom  I would  say  a single  disrespectful  word 
but  from  his  anxiety  to  see  anything  beyond 
Yarmouth,  he  is  at  times,  1 might  tay  at  all 
times  one  of  the  most  inconsistent  men  that  ever 
sat  in  this  House.  No  doubt  every  one  is  dis- 
posed to  give  the  hoa.  member  credit  for  his 
commercial  enterprise  for  the  zeal  with  which 
he  discharges  his  duties,  but  the  people  of  this 
country  must  know  that  on  almost  all  the  great 
questions  which  tend  to  promote  the  wealth  and 
prosperin' , he  has  always  been  a drag  on  the 
wheel  1 herefore  I say  that  on  a question  like 
this  gentlem  n wi  i not  fie  disposed  to  accept  his 
ass<*r  ions  or  opinions  with  the  confidence  that 
they  would  otherwise  be  disposed  to  extend  to 
them.  W h :u  we  were  discussing  the  intercolo- 
nial Hail  way,  three  years  ago  we  saw  the  same 
map  before  us.  On  that  occasion  the  hon.  mem- 
ber in  hifl  attempt  to  defeat  the  Intercolonial  pro- 
posi  on  resolved  to  the  argument  that  the  road 
we  ought  to  build  was  the  one  to  Pictou.  But 
when  the  non.  member  had  an  opportunity  of 
being  consistent  with  himself  building  that  road 
to  Pictou  what  did  he?  His  party  came  into 
power,  aud  in  fulfilment  of  the  pledge  whi  h 
they  h id  given  wheu  the  hon.  member  was  one 
of  their  support' rs,  proposed  to  construct  the 
railway  to  Pic  ou,  b it  this  consistent  gentleman 
oppo  ed  the  mea  ure  to  which  he  was  solemnly 
pledged  lc  ft  his  party  because  they  w<  u d 
not  vio'ate  th  ir  p edges  es  readily  as  him- 
se  f Yet  the  hou  member  told  us  to-day 
tha  he  invariaO  y acts  upon  principle.  He  lefi: 
his  p viy  on  that  very  que-tijn, alt  tough  stand  ng 
in  t ic  presence  of  the  Hi  u-;e  bet  re  ihat  very 
m.i  he  prom  s,  d to  support  us  in  carrying  it  — 
Be  says  he  did  n >t  w i t office.  I daresay  he  did 
not  f>  himself  fur  he  has  put  it  into  my  power 
to  declare  that  if  e did  not  wish  to  enter  the  Go- 
vernment bimsell  be  left  the  party  that  he  sus- 
tai-'td  on  the  voty  Pictou  Kailway  question  three 
years  ago  bec<iu>o  home  of  his  friends  did  not  get 


office.  (Mr.  Killam — No.)  I say  yes;  the  bon. 
member  took  occasion  at  a recent  date  to  state 
that  he  left  because  I was  appointed  Railway 
Commissioner.  He  wished  that  another  gentle- 
man, a personal  follower  of  his  own,  should  he 
appointed.  I shall  not  trouble  the  House  with 
any  lengthy  observations  on  the  financial  branch 
of  this  subject,  but  there  are  one  or  two  points  in 
the  speech  of  the  hon  member  for  East  Halifax, 
that  I may  briefly  notice.  He  stated  that  th® 
revenue  derived  from  local  sources,  under  Con- 
federation, would  be  $155,000.  Th;s  sum  added 
to  the  subsidy  of  80  cents  a head,  amounting  to 
$264,800,  gives  a total  of  $419,800,  to  be  appro- 
priated for  local  purposes.  Here  I am  quite  con- 
tent to  take  the  figures  of  the  hou  member,  but  ho 
went  further. 

Now  to  make  a set  off  to  this  revenue  for  local 
purposes,  the  hon  member  for  Ha  ifax  resorts  to 
the  most  unfair  method  of  assuming  that  future 
grants  for  local  purposes  will,  for  the  future,  be  as 
large  as  they  are  this  year  That  hon  member 
knows  well,  Sir,  that  never  in  the  history  of  this 
country  have  the  grants  for  Education,  Roads 
and  Bridges,  Navigation  securities,  and  special 
grants  for  such  purposes  as  the  St  Peter  Canal, 
aDd  opening  and  enlarging  many  of  the  Harbor? 
on  our  coasts  been  so  large  and  munificent  as 
during  the  last  three  years.  And  be  also  knows, 
Sir,  that  it  has  never  been  imagined  by  any  one 
m this  House  that  these  large  grants  could  be 
continued.  Where  Sir,  are  we  to  obtain  the 
means  to  meet  the  obligations  the  country  has 
assumed  except  by  discontinuing  these  exception- 
al grants  as  the  necessity  arises.  Whence  is  to 
come  the  interest  on  the  Pictou  Railway  which 
already  forms  a considerable  sum  to  the  debt  of  our 
account?  Where  are  we  to  find  the  subvention 
we  are  to  pay  to  the  Annapolis  and  Intercolonial 
Railways?  Why,  Sir  the  bon  member  well 
knows  that  if  Union  did  not  take  place,  and  all 
th  se  liabilities  fall  upon  our  own  shoulder,  that 
notwithstanding  the  prosperity  of  the  country, 
we  should  be  obliged  not  only  to  reduce  all  these 
special  and  exceptional  grants,  but  be  obliged  to 
resort  to  additional  taxation  to  sustain  the  credit 
of  the  country,  and  yet  the  hon  gentleman  ven- 
tures to  place  before  the  country  the  figures  quo- 
ted in  his  speech  as  a fair  estimate  of  our  local 
outlay  after  the  Union  is  consummated 

Now,  Sir,  1 shall  submit  my  esrimate  to  th« 
Bouse  and  challenge  a comparison  of  my  figure* 
with  those  of  the  hon  member.  The  liabilities  I 


put  as  follows: — 

Agriculture $5,000 

Criminal  jirosecutions 1,»>00 

Coroners’  Inquests  1,400 

Crown  lands 14  000 

Mines 17,000 

Distressed  sfea-men 200 

Education 120.000 

Relief  Indians. 2,000 

Poor  Asylum 8 000 

Redef  paupers 5,000 

Roads  and  bridges 140,000 

Legislative  expenses 20,000 

Salaries,  &c 8,000 

Navigation  securities 20.000 

Insane  Asylum 20,000 
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Public  printing 3,000 

Board  of  Works 25,000 

Packets  and  Ferries 5,000 

In  all $415,200 


or  $4,6  )0  dollars  less  than  the  amouut  now 
available  for  local  purposes.  The  House  will  see 
that  I have  given  the  full  amount  of  the  Educa- 
tional grant,  and  I have  also  been  induced  to 
leave  all  the  principal  services  at  the  lull  figure  our 
altered  circumstances  will  require  The  road 
grant  1 have  somewhat  reduced,  as  it  is  evident 
to  all  that  as  soon  as  onr  new  obligations  begin 
to  weigh  on  the  Treasury,  that  and  other  services 
must  be  curtai!ed  to  meet  their  demands.  The 
Hon.  member  for  Halifax  has  also  unfairly  in- 
creased the  amount  of  local  liabilities  by  includ- 
ing in  many  of  the  services  named  by  him,  sums 
which  under  Confederation  will  be  borne  by  the 
general  Revenues.  Now  tir,  this  estimate  is 
based  on  the  supposition  that  the  sources  of  our 
local  Revenue  will  not  in  the  future  yield  a larger 
amount  than  at  present,  but  such  a proposition 
seriou  ly  made  would  be  laughed  at.  Why,  Sir, 
what  do  we  see  on  the  papers  on  this  table  1 — 
This,  Sir,  that  the  casual  Revenue  and  receipts 
from  Crown  L inds  above,  two  items  of  our 
• local  Revenue  have  increased  three  fold  within 
the  1 st  four  years,  while  the  receipts  from  Gold 
Mines,  also  form  anew  and  increasing  source  of 
Revenue  Now,  Sir,  w ithout  being  subject  to  the 
charge  of  being  too  sanguine,  I may  fairly 
assume  that  all  those  sources  of  Kevenue  shall  be 
as  prosperous  for  the  next  five  years  as  they  have 
been  in  the  past.  But  to  keep  within  the  safest 
bounds,  suppose  they  only  double  within  that, 
time,  and  the  Hon  member  would  have  an  ad 
diiional  $155, ©00  far  local  purposes,  so  that  in- 
stead of  being  obliged  to  resort  to  direct  taxation, 
he  might  by  the  exercise  of  the  economy  and 
financial  skill  for  wh  ch  he  is  so  famous,  not  only 
meet  all  his  wants  in  a liberal  manner  but 
actually  leave  a balance  in  the  chest. 

The  hon  member  lor  Yarinou  h tells  us  that  we 
cannot  expect  any  commercial  advantages  from 
connection  with  Panada  that  there  w as  rot  nor 
could  there  be  any  communication  between  us 
I a:n  surprised  to  hear  the  hon  member  make 
giuh  a statement  Is  the  trade  of  a country 
which  reaches  the  enormous  sum  of  one  hundred 
mibions  a year  worth  nothing?  Docs  he  not 
know  that  our  intercourse  with  that  country  is 
already  very  considerable  and  is  rapidly  inci eas- 
ing. Her  politicians  and  merchants  are  opening 
up  new  outi-  ts  for  trade,  and  endeavoring  in 
every  way  possible  to  develope  the  resources  of 
the  country  to  the  utmost  limit,  and  it  only  re- 
quires time  to  make  these  eff'oits  successful.  In- 
deed, the  merchants  of  that  country  manifest  a 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  energy  which  our  own 
would  do  well  to  observe 

Many  hon  members,  the  hon  member  for  East 
Halifax  among  the  number,  have  stated  that  this 
question  is  not  understood  in  England-  that  Mr 
Cardwell  has  been  hastily  drawn  into  the  support 
of  a measure  that  his  own  judgment  would  not 
approve  of.  I can  only  say  that  I have  lately 
had  an  opportraity  of  seeing  some  of  thfc  loyal 


dependencies  of  Great  Britain — of  seeing  a group 
of  colonies  having  as  enterprising  and  intelligent 
class  of  men  »s  are  to  be  seen  in  any  part  of  the 
globe.  Under  the  most  adverse  circumstances 
they  have  pressed  forward  the  industrial  resources 
of  their  respective  countries,  small  as  they  are, 
until  now  they  fjel  encouraged  in  lot  king  io  the 
future.  These  men  understand  as  thoroughly 
any  men  that  I have  ever  met  with,  the  condition 
of  the  Empire  and  the  colonial  dependencies;  and 
I was  never  more  gratified  than  to  find  that  they 
I one  and  all,  manifested  a strong  desire  to  see  this 
union  perfected  They  are  British  in  all  their 
feelings  and  aspirations,  and  look  upon  the  con- 
summation of  this  union  as  another  step  towards 
t!  e strengthening  and  consolidation  of  British 
power  in  the  world.  Men  more  capable  of  form- 
ing a correct  judgment  on  the  subject  I did  not 
meet  anywhere.  That  is  an  evidence  of  the  opin- 
ions formed  respecting  the  proposed  union  by 
men  not  biased  by  prejudice;  in  fact,  wherever 
you  find  Englishmen  who  understand  the  condi- 
tion and  relations  of  these  colonies  they  are  all  in 
favor  of  this  scheme.  This  is  a reply,  to  a large 
extent,  to  tire  argument  of  the  hon  member  for 
East  Halifax. 

It  has  been  said  outside  of  this  House  that  the 
result  o;  this  scheme  will  be  the  political  extinct- 
ion of  its  promoters.  A good  authority  with 
some,  has  told  us  that  the  men  who  carry  this 
scheme  must  make  up  their  minds  to  g > off  the 
arena  o;  public  life,  and  their  places  will  be  filled 
by  those  who  are  opposing  this  measure  I am 
quite  content,  darting  young  in  politics  I am 
naturally  desirous  of  seeing  the  country  prosper 
for  * feel  I must  more  or  less  participate  in  that 
prosperity;  but  all  I can  say  personally  is  this— -if 
the  Union  be  carrie  1 1 shall  be  quite  satisfied 
whoever  may  reap  the  fruits.  It  makes  liitle 
difference  after  ail  who  shall  receive  the  political 
advantages  whilst  the  interests  of  the  country  are 
advanced,  as  they  will  be  by  H e successful  con- 
summation of  the  measure  of  Union.  But  this 
also  let  me  say  the  opponents  of  Union  may 
succeed  in  deriving  a lit  le  temporary  popularity 
by  their  course,  but  the  people  sooner  or  later, 
when  they  see  the  benefi  s that  the  seheme 
confers  upon  them  will  acknowledge  their  mistake 
and  give  their  confidence  and  esteem  where  it  is 
properly  due.  I am  quite  content  to  wait  the 
coming  of  that  time  when  the  very  men  who  may 
now  reject  Union  will  be  the  same  who  will 
accept  it  and  recognize  the  claims  of  its  friends 
and  promoters  to  their  consideration.  (Cheers. ) 

SPEECH  OF  MB.  M LELAH. 

Mr.  McLELANsaid:— If  I consulted  my  own 
feelings,  I should  perhaps  remain  silent  on 
this  occasion,  for  I know  not  how  to  address 
the  bouse— what,  words  to  utter  appropriate  to 
this  momentous  question.  Notwithstanding 
all  that  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  dowD,  I feel  that  it  is  not  I who 
should  apeak  at  this  time,  nor  is  it  the  men 
who  sit  around  me;  it  is  the  people  of  Nova 
Scotia,  the  men  who  own  and  cultivate  her 
soil,  who  work  her  mines,  who  build  her  ships, 
or  whatever  may  be  their  avocations,  who 
ave  made  this  country  their  home,  and  Jink  ed 
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their  destines  with  her’s,  who  should  first 
speak  and  instruct  their  representatives  on 
this  great  question.  But  this  right — their  right 
— as  I shall  hereafter  attempt  to  show,  having 
been  denied  them,  it  becomes  imperative  on 
ns  to  Bpeak  in  their  behalf;  and  when  1 reflect 
upon  tins,  and  consider  that  perhaps  I am  par- 
ticipating in  the  last  discussion  of  the  last  Par- 
liament of  Nova  Scotia,  1 feel  almost  borne 
down  by  the  responsibilities  of  the  position — 
by  tbe  solemnities  of  the  hour.  The  Prov.  Sec. 
says  wo  shrink  from  the  discussion  of  this 
question.  No  sir,  we  do  not.  We  never  have 
been  backward  ou  any  public  occasion 
to  discuss  it,  and  all  we  ask  now 

is  that  it  may  be  carried  down  to 
every  village  and  town  in  Nova  Scotia, 
ami  upon  fu  1 and  fair  discussion  the  de- 
cision of  the  people  accepted.  Tbe  member 
for  Inverness  says  all  the  lawyers,  all  the  lead- 
ing statesmen— all  the  professed  politicians  fa- 
vour the  scheme  a ul  therefore  the  strong  in- 
ference is  that  it  is  right.  I beg  to  differ  with 
him  in  his  conclusion.  When  the  professional 
loliticians  of  a country — the  men  who  make  a 
iviug  by  politics— agree  upon  any  measure  I 
cannot  regard  it  as  evidence  that  it  will  be 
beneficial  to  their  country.  The  simple  fact  that 
it  is  to  improve  i he  posi  ion  of  those  cf  them  who 
may  be  successful  may  make  them  unan  raous 
in  supporting  it,  and  comparing  the  list  of 
salaries  in  Canada  with  those  in  Nova  Sco  ia 
we  find  so  great  a difference  that  i is  not  im- 
possible, but  i has  influence  here.  Let  me 
mention  a few  of  the  salaries  found  on  that 
list. 

Canada.  Nova  Scotia, 
Atty  General,  East  and  West.  $10  000  $2,000 

Solicitor  General  ditto  ..  6 000  800 

Contingencies  ditto  ..  3 800  000 

Provincial  Secret  iry 5 000  2,800 

Clerks  and  con  ting -nnif-s 30,000  4 089 

Surveyor  General 5 000  2,000 

Clerks  and  contingencies  94.049  3.15 

Seoeiver  General 5 000  2,400 

financial  Secretary 5000  2.400 

Clerks  and  contingencies 43  619  1.878 

Executive  Council  expenses.  . 25,610  400 

Prom  this  comparison  we  might,  if  so  dis- 
posed, draw  the  inference  that  the  unanimity 
of  our  professional  politicians  arises  from  the 
fact  that  Confederation  will  give  them  very 
much  larger  salaries.  But,  much  as  we  desire 
to  discuss  this  question,  we  must  protest 
against  treating  it  in  the  tone  and  style  of  the 
past  few  days.  he  merit  dissolute  and  aban- 
doned character,  when  brought  into  the  pre- 
sence of  bis  death-warrant,  assumes  a more 
reformed  and  sometimes  evinces  a Christian- 
like  spirit.  The  house  has  now  before  it  its 
death-warrant,  and  while  we  may  not  hope  to 
see  it  die  like  a Christian,  it  should  at  least 
imitate  the  Indian  savage,  who  sings  his  death 
song  with  calmness  and  dignity,  in  the  belief 
that  be  is  about  to  enter  the  happy  hunting- 
grounds,  and  in  like  manner  did  I expect  to 
see  the  advocates  of  this  propositi  >n  sing  the 
death-song,  inasmuch  as  ic  will  give  them  the 
entrance  to  auada,  the  “happy  hunting- 
ground  ” for  office-seekers.  The  government 
eha  ged  us  who  oppose  this  scheme  with  mere- 
ly desiring  delay,  that  on  a change  of  govern- 
ment we  may  be  in  a position  t,o  carry  the 
measure  ourselves  and  divide  the  spoils.  I do 
not  accept  the  charge,  I fling  it  back  to  those 
who  make  it,  and  tell  them  they  are  not  the 


men  to  impugn  our  motives.  They  who  raised 
this  question — who  gave  it  existence — who 
have  arranged  all  the  offices:  the  Judgships, 
the  Governorships,  and  others,  and  who, 
wheu  this  measure  is  forced  through  as 
they  are  doing,  shall  fill  those  high  posi- 
tions, are  the  men  of  all  others  open  t > a 
charge  of  mo  ives,  and  they  should  have 
more  modesty  than  raise  it.  Sir,  I envy  ne 
man  his  office  or  his  honors,  and  God  forbid 
that  I should  ever  enjoy  them  at  the  sacrifice 
of  my  countrymen’s  rights.  Others  may  take 
them,  but  however  great  their  reward  may  be 
personally,  it  will  not  make  their  country's 
wounds  the  less  sore.  It  is  not  true,  as  was 
believed  in  the  dark  days  of  superstition,  that 
“a  salve  to  tbe  sword  will  cure  the  wound  it 
has  given.”  I oppose  this  proposition  because 
I believe  it  wrong  in  itself  j because,  territo- 
rially situated  as  we  are,  it  will  tend  to  destroy 
the  harmony  and  good  feeling  existing  among 
these  Provinces  by  bringing  into  conflict  their 
diversified  interests  ; that  it  will  retard  the 
prosperity  of  this  province,  by  imposing  upon 
us  heavy  financial  burthens  ; that  it  will 
weaken  our  connection  with  the  Mother  Coun- 
try and  our  means  of  defence,  by  rendering 
the  people  less  attached  to  their  form  of  gov- 
ernment, and  ultimately  carry  uh  into  the  arms 
of  the  Great  Republic.  Haviug  taxed  the  pa- 
tience of  tl>e  House  on  a former  occasion  with 
my  objections  to  the  Quebec  scheme,  I need 
not  now  repeat  them,  although  they  are  ex- 
actly applicable  as  against  this  resolution. 
For  although  uot  mentioned  in  it,  the  lion,  in- 
troducer of  the  resolution  has  declared  his  entire 
approval  of  it,  and  will  take  care  to  appoint 
ou  the  delegation  a majorby  holding  the  same 
opinions  as  himself.  Beside  this  we  have  be- 
fore us  nothing  from  any  of  the  other  Provinces 
to  lead  us  to  suppose  that  they  have  abandon- 
ed the  Quebec  arrangement.  Indeed  I do  not, 
see  bow  the  Canadian  ministry  can,  when 
they  only  carried  the  measure  through  their 
house  on  a distinct  pledge,  that  there  should 
be  no  departure  from  the  terms  agreed  upon 
at  Quebec.  I shall  trouble  the  house  wi  li  but 
one  extract  to  this  point,  and  from  the  speech 
of  Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  Carder,  who  avid: — 

“ I have  already  declared,  in  my  own  name,  and 
on  behalf  of  the  government,  that  the  delegates  who 
go  to  England  will  accept  from  the  Im-'erial  govern- 
ment no  act  but  one  baspd  on  the  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  this  house,  and  thev  will  not  bring  back  any 
other.  (Hear,  hear.)  I hive  pledged  my  word  of 
honor,  and  that  of  the  government,  to  that  effect." 

After  such  a pledge  ho  w can  the  Canadian 
delegates  depart  from  the  Quebec  scheme? 
And  presuming  that  the  honorable  members 
for  Richmond  and  Inverness,  Messrs.  Miller 
and  McDonnell,  are  appointed  on  the  delega- 
tion -hey  will  be  overruled  by  the  Canadians 
and  their  co-delegates  from  Nova  Scotia.  I 
had  proposed  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  obstacles  to  a Uniou,  other  than 
exists,  in  the  configuration  of  the  territory 
which  it  is  proposed  to  confederate;  but  the 
hon.  member  for  Yarmouth  has  so  well  illus- 
trated this  that  I need  not  detain  the  house. 
I am  sure  those  who  listened  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman this  afternoon  must  have  felt  the  u ter 
impossibility  of  uniting  and  so  interweaving 
the  several  interests  of  that  territory  as  to 
make  them  harmonize  aud  blend  as  oue.  Our 
Province  is  almost  an  island,  — detached 
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from  New  Brunswick  by  the  bay  of  Fuudy,— 
while  Nevr  Brunswick  is  separated  from  '5a- 
nada  by  the  State  of  Maine,  and  a trackless 
forest  of  great  extent.  Mr.  Fleming,  in  the 
report  of  his  survey  for  an  intercolonial  rail- 
way made  in  1824,  gives  us  some  insight  into 
the  nature  ol  this  country.  He  says: — 

“A  parallelogram,  bounded  on  the  South-East  by 
a line  drawn  from  Fredericton  to  Chatham,  on  the 
North- Ea  t by  a line  drawn  from  Chatham  to  Metis, 
on  the  South-West  by  a line  drawn  from  Fredericton 
to  River  du  Loup,  an^  on  the  North- West  by  the 
settlements  along  the  River  St.  Lawrence;  about  90 
mile*  in  width,  by  200  miles  in  length  and  embracing 
nearly  18,000  square  miles,  is  both  unsettled,  and 
roadless.” 

Here  is  a territory  the  size  of  the  entire  Pro- 
vince of  Nova  Scotia,  so  long  as  it  remains  un- 
settled must  render  a union  between  New 
Brunswick  and  Canada  an  impossibility. 
The  Fin  Secy,  in  addressing  the  house  read 
extracts  from  speeches  of  Hon.  Mr.  ^owe, 
advocating  the  Intei colonial  Railway  as  “a 
means  t>  an  end.”  The  end  contemplated 
here,  I presume,  is  the  settlement  of  this  er- 
rkory,  and  the  making,  in  such  settlement, 
that  connection  between  the  two  Provinces  as 
might,  render,  at  some  period,  a political 
Union  possible.  And  until  that  be  first  done 
1 hold  it  is  madness  to  enforce  such  a Union. 
Nor  d'>  1 helieve  'hat  with  the  boundary  line 
of  the  two  Provinces  wiped  out.  by  settlements 
can  the  extraordinarv  anticipations  of  the  De- 
legates be  realized  from  a country  shaped  as 
are  these  Provinces.  Turn  to  the  map  of  the 
world  and  you  will  find  every  country,  occu- 
pying a first  class  position,  compact  in  shape, 
and  just  as  the  country  departs  from  that  it 
descends  in  he  scale  of  na  ions.  England  has 
been  s y led  “the  tight  little  isle  of  the  sea.” 
There  is  in  her  a compact  territory,  which  af- 
fords that  blending  of  interest  which  le  ds  to 
a harmonious  co-operation  for  the  good  of  the 
whole.  We  have  been  frequently  reminded 
since  this  question  arose  of  the  Heptarchy  in 
England,  and  the  great,  results  of  her  Union. 
Union  for  her  was  a natural  act,  and  so  may 
it  be  said  of  England  and  S o land.  The  bound- 
ary line  is  wiped  our.  by  the  dense  population, 
wh’ch  flow  back  and  forth,  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  interest,  of  each  extends 
into  and  operates  upon  the  other,  forming  a 
Strong  and  enduring  union.  Ireland  has  not. 
this  territorial  connection.  The  influence  of 
her  interests  is  bounded  by  the  sea-shore,  and 
naturally  seeks  a centre  within  her  own  terri- 
tory There  is  not  the  same  interweaving  of 
interest,  and  consequently  the  bond  of  union 
is  acknowledged  o be  weaker  than  between 
England  and  Scotland.  England  grew  in 
green-ess  and  power  by  every  union  which 
condoned  territory  and  people  and  interests, 
having  ibr  each  a natural  affini  y,  but  when 
she  went  beyond  that  she  gained  only  elements 
of  weakness.  She  crossed  the  Chaunel  into 
France,  and  attempted  »o  draw  that  people 
and  country  to  her,  but  the  more  territory  she 
acquit e’ >.  the  weaker  she  became,  and  eventu- 
ally yielded  to  the  inflexible  law  of  nature  that 
the  drawings  of  all  people  are  to  their  natural 
centre  of  interest.  Look  at  France  upon  the 
map  No  s raggling  arms  or  long  jutting  head- 
lands, but,  all  compact,  and  forming  a country 
wrh’cb  claims  and  holds  a first  posi  ion  among 
Empires.  Go  over  the  map  of  Europe,  and 
just  as  you  fiud  countries  departing  from  that 


compact  shape  you  find  them  descending  in 
the  scale  of  nations.  But  I may  be  referred  to 
England’s  colouies  scattered  all  over  the  globe 
and  having  no  territorial  connection  with  Eng- 
land, and  be  asked  how  she  has  held  them 
without  their  being  a source  of  weakness?— 
Simply  by  permitting  them  to  manage  all 
maters  of  internal  policy  as  suited 
themselves.  Attempting  no  action  affecting 
the  internal  interest  of  a colony  further  t.hau 
was  compensated  for  by  a protection  of  her 
external  interests.  By  this  wise  and  liberal  po- 
licy she  has  seen  her  colonies  grow  and  pros- 
per in  a remarkable  degree.  She  departed 
from  this  policy  wheu  she  proposed  to  tax  the 
thirteen  New  England  States,  but  the  people 
regarded  it  as  a violation  of  their  chartered 
rights,  and  they  severed  the  connection  with 
the  parent  state.  England  saw  the  mistake 
Lord  North  had  committed,  and  compel- 
led him  to  repeal  the  act  imposing  a tax  on 
colonists,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present 
the  policy  pursued  by  England  towards  her 
colonies  has  been  growing  more  enlightened 
and  liberal. 

But  we  have  been  told  in  this  discussion, 
that  England  takes  very  strong  ground  on  this 
question,  and  urges  it  for  our  acceptance,  and 
so  tar  have  members  of  Government,  gone  as 
to  bring  to  their  aid  the  name  of  Her  Majesty 
tie  Queen.  I have  for  some  months  seen  that 
name  used  in  the  public  newspapers  in  con- 
nection with  this  scheme,  and  felt  it  difficult 
to  restrain  my  indignation  at  these  who  resort- 
ed o such  unjust  means  to  influence  public 
opinion,  but  when  the  bon.  Prov.  Seccretary 
took  the  same  course  in  introducing  his  re- 
solution, I listened  to  him  with  absolute 
disgust.  Who  t,aut*h  those  men  \o  take 
such  liberties  with  tbe  name  of  our  be- 
loved Sovereign?  It  was  Governor  Eyre,  of 
Jamaica,  and  his  officials  who  headed  procla- 
mations “The  Queen’s  Wish,”  and  wboia  their 
administration  first  exasperated  the  people  and 
• hen  butchered  them.  Let  our  officials  beware 
how  far  they  follow  that  unfortunate  example. 
But,  says  the  Prov.  Secretary,  it  is  mention- 
ed in  the  speech  at  the  opening  of  Parliament. 
Suppose  it  is,  we  all  know  that  except  iu  cases 
where  ministers  do  not  feel  that  it  would  in- 
terfere with  their  policy,  the  Sovereign  does 
not  alter  a line  or  syllable  of  the  opening 
speech.  If  there  is  oue  tbiug  more  than 
another  for  which  we  love  and  honor  Queen 
Vic  oria,  it  is  for  her  home  virtues,  and  yet 
the  ministry  claim  tbe  right  to  regulate  even 
her  household— to  say  what  maids  of  houour 
shall  sttrrouud  her  person.  Again  we  are  told 
that  we  should  accep  this  scheme  from  res- 
pect to  the  wishes  of  the  British  Government, 
Sir,  I \ ield  to  no  man  in  my  respect  for  a gov- 
ernment, which  is  a reflex  of  the  opiuions  and 
sentiments  of  so  liherty-lo^  ing  a people  as 
those  of  the  British  Isles,  and  when  I study 
the  policy  established  by  that  reflex  of  Brh 
ish  ideas,  I both  admire  and  respect  it.  Com- 
mencing with  the  repeal  of  that  law  under 
which  Lord  North  taxed  the  New  England 
Colouies,  and  from  which  hey  rebelled,  I 
trace  down  a policy  growing  year  by 
year  more  liberal,,  progressing  with  ilia 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  conferring  upon 
us  colonists  all  the  privileges  and  freedom 
which  the  most  ardent  lover  of  self  govern- 
ment can  desire.  And  now  should  Mr.  Card- 
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well,  who,  in  a short  administration  has  had 
in  Jamaica  a butchery  and  in  Australia  the 
machinery  of  government  brought  to  a stand, 
insist  upon  our  accepting  a certain  scheme, 
no  matter  how  injurious  we  may  consider  it 
to  our  interests  our  respect  for  the  long  esta- 
blished policy  of  Englaud  should  of  itself  make 
ns  hesitate.  No  man  nor  no  single  govern- 
ment changes  the  policy  of  Britain  in  a day. 
No  policy  lives  there  unless  founded  upon 
public  sentiment.  And  when  a Colonial  Secre- 
tary attempts  to  enforce  a change  in  the  entire 
constitution  of  the  country  in  which  we  live, 
regardless  of  our  wishes,  we  may  well  regard 
it  ouly  as  the  act  of  an  individual,  until  we 
know  that  the  people  who  make  and  unmake 
Colonial  Secretaries  have  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  it  and  approve  of  it.  I am  told  that 
nublic  opinion  in  England  does  favor  this 
scheme.  It  may  and  still  be  in  harmony  with 
the  policy  pursued  towards  us.  Public  Opinion 
in  England  may  be  founded  upon  the  infor- 
mation given  that  the  leaders  of  all  parties 
had  combined  in  the  scheme  of  Union  and  the 
usual  inference  would  be  that  the  mass  of  the 
people  approved.  But  if  the  Pro.  Secy,  will 
graut  us  a general  election;  and  if  a majo- 
rity, overwhelming  as  I believe  it  would 
be,  is  found  against  this  U lion,  and 
public  opinion  thereafter  insist  upon  our 
adopting  it  then  shall  I believe  there  is  a change 
of  policy  by  the  people  of  England,  and  then, 
but  not  until  that  is  thus  shown,  shall  I think 
it  necessary  to  consider  what  sacrifices  of  our 
iuteres  s we  should  make  from  respect  to  the 
British  Government.  We  are  told  that  there 
is  not  time  for  this;  that  events  are  gathering 
about  us  that  preclude  the  possibility  of  a dis- 
solution ; that  we  are  threatened  with  invasion 
and  that  unless  we  yield  to  the  wishes  of  the 
British  Government,  our  country  will  not  be 
protected.  The  men  who  tell  us  this  slander 
Old  England  and  are  guilty  of  treason.  What 
danger  threatens  us  now?  Wheuce  comes 
the  threatened  invasion?  Not  from  any  act 
we  or  any  of  our  people  have  committed,  nor 
from  anything  connected  with  our  internal  or 
external  interests,  but  frem  that  which  is  akin 
to  the  act  about  to  be  perpetrated  here:  a 
forced  uuion.  Ah,  sir,  forced  marriages  sel- 
dom prove  fortunate,  and  the  forced  union  of 
Ireland  with  England  is  hearing  fruit.  We 
had  a few  years  ago  O’Connoll’s  great  agita- 
tion for  a repeal  of  that  union,  but  it  was  res- 
trained in  its  action  by  the  master  mind  of  the 
great  Dan  and  by  the  influences  of  he  Crowe, 
but  housands  of  Irishmen  nave  gone  out  from 
under  he  British  flag,  feeling  in  their  heart 
that  their  country  has  been  wronged,  and  have 
found  uuder  other  flags  the  influences  that  have 
strengthened  and  perpetuated  that  sense  of 
wrong,  and  thus  they  and  their  offspring 
have  been  but  too  easily  led  by  designing 
knaves  into  this  Fenian  movement,  which 
now  threatens  our  peace.  And  now  are  we 
to  be  told,  when  we  have  placed  the  en  ire  re- 
sources of  our  country  for  defence— when 
every  militia  mau  is  falling  into  line,  and 
Nova  Scotia  one  vast  drill  shed,  that  Eugland 
will  not  help  us— meet  the  danger  she  has 
brought  upon  us— unless  we  agree  to  this 
scheme  of  Confederation.  Then,  sir,  would  she 
stand  disgraced  before  the  civilized  world. 
If  the  British  Parliament  sustain  a govern- 
ment that  makes  this  the  condition  upon 


which  they  will  now  aid  us,  the  whole  world 
will  rii  g with  the  Frenchman’s  cry,  “ Perfidi- 
ous Albion,”  and  old  Cromwell  will  come 
back  to  empty  another  Parliament  House. 
No,  every  war  ship  that  comes  steaming  into 
our  harbour  contradicts  this  assertion,  and 
every  intelligence  we  receive  from  England 
assures  us  that  the  people  sustain  the  govern- 
men!  in  making  our  protection  their  honor. 
I have  under  my  hand  a letter  from  a manu- 
facturer in  Manchester,  who  holds  the  position 
of  Major  in  the  volunteers,  iu  whose  ranks 
some  of  the  best  blood  of  England  has  en- 
listed, and  in  this  letter  there  are  the  strongest 
assurances  of  an  interest  in  our  position  and  a 
desire  to  aid  us  in  repelling  the  danger. 

Speaking  of  Fenianism  I am  reminded  that 
the  hon  member  for  Richmond  announced, on 
the  aurhority  of  a New  York  pape~,  that  one 
of  the  planks  of  the  Fenian  platform  is  to  op- 
pose the  confedera  ion  of  these  Provinces. 

The  Prov.  Sec’y  also  attempts  to  draw  from 
this  an  argument  in  favor  of  bis  resolution. 
Now  the  object  of  Fenianism  is  the  liberation 
of  Ireland.  The  first  necessity  in  this  attempt 
is  to  secure  a territory  that  will  serve  as  a base 
for  operations.  This  territory  must  also  be 
British,  because  fhe  seizing  of  any  other 
would  involve  a double  conflict,  hence  it  is  of 
the  first  importance  to  Fenianism  that  there 
shall  be  a British  Province  within  easy  reach 
of  them.  Suppose  that  to-morrow  we  should 
be  annexed  to  the  United  States,  that  organi- 
zation would  cease  to  exist.  Othello’s  occu- 
pation would  be  gone.  There  would  be  no 
suitable  aud  agsailable  British  territory  left 
f >r  them  to  secure  as  a base  of  operations,  and 
I do  not  doubt  hat  the  leaders  of  tha  move- 
ment, seeing  plainly  that  annexation  to  Canada 
will  soon  be  followed  by  annexation  of  the 
whole  to  the  American  States,  and  feeling  the 
strong  necessity  of  having  us  remaiu  British 
provinces,  do  not  favour  Confederation.  I do 
no  mean  to  say  that  those  who  here  favor  it 
do  so  as  the  means  to  he  end  : annexation  to 
the  United  States,  but  I firmly  believe  bat  will 
be  the  result  ; and  if  I did  not  value  British 
connection ; if  I did  not  value  the  liberty  arid 
blessings  which  flow  to  us  from  the  constitu- 
tion under  which  we  live,  and  if  I were  so 
craven  hearted  as  not  to  be  ready  to  meet  any 
danger  arising  to  us  because  of  our  connection 
with  England,  I,  too,  would  become  a Con- 
federate, and  seek  to  enter  that  current  which 
will  sweep  us  all  into  republicanism. 

I acknowledge  Eugland  expects  us  to  do 
more  for  our  own  defence  than  we  have  hith- 
erto done,  but  when  this  is  expected  of  us,  and 
when  we  are  ready  and  willing  to  meet  the  ex- 
pectations, is  it,  I ask,  the  time  to  curtail  our 
liberties — to  take  away  our  rights?  When  a 
greater  strain  i s put  upon  the  wheel,  it  is  not 
the  time  to  cut  out  part  of  the  spokes;  when 
the  gale  increases,  it  is  not  the  time  to  weaken 
the  cable  ; nor  is  this  the  time  to  weaken  our 
attachment  to  the  mother  country  by  this  Con- 
federation under  which  we  shall  at  all  times 
feel  perplexed  to  know  whether  we  owe  alle- 
giance to  England  or  Canada.  Like  oue  of 
Brigham  Young’s  children  adrift  in  the  harem, 
we  shall  feel  we  have  too  many  mothers.  We 
have  here  a good  many  men  claiming  descent 
from  the  old  Loyalists,  men  who  settled  this 
country  in  the  belief  that  the  British  Govern, 
rnent  gave  up  the  Claim  to  tax  those  coloriie^ 
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in  the  repeal  of  the  American  duties  in  1778. 
They  came  her9  in  the  belief  that  the  revenues 
they  or  their  descendants  raised  would  be  en- 
tirely under  their  own  control  and  disposal; 
and  now  after  nearly  a century,  will  England, 
without  the  consent  of  the  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince, hand  over  our  entire  revenues,  our  en- 
tire property,  and  our  constitution,  to  a Pro- 
vince more  difficult  of  access  to  us  than  the 
mother  country  is,  and  ye“  at-  the  same  time 
claim  from  us  greater  contributions  to  the  na- 
tional defences? 

We  have  been  told  that  it  is  necessary  to  place 
all  our  means  of  defence  under  one  head.  If 
this  means  that  our  Militia  systems  shall  be  as- 
similated, it  can  as  well  bo  done  without  as 
with  coufederation : but  if  it  means  that  being 
under  one  control  the  men  shall  bo  drawn 
from  one  province  to  another,  then  I question 
very  much  the  propriety  of  so  doing.  1 believe 
the  local  militia  of  England  or  Scotland  cannot 
he  taken  beyond  certain  fluffs  without  a spe- 
cial Act  of  Parliament,  and  the  cases  in  which 
it  would  be  wise  to  do  so  are  rare  indeed.  The 
man  who  may  not  have  a natural 'inclination 
nor  a training  to  the  “pomp  and  circum- 
stance” of  military  dfe  is  comparatively  use- 
less esccpt  for  home  defence.  His  home  and  his 
househol  1 altars  he  will  defend  with  his  life, 
but  take  him  beyond  these  influences  and  he 
needs  a long  training  to  beany  service  in  war- 
fare. The  means  of  defence  to  a country  de- 
pends upon  the  population  to  territory  These 
Provinces  are  alike  assailable  through  their 
whole  frontier,  and  while  we  have  twenty  of 
a population  to  the  square  mile  of  territory 
New  Brunswick  and  Canada  have  only  eight. 
Hence  the  only  result  of  placing  the  control 
of  the  militia  of  the  provinces  ULder  one  head 
by  confederation  will  be  to  draw  the  militia 
men  from  this  province  to  the  others:  a pro- 
position which  we  have  already  seen  does  not 
had  favor  with  the  militia.  We  have  seen  al- 
ready two  regiments  refuse  the  oath  of  allegi- 
anch  under  the  impression  that  power  had 
been  given  to  take  them  to  Canada— and  I be- 
lieve that  such  a feeling  is  general.  The  peo- 
ple will  rise  en  masse  to  defend  this  country, 
which  is  dear  to  them,  but  will  utterly  refuse 
to  be  taken  away  into  the  wilderness,  and 
leave  their  homes  unprotected. 

Hon.  Pro.  Secy.— No,  no. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane.— Shame,  shame. 

Mr.  McLelan  continued.—  Can  any  man 
cry  shame  on  them  for  holding  this  view?  No 
sir — they  are  ready  to  defend  Nova  Scotia  to 
the  utmost.  With  their  faces  seaward  they 
will  wait  and  watch  for  the  foe,  and  should  he 
come  they  will  give  no  man  occasion  to  cry 
shame.  Every  breeze  that  comes  across  the 
waters  to  them  from  old  England  will  bring 
courage  to  their  hearts  and  nerve  to  their  arm; 
hut  take  them  a thousand  miles  away  into 
Canada  and  their  arms  will  fall  unnerved  aud 
powerless  at  the  thought  that  their  own  homes 
are  undefended.  Connected  with  this  argu  - 
ment of  defence  we  are  told  the  intercolonial 
railway  is  essential  and  can  only  be  had  by 
confederation.  I admit  its  value  for  defence, 
but  why  cannot  it  be  had  without  this  scheme. 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  have  always 
been  ready  and  anxious  to  build  it,  and  have 
offered  to  do  more  than  perhaps  their  just 
share,  and  now  we  are  quite  willing  to  build 
it  upon  the  principles  which  form  the  basis  of 


this  scheme  of  confederation  and  which  the 
Canadians  declare  is  just  and  the  only  one 
upon  which  Union  can  take  place.  Now  if 
this  principle  of  representation  by  populaion 
and  eighty  cents  per  head  all  round  be  just  it 
can  easily  he  applied  to  the  building  of  this 
railroad.  The  total  population  of  the  three 
Provinces  is  3,090,561,  aud  the  length  of  road, 
as  given  by  Mr.  Fleming,  from  Truro  to 
River  du  Loup  is  422  miles.  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick  have  a population  of  582,904, 
which  would  make  their  share  a fraction  less 
than  80  miles.  Now  they  are  not  oulv  willing 
to  build  this  but  have  actually  contracted  for 
109  miles  from  Truro  to  Moncton, — 29  miles 
more  than  their  share  by  the  principle  of  popu- 
lation,— and  all  that  the  Canadians  require  to 
do  is  to  apply  the  principle  and  build  down  to 
meet  us  at  Moncton.  I should  like  much  to 
see  them  thus  reverse  the  principle  and  give 
us  a foretas'e  of  it.,  but  there  is  no  probability 
that  they  will.  They  know  too  well  that  un- 
der coufederation  our  excess  of  contributions 
to  the  general  fund  will  more  than  meet  the 
merest  on  the  entire  cost  of  the  road.  I shall 
not  trouble  the  house  at  this  late  hour  with 
any  calculations  or  arguments  to  this  point, 
bu : I believe  on  a former  occasion  I 

proved  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Provincial  Secretary  that  Nova  Scotia  alone 
would  be  better  oft'  in  a financial  view  to  build 
the  road  herself  than  enter  into  this  confeder- 
ation under  the  Quebec  scheme.  The  hou. 
Prov.  Sec’y  has  often  characterized  the  propo- 
sition of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruuswick  to 
build  seven-twelfths  of  the  road  as  monstrous; 
but  tho  Hon.  George  Brown,  speaking  at  To- 
ronto of  the  building  of  it  under  Confedera- 
tion, says:  — “ It  may,  however,  be  some  com- 
fort for  my  friends  to  kuow  that  we  have  a 
prospect  of  getting  the  road  built  upon  terms 
much  more  reasonable  than  we  had  ever 
hoped  to  obtain.”  Now,  while  we  object  to 
these  terms,  we  say  that  if  it  be  so  necessary 
for  defence,  we  have  already  contracted  for 
29  miles  more  than  our  share  by  the  principles 
which  are  represented  as  just  under  Confed- 
eration. A great  deal  has  been  said  of  the 
commercial  advantages  of  this  road,  and  of 
the  great  efface  it  is  to  have  upon  this  city. 
Tha-  it  is  to  make  the  Province  one  vast  bee- 
hive, and  that  the  traffic  of  a continent  is  to 
centra  here.  I think  the  report  of  the  last  sur- 
vey made  in  1864  by  Mr.  Fleming,  should  be 
sufficient  to  dispel  any  such  delusion. 

I find  that  nearly  all  the  lines  given  by  him 
strike  the  European  and  North  American  rail- 
way about  37  miles  from  St.  John,  and  then 
he  shews  that  all  the  freight  traffic  passing 
down  from  Canada  will  seek  the  nearest  out- 
let, which  will  be  St.  John  or  St.  Andrews. — 
But  supposing  we  take  the  central  rout©,  that 
route  strikes  13  miles  west  of  Moncton,  making 
St.  John  a nearer  port  than  Halifax  by  112 
miles.  He  says  on  page  90  :— 

“ By  the  projected  lines  for  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way, at.  Andrews  and  St.  John,  on  the  Bay  of  Fttn- 
y.  are  the  nearest  open  winter  ports  to  Canada  with- 
in British  territory,  and  they  would,  therefore,  be 
the  most  available  outlets  for  Canadian  produce  while 
other  nearer  ports  remain  closed.” 

St.  John  must,  then,  be  the  outlet  for  freight, 
but  he  says,  suppose  you  build  that  road,  then 
it  is  probable  that  ic  will  be  of  most  advantage 
to  Canada  when  it  is  doing  tke  least.  He  says 
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that  the  distance  from  Toronto  to  New  York 
is  540  miles,  while  the  distance  to  St.  John  by 
Riviere  du  Loup  is  913,  and  he  argues  that  if 
Canada  is  allowed  to  send  produce  through 
the  American  territory  it  will  seek  New  York, 
but  he  looks  at  the  possibili  ies  of  America 
prohibiting  such  a traffic,  and  he  says,  ‘ if  you 
build  the  Intercolonial  Railway  the  United 
States  Government  will  see  that  there  is  a 
possibility  of  the  traffic  being  diverted,  and 
they  will  grant  permission  to  send  produce  to 
New  York  diiect.  He  says: 

“ As  the  probable  through  freight  traffic  depends 
on  so  many  contingencies,  it  is  impossible  to  form 
any  proper  estimate  of  its  value;  but  of  ttiis  we  may 
rest  satisfied,  if  the  construction  of  the  Intercolonial 
Kailway,  by  openiog  out  an  independent  outlet  to 
tbe  ocean,  prove  instrumental  in  keeping  down  the 
barriers  to  Canadian  trade  which  our  neighbours 
have  t'  e power  to  erect,  it  might  in  this  respect 
alone  be  considered  of  the  highest  commercial  advan- 
tage to  Canada.  It  is  scarcQly  likely  that  the  people 
ot  the  United  States  would  permanently  allow  thi-m- 
R-lves  to  place  restrictions  on  Canadian  trailic,  when 
they  discovered  that  by  so  doing  they  were  simply 
driving  away  trade  from  them  elves;  and  in  th  s 
view  the  contemplated  railway  may  lairly  be  consi- 
dered, especially  by  the  v ople  of  that  part  of  Cana- 
da west  of  Montreal,  of  the  greatest  value  to  them 
when  least  employed  in  the  transportation  of  produce 
to  the  seaboard.” 

The  European  and  North  American  line  now 
under  contract,  is  25  miles  shorter  than  it  will 
be  by  tbe  Intercolonial  line.  He  says: 

“Thin  it  is  evident  that  the  passenger  traffic  of 
the  Intercolonial  way,  on  any  of  these  lines  beirg 
constructed,  be  tapped  near  its  roots,  and  much  of  it 
drawn  away.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  too 
apparent  that  the  Intercolonial  Railway  may  find  in 
the  United  States  a route  formidable  rival  lor  Cana- 
dian paeseBger  traffic,  to  and  from  Furope,  by  way  of 
Halifax.  Fortunately,  with  a view  to  counteract 
this  difficulty,  a line  by  the  Bay  Chaleurs  would  offer 
special  advantages,  which  may  here  be  noticed.” 

He  then  goes  into  an  elaborate  argument 
to  prove  the  propriety  of  making  Sbippigan 
the  place  of  la  ding  for  all  steamers  pass- 
ing between  America  and  England,  there- 
by taking  away  all  ground  of  argument  con- 
cerning the  commercial  advantages  of  the  in- 
tercolonial road.  It  may  be  said  that  Shippi- 
gau  being  closed  for  seven  months  of  the  year, 
during  that,  period  the  passenger  traffic  could 
land  at  Halifax,,  but  in  the  winter  months 
there  is  little  travel  to  or  from  Canada, 
and  even  the  European  and  North  American 
line,  as  he  shews,  will  have  the  advantage. 
But  1 do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  weary 
the  House  with  a discussion  of  the  arguments 
against  the  measure,  because  [ believe  that  we 
have  not  tbe  right  to  change  in  the  manner 
propose!  by  this  resolution,  our  constitution. 
It  is  not  in  our  com  missions.  The  supporters 
of  the  resolution  argue  on  tbe  exteut  of  our 
powers;  but  1 look  more  to  our  right  to  do  so, 
without  first  consulting  those  whom  we  rep- 
resent. If  I understand  Responsible  Govern- 
ment, it  means  that  we  either  have  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  people  to  carry  a measure,  or  that 
we  shall  decide  upon  questions  in  such  a way 
as  we  feel  will  meet  their  approval— -that  we 
must  ever  keep  in  view  a going  back  to  the 
people  to  have  our  acts  approved  or  condemn- 
ed. The  charter  of  our  rights  is  not  found  in 
any  one  despatch  from  the  Colonial  Office,  but 
ruus  through  a number,  granting  one  conces- 
sion after  another,  all  tending  to  this  one  point, 


that  the  people  shall  be  consulted,  and  to  them 
we  are  to  be  responsible  for  our  action  here. 
Earl  Grey  says  to  us,  2nd  March,  1847 

“ The  two  contending  parties  will  have  to  decide 
their  quarrel  at  present  in  the  Assembly,  and.  ulti- 
mately at  the  hustings.” 

Again,  on  the  31st  of  the  same  month : — 

“The  practical  end  of  Responsible  Government 
would  be  satisfied  by  the  removability  of  a single 
public  officer,  provided  that  through  him  public  opin- 
ion could  injluence  the  general  administration  of 
affairs.” 

Under  this  resolution  before  us  public  opi- 
nion cannot  have  i’s  legitimate  influence.  It 
is  not  proposed  that  the  attion  of  members  is 
ever  to  be  passed  upon  by  the  people.  Neither 
can  it  be  said  that  because  tbe  question  of 
Union  has  been  for  some  years  agitated  that 
we  were  empowered  at  the  last  general  elec- 
tion to  pass  it.  The  resolution  of  this  house  in 
1861,  on  which  the  hon.  Pro.  Secy,  lays  such 
great  stress,  speaks  of  the  obstacles  to  Union 
and  of  the  desirability  of  having  “ the  question, 
set  at  rest.”  From  the  action  of  the  delegates 
appointed  under  that  resolution  it  was  sup- 
posed to  be  “ set  at  rest”  as  impracticable,  and 
therefore  was  not  a question  before  the  people  at 
the  last  General  Election,  and  to  pass  it  now  and 
put  it  forever  beyond  their  reach  would  be  un- 
constitutior  al  and  unjust.  The  supporters  of 
this  resolution  claim  Lord  Durham  as  one  of  the 
early  promoters  of  a Union  of  the  Colonies.  I 
refer  them  to  his  views  on  this  point,  as  given  in 
his  Report  to  the  British  Government.  He  says  : 

“ But  the  state  of  the  Lower  Provinces,  though  it 
justifies  the  proposal  of  an  union,  would  not,  I think, 
render  it  gracious  or  even  just  on  the  part  of  Parlia- 
ment to  carry  it  into  effect  without  referring  it  for 
the  ample  deliberation  and  consent  of  the  people  of 
those  Colonies.” 

Strongly  as  Lord  Durham  advocated  a Legis- 
lative Union  of  these  colonies,  he  tells  us  it 
would  not  be  just  to  adopt  it  without  the  appro- 
val of  the  people.  But  I find  that  even  the  poli- 
ticians of  Canada  admit  that  it  should  he  referred 
to  the  people,  if  there  he  any  doubt  as  to  the 
opinions  which  they  held.  Mr.  Cameron,  in  the 
Canadian  Assembly,  after  approving  of  the 
scheme,  proposed  a refereuce  to  the  people,,  ar- 
guing that  it  they  gave  their  approval  the  Union 
would  be  more  permanent ; he  says  : 

Mr.  Brown,  whose  name  has  been  mentioned 
in  this  debate,  and  on  whose  abilities  the  Prov. 
Secretary  has  passed  such  high enconiums,  said: 

“ If  we  base  this  structure,  as  it  ought  to  be  based 
on  the  expressed  will  of  the  people  themselves,  then 
I think  we  will  be  oliering  to  those  who  come  after 
us,  as  well  as  to  ourselves,  a heritage  that  every  man 
should  be  proud  of.” 

“ If  there  were  any  doubt  about  public  feeling  there 
might  be  propriety  in  going  to  the  people.  But  is 
there  any  doubt  abouf.it?  lam  not  opposing  the 
hon  gentleman’s  r solution  on  constitutional  grounds. 
I am  not  denying  the  rights  of  the  people;  if  I had 
any  doubt  whatever  about  what  weuld  ba  the  verdict 
of  the  people,  I should  be  the  first  to  say  we  ought  to 
go  to  the  people.  But  it  is  simply  because  I am  sa- 
tisfied there  would  be  a sweeping  verdict  in  iavor  of 
the  measure  that  I think  it.  unnecessary  to  take  it  to 
the  country.” 

Here  is  the  opiuion  of  one  of  the  first  statesmen 
of  British  America,  that  if  there  be  a shadow  of 
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doubt  as  to  the  opinions  of  the  people,  the  mea- 
sure should  be  submitted  to  them  before  being 
passed.  In  Canada,  perhaps,  there  was  no  doubt, 
but  it  is  very  different  here.  There  are  few  men 
in  this  house  who1  do  not  believe  that  a large 
majority  of  the  people  are  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ure. The  lion.  Atty.  General,  who  aids  in  forc- 
ing it  through,  entertained  different  opinions  in 
1861.  In  a speech  delivered  hereby  him  on  the 
8th  of  March  in  that  year  I find  him  using  this 
1 xnguage : 

“ There  is  an  honorable  principle  which  must  per- 
vade and  govern  men  in  every  position  in  life,  and  1 
would  not  envy  the  poution  of  those  who.  hanging  on 
to  the  tail  of  a majority  in  this  aouie,  must  feel  that 
in  doing  so  they  are  betraying  ihe  trust  reposed  in 
them,  and  misrepresenting  the  views  of  their  con- 
stituents.” Again:  “This  is  a matter  connected 
with  the  interests  of  the  r eople,  aad  they  should  be 
the  sole  judges.” 

Mr.  Archibald. — Read  what  we  said. 

Mr.  ^McLelan  continued  ; — We  said  at  that 
rime  that  we  acted  with  a view  to  Our  accounta- 
bility to  our  constituents  at  the  next  election,  and 
that  we  were  willing  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
having  our  acts  endorsed  or  not;  but  the  lion, 
gentleman  will  see  the  difference  between  the  two 
cases, — You  are  proposing  to  pass  a Resolution 
upon  which  no  man  voting  for  it  will  go  back  to 
the  people  for  the  ratification  of  his  act.  The 
Atty.  General  says  we  have  no  precedent  for  ask- 
ing a dissolution  on  this  question.  I tkink  it  is 
ho|who  should  have  precedents  before  handing 
over  the  entire  Province  to  a distant  colony  with- 
out the  permission  of  the  people.  He  says,  he 
saw  one  in  the  union  of  New  Zealand.  The  cases 
differ,  but  even  there  he  should  have  told  us  that 
the  people  arc  dissatisfied  and  seeking  a repeal 
of  the  Union  by  petitions  to  the  British  Parlia- 
ment. And  so  it  will  be  here,  if  you  pass  this 
resolution  and  carry  out  its  intentions  without 
consulting  the  people.  But  if  you  can  obtain  a 
majority  to  favor  it,  then  you  may  hope  for  it  to 
be  enduring.  It  is  one  of  the  principles  inherent 
n the  minds  of  all  claiming  British  origin  to 
accept  and  obey  the  opinions  of  the  majority.  1 
do  not  believe,  however,  that  a majority  can  be 
found  to  assent  to  a proposition  which  would 
sweep  away  our  constitution  and  even  blot  out 
the  name  of  Nova  Scotia  from  the  map  of  the 
world. 

The  hon.  member  for  Richmond,  Mr.  Miller, 
in  calling  for  this  resolution,  told  us  how  proud 
he  is  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  is  not  he  alone  who  is 
proud  of  her.  We  are  proud  of  being  Britsh 
subjects,  of  being  British  Americans,  but  not 
less  so,  of  being  called  Nova  Scotians.  That 
gentleman,  however,  seeks  to  blot  out  this 
name.  Whilst  he  addressed  the  House  I 
thought  of  that  anecdote  told  by  Hugh  Miller 
of  the  codfishing  captain  on  a voyage  to  New- 
foundland, who,  on  going  down  to  his  cabin  to 
consult  his  chart,  and  finding  it  in  shreds  and 
tatters,  told  his  men  they  might  as  well  turn 
about,  for  the  rats  had  eaten  Newfoundland. 
I do  not  mean  to  say  that  Nova  Scotia  will  be 
literally  devoured,  but  the  rats  are  striving  to 
e it  out  the  name  from  the  map  of  North  Ame- 
rica. Sir,  if  this  proposition  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect without  consulting  the  people,!  anticipate 


the  most  serious  results.  There  is  in  the  breast 
of  every  man  claiming  British  allegiance  a 
principle — a feeling — implanted  by  God  him- 
self that  he  should  be  consulted  in  all  changes 
affecting  his  rights  and  privileges  and  the  con- 
stitution under  which  he  lives.  In  no  part  of 
the  British  Empire  is  that  feeling  more  strong 
and  irrepressible  than  in  this  country,  and  if 
the  Provincial  Secretary  canies  out  his  propo- 
sition without  consulting  the  people,  this  prin- 
o'ple  will  rebel  against  the  act.  I have  no  hesi- 
tation in  telling  the  hon.  gentleman  that  he  is 
tampering  with  the  loyalty  and  allegiance  of 
the  people.  He  knows  our  attachment  to  the 
mother  country  is  strong,  but , he  must  not 
eount i too  much  on  it.  Let  me  read  to  him  as  a 
warning  an  extract  from  the  report  of  that 
celebrated  Statesman,  Lord  Durham: 

“Indeed,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  North 
American  Provinces  there  prevails  among  the 
British  population  an  affection  for  the  Mother 
Country,  and  a preference  for  it3  institutions, 
which  a wise  and  firm  policy,  on  the  part  of 
the  Imperial  Government  may  make  the  found- 
ation of  a safe  honorable  and  enduring  connec- 
tion. Bat  even  this  feeling  may  be  impaired, and 
I must  loam  those  in  whose  hands  the  disposal  of 
their  destinies  rests,  that  a blind  reliance  on  the 
all  enduring  loyalty  of  our  countrymen  may  be 
carried  too  far.” 

Then  he  says  speaking  of  the  evils  of  having 
a colony  disaffected 

“ If  the  British  Nation  shall  be  content  to 
retain  a barren  and  injurious  Sovereignty,  it 
will  but  tempt  the  chances  of  foreign  aggres- 
sion, by  keeping  continually  exposed  to  a 
powerful  and  ambitious  neighbour  a distant 
dependency,  in  which  an  invader  would  find 
no  resistance,  but  might  rather  reckon  an 
active  co-operation  from  a portion  of  the  resi- 
dent population.” 

The  passage  of  this  resolution  before  us  seems 
a small  matter,  but  it  may  produce  the  evils, 
named  by  Lord  Durham.  The  most  trifling 
causes  often  produce  the  most  alarming  re- 
sults. The  Castle  may  be  strong  and  bid  defi- 
ance to  the  invader,  but  a rat  may  undermine 
its  walls.  The  shin  may  outride  many  a storm 
but  a small  insect  may  so  destroy  the  strength 
of  her  timbers,  that  she  will  go  down  at  the 
first,  blast  of  the  next  gale.  Our  city  is  healthy 
and  happy,  but  a single  breath  drawn  by  a 
visitor,  to  the  Cholera  ship  in  the  harbor, 3 may 
bring  to  us  pestilence  and  death.  Taking 
Walter  Scott’s  beautiful  simile,  the  tree  may 
strike  deep  its  roots  and  send  wide  its  branches, 
clothed  in  luxuriant  foliage,  but  a small  worm 
may  destroy  its  vitality  and  make  of  it  an  un- 
sightly trunk,  from  which  the  raven  and  the 
vulture  shall  watch  for  their  prey,  or  the  majes- 
tic eagle  find  a perch. 

“ I asked  the  strong  oak  of  the  forest,  where- 
fore, its  boughs  v ere  withered  and  seared  like 
the  horns  of  the  Stag,  and  it  showed  me  that  a 
small  worm  had  gnawed  its  roots.” 

Our  forefathers  brought  to  this  country  the 
British  Acorn;  they  gave  it  congenial  soil. 
Their  descendants  have  carefully  guarded  and 
tended  it,  and  wherever  the  sons  of  Nova  Scotia 
have  stood,  beside  the  men  of  the  fatherland 
in  the  hour  of  danger,  the  world  has  seen  that 
we  too  have  “ hearts  of  oak”,  but  strong  and 
vigorous  as  this  plant  of  loyalty  may  be,  the 
passage  of  this  resolution  may  touch  its  vitali- 
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t y.  It  will  not  wither  in  anight;  it  did  not 
spring  up  iu  a day,  hut  its  decay  will  he  more 
rapid  than  its  growth.  And  when  in  after 
years  the  Nova  Scotian  is  asked  “ wherefore 
the  tvee  is  dead — its  branches  withered  and 
seared  and  a resting  place  for  the  great  Ameri- 
can Eagle”  he  will  point  to  this  little  resolution 
as  the  worm  which  gnawed  its  roots. 

I ask  the  Prov.  Sec. — I ask  the  House  _ to 
pause,  and  reflect  upon  the  consequences  which 
every  judicious  man  who  understands  the 
people  of  this  Province  will  see  are  but  too 
likely  to  flow  from  the  passage :of  this  resolu- 
tion. When  these  consequences  are  developed 
then  perhaps  the  Prov.  Secy,  will  lament  the 
evil  he  has  brought  upon  the  country.  Lord 
Palmerston  speaking  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
said,  “ there  is  no  greater  calamity  can  befall  a 
ruan  than  to  be  born  to  a heritage  of  triumph- 
ant wrong.”  Sir,  the  Prov.  Secy,  had  not  the 
“ heritage.”  He  sought  the  “ wrong,”  it  remains 
with  this  House  to  say  whether  the  “ wrong” 
shall  be  “ triumphant.” 

I entreat  the  House  to  withhold  from  him 
the  power  to  make  bis  wrong  triumphant — to 
prevent  the  evils  which  may  flow  from  this 
confederacy.  The  Financial  Secretary  says 
we  prophecy  evil.  I am  no  prophet,  nor  yet 
am  I the  son  of  a prophet,  but  I may  close  by 
repeating  the  words  which  the  great  King  of 
Prophets,  Isaiah,  tells  us  God  himself  com- 
manded him  to  utter,  “ Say  ye  not,  a confede- 
racy to  all  them  to  whom  this  people  shall  say, 
a confederacy,  neither  tear  ye  their  fear,  nor 
be  afraid.”  Sirs,  “ Say  ye  not,  a confederacy.” 

SPEECH  OF  I-IOV  ME.  MCFAELANE. 

Hon.  Mr.  McPaelahe  said:— It  being  the 
intention  to  divide  this  evening  on  the  resolu- 
tion under  discussion,  I do  not  intend  at  any 
length  to  occupy  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
House,  but  the  question  is  one  of  such  great 
importance  that  I cannot  allow  the  resolution 
to  pass  with  a silent  vote.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  of  all  the  momentous  questions  that  have 
agitated  this  country,  this  is,  beyond  measure, 
the  most  important.  The  step  we  are  about  to 
take,  in  every  probability,  will  affect  for  all 
time  to  come  the  destinies  of  our  native  Pro- 
vince— will  doubtless  bring  prosperity  or  ad- 
versity, and  therefore,  demands  grave  and 
careful  consideration.  No  one  should  assent 
to  the  measure  unless  assured  that  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  promote  our  future  safety  and  happi- 
ness. There  is  no  doubt  that  a large  majority 
of  the  reflecting  men  throughout  British  Ame- 
rica, as  well  as  in  Britain  herself,  viewing  the 
condition  of  affairs  on  this  continent,  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  time  has  ar- 
rived when  these  valuable  provinces  can  no 
longer  continue  in  their  present  disconnected 
position,  and  must  either  form  a united  con- 
federacy for  purposes  of  defence,  or  be  swal- 
lowed up  by  the  gigantic  powerful  repub- 
lic on  our  borders.  For  many  years 
we  have  moved  on  peacefully  and  pros- 
perously uuder  the  fostering  care  of  the 
Mother  Country,  until  we  have  outgrown  the 
state  of  infancy,  and  reached  tnat  condition  of 
maturity,  population,  and  prosperity,  which 
entails  upon  us  increased  responsibilities. — 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  valuable  and 
important  as  these  North  American  Provinces 
are  to  the  Mother  Land,  from  their  position  to 


the  United  States  they  necessarily  are  the 
weakest  and  least  secure  of  the  outlying 
Colonies  of  the  Empire,  and  more  than  all 
others  are  calculated  to  cause  fears  for  their 
safety.  Hence  the  extreme  solitude  of  Imperi- 
al statesmen  aud  soldiers,  as  well  as  politic- 
ians, to  see  them,  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  placed  in  such  a position  and  so 
united  together  as  will  best  ensure  their  safe- 
ty, and  strengthen  their  connection  with  the 
Crown.  It  is  however  all  important  for  us  as 
Legislators,  empowered  to  deal  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people,  to  see  that  the  contemplated 
Union  is  consummated  on  terms  fair  and  equi- 
table to  all  the  Colonies  proposed  to  be  united 
and  that  the  just  rights  of  our  own  Province 
should  be  carefully  guarded.  The  question  is 
important  to  us  both  in  a political  and  financial 
point  of  view.  But  above  all  others,  to  those 
who  value  British  connection,  towers  the  ques- 
tion of  defence.  And  at  the  present  time  when 
hordes  of  armed  Fenians  threaten  an  invasion 
of  our  land,  it  assumes  increased  importance, 
I believe  in  the  maxim  that  “ Union  is  strength” 
and  the  whole  current  of  entreaty  and  advice 
from  the  Mother  Land,  whence  we  must  look 
for  protection  in  our  time  of  need,  unmistake- 
ably  points  to  a similar  conclusion.  If  we 
desire  to  ensure  a continuance  of  that  protec- 
tion, it  is  evident,  that  whatever  opinions  in 
the  matter  we  may  entertain,  the  parties  from 
whom  we  expect  to  receive  it,  believe  that  pro- 
tection can  behest  provided,  and  our  safety 
secured  by  the  whole  of  the  Provinces  being 
united  under  one  common  head.  With  the 
financial  features  of  the  case  I will  not  at- 
tempt to  deal  as  it  has  been  viewed  in  all  its 
aspects,  by  gentlemen  who  have  given  to  this 
branch  of  the  subject  much  care  and  research. 
It  was  fully  gone  into  during  the  debate  of  last 
session,  and  even  under  the  Quebec  scheme,  I 
have  be^n  unable  to  discover  where  the  in- 
terests of  the  province  are  not  fairly  guarded. 
I caunot  however,  say,  that  I was  ever  a de- 
fender of  the  entire  scheme  of  Union  agreed 
upon.  Its  basis  undoubtedly  is  sound  and  the 
measure  was  prepared  as  far  as  possible  to 
guard  the  interests  of  the  weaker  provinces. 
But  where  the  independent  judgments  of  a 
number  of  gentlemen  with  different  interests 
to  serve,  are  brought  in  contact,  it  is  impossible 
that  each  can  have  his  own  way  and  there 
necessarily  must  be  mutual  compromises,  or 
nothing  could  be  accomplished.  This  we  are 
informed  was  the  case  in  reference  to  the  Que- 
bec scheme,  and  there  being  no  controlling  in*- 
fluence,  the  wonder  is  that  so  much  was  done. 
But  under  the  resolution  to  which  the  House  is- 
now  asked  to  assent,  this  will  beremedied3.andr 
the  unfair  pressure  of  any  province  justly 
modified.  We  can  place  the  utmost  confidence 
in  the  integrity  and  love  of  justice  which 
characterises  British  Statesman,  when  the  facts 
are  fairly  brought  before  them  under  the  terms 
of  the  resolution,  which  affords  the  smallest  and 
weakest  colony,  little  Prince  Edward  Island, 
the  same  voice  in  the  advocacy  of  its  claims  as 
will  he  enjoyed  by  either  of  the  enormous  Ca- 
nadian provinces.  There  is  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  the  interests  and  wishes  of  each 
colony  will  not  be  strongly  urged  and  justly 
dealt  with.  But  it  is  said  Upper  Canada,  from 
its  rapidly  increasing  wealth  and  population 
after  Confederation,  'will  use  her  power  and 
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crush  the  Maritime  Provinces.  I deny  that  any 
■ such  power  will  be  exercised.  But  even  should 
this  be  the  case,  what  possible  motive  could 
there  be  for  such  a course?  On  the  contrary, 
with  a common  revenue  aud  common  interest, 
it  would  clearly  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
of  Upper  Canada  that  the  lower  provinces 
should  prosper  equally  with  themselves — that 
their  population  should  increase— their  resour- 
ces be  developed,  and  their  manufactures  and 
trade  be  extended.  And  the  same  feeling 
would  be  felt  towards  Canada  by  the  lower 
provinces.  The  prosperity  and  advancement 
of  one  would  be  felt  to  be  to  the  advantage  of 
all,  and  the  local  jealousies  which  now  actuate 
us  would  speedily  pass  away.  It  is  true,  our 
present  means  of  communication  with  Canada 
are  circuitous  and  liable  to  interruption;  but 
with  the  construction  of  the  Intercolonial  Bail- 
way  which  will  immediately  follow  union,  this 
defect  will  be  remedied,  and  with  the  rapid  and 
easy  communication,  and  the  increased  trade 
that  will  doubtless  spring  into  existence,  we 
wiil  soon  get  to  know  each  other — confidence 
will  take  the  place  of  distrust,  and  our  people 
will  feel  that  a larger  field  is  throwrn  open  to 
their  enterprise.  It  is  said  the  corrupt  states- 
men of  Canada,  in  their  anxiety  for  union,  are 
animated  with  selfish  motives,  and  want. to  get 
control  of  our  country  and  revenues  to  pay 
their  burdensome  public  debts.  This  is  a de- 
vice of  the  enemy  got  up  to  frighten  our  people. 
Any  person  who  has  travelled  over  that  vast 
country  and  become  acquainted  with  its  great 
resources  and  growing  trade,  cannot  fail  to  be 
convinced  that  this  is  entirely  groundless. — The 
public  debt  of  Canada,  in  proportion  to  her  pop- 
ulation, is  little  in  excess  of  our  own,  while  her 
resources  and  ability  to  meet  it  are  equaly  good. 
But  I am  satisfied  that  altho’  Canadians  are 
certainly  anxious  for  Union  with  us,  it  is  not 
on  this  selfish  ground.  They  know  that,  while 
their  country  is  rapidly  increasing  in  popula- 
tion and  wealth,  without  more  intimate  con- 
nection with  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  an 
outlet  to  the  sea  at  all  seasons,  they  will  be 
continually  at  the  mercy  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States;  who  having  cautiously  put  an 
end  to  the  Beciprocity  Treaty,  threaten  also  to 
terminate  the  transport  of  Canadian  bonded 
Goods  over  their  territory  and  thus  worry  the 
people  into  a desire  for  Annexation.  Should 
this  be  the  case  and  the  United  States  be  thus 
increased  by  the  addition  of  three  millions  of 
people,  and*  their  great  country  severed  from 
British  rule  ; could  [the  maritime  provinces 
even  with  the  aid  of  Britain,  for  any  length  of 
time  maintain  their  connection  with  the  em- 
pire? No,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  Canada  fall  under 
Yankee  rule,  and  we  may  make  up  our  minds 
soon  to  follow.  The.  old  flag  under  which  we 
have  hitherto  rested  in  peace  and  revelled  in 
liberty  will  depart  from  our  shores,  and  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  flaunt  in  triumph  over 
our  Citadel  and  Forts.  But  it  is  agreed 
by  our  opponents  that  this  resolution 
should  not  be  adopted  without  an  appeal  to  the 
people  being  first  made — and  that  the  course 
we  are  pursuing  is  unconstitutional.  In  my 
opinion  the  objection  is  unsound  and  if  the 
request  was  assented  to  it  would  lead  to  no 
practical  result.  Of  the  constitutional  right  of 
the  Bepresentatives  of  the  people  ia  Parlia- 
ment, to  deal  with  all  matters  affecting  their 
constituents,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  the  princi- 


ple is  admitted  by  all  authorities  on  constitu- 
tional law,  aud  certainly  under  no  circum- 
stances could  representatives  of  the  people  be 
returned  and  this  House  so  untrammelled  by 
pledges,  aud  free  to  exercise  an  independent 
judgment  on  the  question  as  the  gentlemen 
who  now  occupy  these  branches.  But  we  are 
told  that  nine  tenths  of  the  people  are  against 
Union,  and  that  they  have  proved  this  to  be 
true  from  the  petitions  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  Now  what  proofs  do  they  give  us  that 
this  is  true,  or  that  any  large  number  of  the 
people  are  opposed  even  to  the  Quebec  Scheme. 
I have  before  me  a list  of  every  petition 
presented  from  every  part  of  this  Province 
during  this  session  up' to  this  time.  The  only 
parties  that  have  done  anything — which  have 
sent  in  any  respectable  number  of  names — are 
those  to  which  the  bon.  member  for  Bichmond 
was  instrumental  in  sending  petitions;  namely 
Inverness,  Bichmond,  and  Antigoni3he.  From 
Inverness  we  have  1119  petitioners  out  of  20,000 
people;  Hants  sends  007;  Lunenburg,  CO?; 
Digby,  581;  Antigonishe,  1930;  King’s  445; 
Guysboro,  307;  Victoria,  531;  North  Colchester, 
126;  Shelburne,  250;  East  Halifax,  205;  Cum- 
berland, 172;  Bichmond,  638.  Making  a total 
of  8000.  Digby,  Cape  Breton,  and  Yarmouth 
do  not  appear  to  have  sent  in  a single  petition. 
Are  not  these  facts  proof  that  there  is  no  such 
feeling  of  excitement  against  the  scheme  as 
has  been  represented?  Is  that  evidence  that 
the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  are  working  to 
exhibit  their  indignation  against  any  person 
who  deals  with  this  scheme?  I believe  that 
the  people  of  this  Province  having  considered 
this  matter,  have  made  up  their  minds  that 
the  event  is  inevitable,  and  that  they  are 
content  to  trust  their  rights  aud  liberties  to  the 
gentlemen  who  are  within  these  walls.  They 
are  satisfied  that  tied  up  with  the  people  as  we 
are  all  of  us— that  whatever  we  possess  being 
bound  up  in  the  prosperity  of  the  country— we 
are  not  likely  to  jeopardize  the  public  interests. 
Uuder  these  circumstances  I feel  that  we  are 
safe  in  passing  the  resolution  before  us,  and 
that  on  its  adoption  largely  depends  the 
safety  of  the  people  of  this  country.  It  is  for  us 
to  consider  if  the  Confederation  of  these  Prov- 
inces will  increase  their  strength  and  power,  it 
is  not  our  duty  as  well  as  interest,  to  yield  to 
the  advice  of  the  British  Government  and  pass 
this  measure.  1 believe  that  s»ch  will  be  the 
results  of  Union,  and  I am  therefore  ready  for 
one  to  support  the  resolution,  believing  that  in 
doing  so  we  are  tending  to  perpetuate  British 
rule,  and  British  liberty  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  British  North  America. 

Mr.  Townsend— I wish  simply  to  observe 
that  the  people  have  not  petitioned  because 
they  feel  that  the  petitions  are  not  regarded. 

SPEECH  OF  ME.  TOBIN. 

Mr.  Tobin  said : — I feel  that  I cannot  allow 
this  question  to  be  decided  without  at  least 
offering  a few  observations  on  the  resolution 
before  the  House.  I have  waited  until  the 
last  hour  to  address  the  House  on  the  subject, 
feeling  that  every  opportunity  should  be  given 
to  my  constituents,  as  they  are  in  this  imme- 
diate neighborhood,  if  they  wished  to  raise 
their  voices  against  the  Confederation  of  these 
Provinces  of  British  North  America.  I have 
waited,  and  now  find  that  no  united  action  has 
been  taken  by  my  constituents  in  the  Western 
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Division  of  the  county  of  Halifax,  against  this 
scheme,  although  they  have  had  abundant 
time  to  do  so.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to 
allude  to  their  sentiments,  since  the  hon.  mem- 
ber who  has  last  spoken  has  shown  that  the 
Western  Division  of  Halifax  has  not  sent  in  a 
single  petition  against  the  Confederation  of 
these  Colonies  (Cheers.)  Before  I came  into 
this  Legislature — before  I had  any  idea  of  poli- 
tical life,  I was  in  favour  of  a Union  of  British 
North  America.  I was  in  favour  of  it  because 
1 thought  it  would  give  a higher  standard  to 
the  people— that  it  would  give  them  an  eleva- 
tion of  sentiment  and  thought,  and  a respecta- 
bility of  position  that  they  cannot  expect  to 
have  in  their  present  isolated  position.  There- 
fore it  has  been  from  my  first  inception  of 
public  life  that  I have  earnestly  and  zealously 
advocated  the  object  which  the  public  men  of 
rhe  day  have  in  view — a U nion  of  British  North 
America.  When  I looked  at  the  state  of  feeling 
in  this  House  last  session,  I was  of  opinion 
that  there  were  hardly  half  a dozen  of  men 
belonging  to  the  party  with  which  I was  con- 
nected, that  were  ready  to  come  up  to  the  mark 
and  vote  for  a Union  of  the  Provinces.  To  my 
utter  surprise,  on  the  meeting  of  this  House,  I 
found  that  an  entire  change  had  taken  place 
in  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  gentlemen,  and 
I of  course  could  not  otherwise  than  suppose 
that  they  are  influenced  by  the  knowledge 
they  have  gained  of  the  views  of  their  consti- 
tuents during  the  recess  of  Parliament.  I 
have  in  my  conversations  with  members  of 
this  House  stated  over  and  over  again  that  I 
was  not  in  favour  of  a Union  cf  these  Pro- 
vinces without  the  consent  of  the  people.  I 
feel  that  with  their  consent  a Union  might  be 
consummated  that  would  be  highly  beneficial, 
and  be  regarded  with  esteem  and  respect. 

I have  offered  my  opinions  so  often  on  this 
subject,  that  if  the  question  was  not  to  be  taken 
to-night,  I would  not  raise  my  voice,  for  I am 
utterly  unable  to  address  the  House  at  length, 
labouring  as  I have  been  for  some  days  under 
indisposition.  Now  I find  that  the  discussion  of 
this  question  in  the  Canadian  Parliament,  in 
1865,  occupied  from  the  3rd  Jan.  to  the  26th 
March.  The  House  discussed  the  question  as 
iu  Committee,  and  everybody  had  an  ample  op- 
portunity of  expressing  his  views.  The  subject, 
however,  has  been  so  often  discussed  in  this  Le- 
gislature— at  public  meetings,  and  in  the  Press, 
that  it  is  an  old  question  here,  whilst  it  was  a 
comparatively  new  one  in  Canada.  Therefore, 
it  is  not  all  necessary  that  a great  deal  of  time 
should  be  occupied  with  the  discussion  of  this 
question. 

If  we  regard  the  condition  of  these  Provinces 
we  must  at  once  see  that  the  time  has  come 
when  a change  must  take  place  in  their  present 
condition.  They  have,  to  some  extent,  out- 
grown their  present  Colonial  condition — their 
state  of  pupilage;  and,  therefore,  we  believe  the 
time  has  come  when  they  want  to  be  united  for 
greater  security — for  mutual  protection.  I be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  this  Colony  do  wish  to 
continue  the  connection  with  Great  Britain, 
and  if  Union  is  an  indispensable  condition  to 
the  perpetuity  of  that  connection,  as  we  are 
told  by  the  British  Government  and  statesmen, 
we  should  not  hesitate  to  adopt  it.  Great  Bri- 
tain has  turned  her  attention  towards  the  con- 
dition of  these  Colonies;  she  has  looked  at 


them  with  a parental  regard,  and  offered  them 
her  advice;  and  it  is  only  our  duty  that  we  ac- 
cept that  advice  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it 
is  offered. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  question,  it 
is  necessary  that  we  should  all  approach  its 
discussion  with  that  gravity  and  respect  that 
is  due  from  us  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  In  the  commencement  of  the  debate  I 
raised  my  voice  against  anything  like  a dis- 
play of  personal  feeling  and  party  prejudices— 
that  we  should  deal  with  the  question  in  a be- 
coming spirit,  and  entire  regard  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  who  have  entrusted  their  affairs 
to  our  care. 

Ido  not  intend  to  refer  to  the  speeches  which 
have  been  made  on  this  question,  but  there  is 
one  part  of  the  address  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Yarmouth  that  I cannot  allow  to  pass  without 
a comment.  He  pointed  to  the  map  and  show- 
ed the  difference  of  latitude  and  longitude  be- 
tween Nova  Scotia,  Montreal,  Toronto,  and 
other  parts  of  Upper  Canada,  for  the  purpose 
of  shewing  that  the  characteristics  of  the  coun- 
try were  unfavorable  for  union.  I confess  the 
confederacy  will  not  present  that  compact  ap- 
pearance which  the  United  States  present,  but 
when  you  look  at  the  difference  of  longitude 
between  Maine  and  California,  you  need  not 
think  of  the  difference  between  Halifax  and 
Toronto.  You  do  not  hear  of  California  being 
discontented  with  the  Union,  separated  as  she 
is  by  natural  barriers  from  the  rest  of  her  sister 
States.  She  is  a flourishing  member  of  the 
Union.  Bailroads  and  telegraphs  have  brough t 
communities  together  heretofore  at  distances 
which  precluded  the  possibility  of  feeling,  it 
will  therefore  be  seen  that  the  argument  of  the 
hon.  member  does  not  amount  to  a great  deal 
after  all.  When  we  look  back  at  the  position 
which  this  question  has  occupied  for  a great 
many  years,  we  find  that  all  of  the  leading 
minds  of  this  province  have  advocated  Union ; 
but  it  was  not  until  1863  that  Canada  was  will- 
ing to  listen  to  propositions  from  the  Maritime 
Provinces.  Circumstances  have  changed  in 
the  Province  of  Canada,  and  as  an  evidence  of 
the  feelings  of  the  people  I need  only  refer  to 
the  fact,  that  after  the  Quebec  scheme  was  ma- 
tured, no  less  than  50  constituencies  were  ap- 
pealed to,  and  only  four  candidates  'appeared 
on  the  hustiugs  opposed  to  the  scheme,  and 
only  one  was  returned  in  opposition.  Here  you 
have  an  evidence  of  the  popularity  of  the 
scheme  of  Confederation  in  Canada.  The  re- 
sult of  the  elections  in  New  Brunswick  has 
been  different,  but  now  we  find  that  a great 
change  is  rapidly  taking  place  in  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  that  Province.  In  New- 
foundland the  question  has  assumed  a most 
satisfactory  aspect;  although  occupying  an  iso- 
lated position,  the  legislature  has  shown  a 
most  favorable  disposition  to  enter  the  union 
when  Nova  Scotia  and  the  other  provinces  give 
their  assent  to  the  measure.  As  respects 
Prince  Edward  Island,  I am  not  able  just 
now  to  say  anything  definite,  but  no  doubt 
she  will  also  fall  in  in  good  time.  It 
has  been  said  by  the  Provincial  Secretary 
that  a Union  was  impracticable  whilst  New 
Brunswick  occupied  a position  of  uncompro- 
mising hostility  t)  the  scheme,  but  the  feeliDg 
of  that  Colony,  as  I have  just  stated,  is  under- 
going a constant  change,  and  it  is  therefore 
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right  that  we  should  be  prepared  to  embrace 
, the  first  opportunity  of  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion. As  respects  the  Quebec  resolutions,  I have 
examined  them  myself.  They  were  submitted 
to  the  Imperial  Government,  and  Mr.  Cardwell 
only  takes  exception  to  two  of  the  resolutions 
—with  respect  to  the  constitution  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  and  the  pardoning  power  grant- 
ed to  the  Lieutenant  Governors.  After  hav- 
ing been  examined  by  the  statesmen  and  press 
of  England,  as  well  as  of  North  America,  and 
approved  by  such  eminent  authorities  on  both 
continents,  I think  these  resolutions  must  be  en- 
titled to  much  respect;  and  therefore  I cannot 
go  to  the  length  that  some  people  do  in  respect 
to  this  scheme.  Although  delegates  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Provinces  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  Colonial  Union  in  England,  the  resolu- 
tions must  form  the  platform — the  basis  of  that 
discussion.  I would  myself  prefer  a legislative 
Union  of  the  Provinces,  but  I feel  that  it  is  im- 
practicable, in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  opposed 
by  Lower  Canada,  with  its  large  French  popu- 
lation and  peculiar  laws  and  Institutions  which 
they  have  retained  since  the  time  of  Wolfe. — 
Their  prejudices  must  be  respected,  and  there 
fore  I believe,  from  my  conversation  with 
gentlemen  of  influence  in  Lower  Canada,  that 
we  cannot  have  a legislative  Union  at  present, 
though  do  not  know  what  may  be  in  the  womb 
of  time.  The  first  course  that  is  to  be  pursued 
to  adopt  is  a Federal  Union,  as  propounded  in 
the  Quebec  Scheme. 

Mr.  Tobin  concluded  by  apologizing  for  de- 
taining the  House  at  so  late  an  hour,  but  he 
could  not  refrain  from  offering  some  remarks 
on  account  of  the  importance  of  the  question, 
and  set  down  amid  cheers. 

In  answer  to  an  enquiry,  the  Provincial 
Secretary  stated  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  bring  the  debate  to 
a close  that  night.  The  session  was  already 
far  advanced,  and  gentlemen  were  desirous  of 
returning  to  their  homes.  A great  deal  of  ordi- 
nary business  yet  remained  to  be  transacted. 

Mr.  Miller  said : — I am  desirous  that  we 
should  get  to  the  ordinary  business  of  the 
House  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I am  therefore 
ready  to  forego  any  observations  that  I 
might  feel  disposed  to  make.  I have  indeed 
peculiar  reasons  for  wishing  to  address  the 
House  in  reply  to  the  attacks  made  upon  me. 
Some  gentlemen  have  attempted  to  charge  me 
with  inconsistency  in  connection  with  the 
question  of  a reference  to  the  people  at  the 
polls,  but  if  I could  reply  I would  soon  show 
the  fallacy  of  the  statements  that  have  been 
made  in  reference  to  my  course.  I could 
justify  my  action,  in  this  great  crisis  of  the 
'affairs  of’  British  North  America,  in  a way 
that  would  be  a conclusive  answer  to  the 
charge  made  against  me.  If  the  present  crisis 
was  an  ordinary  one,  I would  be  one  of  the 
last  men  to  consent  that  any  great  question 
should  be  decided  without  going  to  the  people, 
but  I feel  that  to  pursue  such  a course  at  the 
present  time  would  be  suicidal — that  it  would 
be  tantamount  to  throwing  the  whole  thing 
away.  Therefore  there  is  no  man  in  this  House 
who  has  greater  reasons  than  myself  to  wish  to 
speak  to  night,  but  in  deference  to  the  desire  of 
the  majority  I am  ready  to  forego  that  privi- 
lege, and  allow  to  pass  unnoticed  the  slanders 
that  have  been  uttered  against  me  for  pursuing 
what  I consider  is  a patriotic  course. 


Me.  Robertson — I think,  as  we  are  discuss- 
ing the  Quebec  scheme,  it  is  due  to  the  House 
and  the  country  that  every  gentlemen  who  is 
connected  with  that  scheme,  should  explain 
fully  the  reasons  that  induced  them  to  sign 
those  resolutions.  The  Attorney  General  is 
the  only  gentlemen  who  has  attempted  to  deal 
with  the  question.  The  Quebec  scheme  has 
been  discussed  here,  and  I did  not  know  it  was 
to  be  brought  up. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  I have  seen  quite  enough 
to  prove  to  me  that  gentlemeu  have  been 
speaking  against  time,  and  wish  to  delay 
this  question. 

Hon.  Atty.  General— Gentlemen  will  re- 
member that  we  wasted  a considerable  time 
during  the  morning  and  afternoon  sessions  be- 
cause no  gentleman  was  disposed  to  speak,  and 
we  were  obliged  to  adjourn  even  before  the 
proper  hour.  It  has  been  well  understood  that 
this  question  was  to  be  decided  to-night. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  — I have  been 
obliged  every  day,  since  this  question  has 
been  under  discussion,  to  move  a call  of  the 
House  in  order  to  have  the  attendance  of  gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr.  Ross— The  members  of  the  opposition 
are  always  here. 

Mr.  Locke — It  is  twelve  o’clock.  Surely  we 
should  adjourn. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary— I find  in  the  press 
of  this  country  most  dishonorable  attempts 
made  to  stir  up  strife  and  disaffection  and  dis- 
loyalty in  this  county.  We  have  given  every 
opportunity  to  gentlemen  to  speak  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  if  they  have  not  availed  themselves 
of  it,  it  is  their  own  fault  entirely.  I do  not 
think  that  it  is  right  that  this  House  should 
longer  continue  this  debate,  and  retard  the 
general  business. 

Mr.  I ocke — The  Provincial  Secretary  is 
afraid  of  public  opinion  operating  on  this  Legis- 
lature. 

Dr.  Brown — I hope  the  government  will 
consent  to  an  adjournment,  for  I do  not  feel 
well  enough  to  address  the  House. 

Mr.  Ray  said  he  did  not  intend  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  house  on  this  question,  but  the 
Provincial  Secretary  having  made  some  observa- 
tions in  reference  to  him  and  his  constituents  on 
a previous  day,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  place  before 
the  house  and  the  country  a contradiction  of  the 
statement  which  had  been  made. 

Dr.  Brown  suggested  that  the  Government 
adjourn  the  debate. 

Hon  Prov.  Secy,  said  that  the  session  being 
far  advanced,  and.  in  view  of  the  appeals  being 
made  to  the  country  by  the  Opposition  press,  the 
debate,  according  to  previous  announcement, 
would  be  urged  to  a conclusion. 

Mr.  Robertson  said  that  the  Prov.  Secy.,  in 
moving  the  Resolution,  remarked  that  the  time 
for  discussing  the  question  had  passed, — the 
manner  in  which  the  debate  was  forced  on  seemed 
to  support  the  assertion. 

Dr.  Brown  moved  that  the  debate  be  adjourn- 
ed. 

Mr.  S.  CampbAtl  seconded  the  motion. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secy,  moved  that  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  put. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  moved  that  the  house  ad- 
journ. 
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The  motions  were  subsequently  withdrawn  to 
allow  the  discussion  to  proceed. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  BLACKWOOD. 

Mr.  Blackwood  said  ; — I think  that  no 
member  should  hesitate  to  give  his  opinions  to 
the  country  on  such  an  occasion  as  this,  and  I 
fear  that  the  undue  pressure  brought  to  bear  to 
force  us  to  a division  will  have  the  effect  of  pre- 
venting some  gentlemen  from  expressing  their 
views.  Occupying  the  position  in  which  this 
Legislature  is  placed,  I think  that  ample  time 
should  be  given  to  every  member  to  collect  his 
thoughts  and  bring  them  lo  bear  upon  the  discus- 
sion. The  resolution  before  us  I do  not  intend 
to  support.  I always  believed  in  Responsible 
Government  and  the  principle  upon  which  that 
sort  of  Government  rests — that  the  people  shall 
be  ruled  according  to  their  well  understood  wish- 
es. A member  who  knows  the  views  of  his  con- 
stituents on  this  question  should  be  prepared  to 
give  his  vote  like  a man ; but  a member  not 
knowing  those  visws,  or  knowing  that  a majority 
of  those  whom  he  represents  are  against  the  mea- 
sure, is  in  duty  bound  to  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution which  will  takeaway  their  privileges  with- 
out appeal.  I feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  refrain 
from  giving  away  the  rights  of  the  people  with- 
out affording  them  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinions  and  judging  for  themselves.  If 
the  great  intelligence  possessed  by  the  people  of 
this  country  were  brought  to  bear  on  this  house 
to-night,  it  would  be  seen  that  they  would  not 
part  with  their  rights  without  a struggle.  Union 
may  be  a good  thing,  but  I should  like  to  be  sure 
that  we  are  going  to  gain  some  substantial  ad- 
vantages by  it.  I find  in  the  ‘speeches  of  those 
who  advocate  the  scheme  a great  deal  of  mere 
theory.  Looking  at  the  matter  as  a surrender  of 
some  of  our  privileges,  I think  it  behooves  us  to 
examine  well  before  passing  the  resolution.  I 
have  yet  expressed  no  opinion  on  the  principle 
of  Union,  but  I will  now  say  to  the  house  and  to 
t.hc  country  that  I will  assent  to  no  scheme  until 
the  people  have  passed  upon  it.  By  the  division 
to-night  we  may  establish  what  will  be  called  an 
union, — but  will  that  be  a union  of  the  people  ? 
Give  me  a union  of  heart,  and  thought,  and  ac- 
tion— a union  that  will  strengthen  the  arm  and 
nerve  the  heart  upon  every  occasion.  The  peo- 
ple, I maintain,  arc  able  to  judge  of  the  question 
for  themselves,  and  if  they  choose  Union,  I will 
gladly  assent,  but  if  they  reject  the  scheme,  away 
goes  tie' proposition.  It  may  be  said  that  this 
Legislature  constitutes  the  united  wisdom  of  the 
country ; and,  while  I admit  that  a large  amount 
of  intelligence  is  to  be  seen  around  these  bench- 
es, I feel  that,  in  the  locality  which  I represent, 
there  arc  men  from  who  n I should  like  to  hear. 
As  the  hour  is  late,  I will  not  further  occupy  the 
time  of  the  house,  and  I will  conc’ude  by  saying 
that  this  matter  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  people. 

SPEECH  OF  ME.  BOSS. 

Mr.  Ross  said  ; — At  this  hour  of  the  night,  or 
rather  of  the  morning,  I do  not  intend  to  say 
much  on  the  question  now  before  the  house.  As 


remarked  by  my  friend,  Mr.  Blackwood,  the 
Provincial  Secretary  is  driving  us  into  a corner, 
when  forcing  us  to  a division  when  we  should  be 
in  our  beds.  I have  taken  a large  number  of 
notes,  and  intended  defining  my  position,  if  not 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  majority  of  this  house, 
at  least  to  a majority  of  the  people  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  particularly  that  of  my  own  constituents. 
A singular  but  unholy  union  had  taken  place. — 
Even  during  the  delegation  to  Quebec,  a certain 
gentleman  in  the  Legislative  Council  and  the 
Provincial  Secretary  could  scarcely  find  language 
strong  enough  to  express  the  terms  of  abuse  and 
reproach  which  the  one  applied  to  the  other. — 
When  they  got  those  princely  dinners, — those 
ovations,  with  abundance  of  good  wine,  they  be- 
gan to  forget  what  was  due  to  Nova  Scotia  and 
to  the  interests  of  the  people.  As  long  as  these 
were  opposed  to  each  other  the  wrongs  and  inju- 
ries done  to  our  people  were  well  exposed;  but 
now  both  support  each  other,  without  rdgard  to 
the  interests  of  Nova  Scotia.  We  are  told  that 
we  are  on  the  eve  of  a great  crisis,  and  it  is  true 
that  some  Fenians  are  organizing  in  the  States, 
but  they  intend  to  restore  to  Ireland  what  we  are 
about  destroying  in  this  Province,  namely,  our 
noble  and  glorious  Constitution.  The  Ameri- 
can people  are  now  beginning  to  enjoy  peace, 
and  it  will  be  the  work  of  years  to  place  their  fi- 
nancial affairs  on  a sound  and  proper  basis. — 
They  desire  peace,  and  both  France  and  Eng- 
land will  look  with  jealous  eye  on  any  extension 
of  their  power  on  this  continent.  France  is  in- 
terested in  Mexico,  and  Great  Britain  in  the 
North  American  Provinces,  and  both  would 
unite  to  prevent  further  increase  of  territory  to 
the  States.  This  is  the  best  guarantee  for  peace. 
In  the  event  of  war  it  is  acknowledged  by  those 
sent  out  officially  to  report  on  our  defences  that 
Canada,  with  its  long  line  of  land  and  water 
boundary  is  our  weak  spot,  and  that  it  cannot  be 
defended  as  well  as  Nova  Scotia,  which  is  almost 
surrounded  by  water.  Here  we  have  men  who 
will  defend  us,  and  are  willing  to  do  so ; but 
force  us  into  a union  with  Canada,  and  you  will 
create  a feeling  of  disloyalty  among  our  people, 
the  extent  of  which  it  is  painful  to  contemplate. 
Therefore,  in  the  question  of  defence  we  gain 
weakness  instead  of  strength.  It  is  said  that, 
with  the  present  rate  of  consumption,  coal  will  be 
soon  scarce  in  Great  Britain,  and  then  Nova 
Scotia  and  Cape  Breton  would  be  the  last  places 
that  would  be  abandoned.  Mr.  Archibald  says 
that  this  house  will  remain.  But  take  away 
from  us  the  power  of  self-government,  and  you 
take  away  what  we  most  dearly  cherish.  The 
Quebec  scheme  is  largely  copied  from  the  consti- 
tution of  New  Zealand,  and  it  is  singular  that 
the  constitution  of  that  country  was  published 
by  Mr.  McGee  about  the  time  that  our  delegates 
were  giving  away  Nova  Scotia  to  meet  Canadian 
necessities.  In  New  Zealand  there  are  nine  dif- 
ferent Provinces,  each  having  its  own  distinct 
local  Government,  and  there  they  complain  that 
they  are  expensive,  Avitliout  any  benefits  arising 
from  the  expenditure.  In  that  country  they  are 
strongly  advocating  separation,  and  the  Avhole 
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Province  of  Auckland  is  unanimous  in  agitating 
a separation  from  the  Southern  Island.  The 
Confederation  works  injuriously  to  the  interests 
of  the  people,  and  we  are  about  adopting  what 
they  are  most  anxious  to  reject.  The  Governor 
of  New  Zealand  is  called  the  Superintendent,  and 
is  elected  by  the  people  ; but  iiere  our  local  Go- 
vernor, selected  by  the  Government  at  Ottawa, 
would  be  some  creature  that  had  claims  on  the 
political  party  in  power  and  who  would  not  have 
popularity  enough  to  get  a seat  at  Ottawa.  Such 
will  be  the  men  who  will  be  the  future  Governors 
of  these  Colonics.  The  House  of  Assembly  is 
bad  enough  now,  but  then  it  will  be  worse ; they 
will  be  like  the  case  of  a certain  house  from  which 
the  money-changers  were  driven.  The  Provin- 
cial Secretary  says  he  did  not  approach  the 
member  from  Richmond.  That  reminded  me  of 
an  old  man  once  in  my  county  having  a copy  of 
Runyan’s  Holy  War,  and  showing  a neighbor 
the  picture  of  the  taking  of  Mansoul,  said — “ See, 

see,  what  the  big  D 1 won’t  do,  he  has  got 

the  little  d is  to  do  for  him.”  Some  influen- 

ces are  at  work,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  sudden 
change  in  the  minds  of  some  members:  If  we 

are  to  have  British  institutions,  why  do  we  not 
follow  their  pattern  ? When  Scotland  was  united 
to  England,  the  local  Parliament  was  abolished, 
and  such  was  the  case  in  Ireland.  If  we  are  to 
have  Union,  let  it  be  alegislative  one.  There  is 
something  grand  in  the  idea  of  one  Government, 
one  Legislature — but  in  retaining  the  loeal  legis- 
lature, we  will  have  the  expense  without  any  cor- 
responding benefit — the  shadow  without  the  sub- 
stance,— a nest  of  corruption  for  persons  who 
will  not  be  able  to  obtain  seats  at  Ottawa.  Our 
present  revenue  is  about  $3.20  per  head  on  our 
population  ; out  of  this  we  should  have  to  hand 
over  to  Canada  for  the  General  Government 
$2.40,  leaving  80  cents  for  all  local  purposes,  to 
which  we  add  royalty  on  coal  and  some  other 
small  amounts.  The  first  clause  of  the  local  ar- 
ticles gives  the  power  of  self-taxation,  which 
is  just  what  we  should  avoid;  but  without 
it  our  roads  and  bridges  will  go  down.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  delegates  anticipated  in 
their  happy  moments  the  great  position  that  they 
would  occupy  under  Confederation,  forgetting 
the  interest  of  Nova  Scotia  in  the  desire  for  po- 
sition and  self  aggrandisement — imitating  Nero, 
who  fiddled  when  Rome  was  burning.  The 
member  for  Kings,  Dr.  Hamilton,  said  that  in 
medical  practice,  physicians  often  try  experi- 
ments, but  it  is  only  on  sick  men  or  dead  bodies. 
Novaseotia  is  neither  sick  nor  dead,  but  sound 
and  in  good  health,  wealth,  and  prosperity. — 
The  Prov.  Secret  vy  says  that  there  are  but  few 
petitions  ag  inst  the  measure  ; but  was  it  not 
sent  to  all  parts  of  the  Province  that  Confedera- 
tion would  not  be  considered  this  session  ? This 
was  no  doubt  a piece  of  strategy  on  the  part  of 
the  Pro-  secretary,  who  now  takes  everybody  by  j 
surprise.  There  was  one  petition  that  I present- 
ed. signed  by  all  the  magistrates  at  sessions, 
with  the  Custos  at  the  head, — a pretty  strong  in- 
dication that  ! at  least  am  representing  the  views 
of  my  constituents.  The  whole  history  of  Con- 


federation is  based  on  the  ambition  of  some  of  our 
public  men  and  on  the  necessities  of  Canada. — 
Ambition  is  the  sin  of  angels,  and  even  politicians 
finding  that  they  were  losing  power,  must  go  to 
Ottawa.  They  are  like  the  evil  one,  as  described 
by  Milton,  who  would  rather  rule  in  hell  than  fill 
a subordinate  place  in  heaven.  I have  no  ambi- 
tion to  gratify,  no  self  interest  to  advance — but 
as  I was  early  taught  that  Responsible  Govern- 
ment was  government  according  to  the  well  un- 
derstood wishes  of  the  people,  I will  not  agree  to 
sell  their  birthrights  without  asking  their  con- 
sent, but  will  on  the  contrary  stand  by  what  I 
consider  the  dearest  rights  of  Nova  Fcotia,  and 
the  express  views  of  those  whom  I represent. 

SPEECH  OF  jSIR.  FRASER. 

Mr.  Jas.  Fraser  said If  this  were  a ques- 
tion of  ordinary  importance,  I would  content 
myself  by  giving  a silent  vote,  as  I have  fre- 
i quently  done,  but  on  a measure  of  such  great 
| consequence  I do  not  think  that  I would  be 
| justified  in  doing  so.  I will  tell  the  house  can- 
j didly  that  my  opposition  to  the  resolution  be- 
fore us  is  not  due* to  any  hostile  feelings  in  re- 
ference to  the  principle  of  uniou.  I do  not 
think  it  is  necessary  that  petitions  should 
come  from  my  constituents  to  inform  me  of 
their  wishes,  because,  living  as  I do  among 
them,  I must  be  aware  of  their  views,  and  un- 
less a very  great  change  has  taken  place  since. 
I left  them  I know  that  they  are  not  prepared 
to  adopt  the  proposition  of  union  at  present. 
At  this  time  last  year  a scheme  of  Confederation 
was  before  the  people,  and  they  had  an  op- 
portunity of  examiug  and  judging  it.  They 
did  examine  it,  and  a majoiity  of  them  became 
opposed  to  it— not  because  a great  deal  of 
pains  and  talent  bad  not  been  taken  with  the 
measure ; because  now  that  we  are  about  to 
form  a new  delegation,  I do  not  think  that  we 
can  send  gentlemen  of  mare  talent  and  more 
knowledge  of  the  business  they  have  to  per- 
form than  those  who  went  before.  If  I vote 
for  this  resolution,  when  I return  to  my  con- 
stituents and  tell  them  that  I voted  for  "nlon 
they  will  naturally  ask  what  kind  of  a uniou 
we  are  to  get,  and  I shall  be  uuable  to  tell 
them;— last  year  I could  give  them  the  details, 
this  year  I can  only  say  that  the  matter  is  to 
be  arranged  three  thousand  miles  away,  and 
if  they  ask  me  whelm*  „he  representatives  of 
the  people  will  have  'm  opportunity  of  pas- 
sing on  it  afterwards  can,  only  tell  them  no 
such  opportunity  will  bo  afforded,  and  that 
they  will  be  bound  by  the  arrangements  which 
are  made  in  England.  I regret  that  my  con- 
victions compeljpne  to  differ  from  many  whose 
opinions  I value,  and  whose  friendship  I de- 
sire to  maintain,  but  I must  act  conscientious- 
ly, and  do  what  I believe  to  be  for  the  best  in- 
terests  ot  the  country.  I must  say  I cannotun- 
derstand  those  who  say  that  persons  who  do 
not  fall  in  with  the  idea  of  union  are  disloyal, 
—the  people  whom  I represent  are  as  loyal  as 
any  upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  and  if  any  man 
bad  the  hardihood  to  charge  disloyalty  upon 
them  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  hurl  back 
the  imputation— it  would  rebound  wi  h greater 
force  than  that  with  which  it  came.  Union 
I believe  to  be  desirable  when  we  are  pre- 
pared for  it,  but  at  present  the  people  are  not 
prepared,  and  they  do  not  understand  ho  w 
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we  would  be  in  a better  or  stronger  position 
if  we  disturbed  our  institutions.  While  union, 
if  not  formed  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
the  people  would  be  strength,  a union  so  forced 
upon  them  would  be  weakness.  I hope  to  see 
the  day  when  all  these  colonies  will  be  united, 
and  I am  hardly  prepared  to  go  the  length  of 
some  who  propose  to  wait  until  another  gener- 
al election, — we  can  understand  the  opinions 
of  our  constituents  without  waiting  for  that, 
and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  other  matters  would 
be  brought  in  on  such  an  occasion.  I will  not 
longer  detain  the  house,  and  I can  assure  you 
that  when  the  people  are  prepared  for  union 
I will  not  be  found  an  obstacle  in  the  way 
believing  that  a majority  of  them  are  at 
present  opposed  to  the  measure;  I cannot  be  a 
party  to  an  act  which  will  sweep  away  their 
rights. 

Hon.  Fin.  Secy,  explained  to  the  house  that 
in  parting  with  Mr.  LeVesconte,  wbo  was 
abroad  upon  public  service,  he  bad  promised 
that  gentleman  to  pair  off  with  him  in  case 
the  question  of  Confederation  was  brought 
forward.  He  had  no  reason  to  believe  that 
Mr.  L.  would  be  opposed  to  the  resolution  be- 
fore the  house,  but  lest  it  might  be  supposed 
that  he  had  broken  faith,  he  would  refrain 
from  voting  on  the  division. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  LAWRENCE. 

Mr.  Lawrence  said: — I rise  to  make  a few 
remarks  on  the  question  before  the  House,  in 
discharge  of  the  duty  I owe  to  my  constitu- 
ents, and  also  to  the  country  at  large.  I feel 
some  reluctance  in  addressing  the  House  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  but  the  profound 
anxiety  with  which  I regard  the  feeling  of  the 
people"  impels  me  to  speak.  Standing  as  I do 
the  representative  of  a free  and  intelligent 
people,  honored  T7irh  their  confidence,  anxious 
to  discharge  faithfully  the  trust  reposed  in  me, 
I feel  it  is  my  duty  to  express  my  sentiments 
freely  on  the  present  occasion.  There  can  be 
no  great  love  for  union  where  the  parties  to  be 
joined  have  not  the  slightestdesire  to  associate 
with  each  other,— right  or  wrong,  beneficial  or 
otherwise,  it  is  impossible  to  persuade  the  mass 
of  the  people  that  the  system  which  gives  to 
them  an  equal  voice  in  the  government  of  the 
country  is  uot  the  best.  How  many  of  the  pre- 
sent members  would  be  here,  if  they  said  to 
the  people  in  1863,  that  they  were  going  to 
change  the  constitution  of  the  couutry?  All 
great  questions  ought  to  be  examined  with 
caution.  Party  considerations  should  sink, and 
as  to  the  spirit  with  which  I enter  into  this  de- 
bate, I claim  nothing  more  than  to  know  what 
course  is  best  to  secure  harmony  and  loyalty 
in  our  country.  Neither  the  smiles  of  friends 
nor  the  frowns  of  foes,  no  political  thunder 
either  on  the  right  hand  or  the  left  will  move 
me,  or  change  my  mind  as  regards  the  action 
taken  by  the  government  on  this  question.  A 
mere  politician,  thrown  up  by  the  dark  and  tur- 
bid waters  of  party,  actuated  by  self-interest, 
can  have  no  lasting  influence  over  a question 
of  this  sort— this  is  no  party  question ; it  pass- 
es beyond  all  such  considerations,  and  such 
feelings  should  be  far  from  every  mind,  Gen- 
tlemen mistake  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  this 
couutry,  if  they  hope  to  excite  their  admira- 
tion, or  secure  their  confidence  by  displaying 
such  newborn  zeal  in  forciug  confederation  on 
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the  people.  The  spirit  of  liberty  will  make  it- 
self heard  wherever  it  exists.  Let  us  take 
care  of  our  rights,  for  political  expediency  in 
limiting  a people’s  freedom  is  a dangerous 
principle,  and  will  never  satisfy  a free  people. 
I believe  one  of  our  great  objects,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  should  be  to  foster  a spirit  of  peace 
and  harmony  amongst  our  own  people,  and 
harmony  can  only  be  maintained  by  a patrio- 
tic, wise,  and  noble  use  of  po  wer.  The  people 
in  every  part  of  this  country  must  feel  that 
their  rights  are  protected.  So  far  from  lend- 
ing ourselves  to  any  scheme  which  would 
threaten  the  safety  or  prosperity  of  our 
country,  we  should  not  hesitate  to  plant  our- 
selves in  opposition  even  to  our  political  as- 
sociates when  they  seek  to  promote  it. 

We  are  a free  people,  prosperous  beyond 
doubt,  advancing  cautiously  in  wealth,  under 
the  protection  of  our  good  old  flag,  the  only 
banner  which  floats  over  a limited  monarchy 
and  a free  people.  Under  the  British  constitu- 
tion we  have  far  more  freedom  than  any  other 
country  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  have 
sprung  from  a nation  in  whose  veins  the  blood 
of  freedom  circulates,  and  who  carry  every- 
where the  deepest  attachment  to  their  Sove- 
reign. It  is  the  spirit  of  that  constitution  which 
unites  and  invigorates  every  part  of  the  Em- 
pire, down  to  the  lowest  member,  but  to  pass 
confederation,  without  asking  the  voice  of  the 
people,  will  only  be  sowing  the  seed  of  dissatis- 
faction and  contention  among  a vey  large  por- 
tion of  our  population.  A representative  of  the 
people  is  bound  by  the  highest  moral  obliga- 
tions to  respect  their  wishes,  and  obey  their 
will,  when  their  sober  judgment  has  been  as- 
certained. Now  I deplore  the  intolerant  spirit 
which  I see  every  day  manifested  around  these 
Benches;  it  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the 
true  spirit  of  freedom.  The  foundation  of  free 
constitutional  government  is  the  voice  of  a ma- 
jority of  the  people,  and  so  long  as  it  deserves 
the  name,  and  wins  the  affection  of  the  people, 
it  can  never  be  in  any  great  danger.  Now  if  a 
question  of  right  arises  between  the  constitu- 
ent and  the  representative  body,  by  what  au- 
thority shall  it  be  decided?  If  you  leave  it  to 
the  Judges,  they  will  tell  you  that  the  law  of 
Parliament  is  above  them.  What  then  re- 
mains but  to  leave  it  to  the  people  to  decide  for 
themselves?  My  political  career  may  be  short, 
and  the  accomplishment  may  fall  far  short  of 
the  purposes,  but  the  consciousness  of  duty  dis- 
charged shall  be  glorious.  The  people  are  not 
asking  for  any  change,  and  this  subject  would 
sleep  if  id  were  not  for  the  rising  zeal  of  some 
who  dread  an  appeal  to  the  people.  Interested 
men  may  call  for  measures  which  they  them- 
selves should  be  most  ready  to  lament  and 
condemn,  but  upon  them  let  the  responsibility 
rest. 

Now,  in  regard  to  Confederation,  I say  frank- 
ly, that  whenever  a majority  of  the  people 
speak  in  favor  of  union,  let  them  have  it;  but  I 
will  not  consent  to  a change  of  the  constitution 
without  their  consent.  If  the  representatives 
are  unfaithful  to  their  trust,  and  abuse  their 
powers  by  disposing  of  the  birth-right  of  the 
people,  then  responsible  government  is  not 
worthy  of  the  name.  We  have  no  right  to  sur- 
render the  liberties  and  privileges  which  we 
were  appointed  to  guard.  The  multitude,  even 
though  they  know  very  little  of  political  science, 
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can  form  a good  practical  judgment  upon  go- 
vernment in  general,  and  eveu  a better  one 
than  those  iu  office,  who  cannot  see  their  own 
defects  and  errors. 

The  first  move  in  regard  to  a union  of  any 
kind  was  made  in  the  session  of  1864  by  this 
Legislature.  The  Provincial  Secretary  then 
moved  a resolution  asking  us  to  empower  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  to  communicate  with 
New  Brunswick  and  P.  E.  Island,  in  reference 
to  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  meet  at  some 
central  point,  to  take  into  consideration  and 
agree  upon  a basis  for  a union  of  the  maritime 
provinces.  That  resolution  was  passed  almost 
without  opposition.  I tkinK  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  delegates  first  to  have  reported,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  people  of  these  provinces, 
what  their  success  w«is  as  regards  a union  of 
the  maritime  provinces.  But  the  action  taken 
by  the  delegates  at  that  time  as  to  a maritime 
union  passed  away  like  a morning  cloud  or  a 
dream  in  the  night, — poor  Nova  Scot’a  was  lost 
sight  of,  and  a delegation  to  Canada  was  form- 
ed, without  asking  the  lower  provinces  whe- 
ther they  were  willing  or  not. 

I think  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  around 
these  benches  to  define  his  position  in  regard 
to  this  great  question.  My  position  is  this: 
lam  in  favor  of  a union  of  the  maritime  prov- 
inces, but  not  a union  with  Canada;  that  was 
my  position  from  the  time  the  scheme  of  union 
was  first  brought  forward,  and  I still  entertain 
the  same  views,  and  I believe  that  it  is  the 
view  of  a very  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  Before  I would  betray  the  trust 
reposed  in  me,  or  consent,  by  any  act  or  vote 
of  mine, to  surrender  one  jot  or  one  tittle  of  the 
rights,  or  the  honor,  or  the  glory  of  this  country 
“ my  right  hand  shall  forget  its  cunning,  and 
my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth.” 

We  have  heard  a good  deal  said  about  the 
Fenians,  and  about  disloyalty  to  the  Crown.— 
What  does  all  this  mean  ? Is  it  to  frighten 
the  people  into  Confederation?  Nova  Scotia 
is  as  loyal  as  any  other  country  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  but  do  not  disturb  the  birthright  of 
the  people  without  their  consent.  Sir,  as 
regards  the  Fenians  or  any  other  foe,  when- 
ever they  come  to  disturb  the  peace  of  our 
country,  I as  one  am  ready  to  meet  them  under 
the  British  flag— the  flag  of  freedom;  but  I 
intend  on  this  occasion,  at  whatever  hazard  or 
sacrifice  of  a personal  kind,  to  do  what  I con- 
sider is  my  duty  to  my  constituents  and  the 
country  at  large. 

The  principle  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of 
our  constitution,  is  that  which  declares  the 
people  to  be  the  source  of  political  power.  A 
constitution  written  on  paper  is  not  a safe  oue, 
a constitution  to  be  safe  must  be  written  on 
the  hearts  of  the  people.  The  powerful  tempt- 
ation to  betray  our  trust,  held  out  by  the  Go- 
vernment, to  surrender  up  our  own  convic- 
tions, ought  to  be  resisted ; a steady  adherence 
to  truth,  whether  in  favor  or  our,  of  favor,  must 
mark  the  course  of  every  man  who  will  not 
lose  his  own  respect.  I do  not  despise  popu- 
larity, I respect  it.  But  it  is  that  popularity 
which  follows,  and  not  that  which  is  sought 
after;  and  if  there  be  one  quality,  which  a 
representative  of  our  country  ought  to  cultivate 
at  the  present  time  above  all  others,  it  is 
independence.  Not  a defiance  of  the  well 
understood  wishes  of  the  people;  his  course 


should  be  a manly  and  steady  adherence  to 
principle,  through  good  report  and  evil  report; 
a stout  defiance  of  what  he  considers  right, 
through  sunshine  and  through  storm.  Such 
independence  every  man  should  cultivate  who 
undertakes  to  serve  his  country.  Caesar,  who 
yielded  to  that  infirmity  of  noble  minds — the 
love  of  power,  fell  in  the  very  Senate  Cham- 
ber under  the  avenging  dagger  of  Brutus. — 
Again,  Napoleon’s  brilliant  but  unwise  career 
was  checked, atthe  moment  when  he  gained 
his  highest  position.  When  he  had  kept  the 
nations  in  dread,  he  was  sent  a prisoner  to  an 
island  far  from  every  field  of  his  glory,  and 
where  the  dashing  billows  mocked  at  the 
surges  of  his  own  passions.  Our  liberty, 
once  taken  away,  may  never  return,  and  I 
see  by  the  features  of  the  proposed  scheme, 
if  it  be  carried  into  effect,  we  would  be 
exposed  to  two  dangers:  centralization  and 
disunion; — the  General  Government  would 
have  gigantic  power,  and  might  employ  its 
functions  to  enrich  one  section  of  the  union 
at  the  expense  of  the  other.  Its  complex 
character — blending  the  powers  of  the  General 
Government  with  those  of  the  several  Local 
Governments,  exposes  it  to  dangers  from  its 
own  action. 

We  are  yet  in  the  freshness  of  youth,  and 
the  fairest  of  our  sisters,  our  seaboard  and  min- 
eral wealth  hold  out  a strong  temptation  to 
those  abroad.  But,  sir,  I would  say  with  all 
sincerity,  let  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  make 
their  own  choice.  The  power  of  figures  has 
been  brought  forward  in  gigantic  appearence 
before  the  people  of  this  country,  differing  in 
the  various  calculations  to  the  amouut  of 
some  millions  of  dollars,  but  it  would  puzzle 
the  brain  of  the  best  mathematical  scholar  to 
arrive  at  the  real  truth  of  the  matter.  We  may 
rely  upon  it  that  trade  will  regulate  itself  like 
water,  it  will  find  its  level.  That  union  is 
strength,  is  true,  but  to  be  strength  it  must  be 
a whole  union,  not  a half.  We  see  nothing  like 
a united  public  opinion  in  favor  of  Confedera- 
tion in  this  country, — the  contrary  is  the  case, 
public  opinion  seems  to  be  split  throughout  the 
land, — so  much  so,  that  a small  majority  in  fa- 
vor of  the  resolution  would  he  a very  poor  safe- 
guard of  a lasting  union.  It  has  been  said  with 
a good  deal  of  force,  that  the  power  to  deal 
with  this  question  is  invested  in  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people.  I do  not  deny  but  they 
have  such  power,  for  a government  with  a large 
majority  can  do  almost  anything.  But  such 
power  in  regard  to  a change  in  the  constitution 
without,  the  consent  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try will  never  he  exercised  by  me.  Slight 
causes  have  given  rise  to  the  fiercest  anti  most 
cruel  wars  which  history  records,  the  plougt- 
ing  up  of  a few  acres  of  soil  plunged  the  states 
of  Greece  into  a sanguinary  conflict.  An  at- 
tempt to  collect  ship  money  shook  the  empire 
of  England,  and  drove  Hampden  to  the  field, 
where  he  lost  his  life  in  one  of  the  first  battles 
ever  fought  for  constitutional  liberty,  and 
brought  the  aunointed  head  of  a king  to  the 
block.  A tax  of  aj  few  cents  on  a pound  of 
tea  drove  the  colonies  into  a war,  which  broke 
the  dominion  of  the  British  government,  and 
left  them  independent  states. 

Again,  look  at  Ireland.  She  constitutes  a 
portion  of  the  British  Empire.  What  battle 
has  been  fought  in  modern  times  by  the  British 
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arms,  where  Irish  blood  has  not  been  freely 
spilled,  and  where  Irish  valor  has  not  contri- 
buted to  win  the  day?  The  Irishmen  in  the 
ranks  have  ever  been  true  to  their  trust.  They 
bore  the  British  flag  iu  triumoh  against  the 
marshals  of  France.  At  Waterloo,  they  up- 
held it  for  Wellington  against  the  splendid  ar- 
ray which  Napoleon  mastered  in  person,  and 
yet  what  is  the  state  of  Ireland  to-day?  Why, 
the  fertile  soil  of  Ireland,  teeming  with  abund- 
ance, is  made  to  support  foreign  landlords,  ab- 
sentees, who  squander  abroad  the  wealth 
which  Ireland  yields,  and  thousands  of  her 
sons  and  fair  daughters  have  to  come  to  Ame- 
rica, where  they  can  have  all  the  safeguards  to 
industry  and  enterprise. 

Every  Novascotian  can  survey  his  country 
with  patriotic  pride ; he  may  sit  in  her  councils, 
an  equal  among  equals,  and  no  man  who  re- 
presents her  people  should  surrender  their 
rights.  If  he  does  so  he  is  already  dead  to  the 
noble  impulses  which  can  alone  preserve  peace 
and  liberty.  The  protracted  discussion  carried 
on  in  this  House,  and  the  angry  feelings  which 
too  often  characterized  it,  only  fill  the  country 
with  apprehension,  and  impede  the  progress 
of  public  business.  A storm  which  sweeps 
the  ocean  and  drives  the  vessel  before  its  fury, 
makes  the  mariner  look  more  closely  to  his 
means  of  safety,  and  a political  storm  which 
threatens  to  disturb  the  constitution  of  a coun- 
try, only  brings  about  a new  impulse  as  to  the 
great  elementary  principles  upon  which  the 
fabric  rests.  Now,  as  regards  the  petitions  that 
have  come  from  the  country,  they  have  not 
met  with  that  cordial  reception  which  they  are 
entitled  to.  It  has  been  said  that  they  were 
signed  by  men,  women  and  children,  and  were 
got  up  by  a political  opposition.  Now,  sir,  as 
regards  the  petitions  that  came  from  North 
Hants,  I beg  to  say  from  my  own  personal 
knowledge  of  the  names  attached  to  them  that 
they  were  not  signed  by  women  and  children, 
but  were  signed  by  Conservatives'aud  Liberals 
(so  called);  men  that  know  their  duty  both  to 
themselves  and  their  country,  and  would  not 
be  backward  in  speaking  out  for  the  protection 
of  their  birth  right,  if  called  upon  to  do  so. 
General  Harrison,  when  about  to  give  his  vote 
on  a great,  question,  made  a noble  reply  to  a 
friend,  who  told  him  he  would  ruin  himself  by 
the  vote  which  he  proposed  to  give,  he  exclaim- 
ed, “ It  is  better  to  ruin  myself  than  to  destroy 
the  constitution  of  my  country.” 

In  a free  government  there  must  always  be 
divisions  and  parties;  and  there  should  be, — 
because  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty, 
and  nothing  so  stimulates  vigilance  as  the  con- 
flicting opinions  of  parties.  But  we  should 
ever  remember  that  the  claims  of  our  country 
stand  far  above  the  claims  of  party.  Why 
does  a patriot  await  the  result  with  suspended 
animation  and  pale  cheek?  Because  upon  the 
issue  hangs  the  fate  of  his  country.  If  victory 
light  upon  his  standard,  his  altar  and  his  fire- 
side are  safe.  Now,  sir,  with  our  fertile  soil, 
our  noble  streams,  our  mineral  wealth,  large 
seaboard  for  navigation  and  shipbuilding — our 
population  intelligent,  enterprising,  and  religi- 
ous,—these  will  enable  us  to  advance  with  a 
steady  and  sure  march  in  civilization.  And  I 
am  for  that  sort  of  industry  which  spreads 
wealth  among  the  laboring  classes,  and  elevates 
ihem  gradually  in  the  scale.  I believe  in  a firm 
protection  of  the  rights  of  the  weak,  whenso- 


ever they  are  in  danger  by  the  power  of  the 
strong;  and  wherever  you  find  Englishmens, 
Irishmen,  and  Scotchmen,  you  will  find  that 
they  carry  with  them  the  high  qualities  of  their 
race,  which  have  led  the  way  In  civilization,  by 
spreading  the  great  principle  of  freedom — free- 
doom  iu  religion  and  freedom  in  government- 
over  the  world.  Their  prosperity  has  been 
brought  about  by  au  overruling  Providence* 
There  are  many  who  look  more  to  the  creature 
than  to  the  Creator;  they  trust  to  their  own 
strength  instead  of  looking  to  Him  who  governs 
the  affairs  of  men;  and  if  a sparrow  cannot  fall 
to  the  ground  without  His  notice,  it  is  also 
probable  that  an  empire  cannot  rise  without 
His  aid.  May  the  light  of  liberty  which  now 
shines  over  our  land  long  remain  to  gladden 
generations  yet  unborn  1 May  the  flag  that 
floats  over  every  part  of  British  territory,  and 
catches  the  eye  of  the  navigator  returning  from 
every  country,  which  is  borne  by  our  ships 
upon  all  the  waters  of  the  globe,  and  which  is 
known  and  honored  as  the  flag  that  is  as- 
sociated with  all  the  glories  of  our  past  history, 
let  its  folds  glitter  before  the  eyes  of  mankind 
as  the  sign  of  hope  and  universal  freedom. 

I have  thus  expressed  a few  of  my  thoughts 
on  this  important  subject  now  Under  conside- 
ration, and  if  the  time  has  come  when  all  inde- 
pendence of  public  opinion  must  be  sacrificed 
at  the  shrine  of  power,  when  the  people  will 
sustain  no  man  who  dares  to  be  candid,  then, 
sir,  I desire  to  have  no  participation  in  the 
administration  of  public  affairs.  I can  be 
much  happier  and  much  more  profitably 
employed  in  giving  my  attention  to  humbler 
duties.  The  right  for  the  people  to  decide  this 
question  for  themselves,  is  one  of  those  great 
political  rights  of  winch  no  one  should  desire 
to  deprive  them;  and  I cannot  consent,  for  one 
single  moment,  to  abandon  any  part  of  their 
claims.  I hope  there  is  yet  independent  spirit 
in  this  house,  that  we  shall  not  be  guilty  of  so 
great  an  outrage  as  that  proposed.  Those  who 
concur  in  passing  Confederation  at  the  present 
time.will  take  upon  themselves  an  awful  res- 
ponsibility; a responsibility  for  which  their 
constituents  will  call  them  to  a strict  account. 
This  resolution  may  pass,  but  if  it  does,  those 
who  vote  for  it  will  lose  the  confidence,  and  the 
judgment  and  good  sense  of  a very  large 
majority  of  the  people.  I see  that  party  train- 
ing is  going  on;  proscriptive  spirit  is  rising; 
every  appeal  that  can  be  made  to  human  pas- 
sions is  urged,  and  names  not  of  the  most 
pleasing  kind  are  freely  bestowed  upon  those 
who  have  the  firmness  to  oppose  a change  in 
the  constitution.  Sir,  names  can  never  effect 
principles  or  change  position.  Ingenuity  may 
coin  them,  and  effrontry  apply  them,  but  the 
actual  relations  of  life  remain  the  same,— 
therefore  let  us  be  faithful  to  our  great  trust.— 
From  the  battlefields  of  all  the  earth  upon  - 
which  liberty  has  set  up  her  standard,  there 
comes  to  us  the  cry  “be  faithful;”  from  the 
crumbled  senate  halls  of  nations  for  ever 
passed  away,  there  comes  to  us  an  implor- 
ing appeal  to  be  faithful  to  those  who  put 
their  confidence  in  us.  But,  if  Confederation 
must  pass  by  a majority  in  the  House,  with- 
out the  consent  of  a majority  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  then  I say  to  my  constitu- 
ents, and  also  to  the  country  at  large,  “ thou 
canst  not  say  I did  it.” 
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SPEECH  OF  ME.  COFFIN. 

Mr.  Coffin.  — I regret  that  I am  obli- 
ged to  address  the  House  at  this  late  hour  of 
she  night  ; but  as  we  are  denied  the  privilege 
of  another  day’s  debate,  and  as  the  death-knell 
of  my  country  is  sounding,  I do  not  wish  to 
give  a silent  vote.  The  subject  before  the 
House  is  one  of  too  great  magnitude  to  be 
passed  over  lightly  ; it  is  a question  of  greater 
magnitude  than  any  that  has  hitherto  been  be- 
fore the  Legislature.  It  is  one  calculated  to 
sweep  away  our  constitution,  the  dearest  rights 
of  Nova-Scotians  as  free  men  ; it  is  one,  sir, 
calculated  to  raise  the  ire  of  everyone  of  Nova 
Sco'ia’s  sons  ; it  is  one  that  cannot  be  passed 
without  ignoring  the  rights  of  the  electors  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Sir,  I regret  exceedingly  that  a 
resolution  was  passed  in  this  House  in  1861, 
authorizing  a delegation  to  consult  as  to  the 
propriety  of  a union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
for  out  of  that  has  grown  the  delegation  to 
Quebec,  and  there  with  closed  doors  a consul- 
tation was  held  which  ended  in  bartering  away 
this  fine  Province,  the  people,  and  the  consti- 
tu  ion,  to  Canadian  rule.  There  we  have  been 
sold,  there  we  have  been  valued,  there  the 
rights  dear  to  us  of  governing  ourselves,  and 
of  being  in  ourselves  a free,  independent  and 
contented  people,  were  given  up  ; and  when  it 
is^known  through  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  land  that  this  resolution  has  been  passed, 
then  it  is  that  the  indignation  of  the  people 
will  be  aroused  to  an  extent  perhaps  that  will 
Toe  calculated  to  weaken  the  strong  feel- 
ings of  attachment  to  their  rulers  that  had 
hitherto  existed.  If  this  question  had  been 
approached  in  a way  that  was  fair  and  honor- 
able by  first  submitting  the  whole  question  to 
the  country  at  the  polls,  and  if  it  were  then 
passed  by  the  Legislature  there  would  not 
ha  ve  been  the  cause  of  complaint  which  at  pre- 
sent exists.  This  is  indeed  a most  dangerous 
step  which  is  about  to  be  taken ; we  have  a 
thinking  and  intelligent  people  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia—a people  that  will  not  be  likely  to  tolerate 
having  their  constitution  bartered  away  with- 
out their  consent,  and  without  having  those 
privileges  which  responsible  government  was 
intended  to  secure  to  them.  I do  not  believe 
that  the  Imperial  Parliament  will  ratify  this 
scheaie,  if  they  are  made  properly  acquainted 
with  the  whole  transaction  and  with  the  facts 
which  bear  upon  the  case.  Loyalty  to  the 
Crown  has  been  spoken  of.  Sir,  we  pretend 
to  foster  that  feeling,  whilst  at  the  same  time 
a few  men  who  now  govern  the  country— who 
are  expected  to  govern  the  people  according  to 
their  well  understood  wishes,  and  who  ob- 
tained place  and  power  at  the  polls  in  1863  un- 
der the  cry  of  retrenchment,  but  who  have  so 
managed  the  public  affairs  as  to  gain  for  them- 
selves, as  they  well  know,  the  withering  re- 
buke of  seven-eighths  of  the  people,  to  cap  the 
climax — without  submitting  the  measure  to 
the  people— they  urge  us  to  pass  a resolution 
to  deprive  our  beloved  country  of  its  Consti- 
tution. Sir,  I would  ask  can  language  be  em- 
ployed sufficiently  strong  to  convey  the  disap- 
proval of  this  act?  I have  heard  strong  lan- 
guage made  use  of  here  at  times;  I heard  only 
the  other  day  the  Prov.  Secretary  make  use  of 
the  word  “ traitor”  to  another  kon  gentleman 
across  the  floor  of  this  house.  Sir,  I will  not 
make  use  of  that  term,  but  I am  at  a loss  for 


language  sufficiently  strong  and  severe  with- 
out doing  so.  What  can  be  said  of  the  men 
who,  in  the  face  of  the  fact  of  nine-tenths  of 
the  people  of  this  Province  being  decidedly 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  pro- 
pose to  sweep  away  our  constitution  and  make 
us  subservient  to  the  rule  of  Canadian  States- 
men, in  whose  wisdom  for  governing  a country 
we  have  but  little  faith,  and  from  whom  we 
are  severed  for  six  months  of  the  year  as  to  any 
mode  of  travelling  over  British  territory  by 
land,  and  entirely  shut  out  by  sea,  and  for  the 
other  six  months  we  have  very  indifferent  com- 
munication. It  is  said  we  are  to  have  the  In- 
tercolonial Railway.  This  may  be  'he  case  in 
the  course  of  time,  but  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way should  have  preceded  the  Union  of  the 
Colonies.  Why,  sir,  suppose  a war  was  to 
break  out  between  the  United  States  and  G. 
Britain,  and  the  General  Parliament  had  to  be 
convened  in  winder  months  at  Ottawa,  how 
are  we  to  reach  there?  Would  it  be  over  the 
ice,  or  on  snow  shoes  over  land?  Sir,  had  the 
public  men  of  Cauada  been  true  to  their  inte- 
rests, and  the  Colonial  Secretaries  of  England 
been  true  to  their  engagements,  we  should 
long  before  this  have  had  the  railway  built. — 
Can  Canadians  or  Nova  Scotians  expect  to 
build  that  railway  on  terms  made  easier  as  to 
finances  thau  by  the  offers  made  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  in  1862, to  which  the  Canadians 
refused  to  accede?  If  they  had  acceded,  the 
road  might  now  have  been  built.  The  reason 
for  Canada  not  accepting  the  offers  then  made 
may  have  been  that  they  expected  at  some 
future  day  to  use  that  work  as  a lever  by 
which  to  force  the  Maritime  Provinces  into  a 
union;  and,  sir  may  we  not  well  believe  that 
they  have  accomplished  the  end  in  view?  They 
must  be  famous  for  their  powers  of  persuasion 
or  they  never  could  have  buttered  the  delega- 
tion from  this  Province  so  smoothly  as  to  get 
them  to  sign  that  document  at  Quebec.  I be- 
lieve it  was  at  the  last  great  dinner  at  Mon- 
treal that  the  iniquitous  scheme  was  comple- 
ted— a scheme  so  unjust  to  the  people  of  this 
Province— a scheme  by  which  the  country  and 
the  Constitution  they  loved  so  well  have  been 
most  grossly  bartered  away — and  a scheme 
that  the  government  of  this  Province  will  not, 
nay,  sir,  dare  not,  submit  to  the  people  at  the 
polls.  But  it  may  be  said  by  the  friends  of 
this  measure  that  the  scheme  is  to  be  altered, 
they  having  met  the  propositions  of  the  hon 
gentleman  from  Richmond,  but  does  not  every 
one  know  that  this  is  a farce,  a delusion?  Does 
not  every  one  know  that  that  proposition  was 
known  to  the  government  long  before  it  was 
announced  on  the  floors  of  this  house?  The 
resolution  is  that  the  British  Government  shall 
arbitrate  between  con  ending  parties,  when 
the  British  Government  have  already  declared 
in  favor  of  the  Quebec  scheme,  and,  I believe, 
without  looking  minutely  into  the  matter;  but 
having  passed  on  the  Quebec  scheme  already, 
they  will  not  retract;— and  the  government  of 
Nova  Scotia  having  already  pledged  them- 
selves over  and  over  again  to  the  Quebec 
scheme,  does  any  one  suppose  that  they  will 
compromise  themselves  by  going  as  a dele- 
gation to  England  to  persuade  the  Brit- 
ish Government  to  make  alterations  which 
they  well  know  Canada  will  not  agree  to. 
They  would  be  fools  if  they  did,  seeing  the 
way  in  which  this  resolution  passed  this  house, 
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if  it  does  pass.  Do  you  wish  to  l eap  insult 
upon  injury  by  trying  to  delude  the  people  of 
this  country  with  such  aresolution?  Sir,  I say 
again  do  you  wish  to  insult  the  common  intel- 
ligence of  Nova  Scotians?  Several  questions 
that  should  be  answered  by  the  promoters  of 
this  scheme  are  these:  Did  not  the  delegation 
at  Quebec  sit  in  secret?  Did  they  not  con- 
clude that  Quebec  scheme  with  closed  doors? 
Was  it  nor  understood  by  all  the  parties  then 
that  the  terms  of  the  scheme  were  not  to  be 
disclosed  until  all  the  delegates  should  return? 
Did  not  the  Canadian  delegates  proceed  post 
haste  to  Engl aud,  there  to  implore  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies  to  aid  their  propositions? 
And  was  it  not  urged  at  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary’s office  nearly  as  soon  as  in  Temperance 
Hall?  Sir,  I do  not  wonder  that  the  Cana- 
dians should  with  such  haste  endeavour  to 
excite  the  sympathies  of  the  British  govern- 
ment in  favour  of  this  scheme  when  they  had 
made  a bargain  so  much  to  their  own  advan- 
tage. I believe  that  could  the  disadvantages 
that  this  involves  to  Nova  Scotia  have  been 
shewn  to  the  British  government  they  could 
not  have  been  so  blind  to  our  interests  as  to 
favour  such  a scheme;  but  all  this  will  be  re- 
presented to  the  British  government.  It  is 
not  impossible  nor  unlikely  that  this  may  yet 
be  a question  of  greater  moment  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England  than  may  now  be  imagined, 
and  when  it  is  known  that  this  Quebec  scheme 
is  so  distasteful  to  the  people  of  this  province; 
when  the  injustice  of  the  case  comes  to  be 
known,  and  the  discontent  and  strife  that  will 
be  engendered  thereby,  I feel  some  hope  that 
the  Bri  ish  government  will  pause  before  they 
pass  an  act  to  make  this  resolution  become  the 
law  of  the  land.  I presume  that  the  British 
government  will  have  a detailed  account  of 
the  whole  scheme;  a pounds  shillings  and 
pence  version  of  the  whole  affair;  a matter  of 
fact  proposition  for  them  to  solve;  and  when 
they  do  know,  as  I believe  they  do  not  know, 
that  Nova  Scotia  must  lose  at  least  $200, ooo  a 
year  by  the  arrangement,  which  they  will 
have  to  make  up  by  direct  taxation — and  that 
that  will  be  a mode  of  raising  money— that 
will  be  likely  to  create  a very  bad  feeling  aud 
perhaps  almost  a revolution  in  the  country, 
they  will  pause  before  ’hey  pass  the  act.  But, 
sir,  in  making  use  of  this  language,  I am  quite 
aware  that  I shall  be  styled  by  the  promoters 
of  this  infamous  scheme  an  annexationist;  but 
this  I deny,  and  I claim  to  possess  as  loyal 
feelings  to  my  beloved  Queen  as  any  man  in 
this  assembly,  and  it  is  with  feelings  loyal  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain  that  I warn  you 
now  of  the  danger  there  is  of  creating  a feeling 
of  hostili'y  to  the  Government  of  Britain  by 
the  passage  of  this  act.  The  feelings  of  the 
people  of  England  have  been  quoted  here  by 
the  hon.  Attorney  General,  and  the  applause  he 
received  at  the  Manchester  dinner  when  intro- 
duced as  one  of  the  union  delegates.  But,  sir, 
did  the  honorable  Attorney  General  ask 
them  their  views  of  our  relation  to  Eng- 
land under  the  union?  If  he  had  they  would 
have  told  him  that  united  we  would  no 
longer  be  an  expense  to  England  for  protec- 
tion. And  this  is  the  general  impression  of 
the  people  of  England.  I was  in  England  last 
winter,  and  in  Manchester,  and  was  in  conver- 
sation with  gentlemen  there  of  high  standing, 
some  of  the  Manchester  school,  and  found  that 


this  was  the  general  idea  that  these  Provinces 
uni  ed  would  no  linger  be  a burthen  to  the 
people  of  England  for  protection,  and  I found 
this  to  be  the  idea  of  a very  large  proportion 
of  the  people  there  with  whom  I came  in  con- 
tact, but  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  British 
government  enter  ain  that  idea.  Now,  sir, 
having  kept  the  house  so  long  at  this  late 
hour  I will  not  prolong  my  remarks,  but  should 
have  done  so  if  time  had  been  allowed.  I feel 
that  I am  doing  my  duty  to  Nova  Scotia,  as 
my  native  land,  to  the  people  I am  here  to 
represent,  and  to  myself,  by  voting  against  the 
resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  the  hon.  Prov. 
Secy.,  and  for  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  from  Guysboro. 

EEEAKKS  OF  ME.  HATFIELD. 

Mr.  Hatfield  said: — I feel  that  the  duty 
devolves  upon  me  of  expressing  my  views  on 
this  resolution.  I may  state  that  until  this 
evening  no  one  has  been  informed  of  the  way 
in  which  I intend  to  vote;  when  meetings 
were  held  a1-  Yarmouth  and  Argyle  I said  I 
would  not  give  a decided  opinion  un  il  the  le- 
gislature met,  and  the  pros  and  cons  of  the 
question  laid  before  us.  I have  come  here,  I 
have  beard  speeches  upon  both  sides,  and  have 
made  up  my  mind  to  vote  against  the  resolu- 
tion which  the  government  have  introduced.  I 
feel  that  the  duty  which  I owe  to  my  constitu- 
ency, and  that  duty  is  not  a small  one,  requires 
that  I should  take  this  action.  Since  coming 
to  this  house  I have  supported  the  government 
almost  to  a vote,  sometimes  with  a disregard 
of  my  personal  position,  but  on  this  measure  I 
will  do  what  is  right  irrespctive  of  political 
feelings  and  with  a determination  to  stand  or 
fall  by  the  course  which  I pursue.  I have  fre- 
quently felt  diffident  in  addressing  the  house, 
feeling  that  I was  a young  member  and  unac- 
customed to  public  speaking,  in  comparrison 
with  some  gentlemen  who  frequently  address 
us,  but  to-night  I stand  firm  in  the  conviction 
that  the  course  I am  taking  is  one  that  be- 
comes my  position.  We  find  that  out  of  the 
ten  or  eleven  lawyers  who  have  seats  in  this 
house,  nine  are  in  favor  of  the  scheme,  and 
what  is  their  object  unless  it  be  personal  ag- 
grandisement? To-night  we  have  seen  a gen- 
tleman sitting  here,  and  not  revealing  even  to 
his  own  colleagues  that  he  had  “ paired  off” 
with  another  member  and  did  not  intend  to 
vote  on  the  division.  That  certainly  looks  sus- 
picious, and  has  convinced  me  that  all  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  transaction 
have  not  been  revealed.  I have  made  these 
few  remarks  without  preparation,  and  would 
not  have  spoken  to-night  if  the  Prov.  Secre- 
tary had  not  forced  the  division. 

REMARKS  OF  DR.  BROWN". 

Dr.  Brown  said: — At  this  hour  of  the  night, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  fatigued  as  I am  by  a long 
journey, it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  collect  my 
thoughts  sufficiently  to  make  a two  hours 
speech  on  this  all-important  subject,  I shall 
therefore  content  myself  with  a few  remarks 
directed  to  one  or  two  poiuts  only.  I should 
not  object  to  the  resolution  before  the  house, 
provided  the  people  were  allowed  to  decide 
the  question.  It  is  not  impossible,  though  I 
confess  I cannot  see  it,  that  Union  with 
Canada  may  be  ultimately  beneficial  to 
the  country.  If  so,  the  people  in  process  of 
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time  would  gradually  alter  their  tone,  and  at 
last  willingly  adopt  the  change. 

But  I ask,  sir,  where  is  the  necessity  for  this 
indecent  haste?  Haste  in  a two-fold  sense. 
Haste,  not  only  in  cramming  this  measure 
down  the  people’s  thro  <ts  without  their  consent 
and  against  the  will  of  a vast  majority,  but 
haste  in  bringing  this  debate  to  a close  to-night, 
and  thus  sliding  the  voice  of  free  discussion. 
Nothing  can  be  more  aibitrary  than  the  con- 
duct of  the  government.  They  can  fri  ter 
away  days  and  weeks  on  useless  and  frivol- 
ous ma'ters,  but  on  the  great  question,  whether 
Nova  Scotia  shall  retain  her  rights  and  liber- 
ties— her  very  existence,  the  Provincial  Sec’y 
denies  us  an  hour.  I ask,  sir,  where  is  the 
necessity  for  action?  Why  not  remain  as  we 
are?  What  is  the  emergency?  Is  it,  because, 
as  the  Provincial  Secretary  has  admitted,  the 
government  and  union  party  in  this  house  are 
afraid  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  people?  I thank 
the  Pro.  Secy,  for  the  admission — it  is  candid, 
ande  xplains  his  position.  The  emergency,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  not  the  emergency  of  the  people, 
it  is  the  emergency  of  the  rulers  of  the  people. 
Why  is  it  that  they  will  not  refer  this  measure, 
this  most  momentous  of  all  measures  that  ever 
came  before  this  Legislature,  to  the  people 
whom  it  most  concerns?  simply  because  they 
dare  not.  Do  you  suppose,  sir,  can  any  man 
imagine,  if  the  government  had  a ghost  of  a 
chance  ? hey  would  hesitate  to  appeal  to  the 
hustings?  The  voice  of  the  people  and  the 
voice  of  their  representatives  are  stifled,  be- 
cause they  know  it  is  against  them.  Now,  sir, 
this  act  may  be  perpetrated,  the  rights 
of  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  may  be 
trampled  on,  and  ignored,  but  I apprehend  this 
will  not  be  the  end  ot  the  contest.  The  voice  of 
the  people  though  silenced  for  the  present  will 
make  itself  heard.  I mistake  much  if  the  free 
and  intelligent  people  of  Nova  Scotia  will 
quietly  submit  to  be  crushed  and  overridden — 
I mistake  much  if  the  honest  and  enlightened 
farmers  of  Kings  County  will  quietly  submit 
to  it.  And  when  I speak  of  Kings  County  I 
mean  not  only  South  Kings,  which  I have  the 
honor  to  represent,  but  North  Kings  which  is, 
I have  every  reason  to  know,  equally  strong  in 
its  condemnation  of  this  measure.  I do  not 
hesita’e  to  declare  it  as  my  opinion  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  members  for  Nor. h Kings  that 
three-fourths  of  the  electors  of  that  district  are 
opposed  to  it,  and  are  only  waiting  for  an  op- 
portunity to  sweep  it  and  its  authors  away  to- 
gether. My  learned  friend  from  North  Kings, 
Dr.  Hamilton,  says  he  has  learned  from  a cor- 
respondent, in  Kings  that  Mr.  Bowe’s  letters 
have  had  the  effect  of  cementing  the  Conser- 
vatives in  that  county.  I agree  with  him  that 
the  minds  of  all  parties,  with  few  exceptions, 
concur  in  one  point— in  denouncing  union  with 
Canada.  I have  just  returned  from  a visit 
home,  and  find  the  anti-union  feeling  stronger 
than  ever. 

Several  of  my  pro-confederate  neighbours 
said  to  me,  they  would  like  confederation  but 
not  without,  the  test  of  the  people’s  approval.— 
Dr.  Hamilton  also  disputes  the  reported  issue 
of  the  Canning  meeting,  now  I have  it  from 
the  most  reliable  authority,  authority  that  the 
learned  member  himself  will  not  question, 
that  against,  oue  of  the  resolutions  carried,  there 
was  but  one  vote,  and  against  the  other  only 
three  or  four.  Canning  Is  in  the  Doctor’s  im- 


mediate vicinity  and  a large  number  of  his 
constituents  reside  there.  The  learned  mem- 
ber referred  also  to  his  probable  re  irement 
from  public  life.  I advise  him  to  do  so  by  all 
means.  He  certainly  could  not  do  a more  pru- 
dent thing.  I should  be  glad  also  to  hear  my 
friend  and  colleague  Mr.  Bill  give  his  opinion 
on  the  resolutions  before  the  house.  On  a 
question  of  such  transcendant  proportions  and 
magnitude,  a question  truly  of  life  and  death, 
no  man  should  be  content  with  giving  a silent 
vote.  I conclude  by  imploring  the  house  to 
let  the  people  be  heard  at  the  polls. 

Dr.  Hamilton  : — My  observations  merely  re* 
ferred  to  North  Kings,  I did  not  refer  to  South 
KiDgs,  and  I am  prepared  to-morrow  to  resign 
my  seat,  if  Dr.  Brown  will  contest  it  with  me. 
With  re  ard  to  the  meeting  at  Canning,  I have 
four  letters  in  my  pocket  referring  to  it;  one 
says  there  were  sixty  persons  present;  another 
8 ay s eighty ; another  says  that  the  number  was 
one  hundred,  and  a good  many  of  them  were 
boys.  I should  like  to  ask  Dr.  Brown  who  in- 
stigated the  meetidg  ? I think  the  suggestion 
came  from  a gentleman  not  far  from  me.  As 
to  South  Kings,  the  hon.  member  knows  that  I 
have  stood  at  the  polling  places  pleading  for 
him  before  he  chose  to  change  sides.  I have  in 
my  possession  a letter  from  one  of  the  first  men 
in  King’s,  and  he  says  he  hopes  the  House  will 
pass  Confederation ; another  letter  is  from  a 
person  who  says  he  would  like  to  see  the  Ameri- 
can flag  floating  over  the  Province,  and  perhaps 
such  sentiments  as  his  had  a good  deal  to  do 
with  the  Canning  meeting. 

Dr.  Brown  :— I accept  the  learned  member’s 
challenge  to  meet  him  at  North  King’s.  It  will 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  vacate  my  seat  to- 
morrow, if  he  will  do  the  some  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  will  be  a pleasant  and  innocent  way 
for  him  to  learn  the  opinion  of  his  constituents. 
I don’t  know  who  the  learned  member’s  cor- 
respondents are.  D.  R.  Daton,  Esq  was  mine, 
and  the  Doctor  himself  will  agree  with  me  that 
this  gentleman  is  entitled  to  credit  and  respect. 
I did  not,  as  he  insinuates,  suggest  the  meeting 
at  Canning — in  that  my  learned  friend  has  only 
made  a bad  guess. 

Mr.  Killam  : - It  is  well  known,  as  was  ad- 
mitted by  the  Pro.  Sec.  himself,  that  the  gov- 
ernment do  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
country  and  what  then  is  our  position  ? The 
government,  in  the  face  of  this  fact,  bring  for- 
ward a measure  to  change  our  entire  constitu- 
tion, and  call  upon  members  to  support  them. 
What  would  the  leader  of  the  House  of  Com. 
mons  do  if  he  were  obligod  to  make  such  an 
admission  ? The  observations  of  some  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken  to-night  I think  will  give 
the  government  a lesson  that  cannot  soon  be 
forgotten. 

Mr.  McKay  said  I intend  to  adopt  a differ- 
ent course  from  that  pursued  by  my  colleague 
on  th.is  question,  and  I will  stab;  a few  of  the 
reasons  which  inflence  me.  Last  winter  I was 
opposed  to  the  Quebec  scheme ; ihis  session  a 
resolution  has  been  introduced  to  modify  that 
scheme  in  its  details.  If  a change  has  become 
necessary  for  our  security,  let  us  form  our  in- 
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etitutions  by  our  own  judgment,  and  not  by  the 
direction  of  the  neighboring  Republic  One 
of  the  members  for  Yarmouth  admitted  that 
nine  tenths  of  tbe  people  of  that  county  are  in 
favour  of  annexation, — these  are  opinions  which 
no  loyalist  can  endorse.  Another  gentleman 
taking  a prominent  stand  in  this  discussion  has 
made  remarks  concerning  our  Lieut  Governor 
which  I cannot  endorse.  I have  receiv<  d some 
letters  from  my  constituents,  asking  me  to  sup- 
port the  resolution,  and  I have  received  none 
to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Killam  replied  that  his  colleague,  Mr 
Townsend,  had  merely  intimated  that  a majo- 
rity of  the  people  of  Yarmouih  preferred  an- 
nexation to  Confederation. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  in  the  session  of  1&62 
the  Atty.  General  applied  the  phrase  “dumb 
Jogs”  to  gentlemen  whom  he  opposed, — that 
5xpression  could  be  very  appropriately  applied 
to  gentlemen  on  the  government  side,  who  al- 
lowed the  speeches  of  gentlemen  opposed  to 
the  resolution  to  pass  unanswered. 

Hon.  Atty  Gkn  said  that  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  that  phrase  was  applied  in  1862,  bore  it 
pretty  easily,  and  he  presumed  that  his  friends 
could  do  the  same  on  this  occasion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr  S. 
Campbell’s  amendment,  which  was  negatived, 
eighteen  voting  for  it  and  thirty-one  against  it 

For  the  amendment — Messrs.  Killam,  Hebb, 
Hatfield,  Balcom,  Townsend,  Lawrence,  Moore, 
Robertson,  Locke  S.  Campbell,  tUanohardr 
McLelan,  Ross,  King,  Ray,  Brown,  Coffin  and 
Annan  d ; 

Against : — Messrs.  Bill,  Hill,  C.  J.  Campbell, 
Shannon,  D Fraser,  Allison,  Jno  Campbell, 
Whitman,  Pryor,  Loneley,  Parker,  Heffernan. 
Kaulback,  McKay,  Jost,  Donkin,  Bourinot, 
Tobin,  Miller,  McDonnell,  McKinnon,  Robi- 
cheau,  McFarlane,  Prov  Sec.,  Atty.  General, 
Blanchard,  Cowie,  Hamilton,  Colin  Campbell, 
Smith  and  Archibald. 

Tbe  resolution  passed  81  to  19,  Mr.  J,  Fraser 
voting  with  the  minority. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  18th  April. 

The  bouse  met  at  3 o’clock. 

Mr.  Coffin  reported  from  the  committee  on 
Land  Damages. 

Hon.  Pitov.  Sec.  laid  on  tbe  table  the  Re- 
port of  tbe  President  and  Directors  of  the  H or- 
ticultural Society. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  introduced  a bill  to 
enable  School  District  No.  31,  Cumberland  to 
sell  an  old  house  and  lot. 

The  House  hen  went  into  commit.ee  and 
passed  the  following  bills: 

To  legalize  Assessment  Rolls  in  the  county 
of  KiDgs. 

To  legalize  Assessment  Rolls  in  the  county 
of  Digby. 

To  amend  the  Act  incorporating  the  Govern- 
ors of  King’s  College,  Windsor. 

Bill  relative  to  Assessment  in  tbe  county  of 
Yarmouth. 

To  authorize  <he  sale  of  a school  house  at 
Lower  Stewiacke. 


An  act  for  the  better  security  of  tbe  Crown 
in  Nova  Scotia  against  seditious  and  treason- 
able practices  and  acts. 

On  the  bill  to  amend  chap.  45  of  County 
Assessment  some  desul'ory  discussion  ensued. 

Mr.  Archibald  explained  that  at  present 
assessment  is  based  upon  real  and  personal 
property.  A man  who  possesses  a large 
amount  of  income,  and  little  or  no  real  estate, 
is  not  taxed  in  proportion  to  his  wealth.  The 
object  of  the  bill  is  to  make  1 is  income  liable, 
aud  thereby  relieve  the  poorer  classes  to  a 
large  extent. 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  said  that  this  was 
an  attempt  to  impose  upon  tbe  Province  at 
large  an  income  tax,  at  best  a most  inquisito- 
rial tax.  He  moved  that  the  bill  be  deferred. 

Mr.  Allison  thought  that  tne  bill  was  very 
much  required;  a farmer  was  now  heavily 
taxed,  whilst  his  neighbour,  a much  richer  one 
who  lent  money,  bad  little  or  no  taxes  to  pay 
comparatively. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  the  present  bill 
only  meant  to  establish  the  principle  in  exist- 
ence in  the  city. 

Mr.  Coffin  and  Mr.  Townsend  hoped  that 
the  bill  would  not  pass,  as  it  might  operate  in- 
juriously. 

Mr.  Parker  supported  the  bill,  as  it  would 
favour  the  poor. 

Mr.  Bjll  said  that  there  was  no  question  as 
to  the  correctness  of  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
but  how  would  it  work  in  the  country  where 
the  credit  system  so  largely  prevails? 

Mr.  Cowie  said  that  the  difficulty  was  to 
ascertain  the  actual  incom  a man  might  have. 
He  could  understand  how  the  bill  might  work 
in  reference  to  a man  who  lends  money  out  at 
interest. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  the  bill  was  not 
of  an  inquisitorial  character;  if  a man  was  not 
taxed  fairly  he  had  his  remedy  by  making  an 
affidavit  of  the  fact. 

Mr  Donkin  believed  hat  any  gentleman 
who  reflected  on  the  subjec  would  sse  the 
propriety  of  the  bill  before  the  House. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  was  in  favour  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill ; but  suggested  whether  a more 
simple  machinery  could  not  be  found  than 
what  was  in  the  bill.  He  believed  that,  a fair 
system  of  taxation,  something  like  what  was 
proposed  in  the  bill,  would  relieve  the  indus- 
trial classes  largely  from  taxation.  He  was 
afraid  the  present  measure  went  too  far. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  was  of  opinion  that,  the  bill 
was  a good  one ; the  effect  would  be  to  relieve 
tbe  poorer  classes. 

Mr.  Ross  pointed  out  defects  in  the  existing 
assessment  law;  there  should  be  a general 
assessor  appointed  in  every  county  by  the 
sessions. 

Mr.  Killam  doubted  the  advisability  of  the 
measure. 

Dr.  Hamilton  was  glad  to  see  such  a law 
introduced. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Archibald  introduced  a bill  to  au  hoi- 
ize  the  sale  of  certain  school  lands. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  a bill  to  incorporate  the 
Intercolonial  Coal  Mining  Company. 

The  House  adjourned. 
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Thursday,  April  19. 
The  house  met  at  3 o’clock. 

Mr.  Blanchard  introduced  a bill  to  amend 
the  Act  concerning  the  City  of  Halifax. 

Dr.  Brown  presented  two  petitions  from 
King’s  County  against  Confederation. 

Mr.  Jost  presented  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Accounts. 

HALIFAX  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
Report  ot  the  Committee  on  Education. 

Mr.  Blanchard  called  attention  to  the 
clause  of  the  Report  referring  to  Ihe  Halifax 
Graruoiar  School, — that  clause  recommended 
a reduction  of  the  fees  of  that  school,  but  re- 
commends that  the  act  incorporating  the  trus- 
tees be  not  repealed.  He  said  that  one  fact 
was  patent  on  the  face  of  the  matter,  viz:  that 
there  was  a law  placing  all  the  educational  in- 
stitutions of 'the  country  on  one  footing  and 
making  them  free,  but  that  in  Halifax  there 
was  an  anomaly,  a school  which  was  not  free, 
being  supported  by  a public  grant,  and  taken 
from  the  public  and  the  citizens  to  whom  it 
belonged.  If  the  more  wealthy  classes  in  Hali- 
fax did  not  wish  to  send  their  children  to  the 
common  schools  they  should  bear  the  expense 
of  their  education  without  the  public  aid. 

Hon.  Prov.  Seg.  said  tha/  the  committee 
had  carefully  considered  the  matter,  and  had 
before  them  the  trustees  of  the  school,  who  re- 
presented that  the  most  wealthy  citizens  of 
Halifax  were  those  who  had  contributed  most 
largely  to  the  support  of  the  common  schools 
without  availing  themselves  of  th  ir  benefits 
In  addition  to  this  argument  the  title  of  the 
trustees  had  been  fully  established. 

Mr  Archibald  said  that  the  commission- 
ers, upon  i h<-ir  appointment,  found  that  the 
Grammar  School  proper  y was  the  only  school 
roperty  belonging  to  the  public.  That  it  did 
e’ong  to  the  public  the  origin  of  the  fund  by 
whiofi  it  was  established  clearly  shewed,  be 
appreciated  the  argument  to  which  the  Prov. 
Sec.  referred,  but  if.  was  founded  uoon  a wrong 
principle,  beoau.-e  the  school  should  be  public 
to  all  the  citizens  of  Halifax  instead  of  being 
taken  as  private  property. 

Hon. Mr.  Shannon  said  that  if  the  present 
building  hail  been  allowed  to  crumble  into 
dust  no  complaint  would  have  been  made.  It 
hadb  enfelr.  to  be  discreditable  to  Halifax 
that  the  high  school  of  the  ci  y should  be  lo- 
cated in  a building  so  unsuitable,  and  arrange- 
ments were  b'ing  made  for  i s removal.  The 
Grammer  School  had  always  been  a good  one, 
many  of  of  i's  pupils  had  won  distinctions  in 
after  life,  and  among  all  classes  in  the  comrnu 
nity  il  e feeling  prevailed  that  the  exis  ing  ar- 
rangeinen  s should  not  be  interfered  with. 
The  school,  he  said,  was  now  a public  school, 
for  a public  school  was  not  necessarily  a free 
school 

Mr.  Pryor  said  that  the  Grammar  School 
was  an  m.-.r nation  highly  valued  by  every 
citize  n He  read  the  vario  s euaetments eon- 
necte  i with  the  property, contending  that  there 
was  a clear  title  in  the  trustees  who,  iu  ac- 
cordance wi  h the  act  of  last  Session  had  made 
arrangements  for  the  purchase  of  another  pro- 
perty*^ w stated  that  numbers  of  pupils  had 
been  admitted  free  of  charge.  The  school  was 
the  first  in  which  theclassics  were  taught  in  Ha- 


lifax, and  after  the  lapse  of  a century  was  still 
inferior  to  nooe  in  the  Province. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  a school  support- 
ed by  public  grant  could  be  nothing  but  a pub- 
lic school,  and  should  be  free.  He  had  previ- 
ously stated  that  under  the  arrangements 
which  had  been  made  the  schools  in  Halifax 
would  become  denominational, —that  had  been 
denied,  but  it  had  been  clearly  proved  since 
then,  and  the  only  availab;e  for  public  pur- 
poses was  not  in  the  ha/ids  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  that  gentlemen  of  vari- 
ous denominations  appeared  before  the  Com- 
mittee and  supported  the  recommendations 
contained  in  the  report.  The  attempt  to  dis- 
turb the  arrangements  of  the  school  should 
have  been  made  last  year,  if  made  at  all. 

Mr  Archibald  said  that  the  number  of 
pupils  attending  school  in  Halifax  before  the 
ne  w education  law  had  been  750,  and  that  uum- 
ber  had  been  increased  to  1900;  to  educate 
these  children  five  school  houses  were  requir- 
ed, and  the  Commissioners  desired  to  have 
possession  of  the  Grammar  School  property 
for  general  school  purposes.  The  school  as  at 
present  conducted  was  a private  one. 

Mr.  Tobin  thought  it  would  be  unwise  to 
disturb  existing  relations. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  he  had  objected 
to  the  passage  of  the  Act  last  year,  hut  had 
withdrawn  his  opposition  on  the  members  for 
Halifax  giving  the  bill  their  support.  As  those 
gentlemen  took  the  same  view  on  this  ques- 
tion he  would  not  divide  the  house. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hon.  Fin  Sec’y.  laid  on  the  table  the  sub- 
division of  the  road  grant.  In  reference  to  the 
opening  of  harbors  in  Richmond  county,  he 
said  but  one  would  be  undertaken  this  year, 
and  other  appropriations  would  probably  be 
made  aexf  year. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec’y  introduced  a bill  to  amend 
the  act  for  the  better  encouragement  of  edu- 
cation—the  object  of  the  bill  being  to  aftbrd 
facilities  to  schools  in  poorer  districts  partici- 
pating in  he  grant  for  the  present  year. 

Mr.  Tobin  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report 
of  the  Railway  Committee. 

Mr.  Longley  referred  to  a recommenda- 
tion in  i he  Report,  relative  to  comnensatiou 
for  Railway  damages.  He  thought  theamouut 
awarded  was  too  large. 

The  award  of  the  Committee  was  agreed  to 
with  the  understanding  that  the  claimant  pay 
the  charges  of  couveviug  the  lands. 

Mr.  Longley  also  took  exception  to  an- 
other clause  of  the  report  which  awarded 
damages  for  i he  destruction  of  cattle,  on  the 
ground  that  such  c airns  should  be  left  for  ad- 
justment to  the  department. 

After  a brief  discussion  the  Report  was 
adopted. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  20. 
miscellaneous. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  said  that  an  amicable 
arrangement  having  been  come  to  in  reference 
to  some  of  rhe  church  properties  in  Cape  Bre- 
ton, he  had  come  to  'he  conclusion  to  with- 
draw the  bill  which  had  been  b-fore  the  house, 
in  reference  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the 
Lower  Provinces.  He  had  been  reluctantly 
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drawn  into  the  dispute  and  had  endeavour- 
ed to  keep  as  calm  as  possible  in  the  de- 
bate which  had  taken  place,  believing 
that  any  other  course  would  be  unbecoming 
liis  position.  He  was  sorry,  however,  to  find 
that  some  who  opposed  the  bill  had  made  as- 
persions upon  his  character  as  if  the  matter 
had  been  a personal  one  of  his  own,  instead  of 
being  brought  forward,  as  it  was,  in  the  inter- 
ests of  parties  who  had  put  substantial  claims 
in  his  hands.  When  his  colleague,  Mr.  Boss, 
had  addressed  the  house  he  had  paid  great  at- 
tention to  his  observations,  but  on  looking  at 
the  notes  which  he  then  made  he  found  noth- 
ing requiring  reply ; on  reading  the  report  of 
the  speech,  however,  he  found  it  was  a set  ad- 
dress, not  bearing  on  the  question,  but  made 
for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  the  country  that 
it  was  full  of  personal  abuse  and  insinuations. 
He  felt  it  his  duty  now  to  review  that  speech. 
It  seemed  as  if  the  pen  of  the  writer  had  been 
dipped  in  poison  at  every  sentence.  He  had 
made  friendly  overtures  to  hisicolleague  with  a 
view  to  terminate  the  quarrels  which  had 
marked  their  intercourse,  because  he  greatly 
disliked  lo  have  such  a spirit  of  strife  existing, 
and  because  be  would  rather  fight  half  a dozen 
men  than  one  woman.  The  more  overtures 
he  made  the  more  liberties  were  taken  with 
character.  Mr.  Ross  bad  said  that  he  Mr. 
Campbell,  bad  frequently  changed  his  politics 
and  his  religion— this  was  a very  serious 
charge— his  political  character  had  been  be- 
fore the  country  for  fifteen  years  and  it  was 
well  known  that  he  had  never  changed  his 
politics  in  the  course  of  his  public  life,  be  had 
never  given  a party  vote  to  the  Liberals. 
As  a proof  of  that,  he  stated  he  had  de- 
clined to  support  Mr.  Howe’s  Railway  policy, — 
he  was  cheated  out  of  his  seat  in  consequence, 
but  had  never  since  failed  to  give  his  vote  to 
the  party  which  he  was  returned  to  sustain. 
That  he  had  changed  his  religion,  as  had  been 
stated,  he  flatly  denied;  in  1843  when  the  dis- 
ruption from  the  Church  of  Scotland  took 
place  he  had  followed  the  course  adopted  by 
almost  the  entire  people,  and  by  his  colleague 
as  well ;— the  union  took  place  in  1860,  the  cen- 
sus was  made  up  in  1861,  and  in  the  returns  no 
place  was  left  for  the  free  church,  and  the 
statements  of  his  colleague  upon  that  point 
were  wilful  misrepresentations.  Mr.  Ross 
probably  was  not  aware  of  the  obligations 
which  he  was  under  to  him,  Mr.  Campbell;  if 
it  were  not  for  him  he,  Mr.  R.,  might  then  be 
learning  a trade  in  the  Penitentiary.  Some 
years  ago  there  was  an  affidavit  in  connection 
with  the  road  service  which  came  to  his  obser- 
vation, and  he  found  it  to  be  an  entire  fabrica- 
tion and  forgery  on  the  part  of  his  colleague. 

Mr.  Blanchard  here  said  that  if  these  re- 
marks were  continued  he  would  call  to  order 
and  have  the  words  taken  down. 

Mr.  Campbell  continued:— Another  return 
of  over  expenditure  was  not  to  be  found,  the 
money  had  been  paid  on  the  order  of  his  col- 
league, and  no  explanation  could  be  ascertain- 
ed until  a clerk  had  left  one  of  the  depart- 
ments, and  a letter  which  he  had  received 
from  Mr.  Ross  was  discovered  in  which  Mr. 
R.  begged  that  the  returns  be  destroyed  before 
he,  Mr.  Campbell,  could  see  them.  He  felt 
bound  then  to  show  the  House  the  cause  of 
the  enmity  which  had  existed.  His  colleague 
had  subsequently  acknowledged  the  whole 


transaction  and  was  treated  with  great 
leniency.  He  was  then  deprived  of  the  Post 
Office,  and  also  removed  from  the  office  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  neither  of  which  he  ever 
got  since.  Ever  since  that  he  had  treated  Mr. 
R.  with  every  forbearance,  but  these  efforts  at 
reconciliatiou  were  only  met  by  defamation 
and  hostility.  As  to  the  statement  that  one  of 
the  petitions  was  signed  by  a person  who  was 
in  California,  the  church  was  built  oc 
the  land  of  this  very  person,  two  acres  being 
taken  as  church  property.  As  to  the  attacks 
ou  Mr.  Mclver  he  enquired  what  the 
person’s  character  had  to  do  with  that 
bill  before  the  House?  Mr.  Mclver  was  a 
British  subject,  and  had  a perfect  right  to 
petition  without  having  vile  epithets  applied 
to  him.  He  denied  hav;ng  attacked  the  Editor 
of  the  Presbyterian  Witness,— he  had  a case 
which  required  no  such  aid,  and  as  to  the 
statement  that  he  had  prevented  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Middle  River  dispute,  such  an  as- 
sertion was  a vile  slander  as  he  had  used 
every  effort  to  promote  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment. A man  could  protect  himself  against  a 
thief,  but  not  against  one  who  made  inaccurate 
statements. 

Mr.  Blanchard  asked  that  these  words  be 
taken  down,  and  the  galleries  were  therefore 
cleared.  After  being  re-opened, 

Mr.  Campbell  continued:— It  had  been  said 
that  there  was  no  cemetery  in  connection 
with  the  church  at  Cape  North,  he  did  not  un- 
derstand how  such  could  be  the  case  when  for 
so  long  a period  there  was  a congregation  there. 
A remark  had  also  been  made  as  to  the  Provin- 
cial Secretary  in  the  matter ; he  did  not  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  this  observation,  for  when 
the  matter  had  been  brought  up  in  the  previous 
session  that  gentleman  voted  against  the  bill  for 
repealing  the  union.  He  strongly  condemned 
the  language  made  use  of  by  his  colleague  in 
reference  to  the  Inspector  of  Schools  in  Victo- 
ria county,  and  in  reference  to  Mr.  Hart,  one  of 
the  petitioners,  who  had  been  spoken  of  as  be- 
ing under  his  (Mr.  Campbell's)  control;— Mr, 
Hart  was  a highly  respectalbe  individual,  to 
whom  no  such  language  was  applicable. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  said  that  on  a previous 
occasion  he  had  voted  against  the  bill,  believing 
it  unwise  to  disturb  existing  arrangements,  but 
on  this  occasion,  when  he  had  expected  to  hear 
substantial  arguments  against  the  measure,  he 
was  surprised  to  hear  nothing  but  an  onslaught 
on  Mr.  Campbell,  on  the  government,  and  on 
an  officer  of  the  government,  When  gentlemen 
opposite  considered  it  necessary  to  adopt  that 
course,  no  alternative  was  left  for  him  but  to 
vote  for  the  bill ; — he  was,  however,  not  sorry 
that  it  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  the  Prov.  Sec  mis- 
apprehended the  whole  argument  if  he  supposed 
that  reasons  had  not  been  given  against  the 
bill ; the  whole  matter  had  been  previously  ar- 
gued, and  the  Prov.  Sec.  had  made  a speech 
then,  declaring  that  it  would  be  the  next  thing 
to  sacrilege  to  disturb  existing  arrangements. 
He  denied  that  any  unwarranted  attack  had 
been  made  by  the  opponents  of  the  bill.  For 
the  honor  of  the  house  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
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the  language  just  used  by  *he  member  for  Vic- 
triia  was  disgraceful  in  the  h’ghest  degree  to 
the  house  and  to  the  m mber  using  it.  As  to 
iheatsackon  Mclver,  lie  h»d  in  his  possession 
evidence  to  shmv  that  everything  which  was 
said  was  justified,  ior  the  Court  of  Sessions  had 
unanimously  v.  ted  at  a recent  session  that  that 
person  had  used  language  beneath  the  dignify 
of  a Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  office  he  held 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  if  the  Prov  Sec. 
did  net  understand  the  matter  it  was  because 
that  gentleman  was  not  present  at  the  discus- 
sion. He  denied  having  made  the  matter  a po- 
litical one — he  had  not  even  requested  the  vote 
of  his  own  friends  and  the  government  should  be 
indebted  to  him  for  informing  them  of  the  ac- 
tion of  one  of  their  officers  who  was  making  use 
of  his  position  to  stir  up  strife  and  animosity. 
As  to  the  member  for  Victoria  (Mr.  Churchill), 
he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  say  a word — he 
was  content  that  that  member  should  be  judged 
by  his  own  position. 

lion.  Aty.  Gen.  said  that  the  opponents  of  the 
bill  threatened  the  house  with  the  influence  of 
a religious  denomination,  and  subsequently  told 
members  that  they  were  guilty  of  impertinence 
in  dealing  with  the  subject  at  all.  He  was 
astonished  at  the  adaption  of  such  a course,  and 
he  felt  pleased  to  find  that  the  whole  subject 
was  now  to  be  adjusted  without  legislative  in- 
terference. If  proper  precaution  had  been  taken 
with  the  bill  effecting  the  union  these  applica- 
tions would  not  have  come  up,  but  they  were  the 
result  of  an  interference  with  private  rights. 

Mr  Archibald  said  that  the  act  referred  to 
reserved  every  private  right,  and  he  therefore 
felt  that  the  Atty  Genl.  could  not  have  under- 
stood the  question  in  making  the  statements  just 
delivered.  He  had  not  threatened  the  house  as 
had  been  sa  d,  but  had  remarked  that  every  one 
ot  the  69  000  Presbyterians  of  the  Province 
would  feel  the  action  of  the  house  to  be  a per- 
sonal insult,  for  it  need  not  be  supposed  that 
they  would  allow  politicians  thus  to  interfere 
with  their  ecclesiastical  concerns.  If  it  were 
not  that  the  member  for  Victoria  had  a personal 
interest  in  he  matter  the  subject  should  not 
have  been  heard  of,  and  perhaps  if  that  gentle- 
man wt-re  bought  off  there  would  be  peace. 

Mr  Ross  replied  that  his  colleague  said  that 
he  would  sooner  fight  six  men  than  one  woman 
Let  him  resign  his  seat ; let  him  leave  this 
house  aDd  come  down  to  Victoria.  He  would 
do  the  same ; he  would  find  then  if  he  was  a 
man  or  not.  He  found  him  a man  in  1859,  in 
18^1,  and  would  again  find  him  a man.  He  was 
under  no  obligation  to  his  colleague ; the  most 
vicious  Italian  or  Spaniard  could  not  have  done 
more  to  attempt  to  keep  him  down  and  to  tra- 
duce his  character,  and  when  asked  by  his  own 
friends  for  the  reason,  said,  “ Ross  is  getting 
too  popular  ; I want  to  have  a slap  at  him.” — 
He  never  committed  either  forgery  or  perjury, 
and  no  one  knows  it  better  than  Mr.  Campbell ; 
if  he  had,  his  relentless  and  vicious  enemy 
would  be  the  first  to  take  advantage  of  it.  He 
had  in  his  desk  at  his  lodgiDgs,  and  would  place 
it  on  the  table  to-morrow,  a letter  that  he  wrote 


to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  day,  asking  him 
to  makw  out  a case  agaiosi.  him,  in  order  that  he 
would  hav<?  a pubiic  way  of  vindicating  his  cha- 
racter. He  never  would  have  been  in  ihe  As- 
sembly only  for  the  miserable  attempt  Mr. 
Campbell  made  to  crush  him  The  worst  he 
could  say  would  only  rise  him  in  the  estimation 
ot  his  triends.  He  was  too  well  known  in  t'ds 
c ty  and  in  his  own  county  to  be  injured  by  any- 
thing and  everything  his  colleague  could  say 
about  him.  His  lemarks  the  other  day  were 
printed,  because  those  petitions  were  brought 
hereby  his  colleague,  and  would  never  have 
been  here  without  his  influence.  As  he  said 
belore,  let  his  colleague  come  to  Victoria,  and 
he  would  yet  find  that  he  was  a man  that  would 
place  him  in  his  proper  position  in  that  county. 

The  following  are  the  letters  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Ross,  which  he  laid  on  the  table  the  next 
day : — 

St.  Ann’s,  Victoria,  April  14, 1859. 
Sir, — As  there  are  parties  in  this  County  who  are 
using  every  means  to  iDjure  my  character  relative  to 
my  dismissal  trom  the  Magistracy  and  the  .Post  Office, 
I would  desire  that  the  whole  matter  be  explained  in 
Court,  and  that  the  Government  will  bring  the  case 
forward  in  order  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining everything  that  can  bear  on  said  case,  and 
of  setting  myself  right  before  a jury  of  my  country- 
men. 1 think  it  is  but  just  that  tliis  be  done,  as  l va- 
lue my  character  too  well  to  allow  matters  to  paes 
without  aa  open  way  of  expla  ning  my  conduct  to 
the  people  of  this  county. 

I remain,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

William  iioss. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Johnston,  1 

Attorney  General,  Halifax,  j 

General  Post  Office,  l 
Halifax,  Feb.  22nd,  ’866.  j 
Dear  Sir,— 1 beg  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  com- 
munication of  this  morning,  that  1 am  not  aware  of 
having  rece  ved  any  charge  against  you,  previous  to 
Mr  M.  Lnwe  taking  possession  of  the  office  in  1858, 
as  Post  Master  of  English  Town 
During  the  time  you  acted  as  Post  Master  at  the 
above  place,  your  accoums  were  always  regularly  for- 
warded, and  balance-t  promptly  paid. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  s-rvant, 

A.  Woodgate. 

W m.  Ross,  Esq.  M.  P.  P. 

Mr.  Bourinot  introduced  a bill  to  regulate 
the  terms  of  the  Supreme  Gourc  in  Cape  Bre- 
ton. 

Mr.  Miller  presented  a petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Little  Arichat  asking  that  the 
name  of  that  place  be  changed  to  Wist  Arichat ; 
also  a bill  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  there- 
of. 

Mr.  McFarlane  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Mines  aud  Minerals  in  favour  ot  ex- 
tending the  leases  of  Coal  Mines  trom  1886,  the 
royalty  to  remain  the  same 

Also  introduced  a bid  carrying  out  recom* 
mendation  of  report. 

The  house  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  23rd. 
The  House  met  at  3 o’clock 
Hon.  Finan.  Sec  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
sub-division  of  road  grants. 

Dr,  Brown,  referring  to  the  subdivision  of 
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the  Road  grant,  said  he  did  not  see  why  South 
Kings  hod  received  so  small  au  allowance. 
Amigonish  had  received  for  roads  over  $5000 
and  or  Navigation  securities  over  $8000  Ke 
felt  bound  <o  say  teat  the  distribution  was  un- 
fair and  m just. 

Mr  Locke  enquired  whether  the  road  through 
Shelburne.  Annapolis  and  Digby  Counties 
would  b ‘ surveyed. 

Hon.  Pko  Sec  replied  in  the  affirmative- 

Mr.  Annand  remarked  that  East  Halifax  had 
not  received  a fa  r proportion,  considering  the 
great  wants  of  the  district 

Hon.  Atty  Genl  explained  as  to  the  re- 
quirements of  monies  in  Antigonisb. 

Mr  Pryor  spoke  of  several  improvements 
which  were  required  in  Western  Halifax. 

Mr.  Annand  said  that  out  of  the  allowance 
for  the  County  of  Halifax  the  Eastern  division 
received  but  two-fifths,  while  the  Western 
division  received  three-fifths. 

DEATH  OK  mt.  SLAYTER. 

Hon.  Pro  JSkc.  said  that  gentlemen  were 
aware  ihat  the  government  had  recently  been 
called  on  to  encounter  unusual  circumstances  by 
the  arrival  of  a ship  at  the  Port  of  Halifax  hav- 
ing a very  infecious  disease  < n b >ard.  The 
v ssel  w’as  so  disabh  d by  the  sickness  of  her 
crew  that  the  late  Health  Officer  had  stated 
that  if  she  had  been  ordered  to  sea  immediately 
the  most  serious  consequences  would  he ve  re- 
sulted That  officer  had  placed  his  services  at 
the  disposal  of  the  government,  and  had  subse 
quently  taken  charge  of  the  shin,  although  this 
was  not  devolved  upon  him  as  one  of  the  dutes 
of  his  position— on  the  contrary  it  might  have 
been  supposed  that  Dr.  Slayter’s  duties  as 
Health  Officer  precluded  his  remaining  in 
quarantine.  But  with  that  devotion  to  his  pro-  ! 
lessiond  duty  for  which  he  had  been  so  noted 
he  determined  to  remain,  and  had  addressed 
n letter  to  him  (Provincial  Secretary,) 
requesting  that  Dr.  Wickwire  be  ap- 
pointed Assistant  Health  Officer  in  order 
that  the  duties  of  the*  port  might  be  efficiently 
performed.  He  would  here  explain  that  this  sug- 
gestion did  not  arise  from  the  intimation  of  any 
other  party,  and  that  it  was  necessary  that  some 
medical  gentlemen  not  in  quarantine  should  re- 
ceive the  apppointment.  Having  made  this  re- 
commendation Dr  Slayter  took  charge  of  the 
quarantine  station,  where  his  duties  were  of  the 
most  onerous  description, foi  upon  him  and  those 
gentlemen  who  subsequently  tendered  their  ser 
vices,  devolved  a task  of  the  most  unusual  and 
trying  character  1c  would  be  impossible  for 
language  to  do  justice  to  the  alacrity  and  energy 
with  which  these  gentlemen  had  discharged 
these  du'ies,  and  the  result  had  been  that  Dr 
Slayter  had  fallen  a victim  to  the  disease  which 
he  had  hero  c illy  undertaken  to  encounter.  He 
did  r.ot  mean  to  say  that  this  tribute  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  deceased  Health  Officer  was  due  on 
account  of  th^  unusual  nature  of  this  devotion, 
lor  the  medics l man  who  under  such  cireum- 
8:an  es  would  hesitate  to  do  what  was  requ  red 
el  him  would  he  looked  upon  as  the  -oldier  who 
shrank  from  going  into  batile.  In  proceeding 


to  refer  to  the  character  which  Dr.  Slayter  bore 
as  a gentlemen  and  as  a member  of  the  profes- 
sion Hon.  Prov.  Sec  became  so  much  affected 
that  he  was  unable  to  proceed. 

Hon.  Atty  Gen.  said  the.  feelings  of  his  col* 
league  could  be  easily  accounted  for  when  al  1 
the  circustances  connected  with  the  melancholy 
occurrence  were  recollected  Dr.  Slav  ter  had 
not  only  placed  his  life  in  jeopardy  but  had  in- 
curred the  risk  of  leaving  behind  him  a tamily 
bereaved  of  their  head,  and  deprived  of  the 
means  of  support  which  the  parent  had  furni  ti- 
ed. Universal  regret  was  the  only  sentiment 
which  pervaded  the  public  mind,  and  the  tribute 
proposed  in  the  resolution  which  Hon.  Prov, 
Sec  had  risen  to  move  was  one  which  would  be 
regarded  as  just  and  meritorious  by  all  classes. 
Hon  Atty  Gen.  then  moved  that  the  sum  of 
£500  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  family  of 
the  late  Dr.  Slayter 

Mr.  S Campbell  said  he  felt  a melancholy 
satisfaction  in  secondi  ng  t e resolution  He 
was  wG  aware  that  the  honor  o'  the  profession 
to  which  the  deceased  Health  Officer  belonged 
required  that  they  should  on  all  occasions,  and 
at  any  hazards,  be  ready  to  do  what  iu  them 
lav  for  the  relief  of  suff  ring  humanity  One 
could  easily  appreciate  the  courage  which 
nerved  the  soldier  to  go  to  the  battle  field  to 
meet  the  enemies  of  his  country  ; hut  it  re- 
quired a more  noble  courage  to  enable  a man 
surrounded  by  an  amiable  family  to  1 ave  the 
comfort  and  security  of  his  home  and  to  place 
bimself  in  < x reme  danger  The  House  could 
do  nothing  to  serve  him  who  was  no  more,  b it 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  shew  that 
all  who  were  called  upon  in  the  public  service, 
if  they  should  fall  victims  to  their  patriotism 
and  devotion,  could  rely  on  its  determination  to 
succor  those  who  by  sue')  a calamity  were  de- 
prived of  a husband  and  a father.  lie  thanked 
the  government  for  moving  the  resolution,  and 
expressed  his  warm  concurrence  in  the  views 
previously  expressed. 

The  resolution  passed  unanimously. 

BILLS 

Mr.  Miller  introduced  a bill  to  incorporate 
the  Richmond  Coal  Mining  Company. 

Mr.  Robichead  introduced  a bill  to  provide  a 
cemetery  for  Trinity  Church,  Digby. 

The  House  went  into  committee  on  bills  and 
took  up  the  bill  relative  to  proceedings  in  Equity, 
of  which  several  clauses  passed;  a dheussion 
arising  upon  the  clause  which  provided  for  a 
separation  of  the  legal  and  equitable  causes  of 
action.  The  clause  was  allowed  to  remain  in 
committee 'and  the  remainder  of  the  bill  passed. 

Hon  Mr.  Shannon,  from  the  committee  on 
City  Bills,  repoi ted  favorably  on  the  bill  relative 
to  Volunteers  and  Firemen,  and  introduce  I a 
bill  relative  to  city  assessment. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  24. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFurlane  introduced  a bill  for  re 
pairing  the  River  Philip  Bridge,  Cumberland 
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OIL  CONTRACT  WITH  BOARD  OF  WORKS. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  some  time  ago  he  had 
asked  for  certain  papers  relative  to  an  oil  con- 
tract between  Mr.  Pugh  and  the  Government, 
lie  had  since  shea  learned  that  there  was  a suit 
of  law  between  Mr.  Pugh  and  the  proprietors  of 
a newspaper  on  this  very  subject.  Under  the 
circumstances  he  would  forego  any  debate,  as  it 
might  prejudice  she  parties  in  the  suit.  He 
would,  however,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill 
preventing  certain  persons  from  contracting  with 
public  departments. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  the  very  course  now  at- 
attempted  to  be  pursued  by  the  hon.  member 
would  materially  affect  the  case  of  one  of  the 
parties  in  site  suit  in  question.  If  such  a bill 
were  introduced  it  would  be  tantamount  to  ad- 
mitting that  the  insinuations  made  against  Mr. 
Pugh  were  correct.  If  the  subject  was  to  be  dis- 
cussed, let  the  hon.  member  bring  it  up  in  the 
proper  manner,  and  not  attempt  to  assist  his 
friends  in  this  covert  way. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  his  object  was  to  guard 
the  public  interests  • the  bill  had  no  reference  to 
the  case  referred  to. 

Mr.  Archibald  asked  if  the  hon.  member  (Mr 
M)  was  prepared  to  say  that  he  would  oppose  a bill 
which  would  prevent 'a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Works  from  contracting  with  that  Beard.  Such 
a bill  was  of  a public  nature ; it  contained  no 
reflection  upon  any  person. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  said  that  he  would  resist  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  unless  the  hon.  member 
for  Shelburne  would  show  cause  why  it  was 
brought  there.  The  House  was  aware  that  the 
Board  of  Works  was  constituted  by  a chairman, 
who  was  paid,  and  two  gentlemen  who  gave 
their  services  gratuitously.  Under  the  late  go- 
vernment, Mr.  Gibson,  a highly  respectable  mer- 
chant of  Halifax,  filled  the  office  now  held  by 
Mr.  Pugh,  and  was  a contractor  with  the  board 
all  the  time.  Mr.  Pugh  had  done  nothing  more 
than  had  been  the  practice  from  the  time  of  Sir 
Samuel  Cunard — than  had  been  done  by  Mr. 
Gilwon  and  other  members  of  the  Board  from 
time  immemorial.  Vet  a contemptible  press 
supporting  the  Opposition  brought  violent 
charges  against  Mr.  Pugh,  and  the  whole  Board 
as  well.  If  these  charges  had  been  correct,  then 
Mr.  Frederick  Brown,  the  chairman,  was  unfit 
i_>  hold  his  position  for  a single  hour.  It  was 
stated  by  the  Press  that  the  proceeding  was  un- 
usual, which,  as  lie  had  shown,  was  a falsehood. 
Would  any  one  say  that  a merchant  of  the  city 
who  gave  his  services  gratuitously,  was  to  be  de- 
barred from  competing  with  other  members  of 
the  mercantile  community  ! The  tenders  were 
opened  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  Board,  and 
therefore,  whatever  was  done  was  with  the  know- 
ledge of  all  the  parties.  The  tenders  in  question 
were  sent  in  in  the  usual  form ; no  member  of 
the  Board  undertook  to  decide  upon  them,  but 
they  were  sent  to  a chemist  of  standing — no  po- 
litical supporter  of  the  present  government;  and 
it  was  upon  his  decision  that  the  contract  was 
given  to  Mr.  Pugh.  Then  came  the  accusation 
by  the  contemptible  journal  referred  to,  that  Mr. 


Pugh  was  not  furnishing  the  description  of  oil 
he  had  contracted  for ; and  the  moment  that 
charge  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  government 
they  called  upon  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  to 
send  the  same  professional  gentleman  into  the 
warehouse  and  test  the  whole  of  these  oils.  The 
hon.  member  for  Shelburne  had  now  the  evidence 
in  his  possession  that  the  investigation  proved 
that  there  was  not  a drop  of  oil  below  the  stand- 
ard contracted  for,  but  that  it  was  above  it  if 
anything.  The  hon.  gentleman,  with  these  facts 
within  his  knowledge,  dared  not  attack  the  go- 
vernment openly,  but  brought  forward  this  MU 
with  the  insidious  object  of  assisting  Ids  friends* 
in  another  way.  If  it  were  passed,  then  Mr. 
Brown  and  Mr.  Fairbanks,  as  well  as  Mr.  Pugh, 
would  be  branded,  as  having  acted  in  a most  cor- 
rupt manner. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  he  had  refrained  from 
motives  of  delicacy  from  going  into  the  question, 
and  no  remarks  of  the  Provincial  Secretary 
would  induce  him  to  recede  from  this  determina- 
tion. That  hon.  gentleman  was  to  blame  for 
not  having  put  his  hand  upon  the  transaction  at 
the  very  inception.  He  (Mr.  L.)  introduced  the 
bill  for  the  sole  purpose  of  advancing  the  public 
interests.  Everybody  interested  in  navigation 
must  see  the  necessity  of  having  the  business  of 
the  Board  of  Works  transacted  with  economy. 
If  its  members  were  to  be  allowed  to  contract, 
great  public  injury  might  arise,  for  such  a per- 
son, by  virtue  of  his  position,  had  large  powers, 
i Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said  that  he  presumed  the 
hon.  member  for  Shelburne  was  aware  that 
there  was  a case  in  court  when  he  asked  for  the 
papers  some  time  ago.  No  doubt  he  had  been 
stimulated  by  persons  emtside— -probably  those 
particularly  interested, to  ask  for  these  documents. 
Finding  that  they  contained  no  ground  for  a 
charge  against  the  government,  he  now  de- 
clared he  refrained  from  touchhig  the  subject 
: through  motives  of  delicacy.  If  he  entertained 
such  feelings,  why  did  he  introduce  a bill  which 
went  to  affect  the  very  suit  in  question  The 
fact  that  the  Board  of  Works  was  the  first  De- 
partment named  in  the  bill  showed  tb*  animus 
which  originated  it  The  hon  gentleman  must 
surely  have  known  that  Mr.  Pugh  had  oniv 
followed  the  practice  which  was  pursued  under 
the  late  government  when  Mr.  Gib*on  was  con- 
tractor for  manv  years.  But  circumstances  h^d 
changed,  and  what  was  right  some  time  ago, 
was  wrong  now. 

Mr  Archibald  contested  that  both  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary  and  Attorney  General  were 
entirely  wrong  in  their  arguments.  IS*  was 
not  likely  to  be  desirous  of  furthering  the  * In- 
jects of  the  newspaper  in  ques  ion,  but  he  tnuu 
say  that  he  believed  that  tne  bill  was  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  public  interi-sts  Th- 
fact  was  established  that  members  of  the  B >ard 
of  Works  were  in  the  habit  of  contracting  witn 
that  Board ; and  the  question  then  arose,  was 
ihat  right?  No  one  could  undertake  to  say 
that  the  principle  was  sound  It  spade  no  Git- 
ferem.e  what  might  have  be  n the  prat:  c*.  m 
the  past ; it  wsa  for  the  house  to  decs  Je  w UeUn  x 
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it  was  proper  now  to  continue  it.  If  the  bill 
passed,  it  could  not  affect  the  position  of  any 
party  in  the  suit  in  the  least  degree  ; the  court 
could  not  even  see  it 

Mr.  Stewart  Campbell  entertained  the 
same  view  as  to  the  impropriety  of  the  practice, 
and  urged  the  impossibility  of  the  passage  of 
a bill  ot  a general  character  affecting  the  case 
in  question 

Mr  Milter  said  that  it  was  quite  c'ear  that 
the  bill  was  brought  in  connection  with  the  suit 
before  the  court  The  hon  member  for  Shel- 
burne had  asked  for  some  papers  from  the  Go 
vernment,  and  when  he  received  them  and 
tound  that  they  made  out  no  caes,  he 
resorted  to  the  present  subterfuge  of  assisting 
his  friends  of  the  Citizen,  against  whom  Mr. 
Pugh  had  entered  an  action  of  libel  for  the  base, 
unjustifiable  charge  that  sheet  made  against 
him  Pass  the  bill,  and  Mr  Pugh  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Board  would  be  declared 
guilty  of  a misdemeanor  Yet  it  was  pretend 
f d that  it  would  not  affect  the  case  in  court. 
The  excuse  was  too  flimsy  to  be  entertained  by 
the  house  for  a single  instant. 

Mr.  Locke  said  that  he  had  no  reference  to 
Mr  Pugh ; all  he  wished  was  to  protect  the 
public  interests  in  the  future,  and  prevent  the 
continuance  of  a practice  which  no  one  could 
contend  was  just’fiable. 

Dr  Brown  said  he  was  in  favour  of  the  prin 
ciple  of  the  bill,  for  it  was  right  to  remove  pub- 
lic officers  as  far  as  possible,  from  evert  the  sus- 
picion of  corrupt  practices  ; but  he  did  not  thin!< 
the  present  was  the  proper  time  for  moving  in 
the  matter.  In  the  first  place  its  fjiniroduetion 
had  been  attended  with  so  much  feeling  and  re- 
criminati  n that  a calm  and  judicious  decision 
was  not  likely  to  be  arrived  at.  And  secondly 
it  might  po^ibly  influence  a case  of  law  now 
pending.  He  did  not  see  that  the  public  in- 
terest? would  suffer  any  detriment  by  postponing 
the  bill  unnl  another  Session.  The  Chairman 
of  the  Boatd  of  Woiks  was  his  bro'her,  and  he 
believed  was  honest  If  he  had  been  guilty  of 
of  acting  in  anv  improper  manner,  he  (Dr  B ) 
would  bn  the  last  person  to  sustain  him.  But 
lie  would  Be  glad  ii  instead  of  bringing  vague 
charges,  and  rambling  insit  uations,  the  movers 
in  this  matter  would  resort  to  a careful  and 
rigid  examination  ot  facts. 

After  some  furdier  remarks  to  the  same  pur- 
port, the  house  divided  on  the  motion  tor  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  The  bill  was  rejected 
by  the  following  vote  t — 

For — Ki  lam.  ! alcam,  Ross,  MeLelan,  Archi- 
bdd,  Locke,  Robertson,  lit  bb,  Coffin,  Annand, 
Ray. 

Aqaiust — Pry  or,  Shannon.  Donkin,  Hill,  Bill, 
McDonnell,  C.  .J.  Campbell,  Attorney  General, 
Lawrence,  McKay,  lit  fiernan.  Churchill,  .John 
Catnpb.  11,  Donald  Fraser  Allison,  Kaulbtck 
ilamts  Fraser,  dost,  t ourinot,  Provincial  Secre 
tarv.  Miller. McKinnon,  Cowie,  Smyth,  Finan- 
ctial  Secretary. 

misckl-  aneocs. 

Hon.  P-  ov  Sec.  laid  on  the  table  corrt  spor- 


denee  asked  for  by  the  hon.  member  for  Victo- 
ria relative  to  the  Cape  North  Bridge 

Mr.  Archibald,  from  the  Committee  on  Law 
Amendments,  reported  adversely  on  the  bill 
to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  Magistrates  re- 
lative to  cases  of  petty  trespass.  Agreed  to 

Hon  Mr.  Shannon,  from  Committee  on  City 
Bills,  reported  up  a bill  relative  to  a Slaughter 
House  in  the  city. 

Mr  Hill  presented  a petition,  and  a bill,  in  re- 
ference to  the  Temperance  Hall  Company  of 
Windsor 

Dr.  Brown  introduced  a bill  to  amend  the 
act  “for  the  better  encouragement  of  Educa- 
tion.” It  refers  to  certain  district?,  of  North 
King’s 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  laid  on  the  table  estimate 
of  Militia  expenditure  tor  ’65  and  ’bb.  Also  a 
petition  from  Col  Blanchard,  of  Truro,  in  re- 
ference to  the  drill  building.  Petition  from  Col- 
Belcher,  in  respect  to  Dartmouth  Common  ; ap- 
plication from  Adjutant  General,  on  the  subject 
of  remuneration  to  Inspecting  Field  Officers  for 
extra  duties;  letter  from  Col  Hamilton  touch- 
ing a Parade  Ground ; application  from  the  In- 
structor of  Militia  at  Lunenburg  for  authority  to 
drill  the  Academy  boys ; application  from  i ol. 
Fraser  in  respect  to  a parade  ground  at  Tangier. 

Mr  Allison  referred  to  the  want  of  a suita- 
ble parade  ground  at  Liverpool. 

On  motion  of  the  Provincial  Secretary,  the 
bill  respecting  the  Halifax  Street  Railway  was 
read  a second  time 

THE  EXTENSION  OF  MINING  ERASES. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  moved  the  second, 
reading  of  the  bill,  to  extend  the  Mining 
Leases;  and  on  this  motion  being  agreed  to, 
the  House  went  into  Committee.  The  hon. 
gentlemen  then  briefly  explained  the  reasons 
that  had  induced  the  Committee  to  advise  the 
extension  of  the  leases  for  a further  period  of 
40  years,  from  188(>.  Many  of  the  new  mines 
were  doing  a good  business,  but  the  large 
majority  were  trammeled  for  want  of  capital. 
Memorials  had  been  presented  to  the  House, 
stating  that  large  English  capitalists  had  re- 
fused to  invest  their  money  in  mining  enter- 
prizes  in  this  country,  when  they  learned  the 
short  temue  of  the  leases.  The  Committee 
then  had  come,  after  mature  deliberation,  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  wise  policy  to 
extend  the  leases,  and  also  to  leave  the  royalty 
as  it  is  now,  namely  ten  cents  a ton.  It  was 
not  deemed  judicious  to  impose  a higher 
burthen  uuon  an  article  which  was  so  valuable 
a source  of  enterprise  and  domestic  comfort. — 
Very  large  and  valuable  areas,  it  wouhl  be 
remembered,  had  been  reserved  to  the  Mining 
Association  by  the  arrangement  made  with 
them  some  years  ago.  borne  of  those  had 
been  worked,  but  others  st.i  l remaimd  un- 
developed. The  Committee  thought  s r.  wise- 
that  the  same  policy  should  be  extended  to  the 
Association  as  is  granted  to  the  other  C<  mpa- 
nies,  and  that  they  should  receive  leases  of 
those  areas  that  they  actually  we-e  w o.  king, 
at  the  lime  the  present  lease  ex i ires.  At 
Spring  Hill  there  was  now  a v*  ry  valuable 
tract  of  coal  field  lying  undeveh.pt  d.  Parties 
who  had  contracted  for  the  building  of  the 
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railway  to  the  borders  of  New  Brunswick  had 
been  chiefly  induced  to  go  into  that  operation 
with  the  view  of  developing  this  coal  tract. — 
If  the  leases  were  not  extended, the  resources  of 
these  gentlemen  would  have  been  crippled;  in 
fact  they  would  not  have  been  induced  to  enter 
into  the  construction  of  the  railway,  unless 
they  had  thought  that  the  Legislature  would 
grant  them  the  additional  privileges  that  the 
bill  would  give  them.  He  had  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  the  House  would  seethe  wisdom  of 
adopting  a policy  which  would  so  largely  pro- 
mote the  introduction  of  capital  into  this 
country. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  he  would  like  to 
see  all  the  gentlemen  personally  interested  in 
coal  mines  leave  the  House  and  allow  the  re- 
mainder to  settle  the  present  question.  It  was 
in  the  interest  of  the  whole  Province  that  a 
question  of  such  great  magnitude  should  be 
discussed  and  decided  in  a manner  that  would 
promote  the  pubic  welfare.  Of  the  thirty  or 
forty  companies  to  which  leases  had  been 
granted,  23  were  shipping  coal  at  this  moment. 
Five  of  these  were  exporting  an  average  of  45,- 
000  tons  a year,  or  more  than  half  the  average 
of  the  Mining  Association.  There  were  17 
mines  going  ou  and  doing  a business  which  was 
increasing  very  rapidly.  It  was  a matter  of 
notoriety  that  members  of  these  companies 
were  annually  dividing  large  sums  derived  as 
profit  from  the  mining  operations.  If  the  Re- 
ciprocity Treaty  had  not  been  abrogated — if 
our  coal  was  not  to  be  henceforth  subject  to  a 
duty  in  the  American  market, there  was  no 
branch  of  trade  that  could  be  carried  on  with 
such  prospects  of  success  a»  the  coal  business. 
The  repeal  of  the  treaty  naturally  produced  a 
check  upon  the  mining  operations,  but  was  that 
any  reason  why  the  House  should  tie  up  the 
bands  of  posterity  to  meet  a present  emergency. 
He  had  no  fear  that  the  Reciprocity  Treaty 
would  long  continue  repealed,  and  was  opposed 
to  any  legislation  that  would  be  of  a perma- 
nent character  in  connection  with  the  royalty. 
There  was  no  tax  that  you  could  impose  that 
was  more  easily  borne  than  that  now  imposed 
upon  coal,  and  it  was  unwise  to  impose  any  re- 
strictions upon  the  Legislature  twenty  years 
hence.  If  we  tied  up  our  hands  now,  the  Legis- 
lature could  iu  1885  impose  an  export  duty  if 
they  wished  ir.  The  House  should  remember 
that  the  province  was  on  the  eve  of  an  impor- 
tant change  in  its  political  condition,  and  it 
was  therefore  unwise  to  restrict  the  Legisla- 
ture twenty  years  hence  from  taking  that 
course  it  might  think  proper  in  respect  to  the 
revenue  that  ought  to  be  derived  from  our 
mineral  wealth  on  which  the  local  institutions 
would  so  largely  depend.  He  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  encourage  the.  introduction  of  capital 
by  extending  the  leases,  but  not  to  go  so  far  as 
to  touch  the  question  o t the  royally.  What  he 
would  propose  would  be  to  extemt  the  leases 
for  30  years  from  188(5,  on  the  payment  of  a line 
equivalent  to  one  year’s  net  profit  of  the  mine 
estimated  ou  au  average  of  the  three  years  im- 
mediately preceding  the  expiration  of  the  pre- 
sent leases,  (that  was  a British  principle  fami- 
liar to  all  lawyers.)  The  right  to  renew  should 
only  apply  to  cases  where  all  the  regulations  of 
the  law,  and  the  royalty  had  been  p rid.  After 
the  year  1885  the  legislature  might  revise  and 
alter  the  royalties,  hut  no  alterations  should  be 


made  until  then,  nor  should  any  export  duty 
be  levied  in  the  meantime. 

Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  said  that  he 
found  there  was  little  difference  between  the 
views  of  the  hon.  gentleman  and  the  Com- 
mittee. He  was  ready  to  support  the  exten- 
sion of  the  leases  and  only  differed  as  to  the 
question  of  royalty.  No  one,  indeed,  would 
fail  to  see  the  urgency,  under  existing  circum- 
stances of  doing  all  in  the  power  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  promote  the  introduction  of  British 
capital  into  the  country.  The  facts  before  the 
House  proved  that  whilst  the  leases  were  so 
short  in  their  tenure  British  capitalists  would 
not  invest  any  capital  in  mining  enterprizes 
iu  this  Province.  It  was  because  he  felt  the 
importance  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
mines, in  the  event  of  important  changes  that 
were  in  progress,  that  he  wished  to  encourage 
the  development  of  this  valuable  source  of 
wealth.  W e had  a right  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments as  would  increase  our  resources. — 
Unless  we  gave  that  guarantee  to  capitalists 
that  this  Bill  gave  in  extending  the  leases  aud 
fixing  the  terms,  no  benefit  was  conferred,  no 
capitalist  could  feel  secure  when  the  Legisla- 
ture might  step  in  and  say  they  would  impose 
a royalty  of  five  shillings  instead  of  sixpence 
a ton.  As  respects  the  principle  of  a fine,  he 
saw  no  objection  to  that;  for  British  capitalists 
were  quite  conversant  withit. 

Hon.  Attorney  General  said,  that  if  he 
were  not  persuaded  that  it  was  for  the  public 
interests  that  the  leases  should  be  extended 
he  would  not  be  found  supporting  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House.  Facts  within  his  own 
knowledge — the  memorials  before  the  House 
showed  quite  conclusively  that  British  capital 
would  not  he  stimulated  to  come  into  the 
country  unless  some  such  measure  would  be 
passed  by  the  Legislature.  No  Company 
would  be  willing  to  invest  £200,000  in  a mining 
enterprize,  the  lea.se  of  which  only  lasted  for 
20  years  hence.  They  might  only  be  on  the 
point  of  receiving  profit  out  of  their  operations 
when  the  leases  terminated  in  1886;  it  came 
out  of  the  arrangement  with  the  Mining  Assoc- 
ation.  If  it  had  not  been  for  that  fact,  the 
leases  would  have  been  made  of  far  larger 
duration.  It  was  for  us  now  to  consider 
whether  it  was  for  the  interests  of  the  country 
to  pass  the  measure — whether  it  would  stimu 
late  capital  aud  enterprize.  British  capitalists 
stated  they  would  not  iuvest  their  money 
under  existing  circumstances.  One  of  the 
largest  companies  now  vYorking  in  this  Prov- 
ince had  approached  the  House  aud  stated 
that  their  operations  were  crippled  by  the 
shortness  of  the  leases.  The  very  uncertainty 
that  now  existed  naturally  retarded  the  intro- 
duction of  capital,  and  the  display  of  enter- 
prize. It  was  evident  however,  that  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion  existed  as  to  the  necessity 
of  extending  the  leases;  aud  it  was  therefore 
superfluous  to  discuss  that  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject. The  next,  question  was,  upon  what  terms 
the  leases  should  be  extended.  It  was  not  wise 
to  impose  a heavy  royalty  upon  coal.  It  was 
indeed  questionable  policy  to  tax  a product 
which  was  necessary  for  fuel,  and  for  the  pro- 
motion of  manufactures;  hut  as  the  necessities 
of  the  country  demanded  that  some  royalty 
should  he  exacted,  it  should  be  made  as  fight 
as  possible.,  Under  these  circumstances  he 
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thought  it  wise  to  extend  the  leases  and  fix  the, 
terms  the  same  as  they  are  now,  that  is, 
6d  a ton.  It  was  necessary  to  give  capital- 
ists all  the  secuiity  that  the  House  could  afford, 
consistently  with  the  public  interests.  Every 
person  in  Nova  Scotia  was  quite  prepared  to 
run  the  risk  of  having  the  leases  renewed  in 
1*88,  but  parties  abroad  required  a guarantee. 
Unless  the  terms  were  agreed  upon  before 
hand  how  was  an  English  Company  to  feel 
that  they  were  secure  from  any  arbitrary  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  of  some  future  Legislature. 
If  the  amount  of  royalty  was  not  defined,  the 
question  would  be  left  in  an  exceedingly  un- 
satisfactory state.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
fine,  provided  that  the  royalty  was  settled. — 
He  trusted  the  House  would  look  at  the  ques- 
tion with  a single  eye  to  the  promotion  of  the 
public  interests. 

The  debate  was  adjourned  and  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April  25 

The  house  met  at  3 orclock. 

The  house  went  into  committee  and  passed  a 
number  of  bills  : — The  bill  to  alter  and  amend 
proceedings  in  Equity;— to  incorporate  the  S:. 
Lawrence  Coal  Company; — to  amtnd  the  Grand 
Jury  Act  of  the  County  of  Halifax;  to  authorise 
the  sale  of  bchool  houses  in  certain  cases. 

THE  ASSESSMENT  BILL. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  amend  chap-  45 — “ Coun 
ty  Assessment”  was  taken  up  and  discussed. 

Hon  Atty  General  explained  the  innume- 
rable difficulties  that  would  arise  in  the  carrying 
out  of  a law  so  general  in  its  scope.  He  was 
afraid  if  it  was  attempted  to  carry  it  out  in  its 
present  shape,  that  such  a feeling  would  be  crea- 
ted as  to  prevent  it  producing  any  useful  effect. — 
He  would  prefer  that  the  bill  should  be  confined 
to  money  for  taxation.  There  was  no  machine- 
ry to  carry  it  out,  and  much  injustice  would 
arise. 

Mi.  S.  Campbell  approved  of  the  proposition 
cf  the  Attorney  General. 

Mr  Archibald  was  persuaded  that  the  public 
interests  required  such  a bill-  The  rich  do  not 
now  contribute  their  fair  proportion  of  taxation, 
in  comparison  with  the  poor.  The  poor  fisher- 
men and  labourers  were  exempt  under  the  bill. 

Hon  Atty.  General  din  not  believe  the  bill 
provided  the  machinery  sufficient  to  carry  out  a 
bill  of  so  extended  a nature.  Mistakes  would 
certainly  occur.  Certain  classes  of  persons,  mer- 
chants among  others,  would  be  taxed  two  or 
three  times. 

Mr  McLelan  did  not  think  that  the  bill  would 
turn  out  as  uselul  and  just  as  the  hon  introducer 
appeared  to  imagine  it  would. 

Mr  Parker  could  not  understand  why  so  much 
opposition  was  raised  against  the  bill 

Hon  Prov.  i-ECRETARY  thought  the  bill  a 
good  one ; it  was  one  rendered  necessary  by  the 
act  now  on  the  statute  book  providing  fjr  assess- 
ment as  a means  of  support  for  schools.  A large 
portion  of  the  objection  that  was  excited  against 
the  school  bill  arose  out  of  the  fact  that  the  taxa- 
tion bore  unequally.  The  present  bill  he  believ- 


ed, went  to  remedy  that  difficulty  to  a large  ex- 
tent. 

Mr  Brown  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  though  he 
was  afraid  difficulty  would  be  found  in  ascertain- 
ing the  amount  of  a man’s  income. 

Hon  Mr.  McFarlane  thought  that  the  bill  was 
too  sweeping  in  its  character,  and  agreed  with  the 
Attorney  General. 

Hon  Atty.  General  said  that  any  number 
of  complaints  would  arise  under  the  bill ; the 
sessions  would  not  be  able  to  decide  the  disputes, 
and  much  litigation  would  arise.  An  income 
tax  had  never  been  resorted  to,  except  in  cases  of 
extremity.  Such  a bill,  so  sweeping  in  its  na- 
ture, had  never  been  asked  for  by  the  country. — 
When  it  was  first  introduced  he  thought  it  was 
only  intended  to  apply  it  to  money  property. 

Hon  Fin.  Secretary  was  in  iavor  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  measure,  but  he  was  afraid  it  would 
be  impossible  to  carry  it  out  in  its  present  shape. 
A large  amount  of  injustice  might  be  inflicted 
upon  certain  classes  of  individuals  throughout  the 
country. 

Mr  Blanchard  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.  An 
income  tax  was  universally  recognised  as  the 
most  equable  mode  of  taxation.  The  present 
measure  went  to  equalise  taxation,  and  relieve 
the  industrial  classes  of  the  country. 

Hon  Attv.  General  said  that  the  bill  would 
create  confusion  throughout  the  country,  if  it  was 
left  in  its  present  shape  When  the  system  had 
been  tried  in  the  city  of  Halifax  it  bad  been  found 
to  work  most  unfair! v,  and  had  to  be  abandoned. 
He  moved  that  all  the  words  that  apply  to  “ in- 
come derived  by  any  person  from  any  trade,  occu- 
pation, or  profession,”  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  Tobin  bad  considered  the  subject,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  bill  was  a good 
one,  if  it  could  be  carried  out 

Mr  Blanchard  was  only  disposed  to  go  so  far 
as  to  tax  money. 

Mr  C.  J.  Campbell  looked  with  suspicion  on 
the  bill,  since  it  was  moved  by  the  hon  member 
for  Colchester;  he  was  afraid  of  experiments. 

Mr  Bill  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
changes  proposed.  He  did  not  think  that  much 
would  be  gained  by  taxing  the  professions  but  the 
principle  of  the  measure  was  good. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  expressed  his  belief  that 
the  bill  would  entail  a needlees  expense  on  the 
counties.  The  professional  man,  he  considered, 
was  already  taxed  in  the  house  and  furniture 
which  he  used,  and  the  burthen  would,  after  all, 
fall  upon  the  miner  and  the  fisherman,  while  the 
former  would  in  a great  measure  escape. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  replied  briefly  to  the  previ- 
ous observations  of  Mr  Archibald  —he  consider- 
ed himself  as  good  as  that  gentleman  in  every  re- 
spect. He  opposed  the  bill  as  bemg  likely  to 
impose  additional  taxation  upon  the  country,  and 
as  subjecting  the  business  of  individuals  to  an  un- 
pleasant enquiry. 

Hon  Atty  General  moved  that  the  clause  be 
struck  out 

For  the  motion  15.  Against  it  18. 

A slight  discussion  arising  upon  the  next 
clause,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was  ipostpou* 
edr  and  the  Committee  adjourned  • 
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Hon  Mr  McFarlane  introduced  a bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Nova  Scotia  Salt  Works  and  Explora- 
■ tion  Company. 

Mr  Archibald  introduced  a bill  to  amend 
chap.  65  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  relative  to  High- 
way Labor. 

Mr  C.  J Campbell  introduced  a bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  improvement  of  certain  roads  and 
bridges  in  the  County  of  Victoria. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  April  26. 

The  house  met  at  3 o’clock. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hon  Mr  McKinnon  presented  a report  from  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  in  the  absence  of  his  col- 
league he  did  not  consider  it  fair  to  appropriate 
the  road  grant  for  the  County  of  R.chmond.  He 
there ‘ore  moved  that  such  grant  be  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  Government.  Passed. 

PILOTAGE  BILL. 

Mr  Donald  Fraser  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Pilotage  Bill 

Mr  Miller  moved  that  the  bill  be  deferred  for 
three  months. 

Mr  D.  Ira;er  said  that  in  this  matter  the  pilots 
of  Pictou  merely  asked  to  be  placed  in  the  same 
position  as  the  pilots  of  Halifax.  The  bill  was 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  maintain  their  effi- 
ciency and  was  recommended  by  a large  number 
of  shipowners  and  merchants 

Mr.  Jas.  Fraser  said  that  if  the  House  wished 
to  leave  the  port  without  pilots  they  could  reject 
the  bill.  Unless  these  persons  were  enabled  to 
earn  a livelihood  by  their  c alling  they  must  aban- 
don their  business  and  a great  loss  of  property 
and  life  woald  be  the  result. 

Mr.  Miller’s  amendment  passed  19  to  14.  Mr. 
D.  Fraser  gave  notice  of  motion  to  rescind. 

poors’  asylum. 

Mr.  Blanchard  introduced  a bill,  as  a partial 
report  from  the  committee  on  Humane  institu- 
tions, relative  to  the  Poors’  Asylum  and  City 
Hospital  He  said  that  in  1864  an  act  was  passed 
to  vest  the  control  of  the  Asylum  in  a joint  Board 
of  Commissioners,  and  to  enable  them  to  erect  a 
new  Asylum  in  connection  with  the  City  Hospi- 
tal. Difficulty  had  subsequently  arisen  in  the 
settlement  of  the  question,  and  the  committee  had 
decided  on  introducing  this  bill  which  would  give 
authority  to  the  government  to  appoint  six  per- 
sons, the  City  Council  to  appoint  six  others,  to  be 
Commissioners  of  the  City  Hospital  and  Poors’ 
Asylum.  The  bill  then  vested  in  the  Board  the 
property  now  used  as  an  Asylum  and  the  City 
Hospital,  together  with  ten  or  twelve  acres  of 
land  surrounding  it,  giving  them  power  to  sell  the 
old  property  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
to  the  erection  of  a new  Asylum  in  connection 
with  the  Hospital.  It  then  provided  that  the  con- 
tribution to  these  institutions  from  the  Province 
and  City  should  be  considered  equal. 

quarantine  station. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  introduced  a bill  to  provide 
for  the  establishment  of  a quarantine  Station  at 
Halifax.  He  «aid  it  was  proposed  to  purchase  a 


suitable  locality  tor  the  station,  the  City  to  bear 
one  third  of  the  expense  of  maintenance  and  a 
tax  of  one  cent  per  ton  to  be  imposed  on  all 
vessels  over  100  tons  to  provide  a fund  for  main- 
taining this  establishment,  and  for  the  treatment 
of  sick  seaman. 

Mr.  Archibald  remarked  that  Halifax  was 
more  exposed  than  any  other  city  to  visitations 
from  vessels  bound  to  other  ports  with  diseases 
on  board. 

Mr.  Tobin  agreed  as  to  the  importance  of  the 
proposed  step,  but  be  doubted  the  expediency  of 
imposing  so  heavy  a share  of  the  burthen  on  the 
city.  The  matter  was  one  which  affected  the 
entire  Province,  and  the  tax  would  be  found 
very  onerous  to  the  citizens. 

Mr.  Bourinot  regretted  that  so  large  a portion 
of  the  expense  was  arranged  to  be  borne  by  the 
Province.  He  thought  that  the  shipping  interest 
should  contribute  largely.  It  was  a lasting 
stigma  upon  Halifax  that  no  efficient  Hospital 
had  been  established.  He  referred  to  the  neces- 
sity of  some  such  provision  in  other  localities 
and  mentioned  an  instance  which  had  occurred 
when  the  New  Mines  in  Cape  Breton  County 
were  visited  by  the  small-pox. 

BILLS. 

The  house  went  into  Committee  on  bills  and 
passed  the  bills  relating  to  the  International  Coal 
and  Mining  Company,  the  Trustees  of  Zion 
Church  Halifax,  the  North  Sydney  Marine  Rail- 
way Company,  the  Myra  Bay  Coal  Company, 
the  City  of  Halifax,  and  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  of  Lunenburg. 

EXTENSION  OF  MINING  LEASES. 

The  bill  relative  to  Mining  leases  was  next 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Bourinot  said  he  could  not  allow  a ques- 
tion so  intimately  affecting  the  county  he  repre- 
sented to  pass  without  some  comments.  The  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  which  he  was  a member 
recommended  that  the  tenure  of  the  leases  be  ex- 
tended forty  years  beyond  1886,  and  that  the 
same  amount  of  royalty  be  exacted.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  honorable  member  for  Colches- 
ter (Mr.  Archibald)  was  in  favour  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  leases  for  thirty  years,  on  the  payment 
of  a fine  equivalent  to  one  year’s  net  protit  of  the 
mine,  but  he  would  not  touch  the  question  of 
royalty.  No  doubt  appeared  to  exist  as  to  the 
propriety  of  extending  the  leases;  every  one  saw 
that  such  a measure  was  necessary  in  order  to  in- 
duce the  introduction  of  capital  for  the  develop- 
ment of  our  resources.  Capitalists,  as  it  had 
been  shown  to  the  House,  were  unwilling  to  invest 
their  moneyin  mining  enterprises  in  this  country, 
whilst  the  leases  only  lasted  for  twenty  years. 
In  England,  every  one  was  aware,  the  tenure  of 
the  leases  was  far  longer.  As  some  misappre^ 
hension  appeared  to  exist  in  respect  to  the  new 
mines  in  the  county  of  Cape  Breton,  he  felt  a few 
remarks  on  that  subject  were  demanded  from  him, 
Cape  Breton  exported  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
amount  of  coal  shipped  last  year — that  is,  400,000 
ont  of  600,000  tons  that  were  exported.  They 
had  14  mines  in  the  county  in  question,  the  whole 
of  them  were  not  yet  entirely  in  full  operation  * 
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There  was  the  Block  House,  which  exported 
101,960.  Those  who  have  visited  this 
mine  must  have  been  struck  with  the  large 
amount  of  enterprise  exhibited  at  that  lo- 
cality; you  would  see  fine  ranges  of  build- 
ings, a noble  wharf,  a fine  residence  where 
the  Superintendent  lived,  and,  in  fact,  all 
the  evidences  ef  energy  in  the  working  of 
the  mines.  Again,  there  was  the  u Gowrie”! 
adjoining  the  former,  the  property  of  a gen- 
tleman in  the  other  end  of  the  building ; 
that  mine  was  also  worked  with  energy  and 
economy.  Again  there  was  the  little  Glace 
Bay  Mine,  now  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  Nova 
Scotians,  though  originally  established  by 
American  capital.  There  a harbor  had 
been  made  by  the  expenditure  of  a vast 
amount  of  money,  and  vessels  of  all  sizes 
had  most  admirable  facilities  for  shipping- 
coal.  That  mine  exported  last  year  the 
large  amount  of  56,000  tons  of  coal. 
There  was  also  the  International  Coal  Com- 
pany. Within  his  own  knowledge  this 
Company,  although  hitherto  they  had  ex- 
ported little  coal,  were  taking  measures  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  a railway  and 
obtaining  those  facilities  of  shipment  that 
they  now  wanted. 

Again  there  was  the  New  Caledonia,  be- 
longing chiefly  to  Boston  capitalists,  car- 
ried on  by  Mr.  Poole,  a gentleman  of  scien- 
tific attainments,  well  known  to  many  here, 
and  admirably  were  his  mining  abilities 
evinced  in  the  works  of  that  mine.  They 
were  taking  steps  to  ship  any  quantity  of 
coal ; they  had  signed  a contract  for  making: 
a harbor  in  the  vicinity,,  for  which  they  will 
have  to  pay  $100,000  in  gold.  He  regretted 
that  the  Inspector  of  Mines  had  arrived  so 
late  as  to  prevent  him  inspecting  the  mines 
thoroughly,  and  giving  the  House  a full  re- 
port on  the  subject.  Indeed,  he  would  have 
wished  some  information  from  that  officer 
had  been  given  only  in  part.  The  useful- 
ness of  such  on  officer  could  not  be  over- 
estimated; for  it  was  his  duty  to  see  that 
the  rqines  were  worked  on  safe  principles. 
In  addition  to  the  mines  he  had  enumerated 
there  were  others  owned  by  enterprising  and 
responsible  parties,  who  were  taking  mea- 
sures for  the  shipment  of  coal.  Everybody 
knew  that  it  required  time,  and  the  expen- 
diture of  a large  sum  of  money  to  get  mines 
into  operation.  It  was  also  contemplated  in 
connection  with  the  mines  he  had  mention- 
ed, to  extend  a railway — and  that  was  only 
a question  of  time — to  Louisbourg,  the  an- 
cient Dunkirk  of  America.  Those  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  history  of  this 
country  were  aware  of  the  past  importance 
of  that  place,  the  rendezvous  of  the  ships 


that  traded  with  the  possessions  of  France 
on  this  continent.  It  was  one  of  the  finest 
ports  in  America,  being  accessible  at  all 
seasons.  There,  in  olden  times,  gathered 
ships  from  Louisiana,  the  West  Indies,  and 
Canada;  but  now  it  was  only  a desert. 
The  time,  however,  was  not  far  distant  when.; 
this  port  would  regain  its  former  position, 
and  become  one  of  the  greatest  commercial 
cities  of  British  North  America.  Nor  could 
he  refrain  from  referring  to  the  remarks  of 
that  eminent  Admiral,  the  Earl  of  Dundon- 
ald,  respecting  the  port  of  Sydney.  He  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  that  port,  time 
and  again,  and  he  had  told  him  (Mr.  B.) : 
u I have  visited  all  the  harbors  in  North 
America,  but  a nobler  one  I never  saw  : it 
is  large  enough  to  hold  all  the  fleets  in  the 
world  ; and  I would  like  to  spend  a month 
there  every  summer.”  He  Was  proud  to  be 
able  to  give  the  eulogy  of  a man  who  had 
won  such  fame  under  the  name  of  Cochrane. 

There  was  another  matter  in  connection  , 
with  this  subject  that  he  thought  it  proper  tn 
mention.  Whilst  in  Canada,  last  autumn,, 
he  had  been  introduced  to  the  President 
of  the  Gas  Company  at  Montreal  In  the 
presence  of  a large  number  of  merchants 
and  other  gentlemen,  he  had  asked  that 
gentleman  : What  will  you  take  from  us  in 
the  event  of  Confederation'?  You  will  not 
take  our  coal,  though  they  take  it  in 
New  York.  The  gentleman  in  question  re- 
plied, u you  have  no  gas  coal  it  produces  no 
cokfo.”  Fortunately  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  in  his 
possession  at  the  time,  a pamphlet  containing 
an  analysis  of  the  coal  of  Cape  Breton,  which  he 
was  able  to  hand  to  the  President  of  the  Mon- 
treal Gas  Company.  The  same  gentleman  had 
also  expressed  surprize  when  he  was  informed 
that  there  was  coal  in  Cape  Breton.  Facts  like 
these  showed  the  amount  of  ignorance  th^t  pre-  . 
Vdiled  abroad  respecting  the  nature  of  our  re*« 
sources,  and  he  trusted  every  means  would  be> 
afforded  of  circulating  information  on  our  capa- 
bilities Many  thousands  of  tons  of  coal  would- 
gradually  find  tfceir  way  into  Canada,  and  when 
the  Union  would  be  consummated  Cape  Breton 
would  soon  become,  from  its  geographical  po-  - 
sition— forming  as  it  were  the  key  of  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence  the  great  highway  to  Cana- 
da. Her  great  mineral  and  . other  resources’ 
must  make  Cape  Breton  an  important  commer- 
cial country.  It  was  far  better  to  form  part  of 
the  great  Confederation  than  remain  as  she  was  , 
now,  an  insignificant  appendage  of  Nova  Sco~ 
tia.  Jn  conclusion,  he  apologised  for  detaining, 
the  house  so  long,  and  expressed  his  hope  that; 
the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  would  be 
accepted,  for  he  wa3  persuaded  that  its  effect 
would  be  1 1 bring  capital  into  the  country,  and 
deveiope  our  resources. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  said  that  the  great  ob- 
ject of  all  legislation  on  the  present  questioa 
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should  be  to  develope  our  mineral  treasures  as 
speedily  as  possible.  No  douty;  capitalists  should 
have  a guarantee  that  they  would  have  such  a 
lease  of  their  mines  as  would  enable  them  to 
reap  sufficient  profit  for  their  outlay.  Owing 
to  the  arrangement  made  with  the  Mining  As- 
sociation the  leases  were  limited  to  a short 
period.  Capitalists  were  unwilling  to  invest 
any  large  sum  of  money  on  such  terms,  and 
therefore  it  was  now  for  the  house  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  extending  the  leases  to  such  a 
term  as  would  encourage  them  to  expend  their 
capital  in  this  country.  Every  year  that  passed 
necessarily  made  the  difficulty  greater,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  deal  with  the  matter  without 
delay.  Petitions  on  the  table  proved  conclu- 
sively the  opinion  that  was  entertained  by  mo 
nied  men  in  England  in  reference  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  their  capital  in  our  mines  Under 
these  circumstances  the  house  should  not  hesi- 
tate for  an  instant  to  a ''’opt  the  policy  of  extend- 
ing the  leases  He  did  not  think  the  sugges* 
tion  of  a fine  was  a bad  one  as  respects  the 
royalty  he  would  only  say  it  might  seem  as- 
suming too  much  to  legislate  for  the  future. 
That  matter  might  be  left  open. 

Hon  Mr.  McFarlane  said  that  if  the  house 
could  impose  a fine,  it  could  with  equal  pro- 
priety define  the  terms  of  the  royalty. 

Mr.  Tobin  considered  the  subject  under  con 
sideration  as  one  of  no  little  importance  No 
restrictions  were  placed  upon  a man  who  re- 
ceived a grant  of  land  from  the  Government, 
and  he  could  not  see  the  wisdom  of  a policy  that 
Imposed  them  upon  a man  who  invested  a large 
amount  of  capital  in  a mine,  and  did  so  much 
in  that  way  to  develope  the  resources  of  the 
country.  He  approved  of  the  policy  of  extend- 
ing the  leases  because  it  would  stimulate  the 
introduction  of  capital.  No  capitalists  would  de- 
velope our  mines  until  they  received  such  en- 
couragement as  the  bill  now  offered  to  them. 
The  first  thing  that  a capitalist  would  do 
who  thought  of  expending  his  money  in  this 
country  would  be  to  look  at  the  legislation  on  the 
subject  If  he  found  that  th  it  the  mining  leases 
bad  only  twenty  years  to  run,  he  would  hesi- 
tate before  investing  any  of  his  money  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  the  question  rea 
y before  the  house  was  whether  it  was  proper 
to  control  the  legislation  of  the  Legislature  20 
years  hence.  English  capitalists  merely  stated 
that  the  tenure  of  the  leases  was  too  short,  noth- 
ing more.  In  view  of  the  probability  of  a change 
in  the  political  conditon  of  the  country,  it  was 
advisable  to  let  the  term  on  which  the  leases 
should  be  extended  an  open  question. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  again  argued  in  favour  of 
arranging  the  details  of  the  measure.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  place  capitalists 
beyond  the  least  danger  of  being  unfairly  dealt 
with  hereafter.  Everybody  knew  that  coal 
operations  required  the  expenditure  of  a large 
amount  of  capital,  and  it  was  impossible  for  ca- 
pitalists to  invest  their  money  profitably  unless 
they  had  sufficient  time.  It  would  be  very  un- 


wise to  leave  the  present  question  in  abeyance 
for  twenty  years,  the  province  would  lose  a 
large  amount  of  capital,  and  necessarily  suffer 
a gre^t  pecuniary  loss.  No  one,  however,  ap- 
peared to  question  the  wisdom  of  extending  the 
leases.  Why  then,  take  exception  to  the  mere 
matter  of  detail,  namely,  the  terms  on 
which  the 7 should  be  extended  ? Capitalists 
required  such  guarantees  as  t!  e bill  gave  them, 
and  it  was  unwise  to  alter  it  as  some  gentlemen 
proposed  It  was  because  the  Government  saw 
the  importance  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
mines  that  they  wished  to  fix  the  amount  of 
royalty.  It  was,  indeed,  very  questionable  po- 
licy to  impose  any  duty  upon  a product  like 
coal,  which  was  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  comfort  and  progress  of  the  country.  The 
public  necessity  was  the  only  argument  in  fa- 
vor of  imposing  any  royalty.  He  knew  of  no 
countries  where  the  State  placed  such  restric- 
tion upon  coal  As  it  was,  however,  the  policy 
of  this  Province  to  tax  this  mineral,  it  was  advi- 
sable to  place  it  at  such  an  amount  that  it  would 
not  cramp  enterprize  whilst  it  benefited  the 
public  revenues 

Mr.  Bill  doubted  the  wisdom  of  the  policy 
adopted  in  the  bill  under  consideration  as  it 
went  too  far. 

After  more  desultory  discussion  to  the  same 
purport  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress 

The  House  adjourned. 

Eriday,  April  27,  1866. 

HALIFAX  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec.  moved  that  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  bill  in 
reference  to  Education,  by  which  the  clause  re- 
lating to  the  Halifax  Grammar  School  was 
struck  out,  be  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Blanchard  said  that  he  would  not  oppose 
the  motion  if  it  were  not  that  before  another 
year  matters  would  be  altered  by  the  sale  and 
purchase  of  property.  He  had  previously  de- 
clined to  divide  the  House  because  the  represen- 
tatives of  Halifax  had  supported  the  existing  ar- 
rangements of  the  school,  but  he  would  adopt  a 
different  course  now  as  members  of  the  Upper 
House  representing  Halifax  had  expressed  dif- 
ferent views. 

Hon.  Prov.  Sec’s  motion  passed  30  to  5. 
miscellaneous. 

Hon.  Ein.  Sec.  introduced  a bill  to  provide 
for  certain  expenses  connected  with  the  Civil 
Government. 

Mr.  Blanchard  submitted  a report  from  the 
Committee  on  Humane  Institutions.  The  Re- 
port was  received  and  adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon  said  that  the  Committee 
on  School  Lands,  after  carefully  examining  the 
subject  had  decided  to  report  favourably  of  the 
bills  to  authorize  the  sale  of  school  lands  at  Hor- 
ton, Onslow  and  Truro,  and  to  recommend  that 
the  bill  relative  to  Digby  school  lands  be  defer- 
red for  three  months. 

Mr.  Whitman  submitted  a report  from  the 
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Crown  Land  Committe.  The  report  was  receiv- 
ed and  adopted. 

EXTENSION  OP  MINING  TEASES. 

The  House  went  into  Committees  on  bills  and 
took  up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  extension  of 
the  Mining  leases.! 

Mr.  Blanchard  moved  that  a clause.be  added 
to  the  first  section,  providing  that  the  Legislature 
reserve  the  right  to  alter  the  royalty  on  coal  in 
1886. 

Mr.  Locke  spoke  in  favour  of  the  clause  pro- 
posed. He  thought  it  would  be  well  for  the  Le- 
gislature to  maintain  the  control  of  the  royalty. 

Hon.  Atty.  Gen.  said  that  the  Legislature 
could  in  1886  impose  an  export  duty  on  coal 
which  would  be  as  beneficial  as  an  inerease  of 
royalty.  The  Mining  Companies  would  fully 
understand  this  in  making  their  arrangements 
without  the  insertion  of  the  clause. 

Mr.  McLelan  thought  the  Legislature  would 
not  be  justified  in  running  20  years  ahead.  No 
one  could  tell  how  the  value  of  money  would  be 
effected  before  1886  or  what  change  might  occur. 

Mr.  Tobin  referred  to  a letter  whieh  he  had 
received  from  a gentleman  connected  with  the 
Myra  Bay  Coal  Company  and  corrected  a mis- 
take which  he  had  made  on  a previous  occasion 
in  stating  the  quantity  of  coal  raised  by  that 
company. 

Mr.  Miller  feared  that  the  amendment  might 
unnecessarily  clog  the  bill.  The  object  in  view 
could  be  as  well  attained  by  the  imposition  of  an 
export  duty. 

Mr.  Coffin  spoke  in  favour  of  the  amendment 
as  putting  all  the  circumstances  fairly  before  the 
companies. 

Hon.  Fin.  Sec’y.  considered  the  clause  unne- 
cessary as  the  Legislature  without  it  would  have 
the  power  to  review  the  matter  in  1886. 

Mr.  Killam  said  he  could  not  see  any  reason 
for  the  proposed  extension.  There  was  no  lack 
of  companies  and  if  there  were  more  the  competi- 
ion  would  do  more  harm  than  good.  To  change 
the  policy  of  the  country  to  suit  the  views  of  a 
few  companies  he  considered  unwise.  The  coun- 
try was  about  to' change  most  of  its  institutions, 
and  it  wa>  ungraceful  in  those  who  would  soon 
be  leaving  the  smaller  sphere  to  pass  an  actcon- 
trollingthc  Legislature  for  twenty  years  thereafter 
In  view  of  that  change  the  house  should  look 
around  and  see  from  what  source  the  revenues  of 
this  country  were  to  be  derived.  He  thought  that 
plenty  of  capital  could  be  found  without  resorting 
to  the  mode  of  inducing  investment. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  said  that  as  our  general 
revenues  were  ro  be  taken  away  there  was  all 
the  grt  ater  necessity  for  developing  those  re- 
sources which  were  left.  Some  of  the  Com- 
panies which  had  been  chartered  were  unable 
to  obtain  a dollar. 

Mr.  Allison— That  in  view  of  the  change  to 
be  made  by  Confederation  be  thought  it  would 
be  unwise  to  deal  with  the  matter  at  present. 
He  moved  that  in  the  opiffion  of  the  House  it 
would  be  unwise  to  disturb  existing  arrange- 
ments. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  said  that  nearly  all  admitted 
that  the  time  for  extend  mg  the  lease  had  come. 


He  referred  to  the  hostily  evinced  by  the  oppo- 
sition when  the  measure  to  reduce  the  revenue 
on  coal  was  brought  down  by  the  government, 
and  said  that  the  only  act  of  Mr.  Kill  m’s  life 
to  which  that  gentleman  could  point  as  favour- 
able to  the  interests  of  the  country  was  the 
vote  he  gave  for  that  measure,  being  associated, 
as  he  then  was,  with  the  party  whom  he  now 
opposed.  That  reduction,  so  far  from  having 
crippled  the  coal  revenue,  had  quadrupled  it. 
He  was  satisfied  that  the  passage  of  the  bill 
would  make  our  revenue  five  ttrnes  its  present 
amount. 

Mr.  Blanchard  agreed  that  the  extension 
of  the  leases  would  give  a valuable  impulse 
to  mining  operations,  but  be  did  not  see  why 
the  t9'  ms  on  which  the  extension  was  proposed 
should  uot  appear  on  the  face  of  the  bill. 

Mr  Killam  said  that  in  1858  ha  bad  been 
in  favour  of  getting  whatever  could  be  got 
from  the  company  having  the  sole  control 
but  the  proposition  now  was  to  lengthen  the 
period  in  which  the  Mining  Association  would 
enjoy  their  leases,  and  to  prevent  the  legisla- 
ture hereafter  from  dealing  with  the  question. 
The  action  of  some  members  reminded  him  of 
reading  a statement  of  the  difficulties  which 
the  Atlantic  Cable  Company  were  said  to  have 
experienced  in  getting  their  act  through  the 
Colonial  legislatures; — it  was  stated  that  the 
passage  of  their  bills  cost  them  $50,000.  Some 
inhueuces  seemed  to  be  at  work  on  this  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  McKay  spoke  briefly  in  support  ol  the 
amendment. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  contended  that  the  1 ill 
did  not  give  away  the  power  ot  future  legisla- 
tion because  an  export  duty  could  still  be 
imposed. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Campbell  said  he  contended  in 
1858  that  the  royalty  should  be  taken  off  alto- 
gether, and  the  result  shewed  that  he  was 
right.  At  present  foreign  coal  came  in  free  of 
duty  while  our  own  was  taxed.  He  did  not 
agree  that  the  coal  mining  was  the  most  legi- 
timate source  from  which  to  raise  a revenue. 
Such  a source  of  industry  should  he  as  free 
from  taxation  as  our  fisheries.  The  more  fully 
the  mines  were  developed  the  better  it  would 
be  for  every  man  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Killam  said  that  the  extension  of  the 
leases  was  contrary  to  all  principles  of  legisla- 
tion. He  was  as  anxious  as  any  member  to 
have  our  mines  developed,  and  had  on  his  own 
risk  shipped  20,000  tons  of  coal  last  season, 
but  he  did  not  wish  to  deprive  the  legislature 
of  its  control. 

Mr.  Parker  said  that  if  such  an  extension 
had  been  contemplated  in  1858  better  terms 
could  have  been  obtained  from  the  Associa- 
tion. He  was  opposed  to  limiting  the  power 
of  the  legislature  for  the  future. 

Mr.  LCngley  said  he  did  not  consider  the 
policy  contained  in  the  bill  a sound  and 
cautious  one.  The  exporc  of  coal  had  very 
largely  increased  since  1858,  and  it  was  possi- 
ble that  what  was  now  being  raised  was  as 
much  as  could  find  a ready  market.  He  was 
adverse  to  such  a long  period  of  prospective 
legislation.  He  was  in  favour  of  Mr.  Allison’s 
resolution,  and  was  opposed  to  any  fixing  of 
the  royally.  It  was  quite  as  reasonable  for 
the  companies  to  rely  on  the  generosity  of  the 
i legislature  as  to  call  upon  the  legislature  to 
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run  the  risk  of  legislating  40  years  ahead.  He 
did  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  in  obtaining 
capital  from  one  source  or  anothei , and  he 
thought  that  the  imposition  of  an  export  duty 
would  be  regarded  as  a breach  of  faith. 

Mr.  Churchill  thought  it  unwise  to  ex- 
tend the  leases  as  proposed.  The  bill  would 
give  large  privileges  to  the  General  Mining 
Association  without  doing  justice  to  the 
country. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec.  expressed  surprise  that  gen- 
tlemen from  the  wesern  counties  should 
oppose  a measure  so  necessary  to  enable  the 
treasury  to  meet  demands  which  would  be 
made  upon  it  in  the  extension  of  the  public 
works. 

Mr.  Tobin  referred  to  the  memorials  which 
had  been  presented  in  connection  with  this 
subject.  He  said  that  there  were  fourteen 
companies  not  raising  a ship  load  of  coal,  and 
they  only  required  the  assurances  which  the 
bill  would  give  them. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell,  said  that  in  committee  he 
had  opposed  the  extension  of  the  leaves.  He 
did  not  wish  to  see  the  agitation  in  refer- 
ence to  the  mining  monopolies  renewed.  He 
thought  that  many  of  the  companies  referred 
to  had  been  formed  merely  for  purposes  of 
speculation;  but  for  bona  'fide  companies  he 
believed  that  there  was  an  abundance  of 
capital  in  the  neighboring  country. 

Hon.  Atty.  Genl.  and  Mr.  Bourinot  de- 
fended the  companies  against  the  imputation 
just  made,  and  referred  to  the  difficulties 
which  had  to  be  encountered  in  mining  enter- 
prises. 

Mr.  Allison  withdrew  his  amendment. — 
Mr.  Blanchard’s  au  endment  passed  23  to 
21. 

MISCELL  ANEOTJS. 

Mr.  Blackwood  asked  the  government  to 
lay  on  the  table  correspondence  between  Capt. 
Chearnley  and  Sir  R.  G.  McDonnell  concern- 
ng  charges  of  unsoldierlike  conduce  against 
the  former. 

Mr.  Allison  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  to  divide  the  road  grant  for  Queen’s 
County  as  the  members  could  not  agree  upon 
the  division.  The  motion  passed.  Committee : 
Messrs.  Bill,  Lawrence  and  Donald  Fraser. 

Mr.  Tobin  presented  a petition  from  ihe 
merchants  and  citizens  of  Halifax  asking  that 
mortgages  be  exempted  from  city  taxation. 

Mr.  Longley  introduced  a bill  to  lay  off 
land  for  a public  landing  at  Pa  adise. 

Dr.  Brown  asked  whether  the  government 
were  in  possession  of  any  correspondence  re- 
lating to  the  western  extension  of  the  Railway. 

Hon.  Pro.  Sec,  replied  that  the  contractors 
had  informed  the  government  that  they  would 
he  prepared  to  undertake  to  work  immediately 
on  receiving  a certified  copy  of  the  act  of  incor- 
poration. 

Mr.  Moore  introduced  a bill  *o  incorporate 
Crye  al  Fount  Lodge  of  Good  Templars. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  introduced  a bill,  as  a 
partial  Report  from  the  Fishery  Committee, 
to  amend  the  act  relating  to  River  fisheries. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  28th  April. 

BILLS 

The  house  met  at  10  o’clock,  and  resolved  it 
sell  into  Committee  on  Bills,  passing  the  bill 


relative  to  the  sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
Cape  Breton,  the  bill  to  assess  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  plot  of  Dartmonth  ; the  bill  rela- 
tive to  the  establishment  of  a quarantine  sta- 
tion at  the  port  of  Halifax,  and  two  bills  con- 
cerning the  city  of  Halifax. 

In  the  bill  relative  to  the  extension  of  Mining 
Leases  the  provision  for  the  exaction  of  a fine 
from  the  Companies  was  struck  out.  The  bill 
then  passed,— also  the  bill  to  pr  vide  for  the  ap* 
pointment  of  a Judge  of  Probate  and  Registrar 
of  Deeds  for  the  district  of  BarriDgton  ; the  bill 
to  amend  the  law  relating  to  harbours  and  bar 
bour  Mast  rs,  and  the  bill  relative  to  the  parti- 
tion of  lands.  The  Committee  adjourned. 

Hon.  Atty  Gen.  introduced  a bill  to  en- 
able St.  Francis  Xaviers’  College  to  confer  de- 
grees. 

Monday,  April  30. 

House  met  a 3 o‘clock,  p.  m. 

A bill  to  appoint  a Registrar  of  Probate  and 
of  Deeds  in  the  District  of  Barrington,  was  ob- 
jected to  by  Mr.  Pryor  and  other  gentlemen, 
on  the  ground  that  the  principle  was  danger- 
ous. Other  districts  might  come  in  and  de- 
mand the  same  right.  On  the  other  hand  it 
was  argued  that  the  bill  was  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  peculiar  situation  of  Barrington. 
On  a division  the  bill  was  sustained  by  13 
or  33. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fisheries. 

Hon.  Prov.  Secretary  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  passed  unanimously: 

“ Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  he  authoriz- 
ed to  advance  a sum  not  exceeding,  on  the 
whole,  $5,000,  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a Quar- 
antine Hospital  at  the  principal  outports  of  the 
Province,  on  being  shown  that  such  expendi- 
ture will  tend  to  preserve  the  public  health, 
and  prevent  the  spread  of  a contagions  or  in- 
fectious disease,  and  that  an  equal  sum  has 
been  provided  by  the  County  in  which  the  out- 
port  seeking  such  outlay  is  situated.” 

The  hon.  gentleman  then  laid  on  the  table 
copies  of  despatches  relative  to  the  fisheries; 
also,  a copy  of  an  address  by  members  of  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature  to  the,  Queen,  on 
the  subject  of  Confederation,  with  a Minute  of 
the  Executive  Council  in  answer  thereto. 

Hon  Attorney  General  introduced  the 
following  bills,  which  were  also  read  a second 
time  by  common  consent: 

To  alter  and  amend  the  Act  for  Incorporat- 
ing the  Mutual  Bank. 

An  addition  to  the  act  for  facilitating  the 
settlement  of  titles  in  Cape  Breton. 

To  compel  the  payment  of  balances  due  on 
applications  for  Crown  Lands. 

To  provide  against  the  introduction  of  dis- 
eased cattle. 

To  provide  for  the  seizure  of  arms  and  mu- 
nitions of  war. 

To  amend  Chapter  25,  Rev.  Stat.,  “Mines  and 
Minerals.” 

To  enforce  the  taking  of  the  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance. 

Mr.  Tobin— a bill  to.  establish  a Merchants’ 
Shipping  Office  in  Halifax. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shannon— to  appoint  a Harbor 
Master  in  the  city.  The  hon.  gentleman  sub- 
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sequently  withdrew  the  hill  ou  being  informed 
by  Mr.  Tobin  that  a large  number  of  merchants 
were  opposed  to  it,  and  that  it  would  provoke 
discussion.  It  was  understood  that  no  new 
bills  would  be  introduced  that  would  cause  de- 
bate. 

Hon  Mr  Shannon  also  introduced  a bil 
concerning  the  erection  of  buildings  in  the  city 
of  Halifax  ; it  was  rendered  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  public  health. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee  and 
passed  a number  of  bills,  viz.  : 

To  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  Church  at  Lunenburg. 

To  incorporate  the  Salt  Works  Company. 

To  extend  the  time  for  prepayment  of  a. loan 
to  Pictou. 

To  alter  and  amend  chap,  relating  to  Mines 
and  Minerals. 

To  amend  chap  94,  Deep  Sea  Fisheries. 

To  regulate  Poors’  Asylum  in  Halifax. 

The  bill  relative  to  Middle  River  Congrega- 
tion was  not  pressed,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  C. 
J.  Campbell  and  the  Financial  Secretary,  who 
thought  it  advisable  to  allow  such  questions  to 
be  settled  amicably  outside  of  the  House. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourn- 
ed. 

Tuesday,  May  1. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

Mr  Miller  said  he  wished  to  avail  himse'f  of 
this  opportunity  of  replying  to  some  of  the  slan- 
ders and  misrepresentations  which  had  appeared 
in  reference  to  himself  in  a portion  of  the  public 
press.  A fortnight  ago,  or  thereabouts,  an  ex- 
citing debate  had  taken  place  in  which  the  hon 
member  for  East  Halifax  bad  occupied  a po  ition 
in  which  no  member  of  that  House  ever  stood 
before,  presenting  a spectacle  which  must  con-  ! 
vince  the  country  that  if  there  was  a man  whose 
utterances  were  entitled  to  no  respect,  it  was  that 
gentleman.  On  that  occasion  Mr  Annand  had 
brought  two  charges  against  his  (Mr  M's)  veraci- 
ty, which  had  been  conclusively  met  and  exposed 
on  the  instant;  - first  as  to  the  conversation  with 
hon  Geo  Bro\yn,  in  reference  to  which  he  (Mr  A) 
had  said  that  the  report  of  the  conversation  as  de- 
tailed by  him  (Mr  Mj  was  incorrect; — the  second 
ia  refereuee  to  the  Inverness  petitions  Yet,  on 
the  following  day,  the  hon  member  had  the  hardi- 
hood gto  announce  in  the  Chronicle  that  he  had 
succeeded  iu  bringing  home  a charge  against  hmu. 
If  the  individual  who  inspired  that  journal  made 
this  charge  publicly,  in  his  proper  person,  if 
would  be  as  harmless  as  the  idle  words,  because 
to  enable  one  man  to  injure  another  by  fixing  any 
charge  on  him,  it  was  requisite  the  accusation 
should  proceed  from  an  individual  who  possessed 
some  character— otherwise  the  attempt  merely  ex- 
hibited the  baseness  of  the  source  from  which  the 
charge  proceeded,  and  would  recoil  on  him  who 
made  it. 

At  the  instance  of  Mr  S.  Campbell  the  galleries 
were  cleared,  but  subsequently  re-opened. 

Mr  Miller  continued: — He  did  not  feel  it  neces- 
sary to  make  these  observati  ins  merely  because 
Mr  Annand.  in  the  Chronicle,  had  slandered  him, 
but  because  there  were  many  persons  who  were 
not  sufficiently  intelligent  to  discriminate  between 


he  statements  of  that  journal,  which  were  merely 
the  effusions  of  the  member  for  East  Halifax,  and 
the  public  opinion  which  it  pretended,  however 
falsely,  to  reflect.  He  asked  who  was  there  less 
able  than  the  member  for  East  Halifax  to  niako 
improper  charges,  or  who  should  be  more  back- 
ward in  maligning  and  slandering  another'?  That 
mennher’s  name  recently  appeared  appended  to  au 
address  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  the 
first  paragraph  of  which  contained  an 
expression  of  the  loyalty  of  those  who 
signed  it,  and  yet  one  had  only  to  turn  back  his 
recollection  a short  time  to  recall  the  period  when 
the  hon  member  expressed  the  wish  that  the  day 
would  come  when  “the  stars  and  stripes  would 
wave  over  citadel  hill!’  Was  the  man  who 
could  utter  such  a traitorous  sentiment  as  that  in  a 
pm  ition  to  make  a charge  against  another  '? — 
Within  a few  weeks  the  same  member  had  been 
guilty  of  a similar  crime,  and  had  been  heard 
expressing  the  wish  in  the  public  streets  “that. 
50,000  Fenians  would  land  in  Canada.”  And 
nevertheless  this  was  t^e  man  who  applied  the 
term  “ traitor”  to  members  who  were  acting  in 
accordance  with  the  declared  wishes  and  policy 
of  the  Queen’s  Government,  and  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  The  humiliating  apology 
made  by  the  hon  member,  suffused  with  shame 
as  he  stood  when  charged  with  these  expressions, 
was  ample  proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  assert 
ions  in  reference  to  the  position  which:  he  occu- 
pied. The  man  who  thus  stood  convicted  of 
treason  by  his  own  admission  was  the  mau  who 
used  the  press  under  his  control  to  disseminate 
falsehoods,  scatter  seditious  sentiments,  broad- 
cast over  the  country,  and  create  the  worst  feel- 
ings for  the  worst  purposes,  Mr.  Annand  had 
; brought  forward  letters  from  his  friends  to  ex- 
culpate himself  from  this  last  charge  of  treason- 
able conduct,  but  it  would  be  recollected  that 
those  letters  conclusively  established  his  gu:lt. — 
The  hon  member  had  suppressed  them  in  the 
publication  of.  his  speech,  and  had  declined  to 
lay  them  on  the  table.  But  what  more  1 . In  his 
speech  on  the  Resolution  for  Union  that  gentle- 
man had  asserted  that  he  had  been  offered  “ money 
place  and  preferment  ” if  he  would  support  Con- 
federation. These  words  were  taken  down  by  a 
number  of  gentlemen,  and  were  telegraphed  to 
Mr  Brown  who  pronounced  the  assertion  a “ vii- 
lianous  falsehood.’’  At  the  conclusion  of  that 
speech  he  (Mr  M)  rose  and  stated  a report  of  that 
conyers anon  given  to  him  by  Mr  Annand  at  the 
time,  and  the  reply  then  made  was  that  he  had 
not  related  correctly  what  was  reported  as  having 
passed,  while  on  the  following  day  the  member 
for  East  Halifax  admitted  that  his  .(Mr  M’s)  state- 
ment was  substantially  correct.  These  facts  ap- 
pear d n the  official  reports,.  That  hon  member 
had  done  more — he  denied  having  used  the 
word  money  in  connection  with  Mr  Brown’s 
name.  A dozen  gentlemen  instantly  con 
tradicted  him  from  their  notes,  and  the  of- 
ficial report  shewed  that  his  denial  was  in- 
correct. What  was  the  veracity  of  such  a 
man  worth?  If  he,  Mr.  Miller,  had  been  com- 
pelled to  admit  himself  guilty  of  traitorous 
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language,  and  was  convicted  of  untruthful 
statements  on  the  floors  of  Parliament,  and, 
had  to  confess  that  a gentleman  whom  he  had 
flatly  contradicted  had  substantially  told 
the  truth,  and  at  the  same  time  to  withdraw 
a slander  against  another  man  there  would 
have  been  good  foundation  for  impugning 
his  veracity  ; that  was  not  his  case.  The 
member  for  East  Halifax  feeling  the  hu- 
miliation of  his  position  saw  the  necessity  of 
drawing  attention  from  himself  to  others, 
and  did  what  no  honorable  man  Under  the 
same  circumstances  would  do — he  meanly 
revealed  the  secrets  of  confidential  inter- 
course, which  was  in  keeping  with  his 
conduct  from  beginning  to  end,  and  had  ex- 
cited the  disgust  even  of  his  friends.  It 
\vas  such  conduct  that  had  induced  one 
member  after  another  in  the  Legis- 
lature, to  scout  the  hon.  member’s  leader- 
ship as  they  were  obliged  to  do  out  of  con- 
sideration for  their  own  character  and  po- 
sition. Private  conversations  had  thus  been 
revealed  by  Mr.  Annand  whenever  they 
suited  him,  without  any  justification  on  his 
part.  No  men  can,  for  any  time,  act  po- 
litically together  without  confidential  com- 
munications which  subsequent  differences 
justified  neither  in  revealing.  He  Mr.  M.  had 
been  acting  with  the  anti-Confederate  party 
against  the  Quebec  scheme,  but  only  again  st 
that  scheme,  and  had  then  much  confi- 
dential intercourse  wfith  Mr.  Annand  and 
others,  but  the  first  man  had  yet  to  hear 
any  of  it  disclosed.  A different  course  was 
now  necessary  in  self-defence.  Fortunate- 
ly he  had  not  placed  himself  in  Mr.  An- 
nand’s  power,  and  could  defy  his  malice. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  produced  a paper 
to  shew  that  a statement  made  by  him  in 
reference  to  the  Inverness  petitions  was 
incorrect,  and  had  asserted  that  he,  Mr 
Miller,  had  denied  sending  such  petitions 
into  the  country.  The  House  knew  he  had 
done  nothing  of  the  sort,  but  boldly  avowed 
that  up  to  early  in  the  present  Session  every 
exertion  he  could  use,-  and  every  means 
within  his  power  were  put  forward  to  defeat 
Confederation  oh  the  Quebec  basis.  He 
wished  to  get  that  scheme  before  the  peo- 
ple, because  he  knew  it  would  be  defeated. 
If  this  paper  proved  anything  it  only  was 
that  those  petitions  were  sent  into  Inverness 
six  days  alter  instead  of  a few  days  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  but  that  pa- 
per was  written  before  the  Legislature  met  ; 
when  it  had  been  handed  to  the  printer  he 
could  not  say.  Mr.  Annand  had  subse- 
quently to  admit  the  charge  in  reference  to 
the  two  petitions,  in  connection  with  which 
the  dispute  arose,  was  unfounded, he  himself 


having  sent  those  petitions  to  Inverness, 
and,  as  a further  proof,  they  were  returned 
to  him  when  signed.  Even  without  this 
admission,  any  charge  from  such  a quarter 
would  require  some  further  evidence  than 
the  assertions  of  a man  whose  statements 
had  been  publicly  branded  as  viilianous 
falsehoods.  The  discrepancy  was  of  little 
consequence,  whatever  it  was.  Mr.  An- 
nand had  said,  in  one  of  his  speeches,  that 
if  it  were  not  that  he,  Mr.  M.,  had  been  so 
careful  of  the  expenditure  of  a few  shillings, 
the  petition  for  Inverness  would  have  been 
sent  by  him.  Did  not  this  shew  that  the 
subject  was  talked  over  before  the  franking 
privilege  was  possessed  by  members'?  But 
Mr.  Annand  knowing  what  he  did  should 
be  the  last  to  charge  penuriousness  on  him. 
No  member  was  less  open  to  such  a charge,. 
In  reference  to  it,  he,  Mr.  M.,  would  state  a 
few  undeniable  facts;  three  years  ago  when 
he  had  gone  to  run  his  election,  it  had  been 
stated  that  he  had  received  a large  sum  of 
money  from  the  Liberal  party  to  secure  the 
County  of  Richmond.  He  had  to  meet  this 
slander  everywhere  during  his  canvass,  but 
the  truth  wras  that  every  sixpence  of  his  Ex- 
penditure on  that  occasion  had  been  borne 
by  himself,  and  that  contest  was  fairly 
gained  without  the  slightest  understanding 
existing  anyw7here  with  reference  to  his 
subsequent  action. 

If  any  one  here  or  elsewhere  could  contra- 
dict him  let  it  be  done.  He  could  further 
say  that  his  opposition  to  the  Quebec  scheme 
had  cost  more  than  any  five  of  the  richest 
merchants  of  Halifax  who  had  the  credit  of 
contributing  so  largely  in  support  of  the 
anti-union  cause.  He,  Mr.  M.,  had  gone 
into  the  country  during  the  busy  seasons 
for  weeks  to  canvass  and  hold  public  meet- 
ings at  a heavy  personal  expenditure,  every 
cent  of  which  came  out  of  his  own  pocket, 
although  there  was-  a fund  from  which  his 
expenses  might  be  paid  but  which  he  al- 
ways declined  to  touch.  This  contrasted 
strongly  with  the  conduct  of  a member  who 
would  not  go  on  a flying  visit  to  one  of  the 
western  counties  for  two  or  three  days 
without  having  his  expenses  paid,  but  who 
now  made  this  charge  of  penuriousness 
against  one  who  he  knew  had  acted  with  a 
disinterestedness  ill-becoming  his  means. 
In  going  to  Lunenburg  he  left  his  business 
at  much  loss  and  incurred  much  hardship 
and  inconvenience  and  still  contributed  to 
the  election  fund  sufficient  to  meet  his  own 
expenses,  refusing  to-  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  bag  which  was  carried  by  the 
Editor  of  the  Citizen  who  had  since  given 
no  account  of  the  contents  although  called 
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upon  so  to  do.  Mr.  McDonald  put  nothing 
into  the  fund  whatever  he  may  have  taken 
out,  yet  he  was  one  of  the  men  to  impute 
corruption  to  others.  The  member  for  East 
Halifax,  a few  days  ago,  had  taken  up 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House  in  defining 
his  position,  but  it  could  be  defined  in  half 
a dozen  words  : his  position  was  that  of  the 
fag  of  another  man.  It  was  notorious  that 
Mr.  Annand  had  no  idea  or  will  of  his  own 
but  had  drawn  all'  his  inspiration  during 
the  twenty  odd  years  he  had  been  in  public 
life  from  a well  known  source.  He  was 
simply  a puppet  in  the  hands  of 
another.  When  the  House  met  that 
gentleman’s  object  was  to  become  the 
leader  of  the  Anti-Confederate  party ; 
and  it  was  generally  supposed  that 
when  in  England  he  had  represented 
himself  in  that  character  to  Mr.  Cadwell, 
who  must  have  conceived  a very  poor 
opinion  of  that  party  from  that  circumstance. 
He,  Mr.  M.,  had  not  of  course  attended  the 
caucus  of  the  Liberal  party  at  the  opening 
of  the  Session,  nor  had  he  attended  any 
caucus,  but  he  was  reliably  informed  that  at 
that  meeting  the  member  for  East  Halifax 
had  been  left  in  a minority  of  one,  himself 
voting,  on  the  proposition  to  supplant  Mr. 
Archibald  by  Mr.  Annand  as  leader — a mi- 
nority, it  would  be  admitted,  neither  re- 
spectable in  point  of  numbers  nor  other- 
wise. From  that  day  the  hon.  member  had 
commenced  a most  tortuous  course  in  rela- 
tion to  Confederation,  which  clearly  proved 
that  personal  position  was  his  sole  aim. 
He  had  told  him,  Mr.  Miller,  that  he  was 
willing  to  give  the  whole  thing  up  and  that 
he  intended  to  visit  Fredericton  aud  com- 
municate with  Mr.  Smith  of  New  Brunswick 
on  a scheme  of  Union  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Legislature.  That  fact  was  notorious  to 
many  in  the  city,  and  it  dare  not  be  denied.- 
For  a whole  week  his  departure  for  that 
Province  was  expected, — he  did  not  go  for 
reasons  unnecessary  to  mention, but  from  the 
day  when  his  leadership  had  been  repudi- 
ated he  had  been  ready  to  adopt  any  com- 
promise, and  had  spoken  to  him  to  that  ef- 
fect. This  was  the  action  of  the  gentleman 
who  had  yet  to  hear  the*  first  argument 
in  favor  of  Confederation.  Early  in  March 
Mr.  Annand  accosted  him,  Mr.  Miller,  at 
the  door  of  the  Province  Building,  and  sig- 
nified his  intention  of  coming  down  to  the 
House  to  define  his  position,  espousing 
Confederation,  and  proposing  a resolution 
by  which  the  details  of  the  scheme  would 
be  left,  as  was  then  known  to  be  the  gene- 
ral wish  of  the  friends  of  union,  to  the  Im- 
perial Government.  In  that  conversation 


Mr.  Annand  added,  u if  you  Eastern  men 
stick  out,  you  will  get  into  the  same 
difficulty  that  your  people  are  in  in 
New  Brunswick.”  Implying  a threat  as 
he,  Mr.  Miller,  believed,  that  the  charges  of 
disloyalty  and  sympathy  with  Fenianism,  which 
had  been  made  by  an  injudicious  portion  of  the 
Confederate  press,  of  that  province  against  certain 
members  of  the  Koman  Catholic  body  who  op- 
posed Union,  would  be  brought  against  gentle- 
men representing  the  Eastern  counties.  These 
he  suspected  to  be  the  tactics  about  to  be  resort- 
ed to,  and,  recollecting  the  past,  he  justly  feared 
them.  Mr.  Annand  had  at  that  time  expressed 
a fervent  wish  that  “ Mr.  Howe  would  come 
home*”  Whether  that  gentleman’s  arrival  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  change  in  the  hon.  mem- 
ber’s views  and  actions  he  would  not  pretend  to 
say.  He  would  admit  that  the  tortuous  cause 
pursued  by  the  lion,  member  had  some  influ- 
ence on  his  (Mr.  Miller’s)  action,  but  his  mind 
was  chiefly  influenced  by  higher  considerations. 
About  the  same  time  the  last  hope  of  the  re- 
newal of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  by  legislation 
or  otherwise  had  fled,  the  Fishery  difficulty 
was  on  our  hands,  Fenianism  had  assumed  an 
alarming  attitude,  and  the  necessity  for  action 
became  imminent.  It  was  under  this  necessi- 
ty that  he  reluctantly  yielded  his  opinion  in  re- 
ference to  an  appeal  to  the  people — the  only  point 
on  which  his  opponents  could  charge  him  with 
inconsistency,  and  which  was  justified  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  moment.  After  the  Lunen- 
burg election,  in  conversation,  he  had  told  Mr. 
Annand  that  he  could  not  persevere  in  oppos- 
ing all  union,  and  that  the  time  had  come  for 
effecting  some  compromise  by  which  the  ob- 
jectionable features  of  the  Quebec  scheme  could 
be  got  rid  of.  Mr.  Annand  agreed  with  him, 
and  the  result  ot  that  conversation  was  the  ar- 
ticle of  the  24th  January,  which  appeared  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  suggesting  a new  Convention 
to  promote  Union.  Mr.  A.  afterwards  com- 
municated with  Mr.  Smith,  and  represented  that 
gentleman  as  desirous  of  a common  platform 
for  compromise,  as  that  article  proposed.  The 
views  therein  stated  were  publicly  to  be  taken 
as  the  honest  expressions  of  the  hon.  member, 
but  in  conversation  with  others  Mr.  Annand 
avowed  that  he  was  not  sincere,  and  merely 
desired  to  get  the  delegates  into  a snare  by 
inducing  them  to  abandon  the  Quebec  scheme. 
He  thus  played  with  the  friends  of  union  on 
fair  terms  and  the  opponents  of  all  union.  Ho 
had  done  more  than  that — he  had  frequently 
when  urged  by  him  (Mr.  M,),  manfully  to 
adopt  some  scheme  and  deal  fairly  with  the 
question,  replied  that  such  a course  would  not 
best  subserve  their  own  interests.  But  by 
working  on  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and 
exciting  them  against  a union  of  the  Provinces 
he  and  his  friends  would  have  the  best  chances 
of  getting  to  Ottawa  in  case  Confederation  was 
carried,  as  he  believed  it  must  be,  and  if  it  were 
not  carried  by  the  Government  the  Opposition 
would  have  the  honor  of  carrying  it  when  they 
came  into  power.  Could  he  (Mr.  M.),  after 
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such  dishonesty  and  tergiversation  of  the  mem- 
ber for  East  Halifax  be  blamed  for  abandoning 
at  the  right  moment  an  associate  so  dishonor- 
able, whose  every  act  was  a deception,  and 
whose  only  object  was  personal  gain.  He, 
was  compelled  to  make  these  revelations  in  self- 
defence.  He  asked  the  house  and  the  people  to 
couple  his  statements  with  the  charges  of  which 
Mr.  Annand  stood  publicly  convicted,  should  he 
venture  to  deny  them.  A man  whose  utterances 
had  been  stamped  as  “ villianous  falsehoods” 
in  one  case  was  not  worthy  of  much  credit  in 
another.  He  (Mr.  M.)  was  not  surprised  that  the 
anti-Confederate  party  should  have  assailed  him 
with  such  violence  as  they  had  done,  or  that 
they  should  now  desire  to  underrate  the  support; 
he  gave  them,  and  injure  him  in  every  possi 
ble  way.  They  had  placed  a different  value  on 
his  efforts  as  all  knew  until  he  felt  he  could 
no  longer  co-operate  with  them.  Their  present! 
abuse  and  mis-representations  were  easily  un- 
derstood. They,  may  not  have  felt  his  loss, 
but  certainly  they  presented  a different  front 
after  he  adandoned  them  from  what  they  did; 
before.  They  had  on  all  important  occasions 
sought  his  services,  and  had  unsought  given  him 
a prominence  that  would  have  enabled  him  to 
secure  an  honorable  and  lucrative  position 
when  the  party  came  into  power,  as  all  ex- 
pected they  would  by  holding  together  until 
the  general  election.  He  had  sacrificed  these : 
chances,  which  were  not  remote,  and  perhaps 
also  his  prospeets  in  public  life  for  some  years 
to  come  from  a sense  of  duty — but  after  all  the: 
popular  clamour,  now  attempted  to  be  excited, 
would  soon  subside,  and  before  long  the  people 
would  be  just  to  the  men  who  had  boldly  grap- 
pled with  the  great  question.  He  could,  there- 
fore, treat  lightly  the  insinuations ' about  impro- 
per influences  which  were  not  believed  by  the 
men  who  made  them,  and  were  simply  intend- 
ed to  mislead  the  country.  Such  charges  could 
only  trouble  one  whose  conscience  told  him 
they  contained  some  truth.  Those  who  knew  him 
best,  whether  they  approved  or  condemned  his 
recent  action,  would  scout  the  base  insinua- 
tions made  against  him.  While  such  charges 
could  be  easily  made  and  were  calculated  to 
leave  an  impression  on  the  ignorant  and  de- 
praved, no  right  thinking  man  would  believe 
them  without  proof,  because  it  was  impossible 
to  disprove  an  undefined  charge  of  that  nature. 
He  had  refrained  from  making  these  observa- 
tions until  he  had  been  coarsely  and  violently 
assailed,  and  until  further  silence  would  have 
been  misconstrued.  They  would  throw  some 
light  on  the  honesty  and  consistency  of  the 
inember  for  East  Halifax,  and  account  for  his 
disappointment  and  temper  at  the  course  which 
events  had  taken. 

Mr.  S.  McDonnell  asked  the  Atty  General 
what  had  become  of  the  resolution  calling  upon 
Mr.  Annand  to  lay  on  the  table  letteis  which 
he  had  read,  as  a part  of  his  speech  on  a previ- 
ous occasion.  The  very  fact  that  other  mem- 
bers had  sent  petitions"  into  his  county  proved 
that  he  had  never  committed  himself  in  oppo- 
sition to  union.  He  denounced  the  efforts 


made  by  the  m ember  for  East  Halifax  to  mis- 
lead the  publie  mind  and  create  agitation 
throughout  the  country,  and  stigmatised  the 
position  in  which  that  gentleman  had  placed 
himself  in  the  recent  discussion  on  the  subject 
of  Confederation. 

Mr.  Miller  said  it  would  he  a gross  insult 
to  the  House  to  suppose  that  any  corroboration 
was  needed  for  the  st  dements  he  had  previ- 
ously made.  The  certificate  produced  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Inverness  circular  did  not  prove 
that  the  document  was  not  written  before  the 
meeting  of  the  House,  which  was  the  case.  In 
reference  to  the  Lunenburg  election,  and  in  re- 
ply to  remarks  concerning  one  of  the  members 
for  that  county,  he  would  state  that  the  terms 
upon  which  Mr.  H ebb  had  agreed  to  run  his 
election  were,  that  his  expenses  should  he  paid,* 
and  that  he  should  receive  £30,  as  was  agreed 
to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Z wicker,  and  this  money  had 
been  actually  given  to  one  of  the  agents  in  com- 
pliance with  the  terms. 

Mr.  Hebb  denied  that  he  had  been  bribed  to 
run  the  election,— die  had  not  been  desirous  of 
undertaking  the  contest;  if  his  wishes  had 
tended  in  that  direction,  he  could  have  been  in 
the  House  eighteen  years  ago.  A free  election 
had  been  offered  him  this  time,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inducing' his  friends  to  desist  from 
their  entreaties,  he  said  that  lie  would  require 
to  he  paid  the  £30,  which  Mr.  Zwicker  was  re- 
ported to  have  got,  but  since  receiving  the  re 
quisition  he  had  not  for  a moment  thought  of 
receiving  the  money  and  never  should. 

Mr.  Jost  introduced  a hill  to  legalize  assess- 
ment rolls  of  the  county  of  Lunenburg. 

Mr.  Hebb  complained  that  he  had  been  una- 
ble to  have  the  road  scale  for  Lunenburg  ar- 
ranged as  he  wished  it.  His  colleagues  would 
not  allow  him  to  appoint  his  own  commission- 
ers. The  scale  had  been  handed  in  without  his 
consent. 

Messrs.  Jost  and  Katjlback  said  that  they 
had  given  every  opportunity  to  the  hon.  mem- 
ber to  consult  with  them  in  reference  to  the 
distribution  of  the  road  money. 

Hon.  Atty.  General  introduced  an  act  to 
amend  chap.  70,  Provincial  Railways;  also,  a 
bill  in  reference  to  Crown  Lands. 


Wednesday,  May  2. 

The  House  went  into  Committee,  and  passed 
the  following  hills : 

To  provide  for  an  improved  system  of  sew- 
erage in  Halifax;  to  enable  the  trustees  of  a 
school  district  iu  Cumberland  county  to  sell 
certain  property;  to  legalise  assessment  rolls 
of  county  of  Queens;  to  ahiend  chap.  65,  Preser£ 
vation  of  Useful  Birds  and  Animals;  to  incor- 
porate Knights  Templars,  Kentville;  to  facili- 
tate the  settlement  of  titles  in  Cape  Breton;  .in 
respect  to  trespasses  on  crown  lands;  relative 
to  the  sale  of  munitions  of  war;  relative  to  the 
oath  of  allegiance;  relative  to  Miiitia;  to 
enable  the  College  of  St.  Xaviers,  Antigonislu 
to  confer  degrees;  to  amend  chap.  15,  Exports 
tion  of  Goods  and  Drawbacks  5 to  amend  chaj 
70,  Provincial  Railways ; to  pm vide  asummar 
mode  for  recovering  possession  of  crow 
lands;  to  amend  chap. 25,  Mines  and  Minerals 
to  establish  a stock  farm;  to  establish  a publi 
landing  at  Paradise. 

The  hill  in  respect  to  river  fisheries  provoke 
some  desultory  discussion.  Mr.  Cowie  an 
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other  gentlemen  opposed  the  introduction  of 
iish  ladders  as  detrimental.  A motion  to 
defer  the  bill  was  made  by  the  Financial 
Secretary,  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  House,  and 
lost.  The  bill  then  passed. 

Mr.  Archibald  moved  the  passage  of  the 
bill  to  amend  chap.  19,  of  Licenses  for  the  sale 
of  Intoxicating  Liquois.  The  object  wa8  to 
prevent  the  sale  of  groceries  and  liquors  in  the 
same  establishment,  not  excepting  Halifax 
and  Pictou.  Mr.  Tobin,  Mr.  Shannon,  Mr. 
Pryor,  Mr.  Miller,  and  others,  opposed  the 
bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  always  been 
the  policy  of  the  House  to  allow  the  city  to 
manage  its  own  affairs.  Mr.  Longley  strongly 
supported  the  measure  as  necessary  to  the 
public  morality. 

Mr.  Archibald  moved  to  test  the  feeling  of 
the  House:  “That  this  House  is  of  opinion 
that  outside  of  the  city  of  Halifax  no  licenses 
should  be  granted.’*  On  a division  the  motion 
was  carried. 

He  again  moved  that  no  licenses  should  be 
granted  to  the  city  of  Halifax.  Mr  Shannon 
moved  in  amendment  that  the  matter  of 
licenses  generally  be  referred  to  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Halifax.  The  amendment 
was  carried  by  22  to  12. 

Mr.  Archibald’s  assessment  bill  was  brought 
up  and  briefly  discussed.  It  was  moved  that 
the  third  clause  be  reconsidered.  As  the  mo- 
tion was  carried,  the  bill  was  virtually  lost  for 
the  session. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  3 P.  M. 
next  day. 

Thursday,  May  3, 1866. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture,  Hon.  Atty.  Gen., 
from  the  Post  Office  Committee.  Both  of 
these  reports  were  unanimously  adopted. 

SCHOOL  LANDS. 

Hon.  Frov.  Sec.  did  not  think  the  Commit- 
tee were  in  a position  to  deal  with  the  bills; 
they  were  before  the  Legislature  last  session, 
but  were  not  passed.  The  House  gave 
authority  to  appoint  a Commission  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  had  reported.  Gentlemen  were  of 
opinion  that  that  Commission — composed  of 
representatives  of  different  religious  bodies— 
had  not  sufficiently  enquired  into  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.  The  Commissioners, 
however,  unanimously  decided  that  some  of 
the  school  lands  in  question  could  not  be 
alienated  by  the  Legislature  without  a viola- 
tion of  those  principles  that  usually  govern  its 
legislation.  The  bills  before  the  House  were 
reported  up  from  the  Committee  in  the  identi- 
cal shape  in  which  they  had  been  rejected  last 
year.  He  thought  the  House  was  not  in  a 
position  to  deal  with  the  matter  until  full  and 
deliberate  enquiry  had  been  gone  into  on  the 
subject,  and  that  it  should  be  referred  to  an- 
other Commission  who  should  be  explicitly 
told  to  enquire  fully  into  all  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  that  the  bill  relating  to 
Onslow  did  not  interfere  with  anybody’s 
rights.  There  was  a quantity  of  school  land 
at  that  place  which,  since  1843,  had  been  rent- 
ed out  by  the  trustees  of  schools  at  £5  a year. 
The  trustees  came  to  the  House  and  said  if 
they  could  sell  these  lands  they  would  derive 
£30.  These  funds  would  be  devoted  to  the 
same  purpose,  namely  for  schools.  There  was 


not  even  a single  churchman  iffthe  district  of 
Onslow,  and  the  church  could  lay  no  claim  to 
the  lands.  Mr.  A.  went  briefly  into  the  history 
of  the  subject  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  his 
argument. 

Hon  Mr.  Shannon  stated  that  the  question 
was  more  properly  one  that  should  be  consider- 
ed in  a court  of  law.  He  would  like  to  see  a 
Committee  go  out  with  full  power  to  examine 
into  the  subject.  Such  a Commission  should  be 
remunerated  for  their  labour. 

Dr  Brown  said  that  all  the  people  of  Horton 
asked  was  permission  to  spend  the  funds  be- 
longing to  them.  He  hoped  that  the  bill  rela- 
tive to  that  district  would  be  passed. 

Hon  Prov.  Sec’y  proposed  the  following  re- 
solution : — “ That  the  Government  be  requested 
to  refer  the  question  of  the  title  to  these  school 
lands  claimed  by  the  Society  for  the  Propoga- 
tion  of  the  Gospel  to  Commissioners  in  order 
that  they  may  report  more  fully  to  the  House 
on  the  subject,  and  after  receiving  testimony 
both  for  and  against  the  Society’s  claims.” 

Hon  Atty  Genl  said  that  it  appeared  to 
him  the  rights  of  the  society,  if  they  over  had 
any,  had  now  lapsed. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  that  the  House  of  As- 
sembly  was  incompetent  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, to  decide  upon  these  disputed 
claims.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  matter  being' 
referred  to  England,  or  some  competent  tribun- 
al. 

Mr.  Blanchard  urged  the  propriety  of 
passing  the  bills,  and  stated  that  his  Lordship 
the  Bishop  had  been  quite  willing  that  the 
money  should  be  appropriated  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools  in  the  township  of  Onslow  ; all 
he  wanted  was  the  power  of  nominating  the 
teacher  ; he  was  quite  content  that  the  person 
should  be  one  selected  by  the  people  ; so  he  ac- 
tually asked  for  nothing  merely  the  vetoing 
power.  He  (Mr.  B.)  objected  to  that  on  prin- 
ciple. 

Mr  Tobin  said  that  all  lands  for  school  pur- 
poses belonged  to  the  government.  He  would 
pass  a bill  devoting  the  whole  of  them  to  educa- 
tional purposes 

Mr  Pryor  gave  a history  of  the  question  to 
show  the  character  of  the  claims  of  the  society 
to  the  lands,  and  expressed  his  desire  to  see 
the  whole  question  referred  to  a commission. 

Mr  Blackwood  supported  the  bill. 

On  a division,  the  resolution  moved  by  the 
Provincial  Secretary,  was  carried  by  10  to  20. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr  Annand  reported  from  the  committee  on 
trade  and  manufactures. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  May  4. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

Hon.  Fin,  Secretary  introduced  a supple- 
mentary estimate,  and  in  doing  so  remarked  in 
reference  to  an  application  for  $1200  on  a road 
in  East  Halifax,  that  it  was  found  impossible 
to  include  thatfitem  in  this  estimate,  owing  to 
the  large  number  of  applications  claiming  con- 
sideration. 

The  Report  of  committee  on  public  accounts 
was  adopted. 

The  Bill  relating  to  Patents,  and  the  Bill  re- 
lating to  St.  Xavier’s  College,  passed. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Mines  and 
Minerals. 
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Mr.  Archibald  called  attention  to  the  case 
of  Mr.  Bligh,  which  had  been  adjudicated  upon 
by  the  committee.  He  said  it  appeared  that 
this  individual  had  taken  outa  license  to  search 
but  had  been  dispossessed  by  a person  to  whom 
a subsequent  license  was  granted.  No  court  of 
law  or  equity  could  uphold  the  claims  of  the 
party  holding  the  second  license,  and  yet  the 
committee  had  reported  against  Mr.  Bligh’s 
claim. 

Hon.  Mr.  McFarlane  and  Hon.  Fin.  Sec. 
stated  that  the  matter  had  been  decided  upon 
by  the  Government  after  a careful  investiga- 
tion of  the  facts ; the  person  alluded  to  as  hold- 
ing the  second  license,  claimed  under  a previ- 
ous license,  covering  the  same  locality,  and 
claimed  to  have  discovered  the  mine  on  the 
property. 

Mr.  Archibald  said  he  had  been  disposed 
to  think  that  the  action  of  the  government  had 
been  inadvertently  taken,  but  the  deliberation 
referred  to  only  made  the  matter  worse  as  far 
as  they  were  concerned.  So  far  from  the  lo- 
cality being  the  same  as  that  upon  which  the 
previous  license  had  been  given,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Mines  had  given  evidence  under  his 
o wn  hand  to  the  contrary. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  May  5. 

The  House  met  at  3 o’clock. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Legislative 
Council  in  the  Equity  Bill,  leaving  the  bill  as 
originally  introduced,  was  agreed  to,  Mr.  Mil- 
ler and  Mr.  McDonnell  opposing  the  amend- 
ment on  the  ground  that  it  caused  a separation 
of  legal  and  equitable  declarations,  and  would 
operate  prejudicially. 

DELEGATION  TO  WEST  INDIES,  BRAZIL,  ETC. 

Mr.  S.  Campbell  said  it  might  be  gratifying 
to  persons  engaged  in  coal  mining  enterprise, 
if  the  Financial  Secretary  would  state  what 
prospects  there  were  of  the  establishment  of  a 
coal  trade  with  those  countries  which  had 
been  visited  by  the  recent  delegation. 

Hon.  Finl.  Secy,  said  that  on  arriving  at  St. 
Thomas  the  delegates  had  discovered  that  their 
whole  mission  would  not  be  concluded  until 
late  in  the  summer,  and  the  duties  were  there- 
fore divided,  three  gentlemen  proceeding  to 
Brazil  and  the  others  visiting  the  West  Indian 
Islands.  At  St.  Thomas  there  was  a very- 
large  market  for  coal,  various  mail  communi- 
cations centering  there,  and  the  coal  used  was 
imported  from  England  at  a cost  of  about  40s. 
per  ton.  The  consumption  for  four  lines  of 
steamers — one  to  Demerara,  one  to  Aspinwall, 
one  to  Jamaica,  and  one  to  Yera  Cruz,  was 
100,000  tons;  another  line  ran  from  France  to 
St.  Thomas,  and  thence  to  Havanna  and  Yera 
Cruz,  also  causing  a large  consumption.  These, 
with  two  or  three  other  lines  in  operation, 
created  a market  for  300,000  tons  of  coal  annu- 
ally, which  was  supplied  from  England,  al- 
though England  was  double  the  distance  from 
the  Island  that  Nova  Scotia  was.  In  addition 
to  this  there  was  a large  market  in  the  other 
British  and  foreign  islands.  The  process  of 
manufacturing  sugar  had  been  changed  from 
the  old  method  of  grinding  by  windmills,  and 
steam  machinery  was  in  use  in  almost  all  the 
islands.— This  manufacture  caused  a consump- 


tion in  Demerara  of  50,000  or  60,000  tons  an- 
nually, and  other  islands  consumed  in  propor- 
tion. 

In  the  British  West  India  Islands  alone 
there  was  a market  for  half  a million  tons  of 
coal,  while  the  Spanish  islands  had  a market 
of  almost  equal  extent.  To  show  the  value 
attached  to  the  coal  trade,  he  would  remark 
that  in  no  country  in  the  world  was  shipping 
more  heavily  taxed  than  in  Cuba,  the  rate 
being  S3  per  ton  for  port  duties,  but  for  a vessel 
bringing  coal,  and  taking  no  cargo  in  return, 
the  tax  was  reduced  to  $1;  while  vessels  bring- 
ing coal,  and  exporting  molasses  on  the  return 
voyage,  were  allowed  to  come  and  go  free  of 
charge.  Looking  at  this  large  market  for  coal, 
and  at  the  prospect  of  return  freights,  he  did 
not  see  why  our  coal  masters,  with  a little 
energy,  could  not  undersell  parties  from  any 
other  country,  provided  our  coal  was  of  as 
good  a quality  as  that  of  England.  In  Deme- 
rara coal  had  been  $18  per  ton,  and  subsequent- 
ly had  risen  to  $22.  A vessel  could  make  the 
voyage  in  16  or  18  days,  and  when  he  was 
there  he  had  received  advices  in  15  days.  The 
impression  on  the  minds  of  parties  engaged  in 
the  works  in  which  the  article  was  consumed, 
appeared  to  be  that  there  was  no  coal  so  good 
as  the  English;  but  he  had  received  a note 
from  one  gentlemen  agreeing  to  take  some  of 
our  coal  at  a certain  price,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  quality,  and  a party  here  had  agreed  to 
furnish  a supply  accordingly.  It  would  be 
necessary  for  our  coal  masters  to  display 
energy,  and  to  prove  that  our  coal  was  no*t 
inferior  to  that  now  in  use,  and  that  was  all 
that  was  required  to  command  the  market. — 
He  said  that  Mr.  LeYesconte  not  having  re- 
turned, it  would  not  be  practicable  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  a full  report  of  the  delegation. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Directors  of  Point 
Pleasant  Park,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bill  moved  that  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  be  requested  to  promote  as  much 
as  possible  the  teaching  of  music  and  military 
drill  in  schools,  and  that  the  books  and  instru- 
ments necessary  for  this  purpose  be  supplied 
on  the  same  terms  as  other  school  books. 

The  resolution  was  supported  by  several  gen- 
tlemen, and  passed  unanimously. 

The  Legislative  Council,  by  message,  inform- 
ed the  House  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  bill  to 
enable  the  City  of  Halifax  to  borrow  money  to 
improve  the  City  Water  Works. 

Mr  Tobin  said  that  his  colleague  had  at- 
tempted to  introduce  the  bill  into  the  House  on 
the  previous  evening,  but  leave  was  refused, 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  period  at  which  the 
bill  had  been  sent  up.  He  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  the  bill  at  a time  it  could  not 
receive  due  consid'eration. 

Hon  Pro  Sec.  Hon  Mr  Shannon,  and  Hon 
McFarlane,  explained  the  necessity  of  the 
measure,  owing  to  the  occasional  failure  of  the 
water  supply  in  Halifax,  and  in  view  of  the 
threatened  visitation  by  pestilence. 

The  bill  passed. 

The  House  adjourned. 


OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY. 
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Monday,  May  7. 

Ecnse  met  at  12  o’clock.  His  Excellency 
Sir  William  Fenwick  Williams,  Lieut. 
Governor,  &e.,  came  in  state  to  the  Council 
Chamber,  and  commanded  the  presence  of  the 
House  therein.  After  giving  bis  assent  to  a 
numbsr  of  Bills,  His  Excellency  was  pleased 
to  close  the  Session  with  the  following 
SPEECH : 

Mr.  President  and  Honorable  Members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council : 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  theJIouse  of  Assembly : 

I congratulate  you  on  the  close  of  an.arduous 
Session,  during  which  measures  have  been 
passed  which  will,  I confidently  believe,  mate- 
rially promote  the  prosperity  and  advancement 
of  the  Province. 

The  amendment  of  the  law  relating  to  Edu- 
cation will,  I trust,  impart  increased  efficiency 
to  the  Comm'on  School  system,  and  result  in 
the  more  general  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  all  classes  of  the  people. 

The  measures  providing  for  the  extension  of 
Mining  Leases  will,  I doubt  not,  attract,  in  au 
increased  degree,  capital  from  abroad  to  still 
further  develope  the  remarkable  mineral 
wealth  with  which  this  country  abounds. 

The  provision  mode  for  the  due  represetda- 
tion  of  Nova  Scotia  at  the  Paris  Exhibition 
will  diffuse  more  widely  a knowledge  of  her 
great  industrial  resources. 

The  enactments  intended  to  place  the  treat- 
ment of  Pauperism  and  Disease  among  the 
destitute  on  a more  enlightened  and  humane 
footing,  aud  to  project,  our  chores  from  the 
ravages  of  infectious  diseases,  cannot  fail  to 
be  productive  of  general  good. 

The  gallant  manner  in  which  all  sections  of 
the  coun’ry  responded  to  the  call  to  arms,  and 
the  increased  provision  made  for  the  defence 
of  the  Country,  prove  conclusively  how  highly 
British  institutions  are  valued,  and  the  sacri- 
fices you  are  prepared  to  make  to  sustain  your 
connection  with  the  Parent  State. 

The  liberal  provision  made  by  you  for  the 
protection  of  the  Fisheries  will  be  an  addi- 
tional incentive  to  the  Imperial  Government 
to  secure  that  valuable  heritage  from  the  en- 
croachments of  foreigners. 


Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly  : 

I thank  you  for  the  liberal  appropriation 
made  for  the  Public  Service. 

Mr.  President.,  and  Honorable  Members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council: 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly  : 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  express  the 
deep  gratification  your  acion  upon  the  great 
question  of  a Union  of  British  North  America 
has  afforded  me,  not  only  as  the  Representa- 
tive of  Her  Gracious  Majesty,  but  as  one  of 
yourselves.  It  will  afford  the  greatest  satis- 
faction to  the  Imperial  Government,  as  the 
means  of  imparting  additional  security  to 
this  portion  of  the  Empire;  and  I recognize 
in  the  patriotic  course  you  have  adopted, 
the  most  efficient  guarantee  not  only  for  the 
increased  prosperity  of  this  Province  in  com- 
mon with  our  sister  Colonies,  but  also  for 
the  permanent  connection  of  them  all  with  the 
British  Crown. 


[Mr.  Annand’s  reply  to  Mr.  Miller,  in  report 
of  Tuesday,  May  1,  was  sent  to  the  Chronicle 
office  along  with  other  “ copy,”  but,  it  has 
neither  appeared  in  that  paper  nor  been  re- 
turned for  insertion  in  the  other  journal  pub- 
lishing the  official  reports.  Mr.  Thompson, 
who  reported  the  whole  debate,  assures  the 
chief  Reporter  that  he  reported  Mr.  Annand 
with  the  utmost  correctness,  and  that  “ he  can 
have  nothing  to  complain  of.”  The  discussion 
lasted  a whole  afternoon,  and  if  published  in 
full  would  have  made  at  least  eight  columns. 
Miller  spoke  at  least  four  times  as  long  as  Mr. 
Annand,  and  his  remarks,  even  when  con- 
densed, of  course  must  necessarily  occupy 
more  space.  The  points  of  the  speeches  of  both 
have  been  given  by  Mr.  Thompson,  whose 
fidelity  the  House  has  had  full  opportunity  of 
testing  during  the  past  session.  Mr.  Annand 
himself  has  invariably  been  reported  by  that 
gentleman,  and  has  never  done  more  than 
make  verbal  corrections  in  the  manuscript  as 
handed  to  him.-— J.  G.  B ] 
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